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field iSSq,

Grorer Cleveland, of

New

Jersey,

born March
1888,

1S30,

died

November 18, 1886. He was elected vice-president with Garand succee*l«^d, to the presidency ifl i88i, serving one term.

and elected

twenty-seqqnd and ^twenty-fourth presfdent.

18, 1837,

for the

was

second time

elected as a Democrat

18S4,

defeated

1892.

Benjamin Harrison, of Ohio, twenty-third president, born August 20. 1833, elected
as a Republican 18&?, and defeated i8g2, serving one term.
Willia

m

McKinley, of Ohio,

twenty-iSifth president,

a Republican

1896.

born January

29, 1843,

elected as

inTsoq
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Nantucket, Mass., was settled in 1659. It was annexed to New
York in 1664 antl in 1693 ceded to IMassachusetts. The town was incorporated as Sherburne in 1673, but in 1795 was given its present
name. The year 1712 marked the beginning of Nantucket's history as
a whaling port.
(I.) Bonaparte (August 15, 1769— May 5, 1821), general
French Army of Italy 1796-1798, commander in Egypt 1798-1799,
First Consul 1 799-1804, Emperor of the French 1804-1S14, and (after
the captivity in Elba) again during the " Hundred Daj's " in 1815, and
an exile in the island of St. Helena 1815-1821. He enters into American history through the fact that he was head of the government at the
time of the Louisiana Purchase of 1803, and that his " Continental "

Napoleon

of the

connnercial policy and attempts to cripple Great Britain are largely
bound up with the American commercial and naval troubles of Jefferson's and Madison's administrations, which ended in the War of 1812.

Napoleon

III. (1808-1873), of France, was the son of Louis BonaHe was elected President of the French
Republic in 1848, and in 1852 established an imperial government.
I'rom 1S62 to 1S67 he attempted to establish Archduke Maximilian on
the IMexicau throne. The demand of U. S. vSecretary of vState vSeward
for the withdrawal of French troops from Mexico in 1866 was conceded
by Napoleon. During the Civil War he inclined toward recognition

parte,

of the

King

of Holland.

independence of the Confederate States, but did not take that

step.

Nares, Sir George S., born in England in 1831, commanded an
Arctic expedition in the " Alert " and " Discovery " from 1S75 to 1876.
He attained latitude 83'^ 10' 26" N., and made valuable scientific observations.
2

17
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Narragansett Country, the lands occupied by the Narragansett
Indians al the coming of the English, but especially applied to that
territory along the west shore of Narragansett Bay from Wickford to
Point Judith. It was long a scene of rivalry between two land comDanies, John Hull, of Pine Tree vShilling fame, purchasing lands about
Rock in 1660, and Atherton's company making similar
same year near Wickford. This territorj' was also a bone
of contention between Rhode Island and Connecticut during fifty years.
It was detached from Rhode Island and became the King's Province
in 1665, but was afterward restored and was called King's County till
the Revolution, when its name became Washington County.
i'cttaquamscut

]nirchases the

Narragansetts, a

tribe of

Rhode Island

Indians, formerly inhabit-

Though they at
no open war against the settlers, yet they were held in
distrust.
In 1636 Roger Williams gained their friendship, and in 1644
they ceded their lands to the king. Troubles arose in 1645, and an expedition was sent against them. The Indians, however, hastened to
make a treaty. At the outbreak of Philip's War they were suspected
and were attacked by the whites. Hostilities followed which w-ere
terminated by a bloody encounter in a swamp at South Kingstown. The
Indians were almost annihilated
the remnant, however, settled at
ing the western shores of the bay bearing their name.
first

engaged

in

;

Charlestown, R.

I.

Narvaez, Panfilo de

(1470-152S),

was active

West Indies

for Spain.

Cempoala.

He was made Governor of Florida by
of 400 men into the interior

in

conquering the

In 1520 he was sent by Velasquez, GovernorGeneral of Cuba, to conquer Mexico, but was defeated by Cortes at

led an expedition

suffered severe hardships

and

v/ere

Spain in 1528, and
of Florida.

They

shipwrecked at the mouth of the

^Mississippi.

Nashville, a Confederate privateer that left Charleston on a cruise
and captured booty to the amount of f3, 000, 000. In March,
1863, she was sunk by a Union ironclad in the mouth of the Savannah.

to P^ngland

Nashville, Tenn., was settled in 1780 and became the capital of the
State in 1843.
In December, 1864, it was the scene of the " Battle of
Nashville," which practically ended Hood's campaign in Tennessee.
His army numbered about 40,000 men, while Thomas opposed him with
After the battle of Franklin, Thomas, though victorious, fell back December i, 1864, to Nashville and occupied a strong
position protected by Forts Negley, IMortou, Confiscation, Houston and
56,000 Federals.

AMERICAN HISTORY.
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Hood arrived December

resting on

Montgomery

Hill,

2, and formed his line with his sahent
600 yards from Thomas' center. Storms

prevented fighting until the fifteenth. Then Steedman attacked the
Confederates on the right, and Smith and Wilson advanced against their
left.
Two redoubts were carried and many prisoners captured, after

which an attack was made on Montgomery Hill with considerable success.
On the sixteenth a combined attack was inaugurated against the
Confederate line, its chief force being concentrated upon the center.
Both sides lost heavily. Another assault by Smith and Schofield won
the day.

Nashville Convention, a convention of delegates from the Southern States at Nashville, Tenn., June, 1850, suggested by the Mississippi
State Convention of the previous year. The convention was called to
consider the slavery question and the encroachments of Northern aboliIt did not meet with universal approval.
TheWilmot proviso
and the Missouri Compromise were disapproved of, but resolutions of
open resistance advanced by Texas, South Carolina and Mississippi were
voted down. The convention met again in November, and again moderate resolutions were adopted.

tionists.

Nassau, Fort, erected on the site of the present town of Gloucester,
N. J., by Captain Cornelius Jacobsen Mcy, representing the Dutch "West
India Company in 1623. It was abandoned and rebuilt a number of
times,

and

finallj-

abandoned

in 1651.

Natchez, Miss., was settled by the French in 1716. In 1729 the
Natchez Indians burnt the settlement and massacred the inhabitants.
The French soon recaptured the town and held it until 1763, when it
passed to Great Britain, From 1779 to 1798 it was occupied by the Spaniards.
In 1 79S it was occupied by the United States and became the
capital of the Territory of Mississippi and so remained until 1820.
In
1862 Natchez was captured by a jjortion of Farragut's fleet.
Natchitoches, I^a., a brief engagement, followed by desultory
March 31, 1864, between detachments of Franklin's division of Banks' army under Mower, and several regiments of Confederates led by Dick Taylor.
This was during Banks' campaign in the
Southwest. The Confederates were defeated, but there was no great
loss on either side.
The Confederates retreated, Franklin pursuing
skirmishing,

them.

Natick, Mass., was incorporated in 17S1. In 1651 a band of John
came here from Ne^vton, and in 1660 the first

Eliot's Indian converts

ENCYCLOPEDIC DICTIONARY.
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New Eni,rland was erected. The settlement nuniljered
hundred Indians, and had a simple government of its own.

Indian church in
several

National Banks. The free banking system of the State of New
York (1838) gave all parties freedom to establish banks, and required
In December,
securities to be deposited with the State for bank issues.
1S61, Secretary Chase recommended to Congress a similar system of naHe repeated this recommendation in 1862. The Act of
tional banks.
February

25, 1863,

authorized the free formation of banks, entitled to

amount of ninety per cent, of the par value of the
United States bonds which each bank deposited with the Treasury
Department. The system was to be supervised by an official called the
comptroller of the currency. ^300,000,000 of bank notes in all might
be issued. A revised act was passed June 3, 1864. The Act of 1865
taxing State bank notes forced most of these to become national banks.
The Act of 1870 increased the total amount of issue to 1:354,000,000. The
system greatly benefited the Government in the placing of its bonds,
and gave the country a superior system of banking, the Government
issue notes to the

guaranteeing the notes. There are now nearly 4,000 national banks,
with capital amounting to nearly 1:700,000,000, and deposits aggregating nearly ^1,800,000,000.

National Board of Health,

instituted by Act of Congress, ?,Iarch
members, seven civilian physicians, one
army surgeon, one navy surgeon, one medical officer of the marine
hospital service and one officer of the Department of Justice.
3, 1879,

to consist of eleven

National Cemeteries, for soldiers and sailors, originated
The army appropriation bill for that year appropriated 1 10,000

in 1850.
for pur-

chasing a lot near the city of Mexico for the interment of United States
The resoldiers who fell near that place during the Mexican War.
mains of Federal soldiers who fell in the Civil War have been interred
in seventy-eight national cemeteries.

National Republican Party, the name assumed by

those

who

broke away from the old Democratic-Republican party after the defeat
Jackson's drift against the bank, proof Adams by Jackson in 1828.
tective tariff and other features of Adams' policy brought about their
open organization. In 1831 they nominated Clay and indorsed a protective tariff, a system of internal improvements, and a cessation of removals from office for political reasons. Clay was defeated. In 1835
the party, reinforced by other elements, took the name of Whig.

National Road.

March

29, 1806,

Congress authorized the Presi-

,,..
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dent to appoint three commissioners to lay oxit a road from Cumberland,
on the Potomac, to the Ohio River, and 1:30,000 were appropriated for
the expenses. The road was built as far as Illinois in 183S, the last act
in its favor being of May 25 of that year.
The total amount appropriated was 1:6,821,246. Bills appropriating money for this were often opposed in Congress on grounds of the unconstitutionality of appropriations for internal improvements.

National University.

The establishment

of a National University

in the central part of the United States

was first conceived by George
when the shares he received from the Potomac

Washington about 1790,
Company had proved so valuable. He wished to appropriate this stock
toward the founding of such an institution. This stock, and that accruing from the James River Company, left by his will for such purposes, were, however, divided between two charity schools, one on the
James (see Washington and Lee University), and one on the Potomac.
Yv'ashington strongly disapproved of foreign education for the American
3'outh.

Nationality is determined in the United States by the Federal law
and not by the State. Members of the nation are, of course, also members of the State in which they reside. The Constitution established
no rules regarding the acquisition or loss of American nationality, which
is therefore governed by the subsidiary or connnon law of the land.
All
persons born within the United States are considered to have acquired
nationality. The Naturalization Act of 1790 endowed children Irani of
American parents beyond the sea with American nationality. The act
of 1S55 restricted this to the children of citizen fathers. The Civil
Rights Act of 1866 declared " all persons born in the United States and
not subject to any foreign power " to be citizens of the United States.

The Fourteenth Amendment (1868) defines tliem as " all persons born
or naturalized in the United States, and subject to the jurisdiction
thereof."
Naturalisation. Section eight of article one of the Constitution
empowered Congress "to establish an uniform rule of naturalization."
This power was first exerted in the Act of March 26, 1790, providing
under certain conditions, any free white alien might be admitted
by any court of record of the State in which he resided.
These conditions were Previous residence of two years in the United
States and of one jear in the State good character and an oath to
support the Constitution. These conditions have undergone changes.
An act of 1795 required five, an act of 1798 fourteen, years' residence.
that,

to citizenship

:

;

;
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act now in force, of April 14, 1802, provides for proof of five years*
residence in the United States and of one in the State good character;
an oath of allegiance, and a renunciation of titles and of prior alleNo alien may be naturalized if his country be at war with the
o-iance.

The

;

United States.
a tribe of Apache Indians, occupying the northern part of
IMexico and Arizona. The Llexicans continually attempted to
reduce them, but failed. After long-continued hostilities against the
whites, Colonel Carson compelled them in 1863 to leave their country
and remove to Bosque Redondo as prisoners of the "Government. In

Navajos,

New

1868 they were removed to Fort Wingate, and in 1S69 were again placed
in their old country.

This institution was not founded by formal legbut was begun by the Navy Department when George Bancroft
was Secretary of the Navy. The first .A.ct of Congress regarding it was
that of August 10, 1846, providing $28,200 for repairs, improvements
and instruction under the direction of the Navy Department at Fort
Severn, Annapolis, Md. In March, 1S47, a like sum was appropriated
During the Civil War the Academy was for a
for the same purpose.

Naval Academy.

islation,

time located at Newport, R.

I.

Naval Militia. On IMarch 2, 1891, at the suggestion of Secretary
Tracv, regarding the importance of a trained naval militia, Congress
appropriated #25,000 to purcliase arms for the militia, to be expended
under the direction of the Secretary of the Navy.
This bureaii was established in 1842 under
It is
for Naval Charts and Instruments."
under the supervision of the Bureau of Navigation.

Naval Observatory.

the

name

of the

"Depot

Naval Officer, in colonial times, an officer, not of the navy, but of
the treasury, charged with the execution of the navigation acts. Simin 1789, an
ilarly, from the beginning of the present Government
over
official of the Treasury Department has, under this name, watched
the execution of the American navigation laws at the larger ports,
while at the smaller the duties have been performed by the collector of
the port.

Naval War College, a course of lectures on and instruction in the
manipulation of torpedoes. This course was established by the GovThe course
at Coaster's Harbor Island in Newport in 1889.
continues during three months each year. The members of the class

ernment
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in the torpedo service,

the lectures are designed to correspond with

all

though the topics of

branches of naval im-

provement and advancement.
a famous marine law first promulgated by the
Government in 1651 (or even, in a sense, in 1645) for the proIts renewal with
tection of British commerce and the carrying trade.
a few changes was made in 1660, soon after the accession of Charles II.
The act related to five sul)jects Coasting trade fisheries conmierce
commerce
conunerce with European countries
with the colonies
with Asia, Africa and America, and was chiefly a move in England's
struggle with the Dutch for the possession of the carrying trade of the
world. The parts important to American history were those providing
that all colonial trade should be carried on in ships built and owned in
England in the colonies (a provision which powerfully stimulated
colonial ship-building), and that, in the case of many specified goods,
trade should be with England only. The act was largely rendered inThe efforts at last made to enforce
operative by colonial smuggling.

Navigation Act,

British

:

;

it

;

;

;

were among the chief causes of the Revolution.

In the Convention
between the New England members,
who desired that the Federal Government might have the power to
regulate commerce, and the Southern members, who desired the slavetrade to be kept open for a time. Thus the Constitution gave Congress
power to pass navigation laws. By Act of 1789 a tonnage tax of six
oents per ton was levied on all American vessels, and one of fifty cents
a ton on all vessels built and owned in foreign countries and entering
American ports. In 1792 the act requiring American registration was
passed.
In 1793 the coasting trade was closed to foreign vessels. In
1816, 1817 and 1820 the American navigation laws were made still more
closely like those of Great Britain.
Tonnage taxes were renewed at the
time of the outbreak of the Civil War, and were raised to thirty cents a

Navigation I^aws of the United States.

of 17S7 a

compromise was

effected

ton.

Navy. In 1775 the vStates began the creation of State naval establishments. At the end of the year Congress began the organization of a
Continantal navy. Thirteen frigates were ordered to be constructed.
With these, some exploits were performed. But most of the naval
accomplished by the
had been
either captured or destroyed. The one .ship-of-the-line completed was
presented to the King of France. A new navy was created by Congress
in 1797 and 1798, when the "Constitution," "United States" and
achievements
privateers,

of the

Revolutionary

and by 1781

all

War were

thirteen of the Federal vessels

ENCYCLOPEDIC DICTIONARY.
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Constellation " were built, and the purchase of other vessels, to the
Adams and tlie I'ederalists
of twenty-four, was authorized.

number

Jefferson and the Republicans disliked it.
gunboat system was tried instead, and the American navy

favored increase of the navy
Jefferson's

;

was allowed to dwindle, until at the outbreak of the War of 1S12 the
United States had about twenty vessels, as against England's S30. The
victories

secured larger appropriations that year, and a larger navy
was used against

won

resulted, which, after the conclusion of this war,

Algiers.

By

a resolution of 1819, ships-of-the-line were to be

named

United States, and sloopsof-war after the chief cities and towns. At the outbreak of the Civil
War there were ln;t forty-two vessels in connnission, and these had been
scattered over the globe by Secretary Toucey. A new navy had to be
constructed, in order to maintain the blockade of Southern ports, and
to assist the operations of land forces on the Atlantic coast, on the Gulf
and in inland waters. Steam and armor-plate and the invention of the
turreted " Monitor" revolutionized naval architecture during the war.
after the States, frigates after the rivers of the

Government had 588 vessels (seventyguns and 35,000 men. After the
war the navy was reduced. Great sums continued to be expended upon
it, but with so little effect that, in 1S82, in a nominal navy of 140 vessels,
there were but thirty-eight that were capable of sea-going service. At
that time a new policy regarding the navy was inaugurated, and now,
after great expenditures, the navy consists, including vessels in process

By January i,
them

five of

1864, the National

ironclads), with 4,443

of construction, of sixteen battleships, five armored cruisers, twenty
protected cruisers, twenty-one gunboats, six double-turret monitors,

four cruisers, and

many

auxiliary vessels.

of the eight executive departments
Washington, was created by an Act of Congress April 30, 1798, and
has been largely developed in later days. In 1862 the hydrographic
An assistant secretary was added in 1890,
office was established.

Navy, Department of the, one

at

Neal, John (1793-1876), first came into prominence by his articles
upon American politics and customs. He was one of the most brilliant
journalists of his time, dealing with literature, history and biography,
and wrote novels of some prominence in their day.

Nebraska

originally constituted a portion of the Louisiana cession

Nebraska country were Lewis
was organized in 1S54, May 30, and
included, besides Nebraska, Montana, Wyoming, the Dakotas and part
The bill for the organization of the territory was inof Colorado.
of 1803.

The

and Clark

first

white

in 1804-05.

men

The

to visit the

territory
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troduced by Stephen A. Douglas, and provided that any States which
should be formed from the territory should exercise their own choice in
regard to the existence of slavery. This set aside the famous Missouri

Compromise of 1820, and aroused the utmost indignation at the North.
In 1S63 the territory was reduced to its present limits, and in 1S67 it
became a State. The State has been Republican, except in the }-ear
1890, when a Democratic Governor was elected.
The population in
1S67 was 60,000 in 1890 it was 1,058,910.
;

Necessity, Fort (July 3, 1754). From Great Meadows Washington
had advanced toward Fort Duquesne, but hearing that a large detachment of French were on foot he fell back to his former position. Here
he hastily erected a rude intrenchment which he called Fort Necessitv.
On July 1st his garrison amounted to about 300 men. The French
numbered nearly 500, including Indians. On July 3d they approached
the fort in a pouring rain. The French had a superior position, and
the fight raged intermittently for nine hours. At length a parley
sounded, and after little delay the garrison capitulated with honors of
war, surrendering prisoners taken at Great Meadows and being assured
of unmolested retreat.

Negro Free State. Near the close of 1S16 there was founded the
colonization society of the United States, having for its object the establishment of a refuge for free persons of color. Many distinguished
Americans became active members, and through the efforts of the association, Liberia, on the west coast of Africa, was selected as the seat of
the proposed colony of freemen of the African race emigrating from
America. A sufficient number of these went abroad to establish a flourishing negro state.
The capital was named Monrovia in honor of
President James Monroe.

Negro Plot. March 18, 1741, a fire occurred in the chapel and barracks at Fort George on the Battery in New York. It was generally
believed to be accidental, but charges were set afloat that it arose from
a plot by the negroes to burn the town. Eight other fires of a mysterious nature within a month strengthened this belief.
Mary Burton,
a servant of one John Hughson, furnished testimony implicating a number of sailors and negroes. Twenty whites and over 160 slaves were
seized and imprisoned.
Finally Mary Burton's accusations inculpated
persons of such character that danger from that direction checked the
It was charged that the Spanish were inciting plots among the
negroes through Roman Catholic priests. Four whites were hanged,
eighteen negroes hanged and thirteen burned at the stake.

fury.
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were employetl to a slight extent in the Revolutiona few generals made use of theni in the first two
War, and Congress authorized their employment at

Negro Troops

Though

ary War.

years of the Civil
the Sea Islands, the

made

first general provision for their enlistment was
After that they were emijloyed in considerable

in July, 1863.

numbers, and

with great success.

at times

Negroes. In 1790 there were 757,000 colored people in the United
States; in 1800 there were 1,002,000; in 1810, 1,378,000; in 1820.
1772,000 in 1830, 2,329,000 in 1840, 2,874,000 in 1850, 3,639,000 in
4,442,000

1S70,

in

;

;

;

;

;

i860,

4,880,000

in

;

18S0,

6,581,000

;

in

1890,

7,470,000.

Neill, Edv/ard D. (1823-1893), of Minnesota, was a chaplain during the Civil War. He has written " English Colonization in America,"
" Concise History of Minnesota," and extensive works upon the histories of Virginia and Maryland, the chief being " The Virginia Company
and Terra Mariae.
of London
'

'

'

'

'

Nelson, Samuel
from 1823 to
from 1831 to

New

(1792-1873), of

He was

1831.

a Justice of the

York, was a Circuit Judge
New York Supreme Court

He was a
its Chief Justice from 1837 to 1845.
Supreme Court from 1845 to 1872. He was a memHigh Commission which in 1871 negotiated the Treaty

1837,

and

Justice of the U. S.

ber of the Joint
of

Washington.

Nelson, Thomas (1738-1789), was a member of the Virginia Conventions of 1774, 1775 and 1776. He represented Virginia in the Continental Congress from 1776 to 1777 and in 1779. He signed the DeclaraHe was Governor of Virginia in 1781. He extion of Independence.
pended his vast

estate for the colonial cause.

Nelson, William
regiments in 1861.

mond.
in 1S62.

first

of

Kentucky,

organized several
and Rich-

a division at Shiloh

He commanded Louisville when threatened by General Bragg
He was shot in an altercation with General J. C. Davis.

Netherlands.
the

(1825-1862),

He commanded

to

The

republic of the United Netherlands was one ot

welcome the United States into the sisterhood

Her willingness

of nations.

to establish connnercial relations led to a rupture with

In 17S2 a treaty of amity and commerce was concluded,
which became abrogated by the republic of the United Netherlands
losing its independence. At the Congress of Vienna the kingdom of
the Netherlands was established, from which Belgium revolted in 1830.

Great Britain.
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commercial treaty was signed iu 1S39, »"*! consular conventions in
A convention relative to extradition was concluded in

1855 and 1878.
1880.

Neutrality, Proclamation of. Upon the declaration of war between France and Great Britain in 1793 it was decided unanimously by
President Washington and his Cabinet that a proclamation of neutrality
should issue and that a French Minister should be received. Jay was
appointed to draft the proclamation. It declared the intention of the
United States to pursue a line of conduct friendly to both nations, and
enjoined upon the citizens to avoid a contravention of this disposition
under pain of prosecution. Curiously enough the word "neutrality"
was omitted in the proclamation, though enforced with fairness by the
President.
It was probably purposely omitted.

Neuville, Jean G., Baron Hyde de ( 1776-1S47), was exiled to the
United States from France from 1806 to 1814. He was French Minister
to the United States from 1816 to 1822, and negotiated the French
treaty of 1S22.

Nevada was

formed from the ^Mexican cession of

made
tlements were made by Mormons in
that date no settlement had been

in the State,

1848.

Prior to

In that year set-

the Carson and Washoe ValIn 1859 silver was discovered. In 1861 Nevada was organized as
a territory and October 31, 1864, it was admitted as a vState. In 1866
leys.

its territory was increased by portions of Arizona and Utah.
Until 1870
the Republicans controlled the State. In that year the Democrats
elected the Governor, who was re-elected in 1874. In 1880 the Presidential electors were Democratic, in 1892 they were of the People's party.
The population of the State in 1S64 was 40,000 in 1890 it was 45,761.
;

New Albion. The name given to what is now Upper California and
Oregon by Sir Francis Drake in 1579. In that year Drake took possession of this territory in the Qvteen's name, but it was not claimed bv
the British till three centuries later. June 21, 1634, Sir Edmund Plowden obtained a grant of territory, called in the letters patent *' New
Albion." The boundaries of this New Albion were so defined as to include all of New Jersey, Maryland, Delaware and Pennsylvania em-

—

braced in a square, the eastern

side, forty leagues in length,

extending

from Sandy Hook to Cape May, together with Long Island and all other
" isles and islands within ten leagues of the shore." The province was
made a county palatine with Plowden as earl. Ijttle effort at settlement was made, and nothing came of the grant.
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New Berne, or Newbern, at one time capital of the province of
North CaroHna, was founded about 1693 by Christopher de Grafenried,
a Swiss baron. During the Civil War, Newbern was an important seaport in the possession of the Confederates. It was captured and parThe guntially burned by the Union leader, Burnside, March 14, 1862.
boats shelled the woods as Burnside advanced, thereby clearing the way.
An insignificant fortification was destroyed near the town. Burnside
captured forty-six guns, three light batteries and a large amoiint of
Later, in 1864, Newbern was occupied by the Federal General,
stores.
Pickett commanded the Confederates in that
Foster, with a small force.
section then. Februar}^ i and 2, he attacked Foster's outposts and captured them, inflicting slight losses. Then he assaulted the main encampment, sending at the same time a regiment to attack the Fedei-al gunLittle was acboat " Underwriter," then lying at the Newbern dock.
complished by these attacks, and Pickett retired.
New l^ngland. The name was first given to the region by Captain
John vSmith, in his map of 1616. Though formed into separate colonies
and States, the region has always had a certain degree of unity, as a
region of Puritan colonies, of similar religious and political predilecIn 1643 most of its
tions and similar industries and economic life.
colonies were iinited in the New England Confederation.

New

!Eiigflaiid, Council for, a " Council established at Plymouth,
in the county of Devon, for the planting, ordering, ruling and govern-

New England in America." It was incorporated November 3,
and was little else than the reorganization of the Plymouth, or
North Virginia Company, of 1606. Ferdinando Gorges was the moving
Bradford obtained from this company a
spirit of the new corporation.

ing of
1620,

patent permitting the settlement of the Pilgrim Fathers. In 162 1 Gorges obtained an additional grant of territory called Laconia, which
comprised parts of the present States of Maine and New Hampshire,
The lands of the new companj-, which now extended from Long Island
to the

Bay

"New

of

Fundy,

v.-ere

distributed

i^ngiand Coiirant," the

the colonies.

It

was established

among twenty noblemen.
fourth newspaper published in
by James Franklin,

in 1721 at Boston,

deprived of the printing of the Boston News Leilcr.
much opposed to the publication of a new jourBut
nal, for they thought one quite sufficient for the entire continent.
Franklin inaugurated a new departure in journalism by attacking the
government officials and lampooning the clergy. On this account the

who had been

Franklin's friends were

suppression of his paper was threatened, whereupon Benjamin Franklin
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and continued the publication with the same

finally suppressed in 1727.

New England

Company,

V^tnigrant

a corporation formed at

Boston in 1855 to control emigration to the newly formed Territorj^ of
Kansas in the interest of the anti-slavery party. Slavery in Kansas had
been made possible by the adoption of the Kansas- Nebraska bill, and
slavery advocates in Missouri were actively at work for its establishment. The Emigrant Company aided immeasurably in making Kansas
a free State,

New England

Shilling, the name given to the first coins issued
by the mint established in that year at Boston. They were of
the value of " I2d, 6d and 3d peaces," stamped N K on the face and
XII, VI or III on the reverse to denote the value. The value of the
first named equaled eighteen and one-fourth cents.
in 1652

New France
160S.

was founded by Champlain's settlement of Quebec

in

Cultivating friendly relations with the Indians, fur-traders soon

explored the St. I^awrence basin, the Great Lakes and the Mississippi,
while Jesuit missions still further extended French influence. But the
province was over-governed by Louis XIV., and though some of the
governors were able men, the creation of a strong empire vv as prevented
by paternalism, crushing out all individual initiative, by excessive cen-

by official corruption and by religious bigotry. In 1690 the
English colonies had eight times as large a population, in 1754 twenty
times as great. But New France proved herself strong in a military
sense.
See the wars King William's War, Queen Anne's War, King
George's War, French and Indian War and the chief officials— Fronteuac and Montcalm. The final struggle was for the possession of the
tralization,

—

;

Ohio and Mississippi Valleys, and was a part of the Seven Years' War.
Its result was, to prevent the French scheme of connecting Canada and
Louisiana in one great empire, and entirely to destroy New France.
The Treaty of Paris (1763) gave it all to England.

New Hampshire

was one of the original thirteen States. In 1622
Gorges and John Mason obtained a grant of the land
lying between the Merrimac and the Kennebec Rivers. Rye, Dover and
Portsmouth were settled by Churchmen and royalists. In 1629 Mason
obtained a separate grant for the territory between the Merrimac and
the Piscataqua. Upon the death of INIason the colony was left to itself
until 1641, when it was annexed to Massachusetts.
In 1679 New Hampshire was made a royal province
in 1685 it was again annexed to Massachusetts, and in 1749 it again became a royal province.
At the outSir Ferdinando

;
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break of the Revolution, in 1775,

New Hampshire was

general government to form a temporary government.

advised

b}-

the

Constitutions

were adopted in 1776, 1784 and 1792, which last has been twice amended
The National Constitution was ratified with difficulty
in 1852 and 1877.
June 21, 17S8, b}' a vote of 57 to 46. At first New Hampshire was Federalist.
In 1805 the Democrats secured control of the State, which
they held until 1855, except in the jears 1809-1810, 1S13-1816. The
Democrats attacked the charter of Dartmouth College in 1816, and the
case was argued successfully in favor of the royal charter before the
U. S. Supreme Court by Daniel Webster. Complaints were made in
1829 by Hill and Woodbury, the Jackson leaders in the State, that
Mason, the president of the Portsmouth branch of the U. S. Bank, was
guilty of partiality in his loans. This led to the bank tioubles of Jackson's administration.

The population

lican.

From

1856 to 1894 the State v.as usually Repub-

in 1790

was 141,885

;

in 1S90

it

was

376,530.

New

Haven Colony. In 1638 a body of immigrants under Theophilus Baton and John Davenport settled at Quinnipiack, on the Sound,
where they lived for a year without government other than religious
Then they formed a government and established the New Haven
This colony entered the New England Confederacy, formed in
1643 for protection against the Canada settlers, the Dutch and Indians.
In 1662 the younger Winthrop obtained from Charles II. a charter for
the Connecticut colony, which charter included the New Haven colon3^
The latter resisted obstinately for many months, and was supported by
miity.

colony.

Massachusetts and Plymouth. On the arrival of the royal commission,
she was forced to give way and become absorbed in Connecticut (1664).

New Ireland.

In 1779 a British force and fleet under McNeill and

iMowatt held possession of what is now known as the Castine peninsula,
.\n expedition was sent from Boston to dislodge them.
in Maine.
This failed. The British, as a result of their success, endeavored the
next year to erect Maine into a province under the name of New
Ireland.

New
made a

The Dutch
of the original thirteen States.
small settlement in the south, and in 1655, under Governor

Jersey was one

Stuyvesant, erected Fort Nassau on the Delaware River, and forced the
Swedes, who had made a settlement in 1638, to acknowledge their rule.

When

Duke of York secured the country in 1664, he granted the
between the Delaware and the Hudson to Lord Berkeley and
Sir George Carteret, and gave it its present name in honor of Carteret,
who had held the island of Jersey for Charles II. during the Great Rethe

territory
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In 1665 some English emigrants settled Elizabethtown. New
Knglanders founded Middletown and Ne-\vark in 1666. Berkeley finally
soM liis share to certain Quakers, who sold it to a party headed by
Wi'liam Penn (1676). A boundary line was agreed upon, running
from Little Egg Harbor northwest to the Delaware at 41° 40' north
latitude.
400 Quakers settled in West New Jersey in 1677. William
I*enn and his associates purchased East New Jersey in 1682. In 1686
writs of quo zvarranto were issued against the governments of both JerThe two colonies
seys, but the proprietary rights were undisturbed.
were united in a royal colony in 1702. New Jersey was a principal
bellioii.

First Constitution 1776 (present
theater of fights in 1777 and 1778.
New Jersey ratified the National Constitution December 18,
1844).
17S7.

A

property qualification of

^50

for voting existed until 1S20.

have always been nearly equal, and have experienced few changes in strength. During the war the State was strongly
Democratic. Since the war the State has cast its votes for Democratic
Presidential candidates with the exception of 1872. The State LegisThe populalature has usually been in the hands of the Republicans.
tion of the State in 1790 was 184,139 in 1890 it was 1,444,933.

The

political parties

;

New

Jersey Plan, a scheme of a Federal Constitution suggested in
the Convention of 1787 by William Paterson, of New Jersey, June 15.
" The enlargement and correction of the Articles of ConIt proposed
:

federation

;

that Congress should remain a single body, and should

regulate taxation and commerce, and should choose the executive

;

that

from States should be continued that a judiciarj' should
be established that naturalization should be uniform that the executive
should coerce refractory States or individuals, and other provisions of
This plan was unfavorably reported, the Randolph
less importance.
plan being preferred, as creating a stronger government and doing more
requisitions

;

;

to

;

remedy the defects

New Jerseymen
foreign State comes

of the Confederation.

Foreigners.

down from

The saying that New Jersey is a
when Joseph Bonaparte, ex-

the time

king of Spain and Naples, after the downfall of Napoleon, sought an
asylum in the United States. As an alien he was obliged to obtain a
Pennsylspecial act of Legislature to enable him to hold real estate.
vania refused, but New Jersey consented, and he established himself in
princely magnificence at Bordentown. Hence men of other States used
humorously to declare that the Jerseymen, with their foreign prince,
were foreigners, and their State not a part of the Union.

"New

I/ights,**

religious revivalists in

Massachusetts and Con-

32

ENCYCLOPEDIC DICTIONARY.

necticut iu 1734

and

for

some years

later,

during the period

known

as

the "Great Awakening." The movement was started by Jonathan
Edwards and became a wild passion under the ministrations of George
Whitefield. The " New Lights " were so called in contradistinction to
the " Old Lights," or more conservative Churchmen,

New London was a resort of privaWest India trade. September 7, the
He
traitor, Benedict Arnold, was sent by Clinton against this town.
succeeded in plundering and destroying a large amount of property.
Fort Griswold, on the opposite side of the Thames, was carried, and its
commander. Colonel Ledyard, and sixty soldiers mercilessly killed.
Arnold retired when the militia began to assemble. (See also Blue

New I/Ondon,

teers

and a

Conn.

In 1781

favorite depot for the

Lights.)

Mo., a strong Confederate position, fortified by GenLeonidas Polk and garrisoned by troops from Beauregard's command. It was captured by the Federals under General Pope, March 14,
Pope had been dispatched by Halleck for this purpose and,
1862.
moving down the Mississippi River, had encamped two miles from
New Madrid. Siege guns having been brought from Cairo, General

New Madrid,

eral

Pluunner was sent by night to sink trenches and place sharpshooters.
This having been accomplished, firing began early March 13. Three of
the six Confederate gunboats were speedily disabled, and the next
Many
night, in the midst of a storm, New Madrid was evacuated.
valuable supplies were captured.

New Mexico

was organized as a Territory September 9, 1850, from
The Spaniard Nunez visited the
from INIexico.
country in 1537, and Coronado in 1540. In 1581 Bonillo explored the
region and named it New Mexico. Santa Fe was founded about 1609.
The Spaniards had great difBculty with the Pueblo Indians. General
Kearny captured Santa Fe in 1S46, and two years later, by the treaty of
Guadalupe Hidalgo, the United States came into possession of New
Mexico. The Territory of New Mexico was organized by Act of Con-

territory acquired

In 1853 a portion of the "Gadsden PurIn 1866 the Territory was finally reduced to its
present boundaries. The fear that a State church would be established
by the Mexicans in the State has prevented its admission into the
Union. The population of the Territory in 1890 was 153.593-

gress September

9,

1850.

chase" was annexed.

New Netherlands Company.
after the ascent of

river his

name.

This company was formed in 1615
Hudson River by the P^nglishman who gave that
Hudson was at that time in the employ of Holland.
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The company was founded by Amsterdam mercliants, who obtained a
monopoly of the trade for three years, and established a settlement at
Manhattan and trading posts on the Delaware River, The company
was succeeded by the Dutch West India Company.

New

Orange, the name given to the city of New York in 1673, when
the colony of New Netherland was retaken from England by the States
General of Holland. It was so called in honor of the Prince of Orange.

New Orleans, I^a., was founded in 171S by Jean Baptiste Lemoyne
de Bienville, and a few years later (1722) was made the capital of the
vast territory known as Louisiana. In 1 765 the town received the exiles
from Acadia, and in 1768 rose in arms against the cession of Louisiana
to Spain. The following year the people were compelled to submit by
a large Spanish force. In 1788 and 1794 the town was almost totally
destroyed by fire. In 1803 the city, with the rest of Louisiana, was
turned over to France, and by France to the United States. In 1807
Burr's conspiracy was here foiled, and on January 8, 1815, occurred the
battle of New Orleans.
In December, 1814, 7,000 British troops, under
General Pakenham, were transported from Jamaica to Lake Borgne for
an attack on New Orleans. General Jackson made every possible preparation to resist them.
On December 23, December 28 and January i
he had gained minor successes over them. But Pakenham was reinforced to 10,000 men. The decisive battle occurred on January 8, 1815.
General Jackson with 5,000 men drew up his first line in three detachments, two on the left bank and one of 800 men under General Morgan
on the right bank. The line was defended by numerous batteries and
redoubts, and by an armed vessel, the " Louisiana." General Pakenham, with 10,000 veteran troops, planned an attack in three divisions.
On the night before the battle Colonel Thornton was ordered to cross
the river and attack General Morgan. At dawn, the British second division, under General Gibbs, attacked Jackson's left, and soon after, the
third division, under General Keane, attacked the right. This last
movement was at first successful and captured part of Jackson's works,
but the battery and musketry fire was so deadly that they fell back in
disorder.
Meantime from this division General Keane had detached
half to assist the second division under General Gibbs. This had
attacked Jackson's strongest position. As they advanced to the charge
they were killed by the hundreds, yet did not falter. "When within 200
yards of the American line, the Kentucky and Tennessee riflemen,
deadly shots, four ranks deep, fired line by line. The slaughter was
terrible, but the British, now reinforced by General Keane's troops,
pressed on up to the very parapets. But Generals Pakenham and Gibbs
3
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were both mortallj' wounded. General Keane and Major Wilkinson,
the next in command, were so severely wounded that tliej- were carried
from the field and the British fell back in disorder. Colonel Thornton's
division had meantime captured General Morgan's position on the right
bank of the river, but was recalled in view of the defeat on the other
The British lost in this battle 700 killed, 1,400 wounded, and 500
side.
prisoners. The American loss was eight killed and thirteen wounded.
Occurring after the conclusion of peace at Ghent, the battle had no
lasting results, but was famous as the one great success won by American land forces in the War of 1812. In the Civil War New Orleans was
captured and occupied, May i, 1862, by Captain Farragut and General
Butler, after four days, April 24 to 27, inclusive, spent in bombarding
Forts Jackson and St. Philip, the Confederate strongholds below the
The Union armament concit}-, and in defeating the Confederate fleet.
sisted of four sloops of war, seventeen gunboats,

twentj'-one

bomb-

Commander Porter, and two sailing
for the Confederates, commanded thirteen armed steam-

schooners, these latter in charge of
vessels.

Lovell,

the steam battery " Louisiana," of sixteen guns, and the ram
" Manassas," besides a flotilla of five ships and rafts. There was in
addition a land force of some 3,000 men. Crossing the bar April 8, Farers,

ragut spent several days in preparing for a bombardment of P'orts Jackson and St. Philip. April 27, the bombardment began, 1,400 shells being
thrown in one day. The Union fleet was then arranged in two columns
and prepared to pass the forts, Farragut's column firing upon Fort
Jackson, Bailey's upon Fort St. Philip. A chain had been placed across
the " Hartford," Farragut's ship, got
the river, but this was broken
;

under cover of Porter's mortar-boats, and the others followed. The forts were silenced, and the Confederate flotilla attacked
and almost entirely destroyed. Lovell fled and F'arragut demanded the
surrender of New Orleans from the mayor. This was finally granted
and Butler took charge. In 1S90 great excitement against murderous
Italians led to lynchings bj' a mob.
safely through

New Somersetshire, a grant of territory extended to William
Gorges in 1636, and comprising those settlements along the coast of
IMaine, which had not been included in the Ferdinando Gorges patent
of 1631. William Gorges was appointed Deputy-Governor.
New York was one of the original

thirteen colonies. Henry HudDutch East India Company, discovered the
Hudson River (1609) while seeking for a passage to India. The Dutch
carried on fur trade with the Indians with no serious attempt at colonization until (1621) the formation of the Dutch West India Company,
son, in the

employ

of the
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was introduced (which gave rise to the antiSettlements were made at Fort Nassau
(Albany) 1614, and New Amsterdam (New York) 1623. The four Dutch
Governors were Minuit, Van Twiller, Kieft and Stuyvesant. In 1664
Nicolls captured the colony for the English and introduced the mixed
system of local government. At this time the population was very
heterogeneous, eighteen languages being spoken. Andros was made
Governor of New England and New York in 1688. His deputy, NicholIn 1690 the first colonial
son, was overthrown in New York by Leisler.
congress met at Albany to consider Indian troubles. About 1700 CapThe " negro plot " of 1741 caused
tain Kidd, the pirate, was captured.
During the Revolution the State contained many
terrible excitement.
In 1777 the first State Constitution was adopted (others, 1821
Tories.
The National Constitution was with difficulty adopted Julj^
and 1846)
The political history of New York until 1807 was a struggle
26, 1788.

when the patroon

S)-stem

rent difficulties of 1839-46).

.

of the great families for control.

In 1798 Burr introduced the "maThe Livingstons and Clin-

chine " into the politics of New York City.
tons introduced the spoils system in 1801.

From

1823 to 1850

New York

most part under the control of the Albany Regency. When
Van Buren entered Jackson's Cabinet he carried the practical methods
used by the Regency into national politics. The Erie Canal was opened
in 1825, and the following year the first railroad, the Hudson and
Mohawk, was chartered. In 1826 William Morgan, who had divulged
some of the secrets of the Masonic Order, disappeared, and the Masons
were charged with his murder. The Anti-Masonic party was formed
and nominated William Wirt, of Virginia, for President in 1831. The
*'
loco focos " opposed the grant of special banking privileges. The
" hunkers " desired the extension of the canal system, the " barnburners " its restriction. In 1850 the Regency disappeared. In 1855
the " know-nothing " party elected State officers below the Governor.
After this the State was Republican until 1862, when the Democrats
elected the Governor.
During the Civil War the State furnished 467,047
troops to the Union army. In 1873 the Democratic party was thoroughly organized by Samuel J. Tilden. In 1871-72 William M. Tweed
was convicted of peculation iu New York City. The failure of Jay Cooke
& Co. caused a financial panic in 1873. Jo^'i'i Kelly led a revolt of Tammany against the regular Democratic candidate, Robinson, in 1879, and
caused the election of a Republican Governor. Garfield refused to grant
the control of the patronage in New York to the Senators, Conklingand
Piatt, whereupon they resigned their seats and appealed to the Legislature for re-election, but were defeated in July, 1881. A division of
Republicans into " stalwarts " and " half-breeds " followed. In recent

was

for the
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years the Republicans have carried the elections of the years 1872, 1S79,
In 1S82 Cleveland was elected Governor by
1881, 1S83, 1888 and 1S93.

a majority of 192,854. A constitutional convention sits in 1894. The
population of New York, which in 1790 was 340,120, in 1890 was 5,997,The fifth State in 1790, it became the most populous in 1820, and
853.

has remained such ever since.

Newburgh Sedition. While Washington had his headquarters in
Newburgh, on the Hudson, December, 1782, great dissatisfaction manifested itself among his officers, and they addressed a memorial to Congress, demanding their back pay, and security for future services.
Congress refused to grant the demands, and in the following March a
well-written address was circulated with a view to stirring up a revolt.
The matter became so serious that Washington appeared before a meeting of the protestants, where putting on his spectacles he remarked,
You see, gentlemen, that I have not only grown gray but blind in your
service," and then delivered such a patriotic address that the spirit of
'

'

insubordination immediately disappeared.

On August 9, 177S, the
off.
appeared off Newport, and on the loth D'Estaing
The two fleets
sailed out past the English batteries to fight him.
maneuvered all day in the face of a stiff wind, which finally increased to
a hurricane and scattered the ships, those of D'Estaing's being so badly
damaged that he had to put into Boston for repairs and the English
Newport, Naval Demonstration

fleet of

sailed

Lord

Howe

back to Sandy Hook.

Newton, John, born in 1S23, commanded a brigade at South MounHe commanded a division at Fredericksburg and
tain and Antietani.
Chancellorsville and a corps at Gettj-sburg. He superintended the removal

Nez

of obstructions in Hell Gate, N. Y., in 1885.

Perces, an Indian

tribe in Idaho.

Died

1895.

They have remained

to the whites, covering Colonel Steptoe's retreat in the

friendly

Oregon War.

In 1S54 they disposed of a part of their laud, and a part of the tribe

went on a new reservation.

Niagara, Fort. During the French War, in the summer of 1759,
the English under Prideaux laid siege to Fort Niagara, which was
defended by a garrison of 600. Prideaux was reinforced by Johnson
with 2,300, partly Indians. After a few M'eeks an attempt was made to
This party was beaten off and no alternative was
but to surrender. This the garrison did with honors of war on July
By the capture of Niagara, the English cut off the French from all

succor the French.
left

24.
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In the War of 1812, on November 21, 1S12,
their posts in the interior.
a severe bombardment was opened against this fort from the British
fortifications on the Canadian side.
The artillery duel lasted all daj-,
resulting in slight damage to the fort and the loss of four killed and five
wounded. Later, in retaliation for the burning of Newark by the
Americans, Colonel Murraj-, with about 1,000 British and Indians,
crossed over from Canada, December 19, 1813, and naade a night attack
upon the fort. The main gate, through gross negligence, was foimd
wide open, the commander was away and the men asleep
The fort
was captured without much difficulty, but some slight resistance aroused
the passions of the British and a number of Americans were massacred.
From this point as a center the whole Niagara frontier was ravaged and
made desolate. With the fort were captured 344 men and immense
!

stores of arms,

ammunition and military

supplies.

Niagara Falls, so called from an Iroquois Indian word meaning
the " thunder of water." It was first visited and described in 1678 by a
French missionary. Father Hennepin. In 1751 Kalm, a Swedish naturalist, published a description of the Falls in the Gentleman's
]]lagazine. Professor James Hall made a trigonometrical survey and a

map

of the Falls for the United States Coast

The

Nicaragtia Canal.

INIaritime

Survey

Canal

in 1842.

Company

of Nicaragua,

capital f 100,000,000, was incorporated under a charter granted by Congress in 1889, permission having been previously obtained from the

Nicaragua Government for the exclusive right of consti-ucting and
operating an interoceanic ship canal.
Excavations were begun October

8, 1891, at

San Juan del Norte, or Grej'town.

the proposed waterway

The

The

total length of

Lakes Nicaragua and Managua furnish an adequate high water level supply. In 1S92
the canal had been opened one mile from Greytown. The sum then
expended in plant and work amounted to |;6oo,ooo. A bill was reported
unanimously by the Senate Foreign Affairs Committee recommending a
government guarantee of f 100,000,000, but it was quickly withdrawn
and no further attempt was made to revive the project until February
17, 1900, when the House Committee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce reported a bill providing for the construction and ownership of
the Nicaragua Canal by the United States. By this bill the route was
described and |io,ooo,ooo appropriated to begin the work of construction, which is limited in cost to $140,000,000.
is

i69>^ miles.

reservoirs of

Nicholas, Wilson C. (1757-1S20), became an officer in the colonial
army and commanded Washington's life-guard ixutil 1783. He was a
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member of the Virginia Convention that ratified the Federal ConstituHe represented Virginia in the U. S. Senate as a Democrat from
tion.
He was Governor of
iSoo to 1804 and in the House from 1S07 to 1809.
Virginia from 1814 to 1817.

Nicholson, Alfred O. P. (180S-1S76), represented Tennessee in the
U. S. Senate as a Democrat from 1S41 to 1S43 and from 1S59 to 1861.
He wrote the famous "Nicholson Letter" to aspirants for the Presidential nomination in 184S.

Nicholson, James W. A. (1821-1887), commanded the "Isaac
Smith" at Port Royal in 1861. From 1863 to 1864 he commanded the

"Shamrock" and
and

in 1864 the monitor "

Manhattan "

at

Fort Gaines

Morgan.

P'ort

Nicola, Colonel I/Cwis, came to America in 1766 and offered his
Washington in the War of the Revolution, which were gladly
He was given a command and distinguished himself in
accepted.
In May, 1782, he addressed a well-written letter
several engagements.
to Washington, in which, professing to .speak for the army, he urged
the necessity for a monarchy, to secure an efficient government, and
proposed to Washington to accept the title of king, which he promised
the army would confirm. In his reply to Nicola, Washington wrote
" If I am not deceived in the knowledge of myself, you could not have
found a person to whom your schemes are more disagreeable."

services to

:

Nicolay, John G., born in 1S32, came to America from Bavaria in
He was secretary to President Lincoln from i860 to 1865. He
was U. S. Consul at Paris from 1865 to 1869. He wrote " The Outbreak
of the Rebellion," and, with Colonel John Hay, a voluminous work
1838.

called "

Abraham Lincoln

:

a History."

Nicolet, Jean, a French trader and explorer,

who

traveled as far

west as Wisconsin about 1634. His reports of the Mississippi led the
Jesuits to believe it a passage to India.

NicoUs, Sir Richard (1624-1672), came to America with a fleet
from England in 1664. New Netherlands surrendered to him witliout
He
resistance, and he remained Governor till his resignation in 1667.
changed the name to New York, published the first code of English law
in America, established English municipal government in the city, and
managed the affairs of the colony most creditably.
Nilee,

John M.

(1787-1856), represented Connecticut in the U. S.
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Senate as a Democrat from 1835 to 1S39, and from 1S43 to
was Postmaster-General in Van Buren's Cabinet from 1S40 to

Ninety-Six, Fort, Evacuation

of,

June

29, 17S1.

1849.

He

1841.

One by one

the British liad evacuated the strongholds in the interior of South
Carolina. Fort Ninetj'-Six alone remained in their possession. This
was strongly garrisoned and held out against Greene for twenty-eight
Rawdon then appeared with 2,000 men and Greene prudently
days.
retired.
The British General, however, could not hold the fort and

keep his army so far from the sea-board.
and retired ujjon Charleston.

Nipmucks,

a tribe of

New England

central INIassachusetts.

The majority

join with Philip in his

war against the

Accordingly he evacuated

it

Indians, situated in southern-

of the

Nipmucks did not

colonists, but

at first

were active against

the English during the struggle in Connecticut (1675). In January,
1676, the remnant of Philip's tribe, with the Narragansetts, the Quaboag
and River Indians, effected a junction with the Nipmucks. On the
overthrow of Pliiliji the Nipmucks fled north and west.

Nixon, Jolin (1733-1808), of Massachusetts, was prominent in the
pre-revolutionary movements. He conmianded at I'ort Island in 1776,
and led a battalion at Princeton.
North America from 1792 to 180S.

He was

president of the

Bank

of

No Man's I/and. In 1S45 Texas, on being admitted into the Union,
ceded to the United States that strip of her land which lay north of 36'^
30' north latitude.
This piece, 167 miles by 35, was without government

until 1S90,

when

it

became a part

of

Oklahoma,

Noble, John W., born in Lancaster, Ohio, in 1831, served during
the Civil War as colonel and brevet brigadier-general. He was Secretary
of the Interior in Harrison's Cabinet from 1889 to 1893 and at the expiration of his term returned to St. Louis

and renewed the practice

of

law.

Nominations.

In the earlier stages of American political develop-

ment, nominations to elective offices were made by private, informal
agreements among active politicians, or bj' the more organized caucus

;

or else the candidate announced his candidacy publicly, and ran for the
office without other nomination.
Next came the legislative caucus.

From
other,

1796 to 1816 candidates for the Presidency, for one party or tluwere selected by caucuses of the members of Congress belonging

to that party.

The

practice fell into dislike by 1824 (see

Caucus).
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Nominations of State officers to be elected by the people were similarly
made by party caucuses in the Legislature, But this gave, in the case
of a given party, no representation of those districts whose legislative
delegates were not of that party. Hence arose a modification of the
caucus, the caucus being supplemented by the addition of delegates
From this despecially sent up from those unrepresented districts.
veloped the nominating convention pure and simple, and this institution,
developed in the States, was soon transferred to the Federal arena. In
the case of most U. S. officers of importance, not elected by the people,
the President nominates, subject to confirmation by the Senate, as
provided by the Constitution of 1787. (See arts. Removals, and Tenure

—

of Office Act.)

Non-Importatiott Agreement, a compact entered into by the
New York and Boston in 1765, unanimously binding
themselves to order no new merchandise from England and to countermand old orders. This was in retaliation for the Stamp Act, The
agreement was rendered in 1767 in consequence of the Townshend
Acts and was strictly observed until 1770, when tea only was pro-

merchants of

hibited.

Non-Intercourse Act, an Act of Congress passed March i, 1809, to
be substituted for the Non-Importation Act and the embargo. It was
to continue until the next session of Congress, but was revived by the
Acts of June 28, 1S09, May i, iSio, and March 2, 181 1. It forbade the
entrance to American ports of public or private British or French
vessels, all commercial intercourse with France or Great Britain, and
the importation, after May 20, 1809, of goods grown or manufactured
in France or Great Britain or their colonies.
In 1789 the Spaniards seized a number of British
in what was then called California, on the
ground that they were intruding on Spanish possessions. War nearly
But by the provisions of the so-called Nootka Convention,
resulted.
England and Spain agreed to trade along the coast
October

Nootka Sound.

vessels in

Nootka Sound,

28, 1790,

side

by

side, respecting

each other's settlements.

Norfolk, Va., was founded in 1705 and became a city in 1845. At
took
the beginning of the Revolution, December 9, 1775, a skirmish
Dunplace at Norfolk between Virginia sharpshooters and Governor
more, who had erected a fort to guard the southern approach to NorAfter a hot fire of fifteen minutes, in
folk against any chance rebels.
which the Governor's

force lost sixty-seven

men, the

loyalists retired.
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The Governor sought the

fleet and in revenge fired the town with redNorfolk was scourged by the yellow fever in 1S55. During
the: early part of the Civil War Norfolk was the principal naval depot
of the Confederacy. The Union troops obtained possession of the city
May 19, 1862, and held it for the remainder of the war.
ho': shot.

Normand, Jacques B.

(1809-1867), came as an exile to the United
from France in 1848. He established the communistic colony of
La Reunion in Texas in 185 1, which was afterward expelled by the
government. He has published numerous works on communism,
vStates

Norsemen. The vikings of Norway and Iceland are represented in
the Icelandic sagas as having voyaged to America about the year 1000,
The most famous of these accounts is that respecting Leif Ericsson.
The sagas speak of settlements made on this coast, which maintained
their connection with

Greenland and the other Norse countries for
Attempts have been made to locate these settlements at given points on the American coast, as in Rhode Island, but
with little success, it is believed by the most scientific authorities. The
name of their chief settlement was Vinland. Columbus is supposed by
many to have obtained knowledge of their voyages. The idea of connecting the Old Mill at Newport with the Norsemen is now abandoned.
several centuries.

North, Frederick, i^arl of Guilford (1733-1792), known as Lord
North until 1790, became a Lord of the Treasury in 1763. In 1765 he
advocated the Stamp Act and maintained the right of England to tax
the colonies. He was Chancellor of the Exchequer and leader of the
House of Commons in 1767. From 1770 to 1782 he was First Lord of
the Treasury and Prime Minister of England. He followed the policy
of George III. in the coercion of the colonies and proposed the enforcement of the tea duty in 1773 and the Boston port bill in 1774. As head
of the government he managed the war against America. After Yorktown, the failure of the king's efforts being manifest, he resigned.

North Anna River, Va.,
Grant,

commanding

a two days' conflict during the Civil War.
127,000 Federals, was endeavoring to push on to

Richmond, while Lee opposed him with 110,000 Confederates. The
fight occurred I\Iay 23 and 25, 1864.
W'hen Grant arrived at the North
Anna River he found Lee's lines drawn up in a strong position on the
other side of the stream. Warren was dispatched across the Jericho
Ford by Grant to attack Lee's left, it being his weak point. It was
soon strengthened, but Warren managed to repulse Hill's assault and
finally drove the Confederates back and intrenched himself near their
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position,

driven

after capturing

i,ooo prisoners.

McLaws from an ugly

Hancock meantime had

fortification at the Chesterfield bridge.

Grant thought that his passage of the river was assured on the 24th,
but Lee had chosen an impregnable position along the North Anna and
When Burnside attempted to cross on
Little Rivers and some marshes.
the 25th, his advance division under Crittenden was driven back with
Grant therefore decided to retire, June 26th.
fearful slaughter.

Nortli Carolina was one of the original thirteen colonies. The first
attempts to make a settlement were made by Raleigh. His failures
caused a prejudice against the region. Soon after the settlement of
Virginia, 1607, the territory was explored and small settlements made by
hunters and adventurers from Virginia. Charles I. gave the territory
to his attorney-general, Sir Robert Heath, in 1629. In 1653 Roger

Greene with Virginian dissenters founded the

first

permanent

settle-

ment in North Carolina, at Albemarle. A party of New Englanders
made a settlement on the Cape Fear River, 1660, but soon left the
country in disgust and were followed by a company from Barbadoes,
1665, established the colony of Clarendon, on the Cape Fear
In 1663 Charles II. gave both Carolinas to eight of his favorThe territory extended to the parallel 36° 30' on the north, to 29°
ites.
on the south, and west to the South Sea. The king gave a charter to
the proprietors in 1665, and in 1669 the colonial Legislature attempted
to attract immigrants by a law which prevented the collection of all
debts incurred by settlers before moving to the Carolinas. In the same
year Locke's Fundamental Constitutions attempted to institute the

who, in
River.

but without success, and in 1693 the attempt was
In 1700 the two colonies were separated, and in 1729 North
Carolina became a royal colony. In May, 1775, the "Mecklenburg
Declaration of Independence " is said to have been issued by the in-

feudal system,

abandoned.

habitants of Mecklenburg County (see art.). The first State Constitution was made in 1776 (the present in 1868). The population of the
State was large but ill-organized at the time of the Revolution. The
State refused to ratify the national Constitution until 1789, and was
thus next to the last of the thirteen States to accept that document.
The State was Democratic until 1840, when it was controlled by the

In 1S60until 1852, since which date it has been Democratic.
the sentiment was at first decidedly opposed to secession on the
ground that it would be impolitic but upon Lincoln's call for troops,
the Legislature in special session called a State Convention, which, on
May 20, I SGr, passed a secession ordinance. North Carolina was dis-

Whigs
61

;

satisfied

with the Confederate Government, and

it

was even propo;;cd
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to secede from the Confederacy.

North Carolina was restored to her
place in the Union July 11, 186S. In 1869 the Ku-Klux Klan appeared
in Alamance and Caswell Counties, and Federal aid was solicited by
Governor Holden. In 186S and 1S72, Grant carried the State for the
Republicans. Since that time the State has been Democratic. The
population of the State in 1790 was 393,751 in 1890 it was 1,617,947.
;

North Dakota was

originally a part of the Louisiana cession.

Be-

boundary between the United States and
Canada it was under British rule. A settlement was made at Pembina
in 1812 by Lord Selkirk, who supposed that the region belonged to the
English. With South Dakota it was organized as the Territory of Dakota in 1861. In 18S9, November 2, North Dakota became a State. A
prohibitory law went into effect July, 1890. Prior to the appearance of
the Farmers' Alliance the State was Republican. The population of
1890 was 182,719.
fore the settlement of the

North Point (near Baltimore). Here the British force while pushing forward to attack Baltimore on September 12, 1814, came upon the
American army and immediately joined battle. After two hours' hard
fighting, the British right put to flight the American left, which in its
retreat threw the rest of the line into confusion and forced a general
The Americans fell back toward Baltimore, leaving behind
wounded and two field-pieces.

retreat.

their

Northeast Boundary.
boundary of the United

The Treaty

of 1783 defined the Northeast

toward Canada, as extending from the
source of the St. Croix due north to the highlands or watershed between
the Atlantic and St. Lawrence systems, thence along those highlands
to the northwesternmost head of the Connecticut River.
Disputes over
this definition lasted from that time to 1S42.
In 183 1 the King of the
Netherlands, as arbitrator, made an award which neither party was
willing to accept. Finally, by the Webster-Ashburton Treaty of 1842,
the present line was agreed upon, not greatly differing from that suggested by the Dutch king, and giving about seven-twelfths of the disputed territory to the United States and about five-twelfths to Great
States,

Britain.

Northwest Boundary Question.

The territory bounded north by
by the Rocky Mountains, south by latitude 42°, and
west by the Pacific Ocean has been claimed at various times and to various extents by Russia, Spain, Great Britain and the United States.
The Russian claim, which rested mainly upon occupation by fur traders,
latitude 54° 40', east
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United
and Russia
none south of that latitude. England and Russia agreed upon the same
terms. The Spanish claims were confined south of latitude 42° by the
Great Britain had little or no claim
treaty which ceded Florida in 1819.
by discovery. The United States' claim rested upon the voyage of
Gray up the Columbia River in 1792 and the explorations of Lewis and
Clark through the Rocky Mountains and through the Oregon country
By the treaty of October 20,
in 1805-06, under the orders of Jefferson.
Mountains was to be opened
1 818, the whole territory west of the Rocky
to both countries for ten years, and, in 1827 the joint occupation for an
Later this produced dissatisfaction,
indefinite period was agreed upon.
and after considerable negotiation. Great Britain was induced in 1846 to
accept latitude 49° at the boundary from the Rocky Mountains to the
channel between Vancouver's Island and the mainland.

was

settled

by a

States were to

treaty January ii, 1825.

make no

Under

this treaty the

settlements north of latitude 54°

40',

the Ordinance of 1787 for its governTerritory, consisting of the area west of Penn-

Northwest Territory, and
ment.

The Northwest

Ohio River, and east of the Mississippi, came under the control of the Continental Congress by reason of the cessions
made by Virginia (1784), New York (1782), Massachusetts (1785) and
Connecticut ( 1 7S6). In 1784 Jefferson brought forward an ordinance
Its leading features were that it
for the government of this territory.
provided for its erection into States, and their entrance into the Union
on equal terms with the rest. A clause which would have prohibited
sylvania, north of the

In 1787 a new ordinance was
framed upon this and passed on September 13. The credit of its final
form, including the forbidding of slavery, has been attributed to Nathan
Dane, member of the Continental Congress from Massachusetts, and,
more largely of late, to Dr. Manasseh Cutler, of the same State, agent
of the Ohio Company. The ordinance provided that no land was to be
taken up until it had been purchased from the Indians and offered for
no property qualification was required of
sale by the United States
a temporary government, consisting of an appointed
electors or elected

slavery after 1,800 was voted down.

;

;

governor and law-making judges, might be established until the adult
male population of the territory increased to 5,000 then a permanent
and representative government would be permitted, with the right of
sending a representative to Congress, who should debate, but not vote.
;

•

When

the

number

of inhabitants in

any of the

five divisions of the ter-

should be admitted as a new State the new
States should remain forever a part of the United States should bear
the same relation to the government as the original States should pay
ritory equaled 60,000,

it

;

;

;
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should in their governments
uphold republican forms, and slavery should exist in none of them. It
;

also provided for equal division of the property of intestates,

and

for

the surrender of fugitive slaves from the States. Under this government Arthur St. Clair was Governor of the territory from 17S8 to 1S02,

when Ohio became a

The western

State.

portions were then organized

as the Territory of Indiana, the northern as the Territory of Michigan,
in 1805.

Nor umbega,

the

the Eastern coast.

name given by

In 1539

early explorers to various parts of

was applied

to the whole coast from Cape
Breton to Florida in 1556, to that country lying between Cape Breton
and the Jersey coast, and after that time till the seventeenth century to
New England. In 1605 Champlain applied it to the territory now comprised in the State of Maine, the Norumbega River being identical with
the Penobscot. David Ingram, who was put ashore in the Gulf of Mexit

;

ico by Hawkins in 1568, traveled afoot to the St. John's River, passing
through Massachusetts and Maine.
He described Norumbega as a
splendid Indian city.
Humphrey Gilbert, Walker and Rut were the
earliest English explorers of Norumbega.

Norwalk, Connecticut, was plundered and burned by Governor
Tryon July 8, 1779. During the conflagration Tryon sat in a rockingchair upon an overlooking hill, a delighted spectator of the scene. This
man, whom the English themselves despised for his barbarities, after
completing the destruction of many pleasant New England villages,
boasted of his extreme clemency in leaving a single house standing on
the coast of Connecticut.

Nott, IS'-liplialet (1773-1S66), was president of Union College, New
York, from 1804 to 1866 and one of the most distinguished of American
educators. His address on the death of Alexander Hamilton became
famous.

Nova

Cjesarea, the Latin name for New Jersey. The island of
its name from the Latin name Caesarea, given to it in

Jersey derives

Roman

times.

Nova Constellatio Coinage, two silver coins invented by Robert
Morris in 1783 for national coinage, but not accepted by the Continental
Congress. They were called the Mark and the Quint. Their values
were respectively about seventy and thirty-five cents, their weights
eleven pennyweights six grains, and five penn3'weights fifteen grains.
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There were only a few pattern pieces struck
coinage, see Mark, and Quint.)

ofT.

(

For description of

this

Novum Bboracum, the Latin name for New York, York in England
having originally been called Eboracum by the Romans, whence Eoforwic, whence York.
Nullification, the formal suspension by a State government of the
lav*' of the United States within the territory under the
jurisdiction of the State, was first suggested as the rightful remedy in
the case of illegal stretches of Federal legislative authority, in the Kenoperation of a

Practical exemplifications of its operation
tucky Resolutions of 1799.
were afforded by Pennsylvania in the Olmstead case in 1809, by Georgia
But the theory was most
in the matter of the Cherokees (1825-30), etc.
completely developed by John C. Calhoun, and its most important application was in South Carolina in 1832, in her protest against the tariff
of that year, which was exceedingly distasteful to the Southern States.

Calhoun's nullification contemplated a suspension of the objectionable
law by an aggrieved State, until three-fourths of the States in national
convention should overrule the nullification. The question turned

upon the dogma of State sovereignty. The State Legislature of 1832,
made up of nullifiers, put the State in a position for war and passed various acts resuming powers expressly prohibited to the States by the
Constitution.

December

it,

President Jackson issued the " nullifica-

tion proclamation," declaring nullification to be incompatible with the
existence of the Union and contrary to the Constitiition. February i,
1833, a bill called the

" bloody

izing the enforcement of the

bill

" was passed by Congress, authorFebruary 26. Clay submitted a

tariff.

compromise tariff bill, which was enacted.
South Carolina Convention repealed the

March

16, 1833.

In consequence of this the
nullification ordinance

on
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Oak Grove, Va., a point much coveted by McClellan during the
Peninsular campaign, just previous to the siege of Richmond. Ileintzelman's corps, with a portion of Sumner's and Keyes', was dispatched
From here it was McClellan's intention to strike
to capture this place.
On June 25, 1862, Heintzelman, moving along the
Williamsburg road, encountered a small detachment of lyce's army.
An engagement at once took place, Sickles and Grover, of Hooker's
The position was won after
division, bearing the brunt of the attack.
a Federal loss of over 500 men.
the Old Tavern.

Oak Hill,
his

life,

in

the residence of James Monroe, during the latter part of

Loudoun County, Va.

The Oak

Hill

mansion was planned

by Monroe himself.

Oath. The Constitution provides that before the President "enter
on the execution of his ofiice he shall take the following oath or affirma" I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will faithfull}' execute the
tion
office of President of the United States, and will, to the best of my
ability, preserv-e, protect and defend the Constitution of the United
States." This oath is administered by the Chief Justice of the Supreme
Court. A similar oath is required of all officers National and State, and
belonging to the executive, legislative and judicial departments. The
first Act of Congress provided for oaths of office.
:

Oath of Allegiance at Valley Forge.

On

the

12th of

May,

Washington, as Conmiander-in-Chief, administered the Oath of
Allegiance to his generals-subordinate, placing their hands on the Bible
at the time.
When W^ashington began to read the form to General
Charles Lee, who had recently been exchanged for General Prescott,
captured at Rhode Island, that officer withdrew his hand, a':'d for reason
" As to King George, I am ready enough to
for his conduct replied
absolve myself from all allegiance to him but I have some scruples
about the Prince of Wales." Lee was then playing a desperate game
of treason.
He did, however, subscribe to the oath.
1778,

:

;

Observatories. The first telescope used in the United vStates for
astronomical purposes was set up at Yale College in 1S30. The first
observ^atory building was erected at Williams College, in 1836, by Pro-
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Hopkins. In 1838 the Hudson Observatory was organized in
connection with the Western Reserve University, in 1839 that of Harvard. The West Point Observatory soon followed. A Government Observatory was erected at Georgetown, D. C, in 1847, but has since been
removed to Mount Lookout, near Washington. The Ann Arbor Observatory, Mich., founded in 1854, has accomplished valuable work, as
has also the United States Naval Observatory at Washington. Many of
the colleges have now more or less efficiently equipped observatories.
In 1874 James Lick, of San Francisco, gave 1:750,000 for a telescope and
other apparatus for an obsen^atory. Accordingly the Lick Observatory
was erected on Mount Hamilton, Cal., being completed in 18SS. The
Lick telescope is one of the most powerful in the world, and with it
numerous interesting and valuable discoveries have been made.
fessor

Ocala Platform,
It

1890.

of the Farmers' Alliance Congress,

demanded the

abolition of national

banks

;

December

8,

the establishment

which should lend money directly to the people at low
low tariff, the prohibition of
ownership of land, and a graduated income tax. So called from

of sub-treasuries

rates of interest, free coinage of silver,

alien

the place of meeting, Ocala, Fla.

O'Conor, Charles (1804-1884), of New York, was admitted to the
bar at the age of twenty. He sympathized with the Confederates during the Civil War. He was nominated for President of the United
" Labor Reform " branch of the Democratic party in 1872.
vSta es by the
He was counsel for Jefferson Davis when he was indicted for treason.
He was largely the means of destroying the "Tweed Ring," and was
noted as a lawyer.

Oconostota
dians.

(before

1730— after

1S09),

head king of the Cherokee InFort Loudon, and massacred

He captured Fort Prince George and

the garrisons in revenge for an attack by English settlers in 1756. He
aided the English in the Revolutionary War by harassing the frontiers
of Virginia and the Carolinas, but was soon afterward dethroned.

Odd Fellows. The first lodge of the Independent Order of Odd
Fellows in the United States was organized at Baltimore in April, 1819,
by Thomas Wildey and four others. Lodges were established in Boston
and in Philadelphia in 1821, receiving charters from the Grand
Lodge at Baltimore. Since then the order has been established in every
State and Territory of the Union.

in 1820,

Odell Town (Canada near Lake Champlain). Here LieutenantColonel P'orsvth had two small skirmishes with the British, June 22,
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lost his

own

life.

The

British loss

Ogdensburg, N. Y. February 22, 1S13, Colonel McDonell, with
800 British soldiers, attacked the village and also Fort Presentation,
commanded by Colonel Forsyth. The attack upon the fort was repulsed,
but that on the village was successful. The British now reformed and
moved against the fort, which, however, had meanwhile been evacuated,
the Americans retreating to Black Lake, nine miles away.

Two armed

sloops and the barracks were burned, the village plundered, and

two prisoners made.

wounded

;

The American

loss

was

five killed

and

fifty-

fifteen

the British, six killed and forty-eight wounded.

Oglesby, Richard

engaged in the Mexican War.
a brigade at Fort Henrj- and Fort
1S63 to 1S64 he commanded the Sixteenth Anny
J., born in 1S24,

In the Civil

War he commanded

Donelson.

From

He was Governor of

Illinois from 1S64 to 1869 and in 1S72.
He
was a Republican U. vS. Senator from 1873 to 1879, and was again Governor from 1884 to 1S8S.

Corps.

Oglethorpe, James Edward (169S-1785), the founder of Georgia,
was an officer in the British army and a member of Parliament, whose
sympathies had become directed toward the misfortunes of debtors. In
1732 he received from the king a grant of land for the purpose of founding a colony for this class, and in 1733 founded Savannah. The settlement prospered fairly. Oglethorpe, who had twice returned to lingland,

commanded an

unsuccessful expedition against St. Augustine in 1741

war with Spain. The next year he repelled a Spanish attack on
the colony, and returned finalh' to England in 1743. Subsequently, for
in the

Young Pretender, he received severe
In 1752 he resigned the charter of Georgia to the crown.

the conduct of a force against the
criticism.

O'Hara, Charles (i73o?-i8o2), came to Virginia from England in
command of a regiment in 1780. He served at Cowpens, led the left
wing

of Cornwallis'

army

at Guilford,

and surrendered

at

Yorktowu.

Ohio, a State of the Union, was formed from the Northwest Territory-.
was originally explored by the French, and at the time of the French
and Indian War was claimed by both English and French. The former's claim was made good by the treaty of 1763.
In 1774 the " Quebec
Act " joined Ohio and the whole Northwest to Canada, but this act was
nullified by the treaty of 1783.
South of 41° north latitude Ohio formed
a part of the cession of Virginia to the general government in 1783.
The territory north of that Hue was claimed by Connecticut by virtue
It

4
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which extended her territory to the South
was ceded to the United vStates by
Connecticut in 1786, but the ownership of the lands was retained by
that State, which gave rise to the name, " The Connecticut Reservation," or " Western Reserve." In 17S6 the Ohio Company, composed
of the charter of Charles
Sea.

The

II.,

jurisdiction over this part

through the
agency of Manasseh Cutler. The following year Congress passed the
Ordinance of 1787 for the government of the Northwest Territory.
This provided for not more than five nor less than three States, forbade
slavery and provided for the support of education. In 1788 Marietta
was founded by settlers under General Putnam. In 1791 St. Clair's
army was surprised and cut to pieces by the Indians, who were finally
defeated by General Wayne in 1794. In 1800 Ohio was set off from the
Northwest under a separate government, and in 1S03 was admitted as a
A boundary dispute with Michigan, called the "Toledo War,"
State.
was settled in favor of Ohio b}- the Act of Congress which provided for
the admission of Michigan in 1836. The Democrats held control of the
of Massachusetts people, obtained control of 1,500,000 acres

when Clay obtained its electoral votes. From 1824
Whigs usually controlled the State because of their policy

State until 1824,
until 1838 the

improvements and protective tariff. From 1838 until 1855
the Democrats were successful, except in the years 1840 and 1844. In
1848 a deadlock occurred in the organization of the Legislature, which
resulted in favor of the Democrats and in the election of Salmon P.
Chase, a Free-Soil Democrat, to the U. S. Senate. In 1S55 the Republicans elected a Governor, and in 1856 Republican electors were chosen
In State elections the State
as in all subsequent Presidential elections.
has been usually Republican, as at present (1894). The " Pond Law,"
of internal

was declared unconstitutional in 1882,
and was followed by the " Scott Lav.'," which was upheld by the courts.
Ohio furnished 319,659 troops to the Union arm}'. In 1863 General
Morgan, who had invaded Ohio, was captured at New Lisbon. The
State furnished some of the most successful generals of the Union
in 1890 it was
arm}'. The population of the State in 1802 was 41,915
History by
3,672,316. The present Constitution was made in 185 1.
Howe.
for the taxation of liquor selling,

;

Ohio Company. In 1749 George II. granted to a band of wealthy
Virginians, calling themselves the Ohio Company, a tract of land containing 500,000 acres, and lying mostly to the west of the moiintains
and south of the Ohio River. Thomas Lee was the projector of this

company, but

it

was

later

conducted by Lawrence Washington.

The

condi'dons of the grant were that 100 families should be established
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a fort should be built and a garrison maintained.

Numerous

storehouses were also established.

Ohio Company (the second), formed March i, 1786, on the
suggestion and in the house of Rufus Putnam, of Rutland, Mass.
Jlarch 3, Putnam, Cutler, Brooks, Sargent and Cushing reported an association of 1,000 shares, each of |5r,ooo in Continental certificates, or
$1 25 in gold. A year was allowed for subscription.
Land was to be purchased from Congress, in tracts lying between the Ohio and Lake Erie.

May 9, 1787, Parsons, agent for the company, appeared before Congress
and was well received. Congress granted certain lots free of charge,
and an enormous tract was bought at about eight or nine cents per acre
in specie.
Colonization was immediately begun, and slavery was prohibited.
The company had much influence in shaping the Ordinance
for the Government of the Northwest Territory.
Ojibways, or Chippewas, a tribe of Algonquin Indians living on
Lake Huron and Lake Superior. Early wars with neighboring tribes greatly reduced their numbers. They joined Pontiac.
During the Revolution they were allies of England, but made peace by
treaties in 1785 and 1789.
They joined in the Miamis' uprising, but,
reduced by Wayne, made peace in 1795. They ceded most of their
lands on Lake Erie in 1805. They renewed hostilities in 181 2, but
the shores of

joined in the peace of 1816, and relinquished

all their

lands in Ohio.

Other treaties ceding territory followed, and by 1S51 nearly the entire
tribe had moved west of the Mississippi.

Oklahoma,

a Territory of the United States, was organized May ?,
was formed from Indian Territory and the Public Land. Tlie
Territory was first opened to settlers April 22, 1889, and in 1890 the
population was 61,834, including that of Green County, which is claimed
by Texas. The population now (1894) is more than double what it was
1890.

It

in 1890.

Old Colony, a name given in Massachusetts history to the territorj'
formerly occupied by the Plymouth colony, and absorbed into that of
Massachusetts Bay in 1691, now Plymouth and Bristol Counties.
Old Dominion,
nial

documents

is

a

name commonly given to Virginia, which in colo"His Majesty's Dominion" of

frequently called

Virginia.

"Old

I<ights," the

churchmen

name

to distinguish

applied

to

the orthodox consen-ative

them from the " New Lights," or

revivalists,
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Edwards and George White field during the period
"Great Awakening" in 1734, and later in Massachusetts and

followers of Jonathan
of the

Connecticut.

Man

Eloquent, the nickname for John Quincy Adams, sixth
Old
President of the United States, used during his latter years in the House
of Representatives, with allusion to a line in Milton's sonnet to the
Lady Margaret Ley,

in

which Milton thus

Old Public Functionary,

refers to Isocrates.

a nickname of President James Buchan-

an, he having alluded to himself under that designation in a message
to Congress in 1859.

Old South Church, a church built in Boston in 1730, and famous
during the period just preceding the Revolution as a place for public
meetings held by the Revolutionary part}-. During the siege of Boston
the British used it as a riding-school, and the New England Library
which the Rev. Thomas Prince had gathered in its belfry was scattered.
It is now used as a museum of historical relics, and as a hall for lectures
on American history, known as the Old South Lectures, of patriotic
'

'

'

'

object.

is

Old State House. In 1658 a " Town House " was erected, on what
now State Street, Boston, with money left by Captain Kea3'ne, of

Boston, for that purpose.

This

Town House was

i*n

use as the capitol

was destroyed by fire. In the next
year there was erected on the same site the building which is standing
to-day and is called the Old State House. It has long been used as an
office building, but was formally rededicated in 18S2, when the whole
historj- of the old building was rehearsed in addresses by prominent

of the colony until 171

1,

when

it

citizens.

(i6oo?-i636), came to Plymouth from England in
His murder by Indians on Block island in 1636 was a chief incident leading to the Pequot War.

Oldham, John

1623.

Olmstead et als. vs. Rittenhouse's Executrixes, a celebrated
case of capture involving questions of prerogative regarding which the
decisions of the Federal commissioners were set at naught by a State
Court of Admiralty, and which aided in establishing the Supreme Court.
Olmstead and others, of Connecticut, being pressed into British ser\'ice
aboard the sloop " Active " in 1777, took possession of the sloop, and
were in turn captured by Houston, commanding the Pennsylvania
armed brig " Convention." The State Court of Admiralty of Penusi'l-
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vania adjudged a large share of the prize money to the State, the officers
and crew of the " Convention," and the owners, officers and crew of a
Olmstead and others appealed
privateer which assisted in the capture.

Commissioners of Appeals and received a favorable verThis the State Court set aside and deposited the moneys with
David Rittenhouse, State Treasurer. His executrixes were sued in 1802
before the Supreme Court, and judgment was executed in favor of Olmto the Federal

dict.

stead and others, in 1809, against violent opposition from Pennsylvania.

Olney, Jesse (1798-1872), published a "Geography and Atlas " in
which revolutionized geographical methods. It reversed the ancient system of beginning with astronomy and the solar system and
1828,

concluding with the earth,

Olney, Richard, of Massachusetts, was born in 1835. A lawyer
and statesman. He was Attorney-General in Cleveland's Cabinet from
1893 to 1895, and on death of Mr. Gresham became Secretary of State,
ser\-ing till March 4, 1897.
Olustee, Fla.

At

this place,

February

20,

1S64,

Seymour, com-

army then operating in the Department of the South, fell in with a Confederate ambush of nearly
Gillmore had ordered Seymour to give
13,000 men under Finnegan.
up his contemplated expedition to the Suwanee River, but the order
came too late. Seymour was wholly defeated in less than half an hour,
and had to retreat with great haste, leaving 1,400 killed and wounded.
manding

'*

6,000 of Gillmore's Federal

Olympia," name

of the protected cruiser

the battle of Manila Bay,

May

i,

1898.

The

and Dewey's flagship at
" Olympia's" keel was

she has a displacement of 5,870 tons, a speed of 21 knots,
has 17,313 horse-power and cost f 1,796,000. Her armament consists of ten
5-in. rapid fire guns, four 8-in. breech-loading rifles mounted in barbette
laid in 1891

turrets,

;

armor 3^2 and 4}4

in.

She has a secondary battery that com-

prises fourteen 6-pounders rapid

fire, seven i-pounders rapid fire, and one
At the time of the fight Captain Charles V. Gridley was in command of the " Olympia," who had been seriously ill several weeks but
rose from his bed to participate in the battle
the exertion and excitement of which brought on a hemorrhage from which he died a few days
later while in Hong Kong, e>i jviite for home.
His remains were
brought to America and buried at his old home place, Krie, in Penn-

Gatling.

;

sylvania.

Omahas, a tribe of Dakota Indians, lived on the Quicourc at the
beginning of the century. Treaties in 1815 and 1S20 ceded lands at
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Council Bluffs, and other treaties of a similar nature were made in 1825
In 1854 they gave up more of their lands. Their reservation
1830.

and

lies in

They have

the northeastern part of Nebraska.
hostility of the Sioux.

suffered

much

from the

O'Mahony, Jolin F. (1S16-1S77), born in Ireland, came to the
United States in 1854. He organized the Fenian brotherhood in i860,
whose object was the freeing of Ireland. He translated the " History
of Ireland

by Geoffrey Keating.

'
'

Omnibus

Bill, a bill submitted to Congress

by Henry Clay, January

the time of the application of California for admission to
the Union. The bill provided for the admission of California with her
29, 1850, at

governments in New IMexico and Utah
upon slavery a territorial boundar)- line
between Texas and New Mexico in favor of the former a more effective
fugitive slave law and denial to Congress of power to interfere with
the slave trade between slave States. After much cutting and amendment the bill was passed in July, 1S50, as a series of acts.
free constitution

territorial

;

v/ithout express restriction

;

;

;

One Hundred Committee, an organization of New York patriots,
who, during occupation of the city by Lord Howe, resolutely maintained
It was this committee, governed by the will of
their independence.
the people, taught Governor Tryon to be circumspect, and gave courage
to the Sons of Iviberty who removed the cannon from the royal battery
at the foot of Broadway to a place of safety for the use of the people.
Tryon was so intimidated by the committee that alarm for his personal
safety caused him to take refuge on board a British sloop-of-war, from
which he attempted in vain to exercise royal authority.
Oneida Community, a communistic settlement at Oneida, N. Y.,
founded in 1848 by John Humphrej^ Noyes, of Vermont. They call
themselves Perfectionists. They possess property in common, believe
in the faith cure, and permit freedom of sexual intercourse within the
limits of the communit}-, which practice the}' deem less conducive to
selfishness than the ordinary relationship of man and wife.
tribe of American Indians formerl}- of the Iroquois confrom an early period lived in New York State.
They were

Oneidas, a
federation,

generally favorable to the English, but in the Revolution supported

the colonists.
destroyed.

By

for their losses.

For

this their villages

a treat}' in 1794, the

were ravaged and their property
government made compensation

In 1785 and 1788 they ceded lands to the State of
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Later,

some went

to Canada,

and

in 1821 a large

55

number

acquired lands on Green Bay.

John (1S34-187S), served in the National army from 1861
He commanded the Fenian expedition to Canada in 1867 and

O'Neill,
to 1S64.

captured Fort Brie.

Further operations were prevented by United

States authorities.

Onondagfas, a tribe of Iroquois in New York State, and head of the
They were early won over to the English and often

"five nations."

During the Revolution they joined the
In September, 1788, they ceded all their territory to the State
of New York, with the exception of a small tract which they have since
continued to hold.
served against the French.
English.

Ontario, Fort, erected in 1756 during the French and Indian wars
by the English troops under Shirley at Oswego, N. Y. It was attacked
the same year, while commanded by Colonel Mercer, by Montcalm.
Both Oswego and Ontario were captured, and the latter was burned to
the grovind.

Ontario, Naval Battle on.
the British

On

the i8th September, 1813, Capvessels, attacked

"Pike" and some smaller
on Lake Ontario. The action was

tain Chauncey, with the

fleet
spirited for some
and ended by the "Wolfe," Sir James Yeo's flagship, withdrawing too badly damaged to continue the battle. Her retreat was covered
by the " Royal George."

time,

Onus, Nuis de (1769-1830), while minister from »Spain to the United
States from 1815 to 1819, negotiated the treaty by which Spain ceded
Florida to the United States (1819).

Open Door, an expression used to designate an arrangement, binding by general consent rather than by treaty, between European Powers
and the United States, for allowing all nations to trade in China upon
In other words, the powers which control spheres of inEmpire have indicated their willingness to admit
the United States traders into their spheres on the same terms as the
traders of their own country are admitted. This agreement, so far as
the United States are concerned and apparently so far as other Powers
are concerned, places China, commercially, in the same relation to the
rest of the world that she had before the spheres of influence were recognized. Her tariff rates are to be uniform to all nations with which
she enjoys trade treaties. Of course, the Powers have not agreed to
equal terms.

fluence in the Celestial
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They were
force China to respect her treaties with the United States.
not asked to do that. But they have, on their own part, agreed to re-

way

of the expansion

spect those treaties

in the

of our

distinct gain for us

and to put no obstacle
commerce under them. This is a

and

for

China, and, indeed, for the Powers involved, for the exchange of muthe immediate future.
tual assurances has fixed their policy in China for

Opera.

In the autumn of 1825 the

first

Italian opera ever intro-

duced into the United States was given at the Park Theater in New
York. Garcia 's daughter, afterward famous as Malibran, appeared in
Rossini's " Barber of Seville."

Orange, Fort, erected in 1623, near the present site of Albany, by
Captain Cornelius Jacobsen Mey, representing the Dutch West India
Company.
Ord,

Kdward

O. C. (1818-1883), commanded the national forces at
He led the left wing of Grant's army at luka and

Dranesville in 1861.

Hatchie in 1862. He led a corps at Vicksburg, Jackson, Richmond and
Fort Harrison. In 1865 he commanded the Department of Virginia and
the Army of the James at Petersburg and in the subsequent battles ending at Appomattox Court House.

Orders-in-Council. Decrees issued by the King of Great Britain
and his Privj* Council, of which the most famous were those prohibiting
commercial intercourse by neutral countries with States with whom he
was at war. A proclamation of June 8, 1793, had prohibited trade with
France and directed the seizure of neutral ships engaged in such traffic.
Similar orders were issued in 1794. November 11, 1807, the famous
Orders-in-Council prohibited direct trade from the United States to any
European country under Napoleon's power.

Ordinary was

title of a bishop or his deputy acting
In the United States, in the colonial period,
the colonial governor was ex-officio ordinary, or head of the ecclesias-

in

England the

as an ecclesiastical judge.
tical courts of

the colony, which then had jurisdiction of matrimonial

and testamentary causes.
called an ordinary.

Oregon,

In

New

Jersey the probate judge

is

still

a State of the American Union, was acquired by treaty with

It was visited by Drake in 1558 and, it is said, by Juan
In 1792 Vancouver, an English officer. snr\-eyed the
coast from 30° to 60° north latitude. Robert Gray, of Boston, had
previously discovered the Columbia River. It was claimed by the

England in 1846.
de Fuca in 1592.
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United States that the " Oregon countiy," included between 42° and
54° 40', formed a part of the Louisiana cession, but England refused to
recognize the claim. Lewis and Clark surveyed the country in 1804In 1818 the United States and England agreed upon a treaty of
1806.
Russia had claims to the
joint occupancy, which was renewed in 1827.
Oregon country south of 54° 40', which she finally withdrew. Emigration from the United States into the region was stimulated by the reports
of Dr. Whitman, a missionary, who made a perilous journey on horseback
to Washington in the winter of 1S42-43, and urged the government at
Washington to assert the claims of the United States to that region.
The people of Oregon formed a provisional government in 1843. In the
Presidential

campaign

Democratic platform demanded the

of 1844 the

reoccupation of Oregon.

The cry

"fifty-four-forty or fight " threatened

war with England, which was averted by the treaty of 1846, whereby
the northern boundary of the United States at 49° north latitude was
extended to the Fuca Strait. In 1S4S the territory of Oregon was organized and made to include the present States of Washington and Idaho.
A State Constitution was adopted in 1857, which forbade slavery and
the immigration of negroes.

The

" anti -negro " provision prevented

the admission of Oregon until 1859, February 14. In politics the State
was at first Democratic, but in 1S60 the Republicans secured the electoral vote of the State for Lincoln

by a

plurality.

From

i860 to 186S

the State was Republican in all elections. In 1868 the Democrats carried the State, and again in 1870, 1874, 1878.
At other elections the
Republicans have been successful, except in 1892, when the electoral

The population of Oregon in
by Bancroft and Barrows.

votes were cast for the fusion candidate.
1S60 was 52,465

;

in 1890, 313,767.

Histories

" Oregon," the most powerful battleship ever built for the American
navy up to January 19. Her keel was laid in San Francisco 1891. When
war between Spain and America became imminent by the destruction
of the " Maine " the " Oregon " was at Mare's Island Navy Yard, San
Francisco, which she left March 14, 1898, reached the Straits of MagelHer voyage
lan, April 17, and put into Rio Janeiro for coal April 30.
was completed when she sighted Jupiter Light, Florida, May 24, sixtysix daj's from the time she left San Francisco, the most remarkable run
ever made by any steam vessel. The " Oregon " participated in the destruction of Cervera's fleet off Santiago, July

O'Reilly,

John B.

(1844-1890), born

3, 1898.

in Ireland,

transported for

treason in 1866, escaped from Australia to the United States in 1S69.

was editor of the Filot from 1874 to

1890,

and was noted as a poet.

He
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In 1890 the Supreme Court of the United
Co. vs. Hardin, held that the plaintiffs,
brewers in Illinois, had the right to bring beer into Iowa and sell it in
the original packages, regardless of the Iowa prohibitory law. Their
decision rested on the right of Congress to have exclusive control of inCongress immediately passed an act giving the
terstate commerce.
State control of the liquors so imported, though in the original packages.

Original Package.

States, in the case of Leisy

Oriskany, Battle

of.

&

On August

6,

1777,

General Herkimer with

now

besieged by St. Leger and
At Oriskany, ten miles away, he halted and attempted to
his Indians.
concert an attack and a sortie. The plan miscarried. Herkimer ad800

men

started to relieve Fort vStanwix,

vanced and was attacked by the Indians and Tories in a deep ravine.

The

battle raged furiously for hours, despite a terrific thunder-storm,

Each side lost a
of the most cruel and bloody of the war.
number. The Americans remained masters of the field,
although badly disabled. The sortie from the fort was a success, and

and was one
third of

its

badly crippled the enemj-.

Orleans, Territory of. In March, 1S04, the region purchased from
France under the name of Louisiana was divided by Congress into two
the District of Louisiana and the Territory of Orleans, the
territories

—

being the present area of the State of Louisiana. In February,
iSii, an act was passed " to enable the people of the Territory of Orleans to form a constitution and State Government." April 12, 1812, an
act was passed for the admission of the State of Louisiana into the
latter

Union.

Orth, Godlove S. (1817-1S82), was a member of the Indiana vSenate
from 1842 to 1848. He was prominent in the Peace Conference of 1S61.
He represented Indiana in the U. S. Congress as a Republican from
He was active in securing the rec1S63 to 1871 and from 1873 to 1875.
ognition of the right of expatriation by European governments. He
framed'' the " Orth bill," which reorganized the diplomatic and consular
He was Minister to Austria from 1S75 to 1877, and again a
system.

Congressman from 1S79

to 1882.

Osage Indians were early driven to the Arkansas. They allied
themselves with the French against England, In 1808 they ceded lands
to the government, and made further cessions in 1815, 1818, 1822, 1825
and 1S39. At the beginning of the Civil War 1,000 went South treaties in September, 1865, and May, 1868, prepared for the removal of the
whole. In 1870 the tribe conveyed their lands to the government and
agreed to remove to Indian Territorj-.
;
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U. S. Bank, Ohio, an important case
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in the U. S.

Ralph Osborn, auditor of the State of Ohio, per J. L.
Harper, his deputy, took by force from the U. S. Bank at ChilUcothe
|;ico,ooo and dehvered it to the State Treasurer as just payment to the
State under the law which was passed by the State's Legislature levying
taxes upon banks doing business in the State with the consent of the
law. The Circuit Court of Ohio decided that a restitution be made with
The Supreme Court, the case being appealed thereto, coninterest.

Supreme

Court.

firmed the decision of the Circuit Court, omitting the interest (1824).

Osceola (1S04-1838), chief of the vSeminole Indians, inaugurated the
second Seminole War in 1836 by killing General Thompson in revenge
He conducted the war for over a year,
for the enslavement of his wife.
fighting at the Withlacoochee River, Micanopy and Fort Drane. He
was seized while negotiating a treaty under a flag of truce with General
Jesup near St. Augustine in 1837.
Osgood, Samuel (174S-1S13), was a delegate from Massachusetts to
the Continental Congress from 1780 to 1784, Commissioner of the Treasury from 17S5 to 1789, and Postmaster-General from 1789 to 1791.
Osteiid Manifesto. In 1852 France and Great Britain, fearful of
the filibustering expeditions against Cuba and the possible future favor
of the United States toward such expeditions, sviggested a tripartite
convention in which each should disclaim all intention to obtain possession of Cuba and should discountenance such intention by another
October 9, 1854, the American Ministers to Great Britain,
France and Spain, James Buchanan, John Y. Mason and Pierre Soule,
met at Ostend and drew up the " Ostend Manifesto." This declared
that a sale of Cuba to the United States would be advantageous to both
governments but that if Spain refused to sell, it was incumbent upon
the Union to "wrest it from her," rather than see it Africanized like
San Domingo.
power.

;

Oswald, Richard (1705-1784), v.-as appointed by Great Britain
diplomatic agent in 17S2 to negotiate the treaty of peace with the United
States which was signed at Paris in 17S3.

Oswego, Capture

In the French and Indian War, in July,
of.
Montcalm hastened from Ticonderoga to Oswego. It was hoped
to divert the English from Ticonderoga.
The expedition was conducted
with secrecy, and by Augiist 10 Montcalm was near the fort. On the thirteenth he forced the abandonment of Fort Ontario opposite Oswego. On
the fourteenth Oswego, subject to bombardment and assault, surrendered.
1756,
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whom

The atfifty were killed.
were burned. In the War
of 1812, May 5, 1814, Sir James Yeo with about 3,000 land troops and
marines attacked Oswego, defended by a fort garrisoned by 300 men
under Colonel Mitchell. The first attack was repulsed by a heavy cannon placed near the shore. The second attack, the next day, was sucThe British withdrew
cessful, and the garrison retreated up the river.
after buruing the barracks and seizing the stores and a war schooner.

The English

force was about 1,000, of

tacking party numbered 3,000.

forts

loss was sixty-nine men the
wounded.

The American
seventy-five

Both

;

—

British, nineteen killed

and

Otis, Blwell Stephen, major-general, is a native of Marj-land,
born 1838. Removed to New York with his parents when a child, and
entered the military service in 1861 from that vState, as captain in the
140th New York volunteers. For gallantry in the battle of Gettysburjj
he was promoted to be lieutenant-colonel, and in July, 1S66, received his
commission as brigadier-general. After the close of the war General
Otis continued in the regular service as colonel of the 22d infantry, and
During the
in 1880 he served in the same office with the 20th infantry.
war with Spain he fought in Cuba and in 1898 was appointed majorgeneral of volunteers, and in November of that year he was made
Military Governor of the Philippine Islands. Upon him therefore devolved the management of the war against the Filipinos.

Otis, Harrison Gray (1765-1848), represented Tbiassachusetts in
the U. S. Congress as a Federalist from 1797 to iSoi. He was Speaker
of the Massachusetts Legislature from 1803 to 1805, and president of
the Senate from 1S05 to 1806 and from 1808 to 181 1. He was prominent
He was a U. S. Senator from 1817
at the Hartford Convention in 1814.
to 1822.

Otis, James (1725-1783), patriot and orator, was graduated at Harvard in 1743, and rose to the first place at the Boston bar. When the
British Government adopted a stronger coercive policy with its Writs of
Assistance in 1761, Ottis opposed the measure in a celebrated speech.
He was a member of the Massachusetts Legislature, and published in
1764 an influential pamphlet entitled "Rights of the Colonies Vindicated." He moved the appointment of a Stamp Act Congress, and was

one of the delegates, and he made a spirited opposition to Townshend's
In 1769 he was severely beaten by some British officers and beacts.
came insane for the remainder of his life. Otis ranks as one of the
eloquent orators of the pre-Revolution period.

Ottawas,

a tribe of .Algonquin Indians, aided the French against
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During the Revolution they were under British influence.

They joined in treaties made in 1785 and 1789, but took up arms with
Numerous treaties
the Miamis soon after, again making peace in 1795.
ceding territory around Lake Michigan to the United States followed.
A part went south of the Missouri in 1833, where they lost their identity.
A band of Ottawas in Ohio removed to the Osage in 1836. Those
remaining became scattered. The emigrants again removed to Indian
In 1836 the Michigan Ottawas ceded
except reservations.

Territory in 1870.

all

their lands

Ottoman Porte. The United States concluded a commercial treaty
with the Ottoman Porte in 1830. The translation of an article of this
treaty relating to extra-territorial jurisdiction caused an extended dispute.
In 1862 another commercial treat}- was concluded, which has
ceased to be in operation, though the most favorable commercial relations continue.

Otto's Reports, more often cited as United vStates Reports (Otto),
are law reports of cases from the United States Supreme Court 18751S81,

and are contained

in fifteen volumes.

Owen, Robert Dale (i 800-1 S7 7 \ came to the United States from
Scotland in 1824 with the conununistic colony established at New Harmony, Ind., by his father. He was a member of the Indiana Legislature
from 1835 to 1838, and represented Indiana in the U. S. Congress as a
Democrat from 1843 to 1847. He was chargd d'affaires at Naples from
1853 to 1S55 and Minister from 1855 to 1858, and was of some note as a
writer on the subject of " Spiritualism " in which he was a devout
believer.
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P.
Pacific Cable. In the Fifty-sixth Congress, March, 1900, a bill was
introduced providing for the laying of a Pacific cable connecting the
United States with Hawaii, Guam and the Philippines. The matter was
debated as to the policy of making the cable a public or private enterprise,

but action was deferred.

Pacific Railroads.

The outbreak

of the Civil

War, and the feeling

of necessity of a better connection with the Pacific coast, induced the

Government to make large grants in favor of the Central Pacific, Union
Pacific and Kansas Pacific railroads, by an act of July i, 1862.
Later,
47,000,000 acres were granted to the Northern Pacific. The Central
The construction
Pacific and Union Pacific were completed in 1S69.
and finance of the Union Pacific were managed by the Credit Mobilicr
and involved in legislative scandals. In 1878 the office of Commissioner
of Railroads was instituted to supervise the accounts of the Pacific railways.

Packard, Alpheus S.

(1798-18S4),

was a professor at Bowdoin
and was librarian of the

College, chiefly of Greek, from 1824 to 1884,

Maine Historical Society

for forty-eight years.

Packard, Alpheus
tions to

S., born in 1S39, has made valuable contribuentomology and paleontolog}-. He arranged the generally ac-

cepted classification of insects.

He published

monographs, and a popular " Zoology."
fessor in

Brown

a great

number of scientific

Since 1878 he has been a pro-

University.

Paddock, Algernon S., born in 1830, was Secretary of Nebraska
Territory from 1861 to 1867.
He represented Nebraska in the U. S.
Senate as a Republican from 1875 to 1881, and from 1S87 to 1S93. Died
1897.

Paducah, Ky., scene of the first disaster encountered by the Confederate leader Forrest during his great raid through Kentucky, Tennessee and northern Mississippi in 1S64. Forrest had 5,000 men, while
Hicks lay fortified in Paducah with 800 national troops, chiefly colored.
torily.

March

25 Forrest demanded a surrender.
Hicks refused perempForrest then charged the earthworks again and again, but with
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He was
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obliged to retreat, having si'ffered

severe losses.
I*a-g:e,

as a

John

(1

744-iSoS), represented Virginia in the U.

Democrat from 17S9

1802 to 1S05.

He

to 1797.

He was Governor

vS.

Congress

of Virginia

from

published "Political Addresses," and was an early

friend of Jefferson.

Page,
La Plata

He was

Thomas J.,
River.

born in

He became

a

1S08,

made an

connnander

extensive exploration of

in the U. S.

navy

in 1S55.

active in the construction of the Confederate navy.

Page, Thomas Nelson, born in 1853, is a popular writer of stories
and poems iu the negro dialect. Some of his chief stories have been
published under the title of " In 01c Virginia," etc.
Page, "William (1S11-1SS5), of Albany, was one of the most famous
American artists. He won great distinction for his portrait painting.
He was famous as a colorist, and was an accurate draughtsman.

Pago Pago. A harbor and capital of Tutuila Island, Samoan group,
amiexed by the United States under treaty with Great Britain and German}', January, 1900.

Paine, Robert Treat (1731-1814), was a member of the Massachusetts Assembly from 1773 to 1774, and of the Provincial Congress
from 1774 to 1775. He was a delegate from Massachusetts to the Confrom 1774 to 1778 and signed the Declaration of IndeAttorney-General of Massachusetts from 1780 to
and a Judge of the Massachusetts Supreme Court from 1790 to
when he resigned. He was an able lawyer and an impartial judge.

tinental Congress

pendence.
1790,
1804,

He was

Paine, Robert Treat (1773-1811), is eminent as the author of sevremarkable poems, among them being " The Invention of Letters,"
" The Ruling Passion," and the song, " Adams and Liberty."

eral

Paine, Thomas, generally styled Tom Paine (1737-1S09), a native
of England, passed his early years there as an exciseman, political
and ardent Republican. He came to America in 1774 and edited
the Pennsylvania Magazine. In 1776 he published a pamphlet, " Comwriter,

mon Sense," advocating independence, which was widely circulated
and created a profound impression. At inters-als through the war he
published the "Crisis," and was Secretary to the Congressional Committee on Foreign Affairs. His services in the Revolution were of undoubted value. Subsequently he was clerk to the Pennsylvania Legis-
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He was in France at the opening of the French Revohition,
and in England, where he pubHshed in 1791 his "Rights of Man," and
was outlawed in consequence. Escaping to France he was elected to
the Convention, was imprisoned by the Jacobins, and wrote his "Age
He returned to the United States and died in New York.
of Reason."
lature.

Pakenham, Sir Edward M. (1778-1815), served in the Peninsular
War and in the South of France under the Duke of Wellington. He
succeeded General Ross in command of the British force employed
His troops were defeated by General
against New Orleans in 1814.
Jackson on January

Palatinate.

8, 1815,

and he was

killed during the battle.

Palatinates were in Europe districts the ruler

which

re-

ceived from the king almost royal rights of ruling in liis province.
Maryland was by its charter erected into a palatinate after the model of

the palatinate of Durham in England, and so continued as long as it
was under proprietary government. The proprietors of Carolina were
at first given their province as a palatinate.

Palfrey, John G. (1796-18S1), was editor of the North American
from 1S35 to 1843. He was vSecretary of vState in Massachusetts from 1S44 to 1848, and represented Massachusetts in the U. S.
Congress as a Whig from 1847 to 1849. He wrote a valuable " History of New England," a "Life of Colonel William Palfrey " and
" The Progress of the Slave Power."

Rcvic'iV

Palmer, James S.

(1810-1867),

commanded

the "Flirt" during

He commanded the " Iroquois " at Vicksburg and
flag-captain at New Orleans and IMobile.

the IMexican War.

was Farragut's

Palmer, John M.,
nois Senate from

Madrid, Island No.

orn in 181 7, Senator, was a memlx^r of the IlliHe commanded a brigade at New
Farmington and Stone River, and a corps in

1852 to 1S54.
10,

Shennan's Georgia campaign in 1864. He was Governor of Illinois
from 1869 to 1873. He was elected to the U. S. Senate as a Democrat
in 1891, and in 1896 was nominated with Simon B. Beecker for the Presidency by the National (Gold) Democrats.

Palmer, Thomas W., born in 1830, was a member of the Michigan
Senate from 1879 to 1S80. He represented Michigan in the U. S. Senate as a Republican from 1883 to 1889, and from 18S9 to 1890 was Minister to Spain.
last engagement of the Civil War, ocColonel Barrett with 450 Federal soldiers

Palmetto Ranche, Tex.,
curring

May

II,

1S65.

AMERICAN HISTORY.

65

endeavored to surprise General Slaughter, commanding 600 Confeder.
Barrett was defeated with a loss of eighty men.

ates.

Palo Alto, Texas,

important battle of the Mexican War, May
the United States forces, Generals Arista and Ampudia the Mexican.
Arista opposed Taylor's march
from Point Isabel to Matamoras to relieve Major Brown, firing upon
his advancing columns.
Ringgold's battery replied, while Taylor
ordered the main portion of his troops to deploy into line.
Taylor
acted on the defensive, depending upon his batteries. The battle lasted
one afternoon, at the close of which Arista began to retire, defeated
but in fairly good order. The Americans numbered 2,300, the Mexicans
8,

1846.

first

General Taylor

commanded

6,000.

Panama Canal. The Panama Canal Company (French) was
organized by Count de Lesseps, March 3, iSSo, and under the concession
obtained from the Colombian Government, was to construct and open
March 3, 1892. The face value of the shares issued was
approximately 1500,000,000, but after |266,ooo,ooo had been expended,
the company in 1889 became bankrupt. The total length of the proposed waterway is forty-five and one-half miles, and the work actually
done is variously estimated at one-third, one-fifth and one-tenth of the
whole. In 1891 Lieutenant Wyse obtained an extension of the conthe canal by

cession for ten years, provided a

company be formed for its completion
Colombian Government will seize the property. In
November, 1892, the French Government instituted criminal proceed-

;

otherwise the

ings against the leading officials of the Canal Company, which resulted
in the conviction of Ferdinand de Lesseps and others.

Panama
in 1862.

Congrress was called by the Spanish -American Republics

The United

States sent delegates too late for the preliminary

meeting and the adjourned congress for 1S27 never occurred. Among
the objects of the proposed congress interesting to the United States
were The establishment of liberal doctrinesof commercial intercourse;
:

assent to the doctrine that free ships make free goods, and an agreement
that " each will guard against the establishment of any future European colony within its borders." The failure of the Congress showed
that an alliance between the United States and the petty Republics was
inadvisable.

President John Quincy

Adams was warmly in favor of

proposed meeting, but Congress did not favor

Pan-American Congress,
atives
5

the

it.

an international conference of representfrom the United States and from seventeen States of Central and
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South America, which assembled

at

Washington, October

2,

1S89,

on

the invitation of the United States. Its purpose was to adopt some plan
of arbitration for the settlement of disputes, and plans for the improve-

and means of communication between the
San Domingo was the only State to refuse the invitation.
The delegates were taken on a tour of inspection through the Union,
prior to assembling for the business convention. Nothing very definite was arrived at in the convention, which was of value chiefly
through its exposition of the commercial status and resources of the
various countries. The Bureau of American Republics was established

ment

of business intercourse

countries.

at the suggestion of this convention.

Panics, or commercial crises in United States history, begin with
1 8 19, due to speculation and disorder following upon the War
of 1812. The next followed in 1S37. The years preceding had been
years of extraordinary speculation, carried on with a most unsound
banking system. Jackson gave the final impetus to the panic by his
" specie circular," which struck a great blow at credit, and forced many
that of

banks to suspend specie payments. The country gradually righted
itself without the aid of governmental interference, which Van Buren
refused to give. In 1857 another period of inflation was followed by
another crisis. After the war came another period of inflation, and, as
a result, the panic of 1873. The crisis of 1893 seems to have been
rather due to financial legislation than to an unsound condition of the
business of the country at large.

Paoli, Pa. Here the British, under Major-General Grey,
night attack upon Wayne's encampment, September 20, 1776.
was utterly surprised and could make no effective resistance.
150

made a

Wayne
He lost

men.

Paper. The first attempt at the manufacture of paper in the United
was made in 1690 by William Rittinghuysen and William BradThe
ford, who established a paper mill at Roxbury near Philadelphia.
paper was made wholly of linen rags. In 1710 William de Wers erected
a second mill in Germantown, and the third, erected in 1714, on the
Chester Creek in Delaware, furnished Benjamin Franklin with paper.
By 1810 the number of paper mills in the United States was estimated at

States

In 1870 there were
185, nearly every State possessing one or more.
nearly 700 of these establishments, manufacturing printing, writing
and wrapping paper, with a capital of 134,365,000.

Paraguay.

A

commercial treaty was concluded between the United
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and Paraguay in 1853, but Paraguay failed to ratify. Differences arose which led to the manifestation of force by the United States,
and treaties of indemnity, commerce and navigation were concluded in
States

1859-

Paris, l/ouis Philippe d'Orleans, Comte de, eldest grandson of
Louis Philippe, king of the French, born in Paris, in 1838, became an
aid-de-camp to General INIcClellan in 1861. He returned to England in
He has published several volumes of a " Histoire de la Guerre
1862.
Civile en Amerique," which is to be completed in eight volumes.
He
afterwards became noted because of his claims to the French throne.

Died September

8,

1894.

Paris, Declaration of. At the Peace of Paris, in 1856, the following declaration with regard to the conduct of war was subscribed to by
all the parties to the treaty, and has since been accepted by nearly all
civilized nations, except the United States,
(i) Privateering is and
remains abolished. (2) Netitral goods in enemies' ships, and enemies'
goods in neutral ships, except contraband of war, are not liable to capThe United States refused to
ture.
(3) Paper blockades are unlawful.
agree to the abolition of privateering. This cost them heavily in the
Civil

War.

Monetary Conferences

at. There have been three InMonetary Conferences held in Paris. The first was assembled June 17, 1867, at the solicitation of France, "to consider the
question of uniformity of coinage and seek for the basis of ulterior negotiations. " The United States and nearly every nation of Europe
were represented. No definite decision could be reached, the convention adjourning July 6. On August 16, 1878, the second International
Monetary Convention assembled at Paris, at the suggestion of the
United States, " to adopt a common ratio between gold and silver for

Paris,

ternational

the purpose of establishing internationally the use of bimetallic money
fixity of relative value between those metals."
The col-

and securing

European delegates was that this would be immonetary questions being necessarily governed by the special
situation of each state or group of states.
Adjournment took place
August 29. The Conference of April 8, 1881, assembled at the call of
France and the United States, to adopt a settled relative and international value between gold and silver.
The Conference adjourned July
8, having arrived at no agreement, and a subsequent commission appointed by President McKinley in 1897, for the same purpose, met with
no better results.
lective decision of the

possible,
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Paris, Treaty of (1763), was a treaty concluded between Great
Spain and Portugal. France ceded to Great Britain
Canada, Cape Breton and the islands and coasts of the St. Lawrence.
The Mississippi River from its source to the Iberville and a line thence
through Lakes Maurepas and Pontchartrain to the Gulf of Mexico were
Spain ceded Florida to
to bound the Spanish and British possessions.
Great Britain. England renounced her pretensions to Cuba in favor of
Spain and surrendered her forts in Spanish America.
Britain, France,

See Versailles, by which name that
more familiarly known, though in reality the treaty between
the United States and Great Britain was signed at Paris and not, like
the treaty between Great Britain and France, at Versailles.

Paris, Treaty of (1782-83).

treaty

is

Parish. In Kngland the parish was, at the time of the .settlement of
America, the unit of local government. Its leading institutions were
apparently adopted in the town government of the New England
colonies, but in the Southern colonies were imitated exactly, with the
same name. The Virginia parish, for instance, was usually a sub-diviBesides its religious duties, the vestrj' of the parish
sion of the county.
had to choose church-wardens and with them to take charge of the
poor, of public processioning of bounds, of the counting of tobacco,
and of other administrative matters. They chose the clergym.an and
provided for his salary. In New England the word parish had only an
In South Carolina the parish was the chief
subdivison of the colony, there being no counties. In Louisiana the
ecclesiastical significance.

same

is still true.

in 1827, was first in command at Fort
fought at South Mountain and Antietam, and was chief of
He was
staff to General Buruside at Fredericksburg and Vicksburg.
promoted major-general of volunteers.

Parke, John G., born

Macon.

He

Parker, Atnasa J. (1S07-1890), represented New York in the
U. S. Congress as a Democrat from 1837 to 1839. He was a Judge of the
New York Supreme Court from 1847 to 1855.
Parker, Foxhall A. (1821-1879), commanded the "Mahaska"
from 1862 to 1863. From 1863 to 1866 he commanded the Potomac
flotilla.
He was chief signal officer of the nav}- from 1873 ^^ 1876.

Parker, Sir Hyde (1739-1807), British naval officer, served on the
Phoenix " on the American station, and in 1776 engaged in the attack
on New York. He conveyed the troops which captured Savannah in
*'

1778.
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Parker, Joel (1816-1888), was a member of the New Jersey Assembly from 1S47 to 1850, and prosecuting attorney from 1852 to 1857. He
was Governor of New Jersey from 1S62 to 1S66 and in 1870. The
National Labor Convention in 1872 nominated him for Vice-President

He was

of the United States.

from 1880 to

a Judge of the

New

Jersey

Supreme Court

1888.

Parker, Sir Peter

(1721-1811), left

in the " Bristol " to co-operate with Sir

Charleston, S. C.

Moultrie in 1776.

England in 177533 post-captain
Henry Clinton in an attack on

He made a gallant but unsuccessful assault on Fort
He aided Lord Howe in the capture of New York,

and commanded the squadron that took possession
1782 he took De Grasse prisoner.

of

Rhode

Island,

In

Parker, Sir Peter (1786-18 14), was sent in command of the
Menelaus" to patrol Chesapeake Bay and blockade Baltimore harbor
in 1814.
He wantonly destroyed and plundered public and private
property, and completely destroyed all domestic commerce during the
month of his blockade. His conduct was exceedingly exasperating to
the Americans. He was killed during one of his skirmishing " frolics."
•'

Parker, Theodore (1810-1860), was pastor of a Unitarian church
West Roxbury, Mass., from 1837 to 1S45. In 1845 he established the
"Twenty-Eighth Congregational Society" in Boston. He was an

at

ardent opponent of

all

anti-slavery influence.

pro-slavery sentiments, and exerted a powerful
He was the leader of a new and more practical

phase of the Unitarian movement.

Parkman, Francis

(1823-1S93), attained high rank as a historian

and writer by a series of works relating to the rise and fall of the French
dominion in America. During his later years he was regarded as the
foremost of American historians. In the preparation of his series he
frequently visited Europe to consult the French archives. It is a work
of great candor and fairness, and is notable for its brilliant and graphic
It includes "The Conspiracy
style and evidences of careful research.
of Pontiac," " Pioneers of France in the New World," " the Discovery
of the Great West," "The Jesuits in North America," "The Old
Regime in Canada," " Count Frontenac and New France under Louis
XIV.," " A Half-Century of Conflict," and " Montcalm and Wolfe."

Parliament. The right of Parliament to legislate for the colonies
was not seriously questioned during the earlier portions of colonial
history.
In 1761 James Otis denied the right of Parliament to tax the
The Stamp
colonists, since they were not represented in Parliament.

ENCYCLOPEDIC DICTIONARY.

70

Act of 1765, and other measures of taxation caused by the Seven Years'
War, caused the same protest to be made generally. From this the
•revolutionary party advanced to the position that Parliament had also
no right to legislate for the colonies. The Declaratory Act of 1766 and
the Townshend Acts of 1767 aimed to peq^etuate the system. The
Parliament of 176S-1774, noted for aversion to popular rights in England, as well as in America, abetted the king in all his American
policy. Chief among their measures of this purport were the Boston
Port Act, the Massachusetts Charter Act, the Quebec Act and the
Quartering Act.

Parris, Samuel (1653-1720), born in England, was a clergyman in
Salem, Mass., from 16S9 to 1696. In 1692 his daughter and niece accused Tituba, a slave, of bewitching them. Llr. Parris beat Tituba
The delusion spread, and during the horrors of
until she confessed.
the "Salem witchcraft," hers inaugurated, nineteen persons were
hanged. He afterward acknowledged his error.

Parrott, Robert P. (1S04-1S77)), invented the system of rifled
cannon and projectiles which bears his name. The Parrott guns exhibit great endurance, one at Charleston having been fired 4, 606 times
before bursting, and were of great service in the Civil War.

Parsons, Samuel H.
Assembly from 1762

(1737-17S9),

was a member of the Connect-

He planned

the capture of Ticonderoga in 1775. He fought at Long Island in 1776, and commanded a
brigade at White Plains and the troops at New York Highlands from
177S to 1779. He succeeded General Israel Putnam in command of the
Connecticut line in 17S0. He had an important part in the forming of
the Ohio Company, the securing of the Ordinance for the Government
of the Northwest Territory and the early settlement of Ohio.
icut

to 1780.

was graduated at Harvard, and
the lawyers of Massachusetts. He
was a member of the famous Essex Junto. He was foremost among
Aside from
the Federalists in the Ratifying Convention of 17SS.
He
sen-ice in the State Legislature he held no further political office.
was Chief Justice of the Massachusetts Supreme Court from 1S06 until

Parsons, Theophilus

rose to the leading position

(1750-1S13),

among

his death.

Parsons' Case, a celebrated law case won by Patrick Henry in
November session of the Court of Hanover County, Va., in 1763. This
case involved the constitutionality of the " option law " or " two penny
The operation of this
act," passed by the Virginia Legislature in 175S.
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act affected each parish minister, compelling him to receive the value
of the 16,000 pounds of tobacco, due for his year's services, in paper

money

of the colony,

amounting

selling value of the tobacco.

to £12,2, instead of ;^4oo sterling, the
clergy appealed to the crown. The

The

crown disallowed (vetoed) the law. Under this disallowance the Rev.
James Maury having sued for damages, the court squarely " adjudged
the act to be no law," and decided for the plaintiff. A new trial was
allowed on a demurrer, and Henry was retained as counsel for the defendant. His eloquence induced the jury, a picked jury, to return one
penny damages for the plaintiff. Success in this famous case made
Henry's reputation at once.

Parton, James (1822-1891), came to the United States from England
He published lives of Horace Greeley, Aaron Burr, Andrew
Jackson, Benjamin Franklin and Thomas Jefferson, " General Butler in
New Orleans," " Noted Women in Europe and America," " How New
York is Governed " and " Captains of Industry." Of these his Jackson
is the most important.
in 1S27.

Pastorius, Francis D. (1651-1719), came to America from Gerin 1683 and founded a colony of Germans and Dutch at Germantown, Pa. He signed the first protest made in America against slavery'

many

in 1688.

Patent

This office, or bureau, was created in 1836 in the
the chief officer being the Commissioner of
Patent Office was transferred to the Department of the

Office.

Department of
Patents.

The

Interior in 1849,

State,

when

this latter

department was created.

Originally

patents were signed by the President, then by the Secretary of State
and the Commissioner of Patents now by the Secretary of the Interior
;

and the Commissioner.

Patents.

The

Constitution confers upon Congress tbe power to
A few patents had been issued by

issue patents for useful inventions.

the States.

The

first

patent law, passed in 1790, granted letters patent

upon any new invention, for fourteen years, to both citizens and
Application had to be made to the Secretaries of War, the
foreigners.
State and the Navy. The Act of 1793 permitted the issue of patents to
States were not permitted to
citizens only and required a fee of $30.
This was decided in the case of Gibbons vs. Ogden in
issue patents.

New York. In 1836, the year of the establishment of the patent office,
a law was passed requiring a preliminary examination of the novelty
and patentability of inventions. Under the Law of 1842 patents were
granted for seven years. This term was afterward extended to its
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Finally by the Act of 1870 patents
any person who can prove the newness and desirof his invention, on payment of the required fee. The number

present length of seventeen years.
are to be granted to
ability

of patents, annually issued, is about 25,000.

Paterson, William (1745-1S06), was a New Jersey Delegate to the
He was a member of the
Federal Convention of 1787, and proposed the preservation of State
sovereignty, in what was called the "New Jersey Plan." He was a
U. S. Senator from 1789 to 1790, Governor of New Jersey from 1791 to
to 1S06.
1793, and a Justice of the U. S. Supreme Court from 1793
Continental Congress from 1780 to 1781.

Pathfinder, the nickname of General John C. Fremont, given him
because of his valuable western explorations from 1837 to 1853.
Patrol, a military system adopted by the parishes of most of the
Southern colonies, notably South Carolina. The patrol was a sort of
police for the parish, and was designed especially to prevent and subdue insurrections among the slaves. In South Carolina the patrol was

by law in 1704. The patrollers furnished their own pistols
They rode from plantation to plantation and arrested all
This system soon
slaves who could not show passes from their owners.
became general through the South, and continued under various forms

established

and horses.

for

many

years.

Patrons of Husbandry,

or

"Grangers,"

a secret association

the promotion of agriculBy
It somewhat resembles the order of the Masons.
tural interests.
of the country.
1875, it numbered 1,500,000 members in every section
Though not intended for political purposes, its aim to cheapen transportation involved it in a ^«a5 J -political warfare with railroad corpora-

formed

at

Washington, December

4, 1867, for

tions.

Patroons. In 1629 the Dutch West India Company, in order to
permanent agricultural colonization of New Netherland, granted
a charter of " Privileges and exemptions " to any members of the company who would within four years plant a colony of fifty anywhere in
New Netherland, except on Manhattan Island. These wealthy grantees
were called Patroons, and were privileged to rule their colonies in absolute feudal style, the colonists being bound to them for a certain
niiniber of years. This S3'stem was soon foimd to be disadvantageous,
effect a

it tended to debar the less wealthy class of individual colonists.
In 1640 the charter was modified und extended to uny good citizen of

since
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In later years there were frequent quarrels between

the Patroons and the provincial government.

Patuxents, an Indian tribe in Maryland, whose minds were poisoned against the settlers by an adventurer named Willam Clayborne,
Governor of Virginia. This conspiracy, however, reacted against him,
and through request of the Governor of Maryland, in 1638, he was deprived of his civil rights and compelled to leave the colony.
(1786-1839), commanded the naval forces at
Orleans in 18 14, co-operating with General Jackson.
He commanded the flotilla that destroyed the stronghold of Jean Lafitte, the

Patterson, Daniel T.

New

pirate, at Barataria.

Patterson, Robert

(i 743-1824), came to Pennsylvania from Ireland
served in the Colonial army, was appointed Director of the
by President Jefferson in 1805 and served till 1824.

in 1768.
IVIint

He

Pattison, Robert ^., born in 1850, was comptroller of Philadelphia from 1877 to 1882. He was Governor of Pennsylvania from 1883
to 1887, and was again elected in 1890, to serve from 1891 to 1895.

Patton, Jacob H., born

in 1812, has published

tory of the American People,"

"The Democratic

"

A

Concise His-

Party, Its History

and Influences," " A Brief History of the Presbyterian Church in the
United States," and "The Natural Resources of the United States."
Patil vs. Virgfinia, an important case before the U. S. Supreme
In 1866 Samuel Paul, of Virginia, was indicted by the Circuit
Court of Petersburg and sentenced to pay a fine of fifty dollars for reCourt.

fusing, in his capacity of insurance agent for a

comply with that

New York company,

to

which required the
deposit in the State Treasury of certain moneys in State bonds by in.surance companies not incorporated under the State laws, or the agents
statute of the State of Virginia

of such companies, in return for a license.

The Court

of Appeals of

Virginia confirmed the decree of the Circuit Court and the

Supreme

Court of the United States confirmed that of the Court of Appeals on
the ground that the State statute in question did not conflict with the
clause of the National Constitution, which declares that "the citizens
of each State shall be entitled to all the privileges and immunities of
citizens in several States," nor with the power of Congress to " regulate
commer'^e with foreign nations and among the several States.

Paulding, James K. (1779-1860), was associated with Washington Irving in the publication of the " Salmagundi " in 1S07. He was
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Secretary of the U. S. Navy from 183S to 1841. He was a facile essayist
and humorist. He wrote "Life of Washington," "The Backwoodsman," " Slavery in the United States," " Old Continental, or the Price
of Liberty," and "The Dutchman's Fireside," a novel.

Paulding', Jolin (1758-181S), was one of the three captors of Major
Andr^, and it was largely due to his influence that Andr^ was delivered
He served throughout the Revolution.
to the authorities.
Paulus Hook was
1779.
This place was captured
from the British by Major Lee with 300 men. A mistake of the British
favored their surprise. One hundred and fifty-nine prisoners were

Paulus Hook, Capture

of,

August

18,

a sandy isthmus on the site of Jersey City.

taken.

Pawnee Indians,

for a long time inhabitants of Nebraska on the
have always been friendly to the Americans. By a treaty in
1833 they sold lands south of the Nebraska. They were afterward attacked by the Sioux and their lands devastated. In 1857 they sold
more of their lands, but the Government did not protect them from furPlatte,

ther ravages of the Sioux.

Payne, Henry B., born in 18 10, represented Ohio in the IT. S.
Congress as a Democrat from 1875 to 1S77. He was a member of the
Electoral Commission in 1877, and a U. S. Senator from 1885 to 1891.
Died 1896.
Payne, John Howard

(1792-1852), was an author and actor of conand fame at home and abroad. He is eminent as the
Home, Sweet Home, which he composed for his drama,
author of
" Clari, or the Maid of Milan." His renown as a song-poet was unsurpassed. He was U. S. Minister to Tunis from 1841 to 1845 and from
siderable merit
'

'

'

1851

till

'

his death.

Pea Ridge, Ark.,

a hot engagement, March 7, 1862, between
under General Curtis and 20,000 Confederate
troops, including some 6,000 Cherokee Indians, commanded by General
Van Dorn, who had superseded Price and McCulloch. The Confederates began the fight, advancing toward Sugar Creek, along which Curtis
had deplo3'ed his forces, Davis occupying the center, Carr the right
and Sigel the left. McCulloch first attacked the Union left, and then,
moving to the east, endeavored to join Van Dorn and Price against
Curtis' left and center.
This movement was prevented by Sigel. At
the close of the first day the National army had been defeated on their
right, and the Confederates on their right.
The following day the Con10,500

Union

soldiers
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Hollow, being unable to withstand the cross firing of Davis and Sigel.
The loss on both sides was quite heavy.

Peabody, Andrew P.

(1S11-1S93), was editor of the Aw-/// ^;;/(?r-

ican Revieiv from

1854 to 1863, and professor of Christian morals at
Harvard from i860 to 1S81. He won esteem as a profound thinker,

facile writer

and lovable

Peabody, George

teacher.

(1795-1869), born in Danvers, Mass., was a most

From 1814 to 1837 he was in mercantile busiIn 1838 he established the famous banking firm of
George Peabody and Company in London. He founded the Peabody
Institute at Baltimore in 1857 with ^1,000,000, gave |i2, 500,000 for constructing lodging houses for the poor in London, and 13,500,000 for the
promotion of education in the South. His public charities exceeded
liberal philanthropist.

ness in Baltimore.

|io, 000,000.

Peabody Museum, instituted as part of Hansard University in 1866
by George Peabody, an American banker, living in England. The best
organized work in arcliEeology and ethnology accomplished in the
United States has been done under the auspices of this institution.
Peace Cotntnission.
to the colonies

In May, 1778, a Peace Commission was sent
by Lord North. The Commission offered all manner of

conciliatory terms

:

an extension of the privileges of trade, an abolition

of the quartering act, a representation of the colonies in Parliament, an

arrangement for sustaining Continental bills of credit, and an almost
independent colonial administration. The terms were refused and a
treaty with France concluded.

Peace Commission, 1898.

Pres.

McKinley appointed Wm. R.
and Gray, with White-

Da}', ex-Sec. of State, U. S. Senators Davis, Fr3-e

law Reid, to formulate, with the five Spanish commissioners, a treaty
The joint commission met in Paris,
of peace between U. S. and Spain.
Oct. to Dec. Spain yielded Porto Rico, Cuba and Guam, an island of
the Ladrones, and the whole Philippine group for ^20,000,000, claimed
for Spanish improvements.

Peace Conference. In January, 1861, the Legislattire of Virginia
passed a resolution inviting the various States to appoint delegates to
meet at Washington to consider an adjustment of the national difficulthen pending. This Conference met February 4 and adjourned
February 27. Twenty-one States were represented. As a result of the

ties

ENCYCLOPEDIC DICTIONARY.

76

deliberations of the Conference a constitutional

amendment was

pro-

posed which prohibited slavery north of tlie parallel of 36° 30' northern
It denied
latitude south of this line it Mas to exist without restraint.
the right of passing laws giving freedom to slaves temporarily in the
free States or to fugitive slaves, and forbade Congress from controlling
slavery in the Southern States, but prohibited the slave trade. The
amendment was brought up in the Senate, but failed of introduction in
the House.
;

Peach Conference Universal. A rescript was issued by the Emperor of Russia in the latter part of 1898 proposing an international
conference with a view to adopting a permanent peace agreement
among all nations of the world. Representatives were appointed by all
the important powers, and the assembling took place at The Hague,
Netherlands, INIay 18, 1899. The conference continued until July 29th
following, during which time many propositions were ably debated, but
the prime objects that actuated the Czar were not fully attained. The

was not without some good results, chief of which
to constitute and establish a court for the arbitration
of disputes between nations. This agreement was ratified by the United
States Senate, February 2, 1900, which commits this Government to
session, however,

was an agreement

reference of
fails,

its

contentions with other powers,

when diplomatic

recourse

Under the treaty also the United States,
may offer good offices and mediation between

to a court of Arbitration.

through the President,
belligerents.

Peace Tree Creek, Ga.,

a battle, July 20, 1864, during Sherman's

march through Georgia. Sherman was then advancing on
Atlanta, and Johnston proposed to attack him as he crossed Peach Tree
Creek, or else allow him to attack the Georgia State troops at the
Decatur and Marietta roads and then fall upon his flank. Sherman advanced with Thomas on the right, Schofield in the center and McPherson on the left. June 20 Hood advanced to the attack and endeavored
Stewart's corps
to cut Thomas off from Schofield and McPherson.
celeljrated

attacked Sherman's right center under Newton, who, though surprised,
held his ground. Hooker's whole corps was left uncovered and suffered
Thus the attack
severely, but managed to drive the Confederates back.
failed.

Sherman had

30,000,

Hood

50,000.

"Peacock," eighteen guns. Captain Warrington. April 29, 1814,
this sloop attacked, off Florida, the British brig, " Eperv'ier," eighteen
The battle lasted forty minutes, resulting in the capture of the
" Kpervier " and the killing and wounding of twenty -two of its men.

guns.
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and proved a very valuable prize. On
Peacock " attacked and captured the " Nautilus,"
fourteen guns. This took place after the treaty of peace. Next day,
"
on ascertaining this fact, Captain Warrington gave up the " Nautilus
and returned home.
It

had aboard

June

30,

1

|i 18,000 in specie,

81 5, the "

Peale, Charles Wilson (1741-1727), of Pennsylvania, was prominent as a portrait painter. He was a member of the Pennsylvania
He painted likenesses of nearly all the prominent
Legislature in 1779.
officers

in the Continental army.

Washington in

Pearce,

He

painted the

portrait of

first

1772.

James A.

(1805-1S62), represented

Maryland

in the U. S.

Congress as a Democrat from 1835 to 1839 and from 1S41 to 1843.
was a U. S. Senator from 1843 to 1862.

Peary Expedition.

He

In 1S91 Lieutenant R. E. Pear}- conducted a
to Greenland under the auspices of the

scientific Arctic exploration

Academy of Natural Sciences of Philadelphia. He sailed in Jvme and
reached McCormick Bay the following month. From this place Peary
and his wife and party made a number of exploring tours, reaching as
far north as 82°.
A journey of 1,300 miles was accomplished in sleds,
and much valuable geographical and geological research was made. A
relief party was dispatched to McCormick Bay in 1892.
Peck, John J. (1821-1878), of New York, served in every battle
except one during the Mexican War. He commanded a brigade at
Williamsburg and Fair Oaks and was in command at Suffolk against
Longstreet in 1863.

Pedro II. (1825-1891), was Emperor of Brazil from
He opened the Amazon to the commerce of all nations

1841 to
in 1867.

United States in 1876 and aided President Grant
the Centennial Exhibition.
He was deposed in 1889.

visited the

in

1S89.

He

opening

Pegram, Robert B., of Virginia, born in iSii, resigned from the
U. S. navy in i86r and entered the Confederate service. He commanded
the " Nashville " in 1861 and the " Virginia" (" Merrimac "). Died
1894.

Peirce, Benjamin (1809-1S80), won distinction for his original and
extensive work in pure and in applied mathematics. He was a professor
at

Harvard from 1833

to

1S67.

He

published

many mathematical

works.

"Pelican,"

the ship in which Sir Francis Drake

made

his

famous

•
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voyage arouud the world, leaving England November
turning to that country September 26, 1580.-

15, 1577,

and

re-

permanent settlement made in Maine. It was
New Harbor, who bought lands from the
Indians July 15, 1625. It was also the name originally given to the
Kennebec River, near which the settlement was located.

Petnaquid, the

first

established by John Brown, of

Pemberton, John C. (1814-18S1), was graduated from the U. S.
Academy in 1S37. He served against the Seminoles in Florida
from 1837 to 1839. He was an aide on General Worth's staff during the
Military

Mexican War, and was promoted major for services at Monterey and
Molino del Rey. He joined the Confederates in 1S61 as staff officer to
General Johnston. In 1862 he was assigned command of South Carolina, Georgia and Florida and constructed Fort Wagner and Battery B.
He received command in Mississippi, and in 1863 was defeated at Champion Hills and Vicksburg by General Grant, after commanding Vicksburg during its siege.

Pendergrast, Garrett J. (1802-1S62), in command of the Cumberland " protected Hampton Roads at the beginning of the Civil War
and prevented the U. S. vessels from falling into the hands of the Con"

federates.

Pendleton, Hdmtind

(1721-1803), one of the principal Virginian
and orators, served in the House of Burgesses and as a member
of a Committee of Correspondence, and was a delegate to the first ConAs president of the Virginia Convention, he was
tinental Congress.
the head of the State Government 1775-1776, and afterward president
of the Committee of Safety. He drew up the resolutions instructing the
State representatives in Congress to agitate for independence. He was
also Speaker of the Legislature and President of the Court of Appeals.
His most important service was in 1788, when he was one of the leaders
of the Federalist phalanx in the convention called to ratif}' the Federal
patriots

Constitution.

Pendleton, George Hunt (1S25-18S9), was a member of the Ohio
Senate, and from 1857 to 1865 was a Democratic Congressman and sat

When McClellan was nominated for President in 1864, Pendleton received the second place on the ticket. In

in important committees.

1869 he was defeated for Governor of Ohio. While U. S. Senator, 18791885, he was chairman of the Committee on Civil Service Reform, and
President
his name is attached to an act in furtherance of that measure.

Cleveland in 1885 appointed Senator Pendleton Minister to Germany,
•where he remained until 1889.
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act for the reformation of the

79
national civil

Senate by Pendleton, of Ohio, in 1880, but
which did not become a law until January 6, 18S3. Itprovides for open
competitive examinations for admission to the public service in Washington, and in all custom-houses and post-offices where the official force
is of as many as fifty
for the appointment of a Civil Service Commission of three persons and for the apportionment of appointments according to the population of States.
service, introduced into the

;

Pends

d'Oreilles, or Kalispels, a tribe of Selish Indians, inhabMontana, Idaho, Washington and British America. They have
always been friendly to the whites.
iting

Peninsular Campaign.

July 21, 1861, McClellan was appointed
the Federal troops about Washington. The popular
" On to Richmond " McClellan, after months
cry was at that time
of delay, finally landed his forces at Fort Monroe, April 2, 1862, and

command

to

all

:

!

marched up between the York and James Rivers toward Richmond,
where Johnston lay encamped. A month was spent besieging Yorktown, and after all the Confederates escaped. At the battle of Williamsburg, May 4, McClellan was successful, and again at the battle of Fair
Then followed the fights at Mechanicsville, Gaines'
Oaks, May 31.
Mills, White Oak Swamp, Frayser's Farm and Malvern Hill, on the
whole disastrous to the national cause. By the end of July the Peninsular Campaign was ended and Richmond had not been reached, though
probably at one time it might have been. INIcClellan retreated through
the Chickahominy swamp to a base on James River.
Penitentiary.

The

first

penitentiary was founded, by the influence

of the Friends of Pennsylvania, at Philadelphia in 1786.

lowed soon

after

by the

New York

This was

fol-

prisons at Sing Sing and Auburn.

In the Philadelphia Penitentiary the system of solitary confinement

New York methods imposed silence rather than soliand upon this latter plan were based the penitentiaries of other
States, which soon began to be established.
The prison system throughout the country became so noted for its perfect and humane discipline
that in 1831 De Tocqueville and Beaumont came to the United States on
prevailed, but the

tude,

their noted tour of inspection.

Penn, John

(1741-1788), represented North Carolina in the ContinenCongress from 1775 to 1776 and from 1778 to 1780. He signed the Declaration of Independence.
During the invasion of North Carolina by
Lord Cornwallis he was placed at the head of public affairs in the State
with almost dictatorial powers.

tal

Penn, John

(1729-1795), born in England,

was Proprietary Cover-

8o
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ernor of Pennsylvania from 1763 to 177 1 and from 1773 to 1775.
tempted to be neutral during the Revolution.

He

at-

(1735-18"), came to America from England in 1763.
Lieutenant-Governor of Pennsylvania from 1771 to 1773. His
rule was marked by unprecedented prosperity.

Penn, Richard

He was

Penn, "William (October 14, 1644-July 30, 1 718), the founder of
Pennsylvania, was born in London the son of Admiral Penn. While
at Oxford he joined the new sect of Quakers, and was expelled from the
I'or a few years he traveled in Prance and Italj-, and beuniversity.
came a court favorite in England. From this life he turned to become
a minister of the Friends. This step led to a break with his father, to
imprisonment in the Tower, in Newgate, and to other perseciitions. He
was aided, however, b}- his friendship with the Duke of York. Penn

wrote numerous tracts and theological works, "No Cross, no Crown,"
among others. He had already sent many emigrants to America, when
Charles II. gave him in 1681 an extensive grant. He sailed to his new
possession in 1682, laid out the City of Philadelphia and negotiated the
famous treaty with the Indians under the elm tree. Pie returned to

England in 1684, and had considerable influence at court after his friend
came to the throne as James II. He was deprived of his government in
A visit to his colony in 1699
1692, but it was restored two years later.
The new commonwealth
resulted in improving the condition of affairs.
had from the first a more tolerant basis than its neighbors. Penn returned to England after a few years. In the latter part of his life he
became involved in difficulties and passed sometime in the Fleet prison.
Life by Ellis, by Janney, and by W. H. Dixon. Macaulay's insinuations in his history

have been refuted.

Penn vs. Baltimore, a case involving the boundaries between
Penn's and Lord Baltimore's land grants from the crown. Charles
Calvert, the third Lord Baltimore, met Penn's deputy in 16S2, Penn in
1683, but nothing was decided, though Penn obtained a new grant from
the Duke of York reaching into Delaware and even into Maryland
also a letter from the king requesting Baltimore to hasten the adjustment of the boundary. The case was taken to London and decided in
Penn's favor. A compromise was arranged in 1732, and enforced by the
Court of Chancery in 1760, in accordance with which a line was run by
Mason and Dixon, fixing the boundary in 1767 as now.
;

Pennamite War, a name sometimes employed to designate
Wyoming controversy between Pennsylvania and Connecticut.
Pennington, William

(1796-1S62), was Governor of

New

the

Jersey
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In 1S39 occurred the Broad Seal War, arising from

issuing commissions under the great seal of the State to five

Demo-

Congressmen whose election was contested by the Whigs and
whose votes would determine the Speakership of the U. S. Congress.
He was a Republican U. S. Congressman from 1859 to 1S61 and

cratic

Speaker.

Pennsbury Manor, the name of William Penn's country house in
Bucks County, four miles above Bristol, on the Delaware, built during
Penn's first visit on land purchased from the Indians in 1681.
Pennsylvania, commonly

called the " Keystone State,"

was one of
William Peun obtained ( 1681) a grant of
land of 40,000 square miles from Charles II. as payment of a debt of
^^16,000 due to Penn's father, an admiral in the English navy. Penn
proposed to found a colony for the benefit of the Quakers. The king
gave it its name in honor of Penn. To encourage emigration Penn
offered a popular government, with toleration for all religious beliefs.
His penal code was reformatory. The Dutch and Swedes already had
settlements within his grant, but they were incorporated in the new
colony. In 1682 Philadelphia was founded from plans drawn in EngPenn established a proprietary government and his wise adminisland.
tration and humane treatment of the Indians caused the colony to flourHis rights passed to his heirs, of whom they were purchased in
ish.
1776 by the State. Pennsylvania had difficulty with Connecticut over
the territory north of latitude 41°, which by previous grant had been
given to the latter State. In 1776 this region was organized as the
county of Westmoreland and was represented in the Connecticut LegisThis quarrel at one time threatened to cause war between the
lature.
two States, but in 1782 the territory in dispute was given to Pennsylthe original thirteen colonies.

vania by the decision of a Federal court sitting at Trenton.
Indian
massacres occurred in this region in the years 1755, 1763 and 1778.

The southern boundary line was surveyed by two English surveyors.
Mason and Dixon (1763-67). Delav.-are, which was included in Penn's
was erected into a colony by itself (1703) with a legislature of its
own, but under the same governor as Pennsylvania. In 1756 stage
coaches were established between Philadelphia and New York. The
first Continental Congress met in Philadelphia September 5, 1774.
The
Declaration of Independence (1776), the Battle of Germantown (October
4,1777) and Valley Forge (1777-1778) identify the State with the
grant,

The State included many Tories. A constitution for the
made {111776. The Federal Constitutional Convention of
The constitution was ratified by a State Cou1787 met in Philadelphia.

Revolution.
State W.1S

6
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vention (December

A new

12, 17S7).

made in
The " Whiskey " Rebellion

State constitution was

1790, another in 1S38, the present in 1873.

(1794) was a protest against an Act of Congress of 1790 which increased
the tax on distilled spirits, largely manufactured in Western Pennsylvania.
In national politics the State was for many years the Keystone
State.

From

1825 to 1884 the electoral votes were never cast for an
Before 1825 the State was divided by the

unsuccessful candidate.

difference in the occupations

and western

sections.

and nationality of the people of the eastern
of coal and the use of anthracite

The discovery

in the production of iron (1839) led Pennsylvania to

support a protecIn 1835 the Anti-Masons elected a Governor. Since the
formation of the Republican part}^ Pennsylvania has been a steadily
Republican State. From 1856 to 18S7 the machinery of the party was
under the control of Simon Cameron. In 1882 and i8go the Democrats
elected the Governor.
Pennsylvania was loj-al in the support of the
Union cause and furnished 362,284 men for the army. The greatest
battle of the war, Gettysburg, was fought on her soil (July 1-3, 1863).
The population of the State in 1790 was 434,373 in 1890 it had increased to 5,258,014. History by Proud.
tive tariff.

;

Pennsylvania, Tiie Historical Society of, founded in 1S24, has
"Memoirs," and supported the "Pennsyl-

issued fourteen volumes of

vania Magazine of History and Biography.

'

This institution was
of, Philadelphia.
and incorporated in 1755. In 1779 it became a university, finall}' completing its organization in 1791. The
medical department was founded in 1765, and the law department in
1789. Marked progress has been made in recent years since the removal
The college was at the first beof the university to its present site.
friended by Franklin.

Pennsylvania, University

founded as an academy in

1749,

" Pennsylvania Gazette,"

a semi-weekly newspaper established

by Samuel Keimer. The full title
was The Universal Instructor in all Arts and Sciences and Pennsylvania
Keimer soon turned it over to the management of his apprenGazette.
Franklin, who quickly made it the most valuable
tice, Benjamin
newspaper property in this country. The semi-weekl)!- publication was,
however, changed to a weekly, owing to lack of subscription. Franklin
The Gazette did
retired from the management of the Gnzefte in 1766.
good service to the Revolutionary cause until the British occupation of
Philadelphia. Publication was suspended until after evacuation. It
was then renewed and survived another brief suspension in 1815. The
first part of the title was dropped when Franklin assumed the manageat Philadelphia

December

24, 1728,
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In 1845 the Gazette was merged in the Daily North Americau,
published.

is still

Pennsylvania Journal and "Weekly Advertiser," founded
December

by William Bradford 3d. This
Pennsylvania Ca^-^'/^^ until the British
occupation of Philadelphia, when it was suspended for a period, but
was aftervN'ard revived. The Journal made a successful venture as a
semi-weekly in 1788. It was discontinued in 1797, and gave place to
the Daily American, a daily newspaper.
in Philadelphia

2,

journal divided the field with

1742,

\.\\q

" Pennsylvania Packet,

or the General Advertiser," was
by John Dunlap at Philadelphia. During
the British occupation of Philadelphia it was removed to Lancaster.
After the evacuation it was brought back and published tri-weekly. It
was afterward changed to a daily, and appeared under the title Pennsylvania Packet and Daily Advertiser in 1784.

founded in November,

Penny

1771,

(Maryland) a copper coin of the value of two cents, coined
England by Lord Baltimore in 1659, and issued in Maryland the same
5-ear.
The obverse or face of this penny was stamped with a profile
bust of Lord Baltimore. The reverse contained a ducal coronet upon
which were erected two masts, each bearing a flying pennant with the
legend Denarium Teri-ae-Mariae. This coin was issued simultaneously
with the Maryland shilling.
,

in

:

Penobscot JSxpedition, 1779. About 900 men were sent out from
Boston against a British post on the Penobscot. A combined land and
naval attack was planned. The land force debarked and gallantly
assaulted the fort.
Owing to disagreement between the commanders,
the marines did not support them, and a British fleet now appearing on
the scene forced all assailants to retire. It was an unfortunate affair.

The commander,

Saltonstall,

and the generals, Lowell and Wadsworth,

were publicly censured.

Pensacola, Fla., was
came into the possession
into the

hands

first

settled

by French colonists about 1696 and

of the Spaniards in 1699.

of the French, Spaniards

and

It

fell

alternately

British until finally cap-

tured by the Spaniards in 1781. This Spanish post, though neutral,
allowed the British to enlist there Indians against the United States in
the War of 1812 and to make the tov,'n a rendezvous for British forces.

men advanced from Fort Montgomery, and
demanded from the Spanish Governor possession
This was refused, and early next day Jackson stormed the

General Jackson with 4,000

on November
of the forts.

6,

1814,
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once surrendered and the British driven from
This prompt action on Jackson's part prevented another
drove the British from an important point, and punished
Jackson again
for their violation of the laws of neutrality.
took possession of the town in 1818. In 1819 it became a part of the
United States. At the beginning of the Civil War the navy yard and
town. The
the harbor.
Indian war,
the Spanish

forts -were at

adjacent forts were seized by the Confederates, and later several engagements occurred with the Federal forces.

Pensions. The germ of the United States pension sj-stem lay in the
provision by Congress near the beginning of the Revolutionary War
that officers who should continue in the service till the end of the war
should receive half pay during seven years thereafter. In 1785 Congress recommended to the States that they should make provision for
invalid pensioners, and in 1808 the United States assumed the pension
obligations of the States. These were only for persons disabled in the
In 1818 an act was passed granting pensions to all who had
ser\'ice.
served nine months or more in the Revolutionary army, and were in
indigent circumstances. More claimants applied than could possibly
have survived from Washington's army, and the amount required to be
paid during the first year was eleven times what had been estimated,
and in the second year seventeen times. Subsequent acts provided for
wars subsequent to the Revolution. Acts of 1836, 1848 and 1853 provided
pensions for all widows of Revolutionary soldiers whenever married.
A curious result has been that, in 1868, when all Revolutionary pensioners were dead, there remained 888 widows of such soldiers. In 1893
thirteen remained. Acts of July 14, 1S62, and subsequent dates, provided pensions for soldiers and sailors disabled in the Civil War, and for
the dependent relatives of those who had died. Under these Acts expenditures for pensions reached a maximum (|34. 433.895) in 1S71, and
then declined until, on January 25, 1879, the Arrears Act was passed,
allowing " back-pay " on all pensions to which claim was then successfully laid. This act doubled the total annual sum in two years. Meanwhile an act of 1871 had pensioned all who had served a certain time in
the War of 181 2, and their widows, if married before the Treaty of Ghent.
(In 1893 there were 86 such, but 5,425 widows.) In 18S7 a service pension act for the Mexican War was passed. Finally, the Act of June 27,
1890, called the Dependent Pension Act, pensioned all who served ninety
days in the War of the Rebellion and were honorably discharged, and
who are incapacitated for manual labor, and the widows, children and
dependent parents of such. The effect has been nearly to double the
number of pensioners, and to raise the annual charge for pensions above
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nearly twice the ordinary annnal expenditure for the
Thirty years from the war, there are now nearly a

German army.

million pensioners, though probably only two million individuals served

Union army and navy.

The

expenditure for pensions since
In 1869 pensions were provided
for retiring U. S Judges, and widows of Presidents have been pensioned
by special act. The following figures are supplied by the Commissioner
in the

1861 has been about

|;i,

total

700,000,000.

They show the amount of money that has
been paid annually to pensioners of the Army and Navy since the
close of the Civil War, and the number of pen.sioners each year
of Pensions at Washington.

:

Army.

Navy.

Pensioners.

1866
1S67

,158 ,598, 64

$291,951.24

126,722

^552: ,948.

47

231,841 .22

868
1869
1870

,811 ,183.

75
34

1871

,081, .542.

41

1872
1873
1874
1875
1S76
1877
1878
1879
iSSo

,276, ,921.

02

,502, ,528.

96

1881
1882

419. 905. 35
328, 192. 05
468, 610, 70

290,325.61
344-923-93
308,251.78
437,250.21
475,825.79
479.534-93
603,619.75
543,300.00
524,900.00
523,360.00
534,283.53
555,089.00
787,558.66
1,163,500.00
984,980.00
958,963.11
967,272.22
949.661.78
1,056,500.00
1.288.760.39
1.237.712.40
1,846,218.43
2,285,000.00
2, 567.939 '67
3,479,535-35
3,861,177.00
3,490,760.56
3,650,980.43
3,582,999.10
3,635,802.71
3,727,531.09
3,683,794.27

155.474
169,643
187,963
198.686
207,495
232,189
238,411
236,241
234,821
232-137
232,104
223,998
242-755
250,802
268,830
285,697
303,658
322,756
345.'25
365.783
406,007
452,557
489,725
537.944
676,160
876,068
966,012
969,544
970,524
970,678
976,014
993.714
991,519

1

1883
1884
1885
1

886

,168

043 .237 00

603, ,159. 24
727, 104, 76
411, ,309, 53
659. 461

72

,2sr ,725. 91
109, 339- 92
901, ,670. 42

945. 115. 25
.275-

34

i

034, 642. 90
464. 236. 69!
712, 789. 27
996, 502. '5
809, 250. 39

I

1887
1SS8
18S9
1890

!

i

1891

1892
1893
1894
1895

1896
1897
1898

i8qq

83
76
045. 460. 94
495, 965 61
156, 808. 35
632, 175. 88
313: ,914. 64
744, 750914. ,611.

924, 348. 71
671, 258. 68

#2,338.559.870-58

I

I

I

i

$51,351,104.16

]

I

]

!

I

I

j

j

i

I

i

j

I

I

;

I

j

1

j

I

I

i

I

j

!

I
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To the amount paid out

for pensions, as

shown in the

table,

should be

added the pension expenses. Since 1866 the Government has paid over
$15,000,000 for fees of examining surgeons over $12,000,000 for maintaining pension agencies and general disbursement expenses, and over
$52,000,000 for salaries and the maintenance of the Pension Bureau.
;

The

pension

total of the

was almost

bill

siUce i»866 to the close of the last fiscal year

|r2, 470,000,000.

Pensions, Bureau of. Down to 1849, the pension system of the
United States was administered by the War and Navy Depailments. In
that year it was given over to the Department of the Interior, then
created.

People's Party.

Organized during the National Union Conference

May 19, 1891, and formed chief!)' from the various Farmers' Alliances.
A national committee was appointed to look after the
interests of the new organization, and the platform of the F-armers'
at Cincinnati,

Alliance was indorsed advocating free silver

the sub-treasurj' plan
revenues limited to the necessity of the Government
a graduated income tax the election of President, Vice-President and
and prohibition of alien ownerSe-nate by a direct vote of t'he people
ship of land. The National Convention at Omaha, Neb., July 2, 1S92,
nominated James B. Weaver, of Iowa, foe Bresident, and James G. Field,
Weaver obtained a popular vote of
of Virginia, for Vice-President.
equal taxation

;

;

;

;

;

;

1,030,128

and an

electoral vote of twen«ty-three.

Pepperrell, Sir William (1696-1759), was a member of the Massachusetts Legislature in 1726, and in 1727 became a mem'ber of the
council.
He was Chief Justice of the Court of Common Pleas from
1730 to 1759. In 1745 he was active in procuring men and supplies for
an expedition against the French in Canada. He commanded the force
that captured Louisbourg and was made a baronet. He was active in
raising and equipping troops during the French War of 1755, and commanded the forces on the frontier of Maine and New Hampshire.

Pequots, a

tribe of

New England

Indians, entered into a treaty with

the colonists at Boston in 1634, but soon became hostile. Expeditions
were sent against them and they in turn attacked Wethersfield and

many settlers. In 1637 an expedition under Mason surprised
the Indians at a foil near the present Groton, Conn. A desperate
struggle followed in which the Indians were overcome with great los;;.
The remnant was nearly annihilated in a siibsequent battle at Fairfield
killed

swamp.

Many

of the Pequots

of the tribe separated

and

later

were sold as slaves, and the remainder
became widely scattered.
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Percival, James G. (1795- 1856), of Connecticut, was a popular
and composed several remarkable IjtIcs. He was a man of varied
and extensive knowledge and a fluent writer.
poet,

(1586-1632), came to Virginia from England about
succeeded Ivord Delaware as Governor, temporarily, in 161 1.
wrote A Discourse of the Plantations of the Southerne Colonie in

Percy, George
1607.

He

He

Virginia.

'

'

'

Hugh, Duke

Percy,

of

Northumberland

(1.742-1817), in 1775 (being

then known as Earl Percy) led a brigade to reinforce the British at
Lexington, and allowed wanton plundering by his troops during the
Several citizens were murdered. In 1776 he led a column at
retreat.
the reduction of Fort Washington and w-as the first to enter the American lines. He returned to England in 1776.

born in 1S30, has been professor of history and
Williams College since 1S53. He is sfti ardent advocate of free trade. He has written " Foes of the Farmers " and two
books on Political Economy.

Perry, Arthur

political

economy

I^.,

at

'

'

'

Perry, Matthew Calbraith (1794-185S), brother
Lake Erie, served as a boy in the War of 1812, and

of the victor of
later against the

He rendered important services while in command of the
Brooklyn Nav}- Yard, and was promoted to be commodore in 1841.
His aid in the capture of Vera Cruz in 1S47 was valuable, as was his
blockade of the coast. Commodore Perrj' is best remembered for his
connection with Japan. He organized and commanded the expedition
to that country then outside the list of friendly nations in 1853, and
signed a treaty with its government in 1854, thus opening the " Mikado's Empire" to Western influences.
pirates.

—

—

Hazard

(1785-1819), an American naval hero, was a
and entered the navy as midshipman in 1799.
He was in the Tripolitan War, and afterward devoted his attention to
ordnance. In 1813 he was appointed to command on Lake Erie. With
great efforts and extraordinary rapidity he built a fleet on the lake and
His preparations being completed, he sailed from
drilled his m.en.
Put-in Bay in command of a squadron of nine vessels, of which the
Niagara
and
were the chief. The British comLawrence
Their battle of September 15, 1S13, in
mander, Barclay, had six.
which Perry showed great abilit}-, resulted in the capture of the entire
British squadron, and was immortalized in the laconic dispatch, " We
have met the enemy and they are ours." Perry co-operated in the

Perry, Oliver

native of

Rhode

'

'

'

Island,

'

'

'

'

'
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victory of the Thames,

was made captain, and served

in the defense of

Baltimore.

Perry ville, Tenn., the chief battle in Bragg's invasion of KenOn October 8, 1862, General Bragg, leading 40,000 Confederate
troops, was retreating from Kentucky into East Tennessee, when at
tucky.

by General Buell, with 58,000 Federals.
Bragg was forced to turn and give battle. The fight lasted nearly all
The National left, being comday, and was at times hand to hand.
posed of raw recruits, was destroyed, but the rest of the line, under
General Philip H. Sheridan, held out bravely and repelled every
Perryville he M-as overtaken

attack of the Confederates, following

them up with counter

Buell's loss

was

T. Terrill.

Bragg's casualties were about 3,200.

to retire.

3,700, including Generals

James

S.

attacks.

Jackson and William
Bragg was compelled

Buell did not follow him.

Personal I^iberty I/awS,

statutes passed

by the Northern States

The

to

were passed
about 1840, though Indiana and Connecticut had previousl}- provided
After the Prigg decision,
t-hat fugitives might have a trial by jur}'.
protect the negi-oes within their borders.

many

first

of the States passed Acts prohibiting the use of State jails in

fugitive slave cases.

The Fugitive Slave Law

of 1850 aroused the

violent opposition in the North, and before 1856

had passed personal
jails,

acts

liberty acts.

Trial

was

most

of the States

Beside proliibiting the use of State

these laws forbade State judges

issue writs.

many

and

officers to assist

to be given all alleged fugitives.

claimants or

Heavj' penal-

were provided for the violation of these laws. Such acts were
passed in Vermont, Connecticut, Rhode Island, Slassachusetts, Michigan, Maine, Wisconsin, Kansas, Ohio and Pennsylvania. Of the
Northern States, New Jersey and California alone sanctioned the rendities

tion of fugitives.

Peru. The United States concluded a treaty of peace and commerce
with the Peru-Bolivian Confederation in 1836. A claims convention
was concluded in 1841 with Peru, by which Peru agreed to pay 1300,000
indemnity to United States citizens. A commercial treat)- was concluded
in 185 1.
A convention relative to the rights of neutrals at sea was concluded in 1856. Claims conventions were concluded in 1862, 1863 and
1868.
A commercial treaty was concluded in 1870, and an extradition
treaty the same year.
A commercial treaty was concluded in 1887.

Pet Banks, the name applied to certain State banks selected by the
Treasury Department as places of deposit for Federal funds withdrawn
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from the Bank of the United States. This practice was in vogue during
the period between 1S33 and 1836. The banks were chosen, it was
said, not because of fitness, but on the principle of the accepted system
This gave rise to
of granting bank charters, namely, of party fidelity.
competition among the Democratic banks and a wholesale granting of
cliarters, which was followed by speculation and inflation of the currency.

Hugh

came to America from England in 1635.
Roger Williams as pastor of the First Church in
He took an active
vSalem, and excommunicated Williams' adherents.
In 1638 he was appointed to collect and revise
part in public affairs.
the Massachusetts Colonial Laws. In 1641 he was a commissioner to
England and influenced the removal of imposts on New England comPeters,

(

1599-1660),

In 1636 he succeeded

merce.

He

afterward played an important part in the English Civil

War.
Peters, Richard (1744-182S), was secretary of the Continental
Board of War from 1776 to 1781, represented Pennsylvania in the Continental Congress from 1782 to 1783, and was aU. S. District Judge from
1789 to 1828.

Samuel

became a Church-of-England minister
and Hebron, Conn., in 1762. He was suspected of being a Torj-, and in 1774 was required to make a written
declaration that he had not communicated with England concerning
the controversies with the colonies and would not do so. Soon afterward he fled to England. He wrote a satirical " History of ConnectiPeters,

(1735-1826),

in the churches of Hartford

cut " of

little historical

value.

Peters, United States vs., a Supreme Court case of the year
Judge Peters, of the U. S. District Court for Pennsylvania, decided for the plaintiffs in the case of Olmstead and others Z'S. Rittenhouse's Executrixes, but refrained from carrying his judgment into
execution because of a statute passed by Pennsylvania forbidding this.
A mandamus was then asked for against Peters. The Supreme Court
(Judge Marshall) declaring that the Legislature of a State cannot annul
the judgment or determine the jurisdiction of a U. S. Court, granted
the mandamus, and the decree was executed, against the opposition of
the Pennsylvania authorities and even of the Pennsylvania militia.
(See Olmstead et als. z>s. Rittenhouse's Executrixes.)
1809.

Peters' Reports, sixteen volumes of law reports by Richard Peters,
containing cases from the United States Supreme Courts, 1828-1842.

Jr.,

Petersburg, Va.

Aboiit this

town and Richmond from June,

1864,
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to April, 1S65, there

was the most celebrated campaign of the

Civil

War.

Gradually Grant had forced Lee's Army of Northern Virginia southward until the Confederates lay posted about Petersburg and Richmond. Grant's army, including drivers, camp followers, etc., numbered nearly 120,000 men, while L,ee was at the head of about 70,000.

By June

10,

1864, the Confederates

were strongly posted,

L,ee,

with

the main command, at Petersburg, and Longstreet on the left at
Chapin's Bluff, the line extending along the Boydton Road and

Hatcher's

Run

commanding

The campaign was opened by Butler, then
James at Bermuda Hundred. June 10, a
by him under Gilmore and Kautz to destroy the

eastward.

the

Army

of the

Federal force was sent
Appomattox bridges and attempt

to capture Petersburg.
This expediJune 14, Grant sent Smith with a large force i:pon a
similar expedition. Smith delayed, thus giving the Confederates time
Grant lost 9,000 men in these two expedito assault and defeat him.
The siege of Petersburg practically commenced June 18. Butler
tions.
had effected a valuable lodgment at Deep Bottom, and, on the twentyfirst, forces inider Hancock and Wright endeavored to destroy the
Weldon Road, but this was frustrated by Hill, who attacked and de-

tion failed signally.

feated the Federals disastrously.

Then followed Sheridan's

victor)' at

Yellow Tavern and Wilson and Kautz' raid. June 25, Burnside proposed and began the construction of a mine to blow vip the Confederate
This mine was in process of construction until
lines about Petersburg.
July 23, and was sprung July 30. It consisted of a .shaft 520 feet long
iwith lateral terminations forty feet in each direction and was charged
with 8,000 pounds of powder. Burnside was to rush into the breach
and seize Cemetery Hill, commanding the town. A crater 200 feet longby sixty feet wide was formed I)y the explosion, and one Confederate regiment was blown up, but the rest poured such a murderous fire upon the
advancing Federals that 4,000 men were lost and the attempt failed. After
this things remained comparativel 3' quiet around Petersburg until I'ebruThen Lee, having been appointed commander-in-chief of the
ary, 1865.
entire Confederate force, perceiving that his situation was becoming desperate, detennined to evacuate Richmond and Petersburg and join Johii.ston in the .south. To cover his retreat, he .sent a strong force on the night
March 24, 1 865, to as.sault Fort vSteedman. The fort was carried at the first
assault, but reinforcements failed to come, and the Federals under Parke
quickly repelled the a.ssault. Of 5,000 Confederates, 3,000 were killed
and Lee's retreat was prevented. The National line then extended without a break from the Appomattox to Dinwiddle Court House. April i, the
fatal battle of Five Forks occurred, Sheridan defeating the Confederates
They were also defeated at Quaker and Boydafter a desperate fight.
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Grant ordered a united attack along the Confederto Hatcher's Run.
Everywhere the Confedferates met defeat after fearful losses.
On April 3 I^ee evacuated Richmond and Petersl)urg sinmltaneously.
ton Roads.

April

ate line from

Petigru,

2,

Appomattox

James

I/.

(1789-1S63),

Carolina from 1S22 to 1830.
secession movements.

He

He

was Attorney-General of

vSouth

ardently opposed the nullification and

codified the

Laws

of

South Carolina.

Petition. The Constitution prohibits Congress from making any law
to abridge " the right of the people peaceably to assemble and to peti-

Government for a redress of grievances. " February ir, 1790,
a petition signed by Franklin was offered to Congress praj'ing the aboliBetween 1830 and 1844 numertion of slavery, but it was unnoticed.

tion the

ous petitions from abolitionists poured in. Februar}' 8, 1835, Henry!,.
Pinckney, of South Carolina, suggested that resolutions be adopted to
the effect that Congress cannot constitutionally interfere with slavery
in any of the States. The conmiittee on these resolutions reported
favorably and suggested that thereafter abolition petitions be laid on
the table. These were adopted. John Quincy Adams opposed these
"gag rules " during ten years, finally accomplishing their abolition in
1844.

was known to the Indians of Western
was collected in small quantities by them and by the
early settlers of New York and Pennsj-lvania, amounting .sometimes to
The first organized and successful
as much as twenty barrels in a 3'ear.
effort to bore for petroleimi was made in 1854 by a New York company
along Oil Creek, N. Y. Oil was .struck at seventy-one feet, and as much
Oil fields were quickly
as a thousand barrels per day was obtained.
located elsewhere in New York and in Pennsylvania, Ohio and West

Petroleum.

New

York, and

those

Virginia,

Its existence

it

of

Pennsylvania

proving the

richest.

The

latter

yielded 3,000,000 barrels in 1862. Gasolene, naphtha, kerosene, paraffine and other products soon began to be manufactured from the

petroleum.

Pettaquamscut Purchasers,

a

company formed by John

Hull, of

Pine Tree vShilling fame, in r66o, which bought lands from the Indians
about Pettaquamscut Rock, in the Narragansett country. This company was in constant collision with Atherton's company at Wickford.
Pettit,
to 1778.

Charles

He was

(1736-1806), was secretary of

New Jersey

assistant quartermaster-general of the

from 1772

Continental
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army from

1778 to 17S3.

He

from 1785 to

tinental Congress

Pewter Muggers,
which was opposed

a

to the

represented Pennsj'lvania in the Con1787.

New York faction of
Tammany candidates

the Democratic party
in 182S.

Their meet-

ings being held in a Frankfort Street resort over peiuter mugs, the

name was

affixed

by

their opponents.

Phelps, l^dward

J., lawyer and diplomat, was born at Middleburj%
graduated at Middlebury college 1840, admitted to
the bar 1843. He was 2d comptroller of the U. S. Treasury 1851-53,
President American Bar Association, 18S0. Ran for governor of Vermont, 1880, but being charged with sympathizing with the South during
the Civil War the prejudices thus aroused caused him to withdraw from
the race. He was appointed Minister to England and served 1885-89,
and also served as Counsel for the U. S. before the Court of Arbitration
At the time of his death, which ocin the Behring Sea controversy.
curred March 9, 1900, he was regarded as being the greatest constitutional lawyer in America.
Vt., July II, 1822,

Phelps, Elizabeth Stuart, bom in Massachusetts in 1844, has
been prominent in temperance reform and efforts for the advancement
She wrote "The Gates Ajar," "Hedged In," and many
of woman.
stories.

Phelps, John "W. (1813-1885), of Vermont, served during the
Mexican War. In the Civil War he commanded a brigade at Newport
News, reduced Ship Island, and fought at New Orleans. He was candidate of the American party for President in 1880.
Phelps, William Walter, born in 1839, represented New Jersey in
the U. S. Congress as a Reptiblican from 1873 to 1S75. He was Minister
He was a U. S. Congressman from 1883
to Austria from 1881 to 1882.
to 1889, when he became Minister to Germany and served until 1893.
He is known as a staunch supporter of a protective tariff. Died June
17, 1894.

Philadelphia, Pa., was founded by commissioners appointed by
William Penn in 1681. The site of the present city was originally
settled by Swedes.
In 1683 Philadelphia was chosen as the capital of
the colony, and continued to be such for 117 years. During the earlier
part of the Revolution the city was the virtual capital of the colonies.
Here the first Continental Congress convened in 1774 on July 4, 1776,
^e Declaration of Independence was adopted on July 9, 1778, the
;

;
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were signed and in 17S7 the Constitution of
Here also, in 17S6, the " Protestant Episcopal Church of North America " was organized. In December, 1790,
Congress convened here, and continued to hold its sessions in the city
The first American bank was established here in 1781,
for ten years.
and the first United States Mint in 1792. In 1876 the centennial celebration of the independence of the colonies was held in Philadelphia,
and in 18S2 the bi-centennial of the landing of William Penn was observed. The University of Pennsylvania was incorporated here iu 1779.
The city was from the first noted for philanthropic institutions.
Articles of Confederation

;

the United States prepared.

Philip, King, chief of the Wampanoags, died in 1676. He was the
son of Massasoit, and succeeded to the chieftainship in 1662. He was
for many j-ears friendly to the whites, but realized the decline of the
Indian race, and was led to hostilities by the encroachments of the

which rendered his tribe restless and discontented. In 1675
he inaugurated " King Philip's War," and enlisted in his service nearly
Thirteen towns were destroyed, and 600
all the New England tribes.
He was killed at Mount Hope, R. I., and his
colonists lost their lives.
tribe was almost annihilated.

colonists,

Philip, Jno. W., a commodore in the U. S. Navy, was born in New
City Aug. 26, 1840, appointed to Annapolis Naval Academy 1856.
His promotions were, successively, acting master June i, 1861; lieutenant,
lieutenant. -commander, 1866 commander, 1874 captain,
July, 1862
1889 commodore, 1898. He was in the blockading service during the
Civil War and sustained a severe wound in the leg at Stone River
(Murfreesboro). During the Spanish-American War he was in command of the second-class battleship " Texas " and participated in the

York

;

;

;

;

great engagement with Cervera's fleet July 3, 1898. In 1899 Commodore Philip was appointed commandant of the Brooklyn Navy Yard.

Philippa, or Philippi, W. Va., the first engagement during McClelWest Virginia campaign. Here Colonel Porterfield, commanding
1,000 Confederate troops, was surprised and routed June 3, 1861, by
Colonels Kelly and Dumont, with two regiments of McClellan's army.

lan's

This occurred subsequently to West Virginia's rejection of the secession
ordinance. Porterfield was engaged in burning bridges along the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad.

Philipse, Frederick (1626-1702), came to New Amsterdam from
Holland about 1640. In 1693 part of his vast estate was erected by
royal charter into the "Manor of Philipseborough." For over fifty
years he was very prominent in colonial aflFairs.
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Philippine Comtnissioii.
Col. Charles Deiibv, (ren. Otis

in 1S99 to report

McKiuley

on

C

Schunnan, Dean C. Worcester.
J.
and Admiral Dewey were appointed by
tlie

question arising in the Philippines.

Twelve hundred islands (of which 408 are
by Magellan in 1521.
Area 115,528 square miles. Topulation, 10,000,000. Luzon is the chief
island, on which is Manila (154,000 inhabitants), the largest city and
This city was blockaded May i, 1S98 (see
capital of the whole group.
August 13. Spain has ceded the islands
was
taken
of),
Battle
Manila,
The native revolt, under Aguinaldo, was begun
to the United States.
against the Americans at Manila, February 4, 1899, and is still unsup-

Philippine Islands.

inhabited) in the :\ialay Archipelago, discovered

pressed

(May

Phillips,

i,

1900).

John

(1719-1795), with his brother Sauuiel, founded PhilPhillips Exeter

Andover Academy in 17S0, and in 17S1 founded
Academy with an endowment of 1134,000.

lips

Phillips,

Wendell

[

1S11-1S84), one of the greatest platform orators

in Boston and graduated at Harvard in 1831.
a lawyer, but from 1S37 onward gave his chief energies to
the abolitionist movement. He was the lecturer of the cause, as GarFor many years he labored against a hostile
rison was the writer.

of the country,

was born

He became

succeeded Garrison as president of the anti-slavery
was, moreover, an ardent advocate of the temperance
and wonuiu suffrage reforms, a champion of the greenback party, and
an eloquent and acceptable lecturer on various topics, such as the
sentiment.
society.

He

He

"Lost Arts,"

etc.

Phillips, William (1731-17S1), was appointed a major-general in
the British army in America in 1776. He commanded at St. John till
to Burgoyne at Montreal.
1777, when he became second in command
By his skill and energy as an artilleryman he forced the evacuation of
Ticonderoga by General St. Clair. He was prominent in the two Saratoga battles, and succeeded Burgoyne in the command of the surrendered troops. He was promoted lieutenant-general in 1780. In 1781 he
joined General Benedict Arnold with 2,000
He died of typhoid fever soon afterward.

men and assumed command.

Phips, Sir "William (1651-1695), engaged in trade and in 16S7
recovered /;300,ooo from a wrecked Spanish vessel. In 1690 he commanded the expedition which captured Port Royal and made an unsuccessful attempt to reduce Quebec with a naval force of thirty-four vesWliile in England in 1692 he was appointed
sels and about 2,000 men.
He was prominent in the suppression of
Massachusetts.
of
Governor
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He

died

of Legation at Paris

from

of great industry

and

integrity.

while visiting England to answer charges against him.

Piatt,

Donn

(1819-1891),

was Secretary

1853 to 1857, and for nine months was Charge d'Aflfaires,
the staff of General Schenck during the Civil War.

Pickens,

Andrew

(1739-1817), served in the Cherokee

He served on

War in

1761.

In 1779 he defeated the British under Colonel Boyd at Kettle Creek and
was active at the battle of Stono. He commanded the militia at Cow-

and led the Carolina militia at Eutaw Springs.
served in the vSouth Carolina Legislature from 1783 to 1794, and
was a U. S. Congressman from 1793 to 1795. He was again in the
South Carolina Legislature from 1801 to 1812. He negotiated numerous
pens, captured .Vugusta

He

treaties

with the Southern Indians.

W.

Pickens, Francis
(1805-1869), represented vSouth Carolina in
the U. S. Congress as a Nullifier from 1834 to 1843. He was Governor
of South Carolina from i860 to 1862.
He demanded the surrender of
Fort Sumter and gave the order to fire upon the " Star of the West."
Pickering, John (1777-1846), of Massachusetts, was celebrated for
and was one of the founders of American Comparative Philology.
He published " A Vocabulary of Americanisms "
and " Remarks on the Indian Languages of North America."
his philological studies,

Pickering, Timothy (1745-1829), was a Harvard graduate and
who entered actively into the civil and
military life of the Revolution.
He was made adjutant-general of the
army in 1776, and member of the board of war, and in 1780 he became
quartermaster-general, materially aiding Washington's final movements.
He held this position until 1785, and then settled in Pennsylvania. In
1 79 1 he negotiated a treaty with the Six Nations, and the same year he
was called to the office of Postmaster-General. This position he, in
1795, exchanged for that of Secretary of War, and a few months later
militia officer in Massachusetts,

he took charge of the State Department, which he held until

Becoming again

identified with Massachusetts

jSoo.

Pickering represented

that State in the U. S. Senate 1805-1S11 and the House 1813-1817. He
was a radical Federalist and a member of the Essex Junto. As a vigorous opponent of the Embargo he was at one time extremely unpopular.
Life by Pickering and Upham.

Pickett, George E. (1825-1875), served with distinction during
War at Vera Cruz, Co:itrerr.s and Chapultepec. He joined

the Mexican
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the Confederates and in 1862 commanded a brigade under General
Johnston. He was active at Richmond and Gaines' Mills and commanded a division at Fredericksburg, Gettysburg and Petersburg. His
command was routed at Five Forks, and he surrendered with General
Lee. He was famous for a cavalry charge at Gettysburg.

Pierce, Franklin (November

23,

i8o4-October8, 1869), fourteenth

President of the United States, was born at Hillsborough, N. H., graduated at Bowdoin (where he was associated with HaAvthorne and Long-

While very young
fellow), and became a lawj-er in his native State.
he was Speaker in the Legislature, and Democratic Congressman from
He was V. S. Senator 1839-1842, declined a Cabinet offer
1832 to 1837.
from President Polk, and volunteered in the ^lexican War. Appointed
to a brigade he showed bravery in the battles of Contreras and Churuwar record made him President. He was President of
busco. This
the State Constitutional Convention in 1S50, and attained high rank at
the bar. At the Democratic National Convention of 1852 Pierce was
nominated on the forty-ninth ballot, triumphing over the more prominent competitors, I\Iarcy, Cass, Buchanan and Douglas. In the election
the Whig party collapsed and Pierce received 254 electoral votes. The
noted names in his Cabinet were Marcy in the State Department, Jefferson Davis Secretar}- of War, and Caleb Cushing Attorney-General.
His administration was marked at home by the Kansas-Nebraska question and the development of the slavery controversy, and abroad by the
Koszta incident, the Japan treaty and the Nicaraguan affairs. President
Pierce was defeated for renomination in 1S56, and after 1857 lived in
'

'

'

'

retirement.

Eenry

I/., born in 1S25, was a member of the Massachufrom 1S60 to 1S66. He represented Massachusetts in
Congress as a Republican from 1873 to 1877.

Pierce,

setts Legislature

the U. S.

Pierce, "William
Revolution.
1786 to 1787.

He

(

1.740 ?-i8o6), ser^'ed

with distinction during the

represented Georgia in the Continental Congress from

A member

of the Constitutional

Convention of

17S7,

he

opposed the plan adopted.

Pierpont, John (i 785-1866), was an ardent reformer, in Massachuand earnestly supported the temperance and anti-slavery movements. He wrote many poems, one of the most famous being " Warren's Address at the Battle of Bunker Hill."
setts,

Pierre, capital of South Dakota, was founded in 1829 near the
old Fort Pierre.

site of
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Edwards

(1S17-1S92),

was a member

^7
of the

Union

Defense Committee in New York. In 1864 he was active in organizing
the War Democrats. He was appointed prosecutor of John H. Surratt,
one of the conspirators against President Lincoln. He was active in
destroying the Tweed ring.
He was Attorney-General in Grant's
Cabinet from 1875 to 1876, and Minister to England from 1876 to 1878.

Pietas et Gratulatio, a somewhat famous series of adulatory poems
emanating from Harvard College in 1762 on the accession of
George IIL
in Latin

Pigot, Sir Robert (1720- 1796), commanded the .eft wing of the
Bunker Hill, where he displayed great skill and bravery.

British force at

He commanded

in

Rhode

Island in 177S.

Pike, Albert (1809-1891), attained high reputation as a lawj-er. He
edited the Arkansas Revised Statutes in 1S36. He fought in the Mexican War and organized a force of Cherokees for the Confederates,
engaging at Pea Ridge and Elkhorn.
Pike, i?ebulon

M.

(1779-1S13), U. S. army, explored the MissisFrom 1806 to 1S07 he was engaged in
geographical explorations in Louisiana territory and discovered Pike's
sippi to its source in 1805.

Peak
ment

Rocky Mountains.

He was seized by the Spanish Governon Spanish territory, but was soon afterward reIn 1S13 he was assigned to the principal army as adjutant and

in the

for trespas.sing

leased.

He commanded the expedition against York, Upper
Canada, and was killed by the explosion of a magazine of a captured
inspector general.
fortification.

Pilgrim Fathers, the first settlers in Massachusetts. In 1608 a
party of Puritans, chiefly from the North of England, weary of the constant religious persecutions, left

whence they

moved

England and

Leyden.

settled at

Amsterdam,

But they could not conform to
the customs of Holland. Accordingly, in 1617, Robert Cushman and
John Carver were sent to England to treat with the Virginia Company
for a grant of settlement in its territory in America.
This was readily
obtained. Early in 1620 the Pilgrims embarked from Delfthaven in
the "Speedwell," a vessel chartered in Holland. Arriving at Southampton, they found the "Mayflower," which Cushman had brought
from London, awaiting them. August 5, 1620, the " Mayflower " and
the " Speedwell " left Southampton for the New World. Twice the
"Speedwell " put back for repairs, and the second time she was left,
the " Mayflower " sailing alone from Plvmouth with 102 passengers,
7

later

to

98
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September 6. Their destination was to a point near tlie Pludson River,
but the wind drove them to the north. Skirting along Cape Cod,
November ii (O. S.)> the "Mayflower" dropped anchor off what is
now Provincetown. Later the pilgrims landed on Plymouth Rock, and
thus the colony of Plymouth was begun. The leaders of the Pilgrims
were Bradford, Brewster, Cushman, Miles Standish, and Carver. The
name comes from a passage in the journal of William Bradford.

Pilgrim Society,

a society founded at

Plymouth in

1820.

It erected

Pilgrim Hall in 1824, and has a valuable collection of portraits and
memorials of the early settlers.

Pilgrims, I/anding of. Tradition has not entirely determined who
landed on Pl3'mouth Rock whether the exploring party of ten men
who landed December 11 (old style), or the whole company. It is generally conceded that the first landing occurred at that place, that being
the most convenient within sight. Elder Thomas Faunce, in 1741,
then ninety-one years old, declared he had heard of it from the oldest
;

planters.

Pillow, Gideon J. (1806-1878), commanded the right wing of the
American ami}- at Cerro Gordo and led a division at Churubusco, Molino
del Rey and Chapultepec.
In 1861 he vi^as appointed brigadier-general
in the provisional Confederate army.
He commanded under General
Polk at Belmont. When the command devolved upon him at Fort
Donelson, he gave it over to General Buckner and escaped.
Pillow, Fort, Tenn., held by the Confederates with 6,000 troops
and protected by eight ironclads under Commander Hollins. This place
was captured by the Union flag oflicer, Davis, who assailed it with a
fleet of gunboats, and captured it June 4, 1862.
The Confederate flotilla
was utterly destroyed in less than an hour. Some ships had their
boilers shot through and some were butted and sunk.
The fire was
then directed against the fort itself, which was speedily reduced, and
evacuated by the garrison. The Union troops did not hold it long,
however, abandoning it in consequence of operations on the Tennessee
River. In 1864 the fort was held by 550 Federals under Major Booth,
260 of these soldiers being negroes. The fort was assaulted April 13
and captured by the Confederate cavalryman, Forrest, leading 4,000
soldiers.
The first assault was unsuccessful, but Booth was killed and
Bradford, leader of the colored troops, took command. The Federals
were assisted by their gunboat " New Era," but this aid availed little,
because of the high banks of the river. Forrest sent in a flag of truce
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and

this time
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was refused. Another assault was ordered
Nearly the whole garrison were

an entrance was gained.

killed.

Pincliback, Pinckney B. S., born
a

member

of the Louisiana Senate in

in 1837, of African descent,

1S68.

the impeachment of Governor Warmoth.
Senate in 1S73, but was disallowed his seat.

was

He was Governor during
He was elected to the U. S.

(1758-1S24), was a member of the South Carofrom 1779 to 17S0. He was a delegate to the ConHe was a
tinental Congress from 1777 to 1778 and from 1784 to 1787.
member of the Constitutional Convention of 1787, and drafted one of
the constitutions proposed. He was Governor of South Carolina from
1789 to 1792 and from 1796 to 1798, a U. S. Senator from 1797 to 1801,
Minister to Spain from 1S03 to 1805, Governor from i8c6 to 1808. He
was a Democratic V. S. Congressman from 1819 to 1821. C. C. Pinckney and Thomas Pinckney were his cousins.

Pinckney, Charles

lina Legislature

Pinckney, Charles Cotesworth

American statesSouth Carolina, and member
He held the rank of major in the
of its Provincial Congress in 1775.
war, fought at Charleston, Brandywine and Germantown, and surrendered at Charleston in 17S0. He was a member of the Federal Convention in 1787, and the Federalist leader in his State's ratifying convention
in 1788.
Pinckney declined a Cabinet position, but accepted in 1796
the mission to France the Directory, however, refused to acknowledge
him. The French proposals to bribe the American envoys called from
him the well-known phrase " Millions for defense, but not a cent for
tribute "
He was appointed major-general for the expected war with
France. Pinckney was the Federalist candidate for Vice-President in
iSoo, and for President in 1S04 and 1808.
man, was Attorney-General

(1746-1825), an

of his colony.

;

:

!

Pinckney, Henry I/. (1794-1863), was a member of the South
Carolina Legislature from 1816 to 1832, and represented South Carolina
in the U. S.

Congress as a Democrat from 1833 to 1837.

Pinckney, Thomas (1750-1828), brother of C. C. Pinckney, was
an aide to General Lincoln and Count d'Estaing in the Revolution.
He fought at Stono and was taken prisoner at Camden. He was Governor of South Carolina from 1787 to 1789, and Minister to Great
Britain from 1792 to 1796.
He negotiated the treaty with Spain securing free navigation of the Mississippi. In 1 796 he was a Federalist candidate with Adams. He was a U. S. Congressman' from 1797 to 1801.

2fn
a5<
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Pitickney Plan,

a plan for a Federal Constitution, proposed

IVIa)-

the Convention of 1787, by Charles Pinckney, of South Carolina.
It resembled the Randolph Plan, but no copy of it has been preserved.
Many years afterward Pinckney produced a document which he declared
29, in

to

be

this,

but

its

genuineness was easily disproved.

Bluff, Arkansas, a town on the Arkansas River, where, on
25, 1863, the Confederate General Marmaduke, with 2,000
troops and 12 pieces of artillery, attacked the garrison commanded by
Colonel Powell Clayton. After several hours of sharp fighting the Con-

Pine

October

federates withdrew.

Pine, Robert K. (i73o?-i7S8), came to Philadelphia from England
He was prominent as an artist and painted portraits of many
of the heroes of the Revolution, including Washington and Robert
in 1783.

Morris.

Pine Tree

Siiilling, the

name given

to the largest of the coins

mint established in Boston. These coins had
the valued of " I2d., 6d. and 3d. pieces," that value being denoted by
the figure XII, VI or III stamped upon the reverse. The obverse conissued in 1652 by the

first

tained the representation of a pine tree encircled
the legend " Mathosets In." Weight, 72 grains

b};

a grained ring, with

value, i8>/ cents.

an island of 1,214 square miles area, and 5,000 populafrom the southwest extremity of Cuba. It is one
of the insular possessions that were ceded to the United States by peace
Notwithstanding its small area and population,
treaty with Spain, 1898.
the island is a valuable colonial acquisition because of its admirable
position as a naval base, particularly in case the United States builds
the Nicaragua Canal. It is also an extremely fertile spot and abounds
with mineral springs whose curative properties are said to be as great
The island is easily reached by a comfortable
as those of Carlsbad.
steamer that makes tri-weekly trips from Batabano, the south terminus
The principal town is Nueva Gerona,
of a railroad from Havana.
which during Spanish occupation was strongly garrisoned. The island
was one time a favorite resort of pirates.

Pines, Isle

of,

tion, lying fifty miles

Pinkerton, Allan (1819-1884), fled from Scotland as a Chartist to
America in 1842. He established Pinkerton's Detective Agency in
Chicago in 1850, and organized the secret service of the National army
in 1861.

Pinkerton I<aw.

The Sundry' Civil Appropriation Act

of

August

5,

I
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TS92, provides

" that no employe of the Pinkerton Detective Agency, or

similar agency, shall be

any

officer of

loi

employed

in

any Government

service, or

by

the District of Columbia."

Pinkney, William (1764-1822), orator, was a member of the Maryland House of Delegates from 17S8 to 1792 and of the Executive Council
from 1792 to 1795. He was a commissioner to London under Jay's
treaty from 1796 to 1S04, Attorney-General of Maryland in 1805, commissioner in England (jointly with James INIonroe) from 1806 to 1807,
and Minister from 1807 to 181 1. He was Attorney-General in Madison's
Cabinet from 181 1 to 1814. Minister to Russia from 1816 to 1818, and
represented Maryland in the U. S. Senate from 1820 to 1822.
a most eloquent advocate.

He was

Pinzon, Martin A. (1441-1493), is reported by some to have visited
New World in 1488 and by others to have seen charts of Norman
He aided Columbus in fitting out his expedition, and was
explorers.
He parted from Columbus in the
given command of " La Pinta."
West Indies and attempted to usurp the honors of the discovery by
arriving first at the Court, but was prevented by storms.
the

Pinzon, "Vicente "Y. ( i46o?-i524 ?), commanded " La Nifia " in the
expedition of Columbus in 1492. In 1499 he discovered Brazil and the
Amazon. He made two subsequent voyages to South America in 1506
and

1508.

of the colonies were infested by pirates during the
seventeenth and the earlier portion of the eighteenth
centuries.
In North Carolina and South Carolina and in the ports of
the Spanish colonies to the south, the pirate Teach, called " Black
Beard," made frequent ravages and was gladly received by the inhabitants of Charleston in the matter of trade. Teach's headquarters were

Piracy.

Many

latter years of the

in North Carolina.
sions in the south

From thence he preyed upon
and traded

the Spanish posses-

as far north as Philadelphia,

inent citizens were in league with

where prom-

him and with Evans, another

pirate.

He was finally driven away by Governor
In New York and along the Eastern coast

Johnson, of North Carolina.
the celebrated Captain Kidd
Piracy was made a
terrorized the coast settlers for a number of years.
During the middle of
capital offense in the New England colonies.
the nineteenth century the American Government contended for an
international declaration that the slave-trade should be treated as piracy.

Piscataways,

whose chief was conand through whose influence the whole tribe

a tribe of Indians in Maryland

verted to Christianity,
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in 1640

was baptized and received into the Church. In honor of the
was given the title of " King Charles."

British sovereign this chief

Pitcairn,

John

(i74o?-i775), born in Scotland,

years a British officer (major) in Boston.

He

was

for several

led the advance in the

expedition to Lexington and Concord, and is said to have given the
order to fire upon the militia at Lexington, although he denied the
charge. He was killed at Bunker Hill while leading the final assault.

Pitcher, Moll, wife of a Revolutionary soldier, who distinguished
by her bravery at the battle of Monmouth in 1778. Her husband was killed while discharging a cannon. Moll promptly took his
General Washington commended
place, vowing to avenge his death.
her bravery and gave her a commission as a sergeant.
herself

Pitkin, Timothy (1766-1847), was Speaker of the Connecticut
Legislature for five consecutive sessions. He represented Connecticut
He was rein the U. S. Congress as a Federalist from 1805 to 1819.
garded as an authority on U.

S. political history.

He

wrote "Statis-

View of the Commerce of the United States of America " and "
Political and Civil History of the United States from 1763 to 1797."

tical

Pitt,

William

A

(1759-1806), second son of the Earl of Chatham, be-

came Prime Minister

of

England

in 1783.

He

enforced the English

navigation acts against the United States wish great severity, yet his
policy was liberal in the main. He resigned office in 1801.
Pitt, Port, a large fortification erected in 1759 by the British upon
the site of Fort Duquesne at the junction of the Monongahela and
Alleghany Rivers. Duquesne had been destroyed and abandoned by
the French the previous year. Fort Pitt was so called in honor of the
Its site is now Pittsburgh, Pa.
British Minister.
its history as a town from 1764, when its
were laid out. Previous to this time it had been a military
station under the name of Fort Pitt, and still earlier (1755-1758) was
the scene of a struggle between England and France for its possession,
the French having fotinded Fort Duquesne here in 1754. Pittsburgh
was incorporated as a city in 1816. In 1845 it was visited by a disastrous conflagration in which ^5, 000,000 worth of property was con-

Pittsburgh, Pa., dates

first streets

sumed,
Plaisted, Harris M., born in 1S2S, commanded a brigade at
an4 served in Grant's Richmond campaign. He represented

Cbarlestoi;
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Maine in the U, S. Congress
was Governor of Maine from

103

from 1875 to
Died 1S98.

as a Republican

iSSi to 18S3.

1S77,

and

Plater, George (1736-1792), represented Maryland in the Continental Congress from 1778 to 1781. He was president of the Maryland
Convention that ratified the Federal Constitution, and was Governor of

Maryland

in 1792.

Platforms. The "first platform ever adopted by a national convention " was that of a "national assemblj- of young men," held at
Washington in May, 1832, to indorse the nomination of Clay by the
National Repiiblican party. In 1844 both the Whigs and the Democrats drew up a " platform," but in 1848 the Whigs refused to commit
themselves by a platform. After this the adoption of party platforms
by national conventions became general.

Piatt, Orville E., bom in 1827, was a member of the Connecticut
Senate from 1861 to 1862, and of the Legislature from 1864 to 1869.
He was elected to the U. S. Senate as a Republican, and served from
Re-elected for term beginning March
1S79 to the present time (1897),
4, 1897.

Piatt, Thomas C, born in 1833, represented New York in the
Congress of the United States as a Republican from 1873 to 1877. He
was chosen a member of the U. S. Senate in 1881, but resigned soon
afterward with Roscoe Conkling on account of a disagreement with
President Garfield concerning the appointment to the collectorship of
the port of New York. He was elected in Jan., 1897, to U. S. Senate
for

term beginning March

4, 1897.

Platte Country, the name, previous to 1854, given to that territory
stretching west from Missouri to the Rocky Mountains, and which now
comprises the States of Kansas and Nebraska. A bill was introduced
into Congress in 1854 by Douglas, of Illinois, for the organization of the
be determined by the inhabitants, in
Compromise.

territory, the slavery question to

direct violation of the Missouri

Plattsburgh (I,ake Champlain).

In

August,

1814,

General

Prevost with 14,000 men and a flotilla of sixteen vessels advanced from
the St. Lawrence to attack the American land force entrenched at
Plattsburgh and the fleet on Lake Champlain. The American land
force consisted of 3,500 troops and about 4,000 militia, under General
Macomb. The naval force was made up of fourteen vessels, comjjia«de4

by Captain Macdonough,

The

British

army on

Septenjl^er §
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was eight miles awa}-. The next day it advanced in two columns, but
was held partly in check by the American militia. On reaching the
north bank of the Saranac General Prevost constructed works, and on
the eleventh tried to force his way across in two places. At the same
time the two fleets fought desperately for over two hours in Plattsburgh
Bay. This ended with the defeat of the British, who lost about 200
men and the commodore of the fleet. The news of this victory came
to the fighting armies at the critical part of the battle and turned the

The British fled to Champlain, leaving
behind the sick and wounded and a vast amount of stores. On September 24 they returned to Canada, having hDst in all, killed, wounded,
missing and deserters, nearly 2,000 men. The American loss in the
land battle was 150.

tide in favor of the Americans.

I^a., a brief but fierce engagement of the Civil War,
After the battle of Sabine Cross Roads, in which Banks

Pleasant Hill,
April

9,

1864.

had been defeated, he fell back to Pleasant Hill with his army, now reduced to about 8,000 men. Kirby Smith, leading nearly 20,000 ConfederDuring the morning there was some sharp
ates, followed in hot pursuit.
skirmishing, and about five o'clock a fierce fight took place. Banks'
troops, greatly outnumbered and in a woeful condition, nevertheless
fought valiantly. Smith was obliged to leave the field, having lost
Banks marched on to
several guns he had captured the day before.
Grand Ecore.

Pleasonton, Alfred, born in 1824, served with distinction in the
Mexican War. He .served throughout the Virginia peninsular campaign, and commanded a brigade at Boonesborough, South Mountain,
Antietam, Fredericksburg and Chancellorsville, where his brilliant
action saved the national army from serious disaster. He was com-

He retired in 188S with
mander-in-chief of cavalry at Gettysburg.
the rank of colonel in the regular army. Died 1S97.
a patentee of a grant by Charles I. in
embracing New Jersey, Maryland, Delaware and Pennsylvania.
A county palatinate was erected, called "New Albion," of which he
was Governor. He visited the colony in 1641, but remained mostly in
Virginia till his return in 1648. The Swedes disputed his jurisdiction,
and the colony prospered only in the alluring accounts published in its

Plowden, Sir l^dtnund, was

1634,

interests.

Plowden, Francis, son and heir of Sir Edmund Plowden, succeeded in 1634, with his brothers George and Thomas Plowden, to the
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Albion, but obtained no profit there-

from.

Plumb, Preston B.

(1837-1S91), attained the rank of lieutenant-

colonel during the Civil War.

He

represented Kansas in the U. S.

Senate as a Republican from 1877 to 1891.

Plumed Knights, certain Republican campaign clubs formed during the Presidential campaign of 1884 in honor of Mr. Blaine. The
name is derived from a speech of Colonel Robert Ingersoll, in which
he gave that designation to Blaine.
Plymouth, N. C, wrested from the Federals, April 17, 20, 1864,
while occupied by Wessells, commanding a garrison of 2,400 men, by
Hoke, leading 7,000 Confederates. Hoke came upon the town in the
night, thus surprising Wessells.
The Confederate ram " Albemarle "
took part in the fight, driving away the Union gunboats " Southfield,"
"Miami" and " Bombshell," while Hoke took the town. Forts Wessells
and Warren were also taken by Hoke. Fort Warren was valiantly defended against numerous assaults, but it was lightly garrisoned, and
was finally forced to surrender. Fort Wessells also held out bravely,
but having

lost the protection of the gunboats,

it

too succumbed.

Plymouth Brethren. This sect was formed in England and Ireland about 1830 with John Darby as its principal founder. They reject
organizations and creeds, but retain the ordinances. Their number in
the United States

is

small.

Plymouth Colony, the first settlement in Massachusetts, founded
by a party of Puritans from the north of England, November 11, 1620
These first settlers, called the Pilgrim Fathers, after having
(O. S. ).
spent a number of years at Amsterdam and Leyden in search of religious liberty, secured a grant from the Virginia Company and embarked from Plymouth, England, September 6, 1620, on the "Mayflower." They were 108 in number.
(See art. " Pilgrim Fathers.")
During the first winter they endured great suffering and many died.
John Carver was chosen as the first Governor of the colony. No royal
charter was ever granted, though the colony was in existence nearly
seventy years. The colonists bound themselves to obey certain laws,
which they should frame themselves on principles of justice and moderation.
In 1622-23 the number of the colonists was increased bj' new
arrivals in the " Fortune," " Ann " and " Little James."
Plymouth
colony became a member of the New England Confederation (see
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New England) in 1643. By the Massachusetts
was united with the colony of Massachusetts Bay.

United Colonies of
charter of 1691,

it

Plymoutli Company,

a

company formed

of

Plymouth and

Bristol

merchants, and also called the North Virginia Company. It was incorporated in 1606, and obtained a charter from James I., with grant of
land between Long Island and Passamaquoddy Bay. This company
was the rival of the London Company. In May, 1607, two ships were
dispatched to America bearing a company' of colonists commanded b}'^
George Popham. An abortive attempt at permanent settlement was
made on the Kennebec River, but Popham died and the remaining
colonists returned home. The company still continued to exist till its
reorganization in 1620 as the New England Company, or Council for

New

England.

Plymoutli Rock, in Plymouth harbor, the landing place of the
"Mayflower's" Pilgrims on December 11, 1620 (O. S.). John Alden
and Mary Chilton were supposed to have been the first persons to step
upon the famous rock.

Pocahontas (1597 ?-i6i6), daughter of Powhatan, was reported by
Captain John Smith to have saved his life in 1607, when he was about
In 1609 she informed the colonists of
to be slain by her father's tribe.
an intended Indian attack. She was baptized in 1613 and christened
Rebecca. In 1614 she married John Rolfe, and in 1616 went to England. She was presented at the Court of King James as " Lady Rebecca." She was graciously received, and was an object of much interest.
She died in England. From her descended many of the
illustrious families of Virginia.

Pocotaligo, S. C. At this place on October 22, 1862, General
Brannan, who had been assigned to destroy railroad connection between
Charleston and Savannah, commanding 4,448 Federal troops, encountered some 5,000 Confederates under Walker. A brisk fight followed. Brannan's supply of cartridges gave out, and he was getting

He therefore retreated precipitately.
previous to Sherman's march from Savannah
through the Carolinas, Howard was ordered to seize this place and
decidedly the worst of the fight.

On January

14, 1865, just

establish there a depot of supplies for the Federal army.

was

effected after a sharp

The

seizure

engagement with 5,000 Confederates under

Beauregard.
3Poe, IS^dgSLT

A, (1809-1849), was one

of the

most remarkable

of
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American poets and writers of stories. He was connected with numerous
He led a very
periodicals in which appeared some of his best works.
varied life and developed a gloomj' and weird style and a sarcastic
Among his w^orks are '* The
criticism which were peculiarly his own.
He was murdered by
Raven," "The Gold Bug" and "Eureka."
political repeaters in Baltimore.

Poindexter, George (1779-1S53). represented Mississippi in the
He served on
U. S. Congress as a Democrat from 1S07 to 1813.
General Jackson's staff in the War of 1S12, was again a delegate in
Congress from 1817 to 1819, and was Governor of Mississippi from 1819
He prepared a revised code of the laws of Mississippi in 1822.
to 1821.

He was a

U. S. Senator from 1830 to 1835.

Poinsett, Joel R. (1779-1851), was sent to South America in 1809
He
by Madison to ascertain the prospects of the Revolutionists.
represented South Carolina in the U. S. Congress as a Republican from
He was sent to Mexico as Commissioner in 1822, and was
1S21 to 1825.
Minister there from 1825 to 1829. He was an ardent opponent of nulHe was Secretary of War in Van Buren's Cabinet from 1837
lification.
to 184 1.

Here occurred October 10, 1774, a fierce
between the Virginia troops of Lord Dunmore, under General
Andrew Lewis, and a strong Indian army led by the Shawnee chief,
Cornstalk. The Indians crossed the Ohio River at night and fell upon
Lewis' encampment about sunrise. Colonel Charles Lewis and Colonel
Fleming were killed, besides many others. But General Lewis managed to save his camp and rout the savages with heavy losses.

Point Pleasant, Va.

battle

Poland, lyuke P. (1815-1887), was a Judge of the Vermont
Supreme Court from 1848 to i860 and Chief Justice from i860 to 1865.
He represented Vermont in the U. S. Senate as a Republican from 1865
He was chairman of the
to 1867 and in the House from 1867 to 1875.
committees to investigate the Ku-Klux Klan outrages and the Credit
Mobilier transactions.

Polk,

James Knox (November

2,

1795

—June

15, 1849),

eleventh

President of the United States, was born in Mecklenburg County,
N. C. Having graduated at the University of North Carolina, he bein Tennessee, and represented that State as a Democratic
Congressman, 1S25-1839. He became chairman of the Waj-s and
Means Committee, and in 1S35-1839 he was Speaker of the House,

came a lawyer
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From

1S39 to 1S41 he was Governor of Tennessee, and failed of re-

election in 1841

and

1843.

The Democratic National Convention

lected Polk in 1844 as a " safe " compromise candidate. He
over Clay after a hard struggle, having 175 electoral votes.

se-

was elected
Being in-

augurated March 4, 1845, he selected Buchanan for the State Department, R. J. Walker for the Treasury, Marcy for War, and the historian
Bancroft for the Navy. The Mexican War, which President Polk
favored, was prosecuted successfully during his administration, and
the Oregon controversy with England was peacefully settled in 1846.
The revenue " Walker Tariff " received his approval. He vetoed river
and harbor bills in 1846 and 1847. The California gold discoveries occurred near the end of his term. He died in Nashville a few months
after his retirement

from

office.

Polk, I^eotiidas (1806-1864), was engaged in the service of the
Episcopal Church after 1831, and was Bishop of Louisiana from 1841 to
1861.
He strongly sympathized with the secession movement, and,
being a West-Pointer, was appointed major-general, and superintended
the construction of fortifications at New Madrid, Fort Pillow, Island
No. 10 and Memphis. He commanded at Belmont, and led a corps at

He commanded the right wing at Chickamauga,
where it was asserted that his disobedience of orders saved the National
army from annihilation. He served with General Johnston in opposing
General Sherman at Atlanta, and was killed near Kenesaw Mountain

Shiloh and Corinth.

in June, 1864.

Polk, Sarah C. (1803-1891), of Tennessee, married James K. Polk
She was a great favorite in Washington society, and although
she introduced numerous reforms and innovations in the White House,

in 1824.

maintained her popularity.

Polk, William (1758-1834), served as major of a North Carolina
at Brandywine and Germantown, and fought at Camden and
Eutaw Springs. He was a Tennessee Congressman from 1787 to 1794.

regiment

Poll Tax, a tax levied upon each poll or head of population. The
Federal Government has the power to levy such a tax in proportion to
the enumeration or census, but has never exercised the power. In 1641
a poll tax was levied in Maryland, each person being made to pay forty
pounds of tobacco yearly for the support of the parish minister and the
building of churches. Similar laws were passed in other colonies at
various times.

In 1S60, according to a report

Legislature, twenty-seven vStates

and

made

Territories

to the

New York

employed the

poll tax.
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constitutional

provisions for

lev3nng the poll tax. In others, as in Massachusetts,
made a qualification for voting.

its

payment

is

Pollard, Edward A. (1828-1872), edited iho^ Richmond Examiner
from 1861 to 1867. He ardently advocated the Confederate cause and
severely criticised Jefferson Davis. From 1867 to 1869 he published
"Southern Opinion." He wrote a " Southern History of the War,"
" The Lost Cause," " Lee and his Lieutenants," " The Lost Cause Regained " and " Life of Jefferson Davis with the Secret History of the
Southern Confederacy."

Pollock,

James

(1810-1890), represented Pennsylvania in the U. S.

Whig from
He was
1858.

He was Governor

of Pennsylvania

Congress as a

1844.

from 1855 to
and from 1869 to

director of the U. S. mint from 1861 to 1866

Polygamy,

1879.

instituted

and practiced by the Mormons under the

leadership of Joseph Smith in 1830, in New York. In 1838 the Mormons emigrated to Missouri, and in 1839 to Illinois. Their polygamous
institutions could not be tolerated in either of these, so they gradually

emigrated to Utah, where, from 1848 to 1882, they practiced polygamy
Polygamists controlled and held all local offices, with a
unrestricted.
few exceptions. In 1882, Senator Edmunds submitted a bill to restrict
and eventually abolish polygani}'. Under its provisions poh^gamists
have been excluded as office-holders. A great number of persons have
been convicted and sentenced for polygamy, and the Supreme Court
has upheld the law.

Pomeroy, Sam^uel C. (1816-1891), was an organizer of the New
England Emigrant Aid Society, and founded a colony at Lawrence,
Kan., in 1854. He represented Kansas in the U. S. Senate as a Rupublican from 1861 to 1873.
Pomeroy, Seth
He served

in 1745.

He

(1706-1777). engaged in the capture of Louisbourg
in the Massachusetts Legislature in 1774 and 1775.

fought at Bunker Hill, and was appointed brigadier-general, but

declined.

Poncas, a tribe of Dakota Indians, have suffered greatly from the attacks of the Sioux, who drove them beyond the Missouri. In 1858 they
sold lands to the Government and went on a reservation near the YankIn T865 they were assigned a reservation on the Missouri.
tons.

no
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Ponce de I/eon, Juan (1460-1521), a Spanish explorer, was according to some accounts an associate of Columbus on his second voyage.
He became Governor of the eastern part of the Island of Hayti, was led
to attempt the colonization of Porto Rico, and effected the conquest of
that island.

It

was

in 15 12 that, searching for a fountain of perpetual

youth, he discovered the coast of Florida near St. Augustine. He returned to Spain, and in 152 1 sailed to the Florida coast landing not
;

from his former point of discovery, he lost the greater part of his
The Spanish
force, returned disappointed to Cuba, and soon died.
claims to the regions were based on his voyages.

far

Pond lyaw. After 1875 the regulation of the liquor trafiSc in Ohio
became a leading question in State politics. In 1S82 the Republicans
adopted the so-called " Pond Law" for the taxation of liquor selling.
It
It was declared unconstitutional by the Supreme Court of the State.
required of dealers to take out a high license and also to give a bond.
Pontiac (born about 1720, died 1769), one of the Indian chiefs moit
dangerous to the English, was a leader of the Ojibways, Ottawas and
Pottawatomies. He acquired great influence, and is said to have conThough he consented to the surrender
tributed to Braddock's defeat.
of Detroit to the British at the end of the French and Indian War, he
forthwith organized a wide-spread conspiracy in 1762. Assembling a
large force near Detroit, he fired the warriors in a remarkable oration,
but the plot was disclosed, and Pontiac's siege from May to October,
He fought during the siege the battle of the Bloody
1763, was fruitless.
.\lthough Detroit was saved, many other English posts, SanBridge,
dusky, Mackinaw, Presque Isle, etc., fell before Pontiac's allies. The
great chief signed a treaty in 1766, and three years later vvas murdered.
a war in 1763 between the English and American setalong the Pennsylvania and Virginia frontier, and a confederacy of
Delaware, Shawanese and Seneca Indians, led by Pontiac, a Shawanese
These Indians had been dishonorably treated by the settlers
chief.
arriving after the capture of Fort Duquesne. They were, besides, inIn June of 1763 a simulcited to the attack by the F'rencli fur traders.
taneous attack was made along the whole frontier the trading posts
between the Ohio and Lake Erie were taken and the settlers and English

Pontiac War,

tlers

;

traders were scalped.

The

settlers retaliated

by slaughtering the

in-

habitants of Conestoga, a body of Christianized Indians on the Susquehanna. General Bouquet invaded the Indian country by way of
Pittsburgh, Bradstreet along the lakes.

an end (1764).

It

was an afterpiece

The war was thus brought

to the

French and Indian War.

to
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Poole, William F. (1S21-1S94), librarian, devoted much attention
American history. He published Cotton Mather and Salem Witchcraft," " The Popham Colony," " The Ordinance of 1787 " and " AntiSlavery Opinions Before iSoo."
'

to

'

Poor, i^nocli (1736-1780), accompanied Schuyler's expedition to
Canada in 1776. He commanded a brigade at Stillwater and led the
attack at Saratoga. He served imder Lafayette at Monmouth, and led
a brigade against the Six Nations in 1779.

name assumed by Benjamin Franklin,
commonly called " Poor Richard's
Almanac," which he began to publish in 1732, under the name of Richard
'*

Poor Richard,"

a fictitious

in connection with the almanac,

Saunders, or Poor Richard.

Poore, Bersjainin Perley (1820- 1887), newspaper correspondent,
valuable collection of French historical documents for MassaHe wrote " Life of General Taylor, " "The
chusetts from 1844 to 1848.
"
1865,"
Trials
in
Life of Burnside " and " Reminiscences "
Conspiracy
and is author of Poore's Railway Manual.

made a

Popen, John

(1770-1845), represented

Democrat from 1807
ansas from 1829 to 1835.
gress from 1837 to 1843.
as a

to 1S13.

He

He was

Kentucky
Territorial

in the U. S. Senate

Governor of Ark.U. S. Con-

represented Kentucky in the

Pope, John (1823-1892), an American general, was graduated at
West Point in 1842, and fought at Monterey and Buena Vista. He was
engaged in the exploration of Minnesota and the survey of the Pacific
Railroad, and in 1S61 received a command in Missouri. He captured a
Confederate force at Black water in December, 1861, New Madrid and
Island No. 10 in the Mississippi in the spring of the following year.
These successes led to his promotion to be major-general of volunteers,
brigadier-general in the regular army, and to his appointment to the
Army of Virginia, formed in the summer by the imion of various corps.
Pope took command, with " headquarters in the saddle," and conducted an unfortunate and much criticised campaign against Lee,
culminating in the reverses of Second Bull Run and Chantilly at the
end of August and first of September, 1862. He was relieved of the
command in Virginia, and was employed in bringing the Minnesota
Indians to terms. After the war Pope was a department commander
until his retirement in 1886.

in 18S2.

He

attained the grade of major-general
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Pophata, George (1550-1608), came to America from England in
two ships and 100 men, and founded the first New England

1607 with

settlement at Fort George, Me.

Popham

Colony.

In 1607 two ships, the "
the " Gift of

manded by George Popham, and

Mary and John," comGod," commanded by

Raleigh Gilbert, were sent out by Sir Ferdinando Gorges. The}' reached
the mouth of the Kennebec River in Maine on August 19. Popham
was left to establish a colony at Sabino, and Gilbert returned. Popham
died during the winter, and when a ship arrived the next year the colony

was broken

up.

Poplar Spring:, Va., wrested from the Confederates and occupied
by Grant October i, 1S64, during the campaign in the vicinities of Richmond and Petersburg.

Popular Sovereignty.

This term originated about the time of the
Mexico in 1848. A suggestion
was made of a middle course between the Wilmot Proviso, which prohibited the introduction of .slavery into newly acquired or organized
acquisition of additional territory from

and the positive permission of slaver}' under federal legislaenactment namely, the question was to be settled by the inhabitants of the territories. The Kansas-Nebraska bill of 1854 purported to
territories,

tive

;

The Dred-Scott decision of 1S57
decided against it. The Democratic National Convention of 1856 approved of non-interference by Congress with slavery in the Territories.
Douglas, of Illinois, was an ardent advocate of this policy, and he
vainly defended it against the Dred-Scott decision.
The popular
sovereignty idea discippeared with the outbreak of the rebellion. It
was called in derision " squatter sovereignty."
enforce the popvilar sovereignty idea.

Population.

Careful estimates place the population of

shire in 1700 at about 5,000; Massachusetts

New Hamp-

and Maine, 70,000; Rhode

Connecticut, 25,000
New York, 25,000 New Jersey,
Pennsylvania and Delaware, 20,000 Maryland, 30,000 VirPopulation grew very
ginia, 80,000, and the Carolinas, perhaps 15,000.
fast in the colonial period.
In 1754 the total population of the thirteen
colonies is supposed to have been 1,425,000, of whom Virginia contained
Massachusetts and Maine, 211,000; Penn284,000 (three-fifths white)
sylvania and Delaware, 206,000 Maryland, 148,000 Connecticut, 137,000 New York, 96,000. In 1775 the colonies probabl}' contained fewer
than 3,000,000. The population of New England was almost purely
English, that of New York largely Dutch, that of Pennsylvania largely
German and Scotch-Irish, while colonies to the southward contained
Island, 6,000

14,000

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

nnji

L't'ji! iv.j.

Tohn,"c.

PORTRAIT GALLERY OF OUR PRESIDENTS.

Franklin

Novemher

Pierce, fourteenth President, born
'

Democrat

1352.

At the close of his term

at Lancaster, Pa.,

wns elected as

;^04,

June

i,

weut

;ie

Lincoln, sixteenth President,

Republican

bom

legisla-

was elected't^^ir

assassinated by

.^pril

J.

Wilkes

Bobtta.

15, 1865.

iSoS, succeeded to the presidency upilJn .tne
rcrrytoncs.
At the close of his term he lived in rctirejn^iit
'

31

the

when he was
same

elected U.

S.

Senator from Tennessee, but died

year.

Grant, eighteenth President, born April

23, 1885.

was elected as a RepubMount McGregor, New York,

2-, 1^22,

lican 1868, re-elected 1S72, died at

July

1800,

.

until 1875,

S.

12,

20.
'

death of Lincoln.

Ulysses

February

i860, re-elected 1564,

-

July

and died

1868.

almost at the close of the war,

Andrew Johnson, bom December

a

ofiSg.^

cra{

into retirement
' '>'

Abraham

8,

was elected

7a/nes 5tfcAa/ia/7, fifteenth President, born A;
1S56.

23,

Failed of re nomination and died October

%y^^yKui^t

VWC

<t..

A-

»i^
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The

first

census

in 1790.

Population, Center of.

The

center of the population of the United
some twenty -three miles to

States at the time of the census of 1790 lay

the east of Baltimore. In 1800 it was about the same distance west of
Baltimore in 1810, about forty miles west-northwest of Washington in
1820, sixteen miles north of Woodstock, Va. in 1830, nineteen miles
west-sovtthwest of Moorefield, W. Va. ;in 1840, sixteen miles south of
Clarksburg, W. Va.; in 1850, twenty -three miles southeast of Parkers;

;

;

W.

burg,

Va.; in i860, twenty miles south of Chillicothe, O.; in 1870,
by north of Cincinnati in 1880, in Kentucky,

forty-eight miles east

;

eight miles west by south of Cincinnati

;

in 1890, in

Southern Indiana.

Louisiana, a village on the Mississippi where, on May
General Grant fought a victorious battle and thereby forced an
opening of the Mississippi blockade.

Port Gibson,

I,

1863,

a battle of the Civil War, taking place May
during Grant's campaign along the Mississippi River. Grant
was pursuing with some 25,000 Federals the Confederate Pemberton,
who was retreating toward Vicksburg with a large army. Near Port
Gibson, Grant's advance, under that general himself, overtook Pemberton's rear, about 12,000 men under Bowen. A battle immediately
Bowen, though greatly outnumbered, defended himtook place.
self stoutly.
Bowen held a strong position along both branches of the
Port Gibson road, and consequently divided the forces of the Federals
He was defeated, but managed to retire in good
as he slowly fell back.

Port Gibson, Miss.,

I,

1863,

order.

Port Hudson,
imder Gardner

I^a., in possession of Confederate troops, 6,000 strong,

in 1863.

It

was

assailed

on three separate occasions by

command the
Orleans to Vicksburg. The fort surrendered to
General Banks after the fall of Vicksburg. The first attempt to reduce
it was made March 8, by Banks and Farragut, the Federal admiral.
Farragut essayed to pass the batteries of the fort with his fleet, while
Banks, v^ith a land force of 12,000, diverted the attention of the garrison.
Farragut's fleet consisted of the " Hartford," the " Mississippi,"
the Federals, as being a desirable position from which to
Mississippi from

New

"Albatross," "Essex" and "Sabine," and several
This attempt was an utter failure. Farragut's fleet had
to return to Prophet's Island badly disabled by the fort's batteries.
On
the gunboats
mortar-boats.

May

23, of

the

same

year,

Banks again invested the

fort with

15,000

114
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men, Augur coming to his aid with 3,500 more. ?.Iay 24, Augur
defeated a body of Confederates under Miles, driving them back within
Being informed on May 24 that the Confederates were
their works.
endeavoring to escape. Banks determined on a general assault, the
Federal naval force under Farragut having come to his assistance. The
struggle was a severe one, but the Confederates resisted every attack.
So the siege went on. Each day Farragut's guns riddled the Confederate works, and many Federals were killed by the Confederate
sharpshooters. Gardner held out gallantly until he heard that Vicksburg had been captured. Then he surrendered July 9, 1863.

Port Republic, Va.

Here,

June

13,

1862,

Jackson, with 8,000

Confederates, defeated and pursued 3,000 Federals luider Carroll and
Tyler, of Shields' command. The latter had attempted to capture a

w hich they supposed to be guarded only by some 300
Instead they found Jackson with two strong brigades and
three batteries. The Federals fought with spirit. Colonel Candy recapturing by an impetuous charge a Federal batterj' which had been taken
cattle train

cavalry.

However, on Taylor's appearance with a fresh brigade,
the Unionists retired. Jackson pursued them five miles, capturing 450
prisoners and 800 muskets.

by the enemy.

Virginia, was the scene of a severe battle June 7,
between the Federals, under Fremont, and the Confederates, commanded by Jackson, in which the Union forces were routed so completely that the Shenandoah Valley campaign was brought to a hasty

Port Republic,

1S62,

conclusion.

Port Royal in Acadia, now Annapolis, Nova Scotia, was founded
De Monts, and in 1607 more permanently by Poutrincourt.
In 1614 the settlement was ravaged by Samuel Argall, from
Virginia.
In 162S it was captured by the English, but restored in 1632
again captured in 1690, but retaken in 1691 finally taken in 1710, and
named Annapolis.
in 1605 b}' the Sieur

;

;

Port Royal, S. C, was first settled in 1562 by a band of Huguenots
under Jean Ribault. The colony was soon reinforced by Rene Laudonniere, but it was not wholl}' successful, even at the first. Then
Pedro de Menendez, appointed Spanish Governor of Florida, after
founding St. Augustine in 1565, marched along the coast and destroyed
the French settlement, while Ribault was sailing unsuccessfully against
In revenge for this a French gentleman, Dominic de
St. Augustine.
Gourgues, in 1567 destroyed the Spanish settlement at St. Augustine
by a private expedition. During the late Civil War, to complete the

—

amp:rican history.
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Federal blockade of the Southern coast,

Commodore Dupoiit, comWabash," fourteen gunboats, thirtyfour steamers and twenty-six sailing vessels, attacked the fort, November 7, 1861. The works were garrisoned by 1,700 South Carolina troops
under Generals Dra}-ton and Ripley and were protected by Conmiodore
Tattnall with six Confederate gunboats. The expedition started from
Fort Monroe late in October. The fleet entered the harbor between the
two forts, firing upon them simultaneously. Then sailing in an elliptical track the ships concentrated their fire upon Fort Walker, which
surrendered after three hours. Fort Beauregard was also speedily reduced. The Confederate fleet had been prevented from rendering
assistance by a few gunboats.
manding the Federal

frigate, "

Port Royal Island, Battle of, February 3, 1779. During the
Southern campaign of the Revolution General Prevost sent Major
Gardiner with 200 men to seize Port Royal Island. General Moultrie
with about an equal number attacked and defeated Gardiner. The
American loss was trifling. The British lost most of their oflicers and

many

privates.

Port Royal, South Carolina, was attacked January

i, 1862, by
engaged a fleet in the Sound commanded by Conmiodore Tatnall, in which the Confederates were defeated with considerable loss. This was the last effort made by the
Confederates to defend the sea islands below Charleston.

Dupont.

A

flotilla of

his vessels

Porter, Albert G., born in 1824, represented Indiana in the U. S.
Congress as a Republican from 1859 to 1863. He was first Comptroller
of the U. S. Treasury from 1878 to 1880, Governor of Indiana from 1880
to 1884,

and Minister

to Italy

from 1889

to 1892.

Died

1897.

Porter, Andrew (1743-1813), fought in the battles of Trenton,
Princeton, Brandywine and Germantown, and received the personal

commendation

of Washington.

He accompanied

General Sullivan in

the expedition against the Six Nations in 1779.

Porter, David (17S0-1843), an American naval hero, came of a
seafaring family, and fought in the wars with France and Tripoli. In
1812 he w-as appointed a captain, and with the " Essex " captured a

number

of British prizes and the man-of-war "Alert."
In 1813 he
on a cruise in the Pacific with the " F<ssex," in the course of
which he nearly destroyed the British whale-fishery in that ocean. In
the harbor of Valparaiso on March 28, 1814, the "Essex" and the
" Phcebe " fought a desperate battle, in which the former, completely

•started
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was compelled to surrender. Porter fought against the West
India pirates in 1824, and fiom 1826 to 1829 directed the Mexican navy.
He was then U. S. Consul to the Barbary States, and from 1831 until his

disabled,

death he was U.

Porter,

S. Minister resident to

David Dixon

(June

8,

Turkey.

i8i3-Februar\'

13,

1891),

son of

and one of the most distinguished American naval officers, accompanied his father in his voyages, and became a midshipman
He had served in the Mexican \Var, and had commanded
in 1829.
Da\'id Porter,

California mail steamers, when the Civil War called out his powers.
With the control of the mortar fleet he, in April, 1.862, bombarded Forts
Jackson and St. Philip, aiding Farragut in the great feat of taking New
Orleans. He was continuously active in the operations near Vicksburg
that 5'ear, commanded the Mississippi squadron, and captured Arkansas
Promoted .to be Rear-admiral Porter, in May,
Post in January, 1863.
1S6.3, took Grand Gulf near Vicksburg and co-operated with Grant in
The following year he aided Banks
the reduction of that stronghold.
Transferred the same year to the North
in the Red River expedition.

Atlantic squadron, Admiral Porter

commanded

the powerful naval con-

tingents in the two assaults on Fort Fisher, December, 1864, and January, 1865
this

last

;

in the latter, Porter
of the important

He was promoted

to

and General Terry succeeded

sea fortresses left to

life of his

father

reducing

be vice-admiral in 1S66 and admiral in 1S70.

Until 1869 he was superintendent of the naval academy.

ing a

in

the Confederates.
Besides writ-

and other naval works Admiral Porter was

also a

successful novelist.

Porter, Fitz-John, born in 1822, was graduated at West Point in
and almost immediately took part in the Mexican War. Assigned
to the Army of the Potomac in the Rebellion, he was soon in command
of a corps, and distinguished himself in the Seven Days' battles, espeHe was now promoted to he
cially at Gaines' ilill and Malvern Hill.
1845,

major-general

of. volunteers.

Potomac was transferred

Shortly afterward part of the Army of the
command. Porter and his corps

to Pope's

were present at the second battle of Bull Run, August 29 and 30, 1862,
his conduct became the subject of warm controversy.
He remained
inactive on the first da}-, and took a leading part on the day following
for this he was deprived of command, but restored, and served in the
Antietam campaign. In November, however, he was court-martialed,
and cashiered in Januarj'. Many efforts to reverse the decision were

and

;

unavailing until 1886, when an act of Congress restored him to the army
with the rank of colonel.
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Porter, Horace, born
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was chief of artillery at the capture
fought at Antietani, was chief of ordnance
at Chickamauga, and was an aide to General Grant from 1864 to 1865.
Became Ambassador to France May, 1S97.
of Fort Pulaski, in 1S61.

in 1837,

He

Porter, James M, (1793-1862), was appointed Secretary of War in
1843 by President Tyler, and served till 1844,
He was a prominent
Pennsy!lvania jurist.
Porter,

Noah

1871 to 1886.

was president of Yale College from
principal editor of revised editions of " Webster's

(1811-1892),

He was

Unabridged Dictionary," and was one

of the

most scholarly metaphy-

sicians in America.

Porter, Peter B. (1773-1844), represented New York in the U. S.
Congress as a Democrat from 1S09 to 1S13. He served on the Canadian
frontier.
He was Secretary of War in J. Q. Adams' Cabinet from 1S28
to 1829.

" Portfolio," the first American periodical which reached an age of
over ten years. It was established in Philadelphia by Dennie in 1801,
and was published monthly until 1825. It had many distinguished
contributors.

Portland, Me.,

settled in 1632, was bombarded by the British in
and incorporated in 17S6. From 1820 until 1S32 it
the State. A city charter was obtained in 1832. It

1775, rebuilt in 17S3

was the capital of
was the scene of a disastrous

fire

in 1S66.

Porto Rico, an island loS miles long by 37 miles wide, one of the
most important of the West Indies group, has a population of 900,000
and is of great fertility, raising chiefly tobacco, sugar, copra and coffee.
The American flag was raised on the island October 18, 1898, and permanent possession was given by Spain by articles of treaty negotiated
at Paris December 10, 1898.
A memorable dispute arose during March,
1900, over the introduction in the U.

vS. Senate of a bill requiring the
per cent, of the Dingley rates on all products imported into the United States from Porto Rico. The question
was fiercely debated for several weeks and threatened to disrupt the

payment

of a

duty of

fifteen

Republican party, for several Republican members of both branches of
Congress strenuously insisted that Porto Rico should have the benefits
of actual free trade with this country, of which the island had become
an integral part.

Portsmouth, N. H.,was

settled in 1623, incorporated as a

town

in
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iiS
1633,

and

as a city in

1849.

was the

It

vState

capital until

In
In

1S07.

1694 the town was attacked by Indians, and several persons killed.
1774 the inhabitants refused to receive a cargo of British tea.

Portsmouth, R.

one of the original settlements in Rhode
by William Coddinj^ton and other followers
of Anne Hutchinson, from INIassachusetts.
At first an independent
community, it was united with Newport in 1640 to form the colony of
Rhode Island. Providence was joined with them in 1644.
Island,

was founded

I.,

in 1637

Portugal. A commercial treaty was concluded between tlie United
and Portugal in 1840. By the treaty of 1851 provision was
made for the payment of certain claims of American citizens against
States

Portugal.

Post-Office.

In the colonies, especially the more thickly-settled
some slight arrangements for postal conmiunica-

colonies of the North,
tion were

made

before 1692.

and Queen Mary granted

to

On

King William
making him post-

Februarj^ 17 of that 3'ear

Thomas Neale

a patent

At once several colonies passed acts
In 17 10, vmder Queen
Anne, an act of Parliament established a uniform system for all the
colonies.
Of the postmasters-general for America in the colonial period
the most famous was Franklin, who in 1774 was deprived of his office
for his attitude in the American conflict.
William Goddard thereupon
planned a " Constitutional Post-Office," upon a plan which Congress
adopted July 26, 1775, on that date establishing a system, with Franklin as postmaster-general.
The Articles of Confederation and the Constitution gave Congress power over the matter.
Congress, in 1790,
continued the post-ofiice with little substantial change. The plan to
conduct the post-ofiice system simply on an expense-paying basis
originated about 1840. At the International Postal Conference held
at Berne in 1S74 the Universal Postal Union was formed with rates of
five cents per half-ounce on all letters passing between the countries
composing the Union. In 1790 there were seventj^-five post-offices in
the United States in 1820, 4,500 in 1S60, 28,000 in 1884, 70,000 in
master-general for the colonies.
establishing

and regulating a

;

postal system.

;

;

;

1898, 72,000.

Post-Office Department. This department existed already before
Congress continvied it by several temporary enactments, and on
May 8, 1794, gave it a permanent establishment. The postmaster-general was not a member of the President's Cabinet until General Jackson's administration (1829), the exigencies of the spoils system then
1789.
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(See

art.
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In 1S20 a four years' term of postmasters was instituted.

it.

Star-route Frauds.)

is now two cents for an}^ distance in the
1792 to 1845 letter postage ranged from six to
twenty-five cents, according to the distance. In 1845 the rate was reduced to five cents for 300 miles and under, and ten cents for greater

Letter postage

Postage.

From

United States.

In 1851 it was made three cents for 3,000 miles, prepaid,
otherwise five cents, and was doubled for greater distances. In 1863 there
was established a uniform rate of three cents, which was changed to two
jMailable matter is now divided into four
cents per ounce in 1883.
distances.

third, books
second, regular publications
Until 1845 letters were single or double according
as there was one piece of paper or two. Postage stamps were introduced in
1847 but did not become general till 1855, when letters were required to

classes

:

letters

first,

;

;

;

fourth, merchandise.

be prepaid.
cards in

Stamped envelopes were first furnished in
Registration was established in 1855

1872.

1S52
;

and postal

postal

money

the free delivery system in 1865 in places containing a
population of 50,000. In 1892 the free delivery system was extended.
orders in 1864

;

Postal Currency, a
War, owing to the

substitute for fractional currency during the

This was invented by GenUnited States Treasurer under Lincoln. Postage stamps
were pasted upon the paper used for government securities and representing different sums. These bits of paper were circulated among the
clerks of the department, and became for a while the medium of small
Civil

scarcity of silver.

eral Spinner,

exchange.

Potomac Company was chartered in 17S4, with General Washington as president, for the purpose of connecting the Potomac Valley
with the West by means of a canal, and for general land improvement.
The Chesapeake and Ohio Canal Company succeeded

is

it

in 1828.

Pottawatomies, a tribe of Algonquin Indians, early occupied what
now lower Michigan and upper Illinois and Indiana. Joining Pon-

they surprised Fort St. Joseph in 1763. During the Revolution
they were hostile to the Americans but joined in the treaty of 1795.
The tribe was then composed of settled bands and the wandering Prairie
band. In 1S12 they aided England, but by treaties in 1815 and .subsequently, ceded nearly all their territory.
A large tract was assigned to
them on the Mi.ssouri. In 1867 1,400 became citizens, but the Prairie
tiac,

band continued under the Indian Department.
Potter, Aloni^o (1800-1865), became

p;pi.scopal

Bishop of Pennsyl-
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vania in 1S45.

He founded the Episcopal Hospital and the Divinity
He possessed remarkable executive ability.

School at Philadelphia.

Potter, Clarkson N. (1825-1882), represented New York in the
U. S. Congress as a Democrat from 1869 to 1875 and from 1877 to iSSi.
He was prominent in the election controversies of 1876.

Henry C,

born in 1835, son of Bishop Alonzo Potter, was
New York, from 1858 to 1883. In 1883 he became assistant bishop to his uncle, Horatio Potter. In 1887, on the
letter's death, he became bishop of New York.
Potter,

rector of Grace Church,

Potter, Horatio (1802-1887), became rector of St. Peter's, Albany,
N. Y., in 1833, 'provisional bishop in 1854, and Bishop of New York in
His able administration brought great prosperity to his diocese.
1861.

James (1729- 1 789), came to Pennsylvania from Ireland in
He was made brigadier-general of Pennsylvania troops in 1777

Potter,
1741.

and served with distinction throughout the war under General Washington.

Potter, Robert B. (1829-1887), led the assault at Roanoke Island,
commanded a regiment at Cedar Mountain and Chantilly, carried the
bridge at Antietam. He led a division at Vicksburg, the Wilderness

and Petersburg.

Powell, John W., born in 1824, was a lieutenant-colonel of Illinois
during the Civil War. He secured the establishment of the
U. S. Geological Survey and the Bureau of Ethnography at the Smithsonian Institution, and is director of the former. He was the first man
to make the descent and exploration of the Colorado River and Great
artillerv

Caiion.

Powers, Hiram

went from Ohio to Florence,
Among his most popular
statues are " Eve Tempted," "The Greek Slave" and "The Fisher
Boy." He is eminent for his busts of distinguished men, including
Adams, Jackson, Webster, Marshall, Longfellow and Sheridan. He
executed statues of Washington, Webster, Calhoun, Franklin and JefItaly, in 1837, whei'e

(1S05-1873), sculptor,

he afterward resided.

ferson.

Powhattan (i550?-i6i8), was the chief of thirty tribes of Indians,
numbering about 8,000, occupying territory between the James and
York Rivers in Virginia. He was visited by Captain John Smith in
A gilded crown was
1609, who made negotiations for provisions.

AMERICAN HISTORY.

i2i

brought from England and Powhattau was declared " emperor of the
ladies." He never trusted tlie whites and was in constant collision
with them. In retaliation for an attempt of Captain Smith to capture
him, he planned the destruction of the Jamestown settlement, but was
prevented, the colonists being warned by his daughter, Pocahontas.

Powhattan Indians,

a confederation of thirty Indian tribes south

of the Potomac, in existence at the time of the settlement of Jamestown. It was conjectured that the entire federation numbered eight

thousand

souls.

Thomas (1720-1805), came to America from England in
immediately sympathized with American political tendencies.
He was Governor of Massachusetts from 1756 to 1760. While a member
of the British Parliament from 1767-1781 he ardently opposed oppressive
measures toward the colonies. He wrote " Colonial Constitutions,"
Pownall,

1753.

"The

He

Administration of the Colonies" and " Description of the Middle

States of America.

'

Prairie Grove, Ark. At this place Union leaders Blunt and Herron
with 12,000 troops defeated nearly twice as many Confederates under
Hindman and Marmaduke, December 7, 1862. Hindman attacked
Herron while that general was separated from the main command.
Herron returned the attack, pushing his batteries across Illinois Creek
Meanwhile
and effectually silencing the Confederates for a time.
Blunt arrived and attacked the Confederate flank, as it was about to
execute a flank movement against Herron. This resulted in defeat for
the Confederates though they occupied a strong position.
Pratt,

Orson

apostles in 1835.

(1811-18S1),

He was

for

became one

many

j'ears

a

of the twelve

Mormon

member and seven

times

was Speaker of the Utah Legislature. He wrote "The Great First
Cause " and " Patriarchal Order " and was distinguished for his great
learning.

Praying- Indians, a name given to those New England Indians who
During Philip's War they rewere early won to the Christian Faith.
mained friendly to the colonists, a company of them enlisting under
]Major Gookin in July, 1675. They acted as scouts and spies and rendered valuable service against Philip.

Preble, iEdward (1761-1S07), commodore, joined a privateer in
In 1779 he engaged in the attacks of the " Protector " on the
He served on the " Winthrop "
British privateer, "Admiral Duff."

1777.
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He was comuiissioned lieuthat vessel captured an armed brig.
tenant in 179S, and in 1799 commanded the " K-fesex." In 1S03 he commanded the " Constitution " and the squadron against the Barbary
His opei'ations resulted in the treaty of 1S05, by which tribute
States.
when

by the United States and the slavery of Christian captives was abolished.

Preble, George H. (1S16-1885), rear-admiral, served

He commanded
He commanded

in the

Mexican

"Macedonian"

against Chinese pirates in
the " Katahdin " and the " St. Louis " during
1854.
the Rebellion, and wrote a " History of the United States Flag."
"War.

the

Pre-emption I<aw.
1801.

It

was a

The

first

pre-emption act was passed March

special act affecting the

Symmes

colonization

3,

scheme

on the Miami River. Between that time and 1841 about eighteen preemption acts were passed, all of a more or less special nature. The first
general law was passed in 1830. That of 1841, which is now in force,
grants, upon considerations of residence and improvement, freedom of
entry upon 160 acres of public lands to any person over twenty-one
years of age. Twelve to thirty-three months are allowed for payment,
and the amount varies with the value and situation of the tract preempted.

Prentice, George D. (1802-1870), edited the Ivouisville, Y.y., JourHe was the principal advocatee of the Whig
He wrote a
part}' in Kentucky, and vigorously opposed secession.
nal from 1831 to 1870.
" Life of Henry Clay."

Prentiss, Benjamin M., born in 1819, was a captain during the
Mexican War. In 1S61 he was made colonel of Illinois volunteers, and
placed in command at Cairo. He defeated the Confederates at Mount
Zion, served under General Grant at Shiloh and was taken prisoner.
He was made major-general, and defeated Generals Holmes and Price
at Helena, Ark.

Prentiss, Sergeant S. (1S08-1850),
Mississippi Legislature in 1835.

Congress as a

Whig from

183S

orator,

was a member

He represented Mississippi in
to 1S39.
He made eloquent

of the

the U. S.
speeches

against the repudiation of the Mississippi State debts.

Presbyterian Church in the United States. This sect owes its
numerous members of the Presbyterian Churches of Scotland and Ireland who moved to the American colonies for greater freedom. The first Presbytery was formed at Philadelphia about the year
origin to the

1705, largely

through the labors of Francis Makemie.

In 1716 the

first
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In 1729
Syiioil was held, with about twenty-five churches represented.
the Westminster Confession and Catechisms were formally adopted. In
1 74 1 a schism on educational questions took place, but was healed in
The first General Assembly met in 1789, and the Confession and
1758.

Catechisms were again adopted, with some slight changes. In 181 1 the
Cumberland Presbyterian Church was formed by members who had seceded from the parent church. A still greater schism arose in 1838 between the conservative and the progressive wings of the denomination.
These reunited in 187 1, at which time the total membership was about
From both these bodies the Southern members withdrew, and
435,000.
formed separate organizations, which, however, united in 1864. The
parent church, since the reunion of 1871, has made rapid progress, and
by its devotion to education and missions has raised a high standard for
its clergy and membership.
In recent years much controversy has been
aroused by the trial of Dr. Briggs for heresy. Number of members in
1890, 788,000.

Presbyterian Church South. This body was organized December
when the Southern Presbyterians seceded and organized a new
General Assembly.
The power and educational institutions of this
body were greatly weakened by the losses of the war. In 1S90 there
4, 1861,

were 180,000 members.
Prescott, Richard (1725-1788), British soldier, came to Canada
from England in 1773.
He surrendered in 1775 on the reduction of
Montreal by the Americans. He commanded in Rhode Island from
1776 to 1777.

Prescott,

William

(1726-1795), ser\'ed as a captain in the Provincial

army under General Winslow in the expedition against Nova Scotia in
In 1774 he commanded a regiment of minute-men. In 1775 with
1755.
a brigade of 1,000 men he constructed entrenchments at Bunker Hill.
In the ensuing battle he displayed great skill and bravery, and was one
of the last to leave the entrenchments when it was found necessary to
retreat.
In 1777 he served under General Gates at Saratoga. He after-

ward served

several years in the INIassachusetts Legislature.

Prescott, William Hickliiig (1796-1859), grandson of the com-

mander at Bunker Hill, was graduated at Harvard in 1814. Abundant
means enabled him to carry out his purposes of prolonged historical rethough his partial blindness was a great hindrance. Prescott's
works nearly cover the period of Spanisli greatness. They appeared in
this order
"Ferdinand and Isabella " (1838), " Conquest of Mexico "
search,

:
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(1843), " Conquest of Peru " (1847), " Philip the Second " (1855-5S), to
which should be added the continuation of Robertson's " Charles V."
Prescott had access to many valuable original sources, including the
Spanish archives at Simancas, and his histories are permanentlj^ attracLife by Ticknor.
tive for their charm of style,

President.

Penn, in 1696, in his scheme for a general government

for the colonies, gave its executive the title of president

the Albany
Convention proposed that of president-general. The Continental Congress had its president. In the Convention of 1787, it was decided on
June 4 that there should be a single executive, to whom on August 6
the style of President was given. Beside executive functions, he was
invested with the veto power. The First Congress debated titles for
him, but without finding any better than Mr. President. The first two
Presidents read their speeches to Congress, Jefferson began the practice
of sending messages instead. Up to the ratification of the Twelfth
Amendment (1804) the President and Vice-President were not separate!}'
voted for. He who obtained the largest number of electoral votes was
Jefferson and J. Q.
President, he who stood next Vice-President.
Adams were elected by the House of Representatives. Tyler, Fillmore,
Johnson and Arthur were originally elected Vice-Presidents.
The following is a complete table of the candidates for President of
the United States, from the formation of our Government to date, with
the name of the party to which they were attached
;

:

Party.

No

party

Year.
1789

.

Federalist

1792

.

Federalist

1796

.

Republican
Republican

1800

.

1804

.

iSoS

.

1812

.

1S16

.

1820

.

Federalist

Republican
Republican

Federalist

Republican
Opposition

Defeated.

.Thomas Jefferson. Elected.
John Adams. Defeated.
.Thomas Jefferson. Elected.
Defeated,

.James Madison. Elected.
Charles C. Pinckney, Defeated,

George Clinton.

Federalist

Republican

Elected.

Jefferson.

Charles C. Pincknej'.

Federalist

Republican

.John Adams.

Thomas

Federalist

Republican

Candidates.
.George Washington. No opposition.
.George Washington. No opposition.

Defeated.

.James Madison, Elected.
De Witt Clinton. Defeated,
.James Monroe. Elected,
Rufus King. Defeated.

.James Monroe,

John Q. Adams,

Elected.

Defeated.
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Year.

Party.

Republican

1824

.

Coalition

.Andrew Jackson.
John Q. Adams.
William H. Crawford.

Republican
Republican

The popular

125

Henry
election not resulting in

Clay.

any candidate having a majority
upon the House of Repre-

of the electoral vote, the election devolved

sentatives.

Adams was

thirteen States

;

elected on the

first ballot,

receiving the votes of

Jackson, seven, and Crawford, four States.

Party.

Democratic
Nat. Republican

Candidates.

Year.
182S

.

.Andrew Jackson. Elected.
John Q. Adams. Defeated.

This is the first election at which the party name Democrat was used.
Previous to that date the party was called Republican and the opposition
Federalists.

Party.

Democratic
Republican
Anti-Masonic
Democratic

Whig
Whig
Whig
Whig
Whig

Candidates.

Year.
1S32

.

.Andrew Jackson. Elected.
Henry Clay. Defeated.
John Floyd. Defeated.
William Wirt.

1836

.

.Martin

Defeated.
Buren. Elected.

Wm. Henry Harrison. Defeated.
..Hugh L. White. Defeated.
Daniel Webster.-

Defeated.

W. R. Margerum. Defeated.
W. H. Harrison. Elected.
Martin Van Buren. Defeated.

1840

.

.

1844

.

James G. Birney. Defeated.
.James K. Polk. Elected.

Democratic
Liberty

Democratic

Van

Whig

Henry

Liberty

James G. Birney. Defeated.
Zachary Taylor. Elected.
Lewis Cass. Defeated.

Whig

1848

.

Democratic
Free Soil
Democratic

1852

.

1856

.

Defeated.

Martin Van Buren.

Whig
Free Dem
Democratic

.

Clay.

Defeated.

.Franklin Pierce. Elected.
Winfield Scott. Defeated.

John

P. Hale.

Defeated.

.James Buchanan.

Elected,
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Year.

Party.

Candidates.

Republican

John

C.

Fremont.

Defeated.

American

Millard

I<"i]lmore.

Defeated.

This was the
field

first

appearance of the present Republican party in the
Their National Convention was held in

of national politics.

Philadelphia.
Party.

Republican
Democratic

Year.
i860

Candidates.
.

1864

.

186S

.

/

1872

.

.U. S. Grant.

Elected.

Defeated.

.U. S. Grant.

Elected.

H.Greeley.

Defeated.

Charles O' Conor.

B. Gratz

C

J.

Brown.

.

Defeated.

Defeated.

Jenkins.

David Davis.
1876

Defeated.

.R. B. Hayes.

Elected.

S. J. Tilden.

Defeated.

Peter Cooper.

Prohibition
1880

.

Greenback

Defeated.
G. Clay Smith. Defeated.
.James A. Garfield. Elected.
W. S. Hancock. Defeated.
Defeated.
J. B. Weaver.

Prohibition

Neal Dow.

American

John W. Phelps.

Democratic
Republican

1884

.

Prohibition
1888

Prohibition

...

Defeated.

Defeated.

P- St. John.

Defeated.

B. F. Butler.
.

Defeated.

.Grover Cleveland. Elected.
Defeated.
J. G. Blaine.
J-

Greenback
Republican
Democratic

Union Labor.

Defeated.

Thos. A. Hendricks. Defeated.
James Black. Defeated.

Greenback

Republican
/Democratic

.Abraham Lincoln. Elected.
George B. McClellan. Defeated.
H. Seymour.

Temperance
Oppos. Dem
Oppos. Dem
Oppos. Dem
Republican
Democratic

Elected.

J.G.Breckinridge. Defeated.
John Bell. Defeated.
Stephen A. Douglas. Defeated.

Constitutional Union

Independent Dem
Republican
Democratic
Republican
Democratic
Republican
Dem. and Liberty
Democratic
Oppos. Dem

.Abraham Lincoln.

.Benj. Harrison.

Elected.

Grover Cleveland.
.

.C. B. Fisk.

A.

J.

Defeated.

Defeated.

Streeter.

Defeated.

AMERICAN HISTORY.
Party.

Year.

American
Union Labor
Equal Rights
Indus. Reform
Democratic
Republican

1S92

Candidates.

.

People's

Prohibition
Socialist-Labor

Republican
Democratic

1S96
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.

.

J.

L. Curtis.

J.

B.

J.

Bidwell.

Defeated.
R. H. Cowdrey.
Defeated.
Belva Lockwood. Defeated.
A. E. Redstone.
Defeated.
Grover Cleveland. Elected.
Benj. Harrison.
Defeated.

Weaver.

Defeated.

Defeated.

vSimon Wing. Defeated.
.William McKinley. Elected.

William

People's

Defeated.
J. Bryan.
Levering. Defeated.
W. J. Bryan. Defeated.

Socialist-Labor

C. B. Matchett.

National

C. E. Bentley.

Prohibition

J.

Dem

Nat.

J.

Defeated.
Defeated.

M. Palmer.

Defeated.

Of the successful candidates the following were elected twice WashJefferson, Madison, Monroe, Jackson, Lincoln, Grant, and
Cleveland. The following were nominated three times Jefferson, who
was defeated the first time Jackson, also defeated the first time John
Q. Adams, defeated each time by the popular vote, but elected in 1824
:

ington,

:

;

Henry

;

He was first nominated
Martin Van Buren, elected the
first time and defeated the two subsequent times
Grover Cleveland,
who was elected the first and third times, but defeated the second time.
The following died in office William H. Harrison, Zachary Taylor,
Abraham Lincoln, and James A. Garfield, the last two named being
assassinated.
The highest electoral vote polled was by General Grant
in 1872, it being 286.
The closest electoral vote was given to Hayes,
185 Tilden, 184.
The largest majority of the electoral vote was obtained by Monroe in 1820 he received 231 and Adams i. Polk was the
first elected President that did not receive a majority of the popular
vote his vote was 1,337,243 the opposition, 1,361,368. Taylor did not
have a majority of the popular vote, his vote being 1,360,101 the opposition, 1,511,807.
Buchanan polled 1,838,169 his opponents, 2,215,798 votes. Lincoln, when he was first elected, polled 1,866,352 votes;
the other candidates, 2,810,501, but Lincoln carried the large States by
small majorities, and, therefore, while his vote was nearly a million
as stated

;

Clay, defeated every time.

in 1824, then in 1832,

and

last in 1844

;

;

:

:

;

;

;

;

;

less,

his electoral vote

The

was 180 to the opposition's 123.
was at the last election. McKinley polled

largest vote polled

128
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7,107,304, and, singular to relate, Brj-an polled

million than any one

who had been

vote, although defeated,

was

election of elected candidates

more votes by nearly a

ever elected to the

office.

6,553,080, while the highest

was the vote

for

Bryan's

up

to that

Cleveland in 1892

5,556,533.

The following were Cabinet officers Jefferson was Secretary of State
under Washington Madison was Secretary of State under Jefferson
Monroe under Madison he was also Secretary of War under the same
John O. Adams was Secretary of State under Monroe Van Bureu occupied the same office under Jackson
Buchanan also under Polk
Grant was Secretary of War for a short time imder Johnson, until
Stanton was reinstated. Only two of the Presidents signed the Declaration of Independence John Adams and Thomas Jefferson.
No naval
officer has ever been a candidate for the office, while the army had a
number of its officers elected. Webster, Clay, and Blaine were sujiposed to be invincible and were the idols of their followers. Tyler,
Fillmore, Johnson, and Arthur became Presidents because of the death
of the then Presidents as noted.
:

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

—

President (of a State). The first constitutions
New Hampshire (1776) provided, not for a single

of Pennsylvania

and

execiitive head,
but for an executive council, of which one member was president.
Delaware, South Carolina, and the New Hampshire Constitution of
1784 provided for a single head, but called him president. South
Carolina in 1778, Pennsylvania in 1790, Delaware and New Hampshire

in 1792, altered the title to Governor.

"President" and "I^ittle Belt." During i8n, and for .some
time previous, British cruisers hovering about our coast had captured
many American vessels bound for France, and had made a number of
impressments. In May, 1811, Commodore John Rodgers, conmianding
the American frigate "President," was ordered to put to sea from
Chesapeake Bay and protect our commerce. When thirty miles off
Cape Charles, May 16, Rodgers descried a vessel, which he supposed to
be the British man-of-war Guerriere.
He decided to approach her
and make inquiries regarding impressment. This vessel was the Little
'

'

'

'

'

'

Belt," a .small British frigate.
the " President " pursuing.

She showed no

colors

and

sailed

away

Overhauling her about eight o'clock,
Rodgers declared she ran up colors which could not be recognized for
the darkness, and fired upon the "President." The fire was immediately returned and the " Little Belt " was disabled in about eighteen
minutes. The dispute as to which was in fault was never settled.
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When

Foster, the British Minister, arrived, however, it was mutually
agreed to drop the affair of the " L,ittle Belt " and the " Constitution "
outrage. In September, 1814, the "President," under Decatur, was
Endymion and other British vessels.
captured by the

—

'

'

'

'

Presidential Succession.

The

Constitution provides for the suc-

cession of the Vice-President in case of the death, removal, resignation

or disability of the President, and gives Congress power to provide what
officer shall succeed in case of the death, removal, etc., of the Vice-

In 1793 Congress provided that in such case the president
and then the Speaker of the House of
Representatives. This was of doiibtful constitutionality, and attended
with some inconveniences and dangers. Plence Congress in 1886
provided that in such case the succession should next pass to the Secretary of State, then to the Secretary of the Treasury, then successively
President

of the Senate should succeed,

War, the Attorney-General, the Postmaster-General,
the Secretary of Navy, the Secretary of Interior, and the Secretary of

to the Secretary of

Agriculture.

"President's March," a popular national air composed in 1789
by Pfyles, leader of the orchestra at the John Street Theater, New York.
It was played for the first time on Trenton Bridge as Washington rode
over on his way to be inaugurated. Later Judge Hopkinson set the
words of Hail Columbia to the air, and it became immensely popular
'

'

'

'

under that name.
Presidio, the military settlements made by the Spanish in California.
forts, the chief being at Los Angeles, Santa Barbara,
Monterey and San Diego. That of Los Angeles was the first established,
it being begun some time before 1795, but the later forts were of more
importance. Regular armed forces were placed in these fortresses, and
They were primarily intended to protect
villages grew up around them.
the religious missions, but the soldiers and friars were in constant col-

They were massive

The commander of a presidio exercised no
management of the province.
lision.

little

influence in the

Press, Freedom of the. In the original Constitution of the
United States there was no provision regarding the freedom of the press,
it being left to be regulated by the States in accordance with the established opinion of the people. But the first Congress passed an
amendment to the Constitution securing the freedom of the press against
the Federal Government. Previous to the this States had nearly all
inserted in their constitutions clauses permitting freedom of speech and
9
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Citizens were of course held responsible
In States, as New York or New Jersey, where
no such provision was made in the original Constitution, the freedom
of the press was considered as established under the coumion law, but
provisions to that effect were embodied in later constitutions. Durii:'^<

publication to every citizen.
for abuses of this liberty.

freedom was much restricted by the
regulation of 1637, which was confirmed

British rule of the colonies this

Star

Chamber Press-censorship

by Parliament

in 1643.

Preston, John S. (1S09-18S1). was an able orator, and when Commissioner from South Carolina to Virginia, in 1861, made a most elaborate plea in favor of secession.
He served on the staff of General
Beauregard from 1S61 to

1862.

Preston, William B. (1805- 1862), represented Virginia in the
U. S. Congress as a Whig from 1847 to 1849. He was Secretary of
the Navy in Taylor's Cabinet from 1849 to 1850, and was a Confederate
Senator in 1862.

Preston, William C. (i 794-1860), was a member of the South
Carolina Legislature from 1828 to 1832, and a leader of the nullification
party.
He was a Democratic member of the U. S. Senate from 1833 to
1842.

Prestonburg, Kentucky.

Near this place on January 7, 1862, a
under General Humphrey Marshall, were attacked
by a thousand Union troops, infantry and cavalrj^ commanded by
Colonel James A. Garfield. After a spirited engagement that lasted
more than an hour, the Confederates were dispersed. For gallantry in
this action Garfield was promoted to brigadier-general.
bod}' of Confederates

Previous Question. The previous question, said to have been invented in the House of Commons by Sir Harry Vane, was not used in
the practice of the House of Representatives in its first twenty-two
years, to prevent further debate.
Its use in its present manner originated on February 28, iSii, in a decision by the House upon appeal
taken on a point of order.
PrevOSt, Augustine (1725-17S6), British soldier, was captain of the
Royal Americans under Wolfe at Quebec. He was brevetted majorgeneral for the capture of the fort at Sunburj-, Georgia, in 1778. He
defeated General John Ashe at Brier Creek in 1779, and made an unsuccessful attack

upon Charleston.

against the Americans in 1779.

He

successfully defended

Savannah
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Price, Sterling (1S09-1S67), a Confederate general, was Speaker of
Lower House, and Congressman from that State in 1S45In the Mexican War he commanded a regiment under Kearny
1846.
and gained success in New Mexico and Chihuahua. He was Governor
the Missouri

of Missouri in 1853-1857.
of

Lyon

at Wilson's

He was one

Creek in

1861.

of the commanders in the defeat
The same year he captured Lex-

ington in Missouri. He was defeated at luka the next year, fought at
Corinth made in 1863 an unsuccessful attempt on Helena, and in 1864
resisted General Steele's advance on the Red River region.

Prideaux, John (171S-1759), served in the British army against
the French in America. In 1759 he commanded an expedition against
Fort Niagara which was successful.
Priestley, Joseph (1733-1804), an English Unitarian clergyman,
discoveries in chemistry and discovered oxygen in
1774.
His theological views were obnoxious, and in 1791 his church and property were destroyed by a mob.
In 1794 he came to the United States
from London and continued his investigations in science and philosophy
at Northumberland, Pa.

made many

Prigg- vs. Pennsylvania. In 1837 Edward Prigg caused a fugiMaryland slave-woman to be returned to her mistress, in violation
of a Pennsylvania statute forbidding the carrying of any
negro
tive

out of the State in order to enslave him. The case was finally brought
before the Supreme Court of the United States, where it was contended

was unconstitutional since it conflicted with the National
Fugitive Slave Act of 1793. The opinion was handed down that the
national law must be carried out by national authorities alone.
that the statute

Prime, Benjamin Y. (1733-1791), of New York, composed many
popular songs and ballads during the Revolution. He was an
able
physician and a celebrated linguist. He wrote " Columbia's Glory,"
a
poem, and " The Patriotic Muse."
Prince, Thomas (1687-1758), was connected with the Old vSouth
Church in Boston, from 1718 to 1758. He collected many valuable
manuscripts and documents relating to New England history, many
of
which were destroyed by the British in 1776. He wrote an accurate
and scholarly " Chronological History of New England."

Prince Society, an

organization established in Boston for publishhas issued a series of valuable annotated volumes relating
to the early history of Massachusetts.

ing only.

It
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February 28, 1844, President Tyler and a large
"Princeton."
down the Potomac on the man-of-war " Princeton," to see
Commodore Stockton's "Peacemaker" throw its 200-pound balls.
The "Peacemaker" exploded and many people were killed, among
them two members of the Cabinet, Abel P. Upshur, Secretary of State,
and Thomas W. Gilmer, Secretary 6i the Navy. The President narparty sailed

rowly escaped,

Princeton, Battle of, January 3, 1777. After his bold stroke at
Trenton, Washington found himself confronted by Cornwallis. Being
unable to cope with his superior force, he resorted to strategy. Leaving his camp-fires burning and a few men working in the trenches, he
passed around the British left and encountered their reinforcements at
These he routed, thus cutting the British line, forcing
New York, and making himself master of
The British
communication between New York and Philadelphia.
lost 200 killed and 300 taken prisoners, besides a number of cannon.
The American loss was 100.
Princeton.

Cornwallis to retreat upon

Princeton College (properly the College of New Jersey) was
founded under the auspices of the Presbyterian Synod of New York and
chartered in 1746 and again in 1748. It suffered greatly during the
Revolution and its main building was used as a hospital and as barracks.
The college continued weak till the presidency of Dr. Jas. McCosh,
who assumed charge in 1868. His administration was marked by great
New buildings were erected, the endowment
energy and activity.
Its
largely increased and the curriculum improved and enlarged.
theological seminary was foiinded in 1812 and is now well endowed and
equipped. James Madison was graduated here in 1771.
Printing, First. The first printing press in the American colonies
established by Stephen Day at Cambridge, Mass., in 1638. Its
first productions were the Freeman's Oath, a calendar, and the Bay
Psalm-book. In 1685 William Bradford established his printing press
Its first issue was the Kalendarimn Pennsilvaniense
in Philadelphia.

•\Vas

Printing Presses. Previous to the Revolution all presses were
on the same plan — a flat platen, impressing against type arranged

built

on a flat bed. Impressions were obtained with a screw, and fifty an
hour was the maximum capacity. In 1810 Koenig substituted the revolving cylinder for the platen, and obtained 1,000 per hour in the
London Times office. Steam printing presses were first used by the
New York Sun in 1835. Hoe's press inventions of 1828 and 1847 made
possible 20,000 per hour, and Craske's discoveries in 1861 in papier
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mache stereotyping increased the rapidity of the presses. Improvements were continually made in the Hoe, Walter and Bullock presses,
and the first perfecting Hoe press was erected for the New York Commercial Advertiser in 1880

;

capacity, 20,000 per hour.

Prints, Johan (1600- 1663), came to America from Sweden, and was
Governor of the Swedish colony on the Delaware from 1641 to 1654.
His rule was marked by great military and commercial advancement.

Prisons. The prisons of the United States down to the year 17S6, and
most States later, shared the evil arrangements common in the
(For an instance, see Simslmry.) In 1786 the first
prisons of Europe.
penitentiary was established, that of Philadelphia, and before long the
Pennsylvania sj-stem became famous as the best in the world.
in

Privateers. In the colonial wars Great Britain derived great advantage from the colonial privateers. Upward of 400 privateers, which
were fitted out in the ports of the British colonies, did great damage to
French property, ravaging the West India Islands belonging to France,
and making numerous captures along the coast of France herself. After
the breaking out of the Revolution, the Continental Congress decided
in March, 1776, that permission be accorded to citizens to fit out
Privateers were therefore fitted out at
privateers against the British.
Salem, Cape Ann, Newburyport, Bristol and other seaport towns, and
greatly aided by their ravagings the revolutionary cause. During the
year 1776 American privateers captured 342 British vessels, and these
privateer adventures became so lucrative that the sailors could scarcely
be induced to enter the national service. January 28, 1778, an American privateer a.ssailed in the night the British fort of New Providence,
in the Bahamas, capturing the fort and a sixteen-gun man-of-war.
Hardly had the War of 1812 been declared when privateers began to be
fitted out, small vessels

most of them, which chiefly infested the West

Indies, capturing British craft of every description.

The

privateers

were usually schooners or brigs of 200 or 300 tons, carrying from 80 to
100 men. Twenty-six were fitted out in New York in the summer of

The list of all private armed vessels during the entire War of
numbers more than 500. In 1813, of 400 British vessels captured,
The " Reindeer," "Avon " and
four-fifths were taken by privateers.
1

812.

1812

" Blakeley," built near Boston in 1814 in an incredibly short time, were
samples of the privateers of the later years of the war. They were
larger and better equipped than the earlier privateers. They did not
confine their captures to merchant vessels, but boldly attacked and
often defeated British war ships, They hung about the coasts of the

fair
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West Indies and the Canary Islands and even of Great
immense damage to the British cause.

Britain

and

Ire-

land, doing

This bod}', the constitutional advisers of the British

Privy Council.

1700 superseded for the most important business

king, was from

the cabinet. But
to the colonies.

by

retained one important function with respect

it still

its four committees had cognizance, as a
from the highest colonial courts. It is not
known that appeals to the King-in-Council were taken from colonial
Some of the colonies refused to concede such apcourts before 1675.
But later statutes granted such appeal in all
peals until after this.
cases involving more than a certain sum, usually two hundred or three
hundred pounds.

One

of

judicial court, of appeals

Prize Courts. During the colonial wars, cases of prize were adjudged by the admiralty courts held by the colonial governors as viceadmirals, or by judges whom they appointed, with appeal to commissioners in England. On the beginning of naval warfare and privateering
in the Revolution, the States erected admiralty courts to deal with this
The Continental Congress established a court of appeal
class of cases.
Under the Judiciary
for such causes when in dispute between States.
Act of 1789, the U. S. District Courts were made prize courts, with appeal to the

Supreme Court.

Proctor,

Henry A.

(1787-1859),

came to America

in 1812 as colonel

He repulsed

General Hull at Amherstburg, and
gained victories at Brownstown and at the River Raisin. He was repulsed from Fort Meigs by General Harrison and by Major Croghan
from Fort Stephenson in 1813, and totally defeated by General Harrison at the battle of the Thames.

in the British army.

Proctor, Redfield, born

He was

Secretary of

he became a U.

War

in 1831,

was Governor of Vermont in 1878.
from iS89to 1891, when

in Harrison's Cabinet

S. Senator.

Progressive I^abor Party, the radical, or socialistic, element that
withdrew from the United Labor Part}' at Syracuse, N. Y., August 19,
1886.
They advocated a common inheritance of land and wealth and
industries, and upheld all the tenets of extreme socialism.
Prohibition appeared first as an issue in purely State politics in the
Maine Legislature in 1837, a prohibitory bill being introduced, but defeated.
Later, in 1846 (permanently in 1 851), a prohibitory law was
passed in Maine.

Following the lead of Maine, prohibitory laws were
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enacted between 1850 and 1856, in Rhode Island, Massachusetts, Vermont, Michigan, New York, Iowa and Connecticut. Other States have
tried the experiment and local option has been established in some of
the towns and counties of these and many other States. Prohibition
first appeared as a national issue during the session of the Right Worthy
Grand Lodge of Good Templars, held in Oswego, N. Y., May 25, 1869.
A committee was appointed to issue a call for a convention. This convention assembled at Chicago, vSeptember i, 1869, and formed the National Prohibition Reform party.
The first nominating convention of
this part)' was held at Columbus, O., February 22, 1872.
James Black,
of Pennsylvania, was nominated for President and polled 5,608 votes.
Prohibition has largely entered into both national and State politics
.since that time, but is most influential in the States.
In 1876 Henry
W. Blair, of New Hampshire, introduced into the House a joint resolution to amend the Federal Constitution by prohibiting from and after
1900 the manufacture and sale of distilled alcoholic intoxicating liquors.
It

was not adopted.

steadily increased.

In

In national politics the Prohibition vote has
1S76 its Presidential candidate. Green Clay

Smith, received 9,522 votes

John P. St. John, 150,369
John Bidwell, 268,361.

;

in iSSoNeal Dow received 10,305 ; in 1884
in 1S88 Clinton B. Fiske, 250,290; in 1892

;

" Propagation of the Gospel, " Societies for. The first of these
was organized July 27, 1649, under the title of " Corporation
for Promoting and Propagating the Gospel among the Indians of New
England." It was dissolved in 1661. Its chief publications were what
are known as the "Eliot Tracts," John Eliot being one of the moving
spirits in American mission work among the Indians at that time.
The
second society of this kind was organized April 7, 1662, and was called
" Corporation for the Propagation of the Gospel in New England and
parts Adjacent in America." It still exists. Its work was broken up
for a time by the American Revolution, but was continued in New
Brunswick. The third, the " Society for the Propagation of the Gospel
in Foreign Parts," was chartered June 16, 1701, and long maintained a
useful missionary activity in the American colonies. The fourth and
last society of this sort was incorporated by the State of Massachusetts
in 1778, and was known as the "Society for Propagating the Gospel
among the Indians and Others in North America." The influence of
these societies was widely felt and tended to promote missionary movements in the different colonies.
societies

Prophet, The, the designation given
chief, brother of

to a powerful

Shawnee Indian

Tecumseh, who pretended to make his followers

in-

136
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vulnerable iu battle by practicing certain magic arts before them. He
induced his 700 warriors to attempt a surprise of General Harrison's

A terrific fight resulted
troops near where Terre Haute now stands.
October 7, 181 1, in which the Indians were repulsed, butnot until Harrison had lost in killed and wounded 188 men.
known as the " battle of Tippecanoe."

This engagement

is

Proprietaries. Many proprietary governments were instituted in
America by the crown, as in New York, New Jersey and the Carolinas,
but only Pennsylvania, Delaware and Maryland remained such until
the time of the Revolution. In proprietary governments, the proprietor
appointed the Governor, and in general performed all those acts of
government which in royal governments were performed by the crown.
The laws of Pennsylvania and Delaware were subject to the supervision

and control

of the

Protection.

crown

;

those of Maryland were not.

The American Government has maintained

the policy

of protection during all its history, except during the years from the
establishment of the Walker tariff of 1846 to that of the Morrill tariff of

The first tariff, that of 1789, was one in which, though the
1861.
amount of protection was moderate, the principle of protection was dis-

From 1824 to 1846 tariffs were arranged in accorde., the combination of protection
ance with the American system,
with the policy of internal improvements at national expense,

tinctly recognized.

-i.

Protestant Episcopal Church. This is the name of what may be
Church of England in America. Its history begins with the
settlement at Jamestown (1607), among whose settlers was a clergyman,
called the

Rev. R. Hunt, who labored zealously in the colony throughout his life.
The clergy were supported by grants from the I^egislature, and afterward by tithes, and the interests of the church were carefully fostered
by the Virginia Company and by the successive royal governors. William and Mary College was chartered in 1692 in order to educate the
clergy for the colonial churches. By 1701 Maryland for the most part
had become Episcopal and attempts were soon made to establish the
church in the more southern colonies, butwith poor success. In New
York City Trinity Church was founded 1696, and generally throughout
the Middle States the church was spread through the agency of the

" Society for Propagating the Gospel," chartered 1701. By the time of
the Revolution there had been established in New England thirty-six
churches. This war greatly lessened the influence of the church, which
naturally was English in sympathy, but in 1785 the first general convention was held and remodeled the organization to suit the new pollt-

AMERICAN HISTORY.

137

Two 3ear,s later American bishops were consecrated in
Ivondon (Seabury in Scotland in 17S4), and thus the formal organization
During the next twenty years
of the American church was completed.
the church lost almost all its power through dissension and the withdrawal of State aid, but from that time on a steady growth has been
manifest, and the church in 1890 numbered 532,000 communicants.
tical condition.

Protocol.

A document

a diplomatic transaction.

War was

signed August

serving as a preliminary

The peace

to,

or opening of,

protocol of the Spanish-American

12, 1898.

Providence, R, I., was settled in 1636 by Roger Williams and his
company, who were forced to leave Massachusetts because of their
The town was nearly destroyed by the Indians in
religious opinions.
Providence was incorporated as a city in 1832. Brown Univer1676,
sity was removed hither in 1770.

Providence Plantations.

March

14,

1644,

Roger Williams ob-

tained from the Parliamentary Commissioners a patent which associated

the towns of Providence, Portsmouth and Newport in one communit}-,
though it prescribed no criterion of citizenship, and no form of organi-

Massachusetts claimed these settlements in the Narragansett
Country, but failed to make good her claim. Plymouth also threatened
trouble concerning the ownership of the territory. Williams endeavored
zation.

to institute a system of government, but the
first.

scheme proved a failure at
The Providence Plantations remained distinct from the Rhode

Island colony until they were united under the charter of 1663.

Prox, or Proxy.
an

In old

Rhode

election, a ticket, or ballot

;

Island usage, a

in Connecticut,

an

list

of candidates at

election, or election

day.

Prussia. The United States concluded with Prussia treaties of
amity and commerce in 1785 and 1799, and a treaty of commerce and
navigation in 1828. Prussia joined with the other German States in an
extradition convention in 1852,

Pruyn, Robert H. (1815-1882), served in the New York Assembly
from 1848 to 1850 and in 1854. He was Minister to Japan from 1861 to
1865, and greatly increased American power in the East.
Pryor, Roger A., born in 1828, was a special commissioner to
Greece in 1855. He represented Virginia in the U. S. Congress as a
Democrat from 1859 to 1861. He became a brigadier-general iq the
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Confederate service, and since the war has been a prominent lawyer iu
New York and a member of the State Supreme Court.

" Publick Occurrences, both Foreign and Domestick," the
newspaper published in America, though it can hardly be called a
newspaper, as no second number appeared. It was issued at Boston in
1690 by Benjamin Harris and printed by Richard Pierce. A year earlier
there had been published at Boston, by Samuel Green, extracts from a
letter of Dr. Increase Mather, who was then endeavoring to secure a
new charter for INIassachusetts. Publick Occiirre7iccs, four days after its
appearance, was spoken of in the General Court of Massachusetts as a
contrary to law and containing reflections of a
pamphlet published
very high nature." It was accordingly suppressed, though the contents were innocent enough, and the court forbade " anything iu print
without license obtained from those appointed by the Government to
grant the same." Publick Occurrences was printed on three pages of a
folded sheet, one page being blank, two columns to a page, 7x11. It
first

'

'

was designed

for a

monthly

issue.

Puebla, Mexico, occupied at the close of the Mexican War by 500
American soldiers under Colonel Childs. General Santa Anna, after
evacuating the City of Mexico, besieged this place from September 24
to October i, 1S47, hoping to take it and thus cut off Scott's communications with Vera Cruz. The siege was ineffectual.

Pueblo Indians

early inhabited

have always been in a

what

is

now New Mexico.

state of semi-civilization

Supreme Court in 1857 were declared
They have invariably been peaceful and

They

and by a decision of the

citizens of the

United States.

friendly to the whites.

Pueblos, the purely civic colonies established in California by the
They were so called to distinguish them from the missiones
and presidios. Pueblo lands were vested, either by proprietary right in
the individual, or in companies of individuals, reserving to them certain
rights as citizens and colonists. Tbe first settlers v/ere also allowed
money and supplies to start on. The first pueblo settlement in Alta
California was made in 1771.
The inhabitants of pueblos were permitted by a decree of Philip II., of Spain, to elect their own magistrates,
of whom the alcalde was the chief.
Lands outside the pueblo grants
were reserved to the king, but might be used as a common pasturage.
Spanish.

Pugh, George B. (1822-1S76), was an aide
He represented Ohio in the U.

Mexican War.
crat from 1855

to

1 86 1,

Lane in the
Senate as a Demo-

to General
S.
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Pugh, James I^., born in 1S20, represented Alabama in the U. S.
Congress as a Democrat from 1S59 to 1861. He served in the Confederate Senate from 1862 to 1S65.
He has been a member of the U. S.
Senate from 1879 to the present time (1897).
Pulaski, K.a.zitnierz (174S-1779), was outlawed for leading the insurgents in Poland, and came to America in 1777. He was placed on
Washington's

and rendered valuable assistance at Brandywine and
1777 to 1778 he served under General Wayne as a
brigadier-general. He was given command of a body of foreigners deserters and prisoners of war, which became famous as " Pulaski's
legion." Pie made a vigorous but unsuccessful attack on the British
at Charleston in 1779.
He commanded the French and American
cavalry in the siege of Savannah and was mortally wounded.

Germantown.

staff

From

Pulaski, Fort, opposite Savannah, Ga.. captured after a bombardment of fifteen hours by the Union commander Gillmore, April 10, 1862.
Savannah was thus cut ou" from the outside world and remained in
possession of the Federals.

Puritans.

The name Puritans was first used in England to desmembers of the Church of England who, while

ignate those Protestant

not desiring to separate from or to destroy the existing establishment,
desired to see it infused with a spirit of greater earnestness and purged
of man}- still-remaining Catholic ceremonies.

chusetts Bay

came from

The

settlers of

Massa-

which is not to be confounded with
the Separatists or Independents, from whom the Pilgrim Fathers came.
The Separatists were the extreme wing of the Puritan part}% we may
say, so extreme that they preferred to abandon the Established Church,
and would gladly have seen it abolished. As the contest in England
went on, and deepened into civil war, the Puritans mostly became either
Presbyterians or Independents. Similarly in America circumstances
made of the settlers at the Bay a body of Independents whose ecclesiastical polity did not diiTer from that of the Plymouth Pilgrims.
The
Puritan spirit was one of severe moral earnestness, united with a Calvinistic theology. Their opposition to amusements grew more and more
severe, and the persecuting spirit prevailed among them.
Toward the
end of the century, Puritanism in Massachusetts began to relax. In
New Haven it was more rigid than in Massachusetts in Connecticut
somewhat less so. Rhode Island was partly Puritan in sentiment (using
Puritan in the general, or English sense), but never under control of
the Puritans.
In the other colonies there were some Puritan settlethis set,

;
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meuts, as at Newark in New Jersey, at Providence (Aunapolis) iu Maryland, and at Dorchester in South Carolina.

Putnam, Israel (1718-1790), a Revolutionary general, was born at
Danvers, Mass., and settled as a farmer in northeastern Connecticut,
near Pomfret. Putnam's early life is associated with many romantic
episodes, the wolf hunt, his service in the French and Indian War with
Rogers' Rangers, his rescue of Fort Edward, and his narrow escape
from death by burning while a prisoner of the Indians, He was in
command of a regiment with General Amherst in the Canadian campaign of 1760. In the stirring times following he was one of the chief
" Sons of Liberty. " How at the news of Lexington he dropped his
plow and rode in a day to Cambridge is a fireside story. Putnam was

made commander of the Connecticut troops and a brigadier. He commanded at Bunker Hill conjointly with Colonel Prescott. Forthwith
he was appointed one of the major-generals, and had charge of the
center in the siege of Boston.
In the defense of Long Island he was
entrusted with the works on Brooklyn Heights, and in the retreat from
New York his name is often mentioned. For a short time he was
Governor of Philadelphia, and was then in 1777 placed iu command of
the defenses in the Highlands of the Hudson. Pie was engaged in the
repulse of Tryon's troops in the southwest of Connecticut, in connection with which is related the somewhat exaggerated story of Putnam's

escape on horseback

down a

flight of stone steps.

Putnam, Rufus (1738-1824), of Massachusetts, was appointed lieutenant-colonel in 1775. He superintended the construction of defences
about New York and at West Point. He fought at Stillwater and served
under General Wayne.

Afterward he was prominent in the settlement

of Ohio.

Pynclion, John (1621-1703), came to America from England in
became chief magistrate at Springfield in 1652. He rendered
great assistance during the Indian Wars. He was an assistant under
1630 and

the Massachusetts charter from 1665 to 1686.

Pynchon, William

(1590-1662),

came

to

New England

from Eng-

land in 1630. He founded a settlement at Springfield, Mass., in 1636.
He was given the government of the settlement in 1640, and managed
affairs very successfully.
While in England, in 1650, he published
'•The Meritorious Price of Our Redemption," which caused great excitement as being heretical.
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Quackenbush, Stephen

tn

P. (1823-1890), U. S. Navy, had charge

" Patapsco "
of the " Delaware," the "Uiiadilla," the " Pequot, " the
and the "Mingo." He fought at Roanoke Island, Winton, Malvern
Hill

and Harrison's Landing, and captured the " Princess Royal."

Quaker

Hill, Battle of, August

29, 177S,

On the night of August

28 the Americans on Rhode Island fell back toward Butts Hill at the
northern end of the island. Contrary to Greene's advice the enemy
were allowed to occupy Quaker and Turkey Hills. From these hills the

and driven back to
on the low ground
and wounded was 206

British assailed the Americans, but were repulsed
battle took place

Turkey Hill. The hottest of the
between the hills. The American

loss in killed

;

that of the British 222.

Quaker Road, Va., among the last of the battles of the celebrated
It occurred
of the Civil War about Richmond and Petersburg.

campaign

March

29,

1865,

Grant having ordered a general advance of his

left

against the Confederate lines in order to intercept Lee's meditated withdrawal to North Carolina. Warren's corps, while pushing aloOg the
Quaker Road to strike the Boydton Road, fell in with a body of Confederates.

The

latter

were defeated and 100 prisoners taken.

Quantrelli William, a famous guerilla who, on August 13, 1S62,
upon the town of Lawrence, Kansas, and killed 140 of the inhabitants besides de.stroying 185 buildings, thus leaving the town completely
He terrorized all of Western Missouri and Eastern Kansas,
desolated.
and afterwards extended his ravages to Kentucky, where he was en-

fell

trapped and killed in the latter part of 1864.

Quarantine. In the United States quarantine enactments were
passed by the colonial legislatures and afterward for many years by the
The first national quarantine act was passed February 23, 1799,
States.
requiring Federal officers to aid in the execution of State or municipal
quarantine regulations. April 29, 1878, a national quarantine act was
passed. March 3, 1883, $100,000 were appropriated for maintaining
quarantine points along the coast. On September i, 1892, owing to the
President Harrison proclaimed a twenty-days'

presence of cholera.

quarantine ol

New

York.
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Quarter Dollar.
Congress in 1792, and

Its issue

was authorized ( weight, 104 grains) by

coinage was begun in 1796. It was reduced
This coin is legal tender to the amount of ten
to 93 grains in 1853.
There were no issues of the quarter dollar during the years
dollars.
its

1798 to 1S03 inclusive, 180S to 1815 inclusive,

1S17,

1824,

1826

and

1S30.

Quarter Sagle, a gold coin of the value of two and a half dollars,
authorized in 1792, coinage begun 1796. The weight was slightl}^ reduced in 1834. The reverse of this coin contains a figure of the national
As a legal tender the value of
bird, and hence the name of the coin.

No

this coin is unlimited.

coinage 1800, 1801, 1809 to 1821.

Quartering Acts. In 1765 Parliament passed an act compelling
the colonies to provide the garrisons in America with fire, candles,
It was the first
vinegar, salt, bedding, cooking utensils and liquors.
In
act requiring the colonies to tax themselves for imperial objects.
1774 an act was passed legalizing the quartering of troops in the town
of Boston.

Both acts were most

Quay, Matthew
during the Civil War.

distasteful to the colonists.

S., born in 1833, attained the rank of colonel
He was a member of the Pennsylvania Legisla-

ture from 1S64 to 1866, Secretary of the State from 1873 to 1878 and
from 1879 to 1882, and State Treasurer in 1885. He was elected to the

U. S. Senate as a Republican in 1887 and re-elected in 1893. He was a
candidate for re-election 1899, but a strong fight against him was made
and the Legislature, unable to make a selection, Governor Stone, of
Pennsylvania, appointed Mr. Quay to fill the vacancy. The right of the

Governor to appoint a senator was bitterly contested, and numerous
precedents were cited, which kept the case so long before the Senate
that it came to be celebrated because of the acrimony displayed.

Quebec.

men and

a

In June, 1759, Wolfe appeared before Quebec with 4,000
The French under Montcalm, numbering 16,000, held

fleet.

the heights on the north bank of the river. Wolfe seized the heights
on the south, thus commanding the basin and getting his artillery
trained on the town. The French plan was the defensive. Wolfe got
all

his ships past the city,

making the

line of defense longer.

Pie also en-

trenched himself on the French left and made a furious assault at Montmorenci (q. v.) As the season wore on he was obliged to strike a blow
before winter. This he did on September 13, and gained a decisive

advantage on the Plains of Abraham (q. v.) The French were disorganVaudreuil proved incompetent and ordered the garrison to capitized.
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when provision gave out. This the gallant Ramesa)' was forced
do just as aid came from Montreal. The citadel capitulated September 17, 1759. The English garrisoned the place. The PVench made an
attempt to regain it the following spring, but were driven back. The
fall of the citadel was the death-blow to French power in North America.
At the beginning of the Revolution, as a part of the scheme for
the conquest of Canada, a force was sent against Quebec under BeneAfter numberless privations, he arrived at Quebec on
dict Arnold.
November 13, 1775, and drew up for battle the 700 men who remained
of his force.
December 3 Slontgomery came with 500 men, and on
December 31 a furious attack was made upon the town from opposite
sides.
The repulse was due mainly to the unfortunate death of General Montgomery.
Arnold also was severely wounded. The expedition
was a blank failure.
ulate

to

Quebec Act, an act of the British parliament in 1774, designed to
prevent that newly acquired province from joining for freedom with
the other colonies. The property of the Catholic church was guaranteed to it, and the boundaries of Quebec were extended to the MisRiver on the west, and to the Ohio on the south, beside the
This was the territory now included in the five States
northwest of the Ohio.
sissippi

present Canada.

Queen Anne's "War.

In 1702 there broke out in Europe the war
in this country as Queen
Aune's AVar. It was chiefly a series of bushranging skirmishes between
the frontiersmen of the English and French settlements. In 1704 and
of the Spanish succession,

which was known

1705 James Moore, of South Carolina, with 50 whites and 1,000 Creek
Indians, attacked and destroyed several Spanish settlements in Florida.

The French

retaliated by a water attack on Charleston in 1706, but
they were easily defeated and driven away. In 1704 a body of 350
Canadians and Indians massacred the inhabitants of Deerfield, Mass.
Three attempts were made by New England troops, 1704, 1707 and 1710,
to capture Acadia, the last proving successful.
The war was ended by
the Treaty of Utrecht in 17 13.

Queenstown, Ontario.

General Van Rensselaer, in

command

of

the American troops on the Niagara frontier, mustered nearly 6,000
men at or near Lewiston. On the night of October 12, 1S12, he sent

over about 1,000 men to attack Queenstown preparatory to a further
invasion of Canada. General Brock, the capturer of Detroit, in person

commanded
rest of the

the British forces, but was killed early in the action.

American troops refused

to cross the river,

The

and the attacking
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overpowered by numbers, was compelled to surrender. The
American loss in killed and wounded was 190, in prisoners 900 tlie
British lost about 130 killed, wounded and prisoners.
party,

;

Quids. The name applied to a faction of the Republican party, led
by John Randolph from 1805 to 181 1. They were opposed to the nomination of Madison, Jefferson's choice for the succession.

war on the administration party
backstairs influence.

From

They declared
by

in 1806, as governing Congress

that time they were called

"quids," or

the tertiunt quid, as distinguished from the two great parties. They
opposed the restrictive system, and nominated Monroe in 1S08. Their
leading ground of divergence from the administration was that it had
moved away from the ground occupied by the party when in opposition,

and

in the direction of centralization

Quincy, Josiah
lawyer.

and federal encroachment.

(1744-1775), of Boston, attained high rank as a
the Stamp Act and other oppressive measures

He denounced

of Parliament in a series of articles in the Boston Gazette, signed

In 1770 he defended Captain Preston and the British
In 1774 he published an
able work entitled "Observations on the Boston Port Bill," which
clearly indicated war and American independence as the final result of
the controversies. In 1774 he went to England as a confidential agent
of the colonial patriots, and was active in strengthening the American
cause, but died on his return.

"Hyperion."

soldiers implicated in the Boston Massacre.

Quincy, Josiah (1772-1864), was the son of the Revolutionary pasame name, and graduated at Harvard. Very early in life
he began a political career, was a member of the Massachiisetts Legistriot of the

and after a defeat entered Congress in 1805. He was a FederalDuring his Congressional
in sympathy with the Essex Junto.
service, which lasted until 1S13, he made many notable speeches,
particularly against the Embargo, on the Louisiana question, and in
support of the navy. From 1823 to 1828 Mr. Quincy was mayor of
Boston, and from 1829 to 1845, president of Harvard College, where he
favored the elective system, introduced marking regulations, and acquired the great telescope. He wrote histories of Harvard College and

lature,
ist

and

of Boston.
to about thirty-five cents and weighing
pennyweights, fifteen grains, presented to the Continental Congress in 1783, by Robert Morris for consideration as a national coin,
but not accepted. Obverse an eye, thirteen points cross, equidistant,
Qllitlt, a silver coin equal

five

:
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many stars. Legend Nova Constellatio. Reverse U. S.
wreath surrounding. Legend Libertas, Justitia. This coin,
with the mark, formed the Nova Constellatio coinage.
a circle of as

:

:

500., a

:

Quitman, John A.

(1799-1858),

was chancellor

of the Mississippi

Superior Court from 1828 to 1831, and from 1832 to 1835. He was a
member of the Mississippi Senate in 1835, and ex-officio Governor for a
He commanded a brigade at Monterey, led the assault at Vera
time.
Cruz, commanded at Alvarado, and stormed Chapiiltepec. He was appointed by General Scott Governor of the City of Mexico. He was
Governor of Mississippi from 1850 to 1851, and served in the U. S.
Congress as a Democrat from 1S55 to 1858. He early maintained the
right of secession,

and suggested a Southern Confederacy.

Quivira, an Indian town of the sixteenth century, presumably
what is now the State of Kansas, and reputed to contain
fabulous wealth. It was visited by twenty-nine .Spaniards under Coronado, a Spanish leader, in 1541. The exploring band traveled northward through Mexico over the plains for several months, led by wandering Indian tribes. Ouivira, when finally reached, was found to be an
situated in

ordinary Indian village.

Quorum. During the first fifty Congresses the rule requiring the
presence of a quorum, in order to invalidate the proceedings, had been
interpreted to mean that the constitutional quorum f one-half), was shown
In September, 1890, the .Speaker
to be present by the count of votes.
(T. B. Reed, of INIaine) ruled that he might decide a quorum to be
present when enough members were visibly present, though some did
,

not vote.

10
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Raby, Noah, an eccentric character who enjoyed the distinction of
being the oldest man in America. He was an inmate of the Piscataway
township alms-house, Skelton, New Jersey, where on April i, 1900, he
celebrated the one hundred and tweut3'-ninth anniversary of his birth.
The records seem to thoroughly verify the claims of his extraordinary
Although blind for several years his other senses appear to be in
age.
a remarkable state of preservation.

Rafn, Karl C.

(1795-1864), Danish archaeologist, made a careful
Norwegian and Icelandic sagas, especially those

stud}' of the ancient

concerning expeditions to North America. He held that the Scandinavians discovered America in the tenth century, that the coast as far
as Massachusetts and Rhode Island had been partially colonized, and
His best known work is " Antiquithat the Vikings reached Florida.
tates AmericautE."

Ragruet, Condy (1784-1842), of Philadelphia, was U. S. Consul at
Rio Janeiro from 1822 to 1825, and charge d' affaires from 1825 to 1827.
He negotiated a treaty with Brazil. He was a prominent writer on free
trade.

Railroads. The first railroad constructed in America was projected
by Gridley Bryant in 1825, and extended from Quincy, Mass., to the
The second railroad exnearest tidewater.
It was four miles long.
tended from mines near Mauch Chunk, Pa., to the Lehigh River. It
was begun in 1827. Stephenson's locomotive came into use in 1829, and
by 1830 there were twenty-three uiiles of railroad completed in the
United States. The New York Central road was projected in 1825 the
Boston and Albau)' in 1827 the Baltimore and Ohio in 1828 the
Pennsylvania in 1827 the IMaryland and South Carolina in 1828. In
;

;

;

;

1840 there were 2,200 miles completed

;

in 1850, 7,500

;

in i860, 29,000

;

showing
total assets of ^11,482,000,000.
The consolidation of railway companies
began in 1853, forming a germ of the grand trunk system. Government aid was first extended to railroads in 1850, in the case of the
Illinois Central, by a large land grant.
In 1862 the Union Pacific Company was granted both latvi and pecuniary aid. To the Northern
Pacific were granted 47,000,000 acres
to the Atlantic and Pacific 42,in 1870, 49,000

;

in 1880, 93,671,

and

in

;

1893,

171,805 miles,
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These roads were begun in 1864 and 1866 respectively.
Hudson River and New York
Central roads, forming a trunk line to the West. The United States

000,000 acres.

In

1869 Vanderbilt consolidated the

now

contains about one-half of the railway mileage of the world.

Rail-Splitter, a nickname for Abraham Lincoln, who in his youth
earned money to educate himself by splitting rails for a neighbor.

Rains, Gabriel J. (1803-18S1), served during the Mexican War.

He

joined the

and served

Confederates in 1861, led a division at Wilson's Creek,

at Sliiloh, Perryville

and Seven Pines.

Raisin River (Frenchtown, now Monroe, Mich.). General James
Winchester with about i,ooo Kentuckians, under orders of General
Harrison, erected fortifications at the rapids of the

Maumee.

After this

was done he sent ahead two-thirds of his men to drive the British from
Frenchtown and, on the success of this movement, himself followed
with the rest of his forces. Here he was attacked by General Proctor
with 1,500 British and Indians on January 22, 1813. Taken by surprise
the Americans, after a brief defense, fled to the woods. A surrender
was effected with full assurance of safety. The captives were hurried
to Maiden, leaving the sick and wounded Americans behind.
These

once massacred by the Indians, save a few who were taken to
The Americans lost 197 killed and missing, and
" P^e737 prisoners. The British loss was 24 killed and 158 wounded.
member the River Raisin " was long a war cry of Kentuckian soldiers.

were

at

Detroit for ransom.

Raisin River, Battle and Massacre

at.

On the

22d of January,

American army, under General Winchester, was
attacked at Raisin River, near Maumee, by the British and Indians,
2,500 strong, led by General Proctor. The Americans were overwhelmed
and Winchester was made a prisoner. The American wounded were
scalped and butchered by the Indians and the survivors were dragged
1813, a division of the

A former disaster, not so serious, occurred to a troop of
Americans at Raisin River in 1812, so that the place came to be regarded
oiT to Detroit.

with superstitious

Rale.

dreaid.

(SeeRasle.)

Raleigh, Sir "Walter (1552-1618), one of the celebrated Elizabethan navigators, was a native of Devonshire. He served with the
French Huguenots under Colign}', in the Netherlands, and in Ireland.
His first scheme to colonize America failed in 1579. ^^^ encouraged
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the ill-fated expedition of his half-brother, Gilbert, and soon after, in
This
1584, dispatched Amidas and Barlow to make a settlement.
attempt, as well as the subsequent one of Grenville and Lane in 1585,

and that

of

White

in 1587, all

under Raleigh's auspices, miscarried, and

the introduction of tobacco and potatoes into Europe were the chief
material restilts. Raleigh led an expedition up the Orinoco, served at

Cadiz and against the Armada, and was a friend of Spenser, and himan author. In 1603 he was disgraced and put in the Tower, where
he wrote a " History of the World." R.eleased after many years, he
self

made an unfortunate voyage

to Guiana,

was

re-arrested

on his return

and executed.
It was founded
was occupied by Sherman's army of
85,000 Federals, during his pursuit of Johnston, conunanding 45,000
Confederate troops. Sherman passed through this town April 13, 1865,
and encamped a few miles beyond. This took place without bloodshed, as Johnston's army was in full retreat toward Charlotte. Kilpatrick's cavalry was hurried forward in pursuit of the retreating

Raleigh, N. C, became the

at that time for that purpose.

State capital in 1792.

It

Confederates.

Rail, Colonel, the
Trenton, Delaware,

officer in

command

whom Washington

of the Hessian troops at

surprised on the night of De-

The Hessi-ans numbered about 1,500, and the Ameri26, 1776.
cans 2,500. After a sharp conflict lasting thirty-five minutes, the
Hessians were badly beaten. Colonel Rail was mortally wounded and
1,000 Hessians were taken prisoners.
cember

Rail, Johann G. (i720?-i776), was one of the Hessians hired by
George III. to serve in America. He fought at White Plains and
Fort Washington, and was surprised and killed at the battle of Trenton.
Ratnbotiillet Decree, a decree issued by Napoleon, March 23, 1810,
ordering the immediate seizure and sale of American vessels, whether
This
in French ports or those of territories occupied by French armies.
decree was not known in the United States until July. The decree

was issued in retaliation for the repeal of our non-intercourse act,
Napoleon avowing his determination to prohibit any commercial intercourse with the allies of France which was not enjoyed by that country
also,

Ramsay, David (1749-1815), a physician, was a member of the
South CaroHna Legislature from 1776 to 1783. He was taken prisoner
He
at Charleston in 1780, and confined eleven months as a hostage.
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represented South Carolina in the Continental Congress from 1782 to
He wrote a " History of the American Revolution," "Life of
1786.
George Washington," " History of South Carolina " and " Plistory of

the United States."

Ramsey, Alexander, born in 1815, represented Peimsylvania in
Whig from 1843 to 1847. He was territorial

the U.S. Congress as a

Governor of Minnesota from 1849 to 1853, and Governor of that State
from 1859 to 1863. He was a Republican member of the U. S. Senate
from 1863 to 1875, and Secretary of War in Hayes' Cabinet from 1879
to 1881.

Randall, Alexander

W.

(1819-1872),

He was

was a member

of the Wis-

He was
Governor of Wisconsin from 1857 to 1861, and was energetic in raising
troops for the Civil War. He was Minister to Italy from 1861 to 1S62,
Assistant Postmaster-General in Johnson's Cabinet from 1S66 to 1S69.
consin Assembly in 1855.

a district judge in

1856.

Randall, James R., born in 1839, wrote many popular songs in
support of the Southern cause, among them " Mar^dand, My Maryland," and " The Battle-Cry of the South." He became editor of the
Cotisiittitionalist in 1866.

Randall, Samuel J. (1S28-1S90), represented Pennsylvania in the
U. S. Congress as a Democrat from 1863 to 1890. He distinguished himWhile chairman of
self by speeches against the " Force Bill " in 1875.
the Committee on Appropriations, fro:n 1875 to 1876, he curtailed exa systematic reduction in appropriations. He was

penditures by

Speaker from 1876 to 18S1.
to the Morrison tariff bill in
ing, Rules and Elections.
leader of the protectionist

He was prominent as a leader in opposition
He served on Committees of Bank1884.
He was prominent in tariff debates as a

wing

of the Democratic party.

Randolph, i^dmtind Jennings (1753-1813), was a member of one
of the most noted Virginian families. Soon after leaving William and
Mary College he became prominent
in the Virginia Constitutional

as a patriotic leader,

Convention of

and was active

He was

AttorneyGeneral of the State, delegate to the Continental Congress, and member of the Annapolis Convention of 1786. While Governor of Virginia,
1786-1788, he sat in the Federal Convention of 1787, introduced the
" Virginia Plan," and was a leading debater. He refused to sign the
Constitution, yet defended it the next year in the State Ratifj-ing Convention.
He was in Washington's Cabinet as Attorney-General, 17891794,

and Secretary of State 1794-1795.

1776.

In the latter position he was
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involved in some charges

made

in connection with the

French Minister

and resigned.

Randolph, Bdward

(i62o?-after 1694),

came

to

New England

in

1675 as a commissioner of the British Government. He returned exaggerated accounts of the population and wealth of the colonies and urged

measures of taxation and oppression. By his efforts the charter of
Massachusetts was conditionally forfeited. He v/as Secretary of New
England and a member of the Governor's Council from 16S6 to 1689.

Randolpli, Jolin, of Roanoke (June 2, 1773-June 24, 1S33), was a
near relative of Edmund Randolph. He was educated at Princeton and
Columbia, and in 1799 entered the National Hoiise of Representatives
from Virginia. Though very young, he soon became a leader on the
Democratic side. His strict constructionism, however, was of the most
thorough-going stamp, and he was frequently at variance with Jefferson and other party chiefs. Randolph was renowned for an eloquent
whose

satire of a peculiarly bitter kind,

effect

was enhanced by

his per-

sonal eccentricities. He was foremost in the conflict against the Yazoo
frauds and the Embargo. He also opposed Madison and the War of
His career in the House lasted until 1825, with a break from 1813
1812.
From 1825 to 1827 he wasU. S. Senator. He invented the epito 1815.
thet " dough-faces " for Northern sympathizers with slavery, and styled
coalition between the black-leg and
the union of Adams and Clay a
the Puritan," which remark led to a duel with Clay. President Jackson sent him in 1830 as U. S. Minister to Russia, but his staj' abroad
'

'

was

brief.

(1721-1775), was appointed king's attorney in
1748 and held office till 1766. He was elected to the
Virginia House of Burgesses in 1748, and was chairman of a committee
He drew up the remonstrance against the
to revise the colonial laws.

Randolph, Peyton

Virginia in

opposed Patrick Henry's resolutions. He was
first Continental Congress in 1774, but soon
afterward resigned on account of ill healh. He presided over the Virginia conventions of 1774 and 1775. He was again a member of the
Continental Congress in 1775.

Stamp Act

in 1765, but

elected president of the

Randolph, Theodore F. (1816-1883), was a New Jersey Senator
from 1861 to 1865, Governor of New Jersey from 1868 to 1872, and a
Democratic U. S. Congressman from 1875 to 1881.

Randolph Plan,
tlie

the scheme of a Federal Constitution proposed in
Edmund Randolph of Virginia. It was the

Convention of 1787 by
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first plan submitted, being presented May 29.
It was composed of fifteen resolutions and proposed a correction of the Articles of Confederation
representation by population in two branches of Congress, the
;

first

chosen by the people, the second by State Legislatures

congrescongressional veto of State
enactments that Congress should choose the executive that the executive with part of the judiciary should have a limited veto on acts
of Congress, and other less important provisions.
The plan was favorsional control of taxation

and commerce

;

;

;

;

ably reported and many of
the Constitution as

it

its

now

suggestions were used in the drafting of

exists.

Ransom, Matt W., born in 1826, was Attorney-General of North
Carolina from 1S52 to 1855, and a member of the State Legislature from
1858 to i860. He attained the rank of brigadier-general in the Confederate service and was engaged in all the important battles of the army of
Northern Virginia.
Democrat.

Since 1872 he has served in the U. S. Senate as a

Ransom, Thomas^. G. (1834-1S64), fought at Charleston, Fort
Henry, Fort Donelson and Shiloh, and served on General Grant's staff
at Vicksburg.
He commanded a division at Sabine Cross-roads and a
corps in operations about Atlanta. He died in Georgia,
Rantoul, Robert (1805-1852), was a member of the Massachusetts
Legislature from 1833 to 1837.
He made a powerful and famous appeal
for the abolition of capital punishment.
He was counsel for Thomas
Sims

in his celebrated fugitive slave case.
He was U. S. District Attorney for Massachusetts from 1845 to 1849, and served in theU. S. Senate as a Democrat from 1851 to 1852.
He was an eloquent speaker on
moral, political and educational reforms.

Rapp, George

(1770-1847), founded the Harmonists, a socialistic

They emigrated to Pennsylvania from Germany in 1803.
Their community is prosperous, and noteworthy for its morality and the
religious sect.

promotion of education.

Rappahannock Station and Kelly's Ford, Va.

This battle of
during Meade's and Lee's
operations in Northern Virginia. Sedgwick, advancing toward the
Rappahannock River, came upon about 2,000 Confederates of Ewell's
column of Lee's army under Godwin. Russell's division of the famous
sixth corps was ordered to charge. This they did so successfully that
Godwin was routed and 1,600 prisoners were taken. An engagement
took place the same day at Kelly's Ford near the station.
the Civil

War

took place November

7,

1863,
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Rasle, Sebastien (1658-1724), came to America as a Catholic missionary from France in 1689. He assumed charge of the mission of
Norridgewock, on the Kennebec, about 1695. The Indians were induced by him to support the French. He was wrongfully charged with
causing Indian depredations, and a price was put on his head. His
church was three times destroyed, and he was finally surprised and shot
by the English colonists.

Ratification of the Constitution. The Constitution was by its
to become binding on the States ratifying when it had been
Signed September 17, 1787, it
ratified by conventions of nine States.
was at once transmitted to Congress, and by Congress to the States. It
was ratified by the convention of Delaware on December 7 by Pennsylvania on December 12 by New Jersey on December 18 by Georgia
on January 2, 178S by Connecticut Januar}- 9 by Massachusetts on
February 6, with recommendations of amendment by Maryland on
April 28 by South Carolina on May 23, and by New Hampshire on
June 21, 17SS, making nine. Virginia ratified June 25, 1788 New York
July 26, 1788 North Carolina, November 21, 1789 Rhode Island, May
In the last four the debate was especially warm, and in gen29, 1790.
eral, ratification was secured with diiificulty.
Hamilton and Madison
had a leading part in bringing it about. The well-to-do and commercial classes generally supported it.
For the ratification of amendments,

own terms

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

see art.

;

Amendments.

Rawdon, Francis (1754-1826), Lord Rawdon, came to America as
a British soldier in 1773. He was a captain at Bunker Hill. As aide to
Sir Henr}' Clinton he fought at Long Island, White Plains, Fort Washington, Fort Clinton

Camden

;

also at

Monmouth.

He

led a corps at the battle

and defeated General Nathanael Greene at Hobkirk's Hill, relieved Fort Ninety-Six and fortified Orangeburg. He
incurred much obloquy for the execution of Colonel Isaac Hayne.
Afterward he was made Earl of Moira, Marquis of Hastings, and Govof

in

1780,

ernor-General of India.

Rawlins, John A.
nois.

He

(1831-1869), became a successful lawyer in Illiably defended the Union cause. He became an aide to Grant

when commissioned

brigadier-general in 1861, and served with him
throughout the War. Although he knew nothing of military affairs at
the beginning of the War, yet he showed remarkable executive ability
and became General Grant's chief of staff in 1865. He exerted great
influence over General Grant, and rendered valuable advice in many pf
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Secretary of

War

in

Grant's

Raymond, Henry J. (1S20-1S69), became assistant editor of the
New York Tribune on its foundation in 1841. He was connected with
the Co7iricr a.\\i\. Enquirer from 1S43 to 1851. In 185 1 he established
the New York Ti))ies, and was of great influence as its editor. He ixpresentcd New York in the U. S. Congre.ssasa Republican from 1865 to
He wrote a " I^ife of Daniel Webster " and " The Life and Pub1867.
lic

Services of

Abraham

Raymond, Miss.

Lincoln.

In this battle,

May

12,

1863,

during Grant's

War, 6,000 Federals under McPherson defeated Gregg, leading 7,000 Confederates. Grant was moving his
army along the Big Black River in two columns. McPherson commanded the corps on the extreme left, eight miles from the main line.
Early on the twelfth of IMay Gregg fell upon Logan's division of Mcpherson's troops. The fight lasted three hours and was very severe.
The Confederates were pursued.
]\Iississippi

campaign

of the Civil

Raynal, Guillaume T. F., called Abbe (1713-1793). published a
philosophical history of the discovery and conquest of the American
colonies which contained attacks on the

was condemned by

it,

Roman

Catholic Church and

but was widely popular.

Read, George (1733-1798), a signer of the Declaration of Independence, was before the war Attorney-General of Delaware and member of the Legislature. He wrote the noted address to George III., and
was a leading member of Congress. He was a delegate to the Annapolis Convention of 1786, and to the Federal Constitutional Convention
From 1789 to 1793 he was U. S. Senator from
of the following year.
Delaware, and Chief Justice of the State from 1793 until his death.
(Life by Read.)
Read, John Meredith (1797-1874), was a U. S, District Attorney
He was Judge of the Pennsylvania Supreme Court
1844.

from 1837 to
from i860 to

His legal opinions had a wide reputation.

1872.

Read, Thomas
modore

in the

(1740-1788),

battle of Trenton.

He commanded

Read, Thomas Buchanan
in Pennsylvania.

Among

his

first to obtain the rank of comrendered valuable assistance at the
the frigate " George Washington..'

was the

He

American navy.

(1822-1872), poet

poems "

»Sheridan's

and artist, was born
Ride " is the mos|;
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popular,

and one of
poem.

his chief artistic productions

was a painting iUus-

trating that

formed from the Democratic party
formation was due to a bill which passed the
State Legislature in March of that year for refunding the State debt.
The party was led by William Mahone and was violently oppo.sed to
the payment of the debt. In 1879 and 1S81, by a fusion with the Republicans, they gained control of the State government, and sent Will-

Readjusters, a

political faction

of Virginia in 1S7S.

iam Mahone

Its

to the United States Senate.

Reagan, John H., born in 1818, was a member of the Texas Legisfrom 1S47 to 1S49. He represented Texas in the U. S. Congress
He was Postmaster-General of the
as a Democrat from 1S57 to 1S61.
Confederacy from 1S61 to 1865. He again served in the LT. S. Congress

lature

from 1875 to

1887,

and was a Senator from 1S87

to 1891.

•

Rear- Admiral. This rank was created by Act of Congress in 1862,
along with that of commodore, it being at the time the highest naval
grade. Those of admiral and vice-admiral, outranking it, were created
Both were subsequently abolished, but the rank of
several 3'ears later.
Admiral was revived for George Dewey, as a distinction

for his victory

in Manila Bay, 1898.

Reciprocity. A reciprocity agreement between the United States
and Canada was concluded in 1854, and terminated in 1866. A similar
one was made with Hawaii in 1875. Various others, of an equally speThe matcial sort, were from time to time made by the United States.
ter was brought into a new phase by the tariff act of 1890 (McKinley
Act), which provided that the duties on sugar, molasses, coffee, tea and
hides, which had been removed, might be reimposed by the President
in case of any countries which levied what he thought unjust or unreasonable duties on the agricultural products of the United States.
With this resource in hand, the President entered on negotiations which
resulted in the conclusion of reciprocity treaties with Brazil, Spain (for
Cuba and Porto Rico), and San Domingo (1891), and Salvador, Ger-

many, Great Britain (for the West Indies), Nicaragua, Honduras, Guktemala and Austria-Hungary (1892).

Reconcentrado.

Name

applied to a Cuban living under the severe

military rule, culminating under Gen. W^eyler.

Reconstruction. One of the leading problems remaining after the
War was how to reconstruct the governments of the States which
had seceded. Mr. Lincoln had proceeded upon the theory that nothing
Civil
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more was necessary than that a sufficient number of the citizens should
form a State Government, of which the officials were loyally desirous
of maintaining constitutional relations with the Government of the
Union. The" separation of West Virginia from Virginia had been
accomplished by a Virginian Legislature so constituted. President
Johnson proceeded upon the same theory. In Congress other theories
were broached, some even going so far as to hold that the seceding States
had ceased to exist as States, and constituted a territory respecting which
Congress was at liberty to make such arrangements as it chose. The
view generally upheld by Congress was that the Southern States could
be re-admitted only on such terms as Congress should impose. Its
maintenance of this view was largely owing to its belief that the substantial results of the war in respect to the enfranchisement and civil
rights of the negro could not be secured in anj- other way, because of
the reluctance of some Southern Legislatvires to accept these results.
Before Congress met in December, 1865, Johnson had recognized provisional governments in all the Southern vStates but one, on their accepting the Thirteenth Amendment. But Congress proposed the Fourteenth Amendment, and insisted on its acceptance as a pre-requisite to
re-admission of any State. In 1867 it passed the Reconstruction Act,
which divided the South into five military districts, under the command of generals of the army, who were to effect a registration of voters,
including negroes, and excluding those disqualified by the Fourteenth
Amendment. These voters should elect a convention, which should
make a constitution, ratified by them. It should then be submitted
to Congress, and if it was acceptable to Congress, the State should be
reinstated whenever its Legislature had ratified the Fourteenth Amendment. The result was the notorious black or "carpet-bag" governments. Under this act Alabama, Arkansas, Florida, Louisiana and the
Carolinas were re-admitted. Tennessee had already been re-admitted
by Congress in 1866. Georgia, IVIississippi, Texas and Virginia were
required also to ratify the Fifteenth Amendment, and were not re-admitted until 1S70. In 1868 the Supreme Court, in the case of Texas vs.
White, sustained the Congressional, as over against the Presidential,
theory of reconstruction.

Record, Congressional, successor to the Congressio7ial Globe. It
contains a complete report of Congressional debates, proceedings and
enactments from 1872 down to the present time.

Red-Cross Society. The American (National) Association of the
Red-Cross, for the relief of the wounded in war and of sufferers by floods
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and other similar catastrophes, was founded

at

Washington,

May

21,

1881.

Red-Jacket ( 1 751-1830), chief of the Wolf tribe of the Senecas,
served with the Six Nations against the Americans during the RevoluIn the War of 181 2 he assisted the United States. He made an
tion.
treat}' of Fort Stanvvix in 17S4.
He lacked
courage and was an inveterate opponent of Christianity, schools and missionaries, but was a sagacious statesman and an eloquent orator.

eloquent speech against the

Red I/ine Map,

a map made by the Frenchman D'Anville in 1746.
had been sent to Vergennes, the French Minister, by Franklin in
1782, and was discovered among the Paris archives by Jared Sparks.
A
strong red line drawn near the ridge, in which the Kennebec and Penobscot Rivers rise, more than favored the English claims, respecting
the northeast boundary of the United States. Sparks sent it to Webster,
who was anxious lest the English should hear of it. It was used in a
secret session of the Senate, and with the Maine commissioners to induce a ratification of the treaty, and was afterward made a ground of
reproach against Webster by opponents of the treaty.
It

Red River Expedition. In the spring of 1864 General Banks
planned a campaign with a strong land force, supported by a fleet under Admiral Porter, for the capture of Shreveport. March 14, Fort du
Russy was taken, followed five days later by the fall of Alexandria and
Natchitoches. Thereafter the land forces separated from the fleet, the
latter proceeding up stream towards Shreveport.
April 8, the Union
Advance was attacked near Mansfield, which was defeated and thrown
back in rout to Pleasant Hill. At this latter place a second battle was
fought, in which Smith's division sustained a defeat so signal that his
entire ami)- came near falling into the hands of the Confederates. The
fleet was no more successful, and the expedition proved a disastrous
General Banks was relieved from his command and was superfailure.
seded by General Canby.
Red Stone Old Fort, Pa., built as a store-house by the Ohio Company, was the scene of important movements during the French and
Indian War. Here General Dinwiddie ordered the English forces to
assemble until they could advance against the French (1754). The fort
was burned by the French after the English defeat at Fort Necessity.
During the Whiskey Rebellion a committee of insurrectionists held a
meeting here August 28, 1794.
Redeniptioners, or indented

servants,

From

the earliest settle-
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nient of the American colonies, particularly the middle colonies, indented servants formed a large part of the population. Many came
over from England under bond for their passage to serve a number of
Many also were kidnapped and placed in enforced slavery for a
j'ears.
term of years. They served four, five, or seven years, according to
contract.
At the end of these terms they were released, awarded fifty
acres of land and became free citizens.
Hence the term " Redemptioners." This system was introduced in Virginia in 1607 with the first
colony in Massachusetts in 163 1. It also existed in Maryland, New
York, Connecticut and Pennsylvania. The practice was not discontinued in the middle colonies until 1750.
;

Redpath, James

came

America from Scotland in
founded the Haytian Bureau
of Emigration. He assisted Jefferson Davis in preparing his " History of the Southern Confederacy," and engaged in the Irish Home
Rule movement.
1848.

He was

(1S33-1891),

an ardent abolitionist.

to

He

Reed, John (1781-1860), represented Massachusetts in the U. S.
Congress as a Federalist from 1813 to 1817, and as a Whig from 1821
to 1 84 1.
He was Lieutenant-Governor of Massachusetts from 1844 to
185 1.

Reed, Joseph

(1741-1785),

was president

of the Pennsylvania Con-

vention of 1775. He became aide-de-camp, secretary and adjutantgeneral to General Washington, and was active in organizing the
business of headquarters.
He served in the Long Island campaign and
at

Brandywine, Germantown and Monmouth.

He was

elected to Con-

gress in 1777 and signed the Articles of Confederation in 1778. He was
president of the Pennsylvania Executive Coinicil from 1778 to 1781.
He was an earnest opponent of slavery and of the proprietary system of
government in Pennsylvania. He wrote " An Address to the People of

Pennsylvania."

Reed, Thomas B., speaker, born in 1839, was a member of the
Maine Legislature from 1868 to 1870, and State attorney-general from
1870 to 1873. He was elected, 1876, to the U. S. Congress as a RepubHe
lican, and has served by re-election to the present time (1898).
was speaker from 18S9 to 1891 and introduced changes in parliamentary
powers to the speaker, especially in the matter
upon the presence of a quorum. Speaker again in 1895 and
Withdrew 1899 to take up law practice in New York.

practice, giving greater

of deciding
1897.

Reeder, Andrew H.

(1807-1864), of Pennsylvania,

was appointed

J

58
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Governor of K^sas in

i?54, but

was removed

in 1S55 for not exerting

When

official influence against the Free-State movement.
SeaatcH- mider the Topeka constitnrion in 1S56 he

chosen U. S.

was not allowed

to

take his9eat.

This is a term recentlv come into use in America to
a pracuce that originated in Switzerland of submitting all
measures passed bv the Legislature to a vote of the people for ratificapeople
tion, so that no act can become a law unles a majority of the
a->prove of it. This practice is advocated by political writers of .\merica
and England as offering a certain safeguard against corrupting influ-

Referendum.

^e^^^xibe

ence c*" the lobby and large corporations, that can more easily secure
the passage of a measure by buying legislators than by buyiBg a majority of the people.
This denomination
Reformed Dutch Church)
its first synod was held in Antwerp in 1563.
Emigrants from Holland brought its teachings to this country and a
church was organized as early as 1619 in New Amsterdam. The denomination grew slowly, owing partly to persecutions frcm the English,
but about 1737 felt strong enough to ask for a separate organization
from the parent church in Holland. This was finally efiected in 1772
through the agency <rf E>r. John H. Livingston, and in 1792 the new
organization was completed. At that time there were 136 churches and
The constitution then adopted was revised in 1S42,
fiftv ministers.
and again in 1S74. The denomination in 1S50 numbered 310,000 communicants, living largely in the Middle States, and sorue parts of the

Reformed

Cttircii

.

v

ori^inatoi in Holland, and

West.

Reformed EpiscopaL This church separated from the Protestant
Episconal in December. 1S73. on the ground that the parent church
was drifting from evangelism and the true principles of the church.
The Rev. G. D. Cu-mdns, D. D., assistant bishop of the diocese of Kentuckv. was the leader of the movement.
ctHinnunicants.

c:

In 1S90 this church had 8,500

Reformed Presbyterians. In 1743 nembers of the Scottish church
-'-•"r-ane, who '^ere settled in the .American colonies, organized and

subscribed to the Old Scottish Covenant. In 179S the first Presbytery
was fcrmei. and two vears later it ordained that no slaveholder should
ce admittei to nembership. In 1S33 a schism took place on the
The main body now ruled that its
cli::rch's attitude toward the State.

members should not

act as

American

citizens

nor in any

way identify
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themselves -with the political sjstem of the United States. Tkb position is still maintained.
Number of members in 1890, 17,000.

RefnndJTig. On Angnst 51, 1&65, the debt of the United States
consisted of 12,845,907,627, c« which oolv 1^1,109.56.^,192 was nmded
debt. Partial enactments enabled the Secretary- of the Treas-.ir}-. hr
December,
7-3o's,

to convert noating debt,

i?>67,

and U.

notes, into

The refunding

f 700,000,000.

amounts of

S.

five

compound

funded debt of the

interest notes,

amounl

of neaxlj

act of 1S70 authorized the issue of cextaxn

per cent., four and one-half per cent., and focr per

cent, bonds, to take the place of the esdsting bonds,

mcstlv q-rf^i
During the next ten vears, this substitution had been carried on to an
extent which lessened the annual interest charge bv J20.coo.ocr) fredtjcing it from fSz. 000.000 to J62.aoo.oc10
In i>iSi the ^nnrml interest
charge was reduced almost *2o,ooo.ooo again, by the "U'lndam refundin«»scheme, which converted |l16o.ooo.ooo of five and six per cent, bonds
into bonds bearing three and one-half per cent, interest.
.

Regicides.

In

July,

1660,

there

arrived at Cambridge,

Mass.,

and his son-in-law. "William Gone, two of the judges
who had condemned Charles I. For some months thev appeared in
public and joined in the devotional meetings in Cambridge and Boston,
where they were kindly received. Upon the news of the passage br
Parliament of the Indemnity Act. marking "WnaHey and Goffe for
vengeance as regicides, they fied to New Haven and were received and
concealed by Davenport in the " Judges' Cave." They were concealed
from pursnit at New Haven and iElford for nearly two vears. After
this they fied to a cave in New Hampshire, but were there discovered bv
some Indians, and returned to Hadley, Mass.. where they were concealed
until their death, Whalley dying in 1674, Goffe in 1679. "WTien King
Philip attacked Hadley in 1675, Go5e appeared and led the defense.
S^i-srard ^^'hallev,

Dixwell, another regicide, also escaped to

Register of Debates,
December,

New

England.

a record of Congressona! trroceedings from

It was pnbli^ed in twentv-rine
volumes, and contains many valuable State papers and public d'Xruments,
besides the debates and routine Congressional work. It is a contimiation of the " Ari-a l ? of Congress." and was succeeded by the Congres-

1S24,

to Ortober, 1S37.

.

sional Globe.

Regulators, the nanze given to a body of insurgents in North
Carolina iust before the Revolution. Heavy taxes and fees aitmsed the
resistance erf the back-country pet^le against Governor Tryon in r;€6.
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The

rebellion spread, but Trj'on signally defeated the

Alamance, on the Haw, in
with the " Regulators."

Reichtnan, Carl,

1771.

armed bands at
His successor, Martin, compromised

a captain in the United States regular army,

who

was sent to South Africa January 5, 1900, to report on the military operations of that district, and was made military attache of the Boer forces.
It was charged against him that his sympathies for the Boers became so
great that he actively participated as a commander of 3,000 Boers who,
on March 31, ambushed and captured 350 English troops and seven
guns at Bushman's Kop, for which act he was threatened with courtmartial.

Reid, Samuel C. (1783-1861), commanded the privateer " General
Armstrong," and fought one of the most remarkable battles on record
at Fayal in 1814 with a British squadron.
He designed the present
form of the U. S. flag.
Reid, Whitelaw, journalist, born in 1837, was one of the leading war
correspondents during the Civil War. He became an editor of the New
York Tribune in 1869, and its proprietor in 1872. He was Minister to
France from 1889 to 1892. He wrote " After the War," a description of
the South, and " Ohio in the War," which is a valuable historical work.
In 1892 he was the candidate of the Republicans for Vice-President, but
was defeated, with Harrison. Special Ambassador to England in 1897.

Kentucky between the
This party advocated the relief of delinquent
debtors.
They elected the Governor, and passed a bill to this end in
The bill was deemed unconstitutional. The Anti-Relief party
1824.
regained control in 1S26.

Relief Party,

a political party existing in

years 1820 and 1S26.

Remington, Philo,

of

New

York, born in 1S16, superintended the

business of E. Remington and Sons, who produced the celebrated
ington rifles and developed the sncces.sful Remington typewriter.

Rem-

Removals. The Constitution of 17S7 gave the President power to
appoint officers with the consent of the Sena4:e, but did not state whether
the power of removal was also to be exercised under this restraint. Debate on this arose in 1789, and it was concluded to allow the power of
removal to rest with the President alone. This remained the policy of
the Government until the passage of the Tenure-of-Office Act, in 1867.
Reno, Jesse

I<.

(1823-1862), general, served at Contreras, Churu-
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and Vera Cruz during the Mexican War. He comNorth Carolina expedition at Roanoke
He commanded a corps under
Island, Fort Barton and New Berne.
General Pope at Manassas and at South Mountain, where he was killed

busco, Chapultepec

manded a brigade

in Burnside's

while leading an assault.

Rensselaerswyck,

a Dutch colony of

New

York, established in

and member of the
Amsterdam Chamber. He purchased territory from the Indians, which
is now comprised in Albany and Rensselaer Counties, and established
1630 by Kilian van Rensselaer, a pearl merchant

the first settlement near Fort Orange, the present
long remained an independent manor.

site of

Albany.

This

The name of Republicans was, in the earlier
by the party formed b}- Jefferson, as distinguishing them from their Federalist opponents, stigmatized as monarch-

Republican Party.

history of the Union, taken

But this party has been treated in an article under the name of
Democrats, by which tliej^ were also known. In 1S54 the name was revived, to be applied to a new party, at first characterized primarilj- by
opposition to the extension of slavery to the territories. The compromise of 1850 had resulted in the disruption and decay of the Whig
party. There was a brief interval before parties could be re-formed
upon the basis of the slavery question pureh'. The passage of the
Kansas-Nebraska Act by the Democrats in 1854 caused a general coalition of Northern Free-Soilers, Whigs, Democrats, Know-Nothings and
Abolitionists, imited in opposition to that measure and the consequent
repeal of the Missouri Compromise.
At first known as " Anti-Nebraska
Men," the coalitionists took in that same 3'ear the name of Republicans.
They at once won a plurality of Congress, and in 1856 held their first
national convention at Philadelphia, wliicli nominated Fremont and
Dayton. Defeated then, in 1859 they again controlled the House. In
i860 Democratic divisions enabled them to elect Lincoln. For the next
fourteen years the party, reinforced for a time by " War Democrats,"
was supreme.
It controlled the Natiojial Government, enlarged its
powers by broad construction of the Constitution, carried on the war,
ists.

abolished slavery, reconstructed the governments of the seceding States
and controlled them, maintained the protective system and refunded

the debt.

It carried the election of Lincoln in 1864 and of Grant in
1868 and 1872. The Liberal Republican schism of 1872 indicated a reaction from the radical policy followed in regard to reconstruction, and
was followed by extensive defeats in the " tidal wave " of 1874, due

partly to official corruption in high places. Yet the party managed,
though barely, to carry the election of Hayes in 1876, and elected Gar-
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tlie nomination of Blaine caused the " bolt" of
and the election of a Democratic President. The
party then became, more distinctly than in the years just preceding, the

field in iSSo.

the

'

'

In 18S4

mugwumps,

'

'

party of high protection. In 1S8S it elected Harrison. Defeated in
Its strength has
1892, it was again successful in State elections in 1893.
always lain in the North. In addition to the principles already mentioned, it has of late advocated a more stirring foreign policy than that
of the Democrats,

and larger expenditures

for pensions

and other na-

tional objects.

Republican Party,

under the
which desired the substitution of a
stronger government for that set up in 1776. They formed the germ of
the I^ederal party in Pennsylvania. Their opponents were styled Confirst

in Pennsylvania, a party existing

constitution, that of 1776-1790,

stitutionalists.

Repudiation. The Constitution provides that the States can make
no laws which shall impair the obligation of contracts 3-et the Eleventh
Amendment provides that the jurisdiction of the National Supreme
Court does not extend to suits brought against a State by a citizen of
another State. Hence the States have been at liberty either to repudiate
or to acknowledge debts. Repudiation has been adopted at various
times and in various degrees by Georgia, Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama, Florida, the Carolinas, Arkansas, Tennessee, Minnesota, Michigan and Virginia. The repudiation of the last mentioned State involved the largest sum (533,000,000), now partially liquidated. In some
;

of the other States, too, bills have been passed in the Legislature, since
the repudiating acts, for refunding the debt.

Requisitions upon the States were the only means of raising mone}'
which the Articles of Confederation left to the Continental Congress.
This proved entirely ineffectual. From 1782 to T7S6 Congress mads
calls amounting in the aggregate to more than |;6, 000,000, but onh^ a
million of this had been paid in by the end of March, 17S7.

Resaca de la Palma, Mexico. On May 9, 1846, General Zachary
Taylor utterly routed General Arista and drove him from this stronghold, to which the latter had retired after the battle of Palo Alto. The
Mexican artillery, baggage, war material and Arista's private correspondence were captured. Captain May, of Taylor's dragoons, won the
day by charging upon and silencing the Mexican guns. General Taylor's

army numbered

2,000

men

;

that of Arista 5,000 men.
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Here was fought, May 14 and 15, 1S64, one of the
Sherman's celebrated campaign through Georgia.
Marching toward Atlanta with his main connnand, Sherman sent McPherson to seize Resaca and cut off Johnston's supplies by the railroad.
McPherson failed to gain this point, and Johnston inmiediately availed
himself of the opportunity and posted his own army in this desirable
position.
Sherman turned back and marched against him. Sherman
had 100,000 troops Johnston about 55,000. May 14, Sherman was in
position around Resaca on the north and west, and on that day there
was continual skirmishing and artillery firing. Johnston refused to
leave his entrenchments, and the Union leader would not attack them.
Finally McPherson gained an elevated position, from which he could
destroy the railroad bridge over the Oostenaula River. Johnston tried

Reaaca, Ga.

first

battles of

;

Meantime Hooker made a brilliant charge,
and Sherman sent a detachment across the stream on pontoons to help
destroy the bridge. Johnston, seeing his communications so seriously
threatened, retreated on the night of the fifteenth.
in vain to dislodge him.

Returning Boards.

Althoitgh in general

it is

a fixed principle in

American constitutional law that judicial functions belong solel}' to the
judiciary department, and the returning boards are allowed only ministerial functions, yet in Florida, South Carolina and Louisiana returning boards with judicial powers were constituted by the reconstructed
State governments, b}^ statute.

This action, probably quite unconconnected with the Presidential
election.
The returning boards used their judicial power to manipulate
the returns to such a degree that the rights of the contest were pracstitutional, led to the troubles of 1876,

tically indiscoverable.

Revels, Hiram R., born in 1822, represented Mississippi in the
U. S. Senate as a Republican from 1870 to 1871. He was the first man
of African descent to sit in the U. S. Senate.

Revenue. In 1793 the revenue of the Federal Government was
14,600,000; in 1813, 114,300,000; in 1833, 133,500,000; in 1853, |6i,During the war it rapidly rose until it attained its maximum
600,000.
Thence it declined, until in 1878 it was I257,During the ensuing decade it averaged about 1340,000,000. In
the fiscal year ending June 30, 1S93, it was ^461, 700,000. In every year
the largest item in these receipts has been customs revenue. In war
times and since the Civil War internal revenue (see art. ) has been
large.
Sales of public lands have been a large source of revenue at
times, especially just before the panics of 1837 and 1857.
in 1866, 1520,000,000.

400,000.
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Revenue Flag, instituted by act of Congress, March 2, 1799, to
consist of " sixteen perpendicular stripes, alternate red and white, the
Union of the ensign bearing the arms
on a white field."

of the United States in

dark blue

Revenue Scheme,

a scheme proposed by the Continental Congress,
meet its money obligations. Requisitions upon
the States, the only mode allowed to Congress by the Articles of ConIn 1781 Congress proposed an amendfederation, had proved a failure.
ment to the Articles, whereby it would be empowered to levy a five per
Rhode Island
cent, duty on imports, to pay the Revolutionary debt.
refused her assent. In 1783 Congress asked for this power for only
twenty-five years. After many delays, New York refused in 1787, making impossible that unanimous consent which was necessary in order to
validate an amendment to the Articles. Then the only plan was that
in order to enable

it

to

of a Constitutional Convention.

Revere, Paul (1735-1818), was a copper-plate engraver in Boston,
Mass., and produced man}' caricatures illustrative of the pre-Revolutionary topics. He was one of the prime movers of the Boston Teaparty.

On

the night of April 18-19,

I775. ^^^ apprised the citizens of

Lexington and Concord of the intended expedition of the British. This
In 1775
is the subject of Longfellow's poem, "Paul Revere's Ride."
he printed the provincial paper money of Massachusetts, and erected a
He engaged in the unsuccessmill for the manufacture of gunpowder.
ful Penobscot expedition in 1779.

Revolution and Revolutionary War. The Revolution, by
which the thirteen American colonies separated themselves from Great
Increase of population in America would
Britain, had several causes.
naturally cause a desire for independence, especially after the French
had been driven out (1763). Just at this time the government of George
III., under Grenville, resolved to enforce more strictly the Navigation
Act and other laws restricting American trade in the interest of England, to station garrisons in America, and to pay a part of the expense
by a stamp-tax. The Stamp Act aroused violent opposition, expressed
through the Stamp- Act Congress of 1765. Taxation by Parliament without representation in Parliament was declared illegal and tyrannous.
The British Government persisted in the principle, taxing various imports from 1767 to 1770, and tea thereafter. Boston Tea-party led Parliament to pass acts retaliating upon Boston and altering the charter of
Massachusetts. The colonies, already brought into concert through
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Committees of Correspondence, convened in Continental Congress
September, 1774. They published a declaration of
rights, protested to king and Parliament, and engaged in an association,
or non-importation agreement. In April, 1775, Gage, the British commander at Boston, encountered resistance at Lexington and Concord,
and war began. A local army, though defeated at Bunker Hill, besieged
Boston. A second Continental Congress organized a regular or Continental army, appointed Washington commander-in-chief, and pursued
the war. Boston was captured, and the British troops under Howe reActing from this center, they gained considerable
tired to New York.
Meanwhile Congress issued its Declaration
successes over Washington.
of Independence (July 4, 1776), and provisionally governed the new
Under its advice, the colonies,
republic, the United States of America.
now called States, made for themselves constitutions and organized new
governments in place of the defunct royal governments. It also framed
a new and more regular scheme of Federal government, called the Arbut unanimous consent to its adoption was not
ticles of Confederation
obtained until 1781. Congress had great difficulty in getting men and
money. Blany were disaffected or indifferent to the cause of revolution.
The Continental paper money depreciated rapidly, and loans were hard
In 1776 the war for the most part went against them. In
to raise.
1777 Howe occupied Philadelphia, their capital, defeating the Americans
But this prevented him from coat Brandywine and Germantown.
operating with Burgoyne, who was marching down from Canada to
New York in the effort to cut off New England from the rest of the
Union. In October Burgoyne surrendered at Saratoga. This success
enabled the Americans to conclude, in February, 1778, a treaty of alliance with France, which brought them French aid in men and money.
During the remainder of the war the efforts of the British commander,
Clinton, were mainly directed against the southern end of the American
Savannah was taken in 1778, Charleston in 1780, and Gates was
line.
badly defeated at Camden. The war in the South was managed with
much severity, but successfullj* for the Americtms after the appointment
Cornwallis. marching northward through the Carolinas,
of Greene.
took up a position in "Virginia, at Yorktown, where, in October, 1781,
he was compelled to surrender to a French-American army which
Washington had brought down from the North, the French fleet assistThis virtually ended the war. England was obliged to consent to
ing.
American independence. Preliminaries having been arranged in 1782,
peace was made on these terms at Paris in 1783, the United States being
conceded a territory extending from Canada to Florida and westward to
the Mississippi. Histories by Bancroft and Fiske.
their

at Philadelphia in

;

1
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Reynolds; Jolin F. ( 1820-1S63) was brevetted major for gallantry at
Monterey and Buena Vista during the IMexicau War. He commanded
a Pennsylvania brigade in the Peninsular campaign at Gaines' Mill and
Glendale, and led a division at the second battle of Bull Run. In 1862
he commanded the Pennsylvania militia for the defense of the State.
He was promoted major-general and commanded the First Corps at
Fredericksburg. He led the left wing at the beginning of the battle of
Gettysburg, where he was killed.
,

Reynolds, Josepli J., born in 1S22, was brevetted major-general for
He fought at Chickamauga, was Chiefservices during the Civil War.
Chattanooga and commanded the Department of Arkansas
from 1864 to 1866.

of-staff at

Rhea

On January

IVetter.

ment commander

1818,

6,

Andrew Jackson, then
Monroe

in the Southwest, wrote to President

depart-

regard-

ing the Seminole troubles in Florida and advising the prompt seizure of
East Florida, which he declared could be done " without implicating
the Government." He offered to accomplish the seizure himself within
sixty days, if it should be indicated to him that it were desirable.
John
Rhea, a Congressman from Tennessee, was the secret channel through
which he hoped Monroe's assent might be signified. It was not. In
1831, during Jackson's adm.inistration, in the height of his quarrel with

Calhoun, which turned in part upon the vSeminole affair, Rhea wrote to
Monroe, hoping to elicit from him something that would implicate him
Monroe, on his death-bed in New York,
as approving Jackson's plan.

denounced Rhea's insinuations as

utterly' false.

Rhett, Robert B. (1800-1876), represented South Carolina in the
U. S. Congress as a Democrat from 1837 to 1849, and in the U. S. Senate
from 1851 to

1852.

He was

a radical States'-rights secessionist.

Rhind, Alexander C, born
in 1861.

He was prominent

in 1821,

fought at Fort Wagner and Fort Fisher.
admiral and retired in 18S3. Died 1897.

Rhode Island was
origin

is

indicated by

the " Crusader "
on Charleston in 1863, and
He was commissioned rear-

commanded

in the attacks

one of the original thirteen

its official title,

"

The

State of

States.

Rhode

Its

dual

Island and

Providence Plantations," and by its two capitals. Providence and NewRoger Williams, the patron saint of the State, was banished
port.
from Massachusetts Bay Colony because of his attacks on the theocratic
government of that colony.
He advocated complete separation of
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creeds.

He

founded

Providence in 1636. Two years later the Antinomians, followers of
Anne Hutchinson, founded Portsmouth, and in 1639 Newport was settled.
March 14, 1644, a charter was granted by which these settlements were
united in one colony with a popular government. This charter was revoked, and in 1663 a new one was granted, which continued to be the

fundamental law until
to the people.

This gave the entire power of government

1842.

Rhode

Island applied for admission to the

New England

Confederation, but her application was denied. In 1742 the western
boundary line was finally settled with Connecticut but not until 1S62
;

Brown
was the eastern boundary with Massachusetts determined.
The devotion of the colony to the
University was founded in 1764.
American cause was shown in 1772, by the affair of the Gaspe. Rhode
Island was not represented in the convention of 1787, and did not ratify
the Constitution until May 29, 1790. This delay was due to the desire
of the agricultural classes to retain the power to levy import taxes and

make paper money

In Presidential elections, save in
when the electoral votes were
to 1850 the State was Whig, with the excast for
ception of the year 1836. An unjust apportionment of representatives
and a property qualification for voting led to Dorr's rebellion in 1842,
to

a legal tender.

was Federal
Monroe. From 1824

1804, the State

until 1816,

constitution was adopted which widened the suffrage, but
the property restriction was not entirely removed until (1886-1888) the
adoption of the Bourn amendment, which retained the property qualifiFrom 1856 until the present
cation for election to city councils only.
time (1894) the State has been Republican in Presidential elections.

when a new

elected the Governor in 1SS7, 1889, 1890 and 1891. The
extension of the suffrage has strengthened the Democratic party. From
1886 to 1889 there was a prohibitory amendment against intoxicants.
In 1893 an amendment to the constitution provided for plurality elec-

The Democrats

tions.

The population

1890 was 345,506,

of

Rhode

Island,

which

in 1790

was

68,825, in

History by Arnold.

Rhode Island, Battle of, August 29, 1778. Newport, R. I., had
been seized and garrisoned by the British with 6,000 men under Pigott.
Sullivan and Lafayette on land and Count d'Estaing on sea concerted an
Estaing
Butts' Hill on Rhode Island was seized by Sullivan.
attack.
was forced to meet Howe and the English fleet, but a terrible storm
averted battle, and Estaing retired to Boston to refit. Pigott attempted
The British met with a bloody repulse.
to carry Butts' Hill, August 29.
The Americans, however, were obliged to evacuate by the arrival of
Clinton with 5,000 reinforcements,
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Riall, Sir Phineas (1769-1851), came to America as a British
major-general in 1813. He commanded at Chippewa and Lundy's
Lane in 1814. He was brave and energetic, but unskillful in military
operations.

Ribaut, Jean ( 1520-1565), a Huguenot, sailed from France on a
colonizing expedition in 1562. After exploring the Florida coast, he
planted a colony at Port Rojal, called Fort Charles, which was unsucIn 1565 he was appointed Governor of this colony. He was
driven off by a Spanish fleet, and when he "urrendered later to Menendez, the entire party was massacred.

cessful.

The production of rice was begun in 1695 in South Carolina,
the captain of a brigantine from Madagascar, which touched at
Sullivan's Island, presented one of the colonists with a small bag of the
Its cultivation spread rapidly through the South and has
vegetable.
Rice.

when

long been one of the chief sources of revenue. In 1870, 72,635,021
pounds were produced in the United Slates, South Carolina leading
with 32,304,825 pounds. This was a marked decrease from the produc(In 1850, 215,313,497 pounds.) The
tion previous to the Civil War.
culture at present is much less successful than in former years.

Rice, Alexander H., born in 1818, represented ISIassachusetts
the U. S. Congress as a Republican from 1859 to 1867. He served on
the naval committee. He was Governor of Massachusetts from 1876 to
1879.

Died

1895.

Rich Mountain, W. Va., occupied by Colonel Pegram, with a
regiment of Confederates and six guns of General Garnet's command.
July II, 1861, McClellan ordered Rosecrans to attack this position.
Climbing the mountain during a heavy storm, Rosecrans, with 1,900
men, forced Pegram to retire after a fierce fight.
force were captured the next day by McClellan.

Pegram and

his entire

Richardson, Henry H.
Church, Boston, and
is

noticeable for

details.

(1838-1886), was the architect of Trinity
other noble structures. His architecture
and massivene.ss rather than for elaborate

many

harmony

He was recognized

as the leader of the

new

school of American

architects.

Richardson, Israel B. (1815-1862), of Vermont, was brevetted
major for services at Contreras, Churubusco and Chapultepec. He led
a brigade at Bull Run, and commanded a division at Chickahominy,
Sovith Mountain and Antietam, where he was mortally wounded.
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Richardson, William A., of Massachusetts, born in 1S21, was
Secretary of the U. 3. Treasury in Grant's Cabinet from
1873 to 1874.
He was a Justice of the U. S. Court of Claims from 1874 to 1885, when
he became Chief Justice. Died 1896.

Richmond,
(1804-1866), gained an enviable reputation for
his upright dealings in business.
He was a leader of the Democrat
party in New York. He secured the consolidation of

Dean

the

New York

Central Railroad.

Richmond, Ky.

Here, August 29-30, 1862, 16,000 Federals under

Mason and Cruft were utterly routed by about an equal number of Confederates, led by Kirby Smith.
August 29 a smart skirmish occurred,
in which Mason had a slight advantage.
The next day he encountered
Smith's entire force and was wholly defeated, Cruft and himself escaping by flight. The Union loss was very heavy.

Richmond, Va., was founded in 1742 and made the capital of the
State in 1779. In 1781 it was burned by Arnold. Richmond was the
seat of government of the Confederate States during the Civil War.
In
April, 1865, on the capture of Petersburg by General Grant, it was
evacuated and fired by the Confederate troops.

The

conflagration

lasted for over twenty-four hours.

Richmond and Petersburg: Railroad, Virginia, attacked by
General Smith, May 6 and 7, 1864, with about 20,000 men of Butler's
Army of the James during the occupation of Bermuda Hundred by that
Smith commenced to destroy the railroad at Walthall Juncbut D. H. Hill came up with a strong Confederate force. Smith
stopped and gave battle to the Confederates. Hill was driven away
after some sharp fighting.
Then Smith continued his destruction of
Teneral.

tion,

the road, tearing
Butler,

May

7,

it

up

for several miles.

He was

suddenly recalled by

the latter having heard that L,ee was advancing in full

force.

Ricketts, James B. (1817-1887), of New York, served during the
Mexican War. He commanded a Federal battery at Alexandria and
Bull Run, led a division at Chantilly, South Mountain, Antietam, in
the Richmond campaign, and at Cedar Creek.
Riders, objectionable party measures, likely to be vetoed on their
merits, which are added to important bills to secure their passage.
first use of the rider, of national importance, was the joining in
1820 of the bill for the admission of Maine to that permitting slavery

own
The
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compel the acceptance of both or neither. These
were afterward separated. The Army Appropriation Bill of 1856 had a
in Missourt, so as to

rider attached prohibiting the

employment

of Federal troops for the

enforcement of territorial law in Kansas. The President signed this
measure, but protested against the rider. In 1879 the Democrats in
Congress attempted by riders on appropriation bills to bring to an end
the Federal interference in Southern politics. President Hayes, by
firm use of the veto, dealt a severe blow at this objectionable practice.
State Constitutions have frequently prevented it by allowing the Governor to veto separate items in appropriation bills.

Ridpath, John Clark, born

in

Putnam

Co.,

Indiana, April

26,

He

graduated at Asbury, now De Pauw University, 1863, and
received the degree LL,.D. from Syracuse University, 1879. In 1869-85
he hild the chairs of English literature, belles lettres, history, and
He left the University in
political philosophy in De Pauw University.
1885 to devote his talent and great learning to authorship, in which he
has been remarkably successful, and has won a permanent fame as a
Of his many works the folconcise, analytic and graphic historian.
lowing may be mentioned " Academic History of the United States,"
"Popular History of the United States;" "Inductive Grammar of
the English Language;" "Cyclopedia of Universal History," four
volumes; "Races of Mankind," foiir volumes; "Life of Wm. E.
Gladstone." In addition to these he has written many other histories
and poems, was editor of the Arena, one of the editors of the " People's
The Library of Universal Literature.
Cyclopedia, and compiled
1841.

:

'

'

'

'

'

Riedesel, Baron Friedrich A. (1738-1S00), major-general, came
command of 4,000 troops from Brunswick employed by the British. He served in Burgoyne's expedition in 1777,
and fought at Ticonderoga, Hubbardton and Saratoga. Captured there,
he was afterward exchanged. He was placed in command of Long
Island in 1780 and transferred to'Canada in 1781. He returned to Germany in 1783. He was a skillful general.
to America in 1776 in

Riedesel, Frederica C. I1. (1746-1808), married Baron Riedesel
and came to America in 1777. She was with her husband in
all his campaigns and captivit}', ministered to the sick and wounded,
and wrote interesting accounts of the Americans.
in 1762,

Rigdon, Sidney

(i 793-1 876),

was one

of the propagators of the

doctrine of the.Mormons, and was one of the presidents of the church.

He

refused to recognize Brigham

was excoromunicated.

Young

as leader of the church,

and
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Rinehart, William H. (1825-1S74), of Baltimore, one of the most
prominent of American sculptors, produced, among his works of art,
"Indian Girl," "The Woman of Samaria," "Love Reconciled with
Death," " Clytie," and a statue of Chief-Justice Taney.

Ringgold, Ga., an engagement

of the Civil

War, November

27,

during Bragg's precipitate flight from the battle-field of Chattanooga. Hooker, commanding a Federal brigade, was in hot pursuit,
when at Ringgold, near a narrow mountain gap, he encountered a body
of Confederates under Cleburne blocking his passage.
These troops
were immediately charged by Hooker, and the fight lasted all the
afternoon. Hooker was defeated and driven back with great loss,
1863,

W.

Ripley, Bleazar
(1782-1839), major-general, was a member of
the Massachusetts Legislature from iSio to 1812. He served in the attack
on York (now Toronto), Canada, and commanded a brigade under a
General Brown on the Niagara frontier, fighting at Chippewa and

He was prominent in defense of Fort Erie. He represented
Louisiana in the U. S. Congress as a Jackson Democrat from 1835 to
Niagara.
1S39.

Ripley, George (1802-1S80), was the chief promoter of the Brook
Farm experiment at Roxbury, Mass., from 1844 to 1846. He edited the
Harbinger, a Fourierite organ, from 1844 to 1848, and was assistant
He was literary editor of the
editor of " The American Cyclopaedia."
New York Tribune from 1847 to 1880. He had an extensive literary
knowledge, and was a severe critic.

Rising, Johan C, born about
in 1654.

ernor of

1600,

came

to

America from Sweden

He captiired Fort Casimir from the Dutch and became GovNew Sweden, but was expelled by Governor Stuyvesant, of

New Amsterdam,

in 1655.

Thomas

founded the Enqnirer 2A. Richmond,
His paper was a powerful organ
He edited the Union from 1845 to
of the States'-Rights Democrats.

Ritchie,

Va., in 1804,

(1778-1854),

and edited

it

until 1845.

1849.

Rittenhouse, David ( 1732-1796) a famous astronomer, was a member of the Pennsylvania Committee of Safety in 1776 and treasurer of
,

Pennsylvania from 1777 to
from 1792 to 1795.

1789.

River and Harbor Acts.

He

was director of the U.

S.

mint

President Polk vetoed a river and
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bill in 1846 and Pierce another in 1854.
From this time to 1870
appropriations for the improvement of rivers and harbors were inserted

harbor

not infrequently in appropriation
separate.

From

in 1882-83.

jj2, 000,000

bills.

Since 1870 they have been

in 1870 the appropriation rose to f 19,000,000

Since then biennial appropriations have been the rule.

That of 1891 was

of I25, 000,000.

River Brethren, a religious denomination which came into existence about the close of the Revolution, named probably from their
baptizing only in rivers, or perhaps because they originated near the
Susquehanna River akin in doctrine to the Menuonite Baptists.
;

Rives, William C. (1793-1868), represented Virginia in the U. S.
Congress as a Democrat from 1823 to 1829. While Minister to France
from 1829 to 1832 he negotiated the Indemnitj' Treaty of 1831. He was
a U. S. Senator from 1833 to 1834 and from 1836 to 1845, Minister to
France from 1849 to 1853, and a Confederate Congressman from 1861 to.
1864 He wrote an elaborate life of Madison.

Rivington, James

(1724 ?-i8o2), came to America from England in
and founded the New York Gazetteer \n i'/'JTx which became very
obnoxious to the patriots. He furnished Washington with valuable information on the British movements.
1760,

" Rivingfton's New York Gazetteer," or, the Connecticut, New
Hudson's River and Quebec Weekly Advertiser. This newspaper was established in New York City April 22, 1773. It was distinctly royalist in its sj'mpathies, its circulation extended exclusively
among the Tories, and it was issued under the protection of the king's
army. Rivington was obliged to suspend publication in 1775, but
renewed in 1777 under the title Rivington' s Nciv York Loyal Gazette,
afterward changed to Royal Gazette. The publication was finally suspended in 1783, when the British withdrew from New York.
Jersey,

Roach, John (1815-1887), came to New York from Ireland in 1829.
He established extensive ship-building works in Penns^'lvania which
built six monitors and many other vessels for the U. S. Government.

Roanoke Colony.
large grant of land from
sels

and 108

settlers

In 1584 Sir Walter Raleigh, having obtained a
Queen Elizabeth, sent out, April 9, seven ves-

under the command of Sir Richard Grenville.

West Indies and Hispaniola, they landed at Roanoke,
in North Carolina, June 20.
Ralph Lane was left in charge of the settlement and Grenville returned to England. During the following
After skirting the
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winter Lane made numerous exploring expeditions and suffered greatly
from Indian attacks. In the spring he received some aid in men and
supplies from Sir Francis Drake, but finally the settlers persuaded
Drake to take them home. Soon after Grenville arrived with new

These had been destroyed by the Indians when, in 1587, a
of Raleigh's, under White, came out.
White himself returned to England. When he came back (1590) he found the colony
vanished. It seems to have been destroyed by the savages, though there
settlers.

new colony

a theory that descendants of the colonists are
North Carolina half-breeds.
is

still

to be found

among

Roanoke Island, N. C, a valuable stronghold of the Confederacy,
being the key to their defenses south of Norfolk, and a protection for the
landing of supplies in that city. It was defended by three earthworks
Pork Point, Weir's Point and Fort Blanchard, and commanded by General Wise.
Against this place the National Government despatched
Burnside and Goldsborough with thirty-one gunboats, fourteen trans:

ports, and 11,500 troops.
With great difficulty a landing was effected
February 7, 1862, the Confederate fleet was dispersed and destroyed at
Elizabeth City, N. C, the earthworks were demolished and 2,500 Con-

federates

made

prisoners.

Roanoke River, N. C, scene on May 5, 1864, of a naval engagement between Captain Malanchthon Smith, commanding the Federal
double-enders "Sassacus," " Mattabesett," " Wyalusing " and "Miami " and some smaller vessels, and the Confederate ram " Albemarle,"
Captain Worley, and two gunboats. The Federal fleet was badly disabled and the "Albemarle," too, was damaged. After the battle she
steamed up the river, and in October was destroyed by the Federal com-

mander, Cushing, a daring exploit.

Roberts, Brigham Henry, was born in Warrington, England,
March 13, 1857, came to America and settled in Utah, 1866. After
graduating at the Deseret University (1878) he became an editoriax
writer on Utah papers.
Embracing Mormonism, he became an enthuadvocate of the doctrine of that sect, wrote several books on the suband married four wives, with whom he continues to hold marriage
relations. He was a member of the Utah Constitutional Convention
( 1895 )
and was defeated for Congress the same year. He was nominated again
in 1899, and this time elected by a plurality of more than 4,000 votes.
A
great popular protest was made against permitting him to take his seat
in Congress.
After the matter was thoroughly debated, as to the power
of Congress to refuse a seat to a member-elect, it was decided by a large
siastic

ject
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majority that Roberts was disqualified because of liis polygamous relations to four wives in violatiou of the Edmunds law and the Utah statutes making bigamy a crime. On February 17, 1900, a sixteenth amendment to the Constitution was proposed making polygamj- a crime and
disqualifying polygamists for election as Senators or Representatives.

Roberts, Benjamin S. (1811-1875), was brevetted lieutenant-coloMexican War. He served as chief of cavalry
under General Pope in 1S62, and fought at Cedar Mountain and Bull
nel for services in the

Run.

Roberts, Jonathan (1771-1S54), represented Pennsylvania in the
U. S. Congress as a Democrat from iSii to 1814. He earnestly supported the War of 1S12. He was a U. S. Senator from 1814 to 1821.

Robertson, George (1790-1S74), represented Kentucky in the U. S.
Congress as a Democrat from 1S17 to 1821. He was Speaker of the
Kentucky Legislature from 1823 to 1827, and Chief Justice of Kentucky
from 1S29 to 1S43.

Robertson, James
of British troops.

Island.

He was

(1710-17SS),

He commanded

came

to America in 1756 as major
a brigade at the battle of Long

appointed royal Governor of

New York

in 1779.

Robertson, James (1742-1814), held the Cherokee Indians in check
during the Revolution. He founded settlements on the Cumberland
River in 1779. He defeated the designs of the half-breed McGillivray
(q. v.) for twelve years.
Robertson, William (1721-1793), Scottish historian, published
eight books of a " Historj- of America," dealing with the settlement and
history of the Spanish colonies. A " History of Virginia until 16SS "
was published from

his manuscripts.

Roberval, Jean F. de la R.

(i5oo?-i547), led a colonizing expedi-

He was soon afterward
and perished while conducting another expedition.

tion to

Canada from France

in 1542.

Robeson, George M., bom

in 1S27,

Grant's Cabinet from 1S69 to 1S77.
L'.

S.

He

was Secretary
represented

Congress as a Republican from 1879 to 1S83.

New

of the

recalled,

Navy

in

New

Jersey in the

Died

1897.

York, commanded the
He was concerned
in the treasonable negotiations of Arnold, and was prominent in the
trial of Major Andre.
His immense estate was confiscated.

Robinson, Beverly

(i 723-1 792),

of

Loyalist American regiment during the Revolution.
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Robinson, Charles, born in iSiS, had a prominent part in the
early struggles of the Forty-niners in California.
In 1856 he was elected
Governor of Kansas by the Free-State party under the Topeka Constitution

and again under the Wyandotte Constitution in

Robinson,

Bdward

(1794-1S63),

was a

1859.

I>ied 1894.

careful student of Biblica,

He made extensive researches in the Holy Land and pubmany works relating to Biblical literature, history and geog-

literature.

lished

raphy.

Robinson, lEzekiel G., bom

in 1815, was president of Brown Unihas a high reputation as a teacher,
He made a careful translation of Neander's " Hisof the Planting of the Church," and has written on philosophy

from 1S72 to
preacher and orator.
versity

tory-

and

ethics.

Died

1SS9.

He

1S94.

Robinson, George D., born in 1S34, represented Massachusetts in
the U. S. Congress as a Republican from 1877 to 18S3. He was Governor of Massachusetts from 1SS3 to 1SS6. Died February 22, 1896.

Robinson, John
England

(1575 ?-i625), was suspended from the Church of
for nonconformity, and in 160S fled to Holland.
He ardently

advocated the plan of emigrating to America, and made arrangements
with the Virginia Company for sending his congregation thither. In
1620 the Pilgrims sailed from Southampton, and Robinson took leave
of them in a memorable sermon.
He intended to follow them, but was
prevented by illness before arrangements could be made. After his
death many more of his followers came to America. He wrote "A
Justification of Separation from the Church of England," and was a
man of noble and tolerant spirit.

Robinson, John C. (1S17-1S97), ser\-ed in the Mexican War. He
commanded a brigade at Richmond and a division at Fredericksburg,
Chancellorsville

and Gettysburg, and fought

at the

Wilderness and

Spottsylvania.

Robinson, Lucius (1810-1891), joined the Republican party and
was Comptroller of New York from 1S61 to 1865. He returned to the
Democratic party and was elected Governor in 1S76, ser\-ing till 18S0.

Robinson, "William Brigena

1S14-1892), came to America from
prominent as a correspondent of the New
York Tribune, under the name of " Richelieu." He represented New
York in the U. S. Congress as a Democrat from 1S66 to 1S6S and from

Ireland in 1S36.

He was

(
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iSSo to 18S4.

He

secured the passage of a

rights of expatriation

bill in

1868 asserting the

and naturalization,

Rochambeau, Comte de [Jean Baptiste Donatieti deVimenre]
(1725-1807), the principal French military figure in the Revolutionary

War, aside from Lafayette, served in the War of the Austrian Succesand the Seven Years' War. In 1780 he was sent to America in
conmiand of a considerable force, and fixed his headquarters at Newport.
Having concerted his plans with Washington, he marched to tlie
neighborhood of New York in the summer of 1781, effected a junction
with his ally, and the two moved rapidly southward to Yorktown.
Rochambeau conducted assaults on the town, and received a fair share
of the credit for the feat. He returned to France in 1783.
Later he
was a field marshal, but was inconspicuous in the French Revolution.
sion

Rochester, Nathaniel (i 752-1831), served in North Carolina in
the Revolution as commissary -general. He purchased large tracts near
Rochester, N. Y., which was
latures of

named

He served
New York.

for him.

North Carolina, Maryland and

in the Legis-

Rockefeller, John W., born in Richford, N. Y., July 8, 1S39,
to Cleveland, O., 1S53.
Educated in public school, and was
without advantages. First employed as a conunission clerk, and at nineteen became a partner in the house of Clark & Rockefeller that engaged

moved

He built the Standard Oil Works at Cleveland,
formed the Standard Oil Trust, which, however, was dissolved
in 1892.
Later Mr. Rockefeller became head and chief owner of the
Standard Oil Co., the largest incorporated concern in America. He
has given several millions to the University of Chicago and other institutions, and is regarded as being the wealthiest person in America,
with a fortune estimated at |40o,ooo,ooo.
in the oil business, 1865.

and

in 1882

Rockingham, Charles W. Wentworth, Marquis of

(1730-

Prime Minister of England from 1765 to 1766, secured the
repeal of the Stamp Act.
He became Premier again in 1782 and began the negotiation of the Treat}' of Paris with the United States.
1782), while

in

Rockingham Convention,
New Hampshire. August 5,

the

first

1S12, a

State party convention held

mass meeting of 1,500 voters

assembled at Portsmouth, Rockingham County, adopted a platform,
nominated a full ticket. State, Electoral and Congressional, and joined
in a vigorous address to President Madison.

Rocky Face Ridge,

Ga., a strong position from which Johnston,
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with an army of 55,000 Confederates, during four days, May 5-9, 1864,
opposed the advance of Sherman's army, 99,000 strong, on Atlanta.
McPherson flanked the Confederate left and endeavored to carry
Resaca, but without avail. He then fell back to Snake Creek Gap, and
on May 7, Sherman passed his troops through this defile, threatening
Johnston's rear, while Howard's division menaced his front. Johnston,
perceiving he was about to be hemmed in, fell back to Resaca to
strengthen his position.

Rocky Mountain, Battle of, July 30, 1780. Rocky Mountain,
one of the strategic points of South Carolina, was seized by the British
in 1780.
On the above date Sumter, with a small force, made a spirited
but unsuccessful attack upon the post.
Rodgers, Christopher R. P. (1819-^892), commanded the "Wabash " at Port Royal. He was fleet captain at Fort Sumter in 1863.
From 1863 to 1866 he commanded the " Iroquois." He retired, a rear
admiral, in 1881.

Rodgers, John (1771-1838), a naval hero, served in 1799 i" the war
against France, and later in the Tripolitan War. He took command in
the Mediterranean in 1805, and compelled Tripoli and Tunis to sign
treaties.
While in command of the " President " in 1811, Rodgers had

an encounter with the British " Little Belt," an afiFair which increased
the tension between the two nations. In the ensuing war he took
many prizes he was also present at the defense of Baltimore in 1814.
After peace was restored he held for many years the office of naval
commissioner.
;

Rodgers, John

engaged ithe Porn tand commanded the " Galena" in the battle
of Drury's Bluff.
In command of the monitor " Weehawken," he captured the Confederate iron-clad "Atlanta" in 1863. He commanded
the " Dictator " from 1864 to 1865.
He was distinguished for his courage and superior ability. He was superintendent of the U. S. Naval
Observatory from 1877 to 1882.
Royal expedition in

(1812-1882), rear-admiral,

1861,

Rodman, Thomas
which are
water runs.

J.

(1815-1871), invented the

Rodman

guns,

cast about a hollow core

He

through which a stream of cold
was an inspector of ordnance during the Civil War.

Rodney, Caesar (1728-1784), was a delegate from Delaware to the
Stamp Act Congress at New York in 1765. He was Speaker of the
Delaware Assembly from 1769 to 1774, and of the Delaware popular
12
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Convention in 1774. He was a member of the Continental Congress
from 1774 to 1776, was a member of the committee to draft a statement
of rights and grievances, and signed the Declaration of Independence,
He served under General Washington in the Delaware campaign from
1776 to 1777, and was president of Delaware from 1778 to 1782.

Rodney, Caesar A. (1772-1824), represented Delaware in the U. S.
Congress as a Democrat from 1803 to 1805. He was Attorney-General
in Jefferson's and Madison's Cabinets from 1807 to 181 1.
As conmiissioner to South America in 1817 he advocated the recognition of the
Spanish-American republics. He was a U. S. Congressman from 182
to 1822 and a U. S. Senator from 1822 to 1823.
He was appointed
Minister to the Argentine provinces in 1823.
Rodriguez's Canal (near New

New

Orleans, General Jackson had

the British, who, on January

They were repulsed with

i,

Orleans).

Just before the battle of

made this

his line of defence against

1815,

endeavored to storm the works.

heavj- loss, abandoning five heavy cannon.

Roe, Francis A., born in 1823, commanded the "Pensacola" in
passing Forts Jackson and St. Philip in Farragut's squadron. He commanded the " Katahdin " from 1862 to 1863. He commanded the
" Sassacus," destroyed
" Albemarle."

Roebling, John A.

many
N.

J.

in 183 1.

He

He

blockade runners

(

1S06-1869),

came

to

and fought against the
Pennsylvania from Ger-

established a large wire manufactory in Trenton,

constructed the Niagara and Cincinnati suspension bridges,
of the Brooklyn Bridge in 1869.

and began the construction

Roebling, Washington A., born

in 1S37, was a colonel in the Civil
South Mountain, Antietam and Bull Run. He succeeded his father in the construction of Brooklyn Bridge, which was
completed in 1883.

"War, serving at

X

Roentgen Rays or
Rays. In 1S95 Professor Roentgen, of
Wurtzburg, Germany, discovered a means for photographing substances
By the use of Crook
heretofore considered to be impervious to light.
tubes, or the fleuerscope, it has been made possible to reveal and
photograph objects through opaque substances, the discovery being
especially valuable for photographing the bones and organs in a living
body, which has been a very great aid to surgery.
Rogerenes,
Rogers, of

a sect of Seventh-Da)- Baptists, followers of Jonathan

New London,

Conn.

The

sect originated about 1675. Beside
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keeping the Saturday as the holy day, they opposed the use of medicines

and family prayers.

Rogers, John, of New York, born in 1829, came into
a sculptor in i860 for his group, " The Slave Auction."
great celebrity for his statuettes illustrating

prominence as

He has gained

war subjects and

rural

life.

commanded "Rogers' Rangers" durIn 1759 he destroyed the Indian village at St.
Francis.
In 1765 he was appointed Governor of Mackinaw, Mich., by
the crown. He was paroled by Congress at the outbreak of the RevoluRogers, Robert

(1727-1800),

ing the French War.

tion.

He

raised

"The

guished during the war.
banished from America.

Queen's Rangers," a corps which was distinIn 1777 he went to England, and in 1778 was

Rogers ville, Tenn., a brief fight, November 6, 1863, between detachments of Burnside's Federal troops and some Coufederates from
Longstreet's conmiand. This took place during Longstreet's pursuit of
Burnside toward Knoxville.
Romero, Matias, born in 1S37, was Mexican charge d'affaires at
Washington from i860 to 1863, when complicated diplomatic questions
were at issue. He was Minister to the United States from 1863 to 1868,
and from 1882 to the present time (1898). Died 1898,
Romtiey, W. Va. October 25, 1861, Colonel Kelly, who was then
guarding the Allegheny section of the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad,
surprised a Confederate battalion. Sixty prisoners were taken besides
all the camp equipage, provisions and munitions.
Colonel Wallace,
of Indiana, also, June, 1861, routed a Confederate force from Romney.

Roorback, a general term for political forger}', originating in the
publication for political purposes of alleged extracts from the "Travels
of

Baron Roorback," in 1844.

Roosevelt, Roberts., born in 1829, edited the Nezu York Citizen
from 1868. He represented New York in the U. S. Congress as a
Democrat from 1871 to 1873, and was Minister to the Netherlands from
1888 to 1889.

Roosevelt, Theodore, bom in 1858, was a Republican member of
New York Assembly from 1880 to 1884. He was an ardent advocate
of political reform, and succeeded in abolishing many political abuses.
the
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He

is author of a "History of the Naval War of i Si 2," of lives of
Benton and Gouverneur Morris in the American Statesmen Series, and
of "The Winning of the West." Has served as U. S. Civil Service
Commissioner, President Police Board, New York, and Assistant Secretary of Navy, which he resigned May, 1898, and served in Cuba as
Lt.-Col. and Col. of " Rough Riders."
Became Governor of New York

State, Jan.

i,

1899.

Root, ^lihu,

bom

Hamilton College, U.
became Secretary of War in 1899.

in 1845, graduate of

District Attorney 1S83 to 1885,

S.

composed many songs
Freedom," "Just Before the Battle, Mother," "Tramp, Tramp, the Boys are Marching,"
and " There's Music in the Air." Died 1895.

Root, George Frederick, born in 1820, has
of national popularity, including " Battle Cry of

Ropes, John C, born in St. Petersburg in 1836, has contributed to
the publications of the Military Historical Society of Massachusetts.
He has written " The Army under Pope," and " Campaigns of the Civil
War," a book on Napoleon, and one on the Waterloo campaign.

Rosa Americana, a coinage issued in 1722 by Great Britain for
America of a mixed metal resembling brass, and called Rosa Americana
or Wood's money, after its manufacturer, William Wood. The royal
letters patent described this money as two-pence, pence and half-pence.
The obverse was stamped vv-ith a laureated head of George the First
the reverse with a doiible rose from which projected five barbed points.
Legend Rosa Americana, 1722 above, and below, Utile Dulci.
;

:

Rose, George (1744-1818), was British Minister to the United
States from 1807 to iSoS, to negotiate concerning the "Chesapeake"
affair.

He made demands which

Rose, Sir John

the United States would not concede.

came

to Canada from Scotland in 1836.
United States in 1864 and 1869.
In 1870, as confidential agent, he made negotiations toward the treaty
of Washington.

He was

British

(1S20-1888),

Commissioner

to the

Rosecrans, William Starke (1819-1898), an American general,
at West Point in 1842.
Previous to the war he was a

was graduated

professor at the academy, an engineer

and a financier. Being appointed
colonel of Ohio volunteers in 1861, he served in West Virginia, and won
the battle of Rich Mountain, July, i86r. He next succeeded McClellan
in the

Department of the Ohio, and gained the

\'ictory of Carnifex
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Appointed commander of the Army of the Missishe conquered at luka, September, 1862, at Corinth, October, and
succeeded Buell as conmiander of the Armj- of the Cumberland. He
fought the great battle of Murfreesboro', showed skillful strategy in the
next months, and was defeated at Chickamauga. After this Rosecrans was superseded, sent to the West, and put on waiting orders. He
Ferry iu September.

sippi,

He was Minister to Mexico, 1868-1869, Democratic
Congressman from California, 1881-1885, and Register of the U. S.
Treasury from 1885 to 1893.
resigned in 1867.

Rosewell, a famous old Virginia homestead on Carter's Creek, near
the York River. It was begun in the seventeenth century by Mann
Page, and finished by his sou and widow.

Ross, George

(1730-1779)-

Assembly from 1768

to 1770.

sylvania declaration of rights.

was a member of the Pennsylvania
to prepare the Penn-

He was appointed
He ser\'ed in the

Continental Congress

from 1774 to 1777, and signed the Declaration of Independence. He
was active in reorganizing the government of Pennsylvania, and in
urging aggressive measures against British oppression. He was appointed judge of admiralty in 1779.

Ross, John

(1790-1866), chief of the Cherokee Indians, successfully
encroachments of the Georgia Legislature upon the Cherokee land titles in 1829. He opposed the treaty of New Echota in 1835,
but was compelled by the United States to remove to a reservation.
resisted the

Ross, Robert (i77o?-i8i4), came
of a force of British soldiers.

He

to America in 1814 in command
defeated the Americans at Bladens-

burg, burned the capitol and other public buildings at Washington, and

was

killed at

North Point.

Ross Case.

This case, once celebrated because of the question inacquires new importance by
reason of the Supreme Court decision that is recalled and made applicable
to the controversy raised over annexation of islands by the United
States, and the rights that belong to citizens of newly acquired territory.
volved, but for years almost forgotten,

The case referred to was that of a sailor named Ross, who committed
murder on an American vessel in the port of Nagasaki, was convicted by
the Consular Court and sentenced to death, but on commutation by the
President brought here and imprisoned for life in the Albany Penitentiary.
He sued for release on the ground that the criminal jurisdiction
of the United States must everywhere be exercised in obedience to the
Constitution and the guarantees of the Bill of Rights. According to his
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theory, officers of the United States, being creatures of the Constitution,
had no power an3-where except as they obeyed its rules, and the Constitution, by providing in the most general terms that " no person " should

be held to answer for a capital crime except on indictment by a Grand
and that " in all criminal prosecutions " there should be a jury
trial, meant to protect all persons in all places inider the authority of
the civil officers of the United States. The Supreme Court, however, did

Jury,

not agree with him, but said "the Constitution can have no operation
country," that it was established solely " for the United

in another

'

and not

and that
a person could not claim rights under the Constitution of the United
Elsewhere under laws and
States, except within the United States.
treaties the Government's power might operate upon him imhampered
by its rules. The case has been quoted to sustain the view that the Constitution does not necessarily follow the flag, and that a Government
owing its being to the Constitution can exercise sovereign powers beyond the limits of that instrument's application.
States of America,'

Rosser, Tliotnas

I/.,

for countries outside their limits,"

born in

1836, attained the

general in the Confederate service.

rank of major-

He commanded

the

Virginia

cavalry under General Early in 1863, fighting at Cedar Creek,

Rouarie, Armand T. (1756- 1793), came to the United States from
France in 1777. He served with Lafayette in New Jersey and under
General Gates against. Cornwallis. He fought at Warren Tavern, Camden and Yorktown.
Rougfli and Ready, a nickname of
earned during his Mexican campaigns.

President Zachary Taylor,

Rougll Riders. Popular name of the First Volunteer Cavalry in
the Spanish-American War, composed of " cow-boys " and society men.

Roumania. The

United States concluded a consular convention

with Roumania in 1881.

Rousseau, I/Ovell H.

(1818-1869),

Legislature in 1S44 and 1845.

He

was a member

of the Indiana

distinguished himself at the battle of

Buena Vista in the Mexican War. He led a brigade at the battle of
Shiloh and fought at Perryville. He commanded a division of the
Army of the Cumberland at Stone River, Chattanooga and Chickamauga.
He represented Kentucky in the U. S. Congress as a Republican from
1865 to 1867. He was sent to receive Alaska from the Ru.ssian Govern-

ment and

assixme control of the territory in 1867,
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Rowan, Stephen C. (1808-1S90), vice-admiral, came to America
from Ireland. He entered the U. S. navy in 1826. He assisted in the
capture of Monterey and San Diego in 1846 during the Mexican War,
and commanded a naval brigade under Conmiodore Stocton at San
Gabriel and La Mesa. In the Civil War he commanded the " Pawnee "
at Acquia Creek and Hatteras.
He commanded the fleet in the attack
on Roanoke Island in 1862, fought at New Berne and captured Fort
Macon. He commanded "The New Ironsides " off Charleston from
1862 to 1864.
He became superintendent of the Naval Observatory in
18S2.

Royal African Company, an English slave-trading corporation
organized about 1720 for the especial purpose of transporting slaves to
the colonies. In the Carolinas special care was enjoined upon the
Government to encourage this trade.
Ruger, Thomas H., born in
Rappahannock campaign and a
manded

1833,

a division against General

North Carolina

in

1865.

commanded

division

Hood

He became

a

at

a brigade in the
Gettysburg. He com-

in 1S64

and led a division

brigadier-general

in

in

1886.

Retired 1897.

Ruggles, Benjamin (1783-1S57), represented Ohio in the U. S.
Senate as a Democrat from 1S15 to 1S33. He was called the " wheelhorse of the Senate " on account of his industrious habits.
Ruggles, Timothy

(1711-1795), served in the Massachusetts Gen-

between 1739 and 1770. He commanded
a regiment at Crown Point in 1755, was second in command at Lake
George, and led a brigade in General Amherst's Canadian expedition.
When a delegate to the Stamp-Act Congress in New York in 1765, and
eral Court twentj-three years

its

president,

he refused

to

sign

the addresses and petitions.

He

espoused the British cause during the Revolution.

Rule of 1756, a rule of international law laid down b}- the English
Courts in the War of 1756, to the effect that, where a European country
has forbidden trade with its colonies in time of peace, it shall not open
In 1793 the English Prize Courts enforced
it to neutrals in time of war.
this doctrine against

American neutral

carriers, the U. S.

Government

protesting.

"

Rum, Romanism and

Rebellion." At a meeting of clergy, in
denominations were supposed to be represented, held in the
Fifth Avenue Hotel, New York, during the Presidential campaign of

which

all

i84
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1SS4 in the interest of the Republicans. Rev. R. B. Burchard described
the DeuKxrrats as the parry of *" Rntn. Romanism and Rebellion. " This
remark, was tmfurtuiiate for the Repnblicans, and aided in a ereat
measure to "*rin the election for the I>eniocrats.

Rtimford, Beaijamin Thompson, Cotmt 11753-18141, of Massamovements, but the
jealousy of his fello-w-officers in the Xe-w Hampshire regiments alienated his patriotisin. He carried dispatches from Howe to England in
He raised the " King's American Dragoons " in New York in 1781
1776.
and was appointed lieutenant-colonel. He went to England in 17S3. He
chtserts, srmpathized M-ith the pre-Revolutionaiy

entered the service of the Elector of Bavaria, acquired great infiuence,

and was made prime minister and a count in 1790. He contributed
valuable observations and discoveries to science, particularly on the
nature and ejects of heat a^d iz chemistry, of which he was one of the
foonders.

in

Rtunsev, James 1743-1792X of Maryland, invented a steamboat
1 7S6. but died in England before he could perfect his invention.

B.tislu Benjamin '1743-1813). was prominent in the pre-Revolutionarv movements- He was chairman of the committee of the Pennsvlvania Conference which decided for independence. He was a

Continental Congress in 1776 and signed the Declaration
He was physician-general of the Middle Departroesit fnsn 1777 to 1778, and was a member of the Pennsylvania Convention of 17S7. He was treasurer of the U. S. Mint from 1799 to 1813.
His observations and discoveries in medical science were second to

member of the

a£ Independence.

ncme, and he was noted for philanthropy.

•Rnsb, Ricliard

>

17S0-1859),

was Attorney-General

of Pennsylvania

in iSii, Attorney-General of the United States in Madison's Cabinet
from 1S14 to 1S17. temporary Secretary of State in 1817, Minister to

England from 1817 to 1S25, and Secretary of the Treasury in J. Q.
Adams' Cabinet from 1S25 to 1S29. He was candidate for Vice-President of the United States on the ticket with Adams in 1828. He was
Minister to France from 1847 to 1S51. He published " Memorials of a
ResidQice at the Court of

St.

James."

(1830-1893 1. entered the National army in
and served under General Sherman with the rank of lieutenantcolonel from the siege of \'icksburg till 1S65. He represented Wisconsin in the U. S. Congress as a Republican from 1S71 to 1S77. and was

Rusk, Jeremiali M.

1S62.
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Governor of Wisconsin from 18S2 to

iSSS.

He was
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Secretaxv of Agri-

cultore in Harrison's Cabinet from 1S89 to 1S93.

Rusk, Thomas

J. 1S02-1S56). was active in the stmggle of Texas
independence. He represented Texas in the U. S. Senate as a
Democrat from 1S46 to 1S56.
(

for

Russell. Benjamin (1761-1S45), of

llassacliusetts,

founded the

Cormnbiati Ceniiriel. a Federalist organ of great influence, which he
edited till 1S2S. He published the Boston Gazette from 1795 to 1S30.
He originated the phrase '' era of good feeling." and the word " ger-

rymander."

Russell, William E., was

bom in 1S5-. He was mayor of CamHe was Governor of Massachusetts

bridge, Mass.. from 1SS5 to iSSg.

from 1S90 to 1S95. He advocated tariff and industrial reforms, and was
a prominent leader of the young democracy.
Died July 16, 1S96.
Russia has always been particularly friendly to the United
independence immediately upon the settlement
of peace with Great Britain in 17S3. By the Treatv of 1SJL4. the navigation and fisheries of the Pacific were regulated, and a favorable commercial treaty was secured in 1S52 by the ITnited States. A convention

Russia.

States, recognizing its

was concluded in 1S54. Bv the Treatv
American possessions to the United States
An extradition treaty long pending went into e5ect

relative to nentral rights at sea

of 1S67 Russia ceded all its
for ^7,200,000.

June

24, 1S93.

Rutgers College, New Brunswick. N. J. was established by royal
1770 under the name of Queen's Collie. It received its
prefer:* name in 1S25 in honor cf a gift of 1^5.000 from Colonel Henrv
.

c'-irter in

Till 1S65 it was controlled by the synod of the Protestant
Reformed Church, which church must still furnish its president and
three-fourths of its trustees. During the Revolution its exercises were
suspended, and till 1S63 the college suffered from finant-ial embarrassments. Since then it has greatiy increased in endowment and influence.

Rutgers.

vs. Waddington, a case tried before Mayor James Duane,
York, in 17S4. Under the provisions of the "Trespass Act,"
passed some time before by the New York State Legislature. Elizabeth
Rutgers had sued Joshua Waddington, a wealthv Torv merchant, for
unlawful trespass upon and possession of certain real estate. Alexander Hamilton appeared for the defendant. It was alleged that the
Trespass Act was contrary to the provisions of the Treaty of 17S3, by

Rutgers

of

New

1
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which protection was promised the
ciples of the law of nations.

Tories,

The

jurisdiction over acts of Assembly, to set
It

and likewise violated prinassume
them aside on any ground.

court, however, refused to

gave the case to the defendant by an equitable interpretation of the

statute

itself.

Edward

Rutledge,

(1749- 1800), was a delegate from South Caro-

lina to the Continental Congress

Declaration of Independence.

War

in

1776,

from 1774

He was

a

to 1777.

member

He

signed the

of the first Board of

and a member of the committee to draw up Articles of
He was a commissioner to confer with Lord Howe in

Confederation.
1776.

He commanded a company of artillery during the siege of
He was a member of the South Carolina Legislature from

Charleston.

1782 to 1798,

and Governor

of

South Carolina from 1798

to 1800.

Rutledge, John

(1739-1800), an eminent statesman of South Caroattended the Stamp Act Congress of 1765, and the First and
Second Continental Congresses. He was in 1776 the president of the
State Government, and served as Governor 1 779-1 782. He was also Chanlina,

and a member of the Federal Convention of 1787.
Rutledge ranked among the Federalist leaders. President Washington
appointed him in 1795 Chief Justice of the U. S. Supreme Court, but
the nomination was rejected by the Senate.
cellor of the State,

Ryswick, Treaty
was called the War
War.

1697, ended the war which, in Europe,
Grand Alliance in America, King William's

of, in

of the

;
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S.

Sabine Cross Roads,

I^a.

Here during Banks' Red River expedi-

tion of 1864 General Banks' advance-guard of 8,000 Federals was defeated, as it marched toward Shreveport, by 20,000 Confederates led by

Kirby Smith. Banks was totally unprepared for battle, his line of
march extending over twenty miles. Suddenly, April 8, the Confederates emerged from the forest and bore down upon the disorganized line,
and charged the Federals with great fury. Their line gave way almost
inmiediately. The Confederates pursued them over three miles, until,
at Pleasant Grove, Emory's division was met drawn up to receive them.
A brief skirmish followed, and then the Confederates desisted. Banks
lost heavily.

Sackett's Harbor, N. Y. The first attack upon this place in the
of 1812 was made on July 29, 1812, bj^ a fleet of five British vessels
that bombarded the fortifications. They were repulsed with the loss of
thirty-two men killed and wounded the Americans lost not a man.
A second and last attempt was made May 29, 1813. Six British vessels
and forty bateaux with 1,000 troops aboard under command of Governor-General Sir George Prevost, attacked the militia and regulars
under General Jacob Brown. The militia fled at the first fire therefore, the ofificers in charge of the storehouses, thinking the Americans
defeated, set fire to the storehouses, whereby half a million dollars'
worth of supplies were destroyed. General Brown, however, succeeded
in rallying the militia, and the British, believing them to be reinforcements, turned and fled, leaving their dead and wounded behind.

War

;

;

Sacramento,

Cal., was founded in 1841, and became the capital of
It obtained a city charter in 1863.

California in 1845.

Sacramento, N. M., a narrow pass where, February 23, 1847, the
American Colonel Doniphan defeated a force of Chihuahuans four times
superior in numbers to his own.
Sacs, an Algonquin

tribe of Indians formerly centered near the

Detroit River, were driven beyond I^ake Michigan by the Iroquois and
settled near

They aided

Green Bay, where they subsequently joined with the Foxes.
and during the Revolution supported the English,

Pontiac,
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Rock River Sacs aided Great

In 1812 the

they ceded lands.

Their later

Britain.

histor}^ is that of the

In 1S04 and 1816
Foxes.

Safety Fund, the beginning of reform in the banking sj'stem. The
Fund Act was passed by the New York Legislature in 1829, upon
It required that banks
the suggestion of Governor Martin Van Buren.
chartered by the State should pay into the State Treasury a certain percentage of their capital stock to serve as a fund out of which the liabilBut the
ities of any of them that might fail should be made good.
deposit was eventually found too small, and a different system was
Safety

adopted

later.

Sage, Russell, born

in 1816, represented

New York

in the U.

vS.

Whig from 1853 to 1857. He has had immense interests
for many of which he has been a director, and is considered
the richest men in America.

Congress as a
in railroads,
to be

one of

oldest town in the United States, was
by the Spaniards under Menendez in 1565, when a fort was
It was several times attacked by the French, English and
erected.
It came into the possession of the English by the Treaty of
Indians.
1763, was ceded to Spain in 17S3, and transferred to the United States

St.

Augustine, Fla., the

settled

in 1819.

St. Erandan's Isle, a legendary island supposed to have existed to
the southwest of the Canary Islands and to have been discovered by the
Irish Monk, St. Brandan, and seventy-five brother monks in the sixth
century, after seven years spent in the search for the land of saints.
This legend is traceable as far back as the eleventh century. Each of

the various early geographers gives it a different location.
had some influence upon the discover}^ of America.

The legend

by the Confederates, 100
Fry with a gunl)oat, the
"Maurepas," and several batteries. The Federals under Connnander
Kiltv and Colonel Graham stormed and took this place June 17. They
had five gunboats and a regiment.
St. Chatles, Ark., occupied in 1862
strong, under Williams and protected by

(1734-181S), came to America as a British soldier
under General Amherst at Louir^bourg, and distinguished himself at Quebec. Joining the American cause, he accon;panied General Sullivan in the expedition to Canada in 1776. He
commanded a brigade at Trenton and Princeton. He was appointed
major-general and succeeded General Gates at Ticonderoga, which he

St. Clair,

in 1758.

He

Arthur
ser\'ed
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surrendered in 1777. He fought at York town. He represented Pennsylvania in the Continental Congress from 17S5 to 17S7, and was Governor of the Northwest Territory from 1789 to 1S02.
St. John, John P., born in 1S33, served during the Civil War, attaining the rank of lieutenant-colonel. He served in the Kansas Senate

from 1S73 to 1874, and was Governor of Kansas from 1S78 to 1882. He
was the candidate of the Prohibition party for President of the United
States in 1S84.

St.

John's College, Annapolis, Md., was chartered

opened
St.

five 3'ears later.

It

was closed during the

Joseph, Fort, an English

Civil

in

17S4,

War.

fort situated, in 1781, within the lim-

It was captured that same year
Spanish militiamen and sixty Indians 'under Don Eugenio
Pourre, from the Spanish settlement at St. Louis on the Mississippi.
The avowed intention of Spain in this expedition was hostility to England, but in reality it meant proposed encroachment on our possessions,
a fact quickly perceived by John Jay and Benjamin Franklin, then
its

of the present State of Michigan.

by

sixty-five

Ministers at Madrid and Paris, respectively.

Saint I^eger, Barry (1737-1789), came
soldier in 1757.

He commanded

to

America

as

a British

a compan}- at Louisbourg in 1758 and

served under Wolfe at Quebec in 1759. He commanded the British
expedition against Fort Stanwix and distinguished himself by his
strategy at Oriskany.
fare,

From

1780 to 1781 he conducted a guerrilla war-

with headquarters at Montreal.

St. I/Ouis, Mo., settled as a trading post in 1764, was occupied by
Spanish troops in 1771 and was under Spanish rule for thirty years. In
May, 1780, the town was attacked by Indians and thirty citizens killed.
In 1803 it became American, and the seat of government of the " DisIn 1849 St. Louis was visited by an
trict of Louisiana " in 1822 a cit}-.
extensive conflagration which destroyed many of the business houses of
the town. Population in 1810, 1,600 in 1S60, 160,773 in 1890, 450,245.
;

;

;

Saint lyUC, I/a Corne de (1712-1784), was active against the British
during the old French War. He led the Indians on the left coliunn in
Montcalm's expedition against Fort AVilliam Henry. He distinguished
himself at Ticonderoga in 1758.
He engaged in the contests a1)out
Quebec in 1760. He espoused the cause of the crown during the Revolutionary War and received the co-operation of the Indians.
St. IfUSSon,

Simon F.

D., Sieur de, was sent to explore the Lake
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Region in 1670. In 1675 he concluded a treaty with seventeen Indian
tribes and took possession of the conntry for France.

Mary's, the first settlement made in Maryland. Governor Calwith his ship, the " Ark," effected a landing, March 27, 1634, and
the emigrants took possession of their new home, calling it St. Mary's,
The town afterward went to decay.
St.

vert,

settled as a trading post in 1838, and laid out
was the capital of Minnesota from the origination of the
government in 1849.

St. Paul,
in 1849-50.
territorial

Minn., was
It

St. Philip, Fort (Mississippi River, below New Orleans). This
considered the key to Louisiana, was garrisoned by about 400 men
under Major Overton, when, January 9, 1815, an attack upon it was made
fort,

The bombardment lasted nine days and resulted
two Americans and the wounding of seven others. The
In the Civil War, this
British withdrew without capturing the fort.
fort was garrisoned bj' a small Confederate force under General Duncan.
It was
It was on the north side of the bend in the Mississippi River.
bombarded during Farragut's expedition against New Orleans and sur-

by

five British vessels.

in the killing of

rendered to General Butler, April

27, 1862.

St. Regis (on the boundary between Nova Scotia and Canada), an
Indian village occupied by the British, and captured October 22, 181 2,
by Major Young. Forty prisoners, army supplies and a flag were among

the spoils.
St. Simon, an island off the coast of Georgia, south of Savannah,
ceded to James Oglethorpe by the Creek Indians under the treaty of
In 1742 it was attacked by a Spanish fleet of fifty -one sail under
1733.
Monteano, Governor of St. Augustine. Oglethorpe drove off the Spaniards with a small force.

Salaries, Congressional. Clause i of Art. I, Sect. 6, of the Con"the Senators and Representatives shall receive
a compensation for their services, to be ascertained by law, and paid
out of the Treasury of the United States." Under the Articles of Confederation each State provided payment for its own members of Congress, but in the convention of 1787 it was thought best that they be
made independent of their States in this respect. Pinckney suggested
that the Senate, representing the wealth of the country, be allowed no
The First Congress voted
salary, but the proposition was voted down.
that its members be paid |6.oo per day and |6.oo for each twenty miles
stitution provides that
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have been repeatedl}- changed.
from 1S15 to 1817, |i,5oo
per year from 1817 to 1855, |8.oo per day from 1S55 to 1865, |5,ooo
per year from 1865 to 1871, |5,ooo per year from 1871 to 1S74, |7,500
per year and since 1874, |5,ooo per year. The Senators and Representatives have received liie same compensation, except dnring 1795, whenthe Senators received ;{;7.ooper day. The Speaker of the House and the
president pro tempore of the Senate receive |8,ooo per Aear. A mileage
of twenty cents is allowed.
The change in 1816 from |6.oo per day to
1 1, 500 per year was received with great disfavor, as was that of 1873, to
take effect from IMarch 4, 1871, which is known as the " salar}- grab."
All changes in Congressional salaries have been retroactive, covering
from twelve to twenty-four months. Acts affecting salaries prior to
1866 were separate acts. Since then they have frequently been sections
of an appropriation act.
of travel

They Mere

:

From

rates

1789 to 1S15, |6.ooper day

;

;

;

;

;

;

Salaries, Executive. By the Act of Congress of September 24^
and again February 18, 1793, the salary- of the President was made

17S9,

125,000, that of the Vice-President $5,000.

That of the President continued the same until March 3, 1873, when it was raised to 150,000.
The salary of the Vice-President was raised to |S,ooo in 1853, to |io,ooo
March 3, 1873, and was reduced to|8,ooo again January 20, 1874. These
salaries are paid monthly.
A furnished house is provided for the
President. The Constitution provides that a salary shall be voted for
the President, which shall not be diminished during his term of office.

Hence

that part of the "salary

salary was not repealed.

grab"

act of

Of the Cabinet

1873

which

affected his

the Secretary of
State and the Secretary of the Treasury received in 1789 a salary of
13,500, the Secretary of War |3,ooo, the Attorney-General |i,5oo.
The
Postmaster-General had $2,000. In 1819 the salary of the four secreofficers,

taries was made |6,ooo, that of the Postmaster-General $4,000 and that
of the Attorney -General $3,500. In 1853 all were made equal, $8,000
in 1873, $10,000 in 1874, $S,ooo again.
;

;

Salaries, Judicial. The Constitution provides that the salaries of
judges, voted by Congress, shall not be lessened during their term of
office.
When the courts were first organized in 1789, the Chief Justice
of the

each.

Supreme Court was paid $4,000, the Associate
The District Judges received from $1,000 to

Justices $3,500

These
have been raised from time to time. Since March, 1873, the
Chief Justice of the Supreme Court has received $10,500 the Associate
Justices |io,ooo the Circuit Court Judges $6,000 each, and the District
$1,800.

salaries

;

;
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Judges from $3,500 to |5,ooo, until 1891, when the salary of
Judges was fixed at $5, 000.

all District

Salary Grab, the popular name for the general increase in Federal
The Constitution provides for the compensation of the

salaries in 1873.

President, Senators, Representatives, Justices

the Federal treasury.

The Act

of

March

3,

and Federal
1873,

officers from
provided that the

President's salary be increased from $25,000 to $50,000, that of the Chief

from $8,500 to $10,500, those of the Vice-President, Cabinet
Associate Justices and Speaker of the House from $8,000 to
$10,000, and of Senators and Representatives from $5,000 to $7,500.
Another Act, March 4, 1873, was retroactive as regarded the salaries of
members of Congress during the previous two years. This, the essence
salary grab, excited so much indignation that the laws were
of the
repealed, except those affecting the salaries of the President and Jus-

Justice

officers.

'

'

'

'

tices.

of, a secret treaty between France and
by which Louisiana was retroceded by Spain to
France in consideration of an agreement advantageous to the royal
family of Spain relative to Tuscany. This treaty was directly instrumental in bringing about the purchase of Louisiana by the United

San Ildefonso, Treaty

Spain, October

i,

1800,

States in 1803.
of, fought in 1836, was the closing battle of
Texan independence. General Houston, at the head of
about 700 Texans, defeated 1,536 Mexicans under Santa Anna. Many
of General Houston's troops had openly enlisted in New Orleans and
the independence of Texas was looked upon with favor by the U. S.

San Jacinto, Battle

the war for

Government.

San Juan de Ulua, a fortified castle on an island in the harbor of
Vera Cruz, Mexico. General Winfield Scott bombarded the city and
March 29, both city and fort were
fort from March 22 to 28, 1847.
called upon to surrender, and agreed to do so.
San Juan HDl, memorable as being the place of a fierce struggle
between the American and Spanish forces, Julj' i, 1898. Upon the hill
was a strong block-house with several pieces of artillery, and the approach was defended by ditches and heav}' lines of barbed wire. Lieut.
True was selected by General Hawkins to lead a pioneer corps of picked
men from the first brigade and divisions of the 71st N. Y. Vols, and
from the 6th, i6th and 24th regiments of infantry, the latter colored.
This force, commanded by Col. Roosevelt, charged up the hill, cutting
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wires with clippers, and assaulted with such impetuosit}' that the
Spaniards were forced to abandon the block-house and retreat back to

The American

Santiago.
fire,

loss

was severe, having to face a plunging

but the Spanish casualties were

much

greater.

San Juan Question. In negotiating the treaty of 1846, by which
the forty-ninth parallel, from the Rocky Mountains to the sea, was
made the boundary between the American and British possessions, a
controversy arose concerning the course of the line through the channel which divides Vancouver Island from the mainland.
The Americans
contended for the Canal de Haro, the British for the Rosario Strait. To
avoid conflict, it was decided that both nations occupy the island of

San Juan

In 1872 the German Emperor, acting as
America.

at opposite ends.

arbitrator, decided for

San Salvador. A

treaty of amity,

commerce and navigation was

concluded between the United States and San Salvador in 1850. May
23. 1870, an extradition convention was signed, and on December 6 a
treaty of amity,

commerce and consular
was concluded in 1S91.

privileges

was concluded.

A

reciprocity treaty

Sands, Benjamin F.
Fort Caswell in 1862.

(1S11-1S83),

He was

commanded

the " Dacotah " at

senior officer of the North Carolina

Blockading Squadron from 1862 to 1865.
Jackson " in both attacks on Fort Fisher.

He commanded

the "Fort

Sands, Joshua R. (1795-1883), fought in the engagement with the
"Royal George" in 1812. He commanded the "Vixen" during the
Mexican War, fighting at Alvarado, Tabasco, L,aguna and Tuxpan.
Sands, Robert C.
of the

New

(1799-1832), of New York, was assistant editor
from 1S25 to 1827, and of the Commercial

Yoi-k -Review

Advertiser from 1827 to 1832.
" The Talisman."

He

Sandy Creek. An American

wrote with Bryant and Verplanck

flotilla

with supplies for the fleet at
by two gunboats, but

Sackett's Harbor was attacked here

May

defeated and captured them.

British lost sixty-eight killed

wounded and

The

30, 1814,

and

170 prisoners.

Sandys, Sir ^dwin (1561-1629), was an active member of the first
London Company for Virginia. He was made treasurer of the company in 1619. He established representative government in Virginia, and
contributed largely to
ing a charter.

13

its

prosperity.

He

aided the Pilgrims in secur-
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Sandys, George

was treasurer of Virginia from 1621 to
and the first
Virginia, and his translation of Ovid was English America's

He

1624.

ship in

(

1577-1644),

built the first water-mill, the first iron-works

first literary

production.

Santa Anna, I/opez Antonio de
politician, entered the

(1795-1876), a turbulent

Spanish army in Mexico, sided

finallj'

Mexican
with the

opposed Iturbide, and became a politico-military leader of
He was President 1832-1835. The next 3'ear he
marched against the Texan revolutionists, stormed the Alamo, and was
defeated by Houston at San Jacinto and captured. He was head of the
executive in 1839, and again President 1841-1844 overthrown, he was
once more President in 1846, and in 1847 was beaten by Tajdor at Buena
After Scott's victory and conquest of the capital Santa Anna reVista.
signed, but reappeared as President and dictator in 1853-1855. He
frequently attempted to regain power, and was a marshal under the
patriots,

national prominence.

;

empire, but died in obscurity.

Santa Barbara,
1786.

U. S.

Cal., occupies the

site of a

by an earthquake in
troops during Fremont's campaign.
It

was

visited

Santa Fe, N. M., was

first

1806.

mission founded in
was occupied by

It

visited b}' the Spaniards in 1542

settled in 1609, according to the latest authorities.

It

and
was captured by the

Indians in 1680 and the settlement burned. It was recaptured in 1694.
It has suffered several subsequent attacks from the natives, the most
serious being in 1837.
It was occupied August 18, 1846, by an American

army under General Kearny

after a march of sixteen days from Bent's
Fort on the Arkansas River. The occupation was achieved without
bloodshed. From captured parties of scouts it was learned that the
Mexican General Armijo was lying in wait with a large army, but no
engagement took place.

Santa Rosa Island,

Fla., was attacked the night of October 9,
by Confederate soldiers, who surprised and routed Wilson's New
York Zouaves, but were themselves compelled to retire the next day.
1861,

SantiagfO, Battles of (Cuba), July i, 2 and 3, 1898. The American
of about twenty thousand men, commanded by General Shafter,
attacked the Spanish army of an equal number, under Generals Linares
and Toral, driving them back into the city. American loss, 250 men
killed and 1,500 wounded Spanish loss much greater.
On July 3 the
Spanish fleet, viz.: "Cristobal Colon," " Vizcaya," " Almirante
Oquendo,'' " Maria Teresa," " Furor " and " Pluton," under Admiral

army

;
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attempted to escape from the harbor, and was nitt and desthe American fleet, viz.: the "Brooklyn," "Ore<,'on,"
"Texas," " Iowa," " Indiana," "Gloucester," "Vixen" and "New

C'.ervera,

troyed

b}'

York," under Rear- Admiral Schley. Spanish loss, about 600 killed
and 1,700 prisoners. American loss, one killed. Santiago surrendered
to Shafter July 17.
Americans took possession of the city July 18.

Saratoga, Battle of, September 19, October 7, October 17, 177^.
Baum's defeat at Bennington and St. Leger's failure at Fort Stanwix
rendered Burgoyne's position perilous.
The Continental armies were
and there were no signs of help from Howe. Burgoyne
determined to take the offensive and crossed the Hud.son. The Amerdaily increasing,

icans, under Gates, held a strong position at Bemis' Heights.
Burgoyne
decided to storm their encampment and to try to turn their flank simultaneously. His plan was discovered and thwarted by Arnold, who made

a furious opposition until he too was outflanked by Ricdesel, who had
been dispatched against the Heights. It was a €rawn battle. Gates

showed his incompetency by keeping his 11,000 men in camp, while
Arnold with 3,000 held the British in check. The battle was bloody,
both British and Americans losing a fourth of the men engaged. For
eighteen days nothing was done. Then news came to Burgoyne that
his supplies were cut off, and he was forced to engage again, though he
had but 4,000 to oppose to 16,000. Again with 1,500 picked men under
Fraser he tried to turn the American flank and again Arnold thwarted
him. Both Fraser and Arnold were disabled. The Americans gained
the field. October 7, Gates with 20,000 men followed up the retreatiu<'army, who found their passage across the Hudson blocked. No word
reached Burgoyne from Clinton, and he accordingly treated in regard
to surrender.
The terms agreed upon were that the British should
march out with honors of war, lay down their arms, march to Boston,

embark

for England and not serve against Americans again.
This was
called the " Convention of Saratoga," to respect Burgoyne's feelings.
Arms were laid down October 17. Thus failed the first attempt to cut
in twain the American military line.
The Convention was broken by

Congress.

Sargent, Aaron A. (1S27-1S87), represented California in the U. S.
Congress as a Republican from 1861 to 1863, and from 1869 to
1873, and
was a U. S. Senator from 1873 to 1879. He was INIinister to Germany
from 1S82

to 1884.

Sassacus (i56o?-i637), chief of the Pequot Indians, led an attack
on a fort at Saybrook and massacred its inmates. The English under
John Mason destroyed the Pequot settlement in 1637.
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Saulsbury, 351i (1817-1893), represented Delaware iu the U. S.
Senate as a Democrat from 1871 to 1889.

Saulsbury, Willard (1820-1892), was Attorney-General of Delaware
from 1850 to 1855. He represented Delaware in the U. S. Senate as a
Democrat from 1859 to 1871. He earnestly supported the Union and
sought to prevent the Civil War. He formed the famous Saulsbury
combination with his brothers Gove and EH, which ruled Delaware
He was Chancellor of Delaware from 1874 to
politics for thirty years.
1892.

Sault Ste. Marie, Mich., was first settled in 1641 by Jesuits, and
during the seventeenth century was famous as a center for missionary
expeditions and explorations.

Saunders, Alvin, bom in 181 7, was territorial Governor of Nebraska
from 1861 to 1S67. He represented Nebraska in the U. S. Senate as a
Republican from 1877 to 1883.

Saunders, Romulus M.

(1791-1S67), represented North Carolina
Democrat from 1821 to 1827 and from 1841 to
He was Minister to Spain from 1846 to 1849.

in the U. S. Congress as a
1845.

Savage's Station, Va., a battle during McClellan's Peninsular
campaign, occurring June 29, 1862. Magruder, with a detachment of
Lee's arm}-, while moving along the Williamsburg road, came upon
Sumner and Heintzelmau retiring toward Savage's Station with a large
number of McClellan's troops. An engagement immediately took place,
the Confederates attacking Sumner's corps, which was endeavoring to
bar the road into the White Oak Swamp. Sumner maintained his
ground stoutly against repeated assaults, and in the evening the National
army

retired into the

swamp.

Savannah, Ga., was settled in 1733 by Oglethorpe, as the first settlement in the colony. In the Revolution it was captured by the British.
In December, 1778, 3,000 British under Colonel Campbell attacked Savannah. Howe, the American commander, held out against a force
three times his own until a negro guided the British to the American
rear.
The British lost but twenty-four, and secured the capital of
In September, 1779, the French under
Georgia and 400 prisoners.
D'Estaing and the Americans under Lincoln undertook the siege of
Savannah. The plan was to make two real and two feigned attacks before dawn.
The plan miscarried. A brave but unavailing assault was
made, in which Sergeant Jasper distinguished himself by rescuing his
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though twice mortally wounded. After an obstinate struggle of
minutes the assailants were driven back. The British loss was
The French and Americans lost about Soo men. D'Estaing
trifling.
sailed away and Georgia was left in the undisputed possession of the
In 1864 the city was occupied, after ten days' siege and fightBritish.
ing, December 10 to 21, by Sherman as the finale of his celebrated march
Sherman's army was 60,000 strong. Hardee held Savannah
to the sea.
colors,

fifty-five

—

with 15,000 Confederates.
After great difficulty experienced in approaching the town, Sherman began his investment December 10. On
the 1 2th Hazen was sent with his division of the Fifteenth Corps to
capture Fort McAlister, since Sherman desired to communicate with
the Federal fleet, which lay off Savannah under the command of Dahlgren. Hazen took the fort, which was manned by 200 Confederates and
had twenty-three guns, after about fifteen minutes of desperate assault,
and communication with the fleet was established. Thereupon Sherman
summoned Hardee to surrender, but the latter refused. Sherman accordingly put his siege guns in position and prepared for assault.
Hardee, seeing himself about to be surrounded, evacuated the city on
the night of the 20th by means of a pontoon bridge.

Sawyer, Philetus, born in 1816, represented Wisconsin in the U. S.
Congress as a Republican from 1865 to 1875. He was a member of the
U. S. Senate from 1881 to 1893.
Saxe, John O.
distinction

by

his

(1816-1887), was prominent in journalism, but won
poems, mostly humorous.

Saxony. The droit d'aubaine and taxes on emigration were abolished by the Convention of 1845 between the United States and Saxony.
Saybrook, Conn., was founded in 1635 by a party sent out by John
Winthrop, and was given its name in 1639 by George Fen wick, who
conveyed the settlement to the jurisdiction of Connecticut in 1644. It
was named for Lords Saye and Brooke.

Saybrook Platform.

May

13, 1708, at

nial Legislature of Connecticut, a

the siiggestion of the Colo-

synod of four lay delegates and twelve
ministers met at Saybrook to adopt some more energetic system of
church government than then existed. They adopted the Confession of
Faith of the Reforming vSynod held at Boston in 16S0 and provided for
" one consociation or more " of churches in each county " for
mutual
affording to each other such assistance as may be requisite, upon all occasions ecclesiastical," and that a general association of church representatives should meet each year at election time,
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Saye and

William Piennes,

ItOtd (1582-1662), a Puritan
In 1632 he and others
obtained a grant for a colony on the Connecticut River, afterward
In 1633 he
called Saybrook, from his name and that of Lord Brooke.
procured a grant in New Hampshire.
lord,

Sele,

was prominent

in colonization enterprises.

Schafif, Philip, born in Switzerland in 1819, died 1893, was president of the American Bible Revision Committee. He was president of
the Society of Church History from iSSS till his death. He published
an important " History of the Christian Church."

Scliauinburg'-X<ippe.

Schaumburg-Lippe acceded

to the

German

extradition convention with the United States in 1854.

Schell, Augustus (181 2-1884), was chairman of the New York
Democratic Committee from 1853 to 1856, and of the National CommitAfter the overthrow of the Tweed ring he was
tee in i860 and 1872.
active in reorganizing

Tamman)^

Schenectady, N. Y., was settled in 1661 by Arent Van Corlear,
who erected a fort here. The Indians and French massacred nearly all
the inhabitants on February 9, 1690, and in 1748 again a large
It was incorporated as a city in 1798.
of people were killed.
College was incorporated here in 1795.

Schenk, Robert C.
Whig from

Congress as a

number
Union

(1809-1890), represented Ohio in the U. S.
He was Minister to Brazil from
1S43 to 1851.

He comunder General Rosecrans in
the vShenandoah Vallej'. He led a division at Cross Keys and was engaged in the second battle of Bull Run. He again .served in the U. S.
Congress as a Republican from 1863 to 1871. He served on the Joint
High Commission which negotiated the Treaty of Washington, and was
Minister to England 1871 to 1876.
185 1

to 1853,

manded

negotiating important commercial treaties.

a brigade at Bull Run,

and

.served

Schley, Winfield Scott, born near Frederick, Maryland, 1839.
Appointed to Naval Academy, Annapolis, 1S56, graduated 1S60. Served
on frigate " Niagara," and promoted to be master 1861. In 1862, as lieutenant, he served in the West Gulf Blockading Squadron, and was in
engagements leading to capture of Port Hudson 1863. In 1866 he was
executive officer of the gunboat " Wateree." He was on the A.siatic
In
station and witnessed the attack on Salu River forts in Korea 1871.
1872 he was placed at the head of department of modern languages at
Annapolis, afterwards (1874) promoted commander, and in 1884 com-
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manded

the relief expedition that rescued Lieutenant Greeley and six
was awarded a gold watch from
his native State and a gold medal from the Humane Society of Mass.
He became captain 1888, and as commander of the " Baltimore " settled
survivors at Cape Sabine, for which he

trouble at Valparaiso, Chili, 1891, where several American sailors were

stoned bj- a mob. He carried Ericsson's body to Sweden, 1S91, and received a gold medal from the King of Sweden.
He conmiaiuled the
cruiser " Brooklyn " and was placed in command of the flying squadron
on duty in Cuban waters in war with Spain. He was in inmiediate
conmiand at the destruction of Cervera's fleet July 3, 1898, for which
gallant act he was promoted to be rear-admiral, August, 1898. His present position (1900)

is

rear-admiral of the South Atlantic Squadron.

Schlosser, Port, near Niagara, a fort held by Major Mallory,
which was captured and burned by the British, December, 1813, during
the raid of Colonel Murraj* in retaliating for the burning of Newark.
Scliofield, John M., born in 1831, was graduated at West Point in
In the beginning of the war he served in Missouri. Afterward

1853.

he held command of that department and later of the Department of
the Ohio. In the Atlanta campaign he commanded a corps. He defeated Hood at the battle of Franklin, November 30, 1864, and fought
In the beginning of 1865 he comat the following battle of Nashville.
manded in North Carolina, and united his force with Sherman's army.
He was then sent on a special mission to France. Since that time he
has been a department commander, except in 1868-1869, when he was
Secretar}' of War, and 1876- 1881, when he was superintendent at West
Point.
He was made major-general in 1869, and succeeded Sheridan as
commander-in-chief in 1888. Retired September 29, 1S95, but was
military adviser of the President during the Spanish-A»merican War.

Schoolcraft, Henry Rowe (1793- 1864), an expert on Indian
and ethnologist, studied the natural sciences and passed many

affairs

years as Indian agent for the

Lakes,

Mackinaw was

Government

his headquarters.

in the region of the Great

He

led a

Government expe-

At various times he was commissioned in regard to
Indian matters. Besides poems, Schoolcraft wrote a number of books
of travel, and works relating to American languages and antiquities.
dition in 1832.

Schools.
lic

school,

was

first

/.

There has been much controversy as to whether the pubthe school supported by the public and free to the poor,

e.

,

established in

New England

(Massachusetts) or in

laud, with the weight of evidence inclining to the latter.

New NetherThe Boston
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Latin Scliool seems to be the direct successor of one founded in 1635,
the Roxbury Latin School was founded in 1657, the Penn Charter
School at Philadelphia in 1698. Governor Berkeley's famous remark
made in 1670, that he thanked God there were no free schools in Vir-

The South being thinly settled, efforts to mainwere seldom successful. Boys were sent abroad, or were
educated by tutors or by the parish clergyman or by lettered servants.
In New England a certain amount of education was general and compulsory. The Society for the Propagation of the Gospel in Foreign

ginia, is often quoted.

tain schools

Parts did something for education in American colonies. The disorders
of the Revolutionary period probably caused some falling off in elementary education. The Constitution left the matter to the States.
" Blair Bill," which passed the Senate in 1884 and 1886, proposing
to give Federal money to States, in proportion to the number of their
illiterates, for education, was defeated in the House.

The

of Massachusetts, born in 1839, has published
valuable legal treatises and an excellent " History of the United
States under the Constitution," in five volumes. Since 1889 he has
lectured on American History at the Johns Hopkins University.

Schouler, James,

many

Schurman, Jacob

G., born in 1854, Canadian educator, became

professor of philosophy at Cornell University in 1884, and its president
in 1892. He has published " Kantian Ethics and the Ethics of Evolution," and "

The Ethical Import

of

Darwinism."

Philippine Commis-

sioner in 1899.

Schurz, Carl, was born in 1829 at Cologne, in Prussia. He took
movements of 1849, escaped from Germany,
and eventually settled in the United States. He soon attracted attention
as an able political orator President Lincoln appointed him Minister
He commanded
to Spain in 186 1, but he resigned and entered the army.
part in the revolutionary

;

a division at the second battle of Bull

Run and

had charge

After the war he was a journalist.

of a corps at Gettysburg.

at Chancellorsville,

and

In 1869-1S75 he was Republican U. S. Senator from Missouri. He was
active in the Liberal Republican movement of 1872.
He was Secretary
editor of the
of the Interior in President Ha5'es' Cabinet 1877-1881
New York Evening Post 1881-1884, and has since been engaged in
;

business.

Schuyler, ^Eugene ( 1840-1890) was U. S. Consul at Moscow from
1866 to 1869, and at Reval from 1869 to 1870. He was secretary of the
U. S, Legation at St, Petersburg from 1870 to 1876 was Consul-Gen,

;
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from 1876 to 1S78 Consul at Birmingham, Engfrom 1878 to 1879 Charge d' Affaires and Consul-General at
Bucharest, from 18S0 to 1882, and Minister Resident and Consul-General
to Greece, Roumauia and Servia, from 1882 to 1884.
He wrote a work
on Turkestan, and "American Diplomacy and the Furtherance of
Commerce."
eral at Constantinople

;

land,

;

Schuyler, Peter

(1657-1724), enjoyed great influence with the Five

Nations and negotiated

many

against the French on

Lake Champlain

command

in the expedition against

England with

five

against the French.

He commanded an expedition
in 1691.
He was second in
Montreal in 1709. He went to

treaties.

Indian chiefs in 1710 to solicit \ngorous measures
He was acting Governor of New York from 17

19

to 1720.

Schuyler, Peter (1710-1762),

when captured by Montcalm

of

in 1756.

New York, commanded Oswego
He led a regiment in 1759 under

General Amherst during the conquest of Canada.

Schuyler, Philip John (November 22, 1733— November 18, 1804),
an American general and statesman, was born at Albany. He fought in
the French and Indian War, and was afterward a member of the New
York Assembly and one of the leaders among the patriots. He was a
delegate to the first Continental Congress in 1774, and was included in
the first list of major-generals in the next year. Schuyler's familiarity
with Northern New York fitted him for his assignment to the command
in that region.
There was soon unfortunately a divided authority in
that department, as intrigues gave a command there also to General
Gates. Schuyler was, in 1777, reinstated, and put in charge of the
defense against Burgoyne's invasion. Before he could reap the results
of his efforts he was superseded by Gates.
General Schuyler resigned
from the army in 1779, but continued to be a trusted adviser of Washington and Indian commissioner. He was frequentl^'^ State Senator, and
was a Federalist U. S. Senator in 1789-1791 and 1797-1798. He was a
strong advocate of the canal system in the State.
Schuyler, Fort.

After Herkimer's defeat at Oriskany there was
Leger's descending upon Albany. All depended upon
the relief of Fort Schuyler. Contrary to the advice of his officers.
General Schuyler sent a relief party of 800 volunteers. The fort was

danger of

relieved

St.

and

St.

Leger's troops dispersed (August

Schwatka, Frederick

(1849-1892),

16, 1777).

commanded

the Arctic expedi-
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ill

1889 he

187S which discovered traces of Sir John Franklin's party.

made

In

valuable discoveries relating to Aztec civilization.

Company,

a land-speculating organization formed in 1787
Ohio and Scioto. John Cleves
Symmes, Joel Barlow and William Duer, of New York, were largely
Barlow was sent to Europe in the company's interest as
interested.

Scioto

for the purchase of territory along the

emigration agent.

Symmes

parceled out the lands to other parties, the

which now embraces the city of Cincinnati falling to the share of
Matthias Denman, Robert Patterson and John Tilson, of New Jersey.

tract

Scofield, Glenni W. (1817-1891), represented Pennsylvania in the
U. S. Congress as a Republican from 1863 to 1875. He was Register of
the U. S. Treasury from 1S78 to 1881, and a Jusf'ce of the U. S. Court
of Claims

from i88r to

1891.

Scotch-Irisli, the name used in America to designate immigrants
from the north of Ireland, mostly Presbyterians of Scotch descent.
Scots had been settled in the north of Ireland during the " Plantation
Thence some came to America early.
of Ulster " in the reign of James I.
But the large emigrations were just after the famous siege of Londonderry in 1689, and again in 17 18 and the years immediately succeeding.
The largest settlements of them were made in the hilly parts of PennIn all
sylvania, in the valley of the Shenandoah, and in the Carolinas.
these, they occupied the highland regions, back from the coast, and
formed a sturdy, independent, Presbyterian population. Jackson, Calhoun, and many other eminent men were of this stock. In New England their chief settlements were at Londonderry, Antrim, etc., in New
Hampshire, founded about 1719.

Scotch-Irish Congresses. The first was held at Columbia, Tenn.,
May, 1889, at which time the Scotch-Irish Society was organized.
The purpose of the society and the yearly conventions is the preservaThe second Congress was
tion of Scotch-Irish history and associations.
in

—

at Pittsburgh, Pa., May 29 June i, 1890 the third at LouisKy., May, 1891 the fourth at Atlanta, Ga., April 28, 1892 the
the sixth at Des Moines, Iowa,
at Springfield, Ohio, in May, 1893

convened
ville,

fifth

;

;

;

I

in June, 1894.

Scott, Dred (i8io?-after 1857), a negro slave born in Missouri.
His suit for freedom is known as the Dred Scott case. He was afterward owned by C. C. Chafee, of Massachusetts. In 1857 he was emancipated in St. Louis,
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John M. (1730-17S4), was one of the founders of the Sons of
He advocated extreme measures against England. He commanded a brigade at Long Island, and represented New York in the
Scott,

Liberty.

Continental Congress from 1780 to 1783.

Scott, Robert K., born in 1826, commanded a regiment at Fort
Donelson and Shiloh. He led a brigade at Hatchie River and a division
at Port Gibson and Champion Hills,
He was Governor of South
Carolina from 1S68 to 187 1,
Scott,

Thomas

A. (1824-1881), won

distinction in the

management

His energy and business qualifications contributed largely
to the success of the Pennsylvania Railroad system.
of railroads.

Scott, Winfield (June 13, 1786— May 29, 1866), a distinguished
American general, was born near Petersburg, Va. Educated at William
and Mary College, he entered the army at the age of twenty-two. In
the opening year of the War of 181 2 he was taken prisoner at the battle
of Oueenstown Heights.
Being released, he served in the campaign of
1813, was made a brigadier-general, and distinguished himself at the
battles of Chippewa and Bridgewater in 1814.
He was promoted to be
major-general, and saw little more service for a generation. In the
Nullification excitement he commanded at Charleston, and he served
against the Seminoles and Creeks, succeeding Macomb as commanderin-chief of the U. S. army in 1841.
In the second year of the Mexican
War General Scott took command of the main army. He besieged and
took Vera Cruz, stormed Cerro Gordo, and reached Puebla. Having
rested his army, he pushed on to the plain of the capital, won the
victories of Contreras, Churubusco, Molino del Rey and Chapultepec,
and entered the city of Mexico, September 14, 1847. In 1852 he was the
Whig candidate for President, and was overwhelmingly defeated by
Pierce.
Later he was engaged on a commission for rectifying the
boundary line with Great Britain. The outbreak of the war found him
still in command of the army, but he retired in October, 1861.
Scott's
imposing stature, strict discipline, and attachment to military etiquette
won for him the epithet of Old Fuss and Feathers.
'

'

'

Scott I^aw, a liquor law passed by the Legislature of Ohio in 1883.
the selling of liquor on Sunday levies a tax of |20o yearly
on general liquor dealers, and |ioo on sellers of malt liquors, the whole
tax to go into the county and municipal treasuries.
It forbids

;

" Scribner's Monthly," projected by James G. Holland and RosNew York. In 1881 this company sold out to

well B. Smith in 1870 at
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new company formed by Smith,
same year. The Scribner's

wliich began the Century

Magazine

I\Iagazine was re-established in 1887.

in the

Scrooby, a small hamlet in the northern part of Nottinghamshire,
England, one of the strongholds of Puritanism in the latter part of the
sixteenth century.

Thence came a number

of the Pilgrim Fathers.

Scrub Race. The Presidential campaign and election of 1824 was
termed the " scrub race." The candidates were not nominated hy Congressional caucus, as had been the custom.
Crawford, of Georgia, was
put forward by a qiiasi-caucus New England's candidate was John Q.
Adams Clay was nominated by Kentucky, Louisiana, Missouri, Illinois
and Ohio and Andrew Jackson by Tennessee and other States. Jackson received the largest popular vote, but Adams was chosen by the
House.
;

;

;

Scudder, Horace 'E^., of Massachusetts, was born in 1838. He has
published the series of " American Commonwealth," " Men and Manners in America," "Noah Webster," and a "History of the United
He has lately been the editor of the Atlantic Monthly.
States."

Seabury, Samuel (1729-1796), of New York, clergyman, was obnoxious to the colonists on account of the publication of pamphlets
A Westchester Farmer, entitled Free Thoughts on the
signed
Proceedings of the Continental Congress," " The Congress Canvassed,"
and A View of the Controversy between Great Britain and her Colonies." He was made Bishop of Connecticut in 17S4, one of the first
three Episcopal bishops. He was prominent in the organization of the
Episcopal Church in America.
'

'

'

'

'

'

'

'

Seal, Confederate, adopted by the Confederate Congress, April 30,
was designed by Thomas J. Semmes, of Louisiana. The device
represents an equestrian portrait of Washington, surrounded by the
principal agricultural products of the Confederacy.
1863,

Seal of the United States. July 4, 1776, Congress appointed
Benjamin Franklin, John Adams and Thomas Jefferson a committee to
prepare a device for the great seal of the United States. The committee
reported various devices during several years. William Barton, of
Philadelphia, was appointed to submit designs. Sir John Prestwich, an
English antiquarian, suggested a design to John Adams in 1779. Combining the various designs of Barton and Prestwich, a seal was adopted
June 20, 1782. Arms Paleways of thirteen pieces argent and gules a
chief azure the escutcheon on the breast of the American eagle dis:

;

;
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plajed proper, holding in his dexter talon an olive branch and in his
bundle of thirteen arrows and in his beak a scroll with the
motto
Pluribus Ununi. Crest a glory breaking through a cloud
proper and surrounding thirteen stars. Reverse A pyramid unfinished.
In the zenith an eye in a triangle, surrounded with a glor}' proper, over
the eye the words, A^inuit Cocptis. Beneath the pyramid, MDCCL,XXVI,
and words, Novus Ordo Seciiloruin.
sinister a
:

;

E

:

:

Search. Great Britain, in the period before the War of 1812, claimed
and exercised the right of search on two grounds. Search was made
for deserting English sailors, and many American seamen M'ere impressed as such, and search was made for such goods as were declared
subject to confiscation in accordance with the paper blockade of the
Continent and the Orders-in-Council. This was one of the grievances

on account of which the War of 1812 was begun, but was not remedied
by the Treaty of Ghent. The right of search for the purposes of suppression of the slave-trade was carefully regulated by several treaties
between Great Britain and the United States.

Seaton, William W. (1785-1866), was joint editor with Joseph
Gales of the National Intelligencer from 1812 to 1S60, and sole editor
from i860 to 1866. With Mr. Gales he published " Annals of Congress
from 1798 to 1824," " Register of Debates in Congress from 1824 to 1837,"
and "American State Papers."

Seboney, a

village near Santiago, Cuba,

scene of a sharp struggle

between the American and Spanish forces, June 23, 1898. Four troups
of Rough Riders, vmder Colonels Wood and Roosevelt, were ambushed
at this point and sixteen Americans vvere killed.
Notwithstanding
their surprise and losses the Americans charged up the hill with such
amazing intrepidity that the Spaniards abandoned their block-house and
fortified position, leaving forty of their dead behind.

Secession. After the adoption of the Constitution of 1787 the
thought that the States were sovereign remained familiar to the minds
of n:any, if not most, Americans.
This led easily to the thought of secession by a State or States as a remedy for aggressive action on the
part of the Federal Government. The Federalists of New England

made

threats of secession in 181 1

gan to be foremost among

and

political

1814.
issues,

As the slavery agitation besecession was extensively

suggested as the constitutional right of the Southern States if the system
of slaverj' was attacked.
South Carolina was ready to secede in 1850.
In i860, upon news of the election of Lincoln, she did so, December 20,
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by convention, which passed an ordinance purporting to repeal her
adoption of the Constitution in 17S8 and to revive her independence.
Mississippi seceded January 9, 1S61, Florida January 10, Alabama January ir, Georgia January 19, Louisiana January 26, Texas February i,—
These seven States formed the Confederate States
all by conventions.
of America,

February

4,

1861.

Buchanan's government could find no

constitutional warrant for coercing a seceded vState.

After the firing

on Fort Sumter and the decision of Mr. Lincoln and the North to suppress rebellion by armed force, four more States seceded Arkansas
May 6, North Carolina May 20, Virginia May 23, Tennessee June 8. In
most of these States there had been strong opposition to secession, but
on the ground that it was inexpedient. That a State had a right to
secede was the nearly universal belief. The National Government

—

never recognized this right, nor the validity of the ordinances.

Secord, Mrs. I^aura, a small and delicate woman living at Queenstown, who, learning that Colonel Boerstler, with six hundred men and
two pieces of artillery, was marching on Fort George, where a large

amount
garrison.

of stores

On

was

collected,

determined

if

the 23d of June, 1814, a very hot

possible to save the

summer

day, she

made

a circuitous journey of nineteen miles on foot to the quarters of Lieuten-

ant Fitzgibbon at Beaver Dams and acquainted that oflicer with the
Fitzgibbon brought the Indian forces under John
British purpose.

Brant to his a.ssistance, who fell upon the British with such fury that
the whole of Boerstler's force surrendered.

Secretaries. The first heads of executive departments bearing this
were instituted in 1781. (See art. Executive, and those on the
several departments now represented in the Cabinet.)
title

Seddon, James A. (1815-1880), represented Virginia in the U. S.
Congress as a Democrat from 1845 to 1847 and from 1849 to 1851. He
was Confederate Secretary of War from 1862 to 1865.

Sedgwick, Catherine Maria (1789-1867), of Massachusetts, esmanaged a private school from 1813 to 1863. She published many novels illustrative of American life and manners.
tablished and

Sedgwick, John (1813-1864), graduated at West Point in 1837, and
served in the Seminole and Mexican Wars. In the opening phase of
the Rebellion he led a brigade in the Army of the Potomac, and commanded a division at Fair Oaks, the Seven Days' Battles and Antietam.
He was a corps general at Chancellorsville, and directed the left wing
at Gettysburg.
In November, 1863, he captured a Confederate division
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In the terrible fighting of the Wilderness Genand was killed at Spottsylvania.

as usual foremost,

Sedgwick, Robert ( 159^-1656), came to Massachusetts about 1635
from England. In 1652 he became commander of the Massachusetts
militia.
He engaged in the expedition against Penobscot in 1654 and
against the Spanish West Indies in 1655.
Sedgwick, Theodore (1746-1813), represented Massachusetts in
the Continental Congress from 1785 to 1786. He served
in the U. S.
Congress as a Federalist from i7S9to 1796 and in the U. S.
Senate from
1796 to 1799. He was Speaker of the U. S. House of Representatives
from 1799 to 1801. He was a Judge of the Massachusetts
Supreme
Court from 1S02 to 18 13.
Sedition I,aw. The Sedition law was an act passed bj' the Federal
majority in Congress in 1798. It was passed in order to put an
end to
the scurrilous and abusive tone of the press, which was largely controlled
by aliens, French, English, Irish and Scotch refugees. It was modeled
on two English acts of 1795. It provided heavy fines and imprisonment
any who should combine or conspire against the operations of the
Government, or should write, print or publish any "false, scandalous
and malicious writings " against it or either House of Congress, or the
President, with intent to bring contempt upon them or to stir up sedition
truth of the libel could be offered in defense. The Alien and
Sedition laws called out the Virginia and Kentucky resolutions, and by
for

;

their severity occasioned the fall of the Federal party.

Seelye, Julius H., born in 1824, was professor of mental and moral
philosophy at Amherst College from 1858 to 1875, and its president
from 1877 to 1891. He represented Massachusetts in the U. S. Congress
as a Republican

from 1875 to

1877.

Died

1895.

Selectmen, the chief officers of a New England town. English
parishes had their vestries, which were of two sorts, common vestries,
composed of
cerns were

all

the ratepayers, and select vestries.

managed by

In the

latter,

con-

Hence the term selectmen,
as used in New England, for the governing board of a town.
The
practice is found in Massachusetts as early as the issue of the " Body of
Liberties. "
The selectmen acted under the orders of the town -meeting.
Selfridge,
Vicksburg.

Thomas

seiect vestrymen.

O., born in 1837, commanded a siege batter>- at
the " Osage " in the Red River expedi-

He commanded
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and the "Huron" at Fort Fisher.
courage and coolness.
tiou,

Seminole War.
composed

The Seminoles were

He was

distinguished for

a nation of Florida Indians,

and remnants of other tribes. During the
War of 1812, the British had been materially aided by the Seminoles.
The combined British and Indian stronghold the " Negro Fort," on
the Appalachicola was a constant menace to Georgia. During 1817,
there were constant collisions and massacres of the whites. General
Gaines accomplished little. Florida was then held by Spain. In January, 1818, Andrew Jackson was given command, and in less than six
months completely reduced the Seminoles, burning their towns and defeating them day after day. Ambrister and Arbuthnot, English adventurers in league with the Spanish and Indians, were summarily hanged.
Pensacola was captured and the whole of East Florida was taken posseschiefly of Creeks

—

—

sion

After the acquisition of Florida,

of.

noles.

The Government endeavored

many

slaves fled to the Semi-

to recover them,

and

to force the

Seminoles to remove to the West. War with the Seminoles ensued and
was carried on with severity on both sides. General Thompson, the U. S.
agent, finding their chiefs opposed to migration, put Osceola in chains.
War folloTTcd, and Osceola killed Thompson and others at Fort King
on December 28, 1835, and cut to pieces a body of troops under Major
Dade. After a most disastrous struggle they were partially conquered,
and in 1837 agreed to emigrate. Osceola, however, fled and renewed
the war. He was finally taken by treachery and the conflict ended
By treaty of 1845 the Seminoles were removed west of the
(1842).
Mississippi
in 1856 they were assigned lands west of the Creeks.
;

Semmes, Raphael
many

served for

War, and

(1809-1877), a Confederate naval

commander,

years in the American navy, including the Mexican

Southern side. In the period just before
he was very active in procuring supplies for the naval department of the new Confederacy.
As commander
of the " Sumter" he captured many American merchantmen until he
was blockaded at Tangier. He then sold the " Sumter," and in 1863
assumed charge of the " Alabama." In this privateer he made sixty -two
captures, but the " Alabama's " career was ended off Cherbourg, June
(See "Alabama" and " Kearsarge.")
19, 1864, by the " Kearsarge."
Semmes escaped in a British vessel, made his way to the South, and was
appointed rear-admiral. He was arrested in 1865 after the close of the
war, but was released.
the

in 1861 joined the

commencement

Senate.

of hostilities,

The name Senate was

first

applied to an American institu-

TH3aie3R9
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PORTRAIT GALLERY OF OUR PRESIDENTS.

James Knox

Polk, eltvcnth President, was a native of Mecklenburg Cormty, N.

born November
nessee, 1844,

Zachary

C,

He was elected as a Democrat, from Tenone term. He died in Nnshville, Jtiiie'iS, 1849.

2, 1795.

and served

Tayfor, twelfth President, was born in Orange County, Va., September
1784.

He was

only half his

terra,

elected as a

dying

at

Whig, from Louisiana,

Washington, July

1848,

9, 1850.

Millard Fillmore, thirteenth President, was born in Sunimerville, N.
iSoi).

and

He was

."jiicceeded to

January

7,

with Taylor,

the Presidency upon the latter's death, serving out

He

died at Buffalo,

Rutherford Birchard Hayes, nineteenth President, was born
tober

wa.s

November

puiHicau irom his native State,

taking his seat, he was

8, 1874.

<)i

He

died at his

home

in

17, 1S93.

President,

County, Ohio,

March

at Delaware, Ohio.

elected President from Ohio ou

and served one term.

Frcnionl, Ohio. January
Garfield, twentieth

He was

4, 1822.

the Rei)ublican ticket

.shot

sylvania railroad depot at

summer and

Y.,

New York

elected Vice-President from

the remainder of Taylor's term.

James Abram

24,

but served

born
19, 1831.

1880,

near Orange,

He was

but on June

2,

Cuyahoga

elected as a Re-

three

months

alter

by a fanatic named Guiteau, in the Penn-

Washington.

died at Klberon.

New

He

lingered through the

Jersey, September

19, i88i.

THE NEW YORK
PUBLIC LIBRARY,
AND
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FOUNDATIONS^
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Thence it was
in the Virginia Constitution of 1776.
those States whose legislatures were organized with two
State Senates were in some cases elected by voters hav-

government

adopted into

all

branches. The
ing a higher property qualification than the electors of the lower branch.
In the deliberations of 17S7 the Federal Upper House was at first designated as the " second branch." The name Senate first appears in the

One of the chief comproreport of the committee of detail, August 6.
mises cf the Constitution was that effected by Connecticut which harmonized the conflicting interests of large and small States by arranging
while Representatives should be apportioned to population, each

that,

State should have two Senators, chosen by the State Legislature. In
1789 the Senate was divided into three classes by lot, one-third retiring

every two years. Down to 1795 the Senate sat with closed doors. Invested with the executive powers of concurrence in appointments and
treaties, it has been, as a rule, stronger than the House, though the reElections of Senators were not
verse is usually true of upper Houses.
governed by any Federal law until 1866, when an act was passed pro-

viding for the present

mode

of election.

Senecas, a tribe of Iroquois Indians, lived in Western New York.
They allied themselves with Pontiac, destroying Venango, attacking Fort
Niagara, and cutting off an army train near Devil's Hole in 1763. During the Revolution they favored the English. General Sullivan invaded their territory and devastated it. They made peace in 1784. They
ceded a great part of their land, and in 181 2 joined the American cause,
though a part in Ohio joined the hostile tribes of the West, making
peace in 1815. This band removed to Indian Territory in 1831, but the
rest

remained in

New

York.

Separatists, a sect which arose, chiefly in the North of England,
about 1567, inspired by the exhortations of ministers who believed the
gospel should be preached freely and "the sacraments administered
without idolatrous gear," and who. like Robert Brown, called upon the
people to " separate " from the Church of England. A number of them
emigrated to Holland in 160S. Their chief strength was about Scrooby,
in

Nottinghamshire.

A number

of the Pilgrim Fathers belonged to

this sect.

Separatists (of ^oar), the inhabitants of a communistic settlement
Ohio called Zoar. They originated in Wiirttemberg, whence, in
1817, a number of them emigrated to this country to secure religious
freedom. They were dissenters from the Established Church. Arriv-

in

ing at Philadelphia, they procured a tract of 6,500 acres of land in Ohio,
14
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and founded the village of Zoar, choosing Joseph Baunieler as leader. It
was not their original intention to form a communistic society, but neAt first marriage was prohibited,
cessity compelled them to do so later.
but in 1830 this rule was abolished.

Sergeant, John (i 779-1852), represented Pennsylvania in the
U. S. Congress as a Federalist from 1815 to 1823, from 1827 to 1829, and
from 1837 to 1842. He was the Whig candidate for the Vice-Presidency
in 1832,

on the ticket

Servia.

vv^ith

The United

Clay.

States concluded

commercial and consular

conventions with Servua in 1881.

Seven Days, an unbroken series of battles between the Federal and
Confederate troops, June 26 to July 2, 1862, known as the Seven Days'
Fight around Richmond. McClellan's army was 92,500 strong, June
26 Lee's forces numbered about 85,000. McClellan lying quiet, L,ee
left Magruder to defend Richmond, and planned, with his main force,
to unite with Jackson and crush Porter, who was lying on the north of
the Chickahominy. He defeated him at Gaines Mills and cut off
;

McClellan's communications to the north. That general determined
to change his base to the James, which he did at the expense of conArriving there, he was forced to withdraw and end the
tinual fighting.

campaign. (See Mechanicsville, Gaines Mills, Savage's Station, FrayFarm, White Oak Swamp, Malvern Hill.)

ser's

Seven Pines, or Fair Oaks, Va. May 31, 1862, McClellan's army
had crossed the Chickahominy and advanced toward Richmond.
Johnston, with a heavy force of Confederates, attacked Keyes' corps at
Seven Pines. Keyes defended himself stoutly, but the rain had washed
away the bridges over the Chickahominy and reinforcements came up
After protracted and fierce
slowly, so he held his line with difficulty.
fighting, reinforcements came up under Sumner, and the Confederates
were repulsed, Johnston himself receiving severe wounds.
Seven-thirties, treasury notes of the United States bearing interest
at the rate of 7.30 per cent, per

annum

(.02

per cent, a day).

They

authorized in order to meet the expenses of the war by act of
The total amount issued, before the war was concluded,
1861.

were

first

July

17,

amounted

to 1830,000,000.

Seven Years* War, a war between England and Prussia on the
one hand, and France and Austria on the other, lasting from 1756 to 1763.
A part of it went on in India, and a part in America. The latter phase
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of it is in American history called the
French and Indian War
The
war was concluded by the Treaty of Paris in
1763, France losing Canada
and Louisiana,

Seventli of March Speech, Daniel Webster's
celebrated speech
the Union and Constitution," in the
Senate, March

"For

7

1850

It

essentially approved of the Clay Compromise
and advocated yielding
on the part of Northern abolitionists to Southern
slavery principles in
order to maintain the Union in harmony.
Calhoun's doctrine of peaceable secession was denounced as impossible.

Sevier,

was born

John

(1745-1815), one of the chief pioneers of the
West
and was a hardy Indian fighter from his
early
present at the battle of Point Pleasant in
1774, and was

m Virginia,

years.
He was
one of the commanders at King's Mountain in
1780.
When the Ten
nessee district of North Carolina in
1784 declared its independence as
the State of Franklin, it chose Sevier for
Governor. He assumed the
office, but the temporary State was
soon taken back. Sevier became Congressman in 1790. AVhen Tennessee finally entered
the Union he was
its first Governor, serving from
1796 to 1803.
He was again Congressman from 181 1 to 1815.

Sewall, Samuel (1652-1730), Chief Justice of
Massachusetts came
America from England in 1661. He was an
"assistant " of Massa
chusetts from 1684 to 16S8, a member of the
Executive Council from
1692 to 1725, and judge of the probate court from
1692 to 1718
He
was prominent in the Salem witchcraft trials
and afterward publicly
acknowledged his error. He was Chief Justice from
171S to 1728
He
to

published " The Selling of Joseph," one of
the first tracts advocating
the rights of slaves, and kept a diary,
since published, which gives an
interesting and amusing picture of life in
Puritan Boston.

Seward,

Frederick W., born in 1830, son of W. H. Seward
was
Assistant U. S. Secretary of State from
1861 to 1S69 and from 1S77 to
He published the " Life and Letters of William
1881.
H. Seward."

Seward, George F., born in 1840, was Consul at Shanghai,
China
from 1861 to 1863, Consul-Generalto China
from 1S63 to 1876, and Minister to China from 1S76 to 1880.
Seward, William

Henry (May 16, 1801-October 10, 1872) a dio,tinguished American statesman, was
born in Orange County N Y
He was graduated at Union College in 1820, and
having studied law he
entered on its practice at Auburn.
The anti-Masonic excitement broke
_
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out soon afterward, and Seward was carried into the State Senate on a
wave of this feeling in 1830. In 1834 he was defeated as the Whig
candidate for Governor. About this time began the political partnership of Thurlow Weed, Horace Greeley and Seward, which was farreaching in its influence on vState and National affairs. Seward was

In 1849 ^^^ entered the U. S. Senate. He was
one of the leaders of the anti-slavery men, and when the
Republican party was formed he was among its foremost orators.
Among his numerous speeches were that in 1850, which spoke of the
"higher law," and the "irrepressible conflict" oration of 1858. In
1S60, at the Chicago Convention, vSeward was at the start the leading
candidate for the Presidential nomination. The many elements opposed
The new
to him proved too strong, and Lincoln was nominated.
President called his cliief rival to the Department of State. Secretary
Seward's tenure of his ofHce, 1861-1869, covers the highly important
periods of the Civil War and of reconstruction. Many were the delicate
questions, especially with England, as in the " Trent" affair and
throughout the struggle, also with France in the Mexican episode.
Seward's ability in the conduct of foreign relations has been generally
On the night of Lincoln's assassination he was stabbed and
praised.
dangerously injurecL In 1867 he negotiated the purchase of Alaska,
and he made various West Indian treaties which failed of confirmation.
He traveled extensively after retiring from office, and the narratives
of his travels, as well as his speeches, have been published. Life by
Seward.

Governor

in 1839-1843.

in that bodj'

—

Seymour, Horatio (May 31, 1810 February 12, 1886), a prominent
Democratic statesman, was in early life the military secretar}' of Governor Marcy, of New York. With the politics of that State he was
thereafter identified. As Assemblyman, ]Mayor of Utica, and Speaker
of the Assembly, he had become noted as a leader of the Democratic
In
party, and in 1850 he v>'as defeated as its candidate for Governor.
1S53-1855 he was Governor, but the State was close, and the Republicans held control for a few years. Seymour's attitude in the Civil War
He supported the Union, but could hardly
is difficult to characterize.
be reckoned as a " War Democrat." In 1862 he was elected Governor
over the Republican candidate, and served 1863-1865. During his
term occurred the Draft Riots in New York City, July, 1863. Governor
Seymour's speech to the mob has been the subject of severe criticism.
He was defeated for re-election in 1864. In 1868 he presided over the
Democratic National Convention, and received against his will the
nomination for President. In the election he was defeated by Grant.
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Seymour, Truman (1S24-1S91), U. S. A., served in the Mexican
He aided in the defense of Fort Sumter in 1861. He commanded the left wing at Mechanicsville in 1S62, led a division at
War.

Malvern Hill, and was brevetted colonel for services at South Mountain
and Antietam. He fought at Morris Island and Fort Wagner and captured Jacksonville.

Shackamaxon,

scene of William Penn's famous treaty with the
By this treaty the confidence and
friendship of the Indians were secured, and their land was fairly purchased.
Indians, in 16S2, near Chester, Pa.

Shadrach Case
ginia,

ment

(1S51).
In May, 1S50, a fugitive slave from VirFrederic Wilkins, came to Boston, and secured employunder the alias of Shadrach. Subsequently he was arrested and

named

United States Court House pending trial. Shadrach was
rescued by a body of coloi-ed people and conveyed in safety to Canada.
Intense excitement prevailed in Boston, and spread over the entire
jailed in the

country upon Congress turning its attention to the infringement of the
Mr. Clay introduced a resolution requesting the President to
send to Congress information regarding the matter. President Pierce
issued a proclamation announcing the facts, and calling upon the people
to prevent future disturbances.
law.

Shatter, "William R., born in 1835, at Galesburg, Mich. Served
through the Civil War with distinction. He became Brigadier-General
President McKinley appointed him major-general in 1S98,
in 1897.
and he commanded the American armj^ at the battle of Santiago. Retired 1900.

Shaftesbury, Anthony Ashley Cooper, ^arl of (1621-16S3),
was one of the nine proprietors who received a grant of Carolina in
1663, extending from the Virginia frontier to the River St. Matthias in
Florida.
He was prominent in the management of the colony, and
secured for it the constitution drafted by Locke in 1667. It established
a territorial aristocracy with the proprietors at the head,

granting

religious toleration.

communistic association founded at New Lebanon, N. Y.,
by a party of the followers of Ann Lee, of England,
founder of the sect. James and Jane Wardley were at the head of this
society.
The formation of the society was due chiefly to the influence
of a religious revival, and the name is derived from the peculiar dance

Shakers,

a

in September, 1787,
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with which they accompany their worship. Ann Lee was supposed to
have had a special revelation from heaven. She died at Waterviiet,
N. Y., in 1784, after a number of years spent in preaching and making
converts.

Shanley

Haney

vs.

by an administrator
brought to England

(1762),

to recover
as a slave.

an English case in equity brought

money given b}' his intestate to a negro
The suit was dismissed by Lord North-

who

held that a slave became free as soon as he set foot on
English territorj-. (See Sommersett.)

ington,

Sharpless, James (1751-1811), came to America from England in
and executed many portraits of distinguished Americans in pastel,
the most noteworthy being that of Washington.
1794,

Sharswood, George (1810-18S3), was President-Judge of a district
court from 1851 to 1867 and a Judge of the Pennsylvania Supreme Court
from 1867

to 1882.

H'e published

many

valuable legal works.

Shaw, I/emuel (1781-1861), was Chief Justice of the Massachusetts
Supreme Court from 1S30 to i860. He is regarded as one of the foremost of New England jurists.
Sliawtnut, the name
the

site of

Boston.

The

of

an Indian settlement, which once stood upon
town was long known to the Indians by

latter

that name.

a tribe of Algonquin Indians, after wandering about the
were driven west by the Iroquois. They first aided the French in

Shawnees,
east

their final struggle until

and from time

won

over to the English.

They joined Pontiac

to time continued hostilities until the peace of 1786.

They took part in the Miami War, but, finally reduced by General
Wayne, they submitted under the Treaty of 1795. In 1812 apart joined
the English. The Missouri band ceded their lands in 1825, and the
Ohio band in 1831. They became somcAvhat scattered, but the main
band in Kansas ended tribal relations in 1854.

Shawomet,

a place on the Pawtuxet River, R.

I.,

where

in 1643 the

turbulent English adventurer, Gorton, and a few friends concluded a
pi:rchase of land from Miantonomo, a chief of the Narragansett Indians,

and established the town
bined to

make Rhode

Shays, Daniel
Bunker

Hill

of

Warwick, one of the elements which com-

Island.

(1747-1825), served as an ensign at the battle of
of captain during the Revolutionary

and attained the rank
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War, In 1786 he was the chief leader of the insurrection known as
"Shays' Rebellion." After the rebellion he lived for a year in Vermont. He received pardon from Governor Bowdoin of Massachusetts
and settled in New York in 1788.

Shays' Rebellion. After the close of the Revolution, much discontent and indeed actual want prevailed through New England, especially in Western Massachusetts.
The annual State tax amoimted to
Riots and armed mobs were frequent, the especial grievances being the high salary of the Governor, the refusal to issue paper
money, and the specific taxes to pay the interest on the State debt.
fr, 000,000.

armed men under Daniel Shays took possession
and prevented the session of the Supreme Court. Springfield was mobbed by the same men.
General Lincoln, commanding
4,000 militia, attacked Shays near Springfield, January 25, 17S7, quickly
routing his force. The)^ fled to Amherst, where 150 were captured.
The insurgents were pardoned on laying down their arms.

December

5,

1786, 1,000

of Worcester

Shea, Jolin D. Gilmary

(1S24-1892), published

"The

Discovery

"Novum

Belgium," "The
Operations of the French Fleet under Count de Grasse " and an extensive and valuable " History of the Catholic Church in the United

and Exploration

of the Mississippi Valley,"

States."

Sheaffe, Sir Roger H. (1763-1851), served in the British Army in
Canada from 1S02 to iSii. He defeated the American troops at Oueenstown in 1813, and defended York (now Toronto) when attacked.

Wm.

Shelburne,
P. Fita-Maurice, l^arl of (1737-1805), while
President of the Board of Trade in Grenville's Cabinet in 1763, opposed
the Stamp Act and other measures oppressive to the American colonies.

He sought to moderate the arbitrary colonial policy of Grafton and
Townsend, and ardently opposed the colonial administration of Lord
North. He became Premier in 1782, and negotiated the preliminaries
of peace with the United States.

He

resigned in 1783.

Shelby, Isaac

(1750-1826), served in the battle of Point Pleasant
distinguished himself at the battle of Long Island Flats,
Tenn., with the Indians in 1776. In 1780 he defeated the British at
in 1774.

He

Cedar Springs and Musgrove's
battle of King's Mountain.

Mill.
He planned and engaged in the
He was Governor of Kentucky from 1792

and from 1812 to 1816. In 1812 he organized a body of 4,000
volunteers and joined General Harrison in Canada, taking part in the
victory of the Thames,
to 1796
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Charles M., Congregational

Sheldon,

clergj-man,

ordained to

ministry 1886, and two years later became pastor of the Central Church,
Topeka, Kans. He preached a series of discourses, -which created such
title "In His Steps"
and had a phenomenal sale. He is author also of " Crucifixion of Philip
Strong," and " One of the Two." He violentl}- opposed the character
of the modern secular press and held original ideas how a great daily
newspaper should be conducted. The opportunity of putting his theories into effect was given him by the proprietors of the Topeka Capital, who turned the paper over to him absolutely for one week, March
INIr. Sheldon undertook the experiment of conducting the
13, 1900.
paper as he conceived Jesus would do were He to condescend to such
earthly employment. The result of IVIr. vSheldon's enterprise was not
It served to create enormous interest, that caused
entirely satisfactory.
a temporary inflation of the paper's circulation from 2,500 to nearly half
a million, but the experiment was generally condemned as sacrilegious,
and the sensation proved no more than a ten-day wonder, as evanescent

a sensation that they were published under the

as a rocket.

"Shenandoali," a British-Confederate cruiser. She sailed from
London as the " Sea King," October 8, 1S64, commanded by Captain
James J. Waddell, of the Confederate nav}-. Making for Madeira, her
name was changed to the "Shenandoah." From I\Iadeira she sailed
for Melbourne, destroying a number of United States merchant ships on
her way. Thence she went to Behring Sea and did great damage to the
whaling vessels. At the close of tlae war the " Shenandoah " was surrendered to the British Government and afterward turned over to the
United States.

Thomas

(1605-1649), was charged with non-conformity in
America in 1635. He w^as pastor of the church
He was influential in the esat Cambridge, Mass., from 1635 to 1649.
tablishment of Harvard College at that place. He was one of the most
influential men in New England and a writer oii theological subjects.

Shepard,

England and came

to

Sheridan, Philip

Henry

(March

6,

1831-August

5,

1888),

one of

the great Unionist generals of the war, was born at Albany, and graduated at West Point in 1853. In the first stages of the Civil War he was

command. At the batPerry ville he led a division, and on the bloody field of Murfreesboro he especially distinguished himself. Appointed major-general of
volunteers, he fought at Chickamauga, and at Missionary- Ridge he
shared with Hooker and others the honors of the day. The great
quartermaster, but in 1862 he received a cavalry

tle of
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period of his career was now approaching. Grant gave him, in 1864,
the charge of the cavalry corps in the Army of the Potomac he was
present at the Wilderness, fonghtthe battle of Todd's Tavern, conducted
;

May and June, and was in August placed in charge
Shenandoah. He defeated Early at Winchester and
Fisher's Hill, and was absent at Winchester, when, on October 19,
1864, the enemy made a sudden attack on his army at Cedar Creek.
''Little Phil's" ride from "Winchester, twenty miles away," to the
battle-field, his reforming the army and turning defeat into a brilliant victory, is the theme of story and poetry.
He was made a majorgeneral in the regular army. In the operations of 1865 he took the
leading part, won the battle of Five Forks, April i, and helped materially in the denouement at Appomattox.
In 1869 he was promoted to
be lieutenant-general and in 1888 general. In 1883 he succeeded General Sherman as commander-in-chief of the army.
He wrote " Personal
Memoirs."
an extended raid
of the

Army

in

of the

Sheridan's Raid in Virginia.

On

the day of the battle of SpottGrant ordered Sheridan to ride
with his cavalry entirely around the Confederate army, destroying
bridges and depots, tearing up railroads and capturing trains. Sheridan
sylvania Court House,

May

8,

1864,

commands to the letter. He destroyed ten miles of railroad,
captured several trains, cut all the telegraph wires and recaptured 400

followed his
prisoners,

who had been taken by

tlie

Confederates in the Wilderness.

The Confederate cavalry under J. E. B. vStuart was immediate]}- dispatched to intercept him.
They met at Yellow Tavern, and a hot engagement took place.
The Confederates were finally defeated, and
Stuart himself, the most famous cavalryman of the Southern army, was
moi tally wounded. Sheridan then rode on toward Richmond. The
outer defenses were at that time quite weak, and the Union leader
found

through the Confederate lines and capThe inner works were too strong
for him, so he retreated and rejoined Grant May 25.
little difficulty

turing a large

in dashing

number

of prisoners.

Sherman, John, born May 10, 1823, American statesman, is the
W. T. Sherman. Having been a surveyor, he settled

brother of General

law at Mansfield, O. Since he entered the House of
Representatives in 1855 his official career has been unbroken. He was
the Republican candidate for Speaker in 1859, and was chairman of the
to the practice of

Ways and Means Committee.

In 1861 he entered the U. S. Senate. He
was foremost in the financial and other measures, and personally recruited an Ohio brigade.
For several years he was chairman of the important Finance Committee.
He visited Louisiana at the time of the

2i8
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Tilden-Ha3'es excitement, and in 1877 left the Senate to enter President
Hayes' Cabinet. Dnring his administration of the Treasury Department

Resumption of Specie Payments in 1879, for which SecreShennan had made careful preparation. In 1881 he re-entered the
Senate. His name has been several times presented to Republican Naocciirred the

tary

In 1880 Garfield headed the Ohio delegation in
Sherman's favor, and was himself nominated. In 1888 Sherman was
Senator Sherman has been
first in the lead, but Harrison finally won.
chairman of the Committee on Foreign Relations. He became Secretary
of State in McKinley's Cabinet March 4, 1897, but resigning in 1898 was
succeeded by William R. Day. Since his resignation Mr. Sherman has
tional Conventions.

lived quietly at Mansfield, Ohio.

Sherman, Roger

(1721-1793), a signer of the Declaration of Inde-

pendence, was a shoemaker in early life, a surveyor, lawyer, Judge of
the Superior Court of Connectici;t, and member of the Legislature. He
was a delegate to the first and second Continental Congresses, was one
of the committee of five to draft the Declaration, and a member of the
Pie was an influential delegate to the
He supported the ConstiFederal Constitutional Convention of 1787.
tution in the ratifying convention of his State, and wrote the valuable
" Citizen " letters. In the first Congress he was a member of the House
of Representatives 1789-1791, and U. S. Senator 1791- 1793. Few of
his contemporaries have a more honorable record of usefulness through

Connecticut committee of safety.

the entire revolutionary period.

Slierman, Thomas "W. (1813-1S79), was brevetted major for serBuena Vista during the Mexican War. He commanded the

vices at

land forces of the Port Royal Expedition in 1S61. In 1862 he commanded a division in the Army of the Tennessee, engaging at Corinth.
He was active in the engagements about New Orleans and led the left
wing at Port Hudson in 1S63.

Sherman, William Teciimseh

—

(February 8, 1820 February 14,
one of the most famous generals of recent times, was born at
Lancaster, Ohio, and graduated at West Point in 1S40. He was engaged
in the Seminole War, and in the Mexican AVar took part in the expedition to California. In 1853 he resigned, and was in business in CaliforIn 1860-1861 he was superintendent of a
nia, New York and Kansas.
military college in Louisiana. When the Rebellion began he was appointed colonel. At the first battle of Bull Run he commanded a brigade. In October he was transferred to the department of the Cumberland, but was removed the next month. Sherman was one of the few
1891),
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who

early in the war foresaw the severity of the contest.
In 1S62 he
was assigned to the Army of the Tennessee, and with his division con-

tributed materially to the victory of Shiloli.

Made

major-general of

volunteers and corps commander, he had a signal share in the success
of the

Vicksburg campaign.

He was now promoted

general in the regular ami}-, and

commanded

to

be brigadier-

the left wing at the battle

Immediately afterward he was sent to relieve Burnside
1S64 assumed command of all the Federal
armies he intrusted Sherman with the task of crushing the Rebellion in
the West. Early in May, 1864, vSherman left Chattanooga with an
army of 100,000 men, and moved southward with General Joseph E.
Johnston's army of 70,000 in front of him.
Sherman's objective was
Atlanta, and his line of march was through narrow vallej's, across rivers,
and over mountains, for he had to skirt the Appalachian range. Johnston first faced about in a strong position near Dalton. He was flanked
by Sherman's Twenty-third Corps, General Schofield, and had barely
time to pull back his left to Resaca to check the Federal flanking
column and fight it until his transportation could be moved toward
Kingston.
The Confederate general made no serious effort to
again check his antagonist until he reached Alatoona. There he was
again flanked, and the next halt he made was on the high slope of Kennesaw and the foothills extending off to the west of that peak. Sherman fought his enemy with two corps, and sent his third round to the
left, forcing Johnston back to Atlanta.
Johnston was too wise a general
to attempt holding river lines, after the ancient style of grand tactics.
Modern methods of crossing large bodies of men over streams qiiickly
have made them of small account as obstructions against a larger urtny.
Sherman's last strategical move was in front of Atlanta, after Johnston
was relieved and Hood placed in command of the Confederate army,
and it has been held by competent critics as the finest flanking movement of the Civil War. Some have ranked this specimen of grand tactics as quite the equal of the best generalship displayed by Napoleon.
Sherman left his camps south of Chattanooga about May 10. He forced
the Confederates back to Atlanta by July 13, and they abandoned the
city on September i, after inflicting terrible losses and damages on the
Federal forces. In the vicinity of Atlanta three severe battles were
fought with Hood, and that city was taken. In November Sherman
started on his famous "march to the sea," reaching Savannah at Christof Chattanooga.
at Knoxville.

mas time.
Savannah

When Grant in

He was now

a major-general in the regular army.

Leaving
he entered Columbia, fought the battles of
Averysboro and Bentonville, and after Lee's surrender, concluded a
treaty with Johnston
as this was rejected by the Government, another
in February,

;

2
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September 26, 1865, was framed, and Johnston's army surrenGeneral Sherman was promoted to be lieutenant-general in
1866, and succeeded Grant as general and commander-in-chief in 1869.
He retired from the army in 1883. He is the author of *' Memoirs.

treaty on

dered.

Sherman was

of a firm, straightforward, soldierly character.

Sherman Act, a bill submitted by Senator Sherman, of Ohio, and
passed by Congress July 14, 1890. This act provided that the Secretary
of the Treasury purchase each month 4,500,000 ounces of silver bullion
at market price, treasury notes of legal-tender character to be issued in
payment therefor, and these notes to be redeemable on demand, in coin
provided that 2,000,000 ounces be coined each
and that the silver legislative act of
February 28, 1878, be repealed. The purchasing clause of the Sherman
act was repealed in 1893.
at the treasury.

month

It also

into standard silver dollars,

Shields, Charles W., born in 1825, has occupied at Princeton TheoSeminary a professorship of the harmony of .science and revealed

logical

He

religion since 1S65.

is

the author of extensive philosophical works.

Shields, James (1S10-1879),
Ireland in 1826, and was a

soldier,

member

came

to the United States from

of the Illinois Legislature in 1836.

He was Commissioner of the General Land Office from 1-845 to 1847.
He commanded a brigade during the Mexican War, gaining distinction
He represented Illinois in the U. S.
at Cerro Gordo and Chapultepec.
Senate as a Democrat from 1849 to 1855. He commanded a division in
General Banks' army and gained a victory at Winchester in 1862, but
at Port Republic b}' General Jackson.

was defeated

Shilling^. In America this coin was first issued from the mint at
Boston. Its coins were of the value of " I2d, 6d and 3d peeces," and
" every shilling weighing the three-penny troj weight and lesser peeces

The first struck were mere planchets stamped near
NE, and on the reverse the value indicated by XII, similarly
New England Shilimpressed. The first struck were known as the
ling " and these were followed by the " Willow Tree," " Oak Tree " and
" Pine Tree " coins.
Their weight was 72 grains, and their value 18^
cents.
The tree coins all bore the same date, the " Pine Tree " being the
most conspicuous. Maryland also, 1659, had shillings coined in London
proportionably, "

the border

'

'

by Lord Baltimore their weight was 66 grains, and their value 16.73
cents.
They bore a profile bust of Lord Baltimore, an escutcheon
with his arms and the figure XII denoting the value. There was also
the Bermuda shilling or Hogge penny, one of the earliest coins used in
America, As a money of account the shilling, like the pound, varied
;

—
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In New England and Virginia
in value from colony to colony.
the shilling equaled, in 1790, a sixth part of the Spanish or IMexican
in New Jersilver dollar in New York and North Carolina an eighth

much

;

;

Pennsylvania, Delaware and Maryland two-fifteenths
Carolina and Georgia three-fourteenths.

sey,

;

in

South

Shiloh, or Pittsburgf I<anding, Tenn., the most important of the
between the western armies during the Civil War, resulting in
This fight lasted two da3-s, April 6
frightful loss of life on both sides.
and 7, 1862, the Confederates being forced to retreat on the afternoon
Grant commanded the Federals, numbering
of the second day.
His line ex33,000, and expected 7,000 more under Buell to join him.
tended two miles along Lick Creek, Prentiss holding the left, McClernand the center and William T. Sherman the riglit. The Confederates, 40,000 strong, were led by Albert Sidne}' Johnston with Beauregard, Bragg and Hardee as his chief lieutenants.
The Confederates, in
a three-line formation, attacked heavily Sherman's and McClernand's
divisions, and drove them back, though with great loss.
In the afternoon Johnston was shot and Beauregard assumed command of the Confederates.
They surrounded and captured Prentiss' command and were
victorious on the first day, though sustaining heavy loss, and perhaps not
battles

fully pressing their advantages.

by

assumed the

The next morning Grant, now joined

Throughout the day the advantage
charge led by Grant himself in the afternoon
began the rout, but the roads were too rough to permit pursuit. The
Federal losses were about 13,000, the Confederates were officially reported to be about 11,000.
Buell,

lay with the Federals.

offensive.

A

Shitnonoseki, a town of Japan cammanding the straits leading from
the inland sea to the Sea of Japan. June 25, 1S63, the American steamer
" Pembroke " was fired upon by the Japanese for attempting to enter
straits, which had been ordered closed by the IMikado.
July 16,
the United States ship " W^'oming " destroyed two vessels and attacked
the batteries in retaliation. September 5, 1S64, a combined squadron

the

of American, British,

French and Dutch ships attacked the forts and
destroyed them. The Mikado was forced to pay an immense indemnity
to each nation, ths United States receiving ^^785, 000.
This sum, vastly
beyond the real damage, was paid 1864-1874. In 1883 it was returned
to Japan, but without the interest.

Shipbuilding. This was in the colonial period one of the foremost
branches of manufacturing industry in the colonies, especially in New
England. In Massachusetts the business began in the first years. lu
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was enacted that no vessel of more than thirty tons should be
under the supervision of a competent shipwright. The first
save
built
schooner, an American invention, was built at Gloucester in 1713. The
American ships competed powerfully with those of England, and were
169S

it

thought the best and cheapest in the world.
chief manufacture for export.

They formed America's

i|

]|

Sliip Subsidy. In Februarj-, 1900, a measure known as tlie HannaPayne ship subsidy bill, originated in the U. S. Senate, contemplating
a government subvention to revive the shipbuilding industry and to in- "
crease the commerce of the United States in native bottoms on the high
seas.

The matter

is still

pending.

ShifaS, George, of Pennsylvania, was born in 1S32, and was appointed to succeed Justice Bradley in the U. S. Supreme Court in 1892.
Shires. In 1643 the General Court of Massachusetts Bay colony
ordered that the whole colony, which then included the present State
" shires " Essex, Middlesex,
of New Hampshire, be divided into four
Suffolk and Norfolk. In all the colonies the name was used for
:

'
'

county.

'

Shirley, "William (1693-1771), Governor, came to IMassachusetts
from England in 1734. He was Royal Governor of Massachusetts from
He planned the successful expedition against Cape Bre1741 to 1749.
ton in 1745. He was again Governor of Massachusetts from 1753 to
at the
1756, and was commander of the forces in British North America
outbreak of the French

War

in 1755.

Shogeoquady Creek (near Buffalo). A British force which had
crossed the Niagara to capture American batteries and vessels was here
defeated with heavy loss, August 3, 1S14, by the Americans under
Major Morgan.

Shoshones, or Snake Indians, consisted of various bands, chief
among which were the Buffalo Eaters, on Wind River, and tlie TookaSome of the bands near Humboldt River and
rika, on the Salmon.
Great Salt Lake began

hostilities in 1849.

nearly exterminated the Hokandikah.

In 1862 California volunteers
Treaties with various bands

followed in 1863, 1864 and 1865. Hostilities were afterward renewed
The Government attempted to collect the whole nation,
for a period.

and they were assigned various

Shubrick, William B.

reservations.

"
(1790-1874), served on the " Constitution
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the defense of Norfolk and in the capture of the British ships
" Cyane " and "Levant" in the War of 1S12. He commanded the

ill

Pacific

squadron during the Mexican War.

Shute, Samuel (1653-1 742), was colonial Governor of Massachusetts
He was continuously engaged in controversy with
1723.

from 1716 to

the Legislature regarding the prerogative.

Siata. Treaties of amity and conmierce were concluded between the
United States and Siani in 1833 and 1S56, the latter of which was modiin

fied

The

1867.

liquor traffic

was regulated by an agreement

in

1884.

Sibley,

Henry H.

ritory to Congress in

(1811-1891), was a delegate from Wisconsin TerHe represented Minnesota in the U. S.
1849.

Congress as a Democrat from 1849 to 1853,

^^'^

was Governor

in 1858.

Sibley, Henry H. (1816-1886), engaged in the important operations
during the Mexican War.
He commanded the Confederate forces
which defeated Colonel Canby at Valverde, in New Mexico. He subsequently commanded a brigade under General Taylor and General
Smith.
Sibley,

John

1841 to 1856
ical

and

X,.

(

1804-18S5) was assistant librarian at Harvard from
from 1856 to 1877. He published " Biograph,

librarian

Sketches of Graduates of Harvard University," in three volumes.

Sickles, Daniel IJdgar, born in 1823, was prior to the war a lawyer,
Democratic member of the New York Legislature, Secretary of Legation at London, and Congressman from 1857 to i86r.
He had command of a brigade in the Peninsula campaign and at Antietam, a division at Fredericksburg, and a corps at Chancellorsville and at Gettysburg, where his services were conspicuous. After the war he was sent
abroad on a mission, and retired from the armj' with the rank of majorgeneral in 1S69. From 1869 to 1873 ^e was U. S. Minister to Spain. In
1893 he re-entered the House of Representatives as a Democrat from

New York
Sigel,
tion in

He

City.

Franz,

Baden

general, born in 1S24,

in 1848

and

1849.

was prominent

He came

in the insurrec-

to the United States in 1852.

ardently upheld the National cause during the Civil War. He
captured Camp Jackson in Missouri, fought the battle of Carthage, and
was second in command at Wilson's Creek in 1861. He commanded
the right wing at Pea Ridge in 1862, and led a corps at Cedar Creek and
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the second battle of Bull Run.
ridge at

New Market

Sigoumey, I^ydia H.
graceful prose

He was

defeated by General Breckin-

in 1864.
(i

of the Aborigines of

was a writer of
She wrote " Traits

791-1865), of Connecticut,

and poetry of elevated moral

tone.

America," " Pocahontas " and other poems.

Sigsbee, Charles DwigM, born at Albany, N. Y., Jauy. 16, 1849,
appointed to naval academy September, 1S59, from which he graduated,
He was promoted to be ensign October, 1S63, and served in the
1863.
West Coast Squadron, being present at the battle of Mobile Bay, and
He held various
also participated in the two attacks on Fort Fisher.
appointments until April, 1897, when he was given command of the
second-class battleship " Maine," and held that position at the time that
vessel was treacherously destroyed in Havana harbor, February 15,
When war was declared against Spain, Captain Sigsbee was as1898.
signed to command of the auxiliary cruiser " St. Paul," and after conclusion of the war he was placed in command of the " Texas," a sister .ship of
Captain Sigsbee is a recognized authority on deepthe ill-fated "Maine.
sea soundings and dredging, instruments of his devising being now in
general use for measuring great depths of the ocean.
'

'

Silliinan, Benjamin (1779-1864), "The Nestor of American
Science," professor in Yale College from 1802 to 1S53, founded the
" American Journal of Science " in 1818, and was sole editor until 1838.

He

exerted his influence for the Union and the abolition of slavery.

Under the law of April 2, 1792, first of the coinage laws, the
between silver and gold was made one to fifteen. Silver bullion
could be presented for coinage into lawful money, 1,485 parts pure to
Silver.

ratio

179 parts alloy, one-ninth being retained for coinage expense. The
3, 1795, caused two cents per ounce to be charged for,
coining silver bullion below the standard. April 21, 1800, it was enacted

law of March

sum equivalent to the expense of refining should be retained for
coining silver below the standard. May 19, 1828, the law provided for
coining silver below the standard a charge equal to expense of materials
and a charge for wastage. June 28, 1834, a certain deduction (one-half

that a

made

for coining standard silver, if paid in coin five days
January 18, 1837, the standard silver coin was made
nine-tenths pure and one-tenth alloy, and silver coins were to be legal
tender for any amount. The dollar weighed 412^ grains. By the law
of February 21, 1853, the weight of the half-dollar was reduced from
206X to 192 grains, and it was made legal tender to the amount of only

per cent. ) was
after deposit.
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No private deposits for such coinage were to be received, but the
mint was to purchase bullion and turn out coins to be exchanged with
gold at par value in sums not exceeding lioo. February 12, 1873, ^^i^
law made the weight of the trade dollar 420 grains, the half-dollar
Silver bullion could be deposited for coinage into trade
193-75 grains.
dollars only, and the mint was to purchase bullion for the coinage of
coins less than |i.oo.
By the law of July 22, 1877, the trade dollar
ceased to be a legal tender. By the law of February 28, 1878, silver dollars of the weight of 412)2 grains were made legal tender for all debts
and the treasury was to purchase and coin not less than |2, 000,000
worth of bullion per month and not more than I4, 000,000.. June 2,
XS79, silver coins less than fi.oo were made legal tender to the amount
of |io.
By the law of July 14, 1890, the Secretary of the Treasury was
directed to purchase at market price silver bullion to the amount of
4,500,000 ounces per month, issuing in payment treasury notes, to be a
legal tender for debt.
So nmch bullion was to be coined as might re$5.

deem

these notes, and the act of 1878 was repealed.

In 1893 the silver-

purchase clause of this act was repealed. (For the history of the individual silver coins see Dollar, Trade Dollar, Half-Dollar, Quarter
Dollar, Twenty-Cent Piece, Dime, Five-Cent Piece and Three-Cent
Piece.)

Silver, Production of. The silver mines of the United States were
discovered in 1859. The production rose to |2, 000,000 in iS6t to $11,;

250,000 in 1865 to |i6, 000,000 in 1870 to 132,000,000 in 1S75
to I38,500,000 in 1880; to 151,600,000 in 1885, and to 175,000,000 in 1892.
Since the latter date the production has fallen off to about |;6o,ooo,ooo.
;

;

;

Silver Greys, a nickname applied to the conservative element of
Whig party, because many of them withdrew from a meeting owing
to a disagreeable measure.
Some one remarked: "There go the
Silver Greys' " (they were gray-haired respectabilities), and the expression became a sobriquet.
the

'

Sitncoe, John G. (1752-1806), came to America as a British soldier
and commanded a regiment at Brandywine. He organized the " Queen's
Rangers," which were active in the South and surrendered with Cornwallis at

York town.

Simms, William Gilmore
number

He

of poems, the best of

(1806-1870), of South Carolina, wrote a
is "Atlantis, a Tale of the Sea."

which

is best known for his romances, illustrative of Southern life, and
founded on Revolutionary and border incidents in South Carolina.
Life by Trent.

IK

2
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Sims Case (1851), a famous fugitive slave case, wliicli
common method of the seizure of negroes under the law of
was arrested

in Boston

on a

false charge,

illustrates a

Sims
and immediately claimed as
1850.

He vi^as sent back to Virginia
signed by the United States Commissioner, despite the
intense indignatioji of the people, which ran so high that the court
house was surrounded with chains and guarded by a company of armed

the property of a Mr. Potter, of Virginia.

on a

certificate

men

called afterward

"Sims Brigade."

Simsbury, Conn., worthly of note because of the old copper mine
which was used as a prison for captured Tories by the colonial sympathizers during the Revolution.
The prison was used until 1827.

A sinking fund was created by act of August 12,
apply the surplus of income from imports and tonnage to the
reduction of the debt. An act of 1795 put the entire matter of the
public debt and its extinction in the hands of the Commissioners of
Sinking Fund.

1790, to

the Sinking Fund.

Sioux, or Dakota Indians,

first dwelt near the head waters of the
Later several bands wandered to the Missouri, and some
remained near the St. Peter's. They aided the English in 1812, but
soon after made peace with the Government. In 1837 they ceded to the

Mississippi.

United States

all their

further grants.

lands east of the Mississippi, and in 1851 made
were defeated

Hostilities arose in 1854, but the Indians

and peace followed. In 1862 a general uprising took place, and
of whites and Indians were killed. They were finally
conquered, and many bands fled to Dakota. In 1863 the Minnesota
Sioux were removed to Crow Creek, and some bands fled to British
territory.
A few bands continued hostilities. An unsatisfactory treaty
was made with the Sioux by General Sherman in 1868. Sitting Bull
and other chieftains were unreconciled. May 15, 1876, General Custer
and 1,100 men were destrojed at Little Big Horn River by a force of

in 1855,

a large

number

9,000 Sioux.

Sitka, or New Archangel, capital of Alaska, was settled in 1799
by Baranoff, but dates its growth from the time of the transference of
the territory to the United States (1867).

Sitting Bull (1S37-1890), was chief of the Sioux Indians who massacred General Custer's party on Little Big

Horn River

escaped to Canada, but surrendered in 1880.

He was

Bud agency

in 1892,

in

1876.

He

killed near Rose
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Skinners," bands

of marauders, adherents of the American cause,
what was known as the neutral ground in New York State
during the Revolution. They were continuall}' skirmishing with the
"Cowboys," the British camp followers and adherents.

who

infested

John F.

Slater,

(1S15-1884), of Norwich, Conn., gained a large
He contributed the Slater Fund of

fortune in cotton manufacturing.
|i, 000, coo for

the education of freedmen in the South.

Samuel

(1768-1S35), came to America from England in 1789
machinery in the American States. His machinery
was constructed from memory, as communication of models of English
machinery was forbidden. He started his new cotton-spinning machinery at Pawtucket, E.. I., in 1790, which was the beginning of cotton
manufacture in America. He established mills at Webster and Slater-

Slater,

to introduce cotton

ville,

Mass.

Slaughter House Cases,

three in number (at first five, but two
These cases arose out of an act of the
Louisiana Legislature of 1869 to protect the health of New Orleans and
to incorporate the "Crescent City Live-stock, Landing and Slaughter
House Company." The Butchers' Benevolent Association of New
Orleans protested against this act as creating a monopoly. Suit was
also brought against the State by Paul Esteben and others, on ground
that their business was injured.
It was claimed by the plaintiffs that
the creation of a monopoly of this sort by a State's Legislature was
directly opposed to that clause of the Fourteenth Amendment to the
Constitution, which prohibits State Legislatures from enforcing laws
"which shall abridge the privileges or immunities of the citizens of the
United States." The Supreme Court of Louisiana decided that this act
did not conflict with the P'ourteenth Amendment, and the Supreme
Court of the United States confirmed the decision, thus decidedly

dismissed on compromise).

limiting the scope of that

Amendment.

Slave Representation. One of the chief subjects of dispute in
the Convention of 1787, as in the case of previous attempts to make a
constitution, was that of representation of that part of the population
which consisted of slaves. It was contended on the
being persons, they should be represented, and on the
other hand that, being property, they should be made the object of
of certain States

one hand

that,

The compromise which was reached, and which continued in
force until the abolition of slavery, provided that, for purposes of reckoning alike a State's proportion of representatives and its proportion of
taxation.
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computed by adding to the whole
of free persons, exclusive of untaxed Indians, " three-fiftlis of

direct taxes, its population should be

number
all

other persons," i. e., of slaves. This mode of counting population
first suggested in 1783, by the Continental Congress, as a basis for

was

the apportionment of contributions from the States, to be agreed upon
as an amendment to the Articles of Confederation.

Slave Trade.

The importation of negro slaves into the American
when a Dutch vessel brought a cargo

colonies began with the year 1619,
of slaves into

In 1713, by the Treaty of Utrecht, Great
supphing slaves to the Spanish West

James River.

Britain obtained the contract for
Indies.

This stimulated the general slave trade.

Some colonies desired

to prohibit the importation of slaves, but Great Britain forced

them.

it

Virginia passed several such acts, but they were vetoed.

S3'lvania passed bills prohibiting slave trading in 1712, 1714

and

upon
Penn1717,

Massachusetts passed a similar bill in 1774, which
was vetoed. It was prohibited by Rhode Island in 1774, bj- Connecticut
the same year and b}' the non-importation covenant of the colonics
October 24, 1774. It was forbidden by nearly all the States during tlie
Revolution. The slave trade question was an important one in the
formation of the Constitution. The Southern States, except Virginia
and Maryland, demanded it, hence it was conipromi.sed by allowing
Congress to prohibit it after 1808. The act of March 22, 1794, prohibited
the carrying of slaves by American citizens from one foreign country to
another. That of May 10, 1800, allowed United States warships to seize
vessels engaged in such traffic. That of February 28, 1803, prohibited
the introduction of slaves into States which had forbidden slavery. In
1808 the importation of slaves into the United States was forbidden.
The acts of April 20, 1818, and March 3, 1819, authorized the President
Various projects for
to send cruisers to Africa to stop the slave trade.

but they were vetoed.

renewing the trade arose
until 1S65.

No

It was in reality never given up
were placed upon domestic slave trading.

in the fifties.

restrictions

Slave Trade Tribunals.

By the

treaty of 1862 with Great Britain

was agreed that when vessels suspected of
being engaged in that traffic were detained by public vessels of either
government, they should be brought for trial before one of three mixed
courts established for that purpose at Sierra Leone, the Cape of Good
Hope and New York. That at New York was, as the treaty permitted,
removed to Wa.shington, where it was reckoned a branch of the Department of the Interior. By the treaty of 1870 the system was abolished.
respecting the slave trade,

Slavery.

it

Slavery in the American colonies began with the impor-
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Dutch ship in 1619. In
was gradually introduced. The slave trade was
favored by the British Government during the eighteenth century.
JMeantime a sentiment unfavorable to it began to develop in the colonies.
The Germantown Quakers drew up a memorial against it in 1688, Boston
town-meeting in 1701. Woolman and other Quakers preached against
Slaves were few in the North, but numerous in the South, where
it.
their increase and the danger felt from them caused severe laws respecttation of a cargo of slaves into Virginia b}- a

the other colonies

it

ing them. The Revolution, as a movement for liberty, with its declaration proclaiming all men free and equal, joined with the humanitarian
spirit of the close of the

century to increase anti-slavery sentiment.

The Northern

Slates either abolished slavery or provided for gradual

emancipation.

All the States but the southernmost forbade the im-

portation of slaves from abroad.

But the sentiment soon declined. In
the Constitution of 17S7, States were given representation in the House
of Representatives

cotton-gin

made

and Congress was

for three-fifths of their slaves,

forbidden to prohibit the slave trade until 1808.
slave labor

more

The invention

profitable than ever before,

of the

and the

South began to defend slax-ery as a positive good, in spite of its obvious
economic disadvantages. Abolition societies, first formed about 1793,
languished after 1808.

The Missouri Compromise

of 1820 arranged

and north

of 36° 30' should not be

open to slavery, except in the case of Missouri.

The Ordinance of 1787
The American

that the area west of the Mississippi

had forbidden slavery

in the region north of the Ohio.

Colonization Society tried to palliate the evils of slavery- by emancipa-

and deportation. About 1830 the agitation againat slavery took
on a more ardent phase, and henceforth for thirty years slavery was the
most absorbing of political themes. Slave labor demanded more and
more new land, and the Government was led to the annexation of
Texas and the war wnth Mexico largely by this need. After bitter disputes, the territory so acquired was thrown open to slavery if the settlers desired it
this was done by the Compromise of 1850.
The Kansas-Nebraska Act of 1854 extended the same permission to territory
north of 36° 30', repealing the Missouri Compromise and the Supreme
Court (case of Dred Scot) sustained such repeal. The question of slavMany in the North
ery' in the territories proved the crucial question.
tion

;

;

desire for the abolition of slavery in States where it was
already existent and legal were unwilling to see it extended, while slaveowners claimed Constitutional right to protection of their property in
.slaves, as essential if they were to have any share in the common territories.
The Fugitive Slave Law of 1850 and the unwillingness of North-

who had no

ern people to execute

it

assisted to precipitate conflict.

Finally, in i860,
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the election of Lincoln was taken by the Sonth as proof that their
claims were to be disregarded, and secession and Civil War resulted.

As a means

of crushing rebellion, President Lincoln,

1863, issued his

Emancipation Proclamation.

—

ment

on Januar}?

i,

The Thirteenth Amend-

In 1790 there were 698,000 slaves in the
(1865) abolished slavery.
United States (40,000 in the North, 293,000 in Virginia, 107,000 in South
Carolina, 103,000 in Maryland, 101,000 in North Carolina)
in 1800,
;

894,000

;

in 1810, 1,191,000

1840, 2,487,000

;

;

in 1820, 1,538,000

in 1850, 3,204,000

;

in 1830, 2,009,000

;

in

in i860, 3,954,000, the last being

;

about one-fourth of the total population of the Southern States.

Sletnmer, I/ieut.

Adam, was

command

in

when

of

Fort Pickens, Pen-

was attacked January 15, 1861.
His total force consisted of only eighty-one officers and men, but the fort
was the strongest one on the Gulf Coast, with fift5'-four guns in position
and provisions for five months within it. The Confederates numbered
about 500, commanded by Colonel W. H. Chase, of Massachusetts. A
demand for the surrender of the fort was met with a defiant reply and
a like answer was returned to the demand repeated on the i8th.
Slemmer resolutely held out until reinforcements reached him. His
gallant action was rewarded by a commission as major, and very soon
after he was promoted to brigadier-general, while the New York
Chamber of Commerce caused a series of bronze medals to be struck as
presents to the commander and men who composed the garrison.
sacola, with a small garrison,

Slidell,

John

it

(born about 1793, died 1871), a Louisiana lawyer,'and

Congressman from that State in 1843-45. He was sent as U. S. Minister
From 1853 to 1861 he was a
to Mexico in 1845, but was not received.
prominent member of the U. S. Senate, on the State-rights side. Having
joined the Confederacy, Slidell was dispatched as commissioner to
France. With the other Confederate commissioner, Mason, he was
(See Trent
seized C7i route by the American naval commander, Wilkes.
Having been released, he continued his voyage to France, but
Affair. )
did not induce the Government to side openly with the South. He
settled in England after the war.

Slocum, Henry Warner
1852.

with

(1827-1894), graduated at West Point in
battle of Bull Run, and continued

He was a colonel in the first
the Army of the Potomac as

brigade and division commander,

serving in the Peninsula and Antietam campaigns. In the great con
tests of Fredericksburg, Chancellorsville and Gettysburg lie had charge
of a corps, and in the last-named struggle he directed the right wing.

As coiuroander

of the left

wing he made the march with Sherman to the
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and through the Carolinas. He was a Congressman from New York
1S69-1873 and 1885-1887, and was at different times mentioned as
Democratic candidate for President.

sea

in 1S33, won distinction as a war corYork Tribune during the Civil War, and has
for some years past been its representative in England.

Smalley, George "W., born

respondent of the

New

This disease raged at Boston in 1722-24. Cotton
of inoculation, and asked Dr.
Zabdiel Boylston to make a trial of it. It was generally opposed by
government and people, and Mather had a grenade thrown through his

Small-Pox.

Mather advised the Turkish method

window

in consequence.

Smallwood, William

(i 732-1 792),

battalion at Brooklyn Heights,

Germantown.

He

White

commanded
Plains,

the

Maryland

Fort Washington and

distinguished himself at Camden.

He was Gov-

ernor of Maryland from 1785 to 1788.

Smith, Andrew J., born

in 1815,

commanded

a Federal brigade at

Corinth, Vicksburg and Pleasant Hill. He commanded the force which
captured Fort de Russy and a corps at Nashville and Mobile.

Buckingham

was U. vS. Secretary of Legation
Madrid from 1855 to 1858. He made
valuable researches concerning the colonial history of Florida and

Smith,

in

Mexico from 1S50

(1810-1871),

to 1852,

and

at

Louisiana.

Smith, Caleb B. (1808-1864), represented Indiana in the U. S.
Whig from 1843 to 1849. He was Secretary of the Interior in Lincoln's Cabinet from 1861 to 1862, when he became a U. S.
Congress as a

District Judge.

Smith, Charles Bmory, born in 1842, became editor of the Albany Express in 1865, and of the Albany Jotirnal in 1870. Since 1880
he has conducted the Philadelphia Press. He was Minister to Russia
from 1890 to 1892. Became Postmaster-General in President McKinley's
Cabinet 1898.

Smith, Charles F. (1807-1862), was brevetted

colonel for gallant

He

fought at Monterey, Vera Cruz,
Cerro Gordo, San Antonio, Contreras, Churubusco and the City of
Mexico. The four companies in his command were known as " Smith's
Light Battalion." He was assigned command in Kentucky at the out-

service during the

Mexican War.

break of the Civil War, and distinguished himself by hi§

skill,

Ke
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was enacted that no vessel of more than thirt)- tons should be
The first
built save under the supervision of a competent shipwright.
The
schooner, an American invention, was built at Gloucester in 1713.
were
and
England,
of
those
with
powerfully
competed
American ships
thought the best and cheapest in the world. They formed America's
chief manufacture for export.
169S

it

Ship Subsidy. In Februarj,-, 1900, a measure known as the HannaPayne ship subsidy bill, originated in the U. S. Senate, contemplating
ina government subvention to revive the shipbuilding industry and to
crease the commerce of the United States in native bottoms on the high
seas.

The matter

is still

pending.

Shiras, George, of Pennsylvania, was born in 1832, and was appointed to succeed Justice Bradley in the U. S. Supreme Court in 1892.
Shires. In 1643 the General Court of Massachusetts Bay colony
ordered that the whole colony, which then included the present State
" shires " Essex, Middlesex,
of New Hampshire, be divided into four
the name was used for
colonies
the
all
In
Norfolk.
and
Suffolk
:

'
'

county.

'

Shirley, William (1693-1771), Governor, came to Llassachusetts
from England in 1734. He was Royal Governor of Massachusetts from
He planned the successful expedition against Cape Bre1 741 to 1749.
was again Governor of Massachusetts from 1753 to
He
ton in 1745.
America at the
1756, and was connnander of the forces in British North
outbreak of the French

War

in 1755.

Shogeoquady Creek (near Buffalo). A British force which had
crossed the Niagara to capture American batteries and vessels was here
defeated with heavy loss, August 3, 1814, by the Americans under
Major Morgan.

Shoshones, or Snake Indians, consisted of various bands, chief
among which were the Buffalo Eaters, on Wind River, and the TookaSome of the bands near Humboldt River and
rika, on the Salmon.
Great Salt Lake began hostilities in 1849.
nearly exterminated the Hokandikah.

In 1862 California volunteers
Treaties with various bands

followed in 1S63, 1864 and 1865. Hostilities were afterward renewed
The Government attempted to collect the whole nation,
for a period.
and they were assigned various reservations.

Shubrick, William B.

(1790-1874), served on the " Constitution"
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the capture of the British ships

War

of 1812.

He commanded the

squadron during the Mexican War.

Shute, Samuel (1653-1 742), was colonial Governor of Massachusetts
to 1723.
He was continuously engaged in controversy with

from 1716

the Legislature regarding the prerogative.

Siam. Treaties of amity and commerce were concluded between the
United States and Siam in 1833 and 1856, the latter of which was modiin

fied

The

1867.

was regulated by an agreement

liquor traffic

in

1884.

Sibley,

Henry H.

ritory to Congress in

was a delegate from Wisconsin Terrepresented Minnesota in the U. S.

(1811-1891),
1S49.

He

Congress as a Democrat from 1849 to 1853, and was Governor in 1858.

Sibley, Henry H. (1816-1SS6), engaged in the important operations
during the Mexican War.
He commanded the Confederate forces
which defeated Colonel Canby at Valverde, in New Mexico. He subsequently commanded a brigade under General Taylor and General
Smith.

Sibley,

John

I^. ( 1S04-18S5), was assistant librarian at Harvard from
and librarian from 1856 to 1877. He published " BiographSketches of Graduates of Harvard University," in three volumes.

1S41 to 1856
ical

Sickles, Daniel lEdgfar, born in 1823, was prior to the war a lawyer,
Democratic member of the New York Legislature, Secretary of Legation at London, and Congressman from 1857 to 1861.
He had com-

mand

of a brigade in the Peninsula campaign and at Antietam, a division at Fredericksburg, and a corps at Chancellorsville and at Gettysburg, where his services were conspicuous. After the war he was sent

abroad on a mission, and retired from the army with the rank of majorgeneral in 1869. From 1869 to 1873 lie was U. S. Minister to Spain. In
1893 he re-entered the House of Representatives as a Democrat from

New York
Sigel,
tion in

He

City.

Franz,

Baden

general, born in 1824,

in 1848

and

1849.

was prominent

He came

in the insurrec-

to the United States in 1S52.

ardently upheld the National cause during the Civil War. He
captured Camp Jackson in Missouri, fought the battle of Carthage, and
was second in command at Wilson's Creek in 1861. He commanded
the right wing at Pea Ridge in 1S62, and led a corps at Cedar Creek and
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gious faith about 1823, and froui the revelations he produced the Book
A church was founded in 1830, and in 1S31 they emigrated
of Mormon.
from New York to Kirtland, Ohio, thence to Missouri. They were

driven away by the citizens in 1838 and settled Nauvoo, 111. The
colony increased rapidly, and a charter was obtained. Smith gained

almost unlimited power, and in 1843 sought to establish polygamy, as an
essential feature of their religion.
Dissensions occurred and Smith was
arrested.

A mob

surrounded the

jail,

and he was

shot.

Staith, Joshua Toiilmin (1S16-1S69), of England, visited Amerfrom 1S37 to 1842, and published his " Discovery of America by the
Northmen in the Tenth Century," which is regarded as an important
ica

authority.

Smith, Melanchthon (1724-1798), was a member of the first New
York Provincial Congress in 1775. In 1777 he was a commissioner for
detecting and defeating conspiracies in the State. He was a delegate
New York to the Continental Congress from 17S5 to 1788. In the

from

New York
tution,

convention in 1788 to consider the ratification of the Consti-

he supported the Anti-Federal party.

Staith, Melanchthon, born in 18 10, commanded the " Massachu" at the capture of Biloxi. He destroyed the Confederate ram

setts

"Manassas" when commanding the "Mississippi"
at Port Hudson and Fort Fisher.

at

New

Oi'leans,

and served

Smith, Meriwether (1730-1790), was a member of the Virginia
House of Burgesses in 1770 and of the Revolutionary convention of 1775
and 1776. He was a delegate to the Continental Congress from 1778 to
1782, and a member of the convention that ratified the Federal Constitution in 1788.

Smith, Morgan
son,

1^.

and led a brigade

(1822-1874), fought at Forts

at Shiloh

and Corinth.

sion at Vicksburg, Missionary Ridge, Knoxville

Smith, Nathan

Henry and Donel-

He commanded

a divi-

and Chattanooga.

(1762-1822), represented Connecticut in the U. S.
He was a Judge of the

Congress as a Federalist from 1795 to 1799.
Connecticut Supreme Court from 1S06 to 1819.
Hartford convention in 1814.

He was

a leader at the

Smith, Persifer F. (1798-1858), served with distinction throughout the Mexican War, commanding a brigade at Monterey, Churubusco,
Contreras, Chapultepec and the City of Mexico. He was commissioner
of armistice with

Mexico

in 1847,
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Stnith, Richard, boru in 1823, came to America from Ireland in
He became an editor of the Cincinnati Gazette in 1854, and in
1S80 vice-president of the consolidated Gazette and Cominei'cial, and
1841.

has had an important part in

Smith, Robert

politics.

(1757-1S42), of Maryland, served as a volunteer at

the battle of Brandywine. He was one of the Presidential electors in
He served in the Maryland
1789, and was the last surviving member.
Senate in 1793, and was a member of the House of Delegates from 1796

He was Secretary of the Navy in Jefferson's Cabinet from 1802
and though appointed Attorney-General in 1805, really served
Secretary of the Navy from 1805 to 1809. He was Secretary of State
IMadison's Cabinet from 1809 to 1811, when he was succeeded by

to 1800.

to 1S05,
as
in

jMonroe.

Smith, Samuel (i 752-1839), of Maryland, fought at Long Island,
Harlem and White Plains, and was distinguished at Brandywine and
Fort Mifflin, which he commanded. He also fought at Monmouth. He
represented Maryland in the U. S. Congress as a Democrat from 1793
to 1803, in the U. S. Senate from 1803 to 1815, and again in the House
from 1816 to 1822. He was again U. S. Senator from 1833 to 1835.

He

attempted, with his brother Robert, to control Madison's adminis-

tration.

Smith, Samuel P., of Massachusetts, born in
hymn, " My Country, 'tis of Thee."

1808, is the

Died

of the national

Smith,

Thomas K.

(1820-1S87),

commanded

Landing, Corinth and Vicksburg.
the Red River expedition in 1863.
at Pittsburgh

author

1895.

a Federal regiment

He

led a division in

Smith, Truman (i 791-1884), represented Connecticut in the U. S.
Congress as a Whig from 1S39 to 1843 and from 1845 to 1849, and in the
U. S. Senate from 1849 to 1854.
Smith, William. (1762-1840), represented South Carolina in the
U. S. Congress as a Democrat from 1797 to 1799. He was a circuit
judge from 1799 to 1S16. He served in the South Carolina Senate from

He was a U. S. Senator
He was a strict State-rights

1806 to 1808.
to

1

83 1.

from 1817 to 1823 and from 1826
advocate, but opposed nullifica-

tion.

Smith, William

(1796-1887), represented Virginia in the U. S.

Congress as a Democrat from 1841 to 1843. He was Governor of Virginia from 1845 to 1S48, and again a Congressman from 1853 to i85i,
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Smith, William F., born

in 1S24,

was engaged

at the battle of Bull

General McDowell. He commanded a division at
Yorktown, Williamsburg, Fair Oaks, Savage Station and Malvern Hill
He comin 1862. He led a division at South Mountain and Antietam.
manded a corps at Fredericksburg. He engaged in the operations about
Chattanooga in 1863, and fought at Missionary Ridge. He rendered
valuable services by placing a bridge across the Tennessee at Brown's
Ferry, which made possible the victories at Chattanooga. He commanded a corps at Cold Harbor and Petersburg in 1864, and has written

Run on

the

staff of

extensively on the war.

Smithson, James

(1754-1829), of England, bequeathed his estate

of 1500,000 for founding the Smithsonian Institution which was erected
at Washington in 1846 "for the increase and diffusion of knowledge

among men."

Smithsonian Institution, a scientific establishment in Washington,
was organized by Act of Congress August, 1846, under the provisions of
the will of James Smithson, which bequeathed 1515.169 to the United
States Government.

Smuggling. The British navigation laws and laws protective to
manufactures caused bold and extensive smuggling throughout the
colonies during the latter part of the seventeenth and half of the eighteenth centuries. Respectable merchants and prominent public men
felt no qualms of conscience in cheating the revenue officers by illicit
trade with pirates and with West India merchants. New York was the
though Boston, Philadelphia and Charleston were also enriched by smuggled goods. Governor Bellomont, of
New York, found in 1700, that a " lycencious trade with pyrats, Scotprincipal port for smugglers,

land and Curasao had sprung up and the province of New York grew
All this led to the attempt of
rich, but the customes, they decreased."
the British Government to enforce the Acts of Trade, which did much to
'

'

'

'

precipitate the Revolution.

Smyth, Alexander (1765-1830), came
He represented Virginia in the U.

1775.

from

181 7 to 1825

and from 1827

to 1830.

vS.

America from Ireland in
Congress as a Democrat

He

wrote " Regulations for

to

the Infantry."

Socialistic I^abor Party, organized at Baltimore by a congress of
A manifesto was issued setting forth their demands
and principles, both being moderate. The party is composed of local
sections in nearly every city, these sections being divided into branches.
socialists in 1883.
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Softs, or Softshells, the name given to a faction of the Democratic
party in New York from 1852 to i860, partly identical with the " barn
burners " of the preceding period, and disinclined to alliance with the
pro-slavery democracy of the South.

Sojourner, Truth (i 775-1883), was freed from slavery in New York
She was an effective lecturer upon politics, temperance, women's rights and slavery.
in 181 7.

Soley, James Russell, born in 1850, professor at Annapolis, has
superintended the governmental publication of the naval records of the
He has been Assistant Secretary of the Navy
Civil War since 18S3.
from 1890 to 1893. He published "The Boys of 1812," the "Autobiography of Commodore Morris, and several books of naval history.
'

'

was given command of the " NautiWar from 1803 to 1804.
He commanded a division of gunboats, and was distinguished for gallantr5\
He attempted to destroy the Tripolitan fleet by exploding a
bomb-vessel in their midst. All on board were killed by the premature

Somers, Richard

(1778-1804),

lus " in Preble's squadron during the Tripolitan

explosion of the vessel.

Somerset, or Mill Spring, Kentuck}', was the scene

of a bloodj'

between the Union and Confederate forces January 18, 1862.
General ZoUicoffer had strongly intrenched his camp, but he was superseded by Gen. Geo. B. Crittenden a few days before the battle. General
Thomas was assigned to the duty of attacking the Confederates, which
he performed with great dash and gallantry. The Confederates fought
with wonderful heroism but fortune was against them, the tide of battle
turning, it was claimed, because of the incapacity of Crittenden. General ZoUicoffer was killed and great spoils fell to the victorious Union
troops. The losses were 247 Union and 349 Confederates.
battle

Sonom.a, a Californian stronghold, taken June 14, 1846, without an
engagement, b}' Ezekiel Merritt and twenty American soldiers of Capr
It is to be remembered in connection with
tain Fremont's command.
the Bear Flag revolt in California, partially incited by Fremont. The
fort, at the time of its capture, was ungarrisoned, being inhabited only
by Colonel Vallejo, an old Mexican ofi&cer.

Sons of the American Revolution,
ants of

.soldiers, sailors

and conspicuous

a society of the male descendpatriots during the Revolu-

tion, originally organized in California July 4, 1876.

State branches.

It

has

now

thirty
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Sons of I/iberty.

The name was

first

assumed by a society organ-

ized in Connecticut, in 1755, to advance theological liberty.
his speech in

Parliament February

6,

1765, applied the

Barre, in

words to the

whole body of American patriots. They advocated non-importation,
aided in the hanging in effigy of the stamp distributor, Oliver, in 1765,
and proposed, in 1774, the organization of a Continental Congress.
They embraced mainly the younger and more ardent element.

Sons of the Revolution, an
Sons
It

of the

has

now

organization of the same nature as the

American Revolution,

first

established in

New York

in 1875.

seventeen State branches.

Soule, Pierre (1802-1870), was driven from France on account of
and his attacks on the Ministry of Charles X.
He came to the United States in 1826. After studying law at New
Orleans, he represented Louisiana in the U. S. Senate as a Democrat in
He was Minister to Spain from 1853 to
1847 and from 1849 to 1853.
1S55, and was one of the ministers who framed the celebrated " Ostend
Manifesto" in 1854. He was an able and eloqi^ent defender of the
his extreme liberal ideas

Southern cause while in public

life.

South, University of the, Sewanee, Tenn., was chartered by Episcopalians in 1858, but not opened for ten years on account of the war.

The

theological department

was opened

in 1876.

South American Republics, Recognition of. As early as 181
Henry Clay had ardently advocated in Congress the appropriation of
money for sending an accredited minister to the self-liberated State of
Buenos Ayres. His motion was, however, rejected. By 1822. through
the efforts of Bolivar and other patriotic South American liberators.
Chili, Peru, New Granada and Venezuela had been practically freed
from Spanish dominion. In March, 1822, President Monroe, in a
special message to Congress, recommended the recognition of these republics and the establishment of international relations with them.
Congress passed an almost unanimous resolution to this effect in the
same year, and by 1825 arrangements had been made for an exchange

of ministers.

South Carolina was one

of the original thirteen States of the

was partially explored by the Spaniards in 1525,
who named it Chicora. French Huguenots under Ribaut attempted to
plant a colony at Port Royal in 1562, but the colonists soon abandoned
the undertaking and returned to France. In 1670 William Sayle and
American Union.

It
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a party of Englishmen founded Charleston.

Charles II. gave the terbetween 29° north latitude and 36° 30' north latitude to eight of his
favorites (1663), and in 1665 he issued a charter to the proprietors by
which the virtual control of the colony was placed in their hands.
They employed Locke, the philosopher, to draw up a constitution
which should provide an ideal government. Locke's Fundamental
Constitutions, or the " Grand Model," attempted in vain to set up the
feudal system and was formally abandoned by the proprietors in 1693.
In 1700 the colony was separated from North Carolina, the boundary
being fixed in 1732. South Carolina became a royal colony in 1729.
The Southern boundary caused a dispute with Georgia which was
settled in 1787 in favor of Georgia.
South Carolina then ceded her
ritory

western territory, consisting of a strip twelve miles wide, to the general
government. During the Revolution the important battles of Fort
Moultrie, Cowpens, King's Mountain, Camden and Eutaw^ Springs were
fought in South Carolina. The first constitution was made in 1776, the
present in 1867. The National Constitution was ratified May 23, 1788,
by a vote of 149 to 73. For some years the Federalists retained control
of the State because of the wealth and influence of their leaders. In
1800 Pinckney refused the offer of the Democrats in the Legislature to
choose electors favorable to Jefferson and himself and stood by his coldefeat.
From this time the State was solidly
By the famous compromise of 1808 the apportionment of
representatives was made according to population and taxes. The State

league,

Adams, in his

Democratic.

tariff of 1828 b}' the " South
Carolina Exposition," in which the doctrine of nullification was de-

protested against the gross inequality of the

fended.

In 1832 the

tariff of

1828, the "tariff of

abominations," was

whereupon
Columbia on November 24, 1832, declared the tariff acts of 1828 and 1832 null and void and prohibited paj^ment of duties after February i, 1833. Henry Claj^'s compromise tariff
was passed in 1833, and at the same time a force bill became law on
March 11, 1833, the nullification ordinance was repealed. South Carolina was the mother of secession, and after 1850 she was ready to secede
at any time when she could rely upon the aid of the. other States.
December 20, i860, an ordinance of secession was passed to sustain.
which the State furnished 60,000 troops out of a population including
only 47,000 voters. April 12, 1861, Fort Sumter was fired on. South
Carolina was re-admitted June 25, 1868. From 1868 to 1873 the (" carpetbag ") State government was exceedingh- corrupt. In 1870 and 1871
the Ku-Klux Klan aimed at the suppression of the negro vote by outmodified, but the principle of protection

South Carolina

still

retained,

in convention at

;

rage.

In 1876 the Republicans carried the State in a disorderly elec-
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Hon. Since that time the State has been steadily Democratic. The
population of South Carolina in 1790 was 249,033 in 1890 it was
;

1,151,149-

South Dakota was

originally a part of the Louisiana cession.

Be-

boundary between the United States and
Canada the territory was under British rule. Dakota was organized as
a territory in 1S61, and in 1SS9, November 2, the two Dakotas were
admitted as States. The manufacture or sale of intoxicating liquors
was prohibited by an act of 1S90. The State is Republican. Its population in 1S90 was 328,800.
fore the settlement of the

South Mountain, Md., an engagement,

during Lee's expedition

which continued throughout the day, September 14,
1862, between the main body of Lee's army and several divisions of
Burnside's column of McClellan's army. Jackson had been dispatched
by Lee to capture Harper's Ferry, he himself moving toward South
Mountain, whither he was pursued by McClellan's troops. The engagement was opened by an attempt by the Confederates, under Hill, to
oppose the Union troops' passage of Catoctin Creek. This was unsuccessful, and the Confederates retired farther up the mountain, guarding
Cox, Reno, Hooker and Ricketts forced
all passages with batteries.
their way up the right and left country roads and succeeded in carrying
the eminence, outflanking the Confederates on the right and left. The

into INIaryland,

latter

were forced to retreat in the night, leaving their dead.

South Polar Expedition. A South Polar expedition was fitted
out in 1898 by Sir George Newnes, of London, and the command given
to C. E. Borchgrevink, a Swedish navigator. The expedition sailed on
the ve.ssel " Southern Cross," from Hobart Town, Tasmania, Dec. 19,
1898, with nine scientists, and returned to Wellington, New Zealand,
April I, 1900, with report that they had located the " Magnetic Pole,"
which
ever

'

is

about 800 miles from the true pole, but

is

the nearest approach

made by any voyage.

South Sea. So near was the South Sea or Pacific Ocean thought to
be to the Atlantic at the time of the granting of the colonial charters
that several of them granted lands extending to the South Sea. Such
was the charter of the Virginia Company, granted in 1609, and the
charters of Massuchusetts Bay, Connecticut and Carolina.
Southampton, Henry Wriothesley, Earl of (1573-1624), was
among others, expedi-

active in the colonization of America, sending,
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under Bartholomew Gosnold in 1602, and under Lord Arundel in
He was treasurer (i. e., president) of the Virginia Company from

1620.

Southard, Samuel I/. (1787-1842), represented New Jersey in the
U. S. Senate as a Democrat from 1821 to 1823. He was Secretary of the
Navy in the Cabinets of Monroe and Adams from 1823 to 1829. He
was acting Secretary of the Treasury, March to July, 1825, and U. S.
Senator, 1833 to 1842.

Southwest Territory,

a territory of the United States, comprising
the region ceded by North Carolina (now Tennessee) and the narrow
strip ceded by South Carolina.
This was organized in 1790 as the
all

Southwest Territory, with institutions resembling those of the Northwestern, except for the admission of slavery. With the admission of
Tennessee in 1796 and the organization of the Mississippi Territory iu
1798, this Territory went out of existence.
Spain was an ally of France and the United States from 1778
1783 she possessed all to the south and west of the United
States.
treaty of October 27, 1795, between the United States
and Spain, the southern boundary of the United States was defined, the
navigation of the Mississippi was granted, and New Orleans made a port
A claims convention was concluded in 1802, but Spain did
of deposit.
not ratify it until 1818. The cession of Louisiana in 1803 and the occupation of West Florida in 1810 caused some trouble with Spain.
By the
treaty of 1819 the Floridas were ceded to the United States, and the
Sabine agreed upon as the western boundary of Louisiana the United
States assumed claims of ^5,000,000 due from Spain to United States
Soon after, Mexico and the Central and South American States
citizens.
secured their independence of Spain. Claims conventions were concluded in 1834 and 1871, An extradition convention was concluded in
A reciprocity
1877, which was amended by the convention of 1882.
agreement was made February 13, 18S4. A reciprocity treaty, relative
to American trade with Cuba and Porto Rico, was concluded
1891.

Spain.

to 1782.

From
By the

;

m

War

of 1898. In 1895 a new rebellion broke
Capt.-Gen. Weyler attempted in vain to suppress it by
measures so cruel and so destructive that intervention by the United
States was freqiiently suggested. Pres. McKinley's message of Dec,
The Sagasta Ministry, acting
1S97, counseled further forbearance.
through Capt.-Gen. Blanco, made proposals of home rule for Cuba, but
without real prospect of success. On Feb. 15 the U. S. S. " Maine"

Spanish-American

out in Cuba.

16
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in Havana harbor, under circumstances which made it
probable that some Spanish oflRcials were responsible. The nation
showed remarkable self-control, but determined that Spain's misrule in
Cuba must end. Pres. McKinley attempted to bring this about by
diplomacy. By a message of April ii he admitted his failure, and

was blown up

On April 19 Congress declared
recommended forcible intervention.
Cuba independent and authorized intervention. Spain declared our
action a declaration of war, Apr. 21. Havana blockaded, Apr. 22.
First naval action, Apr. 27, at Matanzas, Cuba.

May

May

i,

battle of Manila.

Spanish Admiral
Cervera's fleet
Shut in. May 29,
by Com. Schley, joined by Acting Admiral Sampson, June i. Ladrone
Islands captured June 21. Land and naval battles of Santiago (which
see), July i to 17. Gen. Miles landed on Porto Rico (which see), July
Aug. 12, peace protocol signed at Washington. Admiral Dewey
25.
and Gen. Merritt jointly took Manila, Aug. 13. Total cost of the war
was |i355, 000,000 of which amoiint the army received ^255, 000 and the
navy 169,000,000. The total losses to the American army from May i,
1898, to February 28, 1899, were
near Cabanas, Cuba.
reported at Santiago, Cuba, May 19.

First land skirmish.

11,

:

Killed in action

329

Died of wounds
Died of disease

125

5,277

Total

5,731

Sparks, Jared (1789-1866), an American historical writer, was
graduated at Harvard in 1S15, and after a short experience as a Unitarian
clergyman, became the editor of the North American Revieiv in 1824
Afterward he was professor in Harthis position he held until 1S31.
;

and president of that college in 1S49-1853. His voluminous works
include the edition of the " Diplomatic Correspondence of the American
vard,

Revolution" in twelve volumes; the writings of Washington with a
in twelve volumes; the "Library of American Biography" (of
which Sparks himself wrote the lives of Arnold, Allen and others), an
edition of Franklin's works, and a biography of Gouverneur Morris.
His life and letters have been edited by H. B. Adams in 1893.

life,

Speaker. After the model of the English House of Commons, the
popular branch of each colonial legislature had its speaker. When, at'
the time of the Revolution, the State constitutions were formed, some
States gave this same title to the presiding officers of their upper hou.ses.
The Constitution of 1787 provides for the office of Speaker of the House
The House of Representatives shall
of Representatives, in saying

.

!

'

'
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choose their Speaker and other officers " but that the Speaker should
he now is, the most important and influential official of the
Federal Government, next after the I'resident, was not contemplated
by the framers of the Constitution. This has come about gradually, as
a consequence of the development of the system of standing committees
;

be, as

Committees) and of the intrusting of their appointment to the
The first speaker of the modern kind, more a leader of the
House than a mere presiding officer, was Speaker Claj-.
(see art.

Speaker.

Specie Circular, a treasury circular drafted by Senator Benton and
issued at President Jackson's orders July II, 1S36, which directed that
nothing but gold and silver should be received in payment for the public
lands.
This was Jackson's last financial exploit. The circular was
issued quite in opposition to the sentiment or will of Congress. The
next Congress passed a bill to rescind this specie circular, but Jackson
it by a pocket veto.
The circular created much indignation
throughout the country, and contributed greatly to the financial crash

killed

of 1837.

Specie Resumption.

In 1861, after the breaking out of the Civil

War, the banks of New York suspended coin payments, and their example was followed by most of the banks through the country. Congress authorized the issue of large quantities of United States notes, to
be a legal-tender. January 14, 1875, an act was passed by Congress,

ordering the resumption of specie payments of Government contracts to
begin January i, 1S79. To this end the purchase of bullion and the

manufacture of subsidiary coin was at once begun for the redemption of
These notes were rapidly presented for redemption,
compelling the Government to run its mints over business hours.
fractional notes.

Speed, James

(1812-1887), was prominent in urging Kentucky to
from disunion, and was active in the National cause. He was
Attorney-General from 1S64 to 1S66 in the Cabinets of Lincoln and

refrain

U. S.
Johnson.

" Speedwell," the ship which was to have sailed with the " Mayflower " in 1620, and which joined her at Southampton for that purpose,
having brought the Pilgrims from Delfthaven thither. Twice she started
and twice she put back,
finally the " Mayflower"

first

to

Dartmouth and then

to

Plymouth

;

sailed alone.

Spencer, John C. (1788-1855), represented New York in the U. S.
Congress as a Democrat from 1817 to 1819. He served in Tyler's Cabi-
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net as Secretary of

ury from 1843 to

War from

1S41 to 1843

and as Secretary

of the Treas-

1844.

Spencer, Josepli (17 14-1789), was appointed brigadier-general in the
Continental army in 1775. He served at Boston and New York and
commanded the unsuccessful Rhode Island expedition. He represented Connecticut in the Continental Congress in 1779.

August V. T.

(1S55-1887), anarchist, came to the United
Germany in 1871. He was hanged as one of the instigators
Haymarket massacre in Chicago in 18S6, when sixty-two police-

Spies,

States from
of the

men were wounded.
Spinner, Francis "H. (1802-1890), represented New York in the
U. S. Congress as an anti-slavery Democrat from 1855 to 1861. He was
U. S. Treasurer from 1861 to 1875, and ended his service without the
discrepancy in his accounts of a penny.
Spiritualists, a name applied to the believers in the theory that
can and do act through sensitive organizations known as mediums. It first came into prominence in the United States through the
manifestations of the Fox Sisters, at Hydeville, N. Y., 1848. The phespirits

nomena consist of the moving of phj'sical objects, rapping, spirit-photographing, etc. The believers in these manifestations are not yet completely organized into a separate body, but issue periodicals and books
in great numbers.

SpofFord,

Ainsworth R., born in 1825, and was librarian of ConHe has published "The American Almanac" (an-

gress, 1864 to 1897.

nual) and "

A Practical Manual

of Parliamentary Rules."

Spoils System. The system of partisan use of the offices as a
means of rewarding those who have worked for the election of the appointer and of punishment for those who have not, was earlier developed in New York and Pennsylvania than elsewhere, largely because of
the existence in those States of a large body of apathetic non-English
voters.
In New York the ill-devised council of appointment had much
and so had Aaron Burr. In the FedGovernment, Jefferson carried out the system to a considerable extent.
The Act of 1820 prescribing a four years' term for many officers
favored its growth. Finally, the politicians who surroimded Jackson
brought it to its full development as an engine of party warfare. It has
since been a regular feature of American politics in ever}' administration, tempered of late by the provisions of the Civil Service Act of 1883.
to do with the growth of the system,
eral
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a statement of Senator W. L. Marcy, of
York, in a speech in the Senate in 1832. Speaking of the New
York politicians, he said " They see nothing wrong in the rule that to
the victor belong the spoils of the enemy.

The phrase was derived from

New

:

'

Spotswood, Alexander

(1676- 1740), was Governor of Virginia
and greatly improved the condition of the colony by
wise laws and careful administration. He was Deputy Postmaster-General of the colonies from 1730 to 1739.

from 1710

to 1723,

Spottsylvania Court House, Va., an indecisive but hard- fought
and sanguinary engagement during the Civil War (1864). Grant led
the Union army of about 100,000 men. The Confederates engaged
numbered aboiit 50,000. After the battle of the Wilderness, Grant
wished to cut off L,ee's comnmnications with Richmond, and with this
intention he hurried forward toward Spottsylvania Court House.
Lee
hastened in the same direction, and, by obstructing the Federal route
with felled trees and skirmishers, managed to arrive first, Warren's
advance corps of Grant's army being detained on the road. On Maj' 7,
1864, there was some slight skirmishing.
May 8, Grant sent Sheridan's
cavalry corps to ride around the Confederate army, tearing up bridges
and railroads and demolishing trains. This corps engaged J. E. B.
Stuart's Confederate cavalry, defeating them and killing their leader.
The National line was formed with Hancock holding the right, Warren
and Sedgwick the center, and Burnside the left. On the 9th and
loth assaults were made upon a salient or weak point in the Confederate defenses by Hancock, and then by Upton, but the Confederates remained firm. It rained on the nth and there was no fighting. On
the 1 2th a desperate chai-ge by Hancock captured the coveted salient.
The Confederate Edward Johnston and 4,000 men were taken. This
captured point the Confederates charged again and again, and there
was frightful slaughter on both sides. From this "death angle" the
Confederates retired at midnight.

Sprague, Charles

(1791-1875), poet,

Bank, Boston, from 1824 to 1865.
He wrote a "Shakespeare Ode,"
Meeting," etc.

was cashier

of the

Globe

He won distinction by his poems.
"The Brothers " and " The Family

Sprague, Peleg (1793-1880), represented Maine in the U. S. Congress as a National Republican from 1825 to 1829, and in the U. S. Senate from 1829 to 1835.
He was U. S. Judge for the Massachusetts district

from 1841 to

1865.
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Spragtie, William, born iu 1830, was Governor of Rhode Island
from i860 to 1863. He represented Rhode Island in the U. S. Senate as
a Republican from 1863 to 1875.

Spring Hill, Tenn., scene of a defeat of 2,600 Federal troops, led
by Colonel Coburn, by General Van Dorn, commanding 20,000 Confederates, March 5, 1863.
Coburn had been sent thither by Rosecrans
to co-operate with Sheridan, who was making demonstrations against
Forrest toward the South. Van Dorn fell upon him when quite unprepared for battle. Coburn fought gallantly during one entire daj',
despite the fact that he was completely surrounded by Van Dorn's
superior numbers. In the evening his ammunition had given out and
his forces were greatly reduced, so he had to surrender 1,300 of his infantry.
Later, November 29, 1864, a brief battle was fought here during Hood's campaign in Tennessee, between a small detachment of
Hood's army and a company of Federals from Thomas' force under
Stanley. The latter was guarding a baggage-train when the Confederates came upon him.
There was no decisive victory.
Springer, William M., born
Constitutional Convention in 1862.

in 1836,

was secretary of the

Illinois

He

has represented Illinois in the
U. S. Congress as a Democrat since 1875. He was a member of the
Potter Committee on the Presidential election of 1876, and of the joint
committee which reported the Electoral Commission Bill. He has been

prominent in

tariff legislation.

Springfield, 111., became the State capital in 1837. It was laid out
and was incorporated as a city in 1840. It was the residence
of Irincoln before he became President, and his body lies buried there
under a magnificent monument.
in 1822,

Springfield, Mo., occupied by Brown with 2,400 Federal militia in
Marmaduke, commanding 4,000 Confederates, appeared suddenly January 8, 1863, from Arkansas, and fell upon Brown's outposts.
The latter's five earthworks were si^eedily destroyed. Brown fought
gallantly from ten o'clock till dark. Marmaduke then withdrew, having lost over 200 men. Brown's loss was even more severe. He himself lost his right arm.
1862-63.

Springfield, N. J., Battle of, June 23, 1780. In June, 17S0, Genadvanced to seize the American stores at Morristown, N. J.
On the twenty-third his army of about 5,000 men met the Americans at
Springfield. The Americans were unable to resist and were driven back
eral Clinton
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Here Greene formed them again and the

could not force their position.

The

retreated.
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loss of the

The

British

British then fired the village

Americans was estimated

at

and

about sixty, that

of the British about 300.

"Squatter Sovereig-nty."

A

term derisively used as a substitute
which Douglas and others used

for the phrase " popular sovereignty,"

to characterize their plan of leaving

it

decide, without Congressional

tory to

become a

to the inhabitants of each terri-

interference,

whether

it

should

free ,State or a slave State.

Squier, Kphraim G. (1S2T-18S8), was charge d'affaires to the CenAmerican States in 1S49, ^^'^^ ^- S. Commissioner to Peru in 1S63.
He made valuable historical and geographical investigations in Central
and South America.
tral

Stamp Act. In 1765 George Grenville, Chancellor of the English
Exchequer, proposed a bill for taxing the colonies through a stamp
But the measure aroused
duty. No serious opposition was expected.
great excitement in America as an attempt at taxation without representation.

Stamp Act Congress, a body of delegates from all the colonies exNew Hampshire, Virginia, North Carolina and Georgia, which
met at New York October 7, 1765, and adjourned October 25. The
cept

action of this Congress consisted of an address to the king, petitions to
Parliament and a declaration of the rights and grievances of the colonies.

It

protested that the colonies could only be taxed by their own
claimed the inherent right

representatives in the colonial assemblies

;

and declared the Stamp Act
ency to subvert the riglits and liberties of the
of trial

by

Commons

jury,

to

have a manifest tend-

colonies.

The House

of

objected to the declaration as that of an unconstitutional

gathering.

Stanbery, Henry (1803-1881), was Attorney-General in Johnson's
Cabinet from 1866 to 1868, when he resigned to become leading counsel
for the President in the impeachment trial.
Standish, Myles
in 1620.

He

(1584 ?-i656), came to America with the Pilgrims
led the exploring expeditions to discover a suitable place

He was appointed military captain in 162 1, being the
commissioned military officer in New England. He rendered valu-

for settlement.
first

able service in repelling Indian hostilities.
a$ agent for the

He visited England in 1625
He founded

colony and returned with supplies in 1626,
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and for
His courtship of Priscilla Mul" Courtship of Miles
lens was commemorated by Longfellow in his

Duxbury
/

He was

in 1632.

a

member

of the executive council,

years treasurer of the colony.

many

Standish."

Stanford, Iveland (1824-1893), became a successful merchant in
He was Governor of California from 1861 to 1863. As

California.

president of the Central Pacific Railroad he superintended its conHe served in the U. S. Senate as a
struction over the mountains.
He founded Iceland Stanford, Jr.,
to
from
1893.
1884
Republican

University in California with |20,ooo,ooo, which offers

all

branches of

education.

Stanley, David S., born in 1828, led a division at Island No. 10
and Corinth in 1862. He was active iij Sherman's Georgia invasion.
He fought at Murfreesboro, Nashville and Franklin.

Henry M.,

Stanley,

explorer, born in

1840,

came

to the United

He

has made exploring expeditions in
and 1887-89, accounts of which he
187^82
Africa in 1870-72, 1874-77,
has published.

Wales

States from

in

1S55.

Stannard, George J.
Ferry.

He

(

Run and Harper's
He led the advance on

1820-1886), fought at Bull

led a brigade at Gettysburg in 1863.

Petersburg and Richmond, and captured Fort Harrison in 1864.

Edwin McMasters

Stanton,
of the Civil

War,

built

up

(

1814-1869), the great

a large legal business in

War

Secretary

Ohio and Pennsyl-

vania before the Rebellion, but held no offices except reporter to the
Ohio Supreme Court. President Buchanan called him to his Cabinet as
Attorney-General in i860. In 1862 President Lincoln selected him to

succeed Cameron as Secretary of War. His conduct of this department
was very energetic he was, however, embroiled at times with politicians and officers especially notable were his controversies with McContinuing in Johnson's Cabinet, he differed
Clellan and Sherman.
seriously with the President, and was suspended in August, 1867. This
action brought to a head the quarrel between Congress and the PresiStanton was restored in January, 1868, removed in February.
dent.
;

;

The

President's

was nominated

impeachment followed.

By

President Grant Stanton

as Justice of the Suj)reme Court, but

he died soon

after-

ward.

Stanton, "Elizabeth. Cady, born in 1815, has been prominent as an
woman suffrage. She has addressed legislatures, com-

advocate of
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York

She was a candidate

249
for Congress in

New

in i86S.

Statiwix,
1756 as

John

commander

(1690-1765), came to America from England in
of a battalion and was assigned command in the

District.
In 1758 he constructed the important fortress
Fort Stanwix at the Oneida carr3-ing-place on the Mohawk
River. In 1759 he repaired old Fort Du Quesne at Pittsburgh. He
returned to England in 1760.

Southern
called

erected in 1758 on the Mohawk River, at what was
"the great carrying-place," by Brigadier-General Stanwix.
The name was afterward changed to Fort Schuyler. It was built to protect the countr}' from the depredations of the Six Nations, and treaties
were concluded there between those Indians and the English, determin-

Stanwix, Fort,

called

ing the boundaries of the Indian Territory in 1768. In 1777 Peter
Gansevoort was placed in command of the fort and was besieged for

month by the English under St. Leger. He refused to caphowever, and St. Leger was compelled to withdraw. The fort
was abandoned in 1781, being partially destroyed by the floods of that
nearly a
itulate,

year.

" Star of

tlie West," a steamer sent by the Federal Government
York, January 5, 1861, laden with reinforcements and supplies for Fort Sumter.
She appeared off the Charleston bar January 9,
but was promptly fired upon by the batteries of Fort Moultrie and
Morris Island, and being struck by a shell put back to New York.
She was afterward, April 20, 1861, seized by the Confederates in the
harbor of Indianola.

from

New

Star Routes, the name applied to postal lines over which the mail
cannot be carried by railroad or steamboat. In 1881 the second assistant Postmaster-General, Thomas J. Brady, and others, including Senator S. W. Dorsey, of Arkansas, were accused of combining with
certain mail contractors to defraud the Government. The combination
had originally 134 routes, upon which the compensation for service
under the contract amounted to I143, 169. By increasing the number of
trips per week, shortening the contract time for each trip and allowing
therefor, the compensation was raised to|622,8o8.
Dorsey was brought
to trial in 1882.
Dorsey denied all charges and the first jury failed to
bring a decision. A second trial took place in 1883 and Dorsey was acquitted.
Brady's trial was postponed, and no decision was found against
him. But the corrupt combination was broken up, though not before
several therein concerned became enormously enriched from the spoils.
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" Star-Spangled Banner." This song was composed September
Fort McHenry, by Francis S. Key,
13, 1814, during the bombardment of
a young Baltimorean, who had gone down the harbor in a cartel vessel.
" Anacreon in
It was published and sung at the theaters to the air of
Heaven," and immediately became popular.

Stark, Major John, a veteran of the French and Indian War, who
gallantly defended the western frontier of Vermont against the British.
On August 16, 1777, at the head of a regiment of New Hampshire milihe attacked a body of British that had intrenched themselves on
Walloomscoick Heights, near Bennington. The fighting was desperate
for several hours when the British, or, rather, Hessians, tried to break
through the American lines. In this attempt General Baum, their
leader, was killed, and his followers, seven hundred in number, surrendered. General Breyman, second in command, abandoned his artillery
and escaped, leaving his wounded and guns in the hands of the Americans. This was one of the most complete and brilliant victories of the
war, for the Americans lost less than one hundred men, while the
casualties to the enemy was twice as great besides the loss of their artia,

tillery.

^

Stars and Bars, the flag of the Confederacy. March 5, 1861, the
Flag Committee appointed in the Provisional Senate of the Southern
States recommended that " the flag of the Confederate States shall conred field with a white space extending horizontally through
the center, and equal in width to one-third the width of the flag." It
was first displayed March 4, 1861, sinuiltaneously with the inauguration
of Lincoln, being unfurled over the State House at Montgomery, Ala.
In 1863 the Confederate Senate adopted a white flag with one blue star
in the center, the Stars and Bars bearing too close a resemblance to
" battle
the Stars and Stripes. Johnston and Beauregard also adopted a
flag," a red ground with a blue diagonal cross and white stars.

sist of a

In 1609, after the departure of Captain John
England, the settlers of Jamestown, Va., were, during many
months, reduced to the last extremities, being obliged to eat rats, snakes,
toads and even dead bodies to prevent starvation. This was known as

"Starving Time."

Smith

for

the " starving time."

State, Department of. Under the Continental Congress, foreign
were at first managed by a committee. January 10, 1781, the ofLivingstone held
fice of Secretary for Foreign Affairs was instituted.
Congress
a Department
the
First
In
to
from
1789.
1784
it till 1783, Jay

affairs
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and a Home Department were at first planned, but on
the Department of State was formed, uniting the func-

of Foreign Affairs

July

27, 17S9,

tions of the two.

Staten Island, N. Y., was bought from the Indians by Michael
in 163 1 and later transferred to the Dutch West India Company.

Pauw

was settled by colonists under De Vries in 1637, and two years
burned and ravaged by the Raritan Indians. The West India
Company acquired the patroon titles on the island, but in 1665 it was
confiscated by the Duke of York.
It

later

States. The Declaration of Independence declared " that these
united colonies are, and of right ought to be, free and independent
Whether they were
States." Thirteen States thenceforth existed.

from the beginning independent and sovereign, or whether the primary
first due to the United States, has
been much debated. The fact is, that both views can find countenance
allegiance of the citizen was from the

and ofiicial expressions of that early time, and that the Union
has come to be supreme in all men's minds only by historic processes.
Ardent advocacy of State-rights was associated with the theory that
the Constitution was a voluntary compact, and led to the doctrines of
nullification and secession.
The States at once organized governments
modeled on those of the colonial period, with strict severance of the
legislative, executive and judiciary departments.
It has been one of
in public

'

'

'

'

—

the chief causes of the success of the American Union that, from the beits scheme provided for the admission of new States.
On Oc-

ginning,
tober

10,

1780,

the Continental

Congress resolved that the western
shall be settled and formed

territory to be ceded to the United States

'

'

which shall become members of the
Federal Union, and have the same rights of sovereignty, freedom and
independence, as the other States." The first States so admitted were
Vermont and Kentucky. The act admitting Kentucky was passed on
February 4, 1791, to take effect June i, 1792 that admitting Vermont
was passed February 18, 1791, to take effect March 4, 1792. The date
usually regarded as the date of admission of a State is that on which
into distinct, republican States,

;

the act took

effect.

States, Admission of.
took effect.)

Delaware
Pennsylvania

New

Jersey

(The date given

ratified the Constitution

do.

do.

do.

do.

is

that

when admission

December
December
December

7,

1787

12,

1787

18,

1787

252
Georgia
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States' Rights. All parlies have, of course, professed to be friendly
under the Constitution. But the term
" State?' fights " as a political watchword in U. S. history has meant
the rights of the States as interpreted by those who have held the theory
that the States are partners to a constitutional compact, that their rights
to all the rights of the States

include essential rights of sovereignty, and that the paramount alleis due to his State rather than to the Federal Govwas State rights conceived in this sense which were made
the movements for nullification and secession.

giance of the citizen

ernment.

It

the basis of

Rumsey and Fitch invented the steamboat before Fulhe was the first to make a practical success of it. His boat, the
"Clermont," made a successful trip up the Hudson in 1S07. The
" Clermont " was a paddle-wheel boat, of twenty horse-power. Fulton
and R. R. Livingston obtained from the State of New York a monopoly
of the use of this invention on New York waters during thirty years.
(See Gibbons Z'J. Ogden.) In 1819 the steamboat " Savannah " sailed
from America to Liverpool. Almost immediately steamboats began to
be used on the Mississippi and other Western rivers, and contributed
enormously to the development of population and agriculture in the
great central valley. In 181 8 the first steamer appeared on the Great
Lakes, the " Walk-in-the-Water." By 1S30 there was a daily line
from Buffalo to Detroit. Steam navigation across the Atlantic was esSteamboat.

ton, but

—

tablished in 1838.

Stedman, Bdtnund Clarence, born

in 1S33,

contributed

many

New York Tribune after 1859. He was war correspondent of the New York World from 1861 to 1863. Since 1865 he has been
a stock-broker in New York. He wrote "The Diamond Wedding,"
poems

to the

How Old John Brown took Harper's Ferry," " Alice of Monmouth,"
" Poets of America," " Gettysburg," and edited a " Library of Ameri"

can

Literatvire.

Stedman, Fort, Va., garrisoned in 1865 by troops from Grant's
army, then operating around Richmond and Petersburg. It was assailed on the night of March 25 by two divisions of Lee's army under
Gordon. The assault was a surprise, and the fort was quickly captured.
The assault was intended as a ruse, under cover of which Lee planned
to retreat from Petersburg.^ The plan failed, however, for the Federals,
quickly recovering themselves, retook the

Steedman, Charles
led a

column

(1811-1890), in

of vessels at Port Royal.

fort,

March

27.

command of the "Bienville,"
He commanded the " Paul
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Jones " at Fort McAllister in 1862, and
Fisher in 1864.

Steedman, James B.
distinction at Philippi

and

(1818-1883),
Perryville.

tlie

" Ticonderoga " at Fort

commanded

He

a regiment with

led a brigade at Chicka-

mauga, and a division in the Atlanta campaign in

1864.

He

served at

Nashville.

Steele, Frederick (1819-1868), served with distinction during the

Mexican War at Contreras and Chapultepec. He commanded a brigade at Dug Spring and Wilson's Creek in 1861. He led a division at
Round Kill and Helena, and a corps in the Yazoo Expedition, and captured Arkansas Post in 1863. He commanded a division at Vicksburg,
and served at I^ittle Rock and Mobile.

Stephens, Alexander Hamilton (February
1883)

,

11,

1812

—March

4,

Vice-President of the Southern Confcderac)-, was born in Georgia,

and graduated

at

Franklin College in 1832.

Pie practiced law, served

was a Whig member of the national House of Representatives. He supported Douglas
Neverin his slavery policy, but opposed secession strongly in i860.
theless, when the step had once been taken, he sided with the ConfedHe differed with Presieracy, and was its Vice-President, 1861-1865.
dent Davis as the war progressed. In 1864 he favored peace, and in
in the Legislature of Georgia,

and from 1843

to 1859

He was impris1865 he took part in the Hampton Roads Conference.
Having been elected
in 1865, but was shortly afterward released.

oned

U. S. Senator, he was refused a seat. From 1875 to 1882 Stephens was
again a Congressman from Georgia. In the latter year he was elected
Governor of his State, but died soon after entering upon the duties of
the office. Of his works the most valuable is his " Constitutional View
of the

War Between

the States," in

tv.-o

volumes.

Stephenson, Fort (Fremont, O. ), garrisoned by 160 men under
Major Croghan, was attacked August i, 1813, by General Proctor and
Tecvnntha with 4,000 men. After a heavy bombardment, a charge was
made but gallantly repulsed. The British lost 121, the Americans only
one killed.
(1760 ?-i8o7), was executive officer of the " Conwhich captured the French frigate " L'Insurgente " in 1799
and " La Vengeance " in 1800. In command of the " Enterprise," he
captured " L' Amour de la Patrie " and a Tripolitan cruiser after a desperate encounter. The Tripolitan vessel three times renewed the con-

Sterett,

stellation,"

Andrew
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and was completely dismantled, while the " Enman.

terprise " did not lose a

Sterne, Simon, born

in 1S39, has been prominent in political reform
York. He has written " Representative Government and Personal Representation," and a " Constitutional and Political History
of
the United States."
in

New

Steuben, Friedrich Wilhelm Augmst Heinrich Ferdinand
von, called Baron Steuben (1730-1794), the disciplinarian of the American Revolutionar}- army, was born at Magdeburg.
He fought in the
war of the Austrian Succession and through the Seven Years' War. He
was then an aide to Frederick the Great and held a lucrative position,
which he exchanged in 177S for senace on the side of the Americans.
Congress appointed him inspector-general, and his services in drilling
the troops were invaluable. He com.manded the left wing at the
battle
of Monmouth, and took part in the siege of Yorktown.
He was a member of the board which decided the fate of Andre. He identified
himself even more than Lafayette with the country to which
he had given
his aid, settling in New York and receiving from Congress in
his last
years a grant of land near Utica.

Steunenberg, Frank,

Governor of Idaho for term Jancame into special prominence in
March, 1900, during an investigation of the House Committee on Military
Affairs into the causes and results of a strike among
Coeur d'Alene
miners.
It was brought out in the examination that the
governor had
uary

I,

1897, to

December

populist,

31, 1900,

issued a proclamation declaring that a state of insurrection
existed in

Shoshone County, and that he had pronounced against labor unions as
being criminal organizations dominated by criminals.

Stevens, Henry (1819-1S86), of Vermont, was an authority on the
early colonial history of America.
In 1845 he werit from Vermont to
England in search of Americana, and remained there until his death.

He was agent of the British Museum for procuring books of all kinds
regarding America, and assisted in forming libraries in America.
He
wrote " Bibliotheca Americana," " Notes on the Earliest
Discoveries in

America," and other such books.

Stevens, Isaac
ritory

from 1853 to

I. (1818-1862),

1857,

was Governor of Washington Ter-

when he became a delegate to the U. S. ConHe commanded a division at Newport News,

gress, serving

till

and

Manassas and Chantilly, where

fouglit at

iS6t.

lie

was

killed.
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(i 749-1838), made valuable discoveries in steam
constructed a boat propelled by screws iu 1S04. He
conceived the idea of a railroad system and devised the first locomotive

Stevens, John

navigation.

He

in America.

Stevens, Jolin Austin, of New York, born in 1827, was founder of
Magazine of American History. He wrote " Colonial Records of
the New York Chamber of Commerce " and " Albert Gallatin " in the
American Statesmen Series.
\h<t

Stevens, Jolin I^., of Maine, was envoy extraordinary to Sweden
and Norway from 1877 to 1883, and to Hawaii from 1889 to 1893. He
was prominent in the deposition of Queen Liliuokalani, and in the
negotiations for the annexation of Hawaii to the United States.
Died
1895.
:;ative of New Jersey and famous as a civil enIn 1842 he presented to the Government plans for an armored

Stevens, Robert, a
gineer.

vessel having a sloping battery protected by iron.
His plans being
accepted in 1844 the keel of the Stevens battery was laid. This was the
first use ever made of armor on a ship.

Stevens, Thaddeus (1792-1868), a Republican politician of inwas graduated at Dartmouth, and settled to the practice of law
in Pennsylvania.
He was a Whig member of the Pennsylvania Legislature, and as Congressman in 1849-1853 he opposed the Compromise of
1S50.
He was again in Congress from 1859 to 1868 as a Republican, of
the radical type, and advocated drastic measures. He urged emancipation and the Fourteenth Amendment, as well as acts of confiscation he
was chairman of the important Committees of Ways and Means and of
Reconstruction, proposed the impeachment of President Johnson, and
was chairman of the board of managers of the impeachment proceedfluence,

;

ings.

Stevens,

Thomas

H., born in

18 19,

fought at Port Royal and com-

the leading vessel at Fort Clinch. He captured many prizes,
and was engaged at Petersburg, Charleston and Mobile. Died 1896.

manded

Stevenson, Adlai Kwingf, born in 1835, Vice-President of the
United States, was a lawyer, practicing at Bloomington, 111. From 1S75
to 1877 and 1879 to 1881 he was a Democratic Congressman from Illinois,
and from 18S5 to 1889 he was First Assistant Postmaster-General in
President Cleveland's first administration. He received, in 1892, the

AMERICAN HISTORY.

257

Democratic nomination for the second place on the ticket with Clevewas elected, and entered office in 1893.

land,

Stevenson, Andrew

was a member of the Virginia
represented Virginia in the U. S.

(i 784-1857),

He

Legislature from 1804 to 1820.

Congress as a Democrat from 1823 to 1834, when he resigned. He
served as Speaker of the House from 1827 to 1834. He was Minister to

England from 1836

to 1841.

W.

(1812-1886), represented Kentucky in the
Stevenson, John
U. S. Congress as a Democrat from 1857 to 1861. He was Governor of
Kentucky from 1867 to 1S71, and a U. S. Senator from 1871 to 1877.

Stewart, Alexander (1740 ?-i794), born in England, served in the
Southern campaign during the Revolution. He was defeated by
General Greene at Eutaw Springs in 1781, and retreated to Charleston.
Stewart, Alexander T., (1803-1876), came to America from Ireland
He conducted at New York at the time of his death the most

in 1823.

extensive dry goods business in the world.

Stewart, Alvan

(1790-1849), of

New

York,

won

distinction as

an

advocate of temperance and slavery reform. He was the first to earnestly advocate a political party to promote the abolition of slavery.

Stewart, Charles (1778-1869), entered the U. S. navy in 179S. He
captured the French ships, " Deux Amis," " Diana " and " Louisa
Bridger," while commanding the " Experiment " in 1800. During the

War he was

executive officer of the " Constitution," and
the " Siren " from 1803 to 1806. While commanding the
"Constitution" he captured the " Pictou " and the British brigs
" Catherine " and " Phoenix " in 1813.
In 1S14 he captured the " Lord

Tripolitan

commanded

Nelson " and the " Susan."
" Cyane " and " Levant."
sides,"

In 1815 he took the British ships of war,
received the sobriquet of " Old Iron-

He

and died a rear-admiral.

He was

the grandfather of Charles

Stewart Parnell.

Stewart, Gideon T., born

in 1824,

was active

in organizing the

Prohibition party, and has been prominent in Ohio politics.

He was

the Prohibition candidate for the Vice-Presidency on the ticket with G.
C.

Smith in

1876.

Stewart, William M., born
17

in

1827, discovered

the celebrated
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He was chosen a member of the Nevada
and represented Nevada in the U. S. Senate
as a Republican from 1864 to 1875.
In 1887 he was again elected to
the U. S. Senate. His present term expires in 1899. He has been
prominent in coinage legislation.
Eureka diggings

in California.

Territorial Council in 1861,

Stiles, "HZTSL (1727-1795), was president of Yale College from 177S
He was one of the most learned Americans of his time.

to 1795-

He

wrote an "Account of the Settlement of Bristol, R. I.," and a

his-

tory of the regicides in America.

Charles

of Pennsylvania, born

has written
and
of American
Civilization," a " History of the U. S. Sanitary Commission," and
lives and letters of John Dickinson and General Anthony Wayne.
Died 1899.
Stille,

J.,

in

1819,

War," " Northern
Southern Independence," "The Historical Development
"

How

a I'ree People Conduct a L,ong

Stockbridge, Mass., was formerly the home
Housatonic Indians,
lished,

among whom an

and who removed westward

Stockbridge Indians,

a

band

Interests

of the Stockbridge or

interesting mission

was

estab-

in 1788.
of Connecticut

Mohegans, who were
Like the rest

collected In' Rev. Mr. Sargeant at Stockbridge in 1736.

of their tribe, they always continued in friendly relations with the

to

Wisconsin

the}' emigrated from
here the majorit}' soon became citizens.

New

Rome

from

Between 1820 and 1830

PvUglish colonists.

York

;

Stockton, John P., born
1857 to 1861.

He

in 1S26,

represented

New

was U.

S. INIinister to

Jersey in the U. S. Senate as a

Democrat from 1865 to 1866 (when his election was declared
and from 1869 to 1875.

illegal),

Stockton, Richard (1730-17S1), was admitted to the bar in 1754
and attained great reputation. He became a member of the New Jersey Executive Council in 176S and a Judge of the Provincial Supreme
Court in 1774. He hoped for a reconciliation between the colonies and
England, and wrote "An Expedient for the Settlement of the American Disputes," in which he proposes a plan of colonial self-government.
He was a delegate from New Jersey to the Continental Congress from
1776 to 1777, and signed the Declaration of Independence. He was
appointed to inspect the Northern army, but was captured by Loyalists.
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He never recovered from the effects of the ill-usage to which he had
been subjected.
Stockton, Robert Field (1795-1866), grandson of Richard vStockwas in the navy in the War of 1S12, and was distinguished in the
ensuing Algerine War. He was engaged in the establishment of
ton,

Liberia and in the capture of slavers and pirates.
He was the chief promoter of the Delaware and Raritan Canal. As captain he commanded
a squadron on the California coast in the Mexican War, and co-operated with Fremont in the conquest of that province. He captured Los
Angeles and organized a government. Commodore Stockton left the
navy in 1S50 and was U. S. Senator from New Jersey in 1851-1853.
He was a delegate to the Pence Congress of 1861.

Stoddard, Richard H., of New York, was born in 1825. He has
been a literary reviewer for periodicals since 1880. His reputation as a
poet is considerable. He wrote "Abraham Lincoln," an ode "Putnam the Brave," etc.
;

Stodert, Benjamin, of the District of Columbia, was appointed by
Washington, April, 1798, to the newly-created office of Secretary of the
Navy, the first to hold that position.

Stone, Charles P. (1824-1887), served with honor during the
Mexican War. He led a brigade in General Patterson's Shenandoah
campaign in 1861. While commanding the " corps of observation " in
the Army of the Potomac from 1861 to 1862, he was defeated at Ball's
Bluff.
Pie served at Port Hudson in 1863, and was chief of staff to
General Banks from 1863 to 1864.
Stone, David M., born in 1S17, has been connected with the New
York Journal of Commerce since 1849, and its editor-in-chief since
1866.
He is regarded as an authority on commercial matters. Died
1895.

Stone Fleet. The expedient was resorted to by the Confederates in
1802 of protecting Charleston from a fleet attack by sinking twenty old
wooden ships laden with rough blocks of granite in the four channels
of the entrance to Charleston harbor. The sinking was successfully
accomplished, but was of no effect because of the quicksands that soon
swallowed up the obstruction.

Stone, I/Ucy (1818-1893), was prominent as an ardent anti-slavery
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advocate.

In 1S69 she aided in forming the American

frage Association.

She edited the IVomaii's Journal

Woman's

in Boston

Siif-

from

1872 on.

Stone, Thomas (i 743-1 787), was a delegate from Mar3dand to
the Continental Congress from 1775 to 1779, and signed the Declaration

From

of Independence.

the Maryland Senate.

from 1784

to 1785.

1779 to 1783 he was a prominent member of
again served in the Continental Congress

He

He was

a

member

of the

committee

to draft a plan

of confederation.

Stone, William (i6o3?-i695?) was appointed Governor of Maryland in 1649, and founded the settlement of Providence, now Annapolis,

He was removed

from

office in 1653.

Stone, William I/. (1792-1844), an editor of the Nezv York Commercial Advertiser from 182 1, wrote many tales of border life, a " History of the N. Y. Convention of 1821 " and " Border Wars of the
American Revolution."

Stoneman, George, born in 1822, graduated at the U. S. Military
Academy in 1846. He refused to surrender Fort Brown to the Secessionists in 1861

commanded

He

by order

of his superior officer, General Twiggs.

the cavalry of the

Army

He

Potomac from 1861 to 1862.
Bull Run, and a corps at Freder-

of the

led a division at the second battle of

He commanded a cavalry raid toward Richmond in 1863
was engaged in the Atlanta campaign in 1864 and fought at Salisbury
and Asheville. He was Governor of California from 1883 to 1887. Died
icksburg.

;

;

1894.

Stonington, Connecticut. Before this place, on August 9, 1814,
Thomas M. Hardy appeared with a considerable force for ser\-ice on
sea and land, on three large vessels and a bomb-ship. He sent word to the
magistrates of the borough tliat he intended to destroy the village and
gave the inhabitants one hour in which to leave it. The magistrates
Sir

" We shall defend the place to the last extremity should it
be destroyed we will perish in the ruins." Most of the inhabitants left
the town, and at night the bomb-ship "Terror" rained shells and
rockets on the village, bvit without doing much damage.
During the
bombardment some bold spirits of Stonington erected redoubts on the
peninsula and placed upon it a battery of 6-pound and 18-pound iron cannon. With these the enemy's ships were assailed until all the ammunition was exhausted. Some then proposed to surrender, but a
magistrate acting as captain declared that the American flag should
replied

;

;
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Some powder was found
and the defense was renewed with such spirit

in submission to a foe.

in a place of concealment

that the British were forced to retire.

Stony Creek, Canada, War

of 1S12.

A

body of Americans under

General Chandler, while pursuing General Vincent, encamped June 6,
During the gloom of night they were surprised
1813, at Stony Creek.
The British, after severe fighting, were reVincent.
by
and attacked
pulsed with the loss of 178 killed, wounded and captured the American loss was 154, including the capture of both General Chandler and
;

General Winder.

Stony Ferry, Attack upon, June
to dislodge the British at Charleston

20, 1779.

was made

Lincoln's
at

first

Stony Feny.

land's 800 men offered a stout resistance to Lincoln's 1,200.
icans retired, losing 301. The British loss was somewhat
days later the fort was evacuated.

attempt
Mait-

The Amerless.

Three

Stony Point, Capture of, July 16, 1779. While the Americans
were building a fort at Stony Point in May, 1779, Clinton ascended the
Hudson, captured it and increased its strength. Washington detailed
General Wayne to regain this position. With 1,200 men he undertook
the task. Not a gun was loaded. The troops depended solely upon a
bayonet charge. They got so near the fort without being obsers^ed
that with one rush they entered the fort and soon forced the garrison
to surrender. The American loss was fifteen killed and eight5'^-three
wounded. The British lost sixty-three killed and 553 taken prisoners.
The humanity of the Americans contrasted favorably with the reckless
brutality of the British in their surprises.

Storrs,

Richard

S., born in 182 1,

was pastor

of the

Church

of the

Pilgrims at Brooklyn, N. Y., from 1846 to 1894. He was one of the
most eloquent pulpit orators in America. He wrote " Early American
Spirit," "The Declaration of Independence and its Effects," and a life
of St. Bernard.

Story, Joseph (1779-1845),

jurist

was admitted to the bar

at Salem,

He

represented Massachusetts in the U. S. Congress as
a Democrat from 180S to 1809. In 181 1 he was appointed an Associate
Justice of the U. S. Supreme Court and continued in that office until
his death.
He was professor of law at Harvard from 1829 to 1845. His
success as a teacher and his ability as a jurist place him among the
Mass., in 1801,

foremost of Americans,

He

wrote valuable legal

treatises,

including
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his famoTis " Commentaries ou Uie Constitution
and " Comiueut^iries on the Conflict of Laws."

Story,

He

is

William W., bora

disting-uisiied as

an

in 1S19, has written several legal books.
and poet. Among his best known

artist

works are statues of his father, Joseph
and George Peabody. He published
Story."

Died

of the United States"

Chief-Justice Marshall,

Stor\-,
"'

life

and Letters of Joseph

1S95.

Stoughton, William (1632-1701^ was an agent
setts Ov.'o:-.y in Er.glaiui

ernor and Chief Justice

Governor from 1694 to

of the Massachu-

"^^ Lieutenant-Govof Massachusetts from 1692 to 1701, and Acting
He was Chief Justice of the Supreme
1699.
from 1676 to

Court during the witchcraft

1679.

^^^

trials.

Stowe, Calvin K. (1S02-1SS6'). was professor of Biblical literature
Lane Seminar}" from 1S30 to 1S50, and at Andover Seminarv from
1852 to 1S64. He was sent by Ohio to examine the European school
system in 1S36. He was the husband of Mrs. H. B. Stowe.
at

was the daughter of
L^Tnan Beecher. a clergvman of intense intellectual acrlvity and joyous
disposition, whose influence upon Mrs. Stowe was very marked.
In
1S56 she married Calvin E. Stowe. During her residence in Ohio she
acquired some knowledge of Southern life and of the condition of the
slaves.
Tlie passage of the fugitive slave law. and the favor with which
it was neceive*!, called forth her well-known work, "Uncle Tom's
Cabin." in 1S52. She wrote "Dred." " The Minister's Wooing," and
other novels. Died July i, 1S96.
Sto'vre.

Harriet Beecher, born

in

1S12.

Stratford, the old Lee mansion in Westmoreland County, Va, It
was erected by Richard Lee, an Englishman, w^ho came to Virginia as
secretary to one of the king's council. It was the birthplace of Robert
E. Lee.

Stringliam.. Silas H, 179S-1S76'!. entered the U. S. navy in 1S09,
served in the •' President " during the engagements with the " Little Belt " and " Belvidere."
He served in the Algerine War in 1815.
He was executive officer of the "Hornet " from 1S21 to 1S24 and captared the pirate ship " Moscow." He commanded the " Ohio " at the
.

He

bombardment of Vera Cmz in 1S47, and the squadron which, assisted
by the military force under General Butler, reduced Forts Hatteras and
Clark in 1S61.

I
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Strong, Caleb (1745-1S19), Govcrr.or, was a member of the Massachusetts Committee of Correspondence and Safety from 1774 to 1775,
and of the ilassachusetts general court from 1776 to 1778. He aided in
drafting the State constitution in 1779. He was a member of the ilassacUusetts Senate from 1790 to 17S9. In 1787 he was a member of the
convention that framed the Constitution of the United States. He was
a Federalist U. S. Senator from 1789 to 1786, and Governor of ilassachusetts from 1800 to 1807 and from 1812 to 1816.

Strong, William, bom in 1808, represented Pennsylvania in the
U. S. Congress as a Democrat from 1847 to 1851. He was a Justice of
the Supreme Court of Pennsylvania from 1857 to 1S6S, and a Justice of
the U. S. Supreme Court from 1S70 to 1&80, when he retired. He was a
member of the electoral commission in 1S77. Died 1S95.
Sttiart,

the U.

S.

Alexander H. H. ^807-1891). represented
Whig from 1S41 to 1S43. He was

Congress as a

Virginia in
Secretary of

the Interior in Fillmore's Cabinet from 1S50 to 1853. He was a mem1S61, and zealously opposed the
ber of the Virginia Senate from 1857
policy of secession. He was a delegate to the National Union Conven-

^

tion at Philadelphia in 1S66.

Stuart, Gilljert (i 755-1828), bom in Rhode Island, studied painting in Europe and painted portraits of many distinguished Europeans.
He returned to America in 1793 and painted several portraits of Washington, the nrst of which was destroyed, and the second is in the BosHis pictures are very numerous and exhibit rare
ton Athenaeum.
genius in portraying individual character.

Stuart, James S. B. ('1833-1864), Confederate cavalry general, was
graduated at the U. S. Military Academy in 1S54. He commanded the
Confederate cavalry at Bull Run in 1S61. In 1862 he conducted a daring reconnaissance of McClellan's army on the Chickahominy. He
fought at the second battle of Bull Run, and led the advance of Jackson's Maryland invasion. He fought at South Mountain and Antietam.
His command formed the Confederate extreme right at Fredericksburg.
He temporarily- commanded Jackson's corps at Chancellorsville. He
was mortally wounded at Yellow Tavem, where he attempted to check
Sheridan's advance.

Stuart, Moses (17S0-1S52), was professor of sacred literature at
Andover Seminary from iSro to 1S4S. He was an enthusiastic Hebrew
scholar, and has been called the father of Biblical science in Ameri-ca.
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in
Sttirgeon, Daniel (17S9-187S), was treasurer of rennsylvania
the
in
U.
vS. Senate as a
Pennsylvania
represented
He
1838 and 1839.
Democrat from 1839 to 1851, and was treasurer of the U. S. Mint from

1853 to 1858.

Sturges vs. Crowninshield, an

action brought against the de-

fendant, before the Circuit Court of Massachusetts, 1811, for payment
Court of the
of two promissory notes. Transferred to the Supreme
by the
discharge
a
pleaded
had
defendant
The
United States in 1819.

insolvency law of New York before the Circuit Court, but judgment
was found against him. This judgment was reversed by the Supreme
Court, which recognized the insolvency law of New York as constitutional,

but with certain limitations.

He
(1822-1889), sen-ed in the Mexican War.
a division at South Mountain, Antietam and Fredericksburg, and was chief of cavalry of the Ohio Department from 1863 to
Stufgis,

Samuel D.

commanded
1864.

Stuyvesant, Peter
general of
arose with

'

(

i6i2-r862), the last

Dutch Governor or director-

New Netherlands, arrived in 1647. Various controversies
the New England settlements, and with the patroons. He

was intolerant in religious affairs, and raised a vigorous opposition on
account of his contempt for popular rights. Trade, however, fiovirished
during his administration. In 1655 he attacked the Swedish colony of
Delaware, and annexed it to the Dutch possessions. When the English
could make no
fleet came to New Amsterdam in 1664, Stuyvesant
He
effective resistance, and signed a treaty of surrender September 9.
Great
farm
of
extensive
his
on
York,
in
New
continued to reside
Bouwerie, and died there.

Subsidies. In early use the word denoted a special tax, then it
payment made to an ally for assisting in war. It is now
industrial
the term applied to pecuniary aid rendered by the State to
enterprises of individuals. The granting of monopoly rights was the
National aid has been
earliest form of subsidies in the United States.

signified the

in a

number

land grants,

of instances tendered to railroad corporations, chiefly in
many millions of acres being granted to the Northern

Union Pacific, the Illinois Central, the Mobile and Ohio and
Pacific, in adthe Kansas Pacific Railroads. In the case of the Union
pledged itStates
United
the
acres,
of
grant
33,000,000
land
a
dition to
Subsidies have been granted for
self to 125,000 per mile, half the cost.
various times
the encouragement of the United States steam marine at

Pacific, the
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Company being

the chief of

these contractors.

Suffrage. Restricted suffrage was the rule in America till well into
the present century. Massachusetts and New Haven colonies for a time
gave the suffrage to none but church members. In most of the colonies
a freehold qualification prevailed, sometimes the " forty -shilling freeo: English law, sometimes a freehold of so many acres.
The

hold "

constitutions made in the Revolutionary period mostly provided for the
former in the Northern States, for the latter in the Southern, while
New Hampshire, Pennsylvania, Delaware and Georgia had simply a
requirement of tax -paying.
The Constitution of 1787 left this matter
entirel}' to the States, allowing all to vote for Congressmen in a given
State who could vote for the members of the State House of Representatives.
After 1789, the influence of democratic principles led to the
abolition of property qualifications in Georgia in 1798 in Maryland in
1801 and 1809
in Massachusetts in 1821
in New York in 1821
in
Delaware in 1831 in New Jersey in 1844 in Connecticut in 1845 in
Virginia in 1850 in North Carolina in 1854 and 1868 in South Carolina
in Rhode Island, except in some municipal elections, in 1888.
in 1865
The Fifteenth Amendment forbids any State, or the United States, to
deny the suffrage to any citizen because of race, color or previous condition of servitude.
The new States have mosth^ provided for manhood suffrage from the first, often even for the suffrage of aliens in
process of naturalization.
(For the extension of the suffrage to women
;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

see art.

Woman

Suffrage.

Sugat Act,

an act passed by Parliament in 1733 and renewed in
by which heavy duties were laid upon all sugar and molasses imported into the American colonies from foreign colonies. It was one of
1763,

the direct causes of the Revolution.

Sullivan, James (1744-1808), born in Maine, was a member of the
Massachusetts Provincial Congress in 1775. He was a Judge of the
Massachusetts Stipreme Court from 1776 to 1782, a delegate to the Continental Congress from 1784 to 1785, and Attorney-General of Massachusetts from 1790 to 1807.
L,ife by
1S07 till his death.

He was Governor
Amory.

of Massachusetts

from

Sullivan, Joim (1740-1795), a Revolutionary general, was a native
Maine and a major of militia before the war. He was a New Hampshire delegate to the First Continental Congress, and was appointed
brigadier-general in 1775. He was engaged in the siege of Boston and

of
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Canada in the unsnccessfiil attack on Three Rivers. Sullivan became
a major-general in 1776, was one of the principal commanders in the
battle of Long Island and in the autumn campaign of 1776, fought at
Trenton and Princeton, and made a raid on Staten Island. Held the
iu

Brandywine and Germantown, and won the battle of
Island in 1778. The next year he ravaged the
country of the vSix Nations. He served in Congress, and was a Federalist in New Hampshire in the contest of 1788.
right

wing

at

Butts Hill in

Rhode

America from England in
Washington Crossing the Delaware," Thomas Jefferson, Fanny Kemble, Queen Victoria, Lafayette
and " The Capture of Major Andre."
Sully,

1792.

He

Thomas
is

famous

(17S3-1872),

came

to

for his paintings, "

or Jolo Archipelago, comprise about 150 small
with a total area of 94S square miles, and have an estimated
population of 100,000. They lie between Borneo and Mindanao, and
were an independent state until their annexation to Spain in 1878,
They are still ruled as heretofore by an hereditary sultan and a regular
The inhabitants are all jMohammedans and the Sultan mainnobility.
The islands became the property of
tains a harem as a religious right.

Sulu Islands,

islands,

the United States by treaty with Spain December 10, 1898, and the allegiance of the Sultan was secured by promise of President McKinley
that none of his former privileges should be curtailed, and by an annual
allowance from the United States treasury of |8,ooo for the maintenance
of his court.

Point, Va., a battle of the Civil War during Sheridan's
Shenandoah Valley and Early's sortie against Washington. Sheridan was retreating toward Halltown with the intention
of strengthening his position there, for he had heard that Early was expecting reinforcements under Anderson and that others might come.
On the road through Summit Point, he fell in with .several detachments
Rodes's and Ramseur's infantry were advanced to
of Early's troops.

Summit

campaign

in the

the attack, and a fierce skirmish occurred. The Federals lost quite
heavily and were decidedly worsted. Getty's division of the Sixth

Corps lost 250 killed and wounded.

" Sumner," the name

of a steamer fitted

up

for transport service in

money to the Philippines. Before the steamer
sailed from New York, March 31, 1900, it was discovered that her officers' quarters had been fitted up in a style of magnificence that made

the carrying of troops and

her a veritable floating palace,

A

scandal was provoked by the intro-
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duction in Congress of a resolution asking that an investigation be made
The interior furnishings of the steamer cost
of the gross extravagance.
the

sum

of ^748,000.

—

Sumner, Charles (January 6, 1811 March II, 1874), an American
statesman and orator, was born at Boston, graduated in 1830 at Harvard,
and studied law. On returning from an extended European tour, 18371840, he became profoundly interested in the anti-slavery question.
Without entering into active politics, he became noted as an orator.
Among his speeches at this period were those on the True Grandeur
of Nations " in 1846, and on the "Scholar, Jurist, etc.," in 1846.
Sumner, who had been a moderate Whig, helped organize the Free-Soil
party in 1848, and was defeated for Congress the same j-ear. In 185 1,
'

'

prolonged struggle of three months in the Massachusetts Legishe was elected U. S. Senator by a coalition of Democrats and
Free-Soilers.
He speedily became the chief advocate in the Senate of
the anti-slavery sentim^eiit. His speech, " Freedom National, Slavery
Sectional," gave the signal of his course. That on the " Crime against
after a
lature,

Kansas," in May,

provoked a personal assault from a Soiithern
Sumner was severely injured, and did
not resume his seat until 1859. He was meanwhile re-elected Senator
In 1861
as a Republican, and re-elected twice, serving until his death.
he became chairman of the Committee of Foreign Affairs and was one
of the chief friends and advisers of President Lincoln.
He opposed
Johnson, but supported the Alaska purchase. In 1871 he strongly opposed the San Domingo Treat}-, broke with President Grant and the
Republican Senators, and was removed from his chairmanship. He
supported Greeley in 1872, and gave his closing efforts to the furtherance of the civil rights of colored citizens. Complete works in fifteen
1856,

Representative, Preston Brooks.

volumes.

Sumner, Bdwin V. (1797-1863), general, led the cavalry charge at
Cerro Gordo in 1S47, commanded the reserves at Contreras and Churubusco and led the cavalry at Molino del Rey. He was Governor of
New Mexico from 1851 to 1853. He succeeded General Johnston in
command of the Pacific Department from 1861 to 1862. He commanded
the

left

twice

wing

at the siege of

wounded during

at Antietam.

He

York town,

led a corps at Fair Oaks, was

the Seven Days' battles, and

led a division at Fredericksburg

commanded
and

a corps

retired in 1863.

Sumner, Increase (1746-1799), wasamember of the Massachusetts
Legislature from 1776 to 1780 and of the Senate from 1780 to 1782. He
was a Justice of the Massachusetts Supreme Court from 1782 to 1797.
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He was

a

member

of the convention that adopted the Federal Constitu-

and was Governor

tion in 17SS,

of jMassachusetts

from 1797

to 1799.

Sumner, William

G., born in 1S40, became professor of political
Yale College in 1S72. He has written a " History of American Currency," a " History of Protection in the United States," a life
of Andrew Jackson, and " The Financier and Finances of the American
Revolution."

economy

at

" Sumter," the name of a celebrated Confederate privateer, commanded by Capt. Raphael Semmes, that ran the blockade at New
Orleans and for seven months did great havoc among merchant ships
In February, 1862, the "Sumter" was chased
of the United States.
into the harbor of Gibraltar, where she was sold to escape capture.

Sumter,

Thomas

(i

734-1832), soldier, conducted partisan warfare

at the beginning of the Revolution.

Tories,
British

He

defeated a force of British and

made an unsuccessful attack on Rocky Motmt and routed the
He severed the communications of Cornat Hanging Rock.

and captured his supply train. He was severely defeated by
Colonel Tarleton at Fishing Creek. He defeated Major \Vem)'ss at
Broad River, and repelled Colonel Tarleton at Blackstock Hill. He
represented South Carolina iii the U. S. Congress as a Democrat from
wallis

17S9 to 1793 and from 1797 to 1801, and in the Senate from 1801 to
He was Minister to Brazil from 1809 to 1811.

1S09.

Sumter, Fort, Charleston Harbor, opening engagement of the Civil
War, April 12, 13, 1861, Major Anderson commanding the fort with 129
Union soldiers. General Beauregard the Confederate forces of about
6,000 volunteers. During the early period of secessionist agitation
Anderson had commanded the whole of Charleston harbor, including
Forts Sumter, Moultrie, Johnson and Castle Pinckney. To obtain possession of these was the chief solicitude of South Carolina. Anderson,
fearful of being surprised in unfortified Fort Moultrie, where he was
stationed, moved his forces secretly to Sumter on the night of December
On that day a commission of three, deputed b}- the South
26, 1861.
Carolina Convention, arrived at Washington to treat -with President
Btichanan and make complaints against Anderson. Anderson's move
caused a postponement of their accorded interview with Buchanan and,
\ipon Governor Pickens' seizure of Fort Moultrie, Castle Pinckney, the
Charleston Arsenal, Custom House and Post-Office, the President refused
their

demand

of the withdrawal of the Federal troops.

diately proceeded to assemble volunteers

Pickens inmie-

and strengthen the captured
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Beauregard was chosen to command the Confederate troops.
Meantime " The Star of the West," a merchant steamer, was chartered
and stocked with provisions for Anderson's relief. She sailed from
New York January 5, 1861, with 250 recruits. On entering Charleston
harbor and showing the United States flag she was fired upon from Fort
Moultrie and compelled to put to sea again. Pickens demanded Anderson's surrender, which was refused. On April 8, 1861, President Lincoln
notified Pickens and Beauregard that an attempt would be made to
supply Anderson with provisions. This decided the Confederates for
Avar, and on April 12, Anderson having again refused to evacuate on
terms agreeable to Beauregard, the latter commenced to fire on Fort
Sumter. The bombardment continued two days. April 14, Anderson
surrendered because of lack of provisions and because portions of the
The firing upon Fort Sumter did more than any
fort were in flames.

forts.

of the pre^^ous acts of the secessionists to rouse the North to resistance.
Immense enthusiasm for the cause of the Union was immediately

by Admiral Dahlgren's fleet on
This attack was led by Commodore
Stephens and proved an utter failure, Beauregard's batteries easily driving off the attacking troops. In February, 1S65, the Union flag was

awakened.— Fort Sumter was
the night of September

8,

assailed

1863.

once more raised over Fort Sumter.
In the autumn of 1778, Sunbury, Ga., had resisted a
by the British general Prevost. Early in
January, 1779, Prevo.st marched to Savannah, and on his way captured

Sunbury.

force sent north from Florida

Sunbury and

its

garrison.

Sunday I^awS. In the New England colonies laws were early
passed forbidding labor, travel or play on the "Sabbath." A Massachusetts Act of 1649 provided for the beginning of this prohibition on
the evening of Saturday. In New York the " Duke's Laws " (1665)
forbade the profanation of the Lord's Day by travel or labor. Pennsylvania in the first laws (those of 16S2) forbade labor. South Carolina, in
Virginia, in 1692, forbade
1684, forbade profanation of the Sabbath.
All the colonies, Puritan or not, seem to have
travel or profanation.
had such laws, and these continued in existence after the Revolution.

Sunday Newspapers. The first started in this country was the
Sunday Courier, which appeared in New York in 1825 and lived but a
few months. Several other Sunday journals, however, followed the
Sunday Courier. Of these the Atlas, started in 1837 by three journeymen

printers,

was the most

successful.

Prior to the Civil "War about a
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tliese Sunday papers were begun and discontinued after a short
gradually became more successful, many of the dailies
They
time.
against
issuing a Sunday edition. The public sentiment was strongly
number
that
half
papers,
Sunday
were
there
1880
225
By
first.
at
them
being Sunday editions of dailies.

dozen of

Superimposed Turrets.

Admiral Sampson was the

first

one to

suggest the double turret on a battleship and it was upon his recommendation that superimposed turrets were constructed on the new
" Kentucky." By this arrangement four
battleships " Kearsarge " and

heavy guns, 13-inch and 8-inch respectively, were placed in pairs, the
It was contended by many
larger pair immediately above the lesser.
naval officers that the results of firing such a battery simultaneously
would prove disastrous both to the ship and to the men in the lower
The fear was expressed also that such monster turrets and guns
turrets.
would make a ship top heavy and endanger her stability, especially in
action. The "Kearsarge "was finished the latter part of March, 1900, and
trip and an exhaustive gun trial at sea March 30, which
disproved all predictions of the critics, for the gunners in the lower
story of the turret were not in the least affected by the terrific blasts of
the heavy guns above, even when the batterj' was discharged simultaneously. No vessel was ever built, or is likely to be built, that could withstand the impact of four projectiles fired at one time from the superimposed turrets of the " Kearsarge " and " Kentucky."

had her trial

Superintendent of Finance, an office established by Act of the
Continental Congress, February 7, 1781, to supersede the Treasury
Board, which was suspected of carelessness. Robert Morris filled this
He was authorized to examine the state of the finances and reoffice.
port plans for improvement to direct the execution of orders respecting
;

revenue and expenditure and control the public accounts.
Morris resigned and the office was abolished.

In 1784

Court. The Constitution of 17S7 provided for a Supreme
Judiciary Act of 1789 prescribed its times of session and its
Washington appointed Jay Chief Justice and the
rules of procedure.
court began its sessions in 1790. For a dozen years it had little business.
John Marshall, Chief Justice from 1801 to 1835, first made the court a

Supreme

Court.

The

great power in the Government.
strengthening and nationalizing

The

influence of his decisions in

the

Government cannot be

over-

estimated. (For the court's power to set aside State and Federal laws as
unconstitutional see art. Unconstitutionality. ) The court continued to
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be coniposecT of Federalists long after the Federalists lost control of
Congress and the executive. At first it consisted of the Chief Justice

and

five Associate Justices.

A

was added

sixth

in 1807,

two more in

From

1836 to 1864, under Chief Justice Taney,
the court was Democratic, and more inclined to the support of State
1S37, a ninth in 1863.

In the important Dred Scott case

it gave a decision favorable to
During the war the Supreme Court was made Republican.
During the conflict between Congress and President Johnson, Congress,
to prevent him from appointing any judges, enacted laws which reduced
the number of Associate Justices to seven. In 1870 an eighth was added,
by reason of which the court reversed its decision in the Legal Tender
cases.
The court has been throughout its history the most powerful
tribunal of this century. The leading cases which have appeared be-

rights.

slavery.

fore

it

A

are treated in separate articles.

History

b}'

Carson.

list

(For the reports see next

of the Justices follows.

art.)

Supreme Court, Chief Justices and Associate Justices.

Chief Justices.

Associate Justices.

Term

State.

John Jay

I

New York

of Service.

1789 to 1795.

South C'arolina .'1789. Declined,
John Rutledge
'Massachusetts ..I1789 to 1810.
William Gushing ...
Robert H.Harrison.- .Maryland
11789 to 1790.
Pennsylvania
^1789 to 1798.
James Wilson
to 1796.
jVirginia
John Blair
I1789
North
Carolina
.,1790 to 1799.
James Iredell
{Maryland
Thomas Johnson
J1791 to 1793.
New Jersey
William Paterson.
ii793 to 1806.
South Carolina .!i795 to 1795.
(Not confirmed)
:

.

,

.

.

I

,

I

.

.

.

.

.

I

John Rutledge.
William Gushing
.

I

i

Samuel Ghase.

Massachusetts ..I1796.

iMarj'land
JGonnecticut
Virginia

Oliver Ellsworth

Bushrod Washington

.

.

.

North Carolina

Alfred Moore

John Jay
John Marshall

Declined,

to 1811.
J1796
.11796 to 1800.
1798 to 1829.

New York

1799 to 1S04.
Declined,
1800.

Virginia

1801 to 1835.

.

ISouth Carolina .,1804 to 1834.
Willinm Johnson ...
1807 to 1S23.
Brockholst Livingston. jNew York

Thomas Todd

j

Levi Lincoln

John Quincy Adams
Joseph Story
Gabriel Diivall

Smith Thompson
Robert Trimble

.

Kentucky

'Massachusetts
iMassachusetts

..
..

1807 to 1826.
Declined.
1811.
Declined,
1811.

Massachusetts.. 181 to 1845.
1811 to 1835.
Maryland.
.

New York
iKentucky

1823 to 18431826 to 1828.

272

Chief Justices.
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the States in preference to appropriating

it

to internal im-

provements was advocated by President Jackson in 1829, the debt
having been paid, while the comjironiise of 1S32 forbade the reduction
of the tariff.
In 1836 a bill to this effect was passed by Congress, and
to it was joined a bill to regulate the public deposits
Afterward an
attempt was made to separate the two bills, but this failed. The bill
provided that all the money in the treasury, January i, 1837, in excess
of |5,ooci,ooo, was to be deposited with the States in the proportion of
their membership in the electoral college, and in four installments.
The States were to give certificates of deposits, payable to the Secretary of the Treasury on demand. Jackson defended this step on the
ground that many of the States were " improvement States," with a
growing money market and a large debt, and therefore in urgent need
of funds.
The States mostly misused the money. Only three of the
four installments were paid, when the crash of 1837 came upon the
Federal Government, and no more was paid. History by Bourne.

"Susan Constant,"

a vessel sent with the colonists to Virginia in

Company. She was commanded by Christopher
Newport, and was accompanied by the "God-Speed" and the "Discovery." The colonists landed Ma}- 13, 1607.
1606 by the Virginia

Susquehanna Company,
of Connecticut farmers, for the

a land

company formed

colonization of the

in 1754, chiefly

Wyoming

country.

By

a treaty with the Five Nations, July 11, 1754, an enormous tract of
country was purchased for ^2,000. It began at the southern boundary
of Connecticut and followed in a northerly direction the course of the
Susquehanna to northern Pennsylvania. In 1785- 1786 many disputes
arose between the Susqiiehanna Company and the Pennsylvania claimants of the territory. This was called the " Pennamite War."

Susquehannas,

or Conestogas, an extinct tribe of Indians, once
on the Susquehanna River. They waged fierce wars
with neighboring tribes, and became so troublesome to Maryland that
they were proclaimed public enemies in 1642. In 1652 they ceded
lands to the colony. In 1675, after a bitter struggle with the Iroquois,
they were overthrown. Some, retreating to Maryland, were attacked
by the whites. The Indians then ravaged the frontier until completely
cut off. A remnant of the tribe, during a period of excitement against
the Indians, was butchered at L,ancaster, Pa., 1763.
inhaljiting lands

Sutter, John A. (1S03-1880), came to America from Baden in 1834.
1 841 he founded
a settlement on the present site of Sacramento.
The first gold in California was found on his estate in 1S48.
In

18
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Swaanendael,
River at the
Bloniniaert,

site

De

a settlement established in 1632 on
of the present

Vries and others.

town

A

of

fort

the Delaware
Lewiston, Del., by God)^!,

was also

built.

Trouble soon

arose with the Indians and the inhabitants were massacred.

Swamp Angel, the name given to a large Parrott gun erected on a
redoubt that in August, 1863, fired shells into Charleston five miles distant.
One of these entered St. Michael's Church, and destroyed a table
on the wall upon which the ten commandments were inscribed— excepting two, " Thou slialt not kill," " Thou shalt not commit adultery."
Swamp Fight, a fight in the Narragansett country, in what is now
South Kingstown, R. I., on December 19, 1675, during King Philip's
War. Philip and his allies, intrenched in a strong palisade in the midst
of a swamp, were attacked by the forces of Massachusetts, Plymouth
and Connecticut, and defeated with great slaughter the stockade was
;

destroyed.

Swamp

I<ands. In 1849 Congress passed a resolution which led to
the grant of enormous tracts of overflowed and swamp lands to the
States for their disposal.

These were in many instances re-granted to

railroad corporations.

Swatiti, Thomas (1805- 1883), was president of the Baltimore and
Ohio Railroad from 1847 to 1853, Governor of Maryland from 1865 to
iS6g, and a Democratic U. S. Congressman from 1869 to 1S79.
attacked by the Indians on June 20, 23, 25,
during King Philip's War. Many houses were burned and terrible atrocities committed.

Swansea, Mass., was

1675,

Swayne, Noah H. (1804 1884), was U. S. District Attorney for
Ohio from 1838 to 1848. lie was a Justice of the U. S. Supreme Court
from 1862 to 1 88 1, when he resigned.

Sweden and Norway. Sweden was

the

untarily her friendship to the United States.

first

A

nation to offer voltreaty of amity

and

commerce was concluded in 1783. With Sweden and Norway a commercial treaty was concluded in 1S16 and another in 1827. An extradition convention was concluded in i860, and a naturalization convention in 1869. A new extradition treaty was concluded Januarj- 14,
1893.

Jerusalem Church). A sect named after its
Kmanuel Swedenborg, and because they believe that his teach-

Swedenhorgians (New
fouiulcr,

AMERICAN HISTORY.

275

ings superseded the old form of Christianity and brought in the " New
Jerusalem." Swedenborg himself founded no church, but his followers
organized bodies in sympathy with his teachings. The first church in
the United States was founded at Baltimore, 1792, and since 1817 a general convention meets annually, which now represents some five thou-

sand members.

Swedes.

The Swedi.sh element

in U. S. history
(See Delaware.)
guage was spoken there until after the Revolution,

the settlement of

New

Sweden.

came originally in
The Swedish lanwhen the Swedish

king ceased to send out a Swedish pastor, as he had hitherto done, beSwedish immigration to the
it seemed no longer necessary.
United States began to be important about 1846, and increased rapidl}'^
Inmiigrants from Sweden and Norway have constituted six
after 1876.
per cent, of all immigrants since 1820.
cause

Swedish West India Company,

or the vSouth Company, founded

by Willem Usselinx,

of Antwerp, imder a charter
granted by Gustavus Adolphus, of special trading privileges with America.
The king subscribed 400,000 daler, and stock was taken b}' other
Swedes, among them Chancellor Oxenstjerna. Combining later with
certain Dutch merchants, the company' effected settlements along the
Delaware River. The charter extended to 1646.
in October,

1624,

Sweeny, Thomas W. (1820-1892), came to the United States
from Ireland in 1832. He served with distinction during the Mexican
War. He participated in the actions at Wilson's Creek and Fort Donelson, and led a brigade at Shiloh.
He commanded a division in the
Atlanta campaign, and fought at Snake Creek Gap, Resaca, Dallas,
Kenesaw Mountain and Atlanta. He engaged in the Fenian invasion
of Canada in 1866,
Sweet, Benjamin

J. (1S32-1874), was severely wounded at PerryIn 1864 he took command of the prison at Camp Douglas,
Chicago, where he defeated two well-planned attempts to liberate the

ville in 1S61.

prisoners and burn Chicago.

Swett,

Samuel

(1782-1866), of Massachusetts, served on the staff
War of 1812. He wrote " History of the

of General Izard during the

Bunker Hill," " Who was Commander at Bunker Hill
" Defense of Timothy Pickering against Bancroft's History."

Battle of

?

" and

Swinton, William (1833-1892), became connected with the New
York Times in 1858 and became a war correspondent in 1862. He trav-

2
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eled
Civil

ill

the South in 1867 and collected material for a " History of the
He wrote the Times'' "Review of McClellan," "Cam-

War."

Army of the Potomac," " The Twelve Decisive
War," and an excellent series of school books.

paigns of the
the

Battles of

Swiss. In 171 1 a number of Swiss and Germans emigrated to
South Carolina led by Jean Pierre Purr}-, and in 1732 an extensive tract
was granted to a new body from Neufchatel, along the Savannah
River.

Swiss Confederation. The United States concluded, in 1847,
with the Swiss Confederation a convention for the mutual abolition of
In 1850 a convention of
droit d'aubaine and taxes on emigration.
friendship,

commerce and extradition was concluded.

Sykes, George
Civil

War.

(1822-1S80),

He conmianded

served with distinction during the
Run. He had charge of

a battalion at Bull

the infantry in the defense of Washington from 1861 to 1S62.
division at Gaines' Mills

He commanded
was sent

a corps in the

Army

at Fredericksburg

of the

Potomac

He

led a

and Gettysburg.

till

1S64,

when he

to Kansas.

Symmes

John Cleves Symmes and his associates
along the Ohio and Miami Rivers. The
originally contained 1,000,000 acres, but was reduced later to

Purchase.

bought in 17S7 a
tract

and a corps

tract of land

248,540 acres, because of the partial failure of the colonization plans.
first pre-emption law was passed in 1801 for the furtherance of this

The

scheme.
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T.
Tafl, Alphonso (1S10-1891), of Ohio, was Secretary of War in
Grant's Cabinet from March to May, 1876, when he was made Attornej'General and served till 1877. He was Minister to Austria from 1882 to
1884, and to Russia from 1884 to 1S85.

Taft, "William H., Judge of the Sixth Judicial Circuit Court (Ohio),
was appointed by President INIcKinley, February 5, 1900, chairman of a
commission to inaugurate a civil government in the Philippines. This
action by the President was the first official indication that the war in
Luzon was practically ended, and that the time had arrived to supplant
military rule by civil authority.

Talbot, Silas (1751-1S13), rendered brilliant service in the navy
during the Revolution, capturing many British vessels. He represented
New York in the U. S. Congress as a Federalist from 1793 to 1795.
Talcott, Jolin (1630-1688), was treasurer of the Connecticut colony
from 1660 to 1676. He was one of the patentees named in the charter of
1662.
He connnanded the colonial army during the Indian wars.
Taliaferro, William B., born
federate
at

army

Morris and James islands in

trict of

was prominent in the Confrom iS6i to 1863. He commanded
In 1864 he conmianded the dis1863.
in 1822,

of Noi-thern Virginia

South Carolina.

Died

1898.

Talladega, a village of the Creek Indians of Alabama in 1813.
November 7, Andrew Jackson, then conducting a campaign against the
Creeks, received a message from Talladega, which was a friendly town,
begging aid against the hostile tribes. Jackson replied by marching to
Talladega and defeating the Creeks, November 8.

Tallahassee, Fla., was

selected as the seat of the territorial gov-

and became a city in 1827.
by General McCook and 500
Federal soldiers for the purpose of receiving the surrender of the Con
No
federates in that .section, who were commanded by Sam Jones.
ernment in

1822.

It

was

Tallahassee was occupied

laid out in 1824,

May

10, 1865,

fighting of consequence occurred.

Tallasiiatchee,

in Pienton

County, Alabama, was the scene of ^

2
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November 3, 1813. General Coffee, with nine hundred
two hundred Creek Indians whom he so completely
surrounded
men,
surprised that not one of the savages escaped. Tallashatchee, their village, was also completely destroyed.
terrible battle

Talleyrand-Perigord, Charles Maurice, Prince de (i754famous French diplomatist, was Minister of Foreign Affairs in
France when Pinckney, Marshall and Gerry were sent from the United
He demanded (i) a disavowal of
States on a special mission in 1797.
President Adams' hostile expressions toward France, (2) a loan, and
The un(3) douceurs, which the American envoys refused to concede.
official French negotiators, Hottinguer, Bellamy and Hauteval, were
designated as X, Y, and Z in the reports sent to the United States.
These X, Y, Z papers aroused great indignation against France. Later,
Talleyrand made overtures for more favorable negotiations. He had
He was still Minister at the time
visited the United States in 1794.
1S38), the

of the Louisiana cession of 1803.

Tallmadge, Benjamin (1754-1835), commanded detachments during the Revolution at Brandywine, Germantown, Monmouth, Lloyd's
Neck and Fort George. He represented Connecticut in the U. S. Congress as a Federalist from 1801 to 181 7.

Tallmadge, James

(1778-1S53), represented

Congress as a Democrat from i8i7toi8i9.

New York in

the U. S.

He

proposed the exclusion
of slavery from Missouri as a condition of its admission to the Union
as a State, and delivered a widely popular speech in opposition to slavHe was Lieutenant-Governor of New York from 1S26 to 1827. He
ery.
was one of the founders of the American Institute at New York and its
president from 1831 to 1850.

Talmage, Thomas DeWitt,

Presbyterian clergyman, author and

born at Bound Brook, N.

Graduated 1S52.
J., Jan. 7, 1832.
held the position of 'pastor of the Brooklyn Tabernacle for more
than ten years, and in 1895 was called to the First Presbyterian Church
He is one of the most eloquent divines of the age,
in Washington.
and is equally popular as an author, nearly fifty books bearing his name.
His sermons are published weekly by 3,600 newspapers in America and

lecturer,

He

foreign lands,

many

and

his

weekly audiences, through

this

means, number

millions.

Tammany (seventeenth century)
He was

a brave

and

,

was chief

influential chieftain about

of the Delaware Indians.

whom

there are

many
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the patron of the Democratic organization called the

is

Society.

Tammany. In 1789 William Mooney, an Irish-American politician,
founded in New York City the Columbian Order, a secret society, which
in 1805 was incorporated as the Tammany Society, named after the Indian Tammany, and wearing Indian insignia, especially a buck's tail.
In 1800, by careful work under Aaron Burr, the order controlled New
York City politics. Next, under Daniel D. Tompkins, it became the
administration wing of the Democratic party in New York City, upholding Madison and opposing the Clintons. The Bucktails and the
Albany Regency controlled the State for a long period. In 1822 the
power over the society had gone into the hands of its general committee. Stricter and stricter organization followed, and Tammany
developed into a machine for securing success in elections and power
and plunder for its chieftains. Always indifferent to principles, it grew
worse after the influx of foreigners into the cit}', till after the war its
corruption culminated in the scandalous performances of the Tweed
Ring. (See art. ) Since the defeat of the Tweed Ring in 1871, Tammany,
under the control of John Kelly, Richard Croker and others, has been
famous for strict control over a large body of voters, strict devotion to
the spoils system, looseness of allegiance to the Democratic party, and
indifference to the welfare and interests of the great city which it has
almost constantly ruled.

Taney, Roger Brooke

(1777-1864),

Chief Justice of the U. S.

Supreme Court, was graduated at Dickinson College, became a member
Lawyer and
of the Maryland Legislature, and settled in Baltimore.
politician, at first Federalist and later Jack.sonian Democrat, he was
Attorney-General 1831-1833, and was appointed by President Jackson as
Secretary of the Treasury in 1S33, to take the place of a less subservient

Taney was not confirmed by the Senate, but in his few months
he ordered the removal of the Government deposits from the
bank. The President nominated him as Chief Justice of the U. S. vSupreme Court in 1835, and he was confirmed in the following year. In
official.

of service

his long service, until his death, various

important questions were

decided, chief of which in interest was the Dred Scott case in 1S57.

Tappan Patent,

a grant of land in what

is

now Orange

County,

made in 1686 by Governor Dongan, of New York, to .six Dutch
patentees. The land was to be held in free and common socage of King
N. Y.,

James

II.
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Tariff. Before 1789 colonies and States occasionally levied tariffs on
imports, sometimes of a protective nature. The diversity of these
tariffs and the consequent hindrances to commerce formed one cause of

the cementing of a stronger union in 1787. The new Constitution gave
Congress power to regulate conmierce. In 1789 the First Congress
passed a tariff act which imposed on imports duties averaging about
eight per cent, ad valorem. In 1790, and again in 1792, the rates were
They were in large part so adjusted as to give proslightly increased.
tection to

American

industries.

This policy Hamilton and the Federal-

constantly advocated, largely for political reasons.

ists

The War

of

stimulus to American manufactures, which was accordingly continued by the tariff of 1816, which imposed duties of about
twenty-five per cent, on leading manufactures, the agricultural South
181 2

gave

artificial

and commercial

New England

protesting.

In 1824 a

new

tariff act

was

passed, increasing duties on metals and agricultural products. Clay
now made himself the leader in advocacy of the " American system,"

combination of a higher protective tariff with Federal
expenditures for internal improvements. A protectionist convention at
Harrisburg urged higher duties. In 1828 a tariff called the " tariff of
abominations " imposed duties on raw materials. It was passed by reaso-called, the

son of political intrigues, rather than by reason of economic consideraThe South protested violently, urging not only the injustice of
tions.
a high tariff from which exporting States received no benefit, but also

Calhoun and South Carolina took the lead in
the tariff of 1832 went back nearly to the
South Carolina
rates of 1824, it retained the principle of protection.
then proceeded to nullify the act. Though Jackson met nullification
with vigorous repression. Congress compromised in the tariff of 1833,
which provided for a gradual reduction of duties to a uniform revenue
In 1846 a new tariff was enacted, which,
rate, to be reached in 1842.
though not quite a tariff " for revenue only," was rather a revenue than
a protective tariff. A still lower tariff came in in 1857. This remained
until 1861, when the Morrill Tariff went into effect, in accordance with

its

unconstitutionality.

this remonstrance.

Though

the policy of the Republicans, now in power, who favored high protectThe Civil War caused large increase of the rates to meet
ive duties.
Government expenses and stimulate manufactures. These continued
long after the war. In 1882 a Tariff Commission was appointed to con-

and the Republicans made some slight reductions.
Since then they have returned to advocacy of high protection, while
the Democrats, since President Cleveland's message of 1887, have
favored reduction of the rates. The McKinley Act of 1S90 maintained
A Democratic bill fot
and strengthened the protective system.

sider readjustments,
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moderate reduction was introduced into the House in December, 1893,
known as the Wilson bill, which passed after many modifications, but
After the
as even Democrats predicted.
it proved unsatisfactory,
inauguration of President McKinley the Dingley high protective bill
was passed (1S97), which is still in operation.

Tariff Commission, a commission appointed by an Act of Congress
March 28, 18S2, to consist of nine members appointed from civil life
by the President. The duty of this commission was to investigate

of

questions relating to the commercial, mercantile, agricultural, manufacturing and ndning interests of the United States and make suggestions for the establishment of a judicious

tariff,

or a revision of the

existing tariff and the internal revenue laws.

Tarleton, Sir Bantiastre (1754-1833), colonel, came to America
from England with Lord Cornwallis ir 1776. He engaged in Colonel
In 1779 he organized the
Harcoiirt's raid upon Baskingridge, N. J.
"British Legion," or " Tarleton 's Legion," in South Carolina, with
which he conducted partisan warfare. He slaughtered Colonel Buford's
regiment at Waxhaw Creek and fought bravelj" at Camden and Fishing
Creek. He was defeated at Blackstock Hill by General Sumter and
He
his force was almost annihilated at Cowpens by General Morgan.
surrendered with Cornwallis at Yorktown. He wrote " A History of
the Campaigns of 1780 and 1781 in the Southern Provinces of North
America.
'

Tattnall, Josiah (1795-1871), served in a seamen's battery on

War of 1812. He .served in Decatur's squadron
during the Algerine War. He was given command of the " .Spitfire "
at the outbreak of the Mexican War and conmianded the Mosquito
In 1861 he entered the Confederate
division at the siege of Vera Cruz.
service and was given command of the naval defenses of Georgia and
South Carolina. He led an attack on Port Royal in 1S61. In 1S62 he
Crane)' Island during the

commanded

the

"Merrimac."

He was

active

in

the defense

of

Savannah.
Southern colonies, meant persons upon whom a
In Maryland, for instance, taxables included all males and all female .slaves of sixteen
years or more, excepting beneficed clergymen of the Church of Rngland, paupers and disabled slaves.

Taxables,

poll-tax

Taxation.
little

in the

was paid

(called tithables in Virginia).

In the earlier days of the American colonies there was
quit rents satisfied the proprietary or company

need of taxation

;
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Voluntary contributions, forfeitures, fines and payments for land defrayed the greater part of the colonial expenses. By the year 1653,
however, we find the colonists complaining of the injustice of chimney

and head money, tithes on grain, flax, hemp, tobacco, butter, cheese
and excessive export duties. In 1796 most of the States passed laws to
regulate taxation, adopting various methods of apportionment and colAll levied a tax on
lection, and varyir.g often in the objects taxed.
land except Delaware, and there was a uniform poll tax in nine other
things taxed were horses and cattle and farm stock, stock in trade of
merchants, money on hand or at interest, houses, slaves, carriages,
billiard tables, processes of law and official papers.
The period between
1796 and the Civil War was the transition period as regards taxation,
the modern system of taxation being gradually developed. About 1851
a uniform rate of taxation began to be introduced in some States. The
Federal Government has raised little money by direct taxes (see art.
Direct Taxes), and has vised the income tax only in the Civil War. It
;

has raised its revenue through indirect taxation.
Revenue, Tariff.

" Taxation no

Tyranny,"

a famous pamphlet against the cause of

the American colonies, written by
in

London

(See Excise, Internal

Dr Samuel Johnson, and published

in 1775.

Taylor, Bayard (1825-1S78), author, came

into

prominence by

his

accounts of a pedestrian tour in Europe from 1844 to 1846. In 1847 he
became an editor on the staff of the Tribune. He made extensive
He was Secretary of Legatravels through Europe, Asia and Africa.
tion at St. Petersburg from 1862 to 1863 and Minister to Berlin in 1S7S.

He

wrote an admirable translation of Goethe's Faust.

Taylor, George (1716-1781), came

to

America from Ireland in

1736.

served in the Pennsylvania Legislature from 1764 to 1769. He
represented Pennsylvania in the Continental Congress from 1776 to

He

1777,

and signed the Declaration

Taylor, John

of Independence.

(1750-1824), called

John Taylor of Carolina, represented

Virginia in the U. S. Senate as a Democrat from 1792 to 1794 and from
1822 to 1S24. During the interval he served in the Virginia House of

where he moved the celebrated Virginia Resolutions of 179S.
wrote " Inquiry into the Principles and Policy of the Government
of the United States," "Construction Construed and the Con.stitution
Vindicated" and "New Views of the Constitution of the United
States," leading works of the State-rights school.
Delegates,

He
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Taylor, John (1770-1832), was admitted to the bar in 1793. He
was a member of the South Carolina Legislature for a number of years,
represented South Carolina in the U. S. Congress as a Democrat from
1807 to 1810, when he became a U. S. Senator and served until 1816.
He was a U. S. Congressman from 1816 to 1S17, and Governor of South
Carolina from 1826 to 1828.
Taylor, John (1808-1887), came to Canada from England in 1832.
He became a Mormon apostle in 1838, and succeeded to the presidency
of the Mormon Church in 1877,
He was indicted for polygamy in 1S85.

Taylor, John

W.

(1784-1854), represented

New York

in the U. S.

Congress as a Democrat from 1S13 to 1833. He was Speaker of the
House from 1820 to 1821, during the passage of the Missouri Compromise, and from 1825 to 1827. He delivered the first speech in Congress plainly opposing the extension of slavery.
He aided in organizing the National Republican and the Whig parties.

Taylor, Richard (1826-1879), son of President Zachary Taylor,
was a member of the Louisiana Legislature from 1856 to i860. He was
a member of the Louisiana Secessionist Convention. He commanded
a Louisiana regiment at Bull Run, and a brigade in General Jackson's
Virginia campaign. He distinguished himself at Middletown, Winchester, Cross Keys, Port Republic and the Seven Days' battles before

Richmond. In 1863 and 1864 he commanded the department west of
the Mississippi. He defeated General Banks at Sabine Cross-Roads in
In 1S64 he commanded the East Louisiana Department. He
1864.
wrote " Destruction and Reconstruction„"

Taylor, William R. (1811-1889), commanded the " St. Mary's "
during the Mexican War and served at the siege of Vera Cruz. He
commanded the " Housatonic " from 1S61 to 1863, and the " Juniata "
at Fort Fisher.

—

Taylor, ^'achary (September 24, 1.784 July 9, 1850), twelfth Preswas born in Orange County, Va. He received an appointment to the U. S. army as first lieutenant in 1808. In
1812 he conducted a defense of Fort Harrison against the Indians.
After the long period of comparative peace he served in the Black Hawk
War, and becoming colonel, was appointed to command against the
Seminoles in Florida. There, in December, 1837, he won the battle of
Okeechobee, When war with Mexico was approaching, Taylor was
ordered to the disputed Texan frontier. He gained the victory of Palo
Alto, May 8, 1846, Resaca de la Palma, May 9, and occupied Matamoras.
ident of the United States,
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He was made major-general, and stormed Monterey in September. In
the following campaign General Taylor, who had been compelled to
detach some of his best troops, was attacked by vastly superior forces
under Santa Anna, and gained a brilliant victory at Buena Vista,
February 22-23, 1847. " Old Rough and Ready " was now the national
The following year the Whigs nominated him as candidate for
President over such competitors as Clay and Webster, and he was elected
and entered on his duties in 1S49. The California question complicated

hero.

with the absorbing slavery topic was the chief matter in President Tayhe died before the compromise was completed.
lor's administration
;

a New Jersey case, memorable because one
which a court took upon itself to pronounce

Taylor vs. Reading,
of the earliest cases in

constitutionality of a legislative enactment. The Legislature
Jersey passed an act in 1795, upon the petition of the defendants
in the case of Taylor vs. Reading, declaring that in certain cases payments made in Continental money should be credited as specie. The

upon the
of

New

Court of Appeals deemed this an ex post facto law, and as such unconstitutional

and inoperative.

Tazewell, I/ittleton W. (1774-1S60), was a member of the
House of Delegates from 1796 to 1800, a Congressman from

ginia

to 1801.

He

heartily supported the

commissioner to Spain

in

War

of 1812.

He was

Vir-

1800

appointed a

1819 under the treaty for the purchase of

He

represented Virginia in the U. S. Senate as a Democrat
He was a prominent member of the convention to
revise the Virginia constitution in 1829, and was Governor of Virginia
from 1834 to 1836. In 1840 he received eleven electoral votes for ViceFlorida.

from 1825 to

1833.

President.

Tea. June 29, 1767, at the instance of Lord North, Parliament passed
an act levying a high dutj' on tea imported into the colonies. In 1769
the citizens of Boston sent vigorous resolutions to the King denoimcing
It was partially repealed in 1770, but the East India Comthis act.
pany was later assisted by the Government in shipping a surplus quanDecember i, 1773, the citizens of Boston held a
tity of tea to Boston.
meeting to consult concerning the most effectual method of preventing
the landing of this tea. Another meeting was held December 10, and
parties of citizens, disguised as "

Mohawks," made a raid upon the
and threw the tea overboard. In several of the other colonies
the landing of tea was prohibited and the cargoes sent whence they
vessels

came,
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Tecutnseh, or Tecutntha (176S ?-i8i3), chief of the Shawnee Indians, joined his brother Ellskwatawa, " the Prophet," in an attempt
Western Indians in a confederacy against the whites.
by the battle of Tippecanoe in 1S15. He aided
the Britii^h in the War of 1812, serving at Raisin River and Maguaga.
He was joint commander at Fort Ikleigs. where he protected the American forces from massacre.
He served at Lake Erie, and led the left
wing at the battle of the Thames, where he was killed.
to organize the

The scheme

\vas defeated

Telegraph. The telegraph was first brought into practical use in
the United States by Professor S. I\ B. Morse. He began his experiments in 1832, aided by L. D. Gale and George and Alfred Vail. In
1837 he tiled a caveat in the Patent Office at Washington, and in 1840
obtained a patent covering the improvements he had

The

time.

ington,

it

first

line established

made in the meanwas between Baltimore and Wash-

being successfully operated

had attempted

May

27, 1844.

I" October, 1S42,

to operate a line

from Governor's Island to the
Battery in New York, but this experiment failed. Sanmel Colt, in 1843,
laid a submarine cable from Coney Island and Fire Island, at the mouth
of New York harbor, up to the city, and operated it successfully for a
time.
In i860 it was estimated that there were over 50,000 miles of
telegraph lines in operation in the United States, and at present the
lines extend over 190,000.
In 1857 Cyrus W. Field attempted to connect Europe and America by means of an Atlantic cable. The first
attempt failed, but the laying of the cable was finally accomplished
August 5, 1S58. (See Atlantic Cable.)
INIorse

Telephone. The invention of the telephone is claimed by Gray, of
Chicago Bell, formerly of the Institute of Technology, of Boston, now
of Washington, and several others.
The possibility of such an instrument was discovered previous to 1S73, but the first satisfactory results were not obtained until 1S77, when Bell completed and put into
practical use a telephone line betAveen Salem and Boston, Gray achieving
;

same year in a line set up between Chicago and ]\Iilwaukee, a distance of eighty-five miles. By 1S80 there were in existence
148 telephone companies and private concerns, operating 34,305 miles
a like result the

of wire (1S93, 308,000 miles).
easily

between

New York and

Conversation can now be carried on
Chicago, and for even greater distances.

Bell Company is the most extensive.
against the patent, but both failed.

The

Two

suits

were brought

Teller, Henry M., born in 1830, was major-general of Colorado
from 1862 to 1864. He represented Colorado in the U. S. Senate

militia
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From 1877 to 1878 he was chairas a Republican from 1876 to 1SS2.
man of the special committee on election frauds. He was Secretary of
the Interior in Arthur's Cabinet from 1882 to 1885.
elected to the U. S. Senate in 1885, 1891 and 1897.

He was

again

Ten-Forties, bonds bearing five per cent, interest, redeemable
any time after ten years from the date of issue, and payable in full
the end of forty years, issued by the U. S. Government in 1S64.

at
at

Ten-Hour I<aw. In the early years of manufactures the working
day sometimes extended to thirteen or fourteen hours. After the
passage of the ten-hour law in England in 1847, the working classes in
In 1853 the manufacturing comthis country demanded a similar law.
panies in Lowell, Lawrence and Fall River voluntarily reduced the
working day to eleven hours. In 1874 Massachusetts enacted a law
prescribing a ten-hour day for all females and all males under eighteen
years of age employed in textile factories. Similar laws have been
passed elsewhere.

Tennessee was originall}' a part of North Carolina. The first
made by a company of hvmters on the Watauga in

tlements were

set-

the

eastern part of the State in 1769. When North Carolina proposed to
surrender the territory to the U. S. Government, these settlers protested,

and formed a separate State Government under the name of Frankland
or Franklin. They elected a Governor, John Sevier, and a legislatiire
which requested admission to the Union as a State. In 1788 the State
Government was overthrown by the inhabitants of the State who were
favorable to North Carolina, an act of amnesty was passed by the LegisIn 1794
lature of North Carolina, and Sevier was admitted as a Senator.
a Territorial Government was organized under provisions like those of
the Ordinance of 1787, except that slavery should not be abolished.
The State was admitted into the Union June i, 1796. Knoxville was the
The vote of the
capital until 1802, when it was changed to Nashville.
State was cast for Democratic candidates until 1835. The Legislature
nominated Jackson for the Presidenc)^ in 1824, and the State supported
him almost unanimously. In 1S35 the Whigs elected Cannon Governor,
and in 1836 cast the electoral votes for Hugh L. White, the candidate of the Southern States' -Rights faction of the Whig party. The
Whigs secured the electoral votes of the State at each election until 1856,
when Buchanan carried the State. In Jan lary, 1861, a popular vote defeated a proposal for the State to secede from the Union. June 8, 1861,
the Secessionists carried the State. During the war the State furnished
31 ,092 to the

Union army.

The State was the scene of some of the fiercest
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No. 10,' Nashville, Cliickaniauga, Ivookout Mountain
Missionary Riilge. July 24, 1866, the State was restored to the
Union. The present Constitution was made in 1870. Since 1874 State
In 1S80
politics have been shaped by the problem of the State debt.
The jwpulation
this resulted in the election of a Republican Governor.
battles, as Island

anil

of the State in 1796

was 77,202

;

in 1890 this

had increased

to 1,767,518.

History by Ramsey.

Tennessee Bond Cases, seventeen causes decided b}' the Supreme
Court of the United States in 1SS5, wherein it was held that the statutory lien upon railroads created by an act of the Tennessee Legislature
in 1852 was for the benefit of the State and not of the holders of State
bonds issued inider that

act.

One was founded at Nashville
Knoxville more recently.

Tennessee Historical Societies.
in 1847.

Another was organized

at

Tenure of OflSce Act. By the Constitution the Senate is associated
with the President in the making of appointments to ofHce. But it was
concluded in 1789 that removals were entirely in the discretion of the
President. This remained the rule until 1S67, when Congress, in the
course of its quarrel with President Johnson, passed over his veto the
Tenure of Office Act. This act provided that, with certain exceptions,
every officer appointed with the concurrence of the Senate should retain
Durhis office until a successor should be in like manner appointed.
ing the recess of the Senate the President might, for specified causes,
suspend an officer until the Senate could act. If the Senate approved,
the officer might then be removed, otherwise not. Johnson's ignoring
of the act in the case of Secretary Stanton, in 1868, led to his impeachment. The act was repealed in 1S87.
Terra Marias, the Latin equivalent of INIaryland. The
among the colonial charters, was written in

IMar3-land, alone

Territories.

charter of
Latin.

Several States had extensive claims to Western lands.

United States, as won b}' all in common,
through the Revolutionar}^ "War. New York ceded her claims in 17S1,
Virginia in 1784, Massachusetts in 1785, Connecticut in 1786 and in 1800,
South Carolina in 17S7, North Carolina in 1790, Georgia in 1802. Subsequent additions of territory have been made by annexation (see art.).
Preparatory to their admission as States, the separate regions of this domain have been organized as Territories, the first organized being
the Northwest Territory, by the Ordinance of 1787. The Southwest Territory was organized in 1790. The history of each Terri-

They were

also claimed for the
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tory can be found inider

its

name

or that of the State of the

same name.

the form of government of a Territory was modeled on that in
the Ordinance for the Government of the Northwest Territory. Afterward two types were developed. In those of the second class, the Gov-

At

first

and Legislative Council of thirteen were all appointed b}- the President. In those of the first class, to which lately all
organized Territories have belonged, there is a bicameral Legislature,
the House of Representatives beir.g elected by the people. Convening,
the House nominates eighteen persons, from among Avhom the President
chooses a Legislative Council of nine. A delegate represents each Terriernor, Secretary, Judges

>

tory in Congress, but without vote.

Terry, Alfred

Howe

(1S27-1S90), an American general, was one of

the most successful of the civilian officers in the War of the Rebellion.
Before the struggle he had been a lawyer, paying some attention to mili-

During the first j-ear he commanded a regiment at the capand P'ort Pulaski. Being made a brigadier-general, he

tia matters.

ture of Port Royal

served in 1862-1863 in the operations near Charleston. He commanded
a corps in the Arniy of the James, and fought at Chester Station, DrewHe was intrusted with the mili- ry's Bluft and the siege of Petersburg.
tary part of the second attempt on I'ort Fisher, January, 1S65, co-operat-

ing with the admiral. The successful storming of the fort on January
He captured
14 made Terry a brigadier-general in the regular army.
Wilmington, and was a departmental commander after the war. General Terr}-

became major-general

in 1886,

and

retired in 18S8.

Texas, the largest State in the Union, popularly known as the
" Lone Star State," formed originally a part of the Spanish possessions
The United States surrendered her claim that Texas was
in America.
included in the Louisiana purchase, by the treat}* of 1819-1S21 with
Spain, whereby the United States obtained possession of Florida and
Meanwhile Mexico had declared
settled the eastern boundary of Texas.
her independence of Spain, and Texas with Coahuila formed a State of
Mexico, and in 1S27 adopted a State Constitution which forbade the
importation of slaves and provided for the gradual abolition of slavery.
Moses Austin, an .American, obtained a large grant of land in Texas in
1820,

and formed a

A new State

.settlement of Americans,

Con.stitution

was formed

which increa.sed rapidly.
by a convention of the

in 1833

20,000 .settlers, but Mexico refused to recognize it. When Santa Anna,
the President of Mexico, attempted to reduce the Mexican States to the
condition of departments in 1835, Texas immediately seceded. March 2,
1836,

and proclaimed her independence, which she maintained by the

m
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Anna at the head of 1,500 troops by General Sam Houston with only 700 or 800 Americans, in the battle of San Jacinto, April
A constitution was adopted favoring slavery. Houston was
21, 1836.
defeat of Santa

The United States, England, France and Belgium
recognized the new government as independent (1837). From this
time until December 29, 1845, when Texas was finally annexed to the
United States, the question of its annexation was the Gordian knot of
elected President.

American politics. Treaty negotiations failing, annexation was accomplished by joint resolution of both Houses of Congress. The dispute
over the western boundary of Texas led to the Mexican War {q. v.).
JIarch 25, 1850, Texas ceded all claims to territory outside of her present
limits to the United States for $10,000,000.
February i, 1S61, an ordinance of secession was passed. During the war there was a large influx
of slaves from the other vSlates. The State was restored to its place in
the Union March 30, 1870. The State has been uniformly Democratic
except for a brief period prior to 1873. The population of Texas in 1850
was 212,592 in 1890, 2,235,523. The present constitution was made in
History by Yoakum.
1876.
;

"Texas Gazette and Brazoria

Advertiser," first newspaper of
was established at Brazoria in 1S30. September 4, 1832, it
was merged in the Constitutional Advocate and Texas Public Advertiser^
which was suspended in 1S33.
Texas.

It

Texas vs. White et al. This case was tried before the Supreme
Court of the United States on the original bill in 1868. In 1S51 the
United States issued to the State of Texas 5,000 coupon bonds for 51,000
each, payable to State of Texas or bearer, in arrangement of certain
boundary' claims. Part of these bonds were seized during the Civil War
by the revolutionary government of Texas and sold to White & Chiles
and others of New York and other States, though said bonds were only
payable if indorsed by a recognized Governor. In 1866 a bill was filed
This was granted on the
for an injunction to recover these bonds.
ground that the action of a revolutionary government did not affect the
right of Texas as a State of the Union, having a government acknowledging her obligations to the National Constitution. The Court pronounced the Union an indestructible Union of indestructible States and
the act of secession void.

Thames, Canada.
Procter and Tecumtha,
of 1812.

The

ican advance.

19

At this river a final stand was made by General
when pursued by General Harrison in the War

position chosen

October

5,

was poor and very favorable

1813, Harrison

with 3,000

men

to the

Amer-

attacked and
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by a vigorous charge of cavalry under Colonel Johnson drove the British
Tecumtha was slain and General
in great confusion from the field.
Procter himself barely escaped capture. This defeat ended his disgraceThe Americans lost forty-five and the British forty-eight,
ful career.
besides thirty-three Indians 477 prisoners were captured. The results
of the battle were The Indian Northwestern Confederacy was destroyed
the British power in Upper Canada was broken, and practically all that
had been lost by General Hull at Detroit was regained.
;

;

:

Thatcher, Henry K.

(1806-1880),

commanded

the "Constella-

on the Mediterranean station from 1862 to 1863. In command of
the " Colorado " he led the first division of Commodore Porter's fleet
He succeeded Farragut in command of
in both attacks on Fort Fisher.
the Western Gulf squadron at Mobile, whose surrender he secured.
He was promoted rear-admiral and retired in 186S.
tion "

Thayer, BH, horn in 1819, of Worcester, Mass., founded the EmiCompany which settled Lawrence, Topeka, Manhattan and

grant Aid

Ossawatomie.

These settlements in Kansas exerted a powerful influence

He represented Massachusetts in the U. S.
Congress as a Republican from 1857 to 1S61. He wrote " The Kansas
Crusade."

for the anti-slavery cause.

Thayer, John M., born in 1820, led a brigade at Donelson and
Shiloh and commanded a division at Vicksburg and a column at Chickasaw. He represented Nebraska in the U. vS. Senate as a Republican
from 1867

to 1871,

and was Governor

of

Nebraska from 1886 to

1891.

Thayer, Sylvanus (1785-1872), was superintendent of the Military
Academy at West Point from 1817 to 1833. During his administration
the academy became one cf the best in the world. From 1833 to 1863
he

fortified

Boston Harbor.

Theater. The first theater in the United vStates was opened at
Williamsburg, Va., September 5, 1752. This was followed by others at
Annapolis, Md., and at New York, in Nassau Street, in 1753. Theaters
were' opened at Albany in 1769, at Baltimore in 1773, at Charleston,
S.

C,

in 1774, at

Newbern, N. C,

in 1788,

and

at

Boston in 1792.

Thomas, George Henry (July 31, 1816— March 28, 1870), a distinguished American general, was born in Virginia, and graduated at
West Point in 1840. He fought against the Seminoles, and in the
Mexican War was distinguished at Monterey and Buena Vista. In the
summer

of 1861

he had charge of a brigade in Virginia, and

later in the
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year was promoted to the command of a division in the Western army.
At Mill Spring, in Kentuck}', January 19, 1S62, General Thomas

gained the first marked Union success in the war.
wing at Perry ville, and the center of Murfreesboro'.

He

led the right

At the

battle of

Chickamauga, September 19-20, 1S60, Thomas' ability prevented a
serious disaster, and earned for him the title of the " Rock of Chickamauga." He fortified Chattanooga, received command of the Army
of the Cumberland, and was made brigadier-general in the regular army.
In command of his army he had a prominent share in the battle of
Missionary Ridge and in the hard fighting of Sherman's campaign in
In September, 1864, he was detached from Sherman's army, and
1864.
was ordered to oppose General Hood. This service culminated in his
decisive victory of Nashville,

December

15, 16, 1864.

General Thomas

received the thanks of Congress, and was promoted to be major-general
in the regular army.
After the war he was a departmental commander.
Life

by Van Home.

Thomas, Isaiah (1749-1831), edited the MassacJmsetis Spy from
He earnestly supported the Revolutionary movement by

1771 to iSoi.

his paper.
From 1775 to iSoi he published the celebrated A>z£/ England Almanac.
He founded the American Antiquarian Society, to
which he gave valuable books, files of newspapers and estates. He
wrote " A History of Printing in America."

Thomas, Jane

(eighteenth centurj') was the wife of John Thomas,
She distinguished
herself by aiding in repelling an attack upon her house by the Tories.
,

colonel of the Spartan regiment of South Carolina.

Thomas, Jesse B. (1777-1S50), was territorial delegate to Congress
from Indiana from 1808 to 1809. He represented Illinois in the U. S.
Senate as a Democrat from 1818 to 1829. He introduced the Missouri
Compromise

in 1820.

Thomas, John

(1725-1776), of Massachusetts,

commanded

a regi-

ment under General Amherst at Crown Point in 1760, and aided in the
capture of Montreal. He was appointed a brigadier-general b}^ the
He had charge of the fortification of DorProvincial Congress in 1775.
chester Heights, which led to the evacuation of Boston b}' the British.
In 1776 he was given command in Canada, but died of small-pox.

Thomas, I/orenzo

(1804-1S75), was chief of staff of General Butler

He was adjutant-general of the army from
organized colored troops from 1863 to 1S65. In 1868
President Johnson, in the course of his quarrel with Secretary Stanton,
during the Mexican War.
1861 to 1863.

He
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appointed Thomas Secretary of War.
ment of Johnson.

Thomas, Philip F.

This led directly to the impeach-

(1810-1S90),

represented Maryland in the

U. S. Congress as a Democrat from 1839 to 1841. He was Governor of
Maryland from 1S48 to 1851, and Comptroller of the State Treasury'
from 1S51 to 1853. He was Secretar}' of the Treasury in Buchanan's

Cabinet from December, i860, to January, 1S61. He was refused a seat
in the Senate in 1868, as having given aid and comfort to the Rebellion.

He was

a U. S. Congressman from 1875 to 1877.

Thomas, Theodore, born in 1835, came to America from Germany
He has been influential in introducing a higher class of music
in America. He has been leader of the Philharmonic Societj', and for
in 1S45.

a time director of music at the World's Fair.

Thojnpsou, George,

the abolitionist (born in Liverpool, England,
England, in 1878), was active in the anti-slavery
agitations respecting the British colonies, and came to this country in
1S34 at the request of William Llo3d Garrison and others, to speak in
behalf of abolition. He spoke in different parts of the country and his
He was finally
efforts led to the formation of 150 anti-slavery societies.
threatened by mobs in Boston and fled to England in 1S35. He aided
greatly in preventing the recognition of the Southern Confederacy by
the British Government.
in 1804, died in Leeds,

Thompson, Jacob (1810-1885), represented Mississippi in the U. S.
Congrtss as a Democrat from 1S39 to 1851. He was Secretary of the
Interior in Buchanan's Cabinet from 1857 to 1861, and used that position
to aid schemes of secession.
He was Governor of Mississijjpi from 1862
In 1864 he was sent as a Confederate connnissioner to Canada,
to 1864.
where he promoted the scheme
Chicago, and burn the city.

Thompson, John R.

to release the prisoners at

(1823-1S73), of Virginia,

Camp

Douglas,

was editor

of

tlie

Southern Literary J/esscng-er irom 1847 to 1859. H*^ exerted a great
influence upon Southern literary tastes. He wrote "The Burial of
Latan^," "The Death of Stuart," and other poems popular in the
South.

Thompson, Richard W.
1809.

Removed

Lawrence Co.

to Indiana 1S34,

He

v>-ns

Born in Culpepper Co., Va., June
where he was admitted to the bar

frequently a

several times a Presidential elector

member

9,

in

of the Legislature, also

and national delegate, a member

of
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Congress two terms, Judge of the Fifth Indiana Circuit Court and SecNavy in President Hayes' Cabinet 1S77-81. At the close of
his term he accepted the chairmanship of the American Committee of the
Panama Canal Co. When De Lesseps Co. secured control of the Panama
Railroad, Mr. Thompson became a director, was acquitted of any guilty
knowledge of corruption charged against the management of the Canal
retary of the

engage in the more congenial profession of authorwrote three important works, " Papacy and the Civil Power,"
" Footprints of the Jesuits," " History of the Tariff," " Personal Recol-

Co., but retired to

He

ship.

Died

lections of sixteen Presidents."

February

9,

at his

home

in Terre

Haute,

1900.

Thompson, Smith

(1768-1S43), was a Judge of the New York
to 1818.
He was Secretary of the Navy in
Monroe's Cabinet from 181S to 1823, and a Justice of the U. S. Supreme

Supreme Court from 1802
Court from 1823 to 1843.

Thomson, Charles

(1729-1824), came to America from Ireland in
His influence during the Revolution was such that he was called

1740.

" the

Sam Adams

of Philadelphia, the life of the cause of liberty."

He

was Secretary of the Continental Congress during its entire history,
from 1774 to 1789. He made careful records of the proceedings and
took valuable notes.

Thoreau, Henry D. (1S17-1862), of Massachusetts, was a poet and
author, of idealistic aspirations, a fine scholar, a transcendentalist and a
lover of nature.

He

Maine Woods," "

A Yankee

wrote " Walden, or Life in the Woods,"
in Canada," etc.

"The

after 1016.
He went to Greenland from Norway in
According to the Sagas, in 1007 he sailed for Vinland with three
ships and 160 persons, sighted Newfoundland and Nova Scotia, sailed
along the New England coast and landed upon some island, where they
spent the winter. The next three years were spent in a bay which 3ome
have identified with Mount Hope Bay, where they traded with the
Esquimaux. They returned in loii.

Thorfinn, died

1006.

Thornton, Sir Edward, born

in 1817, was Minister from England
United States from 1S67 to 1881. He was a member of the commission on the Alabama claims in 1871, and an arbitrator of the American and Mexican Claims Commission in 1S73.
to the

Thornton, Matthew
about

1

7 17.

He was Judge

(1714-1803),

of the

came

to

America from Ireland
Court from

New Hampshire Supreme
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1776 to 17S2. He represented New Hampshire in the Continental Congress from 1776 to 1778 and signed the Declaration of Independence.

Thorvald l^ricsson, died in 1004. He is said to have come to
America (Rhode Island ?) from Iceland with thirty men in 1002, in 1003
to have explored the southern coast of New England and in 1004 the
northern coast.

Three-Cent Piece,

a silver coin issued in 1851, having been author-

weight in grains was 12.375. In 1853 its weight
The coinage was discontinued by an Act of
Congress of 1873. This coin was a legal tender to the amount of
Nickel three-cent pieces began to be coined in 1S65.
thirty cents.

same
was changed
ized the

year.

Its

to 11.52.

Three-Dollar Piece, a gold coin, authorized in 1S53 coinage begun 1854. This coin has always been a legal tender to an unlimited
;

amount.

Throckmorton, James "W., born in 1825, was a member of the
Texas Legislature from 185 1 to 1861, and Governor of Texas from 1866
He was a Democratic U. S. Congressman from 1S75 to 1879 and
to 1867.
from 1S83 to 18S7. Died 1894.
Throop, Knos T. (1784-1874), represented New York in the U. S.
Congress as a Democrat from 1815 to 18 16. He was Governor of New
York from 1829 to 1832, Minister to Naples from 1838 to 1842.

Thurman, Allen Granhery,

born in 1813, an American statesman,
an eminent lawyer, settled in Columbus, Ohio. He is a life-long
Democrat from 1845 to 1847 he was Congressman from Ohio he was
Justice of the State Supreme Court 1S51-1854, and its Chief Justice
In 1867 he was defeated for Governor by General Hayes.
1 854-1 856.
From 1869 to 1881 he was a U. S. Senator. While his party was in the
minority Senator Thurman was its leader, and afterward he had the
chairmanship of the Judiciary Committee. He was at one time president pro tern, of the Senate. He was the sponsor for the Thurman
Act, which compelled the Pacific railroads to fulfil their obligations to
the Government. President Garfield appointed him a delegate to the
Paris Monetary Convention of 1881. Thurman received votes in the
Democratic National Conventions of 1876, 1880 and 1884. In 1888 he
vvas nominated by acclamation for second place on the ticket with
Cleveland, but was defeated in the election. Died 1895.
is

;

;

Thwaites, Reuben G., born

in 1853,

was an editor

of the Wiscon^
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sin State Journal from 1877 to 1S86.
He has given much attention to
Western history. He wrote " Historic Waterways," and a small his-

tory of the colonies.

Ticknor, George (1791-1871), of Massachusetts, was admitted to
From [815 to 1819 he was in Europe engaged in philo-

the bar in 1S13.

and collecting a library which was unsurpassed in Spanish
a professor of modern 'languages and literature at
Harvard from 1819 to 1835. He wrote a " History of Spanish Literature," which is recognized as a masterly work.
His letters have been
logical study

literature.

He was

published.

During the French and Indian War, in June, 1758,
men advanced upon Ticonderoga,
then occupied by the French. Montcalm had only 3,600. After some
indecision he retired to the site of the fort and threw up earthworks.
During their advance the English lost Howe, and the command fell to
the incompetent Abercromby. Without support of artillery he attempted to carry the fort by a bayonet charge. He was disastrously
repulsed with a loss of 1,944 to 277 on the side of the French. He
retreated precipitately.
On July 22, 1759, General Amherst appeared
before Ticonderoga. He met little opposition and placed his artillery
On the night of the 23d, Bourlamaque retired from the
in position.
fort with the best troops.
The garrison kept up a brisk fire until the
night of the 26th, when they abandoned the place and fired a train to
the magazine. The fort was blown up and the place fell into English

Ticonderogra.

a British and Provincial force of 15,000

—

hands. In the Revolutionary War also the strategic importance of
Ticonderoga was recognized. A force under Ethan Allen arrived on the
shore of Lake Champlain in the early morning of Maj' 10, 1775. There
were not enough boats to carry over all his forces, and so with only
eighty -three men he descended upon the little garrison, who surrendered
without a blow. Thus the colonists gained the key to the route to
and from Canada, and captured a number of cannon and a considerable
quantity of powder and ball, which they much needed. On July i,
1777, Burgoyne in his march south appeared before Ticonderoga.
The
British seized a position which commands the fort and compelled the
garrison, 3,000 in number, to evacuate.
These retired into the Green
Mountains, the women and wounded to»Fort Edward (July 5, 1777).

" Tidal Wave," the term applied to the unprecedented success of
the Democratic party in elections. State and Congressional, from 1872
to 1876.
This was due to the corruption of the Republican administration.
The tidal wave resulted in the contested election of 1876-77.
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Tiffin,
1784.

Edward

came to America from England in
Ohio from 1803 to 1S07, and represented
Senate as a Democrat from 1807 to 1809.
(1766-1S29),

He was Governor

Ohio in the U.

S.

of

Tilden, Samuel Jones (February 9, 1S14— August 4, 1SS6), an
American statesman, was educated at Yale and the University of New
York. He acquired a high position at the New York bar, became famous as a counsel for corporations, and amassed wealth. Though interested in New York politics and very influential in the counsels of the
Democratic party, Mr. Tilden held no office for many years, except in
1845 in the Assembly, and the next year in the State Constitutional
Convention. By about the close of the war he had become the recognized leader of the New York Democracy. He was one of the most
expert party managers of modern times. In strenuously opposing the
Tweed Ring in 1871 and the following years, as well as in antagonizing
«ther abuses, Tilden acquired such prestige that in 1874 as candidate
He served
for Governor he was elected over Dix by 50,000 majority.
from 1875 to 1877. His success caused his nomination for President by

the National Convention in 1876. In the remarkable election Tilden
had a substantial popular majority, but the result of the electoral vote
was in doubt. (See Electoral Commission.) The extra-constitutional
Electoral Commission admitted 184 votes for Tilden and 185 for Hayes.
Governor Tilden, the "sage of Gramercy Park," continued to be reHe wrote letters degarded as the party adviser, the " great defrauded.
'

'

clining in advance the nomination in 1880
of his will a large

sum was

Tilghman, Matthew

left for

and

By the

1884.

a free public library in

(1718-1790),

was a member

provisions

New

of the

York.

Maryland

General Assembly from 1751 to 1774. He was a delegate to the ConHe was president of the Revolutinental Congress from 1774 to 1777.
tionary Convention which directed the State Government from 1774
To him was largely due the drafting and organizing of the
to 1777.

government

of Maryland.

Timber Culture. March

3,

1873,

Congress passed the Timber Cul-

ture Act, granting to settlers 160 acres of treeless lands for the encouragement of tree culture. An act of June 3, 1878, authorized the sale at

12.50 per acre of forest lands on the Pacific Coast, and at the
prohibited timber depredations on the public lands.

,

Timrod, Henry

(1829-1867), of South Carolina,

same time

became popular in
He was a

the South for his war lyrics written during the Civil War.
poet of genius and delicate imagination.
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Thomas

(1750-1S29),

came

to

America from England and

served in the Continental navy during the Revolution.
the Washington

Tippecanoe,

Navy Yard from
a

nickname
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He commanded

1S04 to 1829.

of President William

Henry Harrison,

originating in his victory over the Indians on the Tippecanoe River, in

Indiana, in 181 1.

Tithables,
males and

all

in Virginia, all persons liable to poll-tax, to wit,
female slaves of more than sixteen years.

all

Titiiinginan, a sort of Sunday constable, who preserved order in
meeting and discharged various police functions of a similar nature.
The office was peculiarly a New England institution, though rare
instances of tithingmen were to be found in ^Maryland and elsewhere. In
towns where there were Indian inhabitants, it was the duty of the
tithingman to preserve order among them.

Tobacco, introduced

knowledge of civilized nations on the
was found in use by the Indians on the
far north as Virginia.
It was cultivated

to the

discovery of America, where

it

and on the mainland as
and France earU- in the sixteenth century. Its cultivation
was begun by the earliest settlers in Virginia and Marj'land, to whom
It was used
it was frequently the sole, yet lucrative, source of income.
as a legal tender in Maryland in 1733, during a period of depreciation
in the colonial currency, and was widely used as a medium of barter
and exchange and payment of debt. Virginia led in the production of
islands

in Portugal

tobacco during many years, her annual production frequently reaching
Kentucky now leads. Tobacco is at present
20,000,000 pounds.

widely cultivated in the Southern, IMiddle, Western and even the New
England States, that of the Connecticut valley being deemed especially
adapted for cigar wrappings. In 1889 there was a total production of

During
565,795,000 pounds in the United States, valued at ^43, 666, 665.
the years 1865-1892 the total internal revenue receipts from tobacco

amounted

to $896,512,367.

Tocqueville, Alexis Charles Henri Clerel de (1S05-1S59), a
French publicist and politician, visited the United States in 1831-1832
on a mission to examine the penitentiary system. He published in
1835-40 " Democracy in America," the most important commentary on
American affairs by a foreigner until the appearance of " Bryce's
American Commonwealth."
De Tocqueville was afterward member
of the Chamber of Deputies and of the French Academy, and in 1849
was iMiuister of Foreign Affairs.
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Tod, David

(1S05-1868), was Miuister to Brazil from 1847 to 1852.
champion of the " peace policy " in 1861, but when Governor
Ohio from 1862 to 1864 was a firm supporter of the Government.

He was
of

a

Todd, Thomas

"Toledo War,"
gan, which

came

Kentucky jurist, was an
Supreme Court from 1807 to 1826.

(1765-1826), a prominent

Associate Justice of the U. S.

a boundary controversy between Ohio and Michihead in 1835, just previoiis to Michigan's appli-

to a

The controversy was over that
which contained the City of Toledo, and its history maj- be
traced back to the ordinance of 1787 respecting the division of the
Northwest Territory. In 1835 Ohio proposed to assume control of the
disputed tract. Michigan responded by making such action highly
penal, and appealed to the Federal Government.
An armed collision
seemed imminent. Finally it was agreed that Michigan should be admitted to the Union and awarded certain territory in the north, provided she would give i:p her clearly rightful claim to the Toledo
cation for admission to the Union.

territory

country.

Tom

the Tinker, the popular watchword of the rebels of western
Pennsylvania during the Whiskey Rebellion of 1794, originating in the
destruction of the house of an obnoxious official by a mob, which gave
oiit that it was being tinkered.

Tompkins, Daniel D.

(1774-1S25), Vice-President of the United
Columbia, and became a leading lawyer and
Democratic politician in the State of New York. He was a Judge in
the Supreme Court of the State, and its Governor from 1807 until 1817.
While holding this office he opposed the Bank and gave an efficient
support to the War of 1812. Governor Tompkins was elected VicePresident in 1816 on the ticket with Monroe, and re-elected in 1820,
serving from 1817 to 1825.
States,

was graduated

Tonga.

at

The United

States concluded a treaty of amity,

and navigation with Tonga

commerce

in 1886.

Tonty, Chevalier Henri de (1650 ?-i704), accompanied I,a Salle
Canada in 1678 and explored with him the Mississippi. Later he
twice descended to the uioiith of the Mississippi in search of La Salle.

to

Toombs, Robert
sionists,

(1810-1885), one of the most influential Secesat Union College and rose to distinction as a

was graduated

He served in the Creek War,
Whig in Congress from 1845 to

and
Con-

law3'er in Georgia.

in the Legislature,

as a State-Rights

1853.

While

in
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compromise measures of

1850.

U. S. Senator from Georgia 1S53-1S61. Senator Toombs was
one of the most active champions of the slave power, and when the
crisis occurred in i860 he was second to none in energy as adisunionist.

He was

He

During the war he
Congressman, Secretary of State, and a brigadierAfterward he practiced law, and refused persistently to take
general.
the oath of allegiance to the Government. In his last years he devoted
himself to a contest with the railroad power.

was

aided powerfully in forcing his State to secede.
at different times

Topeka, Kan., was founded in 1854, received a
and became the State capital in 1861.

Topeka

Constitution.

On

October

23, 1855,

city charter in 1857

a constitutional con-

vention, representing the anti-slavery population of Kansas,

met

at

Topeka. This convention adopted the boinidaries set by the KansasNebraska bill, prohil)ited slavery after July, 1857, and conferred the
right of suffrage on "white male citizens " and on " every civilized
male Indian who has adopted the habits of the white man." This free
State convention was dispersed by Federal troops. The bill to admit
Kansas to the Union under the provisions of the Topeka constitution
passed the House, but failed in the Senate.

Torbert, Alfred T. A. (1833-1880), led a Federal brigade at ManCrampton's Gap and Gettysburg in 1862. In 1864 he was placed

assas,

command of a division of cavalry in the Army of the Potomac. He
fought at Cold Harbor, Trevillian Station, Winchester and Cedar
Creek. He commanded at Tom's River, Liberty Mills and GordonsHe was Consul-General at Paris from 1873 to 1878.
ville.
in

Tories. (See Loyalists.) The name Tory had been emplo3'ed in
England from 1679 to designate those who were desirous to increase the
power of the king. The term had become odious by reason of the
Jacobite conspiracies, and was revived in America as a term of reproach.

Torn Mountain, near Haverstraw, New York, is celebrated for
being the place where General Arnold and Major Andre met Sept. 20,
1780, and after a lengthy interview the plot was conceived wherebj'
Arnold was to distribute the garrison at West Point so as to weaken it
and to surrender the post to General Clinton and destroy Washington's
army.
Totten, Joseph G. (1788-1864), was chief engineer of the army on
the Canadian frontier during the War of 1812. Diiring the Civil War
he had charge of the engineering bureaii at Washington.
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(1796-1869), represented Connecticut in the U. S.
from 1835 to 1S39. He was chosen Governor
Deuiocral
Congress as a
Attorney-General in
of Connecticut by the Legislature in 1S46. He was
from 1852 to 1857.
Senator
and
a
U.
S.
1S48
to
1S49,
Polk's Cabinet from

Toucey, Isaac

He was Secretary of the Navy in Buchanan's Cabinet from 1S57 to 1861,
and was charged with favoring the seceding States by dispersing the
navy.

Tourgee, Albion W., born

in

1S38, sers-ed in the national

anny

prepared a report on the condition of the
Convention in 1S66. He published
Loyalists'
the
for
Southern States
" The North Carolina Code " and " A Fool's Errand." and other books

durin"- the Civil

War.

He

Appointed Consul to Bordeaux

on the Reconstruction period.

INIay,

1897.

Toussaint L'Ouverture,
and President

leader of the revolted negroes of Hayti
is connected with the history

of the Ih^ylian Republic,

through Bonajiarte's San Domingo expedition.
conquering the island, to make it the
basis of an expedition which should create in Louisiana a French colonial
empire. Toussaint's resistance and the destruction of French troops
bv vellow fever balked this plan, and Napoleon sold Louisiana to the

of the United States

The

First Consul intended, after

United States.
(1S41-1S93), was U. S. Consul at Nantes,
from iS66 to 1S6S, andat Bradford, F;ngland, from iS6Sto 1S70.
wrote " Glinii)ses of History," " Heroes of History," and other

Towle, George M.
I'rance,

He

popular historical books.

Town.

In

New

word town has constantly been used
meaning the primary .subdivision of the county,
In the Midtlle colonies and the South it
urban.

I-jigland the

in the sense of township,

a large area, rural or

meant, as in England, an incorjwrated nmnicipality of greater or less
Thus in Massachusetts nearly all the territory of the colony was
size.
occupie<l with towns, while in the South there were a few towns here
an<l there

As

settlers,

to the origin of the

New England town

various theories

has .seemed an original creation of the early
to others an imitation of the English parish.

have been held.

To some

it

the meeting of all freemen of a town in primary
of local affairs and the election of local offidiscussion
the
assemblv for
This has been one of the most characteristic of New Flngland
cers.
it
institutions, and one of the most valua])le, because of the education

Town-Meeting,

has afforded in

politics.

Jefferson on this account wished that some-
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thing similar might he ititrcxlnced into Virginia. In the type
government which has been instituted in the northernmost row
ern

vStates,

the township usually has a town-meeting.

States west of the Middle vStates this

is

of local
of West-

In the row of

not usual.

Townsend, Edward D., In^rn in 1S17, was the principal executive
War Department, under Secretary Stanton, during the Civil
War. He wrote " Anecdotes of the Civil War in the United States."

onTicer of the

nied 1S93.

Townsend, George
New York

A., horn in 1841, reported the Peninsular camMvv?/^/ in 1S62.
He was war correspondent
for the World in 1864 and 1865.
He wrote " The Real I.ife of Abraham
Lincoln *' and various tales of Marjland life.

paign for the

Townshend, Charles (1725-T767), English statesman, was made
Commissioner of Trade and Tlantations in 1749, and made a careful
study of the American colonies. In 1763 he v. as made First Lord of
Trade and I'lantations. He ardently supported Grenville's Stamp Act
in 1765 and was in favor of imposing upon the colonies heavy burdens.
He advocated

the annulling of the colonial charters and the establi.shGovernment. In 1766 he became Chancellor of the E.xchequer.
He secured the pa>-sage of an act in 1767

ment

of a uniform system of

which levied burdensome duties on such articles as tea, paper and
He was a man of ready wit and brilliant oratory, but unwise.

Townshend

Acts, two

glass.

acts proposed in Parliament, April 16, 1767,

Townshend, then Chancellor of the Exgo into effect November 20. They provided
for the appointment of commissioners to enforce more effectually the
laws of trade with the colonies granted duties on glass, paper, colors
and tea, and legalized writs of assistance. The revenue was to defray
the charge of the administration of justice and support the civil government in the provinces. The people of Massachusetts opposed them
by renewing their non-importation agreements.
at the instance of Charles

chequer.

They were

to

;

Tracy, Benjamin F., lawyer, born in 1830, was elected a district
New York in 1854 and 1856. He led a regiment at the

attorney in

battles of tlic Wilderness

prison
1873,

camp

at Elmira.

and was Secretary

and Spottsylvania, and had charge of the
a U. S. District Attorney from 1866 to
the Navj' in Harrison's Cabinet from 1889 to

He was
of

iS93-

Trade Dollar,

a silver coin issued in 1S73-1874 for use in China, in
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competition with Spanish and Mexican dollars. It was not intended
for circulation in the United States, though it was made a legal tender
this provision
to the amount of five dollars at the time of its issue
of
the standard
that
than
less
was
value
actual
Its
in
1876.
was repealed
;

dollar.

Trades' Unions. These associations of workingmen, for conupon questions of wages, hours of labor and for mutual
Inrelief, were begun in this country in 1852 by the formation of the
ternational Typographical Union, followed in 1859 by the Machinists'
and Blacksmiths' International Union, and the Iron Moulders' Union of
North America. The Brotherhood of Locomotive Engineers was organized in 1863, the Journeymen Tailors' National Trades Union in 1865,
the Coopers' International Union in 1870, the Cigarmakers' International Union about the same time, the Miners' National Union in 1873.
There are beside numerous other lesser and local associations.
certed action

Transcendentalism. This movement derived its name from the
German philosophy of Schelling, and signified the philosophy of those
who deemed the objective realities of the world to be best studied by
interrogating the siibjective consciousness. The school of the transcendentalists prevailed in

New

England, especially at Concord, Mass., in

Emerson was its leader, but many of his followers were
unpractical and visionary men, whose philosophy was of little value to
the actual world. The movement exercised great influence on Unitarian
religion, on various reforms and especially on the anti-slavery cause.
and

after 1830.

Transylvania Company, a colonization company, organized in
North Carolina in 1775. Its grants were obtained directly from the
crown, no colonial government being permitted to issue land warrants.
Travis, William B. (1811-1S36), while fighting for the independence of Texas, was besieged at Fort Alamo by the Mexicans in 1836.
After desperate fighting, when only six men were left, they surrendered
on promise of protection, but were slaughtered by command of Santa
Anna.
against the United States is defined in the Constitution as
"
only in levying war against them, or in adhering to their
consisting
enemies, giving them aid and comfort." A motion to give Congress
the sole power of defining the punishment of treason was lost in the
convention of 1787. Most of the States have inserted in their constitu-

Treason

tions a provision regarding treason .similar to that of the National ConThere has been practically no instance of an indictment for
stitution.
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Rhode

Island.

At the

there were no prosecutions for treason, because the

idea of State allegiance had in

many

States so long predominated over

April 30, 1790, an act was passed making
treason punishable by death. Burr's case was the principal one under
that of national allegiance.

this act.

an Act of Congress provided that treason should
by the liberation of the guilty person's slaves.

Jul}' 17, 1862,

also be punishable

Treasury Board,

established by the Continental Congress February

a standing committee of five Congressmen who
should have control over minor officials and act as a Ways and Means
Committee. The Committee of Claims and the Treasury Office of Accounts were the principal bureaus under the Board's supervision. September 26, 1778, an Act of Congress provided for securing a house for
the various offices of the department, thus forming the germ of the
present treasurj^ system. Provision was also made for the annual appointment of a comptroller, auditor and treasurer, thus doing away
with the Treasury Office of Accounts. The Treasury Board ceased to
exist in September, 1781, when a Superintendent of Finance was instituted.
After Robert Morris I'esigned this office, from 17S5 to 17S9
the Treasury was again under a board of commissioners.
17, 1776, to consist of

Treasury Department.
matters were at

first

Under the Continental Congress
managed by a committee. The Treasurj'^

financial
Office of

Accounts was created in 1776.
organization

nmch

In 1778 the department was given an
like that of the present time.
In 1781 the office of

Superintendent of Finance was created, and the department put under
a single head. In 1785 the Board was restored. The First Congress,
by Act of September 2, 1789, established the present Treasury Department,

Treasury Notes. Treasury notes, receivable for all dues to the
Government, but not made a legal tender, were first issued to meet the
expenses of the War of 1812. In 1812 issues of five millions were
authorized, in 1813 of five millions more, in 1814 of eighteen millions,
in 1815 of eight millions more.

The

The

rate of interest

was

5 2-5 per cent.

financial panic of 1837 caused further issues of sixteen millions in

1837 and 1838, j|54, 000,000 in 1839, |6, 000,000 in 1840, 18, 000, 000 in 1841,
$11,000,000 in 1842, and f2, 000,000 in 1844. The Mexican War caused
issues to the

amount

short time to run.

of $53,000,000.

The panic of 1857 was met by
These notes usually had but a

War

required the issue of enormous

under Act of

issues of 126,000,000,

The

Civil

quantities of treasury notes.

1846.

Those which bore a

legal tender character
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are treated of under Greenbacks.

exigencies by the issue of
rency.

The

demand

The Government also met temporary
notes and fractional and postal curresembling

chief variety of notes

the

treasury

notes

Government, but not legal
tenders, was the 7.30's, of which 1830,000,000 were issued.
These were
nearly all paid by the end of 1869. The Sherman Act of 1890 provided
for the issue of treasury notes wherewith to make the monthly purchases of silver bullion required by that Act.
hitherto issued,

receivable for dues to

Treasury 0£&ce of Accounts, an ofl&ce created in April, 1776, by
the Continental Congress. It was under the supervision of the standing committee of the treasury, and was under the immediate direction
of an auditor-general, assisted

by

clerks,

whose business

it

was

to audit

accounts and report to Congress through the Treasury Board.

Treat, Robert (1622-1701), came
early in the seventeenth century.

and an

assistant

from 1659 to

Connecticut from England

to

He was a deputy from 1653
He opposed the union
1664.

to 1659,

of

New

Haven and Connecticut. He commanded the Connecticut forces in
King Philip's War. He was Deputj'-Governor of Connecticut from 1676
to 1683,

and Governor from 1683 to

Edmund Andros from
from 1698 to

Treaties.

1687 to 1689.

1698,

except two years under Sir
again Deputy-Governor

He was

1708.

The

first

treaty negotiated

by the United States was the
Other treaties negoti-

treaty of alliance with France, February, 1778.

ated under the Continental Congress were with the Netherlands (1782),
with Great Britain, treaty of peace (1783), with Sweden (1783), with
Prussia (1785), and with Morocco (1787). The Constitution of 1787
gave the President the power of making treaties, with the consent of
two-thirds of the Senate. In 1795, in the matter of the Jay Treaty, the
House attempted to claim for itself a control over the treat)'-making
power, through the power of making appropriations. An account of individual treaties may be found under the name by which each is familiarly known, or the country with which it was concluded.

Trenchard, Stephen D.
Island " during the Civil

He was promoted

Fisher.

(1818-18S3),

War and was

commanded

the

active in both attacks

rear-admiral and

commanded

"Rhode
on Fort

the Noith

Atlantic Squadron from 1876 to 1878.

Trent
Slidell

Affair.

and

J.

In 1861

M. Mason

the Confederate

Government sent John
and Great Britain

as commissioners to France

;Ttt3a>2a^^

»uo

PORTRAIT GALLERY OF OUR
PRESIDENTS.

22. i73«.

unw

«^^i^.

..9;.

He was the unanimous

choice for President and
was

H.S death occurred at Mount
Vernon. Va.. December

,4,

second President, born in
Baintree (now Quincy).
Mass.. October:,

S-^S^
the

tMr. .resident, born at ShadweU.
...,.pHi . ,,.
elected as a Democrat.
,800, and served two terms.

same day as Adams, July

^^^^0^ Wth

He wa.
He died on

4,

1S26. at his

President, born in Port

x6, 1751.

served two

home, Monticello Va

ConWay; kings Countv,

was

J^^-^Sjonroe, .ah President,
born in Westmoreland County.
was elected as a RepublicapTrom^h^
two terms.

Va..

March

elected as a Republican from
his native State, x8o8
and
terms. He died at Montpelier,
Virginia, June 38. :836
Va..

native State,

He

died in

New Y^f:^^^^_^

,33,.

ApHl .. .38
and serv d

:Sx..

yi

TiLOtN

^.J
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They ran the blockailc to Havana and emljarkcd thence
merchant ship " Trent." November 8, the " Trent " was
stopped in tho ohl Bahama channel by Captain Wilkes of the United
States ship " San Jacinto." Mason and Slidell were seized and taken to
Boston as prisoners. Wilkes' action was fjenerally apjiroved in the
North yet it involved a breach of international law, and Ma.son and
Slidell were surrendered to Great Britain because its neutral rights had
l)een transgressed, and to prevent the war which that country threatrL'speclivcly.

in the British

;

ened.

Trenton, N.

J.,

was

first

i6Soand received its name in
It was chosen as the capital
two years later.

settled in

17:0 in honor of Colonel William Trent.
of the State in 1790

and became a

city

Trenton, Battle of, December 26, 1776. After retreating across
the Delaware, Washington received reinforcements and determined to
blow upon the British center at Trenton. Neither his right
wing nor center was able to cross the river. However, with onlv 2,500
men he crossed the stream filled with floating ice, marched nine miles
in a blinding snow.storm and took Trenton by .surprise. The commander,
Rail, and seventeen of his men were .slain.
One thou.sand Hessians
were taken prisoners. Only four Americans pcri.shed, two killed in action, and tAvo frozen to death.
strike a

Trescot, William H., born in 1S22, was Secretary of Legation
from i<S52 to 1S53. He was assistant U. S. Secretary of
State from 1S57 to i860. He served in the South Carolina Legislature
from 1862 to 186S. He was U. S. coun.sel before the Fisheries Conmiission at Halifax in 1877.
He was a rienii^otentiary to revise the treaties
with China in 1880, and Special Envoy to the South American belligerents in 1881. He has written several books on diplomatic historv.
to Ivngland

Died

1S98.

Trevett vs. Weeden, among the
suming authority

By an Act of

earliest instances of a court's as-

upon the constitutionality of an act

to projiounce

of

Rhode Lsland Legislature of 1786, paper
money issued by the State was made a legal tender. Weeden refused to
receive this currency in payment of a debt.
The Superior Court of the
the legislature.

the

State summarily dismissed the case as not within the juri.sdiction of the
court.
Though the record is imperfect, it is deemed virtually certain
that the court pronounced the act of the legislature unconstitutional

and

void.

Trevillian Station, Va.
20

Here during Grant's campaign against

i=;xcvcLori:i)ic

3o6

dictioxarv.

Richmond, Sheridan, while raifling ;don;< the Virginia Central Railmet and defeated a .strun>( force of Confederate cavalry under
Wade Hampton. Sheridan captured 500 prisoners, June 11 and 12, 1864.
road,

Triangle, a reach

of land toward

Lake Erie purchased

vania from the Government, September
of

New

4,

17SS.

It

bj' Pennsylfonncrly was part

York.

Trianon Decree,

a secret decree issued at the palace of the Trianon,

by Napoleon, ordering the immediate confiscaand merchandise brought in previous to

l-rance, .\u;,'ust 5, 1810,

tion of all .\uierican vessels

and ordering tliat, until November i, .American vessels
allowed to enter I'rench j)orts, but tiot to unload without his
.\t the same time he offered to revoke the Milan and Berpermission.
This was a ruse to entrap .\merican vessels,
lin decrees, November i.
and it succeeded admirably.

May

I,

were

to

iSio,

Ix;

Trimble, Isaac R. (1S02-1SS8), commanded

a Confederate brig-

ade at Gaines' Mills and Slaughter Mountain, and cajitured Manas:>as
Junction in 1S62. He led a division at Chancellorsville and Gettysburg.

Trimble, Robert 777-1828), was ap]X)inted Chief Justice of KenHe became l*. S. District Attorney in 1S13, and was
in iSio.
He w:u a Justice of the
District Judge of Kentucky from 1816 to 1826.
I'. S. Supreme Court from 1.S26 to 1S2.S.
(

1

tuckv

Trinity College, Hartford, Conn., founded by Kpiscopalians,
was cliartered in iSj'v Till '^45 its name was Washington College.
Besides the usual college course it had a tlieological <le})artnient till
1S51, when this was merged into the Berkeley School at MidiUelown.
Tripler, Charles ^.,

He made

i)hysiiiNl-invenl<>r,

a special study of ])hysical science,

Imrn

and

in

New York

1849.

after years of experi-

intnting with electricity and gases, discovered in 1S98 a

means

for lique-

which was acconi],li.shed by compression to a
temperature of 4CX)" below zero. The jmxluct is a ]^)wer which i.s applicable for the operation of an engine, and other commercial purposes.
fying atmospheric

air.

Tripoli, .\fter several ineffectual attempts to come to an understanding with Tripoli the United Stales concluded a treaty of peace and
friendship Noveml)er 4, 1796. A threat by the Bashaw of further depredations led to a chastisement of Tripoli by the U. S. navy, which
resulted iu a peace without purchase and favorable commercial privileges by the treaty of June

4.

1.S05.
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Tripolitan War. During the latter part of the eighteenth ceutury
the United States had followed the method employed by many Kuropean nations of protecting our commerce from the depredations of the
Barbary States by the annual payment of tribute money. In 1801 the
of the Bashaw of Tripoli being unusually exorbitant. President
Jefferson determined to abolish this practice.
Commodore Dale was
despatched with a squadron to make demonstrations along the coast of

demands

Tripoli.

Bashaw.

He

captured a large cruiser and for a time overawed the
In 1S03 Preble was sent to take command, Congress having

recognized war with Tripoli. Several captures were made. Captain
Bainbridge, of the "Philadelphia," however, ran his vessel on a rock,

and she was taken by the Tripolitans with all on board. Decatur in
the " Intrepid " ran up the harbor of Tripoli at night and burned the
"Philadelphia" under the fire of the batteries on the shore. Tripoli
was invested and bombarded during the summer. Finally, June 4, 1805,
a treaty of peace and friendship was concluded with the Bashaw, the
United States agreeing to pay f6o,ooo for the ratisom of the officers and
crew of the " Philadelphia."

TroUope, Frances M.

(1780-1863^, visited America from England
She published "Domestic Manners of the Americans," "The Refugee in America," and "Adventures of Jonathan
Jefferson Whitlaw," which depicted rude and ludicrous phases of
American life in a manner much disliked at the time.

from 1829 to

1831.

Trumbull, Benjamin

(1735-1820), was pastor at New Haven from
wrote a " General History of the United States" and
an excellent " History of Connecticut from 1630 to 1713."
1760 to 1820.

He

Trumbull, James

Hammond, bom

State for Connecticut from

1861 to

1865.

in

was Secretary of
one of the leading

182 1,

He

is

American philologists in respect to Indian languages. He has published
the earlier volumes of the "Colonial Records of Connecticut" and
"

The Blue Laws

of Connecticut."

Trumbull, John

the entrance examination at
( 1 750-1 S3 1), passed
Yale College in 1757. He published in 1772 "The Progress of Dullness," a satire on the prevailing mode of education.
In 1773 appeared
his "Elegy on the Times," a poem on the Boston Port Bill and other
colonial topics. In 1774 he published the first two cantos of '' McFingal,"
in which he described the American character and customs and satirized their extravagances.
The po],nilarit\- of this poem was enormous.
With Humphreys, Barlow and Hopkins he wrote " Anarchiad." He
was Judge of the Connecticut .Supreme Court from 1801 to 1S19.
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(i 756-1843), is noted for his historical paintings,
Declaration of Independence," The Battle of Bunker
Hill," and " Death of Montgomery." He painted portraits of Wash-

Trumbull, John

such as

"The

ington and Jefferson.

Trumbull, Jonathan (1710-17S5), was Chief Justice of the Connecticut vSuprenie Court from 1766 to 1769, and Governor of ConnectiHe was the only one of the colonial Governors
cut from 1769 to 1783.
who ft.spoused the people's cause. He aided the colonists with all his
power, and was one of the principal advisers of Washington.
" Jonathan, Brother.")

(See

Trumbull, Jonathan (1740-1809), represented Connecticut in the
r. S. Congress as a Federalist from 17S9 to 1795. and in the U. vS.
Senate from 1795 to 1796. He was Governor of Connecticut from 1798
to 1809.

Trumbull, LymP.n, born in 1S13. was admitted to the bar in 1837.
Hf was Secretary of Slate for Illinois from 1841 to 1S42, and a Justice
He represented Illiof the Illinois Suj)r.nie Court from 1S48 to 1853.
Democrat from 1855
Died 1S96.

nois in the V. S. Senate as a
lican

from 1861 to

1S73.

to 1861

ami asa Repub-

Trusts, in the generally accepted sense, .signifies a condnnation of
manufacturers, in any particular line, organized with the prime puqwse
of limiting output and controlling prices also for reducing cost of production. The organization of trusts ran to an extreme in 1S99, during
which year the capiUdizjition of new companies, nearly all through
charters obtained from the State of New Jersey, aggregated more than
;

The abuse became

pronounced that all jiolitical
and called for legislation to control, limit or abolish them.
On February 14, 1900, an
anti-tru.st conference was held in Chicago which was participated
with all jKilitical parlies, at
in by prominent persons identified
which a strong declaration was adopted against combinations of capital.
Oi)position was concentrated against telegraph, telephone and railroad
The banking
trusts, and less forceful against privileges of every kind.
trust was also denounced and the referendum recommended.

J2, 500,000,000.

.so

parties declared in their platforms against them,

Truxtun, Thomas

(1755-1822), was made a lieutenant of the
"Congress" in 1776. In 1777 he connnanded the "Independence " and captured three large .ships. In 1781 he conmianded
the " St. James," with which he disabled a superior British vessel. In
privateer

AMERICAN HISTORY.

309

179S he was placed in couunaml of the " Couslellation," and

commanded

American commerce in the West Indies. In
1799 he captured the French frij^ate " L'Insurgente " after a severe engagement, and in 1800 he gained a victory over the French frigate " La
Vengeance."
a squadron to protect the

Tryon, William 1725-178S), born in Ireland, was appointed Lieutenant-Governor of North Carolina in 1764. He was Governor from 1765
to 1771.
lie suppressed the revolt of the " Regulators " with greai
cruelty.
He became Governor of New York in 771, and continued in office until 1778.
He was dete.sted by the patriots for his inhumanity and
the destruction of Danbury, Fairfield and Norwalk, Conn., and his merciless slaughter of a detachment of Wayne's troops at Paoli, Pa., refusing
(

1

to receive their surrender.

Tucker, George (1775-1S61), came to Virginia from Bermuda
about 1787. He represented Virginia in the U. S. Congre.ss as a Democrat from 1819 to 1825.
He wrote an excellent " Political History of
the L'nited Stales," extending from 1789 to 184 1.
Tucker, John Randolph, born

in

1S23,

was Attorney-General

of

Virginia from 1857 to 1865. He represented Virginia in the U. vS. Congress as a Democrat from 1875 to 1887. He was an able orator.
Died
1897.

Tucker, Josiah (1711-1799), dean of Gloucester from 1758 to 1799,
wrote numerous able works in politics and economics concerning the
American Revolution. He strongly urged the recognition of the independence of the American colonies.

Tucker, St. George (1752-182S), jurist, came
Bermuda in 1771. He was a lieutenant-colonel

member

from
Yorktown, a
District Judge

to Virginia
at

of the Annapolis Convention in 17S6, and a U. vS.
from 1813 to 1827. His edition of Blackstone contained important disquisitions on the Constitution from the point of view of the State-rights
school.

Tucker, Samuel
of the " Franklin "

(1747-1833), of Massachusetts, while

commander

and the " Hancock " in 1776, captured more than
From 177710 1780 he commanded the "Boston" and
thirty vessels.
captured many prizes, including the sloop-of-war " Thorn." He commanded the " Thorn " from 1780 to I781, when he was captured by the
British frigate " Hind."
He wac a member of the Massachusetts Legislature from 1814 to 1818.
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Tunis, like the rest of the Bar1)ary powers, was early a source
A
of the Mediterranean.
of annoyance to the American commerce
This treaty
of f 107,000.
paym.-nt
the
by
in
purchased
1797
was
treaty

Tunis.

was altered by the convention

Tunnel
dertakiiiK's

New York.
was bej^n

ceremony the

first

in

of February 24, 1824.
of the most stupendous municipal nnYork, March 24, 1900, when with niucl'.

One

New

spadeful of earth was

dug by Mayor Van Wyck,

to
City Hall Park, to inauj^airate the construction of a tunnel

\u

connect by

with Harlem, Kingsbridge and Bronxis 135,000,000 and the time of conPark. The
first of the
struction three years. The work is wholly municipal, the
city, and
American
by
an
attempted
ever
scale
kind upon an extensive
experiment is so important as to constitute an epoch in numicipal

ra]>id transit

lower

New York

cost of the enteri^rise

the

history.

Hill, Ga., scene of sharp skirmi-shing. February 23 and 25,
Fe<lcral and Confederate troops of Grant's and J. E. John1864,
and vStewart
ston's armies, and connnanded re.spectively by Palmer,
PolV's
reinforce
to
their
way
on
were
Confederates
The
Anderson.

Tunnel

between

and

army

in Mississippi,

was no

and Grant sent Palmer

decisive victory for either .side, for

advance,

fell

back.

Turgot, Anne Robert
man,

There

to intercejH them.

Palmer, hearing of Johnston's

\.as influential in

J.

United States in 1778. He
Am<?ricains des l\tats-Unis."

Turnbull, Robert

(1727-178O, the famous French .statestre.nty of alliance with the
wrote "Reflexions .sur la .situation des

oMaining the French

J. (i775-i-'^3-^).

<^f

S*>"^b Carolina,

was

published "The Crisis " and "
<.f the nullification party and
" in its interests.
xuial of Dernier Re.s.sort

a leader

The

Trib-

Turner, Nat (i8oo?-iS3i), a negro slave, was the instigator of the
Southampton in.surrection in Virginia in 1S31. He believed liim.self
At an appointed time he set out
ehoseii bv the I^>rd to free his ])eople.
with his followers from house to house t(i kill all white persons. I'iflywere killed before the insurgents were dispersed. After hiding
a time in the Dismal Swamp, Turner was captured and hanged.
i\\e

for

Turner, Thomas 1S08-1S83), served in the navy during the INIcxican War. He captured two Spanish ships jinrehased for the secessionist
party in i860 at Vera Cruz. He connnanded the "New Ironsides"
with abilitv at Charleston in 1S63.
(
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Ferry, was the scene of a bloody enUnion anil Confederate forces, September 14,
The battle was a drawn one, in which the Union forces lost about
1S62.
in killed and wounded, and the Confederates suffered as
men
1,500
It was here that General Reno lost his life, while leading the
severely.
Union troops in a charge.

Turner's Gap, near Harper's

gaj^euient between the

Tuscaroras, originally one of the six nations of Iroquois, migrated
toward North Carolina. In 171 1 they attempted to massacre the whites,
but were defeated in the battle of the Neuse, January 2S, 1712. Hostilities were resumed, but they were overthrown in 1713 and 800 taken
The tribe then fled to New York, except a small part who
prisoners.
had remained frieiully. These subsequently removed. The Tuscaroras
early favored the Knglish, but joined with the colonists during the
Revolution.

Tuttle, Herbert H., born in 1S46, was engaged in journalism till
In 1S81 he became professor of history, jxjlitics and international
law at Cornell, and has published an important history of Prussia.
Died 1S94.
1S.S0.

Tutuila, one of the islands of the Samoan group, that was given to the
United States by the tripartite agreement between Great Britain, Germany and this country in January, 1900. Commander Seaton Schraeder was appointed Naval Governor of the Island February 10, 1900, with
headquarters at Pago-Pago, the finest harl)or in the South Paciiic.
Area of the island 54 square miles population, 4,000.
;

Tweed, William M.( 1S23-1S7S),

represented

New York in the

U. S.

Congress as a Democrat from 1853 to 1S55. When appointed street
commissioner in 1S63, he began the organization of the Tweed Ring
His position as State Senator from 1S67 to 1871, grand sachem
(q. I'.).
of tlie Tammany society from 1S69 to kSji, and connnissioner of public
works from 1S63 to 1871, gave him innnense i)olitical influence, and
every officer in the State became under his sway. He was indicted in
1S71 and sentenced in 1S73 to twelve years' imprisonment for peculatiovi.

Tweed Ring,

a political ring, famous for its unscrupulous dir.hon
which governed New York, State and City, from i860 to 187J.
The ring was composed of William M. Tweed, A. Oakley Hall, Peter R.
Sweeney and Richard R. Connolly. These men, through bribery and inestv,

fluence

ing

first

among

the lower classes, particularly the foreign element, havgained control of Tammany Hall, so manipulated the mayor-

,
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alty election of 1865 as to secure the city government.

In iS66,Hall was
and county treasurer Twee<l.
superintendent of the street department and Connolly, city comptroller.
They carried into effect a new city charter which gave them absolute
control of fiscal appropriations.
When the Ring was finally overthrown
in 1S71, through publications of its frauds on the taxpayers, and the untiring efforts of Samuel J. Tilden, a prominent Democrat, it was discovered that the city debt had increased from |2o,ooo,ooo to $101,000,000.
Tweed died in prison, Sweeney and Connolly went into exile, and Hall

mayor

elected

;

Sweeney was made

city

;

;

also left the country.

Twenty-Cent Piece,

a silver coin authorized in 1875,

chiefly for use in the Pacific States.
1878.

It

was a legal-tender

to the

Its

and issued

coinage was discontinued in

amount

of five dollars.

Twiggs, David E. (1790-1S62), servedduringthe War of 1S12.
commanded tlie right wing at Palo .\lto and Resaca de lu Palma.

He
He

fought at Monterey, and led a brigade at Vera Cruzand a<livision at the

He was in command of the Department of Texas
and surrendered his army an<l military .stores to the Confederate
General JlcCulloch. He was di.shonorably dismissed from the U. S.
army.
capture of Mexico.
in 1S61

Two-Cent Piece was

first issued in 1S64.
Weight in grains, 96. Its
was discontinued in 1S73. I'pon the issue of 1864 first ajjpeared
the motto " In C»od We Trust." It was legal-tender to the value of

issue

twenty-five cents.

Two-Penny

Act, an act

pa.ssed

by the Virginia Assembly

to endure ten months, jiermitting that all debts

should, at the debtor's option,

])e

now

in 1755

])ayable in tobacco

payable in money, at the rate of six-

teen shillings and eight pence for every hundredweight of tobacco.

This equals two pence a poxnid

;

hence the name.

(See Pansons'

Cause.)

Two Sicilies. A claims convention was concluded in 1S32, which
provided for the paj-ment of 2,115,000 Neapolitan ducats to the United
States for Napoleonic (Muratist) commercial depredations.
A commercial treaty was concluded in 1845, and a conmiercial and extradition
treaty in 1S55.

—

Tyler, John (March 29, 1790 January 17, 1S62), tenth President of
the United States, was a native of Virginia, and was graduated at
William and Marv College in

1S06.

He

earlv

became

a lawver

and
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member of the Legislature. From 1S16 to 1S21 he was Congressman,
and from 1S25 to 1S27 Governor of Virginia. He represented his State
and the Democratic party in the U. S. Senate 1S27-1836. He opposed
the Democrats in various points, and received some Whig electoral
votes for President in

1S36.

He

served as a

Whig member

of the

and received the second place on the ticket with Harrison.
They wero elected in the "Tippecanoe and Tyler too" hurrah campaign of 1840, and one month after the inauguration Tyler, bv HarriLegislature,

son's death, succeeded to the office of President.
session of Congress, vetoed the

Bank

bills,

He

called an extra

and broke with the Whig

leaders.
All the members of his Cabinet, except Webster, resigned in
the autumn of 1841. He finally reorganized the Cabinet with Whigs
and Democrats both, of whom Calhoun was the most prominent. The
tariff of 1842, the Oregon excitement, and the annexation of Texas
mark President Tyler's administration. He was nominated by a Demo-

Convention in 1844, but withdrew from the contest.
After retiring in 1845, he was in retirement until 1S61, when he acted as president
of the Peace Convention. Soon afterward he was electetl to the Confederate Congress.
cratic

Tyler, I/Ctltia C. (1790-1842), married John Tyler in 1S13. She
was especially fitted for the social duties of the White House, but her
health was delicate, and .she died .soon after coming to Washington.
In 1844 President Tyler married Julia Gardiner, of

New York

(1820-

1889).

Tyler,

Moses

Coit, born in 1835, became professor of American
He wrote a " History of Ameri-

hi.story in Cornell I'niver.sity in iSKi.

can Literature" and a

life

of Patrick Henry.

Tyler, Robert O. (1831-1S74), commanded an artillery division at
He was in connnand of the artillery reserve at Chancellorsville, Getty.sburg and in the Rapidan campaign.
He led a
division at .Spottsylvania and a brigade at Cold Har])or.
Fredericksburg.

Tyndale, Hector (1821-1SS0), commanded
Run and Antietam in 1862. In 1863 he

Bull

a brigade at Chantilly,
led a division at

Wau-

hatchie and Chattanooga.

Tyner, James N., bom in 1S26, represented Indiana in the U. S.
Congress as a Republican from 1869 to 1875. He was Postmaster-General in Grant's Cabinet from 1S76 to 1877, and Assistant Postma.sterGeneral from 1877 to 1881.
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u.
Uncas (i58S?-i682) revoltefl from the Pequot Indians in 1635 and
became chief of the Mohegans. He made treaties of peace with the
colonists, and in 1637 greatly assisted Colonel Mason's expedition
against the Pequots, for which he received part of their land.
In 1643
he defeated Miantonomo, chief of the Xarragansetts, and put him to
He was always friendly to the whites and faithful to his
death.
treaties.

An

explanation which has been offered for this phrase
some Government supplies in the War of 1S12
was humorously declared to be the initials of one Uncle Sam Wilson, a

Uncle Satn.

is

that the " U. S." on

contractor.

" Uncle

Tom's Cabin,"

Washington, from June,

first

publi.shed in the Xational Era, at

and appearing in book form
Mrs. Stowe seems to have been at first disappointed
as to its success, but during the next five years 500,000 copies were sold
through the States. It .served to stimulate abolitioni.sts' sentiments in
a remarkable degree, stirring to their profoundest depths thousands of
minds in the North which could never have been reached l)y politicians.
It played no small part in creating an anti-slavery party, though its
delineations of outrages perpetrated u]x>n the slaves were in a great
measure misleading and the work of imagination.
1851, to April, 1852,

in Boston in 1852.

Unconstittitionality.
constitutional

is

The

judicial

.sometimes spoken of as

power
if

it

of declaring laws im-

were a peculiar power

upon the U. S. Supreme Court. On the contrary,
and necessary inci<lent of the ordinary judicial function
of deciding ca; es, as this must operate under a system which involves
two sorts of laws, the one (called constitutions) superior to the other
(called statutes).
In case of conflict between the two in any case
brought before a judge, he nmst decide in accordance with the former.
This was pointed out as long ago as 1787, by James Iredell. Similarly,
specially conferred
it is

a natural

in the colonial period, in the case of chartered colonies, the

Privy

on appeals, or the colonial courts themselves, might set
aside a colonial statute as repugnant to the charter. Soon after the
Coinicil acting
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enacting of the first written constitutions in America, courts began to
exercise this function with respect to those constitutions. The first
such case observed is the New Jersey case of Holmes Z's. Walton, in

In Commonwealth t'S. Caton, in Virginia, in 1782, there was an
1779.
approach to this. Similar cases followed in Rhode Island (Trevett Z'S.
Weeden, 17.S6) and in North Carolina (Bayard z'S. Singleton, 17S7).
The first case in wliich the U. S. Supreme Court set aside a Federal
statute as contrary to the Constitution was that of United States I'.v.
Yale Todd (1794), but the first famous one was that of jMarbury vs.
Madison (1803). The first case in which it set aside a State law was
(For particulars, see these
that of United States fs. Peters (1809).
History by Coxc.
cases.)

Underground Railroad,
whicli mad'o

movement

it its

a

name given

to a mysterious organization

business to aid in the escape of fugitive slaves.

originated

among

The

the Quakers of Pennsylvania, and the

system was gradually extended until a chain of stations w;'.s established
a day's journey apart and leading from Kentucky and Virginia across
Ohio, and from JIaryland through Pennsylvania and New Vork to
Canada. The stations were private houses, and the inmates were known
The fugitives reached these stations after
to be pledged to the cause.
nightfall, were fed and clothed when it was necessary and given a
night's rest. The sick were provided with a place in which to remain
lA'vi Collin, a Quaker, and the
until they were restored to health.
reputed president of the organization, assisted in the escape of a1)out
He always had a carriage in readi100 slaves annually for many years.
ness to convey the fugitives to a place of safety and organized sewing
circles to provide clothing for the destitute. Harriet Tubman, a colored

woman, who had

escape<l North, made nineteen journeys to the South
and brought back bands of fugitives always w ithout detection. The
greatest secrecy was observed in all of the movements of the organization.
The Underground Railroad was formally organized in 183S, but did not

reach its perfection until the passage of the Fugitive Slave Law in 1S50
aroused the Abolitionists to still greater exertions. History by Still.

Underbill, John, died about
land in 1630.
1637,

He commanded

and was conspicuous

1672.

He came

to

America from Eng-

in the expedition against the Pequots in

in the

Dutch and Indian Wars from 1643

^^

1646.

Underwood, Francis H., bom in 1825, greatly aided the Free-Soil
movement. He was clerk of the Superior Court in Boston from iS^gto
He
1870, and U. S. Consul to Glasgow, Scotland, from 1SS5 to iSSS.
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has written novels and lives of Lowell, Longfellow and Whittier.

Died

1894.

Underwood, Joseph R.

(1791-1876), was Judge of the

Kentucky

Court of Appeals from 1S28 to 1835. He represented Kentucky in the
U. S. Congress as a Whig from 1835 to 1843, and in the U. S. Senate
from 1847 to 1853.

Union College, Schenectady and

Albany, N. Y., was incorporated
by the regents of the University of New York State. The
Dudley Observatory at Albany is a department. The medical school
was established in 1838, the law school in 185 1.
in 1795

Union I^abor Party, a

descendant of the Greenback party. It was
and inclu<led in its platform
some of the principles of the Knights of Labor.
organi/.L<l at Cincinnati, I'ebruary 23, 18S7,

Union
veying

Pacific.

summer of 1853, sent out four surmany routes along the general course
One of these lines of railway, known as the

Congress, in the

i;xi>cdilions to

explore as

of four degrees of latitude.

I'nion Pacific, was completed in

nental

May,

1S69,

and opened

to trans-conti-

traflic.

Unitarians. The first Unitarian church in the United States, King's
Chapel, of Boston, became such by secession from the Flpiscopal body
under Rev. James Freeman. In 1801 the original church of Plymouth,
the oldest Congregational church in America, joined the new movement.
From 1815 to 1825 the controversy between the two parties among the
Congregationalists was carried on with great bitterness, and resulted in
the division of many churches. Harvard College about this time came
under the influence of the Unitarians. Rev. W. F,. Channing, of Newjiurt, R. I., greatly aided tlie new movement by his tongue aild pen.
The body has been especially characterized l)y literary culture, refinement and social virtue, but remains small and confined mainly to New
Kngland.

United Brethren in Christ.

This

.sect

Lancaster, Pa., through the labors of Rev. C.

arose soon after 1752 at
Otterbein, and after-

W.

Their purpose was to spread pure and
Conferences began to be held annually,
beginning at Baltimore in 1789. In 1800 the societies were united into
one body with the above name and elected their two leaders as bi.shops.
At first there was no foruiulated sy.stem of doctrine, but in 1815 a creed

ward

of Rev. iMartin

Boehm.

earnest evangelical religion.
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at the

annual conference, which

The body has always favored
and democracy

in

in rural districts
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still

remains unchanged.

radical rcfornis, an active missionary sjHrit

church government.

and numbered,

Its

membership lies principally

in 1890, 225,000.

New

England. In IMay, 1643, at the .solicthe Colonial Government of Connecticut, the colonies of
Massachusetts Bay, Plymouth, Connecticut and New Haven met by
United Colonies of

itation

of

delegates at Boston,

and bound themselves together under a written

constitution for mutual protection against the Indians, and the I'rench

and Dutch settlers of Canada and New York. The league existed forty
years.
Each colony had one vote in controlling the league. Kach
managed its own internal affairs, the general management of the confederation being intrusted to a board of eight commissioners.
1664 the confederation languished, and in 16S4

it

After

expired.

United Confederate Veterans, an association organized at New
Orleans June 10, 1S1S9. Its avowed puqxjse is strictly social, to gather
authentic data for an impartial history of the war between the States, to
among those who shared common dangers and
and to protect the widows and orphans of Confederate solThe number of camps established is 1,170 and of members about

cherish ties of friendship
privations,
diers.

45,000.

United Daughters of the Confederacy was organized

at

Nash-

Tenn., Sept. 10, 1894, and is composed of the widows, wives,
mothers, sisters and lineal female descendants of men who served honorably in the army and navy of the Confederate States. The organizaville,

tion has about 400 chapters

and 8,000 members.

United Empire I/OyalistS. After the close of the Revolution, of
the expatriated Tory exiles, exceeding 30,000 in nnnd)cr, many fled to
Canada, Nova Scotia and New Brunswick, where they formed societies
called the United Empire Loyalists.
These associations kept burning
a bitter hatred toward the Americans, and border disturbances were
kept up for a long time.

United I<abor Party, organized in New York City in 1886. They
ran Henry George as candidate for mayor that year. They proposed
the formation of a national organization, and declared that values arising
from the growth of society belonged to the community as a whole.

United States.

Up

to the Declaratioa of

Independence the

title
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employed had been United Colonies, after that it was United States of
America. Their independence was first acknowledged by France, in
the treaty of 1778. Great Britain acknowledged it by the treaty of 1783.
The government at first consisted simply of the Continental Congress.
Troni March i, 1781, the constitution in force was the Articles of Confederation from June 21, 1788, the present Constitution. The area was
;

at first

about 850,000 square miles

;

the population in 1790 less than four

millions.

" United States,"

a frigate of forty-four

guns

built in 179S,

met on

October 25, 1812, near the I.sland of Madeira, the British frigate " Macedonian," likewise of forty-four guns. The fight at first was at long
range, in which tlie "Macedonian" was badly damaged this vessel,
in attempting to draw nearer, lost nearly all its masts and spars.
Seeing furtlur resistance to be useless it surrendered. Of its 300 men
it lost thirty -six killed, sixty-eight wounded.
The "United States"
lost five kilk'il and six wounded.
The " United States" with its prize
then returned home and anchored January i, 1813, in New York
;

harlior.

" United States Telegraph." The publication of this newspaper
begun in Washington in 1826 by Dufl Green. Jackson was then
President and the ('. S. Tclc::[raph was established as the organ of his
adnjinistration.
This journal was afterward suspended, having achieved
but little success, and was .superseded as official organ in 1830 by the
w.-LS

Clobc, edited by I'rancis P. Blair.

United States

vs.

Todd.

In 1794

Todd was by decree

cuit Court of Connecticut admitted to the U. S.

pension

of the Cir-

li.st.

It

was

afterward (in 1794) <lecided by the Supreme Court of the United States
that the Circuit Court could not constitutionally make such decrees,

nor could it act in the capacity of a connnission not of judicial function.
This relateil to the Act of Congress of 792, relating to pensions, and
formed the first instance in which the U. vS. Supreme Court pronounced
1

upon the constitutionality
Universalists.

of an Act of Congress.

The main

tenet of their belief

Christians in the third century, but

as.

was held by some
it owes its

a modern teaching

to the founders of the denomination who advocated their
views about the middle of the eighteenth century, almost simultaneously
in England and the American colonies. The first convention of delegates met in Oxford, Mass., in 1785, and adopted the name of " Independent Christian Society, commonly called Universalists." In 1790

development
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a general convention met in riiihulelphia and drew up a platform of
government and a confession of faith. Two years later the New England churches organized a convention for New England, and ten years
This
later arlopted the Profession of Belief which is still in vogue.
The body numlatter convention is now the General Convention.

bered about 49,000 members in 1890.

Universities. The first project of a university in America was made
by the Virginia Company in 1619, when it made a grant of 10,000 acres
But the highest educational estabof land for a university at Henrico.
lishments of the colonial period were no more than colleges, and are
more fitlv treated under that title. Washington greatly desired the
establishment of a national university, and left funds for that purpose,
but his plan was never realized. The first true universit)-, in the sense
in which that term was used in Europe, was the University of Virginia,
chartered in 1S19 and opened in 1S25. Since then several types of
university have developed in the United States, viz., that which is a
university in the sense of con.sisting of an aggregation of several schools,
Harvard; the State universities, of
academic and professional, r.
.!,•-.,

which the University of Michigan was the first to attain eminence and
that which is occupied with advanced or post-graduate instruction primarily, such as Johns Hopkins and Clark Universities.
;

University Extension. This movement was introduced into the
United States in 1S90 by the American Society for the Extension of
University Teaching, founded in Philadelphia by Provost William
Pepper, of the University of Penn.sylvania. During 1891-92 over sixty
A seminary for trainlecture centers were e.stablished in various towns.
ing University Extension lecturers was opened at Philadelphia in OctoMore than 100 colleges now participate in the movement.
ber, 1S92.
The movement has spread widely and has flourishing lecture centers in

New England and
Upland,

the West.

the original

Swedes in 1645, and
Dutch and English.

name

It was settled by the
mixed population of Swedes,

of Chester, Pa.

in 1682 possessed a

(1790-1844), was a member of the Virginia Legisfrom 1824 to 1826, a Judge of the General Court of Virginia from
1826 to 1841, and a member of the State Constitutional Convention in
He was Secretary of the Navy in Tyler's Cabinet from 1841 to
1829.
1843, and Secretary of State from 1843 to 1844, when he was killed on

Upshur, Abel P.

lature
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exposition of the
board the " rrinceton."' He wrote an important
Constitution.
the
State-rights theory of

Emory (1S39-1SS1), commanded a battery at Yorktown and
and an artillery brigade at South ISIountain and Antietam.
Mill
Gaines'
Upton,

the Rapidan
led a brigade at Fredericksburg, Gettysburg and in
" Wilderness." led a column at Spottsylthe
in
fought
He
campaign.

He

vania and fought at Petersburg. He led a division at Opequan in 1864.
He wrote a " System of Infantry Tactics."

Ursuline Convent.
girls, chiefly Protestant,

was moved

A Roman

Catholic nunnery and school for
in Boston in 1S20, and in 1S26

was established

to Charlestown.

Prejudice transformed several incidents

of
into evidence of forcible proselytism, and on August 12, 1S34, a mob
followed
but
Riots
convent.
the
burned
classes
Protestant
lower
the
were quieted by Bishop Fenwick, Harrison Gray Otis and others.

(1816-1889), of Indiana, was First Assistant SecreInterior from 1862 to 1863, when he became Secretary

Usher, John P.
tary of

the

of the Interior in Lincoln's

and Johnson's Cabinets, serving

till

May,

1S65.

Usselinx, Willem (1567-1647), of Antwerp, merchant, planned the
Dutch West India Company, which was chartered in 1621. but ])ecoming
went over into the service of Gustavus ,\dolphus in 1624,
and founded the Swedish West India Company, which was chartered in
The remainder of his life was spent in efforts in behalf of that
1626.
company in various countries of Europe. Life by Jameson.
dissatisfied,

forms a part of the Mexican cession of 1S4S. When the Mordriven from Illinois and Missouri they migrated to the present territory of Utah, which was inhabited by the I'te or Utah Indians,
whence the name of the territory, i^alt Lake City was founded, and
into
the following year (1849) a convention asked in vain for admission

Utah

mons were

the Union for the new Stite of " Deseret." A territorial government
was organized in 1850, with Brigham Young as Governor. In 1857
Federal troops were sent into the territory to compel obedience. Admission into the Union was again demanded in 1S62 and again refused.
The " Edmunds Bill." passed in 18S2, aimed at the suppression of polygamy and disfranchised all polygamists, but has not succeeded as yet

Mormons who
(1894), because of the large numl)er of monogamous
control the Legislature, and the difficulty of securing convictions under
" into
the law. The opening of mines has attracted many " Gentiles
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The population of Utah, which in 1S90 was 207,905,
would some time ago have warranted its erection into a State were it
not for the existence of polygamy, which would fall under the protection
December 13, 1893, a
of the State Legislature if Utah were admitted.
bill passed the House for its admission.
Utah admitted as a State
the territory.

January

4,

Utes, a

1S96.

tribe of Indians in

They have generally been

New

Mexico, Utah, Colorado and Nevada.

friendly to the whites, but the Utah bands

have carried on hostilities with the Mormons. Subsequently disturbances occurred between them and miners at Pike's Peak and they defeated ^lajor Ormsby on Truckee River.
In 1865 large tracts of land
were ceded to the United States. Later trouble arose with Black
Hawk, a chief of the Pah Utes, and for several years bloody warfare
followed.

Utrecht, Treaty

concluded between France, Great Britain,
1713, ended the war of the
Spanish Succession, called in America "Queen Anne's War." France
ceded to Great Britain Hudson's Bay and Straits, Nova Scotia, Newfoundland and the adjacent islands. Spain granted to a British company the exclusive right for thirty years of supplying Spanish America
with negroes, and engaged not to transfer any laud or lordship ia
America.
of,

Portugal, Prussia, Savoy and Holland in

21
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V.
New Jersey, was associated with ProMorse in the invention of the telegraph. The alphabetical
characters and nianj- of the essential features of the telegraph are his
Vail, Alfred (1S07-1S59), of

fessor

invention.

Vallandighain, Clement Laird

(1822-1S71), a lawyer and active

Democratic politician in Ohio, served in the Legislature of that State,
and was Congressman 1S57-1S63. He bitterly opposed the Government
as the war progres.sed, and became noted as the most extreme of Northern sympathizers with the Confederacy. General Burnsidc arrested
him, and he was banished. From the Confederate States he went to
Canada, and while there was nominated for Governor by the Ohio
Democrats in 1S63. He was defeated by Brough by a majority of
The following year he was a member of the Democratic Na100,000.
tional Convention.

Vallandigham's Case.

In

1.S63

Clement

L.

Vallandigham, of

Ohio, was tried, convicted and imprisoned for uttering opinions di.sloyal
to the Union by a military commi.ssion appointed by General Burn.side.
\'allandigham applied to the Supreme Court to review by certiorari the
jiroceedings of the military conmiission, claiming to have been unlawThe Supreme Ctnirt maintained the decision of the
fully convicted.

conmiission on the ground that

ordered by a general

it

officer of the

no power to review proceedings
United States army.

liad

Valley Forge, site of Washington's winter encampment, 1777-7S,
twenty miles from Philadelphia on the west side of Schuylkill. His
force at this encampment was 11,000 strong, but in miserable condition
There was great suffering, borne
for lack of proper food and clothing.
with wonderful patience throughout the winter. The men had no .shoes
and were obliged to forage for supplies.
Valverde, N. M., an engagement, occurring February 21, 1S61, between 1,500 Unionists, chiefly volunteers, under Canby, and 2,000 Texan
rangers commanded by Sibley and Green. Colonel Roberts, Federal,
first routed Major Pryon, but the latter, falling back, was reported
by Green. The Texans made a spirited dash upon the Federal lines.
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in the utmost confusion.
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The Federal troops

fled

Van Buren, John (1S10-1S66), son of Martin Van Buren, was Attorney-General of New York from 1S45 to 1847. He was active in the
political canvass of 1848, when his father was a candidate of the FreeSoil party for the Presidency.

Van Buren, Martin (December 5,

17S2

—July 24,

1862), eighth Pres-

ident of the United States, was born at Kinderhook, N. Y.

He

rose to

both as a lawyer and as a Democratic politician.
He is noted as an adroit party manager, and was styled in his time the
" Little Magician." He was a vState Senator, U. S. Senator 1821-1S28,
Governor 182S-1829, and Secretary of State under Jackson 1S29-1831.
President Jackson, in 1831, appointed him U. S. Minister to England,
but the Senate refused to confirm the nomination. He was elected
with Jackson for the latter's second term, serving as Vice-President
1S33-1837, and was the chosen heir to the succession.
Elected by 170

eminence

in his State

electoral votes over the Whig candidate, Harrison, in 1836, he inherited
the results of Jackson's measures. The two foremost places in President Van Buren's Cabinet were held by Forsjth in the State and Wood-

Treasury Department. Among the features of public inwere the disastrous panic of 1837, the independent treasury system and the pre-emption law. In 1840 he was
pitted against his former antagonist, but with the opposite result he
received only sixty electoral votes.
In 1S44 ex-President Van Buren
had a majority, but not a two-thirds majority of votes in the Democratic National Convention
he opposed the annexation of Texas, and
was discarded for Polk. In 1848 he was the Fr' e-Soil candidate, and
diverted enough Democratic votes to defeat Cass and elect Taylor.

bury

in the

terest in his admini.stration

;

:

Van

Corlear, Arendt (1600-1667), came to America from Holland
He became superintendent of a " colony " having jurisdiction
from the Hudson to the Mohawk Rivers. He founded the settlement
at Schenectady, and had great influence with the Indians.
in 1630.

Van Cortlandt, Oloflf S. ( 1600- 1684), came to New Netherlands
from Holland in 163S in the service of the West India Company. He
was prominent in political affairs, and from 1655 to 1664 was a burgomaster of New Amsterdam.

Van Cortland, Pierre (1721-1S14), was a member of the New York
Assembly from 176S to 1775. He was a member of the first Provincial
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Congress, aud was Lieutenant-Governor of

New York from

1777 to

1795-

Van

Cortlandt, Stephanus (1643 -1700), held every prominent
lliu province of New York except the Governorship.
He was
Mayor of New York almost continuously from 1677 to 1700. His estate
was erected into a lordship and manor in 1697.
ofi&ce

ill

Van Dorn, l^arl (1820-1863), was promoted for gallant service at
Cerro Gordo, Contreras and Churubusco, and aided in the capture of
the City of Mexico. In 1.S56 he commanded an expedition against the
Comanches. In 1.S61 he joined the Confederacy and succeeded Jefferson
He captured the
Davis as major-general of the Mississippi forces.
steamer " Star of the West," and received the surrender of M.ijor Sibley
and Colonel Reeve. In 1862 he commanded the trans-Mississippi Department. He was defeated at Pea Ridge and Corinth. He captured
valuable stores at Holly Springs in 1862.

Van

Rensselaer, Kilian (1595-1644), was prominent in forming
Company. He sent an agent from Holland to

the Dutch West Indian
the

New

Netherlands,

who purchased

a vast estate comprising the pres-

Columbia and Rensselaer. He named it
Rensselaerswyck and colonized it with emigrants. Under his management through a director the colony became a powerful, almost independ-

ent

counties

of

Albany,

ent, province.

Van
at

Rensselaer, Solomon

Quccnstowii IkighLs

in 1.S12.

(1774-1S52), led the attacking party

He

represented

New York

in the U. S.

Congress as a Federalist from 1S19 to 1822.

Van Rensselaer, Stephen (1765-1S39), was a member of the New
York Senate from 1791 to 1795, and Lieutenant-Governor from 1795 to
1801.
He served in the New York Assembly from 1808 to 1810. He
was appointed commander of the forces on the northern frontier in 1S12,
and fought the battle of Queenstown Heights. He was a canal commissioner from 1816 to 1S39.
He represented New York in the U. S. Congress as a supporter of

Adams from

1S22 to 1829.

He founded

the

Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute at Tro}'.

—

Van Twiller, Wouter or "Walter (1580? after 1646), was chosen
Governor of New Netherlands by the Dutch West India Company in
He ably maintained the commercial in1633, and served until 1637.
terests of the colony, but was an incompetent Governor, and was con-
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stantly involved in quarrels with the Knglish in the r^Iassachusetts

and

Connecticut colonies.

Van Wart, Isaac

(1760-1828),

patriot cause during the Revolution.

was an active supporter of the
With John Paulding and David

Williams he intercepted Major Andr^ in 1780.

Van Wyck,

Charles H., bom

in 1824, represented

New York

in

the U. S. Congress as a Republican from 1859 to 1863 and from 1867 to
He represented Nebraska in the U. S. Senate from 1881 to 1887.
1871.

Died

1S95.

(1S30-1894),

Vance, 2Jebulon B.

represented North Carolina in

the U. S. Congress as a State-Rights American from 1858 to 1861. He
was colonel of a Confederate regiment from 1861 to 1862 Governor of
North Carolina from 1862 to 1864, and greatly aided the Confederate
cause. He was again Governor from 1876 to 1879, and was a U. S.
;

Senator from 1879 to 1894.

Vancouver, George

(1758- 1798), British naval officer, took part in

the second and third voyages of Captain Cook. In 1791 he was appointed by the British Government to survey the northwest coast of
North America from 30° north latitude, northward. He returned to
England in 1795. A report of his careful survey was published entitled
" Voyage of Discovery to the North Pacific Ocean and Round the

World."

England's claim to Oregon was mainly founded on

it.

(i 794-1877). amassed a large fortune by
In 1851 he established a steamship line between New York and California via Nicaragua. In 1855 he established
In 1S57 he turned his attention
a line between New York and Havre.
foremost " railroad kings " in
the
of
became
one
to railroads, and

Vanderbilt, Cornelius

steamboat transportation.

America.

He founded

Vanderbilt University at Nashville, Teun.

Vanderbilt, William H. (1S21-1S85), son of Cornelius, became
New York Central and Hudson River and New York
richest
in 1877, and at his death was probably the
Railroads
Harlem
and
president of the

man

in America.

(1612-1662), a noted Puritan statesman, came to
next
Boston in 1635, and was Governor of the Massachusetts colony the
He sided with Mrs. Hutchinson in the celebrated Antinomian
year.
soon recontroversy. He was a member of the General Court, but
became
turned to England. He was knighted, entered Parliament,

Vane, Sir Henry
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treasurer of the navy, and was prominent in the inipeacluiient of Strafford, as commissioner to Scotland, and member of the Westminster
Assembly. In the Commonwealth he sat in tlie Council of State, was a

Republican leader, and frequentl)' opposed to Cromwell.

He

presided

over the State Council in 1659, and at the Restoration was excepted
from the general pardon. Although not one of the Regicides, yet as a
strong Republican he was executed by Charles II. on general charges of
He is supposed to have invented the " previous question "
treason.

and the constitutional convention.

Varick, Richard

(i

753-1831,

was secretary

the Northern Department from 1776 to 1780.
cording secretary from 1781 to 1783, and was

to General Schuyler in

He was
Mayor

Washington's reNew York from

of

1791 to 1801.

commanded a regiment at White
Red Bank, and served under Lafayette in
He represented Rhode Island in the Continental Con-

Varnutn, James M.

(i 748-1789),

Plains, led the troops at

Rhode

Island.

gress from 1780 to 1782

and from 1786

to 1787.

Joseph. B. (1750-1821), was a member of the Massachufrom 1780 to 1787, of the Massachusetts Convention of
He represented
1788, and of the Governor's Council from 1787 to 1795.
Massachusetts in the U. S. Congress as a Democrat from 1795 to 181 1,
acting as Speaker from 1807 to 181 1. He wasaU. S. Senator from iSii

Varnum,

setts Legislature

to 1817.
(i 792-1868), came to America from England in
In 1861 he founded Vassar College at Poughkeepsie, N. Y., with

Vassar, Matthew
1796.

an endowment of $778,000.

Vassar College,

Poughkeepsie, N. Y., an institution for the higher
first chartered in 1861, but opened four years

education of women, was
later.

It

was named

after

Matthew Vassar,

its

founder.

Vaudreuil, I^ouis P. de R. (1721-1S02), entered the French navy
and became chef d'escadre in 1777. He participated in the capHe assisted at the siege of
ture of Grenada under Count d'Estaing.
Savannah in 1779, assuming command of the fleet during the assault,
in 1740

lie commanded a division under Count de Grasse in the Chesapeake
engagement with Admiral Graves and in the siege of Yorktown.

Vaudreuil, Philippe de R., Marquis de (1640-1725), came to
Canada from France in 1687 as commander of the forces. He defended
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He became Governor

of Montreal in 1702

Vaudreuil, Pierre F. de R. (169S-1765), Marquis de VaudreuilCavagnal, born in Canada, was made Governor of Three Rivers in 1733
and of Louisiana in 1742. He was appointed Governor of Canada in
1755.

He was

estranged from Montcalm, the

dian troops, but did

all in his

power

commander

of the Cana-

to avert the capture of Quebec.

He

capitulated for the surrender of Quebec in terms distasteful to the

an investigation exonerated him.

authorities, but

Vaudreuil, Pierre F. de R.
chusetts and gained a victory on
prisoners.

Oswego and

He

captured Fort MassaSacrament and took many

(i 704-1 772),

Lake

St.

organized the Canadian anny that besieged the forts at

Ontario.

Vaughan, Benjamin
tions for peace between

(1751-1S35), was prominent in the negotiaEngland and the United States in 17S3. He

was not officially connected with the transaction, but as a friend of Frankand Lord Shelbiirne. He was a member of Parliament from 1792 to
He came to America in 1796. He accumulated a large library
1796.
and wrote many political articles.
lin

Vaughan, Sir John (1738-1795), British soldier, came to America
from England in 1775. He led the grenadiers at Long Island, and commanded a colunni at Forts Clinton and Montgomery. In 1779 he captured Stony Point.
Venezuela.

The United

States concluded a treaty of peace, friend-

and commerce with Venezuela in 1S36. By the Convention of 1859 Venezuela agreed to pay claims of 1130,000. A commercial and extradition treaty was concluded in i860.
ship, navigation

Veneajuelan Award. A contention arose between the Republic of
Venezuela and Great Britain as to the boundary line between the former
countrj' and British Guiana, the dispute having its origin in the discovery of rich gold deposits in the territory long recognized as l)elonging to Venezuela, but which Great Britain now laid claim to. Stern
measures would have been adopted by Great Britain to enforce her
contention had not President Cleveland intervened and in no uncertain
words urged that the dispute be submitted to arbitration. The award
of the Boundary Commission, which sat at Paris from June 15 to October 3, 1899, was not entirely satisfactory to Great Britain, though that
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country obtained a part of the additional territory which it sought.
The arbitrators were Chief Justice Fuller, Associate Justice Brewer,
Lord Chief Justice Russell, Sir Richard Heun Collins, and Professor
Martons. While Great Britain extended her territory to the Corentin
River, the award was considered on the whole a victory for Venezuela,
as the greater part of the territory claimed was retained by that country.

"Vera Cruz, Mexico, deemed the gateway to the heart of Mexico
during the Mexican War, was besieged by General Scott with 12,000 men,
March 23-29, 1S47. General Morales commanded the town with 4,390
men. Scott found no difficulty in landing his soldiers from the island
The town was
of Ivobos, his rendezvous, and in placing his batteries.
poorly fortified and Scott's bombardment effected great ruin. On March
25 Morales held a council of war. He was advised to surrender, but refused to do so, and resigned his command to General Jos^ Juan Lan-

The Mexican officers were
dero. This general surrendered March 29.
allowed to retain their arms and effects and the soldiers were permitted
Scott then took possession.
to retire to their homes,

Vergennes, Charles G., Count de

(1717-17S7),

became Minister

He gave efficient support to the
Revolution. He counseled Louis XVI.

of Foreign Affairs in France in 1774.

American colonies during the
them money, to recognize their independence, and to sign the
treaty of 1778, by which France aided them with forces, money and
He was a negotiator of the treaty of Versailles in 1783. The
supplies.
American negotiators suspected him of intending to sacrifice their into loan

terests, and,

disregarding their instructions,

made

a separate peace

apart from France.

word means Green Mountains) was known during its
New Hampshire grants. The district was claimed
by both New York and New Hampshire, but refused to acknowledge
the authority of either. New York obtained a decision of the king in
her favor (1764), and endeavored to compel the settlers to pay for their
land again. The people of Vermont resisted, organized militia, and remained independent. In 1777 Vermont declared her independence, and
adopted as her constitution that of Pennsylvania, with some changes,
In 1789 New York agreed
one of which was the abolition of slavery.
to recognize the separation of Vermont, and on March 4, 1 791, the State
was admitted into the Union. Until 1800 the State supported the Federalist party.
After that date the State was Democratic until 1820.
Vermont was represented in the Hartford Convention ( 1814) by one

Vermont

(the

early history as the
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Since 1820 the State has been uniformly Anti-Democratic
(Whig, then Republican). In 1832 the electors were Anti-Masonic.
In 1882 the manufacture or sale of intoxicating liquors was prohibited.
The population of Vermont in 1791 was 85,339 in 1890, 332,422.
delegate.

;

Vermont, University
opened

in

partment.

1800.

The

was chartered in 1791, but
the State State added an agricultural demedical department was organized in 1809.
In

of, Burlington,

1S65

Vermont Gazette."

There were two gazettes established in
Green J\fou7itain
Post Boy, was the first paper of the State, and was begun at Westminster by Spooner and Green, Februarj' 12, 1781, and was suspended
two years later. In 1783, June 5, Haswell and Russell founded at Ben**

Vermont.

The

first,

called the Veniiont Gazette, or

nington the Ven}i07it Gazette, ox Freevien'' s Depository.
changes of title, it survived till 1880.

Verona, Congress of

(1822),

With

several

a meeting of envoys of the great

European powers

to consult respecting the disturbances in Spain.
Their project of interference for the sake of restoring Spanish power in

the revolted colonies of South America was what led to the enunciation
of the Monroe Doctrine in 1823.

Verplanck, Gulian C. (1786-1S70), was a member of the New
York Legislature from 1S20 to 1822. He represented New York' in the
U. S. Congress as a Democrat from 1825 to 1833, and was a vState Senator
from 183S to 1841. He wrote " The Bucktail Bards, " a series of political
pamphlets; " Discourses on American History, Arts and Literature,"
" The American Scholar," and was joint editor of the Talisman.

Verrasjano,

Giovanni de

(1470-1527),

Florentine navigator,

is

said to have visited the north coast of

North America in 1508. He engaged in plundering Spanish and Portuguese commerce, and became
famous as a corsair. In 1522 he captured a treasure-ship sent from
Mexico by Cortes. In 1524 he explored the coast of North America
from 30* to 50°, and took possession for the king.
Versailles, Treaty of, a treaty of peace concluded at Versailles
between commissions representing the United States and Great Britain.
It was arranged in 1782, and was formally ratified September 3, 1783.
Jay, Adams, Franklin and Laurens formed the American Commission.
By this treaty the absolute independence of the United States was
recognized. Florida was returned to Spain the Americans relinquished
their pretensions to the territory north of Lake Erie the St. Lawrence
;

;
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River system, from the western end of Lake Superior to the forty-fiftfi
was iiiade the boundary from the forty-fifth parallel to the
sea, the boundary followed the highlands after an uncertain fashion,
and v,as long a matter of bitter dispute British right of navigation of
the Mississippi was yielded, England according in return the American

parallel,

;

;

and Newfoundland coasts Loyalists
and Tories were to be protected in America English troops were to be
withdrawn without destroying any property, or taking away any negro
slaves belonging to Americans. This treaty was in reality signed in
Paris, but is generally known by the above name, which properly
belongs only to the treaty between England and France.
right of fishing on the Canadian

;

;

who purchased his
maintained the right of
slaves to strike for liberty, and organized a plot for a general insurrecSeveral thousand slaves were in the plot.
tion around Charleston.
The attempt was made in 1822, but was promptly suppressed, and U. S.
troops guarded against a new attempt. The leaders were hanged.
Vesey, Dentnark (i767?-i822),

freedom in iSoo and lived

Vest, George G., born in
from 1863 to 1865.
as a Democrat from Missouri
ate Senate

a negro slave

in Charleston.

1830,

was a member

He was
in

He

1879.

elected

of the Confeder-

to the U. S. Senate

His present term expires in

1904.

Vestries. In England every parish had its vestry. In America,
wherever there were parishes of the Church of England, there were
Wherever that church was the established church, the vestries
vestries.
had powers of civil government in local matters, as well as powers in
ecclesiastical matters.

In Virginia, for instance, the vestry, the

mem-

bers of which were self-elected, were the chief authority in local government in less matters than those of the county.

Vetch, Samuel (1668-1732), was adjutant-general of the Port Royal
expedition in 17 10, and after its capture was made Governor of Nova
He held office till 17 13.
Scotia.
Veto. Except in Connecticut and Rhode Island, colonial Governors
had the power of vetoing acts of the colonial Legislatures, and the
crown had also a right of vetoing subsequently. None of the original
State constitutions gave the executive of the State a veto till that of
Massachusetts in 1780. In the Convention of 1787 various other plans
for the veto

were considered, such as a suspensory veto and one

the Supreme Court should be associated with the President.

in

which

The plan
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adopted resembled that of ]\Iassachusetts, Congress being given
by a two-thirds vote of both houses. Since
then all but four of the States have given their Governors the veto
power. A Federal negative on State.laws was also discussed, but wisely
abandoned. The general feeling is that the veto power has been useful
to good government.
It was for a long time used but sparingl}-.
Washington vetoed two bills, Adams and Jefferson (and also J. Q.
Adams, Van Buren, Taylor and Fillmore) none, Madison six, Monroe
one, Jackson twelve, Tyler nine, Polk three, Pierce nine, Buchanan
seven, Lincoln three, Johnson twenty-one. Grant forty-three, Hayes
twelve, Arthur four, Cleveland (first administration) 301, mostly private
pension bills. Of acts passed over the veto, the nimibers are Tjder
one. Pierce five, Johnson fifteen, Grant four, Hayes one, Arthur one,
Cleveland two. The vetoes most important historically were those by
which Madison, Monroe and Jackson checked the "internal improvement" policy, Tyler's bank and tariff vetoes, and those of Johnson
upon the Freedmen's Bureau Acts, the Civil Rights Act, the Tenure of
Office Act, and the Reconstruction Acts, all of which, save the first
Freedmen's Bureau Bill, were passed over his veto.
finally

power

to override the veto

:

Veto, Pocket. The constitution provides that, if the President
does not either sign or veto a bill within ten days, it shall become law
without his signature, "unless the Congress by their adjournment
prevent its return, in which case it shall not be a law." This gives the
President opportunity to prevent a bill from becoming law, if it is passed
in the last da3S of a session, by simply taking no action upon it.
This
is called the " pocket veto."
It was first used bj' President Madison in
1812 in the case of a naturalization act.
But the first conspicuous instances were those by General Jackson, seven of whose twelve vetoes
were of

this sort.

Vice-Admiral, a grade

created by Act of Congress in 1864.

at the time of creation the highest naval office, but

It was
was outranked by

By the Act of January 24,
Congress provided that when the offices of admiral and viceadmiral became vacant the grades should cease to exist, that of rearadmiral to be then deemed the highest. On the death of Vice-Admiral
Rowan in 1890 the grade became extinct. During the colonial period
it was usual for the royal governor of a colony to be also appointed
vice-admiral, which made him head of the colonial admiralty courts.
The rank is now obsolete.
that of admiral, created two years later.
1873,

Vice-President.

The

ofiice of

Vice-President was provided by the
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Constitution of 17S7, which provided that in case of the removal, death,
resignation or disability of the President, his office should devolve on
the Vice-President, whose only function meantime was to preside over
the Senate. At iirst the electors did not vote for President and Vice-

President separately, but he who received the second largest number of
votes was made Vice-President. The modern practice was brought in
by the Twelfth Amendment in 1804. The Vice-President has succeeded
the President on four occasions, in each case by reason of the Presi-

Tyler succeeded Harrison in 1841 Fillmore, Taylor, in
Johnson, Lincoln, in 1865 Arthur, Garfield, in 1881, The attempt was made in 1841 to give Tyler only the title and rights of
" Acting President," but he claimed the full office of President. A list
dent's death

1S50

;

:

;

;

of the Vice-Presidents follows

:

Qualified.

Political party.

Name.

John Adams
John Adams

Massachusetts
Massachusetts

Thomas

Virginia

Jefferson

Aaron Burr
George Ciiuton
George Clinton

New York
New York
New York

Elbridge Gerry
Daniel D. Tompkins
Daniel D. Tompkins.
John C. Calhoun

Massachusetts

.

John C. Calhoun
Martin Van Buren
Richard M Johnson.
John Tyler
George M. Dallas

. .

.

.

.

New York

.

.

. .

Kentucky
Virginia

Pennsylvania.

Millard Fillmore
Wihiam R. King
John C. Breckinridge.

.

.

.

Democratic
Democratic,
Republican.

Schuyler Colfax. ...... Indiana
Massachusetts..
Henry Wilson
New York
William A. Wheeler.
New York
Chester A. Arthur
Thomas A. Hendricks. Indiana
New York
Levi P. Morton
Illinois
Adlai E. Stevenson
New Jersey
Garret A. Hobart
.

1821

.

Whig

Maine
Tennessee

Hannibal Hamlin
Andrew Johnson

.

.

Alabama
Kentucky

Republican..

RepubUcan.,
Republican.
Republican.,
Republican.
Democratic.
Republican.
Democratic.
Republican.

1797
1801
1805

1809
1813
1817

.

New York

1789
1793

.

.

..

South Carolina.
South Carolina.
.

Dem.-Republican ..| March
March
Dem.-Republican
March
Dem.-Republican
March
Dem.-Republican
March
Dem.-Republican
March
Dem.-Republican
March
Dem.-Republican
March
Dem.-Republican
March
Dem.-Republican
March
Democratic
March
Democratic
Elected by Whigs. March
March
Democratic
.

New York
New York

.

.

June
Dec.

Federalist
Federalist

March
March
March
March
March
March
March
March
March
March
March
March
March

1825
1829
1833
1837
1841
1845
1849
1853
1857
1861

1865
1869
1873
1877
1881
1885
1889
1S93
1897
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Of these Clinton, Gerry, King, Wilson and Hendricks died in office-;
Clinton in 1812, Gerry in 1814, King in 1853, Wilson in 1875, Hendricks
Calhoun resigned in 1832,
in 1885.

Vicksburg, Miss., scene of an important battle and siege during
The battle occurred December 28 and 29, 1862, while
Grant and Sherman were forcing their way down the Mississippi with
the Army of the West. The Confederate leader Johnston lay posted
the Civil War.

along the Yazoo River, holding the hills between Vicksburg and Haines'
Sherman caused a feint to be made upon the right of the enemy,
Bluff.
while his main force attacked the center, crossing the intervening bayou
The fight was begun with a heavy play of artillery
for that purpose.
from both armies, and Sherman's troops were made to face a scathing
fire of musketry during their attempt to reach the hills upon which the
Confederates were posted. The Federal soldiers were obliged to scoop
holes in the sand banks for steps. Every assault was repelled, and
Sherman lost heavily. A heavy rain the next day made another attack

Grant and Sherman had so far been successalong the Mississippi that, after having defeated
the Confederates at Champion Hills and Big Black River, they had
compelled Pemberton, the Confederate leader, to retreat into Vicksburg. By IMay 19 Grant had begun a siege of that town with an army
Pemberton commanded over 25,000 Confederates.
of 30,000 men.
Grant's army was reinforced during the siege until it numbered 70,000.
Johnston had telegraphed Pemberton to surrender the town and escape
with his army if possible, but it was then too late. Porter held the
Federal base of supplies along the Yazoo River. Before the city Grant
impossible.

By May,

1863,

ful in their operations

occupied the center, with Sherman on his right and McClernand on his
On the Confederate side, Stevenson occupied five miles from the
left.
Warrenton Road to the railroad, with Bowen in reserve. The fortifications were bastioned earthworks, and there were provisions for two
months. After some skirmishing. Grant ordered a grand assault May
But this proved a signal failure and cost him 2,500 men so he
22.
There was minsettled down to take the city by regular approaches.
;

ing and counter-mining and a constant bombardment from Grant's
and the Federal gunboats and bomb-rafts, of which there were
a number, both above and below the city. Pemberton held out bravely,

batteries

he had a great deal to contend with, both from lack of supplies and
from discontent among his men. Finally, July 3, after forty-.seven days
of siege, perceiving that Grant contemplated a final assault, Pemberton
asked for an armistice, and on July 4 he surrendered. The garrison was
paroled and allowed to go free.

for

ENCYCLOPEDIC DICTIONARY.

334

Vilas, William P., born in 1840, commanded a regiment at Vicksburgin 1863. He was Postmaster-General in Cleveland's Cabinet from
U. S.
1885 to 18S7 and Secretary of the Interior from 1S87 to 1888.
Senator from Wisconsin, 1891-97.

The British, when
Villere'S Plantation (near New Orleans).
moving upon New Orleans, encamped here. December 23, 1814, GenAfter severe fighteral Jackson made a night attack by land and river.
ing the Americans Avithdrew. Their loss in all was 213 men the
:

British lost about 400.

Vincennes, Jean B. B.

(16S8-1736),

Canadian explorer, attained

great influence over the ISIiami Indians, among whom he resided for
some time. He rendered valuable services against the Foxes near
Detroit in 1712. In 1725 he built a fort and trading post on the present
site of

Vincennes, Ind.

He joined the expedition of D'Artaguette
whom they were finally defeated and burned

against the Chickasaws, by
at the stake.

Vincennes, Ind., oldest town in the State, was settled by
It came into the possession of England on the
in 1702.

French

the
sur-

render of Canada in 1763, but was taken from them by the American
army under General George Rogers Clark in 1779. It became the
capital of Indiana in 1800 and remained the seat of the Government
imtil 1814.

Vinton, Samuel F. (1792-1862), represented Ohio in the U.
Whig from 1823 to 1827 and from 1843 to 1851.

S.

Congress as a

Viomenil, Antoine C. du H., Baron de (172S-1792), was appointed second in command of the French force under Count Rochambeau to aid the American colonists. He distinguished himself at Yorktown, where he led the assault on the redoubt.
Virginia, the " Old Dominion," was one of the original thirteen
Its shores were perhaps explored by Sebastian Cabot (149S)
and Verrazano (1524), and certainly by Sir Walter Raleigh, who
attempted to colonize the territory which he named Virginia in honor
In 1606 the London Company was chartered and
of Queen Elizabeth.
obtained a grant of the land between the thirty-fourth and forty-first
degrees of latitude. Three years later nev,- boundaries were given to
Starting from Old I'oint Comfort it was to extend two hunVirginia.
dred miles north and south, and " west and northwest " to the South
Sea or Pacific Ocean. The London Company were to have the profits
States.
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of the colony for twenty -one years, after which they were to pass to the
crown. The government of the colony was placed in the hands of the
two councils, one of which was resident in the colony. All settlers were

One hundred and fortyall rights as if living in England.
three colonists set sail for Virginia and in 1607 founded Jamestown, the
For the first years the
first permanent English settlement in America,
colonists were too largely " gentlemen," who were totally unfit to en-

guaranteed

dure the hardships of pioneer life, and the colony was saved only by the
In accordance with royal instructions the
exertions of John Smith.
Samuel
colonists were burdened by the communal system until 161 2.
Argall as Governor in 1617 exercised all the tyranny of martial law unUnder his successor, Yeardle}-, the first
til recalled the following year.
representative assembly in the history of America convened (1619) at
Jamestown. This encouraged immigration, and in the same year some
women appeared in Virginia. Slavery was introduced (1619) by the
Factions
sale of twenty African slaves from a Dutch man-of-war.
having appeared in the London Company, a writ of quo zvarranto was
issued against the charter, and in 1624 Virginia became a royal colony.
Virginia remained loyal to Charles I. during his struggle with Parliament, and became the home of many royalist fugitives who were the
ancestors of many of the most famous men in the history of the State.

repaid the loyalt}- of the people by granting the entire terLord Arlington and Culpepper, and by the enforcement of the
Navigation Act, which compelled the colonists to sell all their products
The discontent was increased by the tyranny of
in English markets.
Governor Berkeley and an uprising of the Indians, and Bacon's RebelUpon the death of Bacon his followers were delion followed in 1676.
feated and many hanged. From this time until the Revolution the
colony increased in population, wealth and influence, and was recognized
Her militia, unas the leading power in the struggle against England.
der Washington, did good service in Braddock's campaign in the French
and Indian War. The assembly was dissolved in 1774 by Governor
Dunmore, when a protest was being drawn up against the Boston Port
In May,
Bill, but the members immediately reassembled in convention.

Charles

II.

ritory to

1776,

another convention adopted the

first

constitution of the State.

delegates in Congress from Virginia proposed the declaration of
the independence of the colonies. Virginia took a prominent part in
the struggles of the Revolution, which closed on her soil by the capture

The

Yorktown and Cornwallis, October 19, 1781. Much opposition was
to the Federal Constitution, which threatened to prevent its
adoption, but it was finally ratified by a State convention on January 25,
The boundaries have caused nmch dispute because of the exten1788.

of

made
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Her western territory was surrendered
Virginia.
Government because of the reluctance of Maryland to
Kentucky
ratify the Articles of Confederation until that should be done.
became a separate State in 1792. Virginia has been jealous of all encroachments by the national Government and has uniformly supported
sive claims

made by

to the general

the Democratic party. Until 1825, the influence of Virginia in national
In 1798 a protest was made to the centralpolitics was pre-eminent.
izing policy of Hamilton and the Federalist party by the famous KenFrom 1806 to 1808, the " Quids," untuck}^ and Virginia Resolutions.

der John Randolph, strenuously opposed the nomination of Madison to
the Presidency. The more rapid growth of the western part of the
State caused injustice from the old apportionment of representation.
A convention assembled in 1820, and a readjustment was accomplished
In 1831 a negro insurrection broke out unin the constitution of 1830.
der Nat Turner, which taught the danger of all agitation of the slavery
question.
(John Brown and other abolitionists attempted to free the
Virginia did her utmost to avoid war
slaves at Harper's Ferry, 1859.)
The
in i860 and 1861, and called a peace convention of all the States.
people of Virginia knew that in case of war their State would be the

An ordinance of secession was passed by a State convention April 17, 1S61, and ratified by a popular vote May 23, 1861.
During the war Richmond was the capital of the Confederacy, and Virginia the scene of many of the greatest battles. The State was readmitted January 26, 1870. The State was Democratic until the union
battle-ground.

of the Republicans

and Readjusters imder

INIahone,

who was

elected

U. S. Senator in 1879. There have been long-continued agitations respecting the payment of the State debt of ^30, 000, 000, contracted before
the war. In 1891 a settlement was made, the debt being scaled down
to 119,000,000, to bear two and subsequently three per cent, interest.
of the State in 1790 was 747,610; in 1890, 1,655,980.
History by Cooke and by Howison.

The population

Virginia, University

of,

Charlottesville, Va.,

was chartered

in

1819 and opened in 1824. Its organization, plan of government and
system of instruction are due to Thomas Jefferson, who planned it after
the model of European universities, and by the original ideas upon
it made it for a time the most influential school in
America. It early developed the elective system. The department of
medicine was founded in 1827, that of law in 1851. The university has
prospered since the Civil War.

which he founded

Virginia Company.

On

April

10,

1606,

James

I.

set apart

by
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charter the territory between Cape Fear and Passamaquoddy Bay to be
settled by two rival companies, the Virginia Company of London, and

the North Virginia or Plymouth Company. To the London, or Virginia
Company proper, was granted the land between parallels 34" and 41°

and Long Island. This company was
London merchants and adventurers. In 1606 an expedi-

north, or between Cape Fear

composed

of

tion consisting of three vessels

and 143 men., commanded by Chris-

topher Newport, was fitted out, and succeeded in founding. May 13,
1607, ihe first permanent English settlement in America at Jamestown,
Va. In 1609 a new charter was granted and the company reincorporated under the name of the London Company of Virginia still another
;

Other colonizing parties arrived in 1609, 1611 and 1619, and
by 1620 the colony of Virginia was firmly established. The majority
in the company was of the political party in England opposed to the
court.
It fell inter difficulties with the king, who in 1624 caused its
charter to be annulled. The company then dissolved.
in 1612.

Virginia Coupon Cases.

There were eight of these

related to the legislation of the State of Virginia in
the receipt of coupons of the vState's funded debt, in

cases.

All

1871, authorizing

payment

of taxes

These cases came before the Supreme Court
of the United States in 1884. The act of the Virginia General Assembly
of 1882 required payment of tax dues in "gold, silver, United States
treasury notes, national bank currency, and nothing else." Hence the
tax collectors refused to receive coupons in payment of taxes as authorThe Supreme Court of the United States
ized by the Act of 1871.
decided the Act of 1SS2 void as impairing the obligation of the contract
of the Act of 1871, and judgment was found for the plaintiffs, the tax-

and debts due the

State.

payers.

" Virginia Gazette."

There were four "gazettes" published in
William Parks
all at \Villiamsburg.
established the first, August, 1 736. it being the first newspaper pubPublication suspended 1750. William Hunter
lished in the province.
founded the second, February, 1751. Publication was suspended after
the Revolution. The third 'was begun by William Rind, May, 1766.
Publication was suspended 1774. Davis and Clarkson published the
fourth " gazette," beginning April, 1775. and continuing several years.
Virginia in the last century and

There was also a Virginia Gazette published in Richmond
short period about 1804 by A. Davis, a semi-weekly.

Virginia Historical Society, organized
1834 under the
22

title of

"The

in 1831

for a very

and chartered in

Virginia Historical and Philosophical So-
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" but its researches have been mainly devoted to history. John
Marshall was one of the early presidents. The society has recently
published a series of volumes of historical material.
ciety

;

Virginia Judges,

An

case of the Superior Court Judges of Virginia.

act of the Virginia L,egislature of 1779 constituted a Court of

peals to consist of the Judges of the

High

Ap-

Covirt of Chancery, General

Court and Court of Admiralty. Afterward from time to time various
were passed by the Legislature affecting the privileges of the Court
In 1788 this court declared that the Legislature could not
of Appeals.
control the prerogatives of the court under the provisions of the State
that the judges of this court could not be required to act
constitution
as district judges that the Legislature could not reduce the salaries of
the judges, their duties remaining the same, and that the existing
judges could not be removed during good behavior. This is one of the
earliest instances of a court's pronouncing upon the constitutionality
acts

;

;

of

an act of the Legislature.

resolutions passed by the Virginia Legislaantagonism to the loose construction view of the FedThe passage of the Alien and Sedition laws was the direct
eralists.
cause of their adoption. They were framed by James Madison and
sent to the legislatures of the other States, by which they were not approved. They declared the Union to be a compact, each party to
which had a right to " interpose "in order to protect and defend itself
against infringements of the compact. They regretted the introduction
of a broad construction of the constitution, as tending toward a monarchy. They protested against the Alien and Sedition laws as unconWith the Kentucky Resolutions of 1798 and 1799, these
stitutional.
were the foundations of the later doctrines of nullification and secession.

Virginia Resolutions,

ture in

1

79S, in

" Virginius " Massacre.

The " Virginius " was a wooden vessel,
which for a time was engaged as a blockade runner carrying supplies to Cuban insurgents, but in 1873 she was engaged in legitimate coasting trade. Her registry was American, and with a crew of
thirty men she was commanded by Captain Joseph Fry, of Louisiana.
Requiring repairs, she put into Kingston, Jamaica, from which port she
of 1,500 tons,

departed for

New

York, October

had been under suspicion, and
sued by the Spanish man-of-war

with 130 passengers. The vessel
Kingston she was purTorpedo, and after a smart run was

27tli,

after leaving
'

'

'

'

overhauled and taken to Santiago. Here the captain and crew were
brought summarily before a court-martial on a charge of piracy, and
on November 4th all were condemned to death. Despite the protests
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of both the American and English Consuls, sentence was executed November 6th, on thirty-four, all but one of whom were American citizens,
and on the following day twelve more were shot. Further executions
were prevented by arrival of the British ship " Niobe," the commander
of which threatened to bombard the city of Santiago in case another of
the unfortunates was shot before the matter could be referred to the
home authorities. A long diplomatic correspondence ensued, in which
Spain disowned the acts of the officers of Santiago, paid an indemnity
of |8o,ooo for detention of the vessel, and also surrendered the " Virginius," which sunk during a storm oflF Cape Hatteras on her voyage
to New York.
Great excitement was aroused in the United States by
the massacre and war was narrowly averted.

Volney, Constantin F. C. B., Count de (1757-1820), traveled in
the United States from 1795 to 1799. ^^^ conducted a controversy
regarding John Adams' work on the U. S. Constitution. He wrote
" La loi naturelle " and " Tableau du climat et du sol des Etats Unis
d'Am^rique.

Volunteers. On April 15, 1861, after the news of the firing upon
Fort Sumter reached Washington, President Lincoln promptly called
The Northern States eagerly responded. April
for 75,000 volunteers.
19, a Massachusetts regiment, eii route to Washington, was attacked by
a Baltimore mob. Jefferson Davis also called for volunteers, and the
Southern States obeyed his call with alacrity. Later in 1861 Congress
provided for the calling out of 500,000 volunteers, and throughout the
war they continued a chief variety of fighting material.

Voorhees, Daniel W., born

in 1827, was U. S. District Attorney
from 1858 to 186 1. He represented Indiana in the U. S.
Congress as a Democrat from 1861 to 1866 and from 1869 to 1873. In
1877 he became a U. S. Senator, and has served on the Finance Committee until the present time (1893). He has been prominent as aq
advocate of free silver coinage, but in 1893 led the opposition thereto.
Died April 10, 1897.

for Indiana
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Waddell, James I. (1824-1886), entered the U. S. navy in 1841.
He served during the Mexican War. He Avas made a lieutenant of the
" Louisiana " in the Confederate service in 1862. In 1863 he took
of the " Shenandoah," with which he preyed upon the U. S.
merchant marine, and made thirty-eight captures. He did not learn of
the fall of the Confederacy until three months after its occurrence.

command

Wade, Benjatnin Franklin (1800-1878), an American statesman,
was a lawyer and Whig politician in Ohio he had been in the State
Senate and served as State Judge before his entrance into the U. S.
Senate. His term in that body covers the long period of 1851-1869.
He rapidly became known as one of the most outspoken anti-slavery
and later Republican leaders. He strongly opposed the Kansas-Nebraska measure, and during the Rebellion he was chairman of the
Joint Congressional Committee on the Conduct of the War. Senator
Wade opposed President Lincoln to some degree on the Reconstruction
problem, and was naturally in the opposition to President Johnson.
He was chairman of the Committee on Territories, and was chosen
President pro tent, of the Senate in 1867. President Grant appointed
him to the San Domingo commission in 1871. Wade was a leading candidate for the Vice-Presidency in 1868, and chairman of the Ohio delegation in the convention that nominated Hayes.
;

Wadsworth, James S. (1807-1864). was a prominent supporter of
New York. In 1861 he was a delegate to the

the Free-Soil party in

Peace Convention in Washington, and was volunteer aide to General

He was in command of a brigade beat Bull Run in 1861.
Washington, and was military governor of the District of Columbia
Afterward commanded a division at Fredericksburg and at
in 1862.
Gettysburg, where he lost over half his men. He was killed while
McDowell

fore

leading his division at the Wilderness.

Wadsworth, Peleg

(1748-1829), fought at

Long

Island in 1776,

and was second in command of the Penobscot expedition in
represented Maine in the U. S. Congress from 1793 to 1807.

Wagner,

Fort, S.

C,

in possession of a strong

body

1779.

He

of Confeder-
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under Beauregard in 1863 and assaulted without success by GenStrong with 11,500 Federals of Gilmore's command. Strong was
assisted by Dahlgren with the Federal frigate "Ironsides" and six
monitors. The Federals desired to hold Fort Wagner in order to render
the destruction of Fort Siunter easier. The Federal troops were secretly
landed upon the south end of INIorris Island and the Confederate works
ates
eral

July 17, a brief assault was made,
which was quickly repulsed by the Confederates. July 18, the assault
was resumed. Strong was mortally wounded and 1,200 men were lost.
Putnam, and Shaw, who led a colored regiment, were also killed. The
assaults were continued upon Sumter, however, though that upon
Wagner ceased. Sumter was practically destroyed by July 23, though
Beauregard's force nearly twice outnumbered Gilmore's.
in that vicinity easily captured.

Wainwright, Richard, born in Washington, Dec. 17, 1849, .son of
Commander Wainwright of Farragut's flag-ship " Hartford," at Mobile.
Graduated at the Naval Academy 1868, and promoted respectively
ensign 1869, master 1S70, lieutenant-commander 1874. Was executive
the " Maine " when that vessel was blown up at Havana, Feb.,
Commander of the Gloucester in the engagement with Cervera's
1898.
Spanish fleet before Santiago, July 3, 1898, and at close of the war

officer of

was made commander of ship at U. S. Naval Academy. On February
10, 1900, he succeeded Rear-Admiral McNair as superintendent of the
Academy.

Waite, Morrison R. (1816-1888), Chief Justice, was admitted to
the bar in 1839 and soon was acknowledged as a leader. He was a
member of the Ohio Legislature in 1849. He won distinction as
Alabama claims before the tribunal of arbitration at Geneva, Switzerland, from 1871 to 1872. Was
elected President of the Ohio Constitutional Convention in 1874, and
a counsel for the United States in the

became Chief

Justice of the U. S.

Supreme Court

in 1874

and served

until his death.

Wake Island. A small isolated island on the direc troute between
Hawaii and Hong Kong, 2,000 miles distant from the latter place.
Commander Taussig, of the " Bennington," raised the U. S. flag on the
island in February, 1899, so that it became one of our new possessions.
It may prove valuable as a coaling station, but is too small and mountainous for other purpo.ses.

"VValdo Patetjt,

In 1630, Beaucliamp

a,iid

others of Massachusetts
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obtained from the Council for New England a grant of thirty square
miles on the Penobscot Ba}' and River. This was afterward called the
"Waldo Patent," and is still in part held by the heirs or assigns of
the grantees.

Waldseemuller, Martin (1470?— after 1522), German geographer,
An Introduction to Cosmography, with the Four Voyages
of Americus Vespucius." He advocated the name " America" for the
published "

New

World, and seems to have been the author of

its

success.

Walke, Henry, born in 1808, commanded the gunboats at Belmont
and the " Caroudelet " at Forts Fisher, Donelson and Pillow in 1862.
He commanded the " Lafayette " at Grand Gulf in 1S63.
Walker, Amasa (1799-1875), was a member of the Massachusetts
Senate in 1849. Was Secretary of the State from 1851 to 1853, and
represented Massachusetts in the U. S. Congress as a Republican from
He was prominent in advocating new and reformatory
1862 to 1863.
measures, and was an authority on questions of finance. He published
" Nature and Uses of Money and Mixed Currency " and " Science of
Wealth, a Manual of Political Economy."

"Walker, Francis A., born in 1840, was adjutant-general of the
Second Army Corps during the Civil War, and commissioner of Indian
He was professor of history and political
affairs from 1871 to 1872.
economy at the Yale Scientific School from 1873 to 1881, when he
became president of the Massachusetts Institute of Technology. He
compiled the ninth and tenth censuses, and published " Money, Trade
and Industry," several works on political economy and a history of the
Second Army Corps. Died 1897.

Walker, Robert James (1801-1869), an American Cabinet officer,
was educated in the University of Pennsylvania, studied law, and
removed to Mississippi. Was Democratic U. S. Senator from that State
from 1836 to 1845. He favored the annexation of Texas, and the same
the nomination for Vice-President. In 1845 President
Polk called him to the Treasury Department, which he conducted until
He is identified with the "Walker revenue tariff" of 1846, and
1849.
favored the warehouse system and the creation of the Interior Department. He was Governor of Kansas in 1S57-1858, and during the war
was U. S. financial agent in Europe.

3'ear refused

Walker, William

(1824- 1860),

organized an unsuccessful expe-
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dition in 1853 for the conquest of the State of Sonora, Mexico.

In 1855

he was induced to aid the " Liberal " party in the Nicaragua troubles,
and won a victory at La Virgen, and took possession of Granada. He
became Secretary of War and commander-in-chief. He gained undisputed control of Nicaragua and caused himself to be elected President
His government was recognized by the United States, but was
in 1856.
soon afterwards defeated in an insurrection, in 1857. He made two
subsequent attempts to overthrow governments in Central America, in
one of which he was captured and shot.

Walker vs. Jennison, a case, the decision in which in 1783 was the
death-blow to slavery in Massachusetts. A negro servant had been
beaten and imprisoned by a citizen who claimed him as a slave. The
public would not overlook the offense. The Supreme Court held in
Worcester County judged the defendant guilty of assault and fined him
forty .shillings. The court held that the State Constitution of 1780, in
declaring all

men free and equal, had abolished slavery in

Massachusetts.

"Wallace, I^ewis, born in 1827, a lawyer and politician in Indiana,
volunteered in the war, and commanded a division at the battle of Fort
Donelson. He was made major-general of volunteers. Previous to the
battle of Shiloh General Wallace's division was stationed at Crump's

Landing near the main army
first

;

his force could not reach the scene for the

day's fighting, but took part in the second day's work.

He com-

manded the
tack

;

defenses of Cincinnati in anticipation of Kirby Smith's atin July, 1864, in the battle of the Monocacy, Wallace, though de-

by Early, gained time to save the capital. He was Governor of
Utah 1S78-1881, and Minister to Turkey 1881-1885. Besides a life of
President Harrison, General Wallace has written three successful
novels " A Fair God," " Ben-Hur " and " The Prince of India."
feated

:

"Wallace, "William A., born in 1827, was a member of the Pennsylvania Senate from 1862 to 1867. He represented Pennsylvania in the
U. S. Senate as a Democrat from 1875 to 1881.

"Wallace, "William H. I/. (1821-1862), served during the Mexican
War. He commanded a brigade at Fort Donelson and at Shiloh, where
he was mortally wounded after a gallant stand against the enemy.

"Wallace Reports, law reports by John W. Wallace, in twenty-three
volumes, of cases in the U. S. Supreme Court, 1863-1875.
"Wallack,

James

"W. (1794-1864),

first

came

to the United States
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from England in iSiS. He was a favorite actor in refined comedy.
established Wallack's Theater in New York in 1861.

He

(1820-1888), was proprietor of Wallack's
York, from 1864 to 1888. He was a popular actor of reHe wrote "The Veteran" and " Rosedale " for the
fined comedy.

Wallack, John I^ester

New

Theater,
stage.

The Walpole Company was formed in 1766. In
petitioned for a grant of 2.500,000 acres between 38°
and 42' north latitude and east of the Scioto River. August 14, 1772,
the grant was finally made by the crown. The Walpole Company was
opposed by the Mis.sissippi Company, fonned .some years later by a

Walpole Grant.
company

1769 the

body of wealthy Virginia

planters.

Walthall, Bdward C, born in 1831, commanded a Confederate regiment at Fishing Creek, and a brigade at Missionary Ridge and Na.shHe was elected a U. vS. vSenator from Mi.ssissippi as a Democrat
ville.

He

in 1885.

remained in

office until his

death in 1898.

in the pre-Revolurepresented Georgia in the Continental Congress from 1776 to 1781, and signed the Declaration of Independence. He commanded a battalion at Savannah 1778. He was
Governor of Georgia in 1779 and 1789, and represented Georgia in the

Walton, George

tionary

movements

(1740-1804),

in Georgia.

was prominent

He

U. S. Senate from 1795 to 1796.
(1788-1867), represented New York in the
from 1821 to 1823. He was Chancellor
Democrat
a
as
Congress
U. S.
He was pronounced by Joseph Story
of New York from 1828 to 1848.
" the greatest equity jurist living."

Walworth, Reuben H.

a tribe of Massachusetts Indians who at first showed
In 1621 they entered into an
and continued in peacesettlers
Plymouth
the
with
amicable compact
Later, IMassasoit, the chief of the
able trade relations with them.

Wampanoags,

great friendliness toward the whites.

Roger Williams. They, howthem to Christianity. Their last
chief, Philip, resided at Mount Hope, and under him a disastrous war
was waged with the whites, which in 1676 resulted in the overthrow of
the tribe. Their power was broken and they were rapidly dispersed.

tribe,

was on terms

of friendship with

ever, resisted all attempts to convert

Wompan, an Indian word meaning " strings of white
Wampum was used as money, according to tradition, first by

Wampum,
beads."

or
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the Narragansett Indians and was afterward generally adopted by the
Indians along the eastern coast as a medium of exchange. It was also

money by the colonists of New England and the Middle States,
being deemed a legal-tender from 1627 to 1661. Wampum was manufactured from beads made from the stems of periwinkle shells, common
along the coast. These shells were both white and black, and the value
iised as

of the latter as a

medium

of

exchange was twice that of the former.

The beads were strung together and sewn upon belts, and were also worn
as necklaces and wristlets. The black beads were called
Suckanhock.
Wampum was also known under the Dutch name " Sewon," or " Zeewand." Payments were made by stripping off individual beads, or by
'

'

'

cutting off portions of the embroidered belts.

Wanamaker, John, bom
tem

of

co-operation

in 1838, of Philadelphia, established a sys-

among employes

in his store,

which

is

one of

the largest in the United States, and in 1896 purchased the A. T. Stewart store in New Yorlc City, which he still conducts.
He was Postmaster-

General in Harrison's Cabinet from 1889 to 1893.

War, Secretary

of, an office created by Act of Continental ConFebruary 7, 1781. This office was designed to supersede the
Board of War. Benjamin Lincoln was the first Secretary (1781-83)
Henry Knox the second (1785-89). Under Knox the department was
developed and well conducted until the establishment of the present
War Department in 1789.
gre.ss,

"War Democrats, members of the Democratic party who supported
the administration during the Civil War, in spite of previous party connections with the secessionists.

War

Department.

The Continental Congress

at

first

managed

In 1776 the Board of War and
Ordnance was created, and in 1777 a new Board of War, not composed
of members of Congress. In 1781 a Secretary of War was provided for.
August 7, 1789, the First Congress established the War Department.
Henry Knox, who had been " Secretary of War " since 1785, was conmilitary affairs through a committee.

tinued in the

War

new

office.

Tax. For the purpose of meeting the large government expenses in prosecuting the war against Spain, in June, 1898, an internal
tax was laid upon beer, and stamp duties were imposed upon checks,
drafts, bonds, deeds, mortgages, and other forms of obligations, by
which a very large revenue was produced. After the war was concluded
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these onerous taxes continued to be collected until on April

had reached more than

surplus therefrom

thereupon began to memorialize Congress
grew by discussion until it became an issue

170,000,000.
for relief,

i,

1900, the

The country

and the question

in the Presidential contest of

that year.

Ward, Artemus (1727-1800), became a major in 1755, and served
under General Abercrombie against the French and Indians, and was
made commander-in-chief of the Massachusetts forces in 1775. He was
in nominal command at the battle of Bunker Hill, but was not in the
He commanded the forces besieging Boston until the arrival of
field.
Washington, when he became second in command. He represented
Massachusetts in the U. S. Congress as a Federalist from 1791 to 1795.
Ward, Frederick T.

(1831-1862), attained high rank as a soldier
Emperor. At the time of the "Trent "

in the service of the Chinese
affair

between England and the United States he prepared to

seize Brit-

ish vessels in Chinese waters.

Ward, John Q.
his statues,

A., born in 1830, won distinction as a sculptor by
" The Indian Hunter," " The Pilgrim,"

"The Freedman,"

and " The Good Samaritan,"
Putnam and Garfield.

He

has executed statues of Washington,

Ward, Nancy (eighteenth century), prophetess of the Cherokee
Indians, sympathized with the white settlers and saved many from the
She gave warnings of every raid of the Cherokees upon the
stake.
whites.

(i578?-i652), was charged with non-conformity
England and came to Massachusetts in 1634. He compiled the
*'
Body of Liberties " for the Massachusetts colony which was adopted
by the general court in 1641. It was the first code of laws established
He wrote " The
in New England. He returned to England in 1646.
Simple Cobbler of Aggawam in America," a political satire.

Ward, Nathaniel

in

Ward, Samuel (1725-1776), was Governor of Rhode Island from
1762 to 1763 and from 1765 to 1767. He was a delegate to the Continental Congress from 1774 to 1775. He was a zealous patriot.
Ware, Henry

(1764-1845), was Hollis professor of divinity in HarHis acceptance caused the separation

vard College from 1805 to 1840.
of the Unitarians,

Congregationalists.

of

whom he became

a leader, from the Orthodox
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Ware, William {1797-1852), was pastor oHhe First Congregational
He wrote " American Unitain New York from 1821 to 1836.
"
rian Biography," "The Works and Genius of Washington Allston
Church

and "Life of Nathaniel Bacon," and also several
" Zenobia," " Aurelian,"

Ware vs.

Hylton,

a

historical novels,

etc.

case of importance.

Supreme Court

In 1796

brought suit against Hylton, of VirHylton refused payment on the plea
ginia, for the recovery of a debt.
that the act of the Virginia Legislature of 1777 enabled debtors of BritHylton claimed
ish subjects to pay such debts to the State loan office.

Ware, a

citizen of Great Britain,

have done this. The U. S. Circuit Court in Virginia decreed for the
defendant, but the Supreme Court of the United States reversed this decision on the ground that the Legislature had not the power to extinguish the debt, when payment of such debts had been stipulated in the

to

Treaty of 1783.

Waring, George K. (i833?-i898), expert sanitary engineer, head
of street-cleaning department in New York from 1895 to 1898, died in
1898 while planning the sanitation of Cuba.

Warner, Adoniram J., born

in 1834, served in the Civil War.

He

represented Ohio in the U. S. Congress as a Democrat from 1878 to
1880 and 1882 to 1886. He has published works upon economic questions.

Warner, Charles Dudley,

born in 1829, has been an editor of the

Hartford Press and Courant since i860, and of Harper's Magazine
He has written "Studies in the South," "Mexican
since 1884.
Papers " and " Studies in the Great West," which depict the political
Washington Irving in the
and social condition of those territories
" Men of Letters " series, of which he is editor, and " Backlog Studies."
'

'

;

'

'

Warner, Seth (1743-1784), of Vermont, was a leader of the inhabitNew Hampshire Grants " in the conflicts of jurisdiction
with New York authorities, by whom he was outlawed. He was second
He captured Crown Point. He particiin command at Ticonderoga.
pated in Montgomery's campaign in Canada. He commanded at
Hubbardston and was active at Bennington. He retired in 1782 on
ants of the "

account of

ill-health.

Warner, Susan (1819-1885), wrote " The Wide, Wide World," the
most popular novel by an American except" Uncle Tom's Cabin." She
also published " Queechy," and other novels.
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Warren, Gouvernejir Kemble (1830- 1882), graduated at West
Point in 1850. In the Civil War he was continuously in the Army of
the Potomac. He was a colonel at Big Bethel, commanded a brigade in
the Peninsula campaign, Second Bull Run, Antietam and Fredericksburg, was chief engineer of the army at Chaucellorsville and Gettysburg in the latter struggle he seized the important position of Little
;

Round Top.

He was

distinguished as

commander

of a corps at Centre-

October, 1863, and led a corps through the Wilderness, North
Anna, Cold Harbor and Petersburg campaign, until at the battle of Five
ville,

Forks, April

i,

1865,

he was removed by Sheridan.

In 1879 he reached

the grade of lieutenant-colonel in the regular army.

Warren, Joseph

(1741-1775), an American patriot, was a graduate
Harvard and a physician of Boston. In the years immediately preceding the outbreak of the Revolution Dr. Warren was foremost among
the Massachiisetts patriots. He was a noted orator, a member of the
Committees of Correspondence, president of the Provincial Congress of
He was ac1774, and chairman of the Committee of Public Safety.
tively engaged in organizing the volunteers in the spring of 1775.
The
Massachusetts Provincial Congress made him a major-general. Waiving his rank, he fought at the battle of Bunker Hill as a private soldier,
and was the chief victim. His life has been written by A. H. Everett
and by R. Frothingham.
of

Warren, Mercy (1728-1814), sister of James Otis, married James
Warren in 1754. She wrote a " History of the American Revolution,"
which is valuable because of her personal acquaintance with many of
the characters.

Warren, Sir Peter (i 703-1 752), was commodore of the fleet which
conveyed Sir William Pepperrell's expedition against Louisbourg in
1745 and was promoted rear-admiral for his service.
(1782-1851), entered the U. S. navy in 1800,
served with distinction on the "Vixen," of Preble's squadron,
during the Tripolitan War. Was also on the " Essex " and the " Con-

Warrington, I/ewis

He

gress" from 1811 to 1813. He commanded the sloop "Peacock," and
captured the " Epervier " and fourteen merchantmen during 1814. He
was chief of the Bureau of Ordnance from 1842 to 185 1.

Warwick, R. I.,

early

known

as

Shawomet, was

settled in 1643

by

a party under Samuel Gorton, who purchased the land from Miantouomo. It was one of the four towns which, in 1644, united to fortp the
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colony of Rhode Island. In 1648 the name of Wanvick was given the
It was attacked by the Indians during King Philip's War and
the town destroyed by fire.

colony.

Washburn, Cadwallader Colden (1818-1882), was the brother
Washburne. He settled in Wisconsin as a lawyer and finanFrom 1855 to 1S61 he was Congressman from Wisconsin. He
cier.

of E. B.

In the war he comwas major-general of volunteers, and served in the
He was again a Republican Congressman 1867-187 1, and Gov-

was a delegate

manded a
West.

to the Peace Conference of 1861.

corps,

ernor of Wisconsin 1872-1874.

Washburn, Emory (1S00-1877), was Governor of Massachusetts in
1853 and 1854. He wrote a "Judicial History of Massachusetts, 1630 to
1675," and " Treatise on the American Law of Real Property."
Washburn, Israel (1813-1883), was admitted to the bar in 1834, He
was a member of the Maine Legislatiire from 1842 to 1843. He represented Maine in the U. S. Congress as a Whig from 1851 to 1861. He
was Governor of Maine from 1861 to 1863, and Collector of Customs at
Portland from 1863 to 1877.

Washburn, William B.

(1820-1887), represented Massachusetts in

the U. S. Congress as a Republican from 1862 to 1872. He was Governor of Massachusetts from 1872 to 1874, and a U. S. Senator from 1874
to 1875.

Washburn, William D., born in 1831, was Surveyor-General of
Minnesota from 1861 to 1865. He represented Minnesota in the U. S.
Congress as a Republican from 1879 to 1885. He was elected to the
U. S. Senate for the term ending in 1895.
Washburne, Elihu Benjamin (1816-1887), was a lawyer in IlliWhig Congressman, and afterward Republican Congressman from
1853 to 1869. He was chairman of the Conmiittee of Commerce and of

nois,

His long service and care of
the Impeachment Committee of 1868.
"
public expenditures earned for him the epithets of "father of the house
him
appointed
Grant
President
and "watch-dog of the Treasury."
Secretary of State, but he held office for a few days only. From 1869
He stayed in
to 1877 Mr. Washburne was U. S. Minister to France.
Paris through the siege of 1870-1871 and the days of the Commune, and
was by the Germans intrusted with the charge of German interests also.

His memoirs are published under the
to France."

title

" Recollections of a Minister
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Wsliington, Bushrod (i 762-1 S29), jurist, a nephew of General
Washington, was a member of the Virginia Convention in 17SS that
He was a Justice of the U. S. Suratified the Federal Constitution.
preme Court from 179S

to 1829.

"Washington, George (February 22, 1732— December 14, 1799). the
President of the Ignited States, was born in Westmoreland Count}%
Va. Some of the familiar anecdotes of his early life rest on the more
than doubtful authority of Weems, one of his first chroniclers. At the
age of sixteen he was compelled to leave school, and he became a sur-

first

veyor.

His appointment as adjutant-general and major at the early age

of nineteen

event of his

to his selection for the first striking public
his service as messenger from the Virginian to tlie
he traversed the pathless forests
in 1753-1754.

was preparatory
life,

How
French Governor
Western Pennsylvania is familiar the following summer a battle at
Great Meadows fought by his small force ushered in the long French
and Indian War. Washington was obliged to surrender Fort Necessity.
He resigned, but the next year served on Braddock's staff at the defeat
Colonel Washingof the Monongahela, and had a miraculous escape.
ton continued in the army until 1759, and had a part in the taking of
Fort Duquesne in 1758. He married in 1759, and the same year entered
the Virginia House of Burgesses. For several years he now led the life
He was a delegate to the first
of a Virginia planter, at ISIount Vernon.
and second Continental Congresses by the latter body he was appointed commander-in-chief, June 17, 1775, and took command of the
army under the historic elm at Cambridge, July 3. It was his task to
put into the form of an organized force the raw and ill-equipped soldiers.
His first enterprise succeeded Boston was evacuated by the British,
IMarch 17, 1776, and the army was transferred to New Vork. After tlie

of

;

;

;

Declaration of Independence, a disheartening series of reverses marked
the half-vear the battle of Brooklyn, the withdrawal from New York,
White Plains, the fall of Fort Washington, and the melancholy retreat
of the diminishing army across New Jersej-. The morale of the troops
:

was suddenly raised by Washington's brilliant surand victory of Princeton. In the autumn of 1777 his
army, though defeated at Brandywine and Gemiantown, kept a lai^e
British force occupied, and so contributed to the dtnouement of the
Then came the gloomy winter at Valle}- Forge, and
year, at Saratoga.
the cabal of Conway and Gates. The battle of Monmouth was won in
the summer, but thereafter Washington's part was for some years in
other phases of the war than in battles, and active hostilities drifted
away principally to the south. The treason of Arnold in 17S0 was a se-

and

of the country

prise of Trenton
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summer Washington showed the qualities
by his secret and rapid march from the Hudson to
Chesapeake Bay, a march which resulted in the fall of Yorktown. His
significance in the war was largely moral there was a widespread conHe replied severely to
fidence in his thorough devotion to the cause.
the Newburg address of 1782 (which bad hinted at monarchy). After
a letter to the State Governors he took leave of the army and ofiBcers,
and, December 23, 1783, resigned to Congress at Annapolis his commisDeeply impressed with the need of a more efficient government,
sion.
he presided over the Federal Convention of 1787. He was the unanimous
choice for President, and was inaugurated at New York April 30, 17S9.
Elected again without opposition, he ser\-ed until 1797. Of his Cabinet,
Jefferson was Secretarj- of State, Hamilton of the Treasun.% Knox of
War, and Randolph Attorney-General. Washington-made tours to the
North and South. In 1793 he issued a neutrality proclamation. His
part in Jay's treaty of 1795 caused a temporary loss of his popularity.
On September 19,1796, he issued his Farewell Address. Perhaps his
greatness was even better shown by his conduct as President than by
When war with France seemed imminent in 1798, he
his generalship.
was appointed lieutenant-general, but he died soon after at Mount
Vernon. He has been universally deemed the greatest of Americans,
and one of the noblest public characters of all time. His writings and
life were edited by Sparks, twelve volumes, and more recently by Ford.
Of other biographies there are by Marshall, five volumes Irving, five
volumes Everett, Hale, H. C. Lodge.
vere blow.

In the following

of a great general

;

:

;

;

Washingrton, Martha

bom

Martha Dandridge, of
by whom she had four
children.
She inherited his vast estates and was one of the wealthiest
women in Virginia. In 1759 she married George Washington. She
was a competent housekeeper and her wealth enabled them to enterShe fully s>-mpathized with Washington's
tain in magnificent style.
patriotic feelings and suffered many privations for the cause of inde(1732-1802),

Virginia, married Daniel Parke Custis in 1749,

pendence.

Washington, Mary Ball (1707- 1789), mother of General George
Washington, was the second wife of Augustin Washington, whom she
married in 1730. George was her oldest son. Left a widow in 1743,
she managed her affairs wth prudence and discretion, and brought up
her six children well. She was an excellent mother to Washington,
and was regarded by him with great veneration and affection. She
lived many years at Fredericksburg, Va., in great simplicity, and died
during the

first

year of her son's presidency.
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Washington, William Augustine

752-1810),

(i

distinguished

himself at Long Island, Trenton and Princeton. In 1778 he was lieutenant in Colonel Baylor's dragoons. In 1779 he joined the army of
General Lincoln in the South. He defeated Colonel Tarleton at Ran-

captured the post at Rudgely's in 1780. He commanded a
Cowpens, Guilford Court House, Hobkirk's Hill and
Eutaw Springs. He was a relative of General Washington.

He

towles.

light corps at

Washington was formed from the Oregon country, which was
claimed by England and the United States, and was recognized as
belonging to the latter by the treaty of 1846. It was organized as a
Washington became
territory by an Act of Congress of March 2, 1853.
a State November 11,1889. The State is usually Republican, but in
1884 and 1 886 the Democrats carried the State. The population in 1890
was

349.330-

Washington, D. C, capital of the United States, was selected as
the seat of the Government in 1790. In 1800 it became the capital.
In 1814 it was captured by the British troops and the Capitol and other
public buildings burned. In 1871 Congress abolished the charter of
the city and instituted a form of territorial government which resulted
In 1874 the territorial
in a great number of improvements for the city.
government was in turn abolished and the city's affairs placed in the

hands of three commissioners.

Washington, Fort, Battle

of,

November

16, 1776.

The

retreat of

the Continental army had made Fort Washington untenable. Greene
had orders to withdraw men and stores, but Congress interfered. He
accordingly increased the garrison. Howe soon appeared before the
fort but gained it only after a severe struggle, which cost him 500 men.

One hundred and

fifty

Americans

fell,

great stores of artillery and small arms

3,000 were
fell to

made

prisoners,

and

the enemy.

Washington, Fort, in New York, was attacked November 16, 1777,
by the British commander Lord Howe, who cannonaded the northern
outworks to cover the landing of attacking troops from a flotilla of flatThe fight was a severe one, but the odds against the Americans
boats.
were so great that the fort surrendered with 2,500 prisoners. The fort
was afterwards named in honor of the victor, Knyphausen, who commanded

the Hessians.

Washington, Treaty
July

4,

of, ratified in 1871

and proclaimed in

force,

of that year, after thirty-four meetings of commissioners, repre-
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senting England and the United States, and assembled at Washington.

provided for arbitration as to the Alabama Claims

It

British subjects against the United States

;

;

as to claims of

as to fisheries,

settlement of the Northwest boundary question.

The

and as

to the

upon
number and were to be appointed
by the President of the United States, the Queen of England, the King
of Italy, the President of the Swiss Confederation, and the Emperor of
the

Alabama Claims were

Brazil.

arbitrators

to be five in

Their sessions were to be held at Geneva.

Washington and JeflFerson College,

Washington, Pa., Presbywas formed in 1S65 by the union of Jefferson College, chartered
and Washington College, chartered 1806.

terian,

1802,

Washington and

I^ee University, Lexington, Va. An academy
and called Liberty Hall, was chartered in 1782, and
named in 1796 Washington College in honor of a gift received from
George Washington. In 1870, at the death of General R. E. Lee, its
president, the name was changed to its present form.
A law school
was founded in 1867.

founded about

1773,

Washington ^Im, a tree at Cambridge, Mass., beneath which
General Washington took conmiand of the Continental army, July 3,
1775.

The army

ington

Elm

still

there

numbered

15,000

men

fit

for duty.

The Wash-

stands.

Washington Monument,

at Washington, D. C, an obelisk 555
was begun in 1848 by the Washington National Monument
Society, and finished in 1884 by the U. S. Government.
feet high,

'*

Wasp,"

sloop-of-war,

eighteen

guns, Captain Jones, left the
Indies.
Five days later it
attacked the " Frolic," twenty guns, convoying a fleet of merchantmen.
The " Frolic " was soon disabled, boarded and captured, losing ninety
of its 108 men. Within two hours after the capture the " Wasp " and

Delaware October

13, 1812,

for the

West

prize were captured by the British frigate the " Poictiers," seventyfour guns, and the Americans taken to Bernmda as prisoners.

its

Wasp

" (No. a), eighteen guns. Captain Blakeley.
In the
Channel he harassed British merchant-ships, and on June 28,
1814, fought with the " Reindeer."
Both vessels were badly damaged,
but finally the " Reindeer" was boarded and captured, losing twentyfive killed and forty-two wounded.
The Americans lost twenty-seven
in all.
On September i it conquered the "Avon," eighteen guns, but
23
**

British
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by the arrival of several warships. September 21, near
captured and sent home a valuable prize, the " Atlanta."
On October 9 the " Wasp " was spoken by a Swedish bark, but was
never heard of afterward.
was driven

oflF

the Azores,

it

Watauga

Association, an organization formed

settlement of that

The

territorj^

now comprised

in the

colonies thus established continued to be

of the

Watauga Association

Waterbury, David

in 1769 for the

State of Tennessee,

known

as the settlements

until 1777.

(i 722-1801),

served in the French and Indian

In 1776 he was second in command at Valcour Bay and was
He commanded a brigade under Washington from 1781 to
defeated.

War.

1783.

"Waterman, Robert W., born
litical

campaign

in Illinois in 1856

in

and

ernor of California from 18S6 to 1887,
served

till

was prominent in the poHe was Lieutenant-Govwhen he became Governor and
1826,

1858.

1891.

Watertown, Mass,, was settled in 1630 by colonists under Sir
Richard Saltonstall. In 1631 the townspeople declined to pay a tax of
£60 levied by the " assistants," thus protesting against their autocratic
rule, which bore fruit in the establishment of a more popular governmental plan in 1632. In 1775 the Provincial Congress met at Watertown.

Water Works. The

first

public water works were built in Phila-

delphia, 1799.

Watson, Hlkanah ( 1758-1842), was a zealous promoter of internal
improvements, and conceived the project of the canals of New York.
He founded the first agricultural society in New York.

Watson, James C. (1838-1880), was professor of astronomy at the
University of Wisconsin from 1859 to 1869. His discoveries in astronomy have been numerous, and he has made valuable contributions to
the science.
a commodore in the U. S. Navy, bom
August 24, 1842. Appointed to Navy, September 29,
He passed through the various grades to commodore, November
1856.
In the Civil War he participated in many engagements at
7, 1897.

Watson, John Crittenden,

in Frankfort, Ky.,

;
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Forts Jackson and St. Philip, and Chahnette batteries, ran the blockades at Vicksbnrg, Port Hudson and Grand Gulf, and was present at
He was wounded by a fragment of shell at
the fight in IMobile Bay.

Warrington. In the Spanish-American War he commanded the blockading squadron before Havana and the North Cuban coast, and June 27,
189S, was appointed commander-in-chief of the eastern squadron, and
succeeded Dewey in command of the Philippine fleet vipon the latter's
return to America, August, 1S99.

Watson, Fort, Capture
the road between

of, April 23, 1781.

Camden and

This post

Charleston, S. C.

It

commanded

was captured by

Marion's men, who erected a tower of pine logs so as to command the
As the fort had no artillery it was soon forced to surrender.

fort.

"Watterson, Henry, born in 1S40, was a staff officer in the Confedfrom 1S61 to 1S63 and chief of scouts in General Johnston's

erate service

in 1864.
He has edited the Louisville Couricr-Jotirnal since 1868,
succeeding George D. Prentice. He represented Kentucky in the U. S.

army

Congress as a Democrat from 1876 to 1S77. He is an aggressive advoand revenue reform. He wrote Oddities of Southern Life and Character."
'

cate of free-trade

'

Wauhatcliie, Tennessee.

At

this

Hooker's army was

place.

savagely attacked by Bragg's forces, on the night of October 29, 1863.
Shortly after the fight began two hundred mules, frightened by the

broke from their tethers and dashed into the ranks of Wade
legion, producing a great panic, for the confederates supposed it to be a charge of Hooker's cavalry, and at first they fell back
noise,

Hampton's

in confusion.

Waxhaw,

Battle

of,

May

29, 1780.

After the capture of Charles-

C, detachments of British troops set out to
the interior. One of these, 700 cavalry under

ton, S.

seize strategic points

Tarleton, pursued a
Virginian regiment under Colonel Buford and overtook it at Waxhaw,
Buford and 100 infantry saved themselves by flight. Though the
S. C.
rest sued for quarter, 113 of them were killed on the spot and 150

in

more were too badly hacked

to

be moved.

Only 53 were taken

prisoners.

Wayland, Francis

(1796-1865),

was pastor

of the First Baptist

Church, Boston, from 1821 to 1826. He was president of Brown UniHe was celebrated as an instructor, preacher
versity from 1827 to 1855.

and author.
to his pupils.

He possessed a strong personality which was stimulating
He wrote " Elements of Moral Science," " Elements of
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Economy," "The Limitations

of

Human

Responsibility," and

Slavery and Religion."

Wayne, Anthony

(1745-1796), a noted general of the Revolution,

was a native of Pennsylvania, A surveyor in early life, he became a
member of the Legislature and Committee of Public Safety, and commanded a regiment in the Canadian invasion of 1775-1776. Later he
Being appointed brigadierhad charge of the Ticonderoga forts.
general he was in charge of a division at Brandywine and conducted a
successful retreat.
He was surprised at Paoli, commanded the right
wing at Germantown, and was distinguished at Monmouth. His famous
exploit was the storm of Stony Point, July 15, 1779. General Waj'ne
suppressed the mutiny of the troops at Morristown, in January, 1781,
had an honorable part in Virginia the same year and in Georgia in 1782.
He was a member of the Pennsylvania ratifying convention of 1787.

When

the Indian affairs required a decisive policy, "

was made major-general, and
battle of Fallen Timbers, 1794,

Mad Anthony

"

an oversvhelming blow at the
which led to an Indian treaty the followinflicted

ing year.

Wayne, James M.

(1790-1867),

Court from 1824 to 1829.

He

preme Court from 1835 to

1867.

was Judge

of the Georgia

Supreme

represented Georgia in the U. S. Congress
He was a Justice of the U. S. Suas a Democrat from 1829 to 1835.

Waynesboro,

"Va., scene of a victory in March, 1865, for 10,000
under Sheridan, then commanding in the Shenandoah Valle)-,
over Early, w^ho was intrenched at Waynesboro with 2,500 Confederates.
Early was completely routed, losing 1,600 men, eleven guns,
seventeen flags and 200 loaded wagons.
P'ederals

Ways and Means, a standing committee

first

created in the

House

It has charge of the
1795 (December 21).
provisions for collecting the government revenues, in-

of Representatives in

methods and
cluding the

tariff

system, internal taxation, financial measures and the

public debt.

Weather Bureau,

suggested in 1817 by Josiah Meigs, then
who established a system of meteoroIn 1819 a co-operative
logical registers in connection with the office.
movement was begun by Surgeon-General Lovell, of the Army, who
had weather reports made each month by the officers of different military posts. Some twenty years later the lake system of meteorological
first

Commissioner of the Land

Office,
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observations was established by the Engineer Department. In 1836
predictions of meteorological phenomena began to be made by the
Smithsonian Institution, and the results of these, together with those

Land Office and War Department, being published in 1839,
formed the basis for a scientific meteorological bureau. In 1869 the
" Weather Bulletin of the Cincinnati Bureau " appeared. In 1870 Congress made a money appropriation for the establishment of a Weather
Bureau at Washington and ordered arrangements to be made for telegraphic communications between posts of observation all over the
country. Until 1891 the Bureau was a bureau of the War Department
in that year it was transferred to the Department of Agriculture.

of the

;

Weathersford, William

Indian

(i77o?-i824),

Creeks against the U. S. forces during the
voluntarily surrendered to General Jackson.

War

led the
In 1814 he

chief,

of 1812.

Weaver, James B., born in 1833, attained the rank of brigadiergeneral during the Civil War. He was a district attorney of Iowa in
He became an editor of the Iowa Tribune. He was elected to
1866.
Congress from Iowa as a Nationalist in 1879. In 1880 he was the candidate of the National party for the Presidency. He was again elected to
Congress in 1884 and 1886.

In 1892 he was the Presidential candidate

of the People's party.
S., born in 1835, fought at Bull Run and comat Gettysburg, the Wilderness and Spottsylvania.

Webb, Alexander
manded a brigade

He was

chief of staff at Petersburg.

He wrote

" McClellan's Campaign

of 1862."

Webb, James W.
Enqtiirerixom 1829 to
party.

He was

(1802-1884), edited the New York Courier and
1861, which was the chief organ of the Whig

Minister to Brazil from 1861 to 1S69.

Webster, Daniel (January 18, 1782— October 24, 1852), a distinguished American orator and statesman, was born at Salisbury, N. H.,
was educated at Phillips (Exeter) Academy and at Dartmouth, where
he was graduated in 1801. He taught school at Fryeburg, in Maine,
studied law, was admitted to the bar in 1805, and began the practice of
law in Boscawen, N. H. In 1807 he removed to Portsmouth. He was
soon a leader of the bar, and from 1813 to 1817 was Congressman. In
views he was then a moderate Federalist. He now settled in Boston,
and in 1818 rose to the front rank of lawyers by his plea before the U. S.
Supreme Court in the famous "Dartmouth College case," which in-
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volved the obligation of contracts and the powers of the Government.
From 1823 to 1827 he was Congressman from Massachusetts, was chairof the Judiciary Committee, and had attracted attention by his
speeches on Greece and on free trade. He had become widely known
Among his great speeches were at Plymouth, 1820, on
as an orator.
at the laying of the corner-stone of Bunker Hill
the bi-centennial
Monument, 1S25 the eulogy on Adams and Jefferson, 1826. In 1827

man

:

;

;

Webster entered the U.

S. Senate,

of the " giants " in Congress;

and ranked chief among the

orators,

Clay, Calhoun, Benton, to mention

no

were his contemporaries. He favored the protective tariff of
Two years later he reached his highest point, in the debate on
1828.
the " Foote resolution," where his reply to Hayne won for him the title
Webster opposed Nullification,
of " Expounder of the Constitution."
was often pitted against Calhoun, took an active part in the Bank conothers,

and was, with Clay, highest in the Whig party. He came
within reach of the nomination for President. In 1836 he received the
President Harrison chose him for
electoral vote of Massachusetts.
Secretary of State in 1841, and he— alone of the members of Tyler's
Cabinet—refused to resign in September, 1841. He negotiated the
Ashburton Treaty with Great Britain in 1842, and resigned in 1843. In

troversy,

He spoke on the Oregon question, gave
1845 he re-entered the Senate.
a lame support to Taylor in 1848, and in 1850 in the Compromise exseventh of
citement he alienated many former friends by his famous
March speech." He was again Secretary of State in 1850-1852. He
received a few votes in the Convention of 1852, refused to support
Works and
Scott, and died soon after at his home in Marshfield, Mass.
'

'

life in six

C.

volumes, edited by Everett.

Life

by G. T. Curtis and by H.

Lodge.

in Pennsylvania, June i, 1861, removed to Miswhere he learned shoemaking, which he followed
He attended Lake Forest (111.)
for some time, then went to Kansas.
University, and State University of Kansas, admitted to the bar in 1S86,
then went to University of Michigan, where he graduated in law and entered upon the practice of his profession at Kansas City. He was defeated for Congress 1892, biit was elected Mayor of Kansas City two
years later, and served one year. He was noted for his remarkable eloquence and took such an active part in the Presidential campaign of
1896, that as a reward for his services he received the appointment tif
In the early part of December, 1S09,
assistant secretary of the Interior.
he visited the seat of war in South Africa, and was so impressed with
the justice of the Boer cause that, upon his return to America, the latter

Webster Davis, born

souri with parents 1S68,
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part of March, 1900, rather than offend the administration of which he
was a part, he resigned his position in the Interior Department that he

might be free to express his opinions and publicly address Americans
on the causes of the British-Boer war, his sympathies being thoroughly
with the South African Republics.

Webster, Joseph D.

He was

Mexican War.
and during the Vicks-

(1811-1876), served during the

chief of staff to General Grant in 1S62

burg campaign and to General Sherman from 1864 to

1865.

Webster, Noah (1758-1843), born in Connecticut, first came to
prominence by the publication of a spelling book, of which 62,000,000
copies have been issued.
In 1784 he published " Sketches of American
Policy," which had influence upon the movement toward a national
constitution.
In 1787 he published "The Leading Principles of the
Federal Constitution." In 1795 he wrote articles signed " Curtius,
which were influential in behalf of the Jay Treaty. In 1828 his first
" Dictionary of the English Language " was published. He served in
the Legislatures of Connecticut and Massachusetts.
Webster, Pelatiah (1725-1795), was an ardent patriot during the
Revolution. He was well versed in politics and finance. He wrote
" Essays on Free Trade and Finance " and " The Union and Constitution of the Thirteen United States."

Wedderburn, Alexander
was one of the greatest
North and violently opposed

land,

(1733-1805), Attorney-General of

foes of the colonists in the Cabinet of
their claims

EngLord

and advocated unlimited sub-

jection.

Weed, Thurlow

one of the most influential journalists
He was early employed in a printing establishment and as a country journalist. He became connected with the Rochester Telegraph and with the Anti-JSIasoiiic Enquirer.
In 1825 he was in the New York Legislature, but
afterward avoided office. Already influential in State and National
politics. Weed, in 1830, founded the Albany Evening Journal, which
he conducted until 1856 as a Whig, and later as a Republican, organ.
His influence was felt in nearly every nomination of the Whigs and
Republicans from 1836 to 1876. For years he was a political partner of
Seward, whom he favored for President in i860. During the Civil
War he was in Europe acting as au agent in behalf of the Uuiou

and

(i 797-1882),

politicians that the country has ever produced.

cause,
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Weems, Mason
wruto "iwcs of

I,.

vT^'^'^-Jc*^'

•»

>v;»>uUMinj;

Vir^ini;in

j\»rs«.Mi,

Marion. lVnj;iuun Wauklin juul
Willidm IVnn. Thoy are uurvliaMo. With him ori>;it>rtt«Nl ni.-»ny anecdotes aKnjt \Vashink;tv>n. inchuli»ij the storv of the e!\erTv.tTw.
N\ .ishinjjton.

1-Yancis

Weights And Measures, International Bureau

To sxvuiv
of.
and prxvision in standanls of weijjht ami measure an intemalional burxMU was eslablislunl at Ihiris by a ^x»nvention
c\>nehule\l May >.\ 1875, K-tween the I'nitetl States. C.ermany. Anstt\>HunjjHry. Belijium. Brazil, the Anjentine Confi\leration. IVnmark.
Spain. Krsnoe. Italy, IVm, Portujial, Russia. Swixlen anvl Norwav.
Switrerlaml. Turkey and Venezuela.
international nnifonnity

Weit«el, Godfrey

He

in iSo.\

vtSv5-iSJ\4^. planne^l the capture of New Orleans
».\>mnunuU\l a division at Port Huds».Mi and in the \.n-

fourv-he caniiviii^n.

He

suiH-rintende^l the v\>nstrnotion of ilefenses at

Bermuda Hundrx\l. James River and
cvvrps at Fort Harrisv>n in
Fislter.

He

March.

iSc5.

cx^umiandetl

iScv4.

sectnul in

the forv^s norlli

all

He vxnnmanded a
vxnnmand at 1-ort
of the Totomae after

IV"ep Inntvnn.

and was

"Weldon Road, Va. General Grant, duriuji his memon»ble operaRichmond and IVtersburj:. attempteil to capture this rvvul

lions aK^ut

ft\>m the Confeilerntes under Lee. June i2 and .\x. iStv4.
Hamwk's
and Wright's cv^q^s wer\' detaiUxl to etlivt this capture. A j^up (.xxnirrxnl
Knween the two cMrjv* durinj: the ntvessiiry movements, and into this

the Contevlerate Hill thrx-w a stu>nji ci>lumn.
ujxni the tlank and thrv>wn into cvMifusion.

Both

cv^^}xs

were struck

The attack was linallv
reix'lletl.
On the twenty-thirvl \Vrii;ht avr.»in made the attempt tv>
seire the rvxid and cut the telejjraph wires.
Hill drv^ve him v>ff. inflictiui; seven? hv^ uixnj his trvx^jvs.
Grant lost 4.000 men in these ineffectual attempts,
reter«bur>;.

Agnin.

Grant

.\uj:ust

iS.

iSexj,

during the caujpmijni alnnit

main Ixxly of l.ee's
army w.is mdi>sexl towarvl Richmond, of attackiui; the Weldon Railrvvul.
Warren move^l with the eichtetMUh and tilth cx^qv^ and str\ick the rxxid
sei-'Cvl tlie

four miles frvnn IVtersbun;.

Lee

opix^rtunity. while the

A

ixxnirrinij Ix-twixMi the two i.vrps.
the ojxMiinij and captunM ^.ixv pris-

jj^;«p

thru.<t >Lilione"s division into

was eventually driven Knck to his lines. Warren spent the
next day in fortifyijijj himself, and Lee. having attemptexl to diskxlge
him. was se\-erely defeateil. On the twenty-fifth Grejiji's cavalry were
ilefe.itetl while destrvyinjj the nxid.
oners, but

Welles, Gideon viSo>-iS7S^, was

frv^n

iS.'6

to 1S54 an editor of

AMl.kK.AN
//ar//or// limi',

tin*

]iiiriy

ill

(

omicr

1827 to

fr<»tn

wun an

vvlii'li, )»«<:;ini»T tlir

wann

lU-

tif lit.

tH;i,,'„

and State

arMi-nt o|;iK<n»'nt of »lav»;ry,

wan

it

Navy

l<in(-r>lii

in

Cahin«-tA

lli«*

i>{

WellfcBlcy Collcifc,
l>iirant, for
oj/<ii<

liij/}i»r

tti<-

five

'1

fiied

tli»-

l)cuifH:r'>tt'n:
I(*-j/)v,I;),tur«

aiifl

irl»nti/i»'rl

He wa»

orj/aniz«-'l.

and

U«

</f

th#r

th**

Hir

«>«i9,

t/»

"

•//rf/t<;

ilf.

with

Secretary

from iHOi

Joiinf/'ti

«H4^.

liini.t;<!lf

Ijn<^jlti sttul

H^nry

1',

fnit

Wdlcftley,

by

fouiidcl

Mi«$t!t.,

yearn later,

from

war.

tli'-

of

C<nitU( tutti

education of wfmitti, WJW chartered in 1870,

WelHnif, JameN C, U/ru
liitrlliyrntrr

during

ory/.tii

f

{)u-

<if

tunipariii^ critic of official con<Iurl.

Mti

firi.t

Im

(

iiMtnh<r

^f,t

CoMij/trollj-r in (Hv,, /H42 anrl

K(r]>uMi(:an party wh«-n

w.'tit

Hl/irji'V.

i^Jy/

to

in

1825,

iJ'/;';.

'I

}ii»»

wa^ an
jmirnal

edil/»r of tJie

Nulitmal

fXfx\i-(\ j<r<-at influimcft

her ai;ie jjre.,i/|ent of C'oliiinhian f'niver*ity in 1871,

II<

iH'^4

WfcllB, iJuvid A.
j/apcrc*

and

\^^t\c-,

and C/ur Stren^^th," a
Heveral

11.

OH2K

iH'/',;,

machinery.

]>y

jj><;litica]

:uyf/tiiU-A the idea

In 1^/14 he

folding;

news-

" (hir Hurdeti

He mrrvfAon
many f/smiphlet*

e<»Hay of ^reat 'rt-ijijinality.

revenue.

H. cotnrni««Hion« of

</f

pii}>li.<thed

He

ha«i

written

on ccmiomic »uhject» and "<'>ur Merchant Marine," "A I'rijner r/f
Tariff Rttfimn " and " The Kelation oi the Tariff U> Wagc»," and " Recent

I''/:otKrtnic

Wel«h.

Chanj^en."

Tlie

WeUh

early l<ej<an Ut wttle in I'etin«iylvania anrl

to have Inren a valuable addition to the j^^/j^ulation.
ftourifthinj^

We1»h a^lonie*

iiy

1765

wern

f^'Virrn]

hiu\ l^-eti efttabltfthed.

Welllh Barony, a tract of /io/xifi surcn granted by William I'etin to a
The colonist* w»-rr granted the rij^ht of lf><:al wdf-governmetit. The liarony wa«s conducted after the nicthfxl» r/f the Kngli*h
Wfcl'.h (lA'iuy.

Tnan</r.

Went worth,

liennjn^/ '^''/'m'')* wan Govcrnr/r r/f New If am j/from 174/ to ^767. Hi?', jjrantn r/f land in what i». n'rw V/tithern
Vermont, which wa* claimed by New Yf/rk, are known in hwt^/ry aA the
*'
New Hampshire Grant*,"
'

Hliire

Wentworth,
th«-

.".'-v,

inv( till 1775.

itnjK/rtance

He
and

John

went to Kn;;land a<s an a;(ent of
and wa* app'^/inted Gorvern^/r, *ervwa» an able fif/vernr/r and did much to increase the

Sir

Ifamp'iliire

c

'

i-jt,-]

iHvi),

ol<^/ny in f/fi^

j/r*>«v|Hrrity

of the colony.

He

f^ecamt unp^^j/ular

)iy
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complying with a request for aid by the British in Boston and went to
England iu 1775. He was Governor of Nova Scotia from 1792 to 1808.

Wentwortli, Joliti (1815-1S8S), was, from 1837 to 1861, editor and
proprietor of the Chicago Democrat, which was the chief daily paper of
the Northwest.

He

Democrat from 1843

represented Illinois in the U. S. Congress as a
and from 1853 to 1855. He was one of the

to 1851,

founders of the Republican party and served as a Republican in the
U. S. Congress from 1S65 to 1867.
(i 708-1 788), was one of the founders of the
which was the beginning of Arniinian Methodism. He wrote
7,000 hymns, some of great merit, many of which are now in use. From
1735 to 1736 he was in Georgia, secretary to Governor Oglethorpe.

Wesley, Charles

society

Wesley, John (1703-1791), of England, was the founder of the
society called in derision the " Methodists," because of their methodical habits.

From

1735 to 1738 he laboi-ed in Georgia. He formed a
In 1769 some of his followers introduced

Methodist society in London.
Methodism in America.

Wesleyan University,
It

Middleton, Conn., was chartered
was founded by the Methodists, especially Wilbur Fisk.

West, Benjamin

in 1831.

(1738-1820), born in Pennsylvania, went to Italy in

1760 and settled in England in 1763. He was one of the most famous
He was one of the founders of the Royal Academy
painters of the day.

and was its president from 1792 to 1802 and from 1S03 to 1815. He
painted many famous religious pieces and " The Death of Wolfe " and
"The Treaty of Penn."

West, I^ionel Sackville, born in 1827, was British Minister to the
United States from 1881 to 1888, when he was recalled for publishing a
letter to Murchison giving advice in regard to voting in the United
In 1888 he became Lord Sackville.
States.

West India Company, Dutch, or Chartered West India Company
(Geoctroyeerde Westindische Compagnie). This Company was chartered by the States-General of the United Netherlands in 1621, at the
instance of Willem Usselinx. It was given a monopoly of trade with
America for twenty-four years, with the right to colonize and to make
wars and alliances. It colonized and governed New Netherland (till
1664)

and also certain West India islands and a part of

rechartered for twenty-five years in 1647.

Its

Brazil.

It

was

preoccupation with mili-
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its doing nnicli for New Netherland.
(For the Swedish company of similar name see Swedish West India

tary efforts in Brazil prevented

Company.)

Westminster, Vermont,

claims the distinction of being the place

where the first blood of the Revolution was shed, a month before the
Lexington affair, when one of the officers of the crown in endeavoring
to subdue a mob caused the death of one of the rioters.

West Point, N. Y., the chief of the Continental fortifications in the
Hudson River Valley during the Revolution. In August, 1780, Benedict Arnold, already contemplating treason, obtained

command

of the

post from Washington, and immediately entered into communication
with Clinton, the British general. Major Andr6 was sent to arrange

with Arnold for the surprise and surrender of the post. He was captured by three "Skinners," Continental marauders, while returning to
New York after his interview with Arnold, having settled upon September 25 as the night for the surprise. When Arnold heard of his
Vulture, a British warship lying
capture he immediately fled to the
in the river, and Washington was quickly informed of his treason.
The Military Academy of the United States was established here in
'

'

'

'

1S02.

May 7, 1862, several strong detachments
from gunboats, and, under the conmiand of
Franklin and Sedgewick, attacked some Confederates led by Whiting
and Wade Hampton. These latter, charging on the Federals from the
woods, eaily routed them, but were themselves compelled to retreat
before the firing from the vessels. The losses were trifling on both

West

Point, Va.

Here,

of Federals were lauded

sides.

West

Virginia. The western and northwestern parts of Virginia
bound by the ordinance of secession of April 17, 1861. A
convention was called at Wheeling in May, 1861, which summoned a
refused to be

State convention.
officers

who were

This convention refused to recognize
in opposition to the National

the State

Government, elected

Frank Pierpont Governor of Virginia, and called a State Legislature to
meet at Wheeling. The convention voted to erect a new State to be
called Kanawha, and the State Legislature, which had been called bj'
this convention and which claimed to be the Legislature of the State of
Virginia, gave its consent to the division of the State. West Virginia
became a State of the LTnion June 19, 1863. An amendment to the
State constitution of date tS66 disfranchised all persons who had aided
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the Rebellion. Until 1870 the State was controlled by the Republicans.
The " Flick Amendment," 1871, extended the suffrage to negroes and
removed the disfranchising clause of 1866. In 1872 Grant carried the
State by a small majority, since which time the State has been .steadily

Democratic.
1890

was

it

The population

of

West Virginia

in 1870

was 442,014

;

in

762,794.

Western Reserve,

or

Connecticut Western Reserve.

When

Connecticut, in 1786, ceded her western lands to the United States, she
reserved a large tract adjoining Penn.sylvania, now forming the northeastern corner of Ohio. Hence this name.
diction was made in 1800.

Complete

ces.sion of juris-

Westminster, Treaty of, negotiated in 1674, concluding a war
between England and the Netherlands, is memorable in America from
the fact that New Netherland, which had been taken from England by
the Dutch, was restored under its provisions.
(1575-1624), formed a joint stock company for
out the expedition of the Pilgrims to America in 1620, but soon
afterward withdrew from it as unprofitable. He organized a company

Weston, Thomas

fitting

own and

ment

at Wessagussett

Gorges.

The

which founded a settleunder a grant by the king to Sir Ferdinando
were improvident and soon returned to England.

sent an advance party in 1622

of his

settlers

a Virginia parish formed in 1720 of land along both sides
James River, beginning at the Chickahominy. The famous old
Westover mansion, still in existence, was the home of Colonel William

Westover,

of the

Byrd.

Wethersfield, Conn.,

first

settled

in 1634,

was one

of the earliest

settlements in the State, and one of the three towns which united in
" Fundamental Orders " of the colony.
1639 in framing the

Wetzel Brothers, famous

Indian fighters who during the Revoby deeds of the most astonishing dar-

lution distinguished themselves

The father, John Wetzel, an honest Dutch farmer, who settled in
His five sons
the Ohio Valley, was murdered by lurking savages.
thereupon devoted their lives to executing a terrible vengeance.
Lewis, who was youngest of the five, was the most implacable and is
believed to have slain no less than fifty Indians with his own hand.
He opposed the efforts of General Harmar to make a treaty of peace
ing.

with the Indians 111 1778, an«i to prevent favorable action of the council
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ground.
he waylaid and shot au ludianwho was on the way to the treaty
his bloody
continued
and
escaped,
often
as
but
arrested,
often
was
Lewis
career until his death at Wheeling, 1808.

Whale-fishery began

in the

New England

colonies as early as

in small boats,
1690, where it was prosecuted during nearly fifty years
In
since the whale frequented the northern coast during that period.
in search of
explored
be
began
to
coast
Antarctic
and
Arctic
the
1740
whales. In 1758 Massachusetts alone employed 304 vessels in the
The right whale was at first the object of capture, but
whale-fishery.
In 1815 there were
after 1812 sperm-whales became equally desirable.
the fishery were
of
products
the
In
it.
1830
engaged
in
ships
only 164
106,800 barrels of sperm, 115,000 barrels of whale oil, 120,000 pounds of

whalebone, and 2,500,000 pounds of sperm candles. vSince 1840 the
whale-fishery has decreased, chiefly because of the scarcity of whale.

Whalley, Edward (1620-1676), regicide, joined the Parliamentry
party in 1642. He led the horse at Bristol, Branbury, Worcester and
elsewhere, and was intrusted with the custody of the king at Hampton

He sat in the high court of justice that condemned King
Charles and signed the death warrant. He was a member of CromHe fled
well's second and third Parliaments and the House of Lords.
Court.

to

America with Goffe in

1660.

(1820-1889), was professor of international law
from 1866 lo 1885, and from 1885 to 1889 was examiner of claims in the Department of State. He wrote "The State
Trials of the United States during the Administrations of Washington
and Adams," and "Digest of International Law," and edited "The
Revolutionary Diplomatic Correspondence of the United States."

Wharton, Francis

at Boston University

Wharton, Thomas

(i 735-1 778), was a zealous opponent of the opEngland toward the colonies. He was chosen a
member of the Philadelphia Committee of Correspondence in 1774, and
became one of the Committee of Safety in 1775, and in 1776 also president of the Council of Safety, in which the executive authority tempoHe was president of Pennsylvania from 1777 to 1778.
rarily resided.

pressive measures of

Wheatley, Phillis
ica in

1

76 1,

(i

showed remarkable ability
nence by her poems.

Wheaton, Frank,

was brought from Africa to Amermarket by John Wheatley. She
and learned easily. She acquired promi-

753-1784),

and purchased

in the slave

born in 1833, of Rhode Island, commanded a
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brigade at Antietani, Fredericksburg, the Wilderness and Spottsylvania.
He led a division at Cedar Creek and Petersburg, and was promoted to
brigadier-general in the U. S.

Army.

Wheaton, Henry (1785-1S48), of Rhode Island, edited the New
Yor\L National Advocate irom. 1812 to 1815, in which the question of
neutral rights was ably discussed during the war. From 1816 to 1827
His reports are exceedS. Supreme Court.
containing carefully prepared notes and citation of

he was reporter for the U.
ingly valuable,

authorities on all difficult points.

He was Charge

d'Affaires in

Den-

1827 to 1835, Minister Resident to Prussia from 1835 to 1837,
Minister Plenipotentiary from 1837 to 1846. He wrote " Elements

mark from
and

of International

" History of the

Law," which

Law

is

acknowledged a standard authority, a
and a " History of the Northmen."

of Nations,"

"Wheeler, Joseph., born in 1836, entered the Confederate service
and commanded a brigade at Shiloh. He commanded General Bragg's
cavalry at Green River and Perryville. He led the cavalry at Murfreesboro and at Chickamauga. In a raid in 1863 in Tennessee he destroyed the national stores valued at I3, 000,000. He engaged at KnoxHe harassed General
ville, Missionary Ridge and Lookout Mountain.
Sherman in his march to Atlanta, and fought at Atlanta and Aiken.
He was elected to Congress from Alabama as a Democrat in 1880 and has
served continuouslj- since 1885. Major-general and commander of
cavalry in the Santiago campaign of the Spanish-American War, and

had command

of a cavalry force in the Philippines, but served only a few

months.

Wheeler, Williatn A.

New York from

(1819-1827),

1845 to 1849.

He

was U.

represented

S. District

New York

Attorney in
in the U. S.

Congress as a Republican from 1861 to 1863 and from 1867 to 1877. He
was author of the compromise in settlement of the political disturbances
in Louisiana in 1876. He was elected Vice-President of the United States
in 1877 on the ticket with President Hayes and served till 1881.

Wheeling Bridge Case, a case of original jurisdiction in the
Supreme Court of the United States in 1855. The Wheeling and Belmont Bridge Company prepared to rebuild a bridge over the Ohio River,
according to the plan of the original bridge, which an Act of Congress
had declared not obstructive to commerce. The State of Pennsylvania
declared it to be obstructive to commerce and applied to Justice Grier
This was granted, but the
for an injunction to prevent its erection.
bridge was erected in defiance thereof. A majority of the Supreme
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Court refused to pass judgment against the Bridge Company for contempt, though acknowledging the right of Grier to issue the injunction.
Judgment was given for the defendant on the ground that it was within
the jurisdiction of Congress to determine what was and what was not

an obstruction to commerce.

Wheelock, ISleazar (1711-1779), established an Indian missionary
school at Lebanon, Conn., in 1754, which was removed to Dresden (now
Hanover), N. H., in 1770, and became Dartmouth College.
Wheelock, John (1754-1817), was a lieutenant-colonel in the ContiHe became president of Dartmouth College in 1779, suc-

nental army.

ceeding his father.

His quarrel with the trustees, culminating in 1815,

led to the celebrated "

Dartmouth College Case."

came from England

as a Puritan
banished from Massachusetts in
1637 for sympathizing with Anne Hutchinson, and founded Exeter,
N. H., in 1638.

Wheelwright, John

(1592-1679),

to the United States in 1636.

He was

Whigs. The name of Whigs was taken by the party in the colonies
which furthered the Revolution, because their principles were but the
application to America of those principles which the Whigs of England
had advocated, and had secured through the Revolution of 1688. In
1834 the name was revived. The Federal party had virtually come to
an end about 181 7. Henceforth all American politicians were simply Republicans. But, as will usually happen in such cases, a divergence of
views developed itself within the party. Adams and Clay and their
followers, on the one hand, advocated a policy of protection and federal
internal improvements and a broad or loose construction of the ConstiOthers, on the other hand, construing the Constitution strictly,
tution.
opposed these things these found a leader in Jackson. The former
took the name of " National Republicans." Adams was their candidate
After his defeat their chief leader was Clay, whom they nomiin 1828.
nated for President in 1831. Their opposition to Jackson drew to them
;

various elements and, as opponents of executive usurpation, the coali-

name of Whigs (1834). The Whig body always
formed rather a coalition than a party. They were united in opposition
to Jackson, but the Northern Whigs favored the U. S. Bank, a protective
In
tariff, etc., while the Southern Whigs were strict constructionists.

tion took the old

the election of 1836 these various elements supported various candidates.
In that of 1840 they united upon the "available" Harrison, and triumphantly elected him and Tyler in a campaign of unthinking en-
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Harrison died, and the Whigs quarreled violently -with

thusiasni.

In 1844 they nominated their real leader, Clay, who narrowly
missed election. The annexation of Texas and the Mexican War and
Tyler.

Wilmot proviso now brought

slavery to the front as the leading
This was fatal to the Whigs, for it was sure to divide
the Northern and the Southern Whigs. In 1848 they preserved themselves temporarily by passing over Clay and Webster and nominating a
military candidate, Taylor. He was elected.
But when similar tactics
were tried in 1852 (with Scott), the party was decisively defeated. It
was disintegrating because of its inability to maintain any opinion on
The Northern Whigs became Free-Soilers, and by 1856, Reslavery.
publicans the Southern Democrats. Many Whigs went temporarily
A small portion of them formed the Constiinto the American party.

the

issue of politics.

;

Union party, which nominated Bell and Everett
became sectional, and the Whig party ceased to exist.

tutional

Parties

in

i860.

Its chief

leaders were, beside those mentioned, in the North, Winthrop, Choate,

Weed and Greeley in the South, Mangum, Berrien, Forsyth,
Stephens, Toombs, Prentiss and Crittenden
in the West, McLean,
Seward,

;

;

Giddings,

Ewing and Corwiu.

Whipple, Abraham (1733-1819), of Rhode Island, commanded
the privateer " Gamecock " during the French War from 1759 to 1760.
He headed the expedition which burned the " Gaspe " in Narragansett
Bay in 1772. In 1775 he was placed in command of two Rhode Island
and fought one of the first naval engagements of the Revolution.
In 1776 he commanded the " Providence," which captured more prizes
than any other American vessel.
vessels

Whipple, Kdwin P.
periodicals.

nent

men were keen and

was a frequent contributor to
and his portraitures of emiHe was superintendent of the Mer-

(1819-1S86),

He was famous

as a lecturer,

critical.

from 1837 to i860. He wrote "RecollecRufus Choate," "Character and Characteristic Men,"
"Washington and the Principles of the Revolution," and "Outlooks
on Society, Literature and Politics."
chants'
tions

Exchange

in Boston

of

Whipple, Henry B., born in 1822, became Episcopal Bishop
He has attained great influence with the Indians

Minnesota in 1859.
the Northwest and

is

often consulted

by Government

of
of

authorities con-

cerning the " Indian problem."

Whipple, William

(i 730-1 785),

was a delegate from New Hampand 1778, and signed

shire to the Continental Congress in 1775, 1776
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the Declaration of Independence.
In 1777 he commanded a brigade at
Saratoga and Stillwater, and he participated in General Sullivan's

Rhode

Island campaign in 1778.

He was a member of the State Assem-

bly from 1780 to 1784, and Judge of

its

Supreme Court from

1782 to

1785.

Whisky

Insurrection, a revolt against the execution of a Federal
which came to a head in western Pennsylvania in August,
1794, and w-as suppressed the same year.
Scarcity of cash in the wild
districts of North Carolina, Virginia and Pennsylvania had made distillation the chief means of support among the mountaineers, whisky
excise law,

medium of exchange. The excise law was passed
March 3, 1791. During the next three years there were constant protests and insurrectionary mass meetings headed by one Bradford.
Wilbeing used as a

liam Findley, John Smilie and Albert Gallatin were the quieter leaders.
Revenue officers were tarred and feathered by Bradford and his followers, and there was a general state of lawless opposition despite
the
efforts of Findley and Gallatin.
In October, 1794, 15,000 militia were
ordered out by President Washington, and under General Henry Lee

marched into western Pennsylvania, and the revolt was promptly supBradford fled the country, but a number of the ringleaders
were arrested and imprisoned. The affair was important as exhibiting
the power of the new Federal Government.
pressed.

Whisky Ring,

the name applied to an association of revenue offiformed in St. Louis in 1872 to defraud the Government of the internal revenue tax on distilled liquors. By 1874 it had
cers

and

distillers,

spread into national proportions. Distillers were often forced to enter
the ring or expect ruin in their business. There were branches of the
ring at Chicago, Milwaukee, Peoria, Cincinnati and New Orleans, and an
agent at Washington to corrupt the Treasury agents. In 1874 about
$1,200,000 of taxes were unpaid.
In 1875, at the suggestion of Mr.
George Fishback, editor of the Sf. Lota's Democrat, the Secretary of

the Treasury appointed Mr. Myron Colony, of the Cotton Exchange, to
make a secret investigation of the frauds. Through his efforts indictments were brought agaisst 238 persons, and the Government was

shown

to have been defrauded of 11,650,000 in ten months. Among
those concerned was General Babcock, President Grant's private secretary, and many other Government officials, who were tried in
1876.

General Babcock was acquitted, but others were con\ncted, including
Joyce, McDonald, McKee and Maguire.

Whitcomb, James
24

(i 795-1852),

was Commissioner of the General
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Land

Office

to 1848,

from 1S36 to

1S41.

He was Governor

and represented Indiana

from 1849

of Indiana

in the U. S. Senate as a

from 1S43

Democrat

to 1852.

White, Andrew D., born

in 1832, was a member of the New York
from 1S63 to 1866. He was active in legislation for educational
improvements and the incorporation of Cornell University. He was
president of Cornell from 1867 to 1S85. He was one of the commissionHe was Minister to Germany from 1879
ers to San Domingo in 1S71.
Became Ambassador to Gerto 1881 and to Russia from 1892 to 1894.
many May, 1897. Delegate to the Peace Conference 1899.

vSenate

Hugh

I<. (i 773-1840), was a Justice of the Supreme Court
from 1801 to 1807, when he became a U. S. District Attorney. He was again a Judge of the State Supreme Court from 1809
He was a commissioner to adjust the claims of American
to 181 7.
He represented Tennessee in
citizens against Spain from 1820 to 1824.
the U. S. Senate as a Democrat from 1825 to 1835 and from 1836 to 1839.
He received the electoral votes of Tennessee and Georgia for President
of the United States in 1836, as a Whig.

White,

of Tennessee

White, John (1575-1648), English clergyman, was one of the
promoters of the Massachusetts colony. He established a colony of
Puritans at Dorchester in 1630.
Kentucky

in the U. S. Coii-

gress as a \Vhig from 1835 to 1845,

when he became

a district judge.

He was Speaker

1841 to 1843.

White, John

(1805-1845), represented
of the

White, Peregrine
first

House from

(1620-1704), son of one of the Pilgrims, was the
New England. He became a citizen of Mai'sh-

white child born in

field,

Mass., and filled several minor civil and military

White, Richard Grant

(1821-18S5),

critic,

offices.

was connected with the

He wrote patriotic
during the Rebellion. He published "Poetry,
Lyrical, Narrative and Satirical, of the Civil War," various literary
essa)'s and an edition of Shakespeare.

A'cziJ

York Courier and Enquirerirom. 1845

to 1859.

articles for periodicals

White, William (1748-1836), presided at the first American Episcopal Convention in 1785, and drafted the church constitution then
adopted. He was made bishop of Pennsylvania in 1786, one of the first
three American bishops.
1801.

He was

chaplain to Congress from 1787 to
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the President's house or executive mansion at WashWhite House " because it is painted white. The

ington, called the "

cornerstone -was laid in 1792, and President Adams was the first President who occupied the mansion.
It was completed in 1800.
When
the British held Washington for a single day in 1814, the White House
was burned together with the Capitol and other buildings. Congress
avithorized its restoration in 1S15, and it was again ready for occupation
in 181S and has been occupied by each successive President since that
time.
Its model was the house of the Duke of Leinster at Dublin.

White House, Va.

(near Mount Vernon). In the War of 1812
were erected at this point September i, 1814, to prevent the
British fleet from descending the Potomac.
This was successful for
.several days, but at last the fleet by a heavy bombardment forced the
Americans to retire.
batteries

White House (on the Pamunkey), Va., a battle of the Civil
War during Grant's expedition against Richmond. It occurred June
21, 1864, and the Confederates were defeated.
A small Federal force
held White House, and upon this Wade Hampton had contemplated an
attack with a strong

company

of Confederates, chiefly cavalry.

the assault was about to be begun, Sheridan,

who had been

Just as

absent on

an expedition against the Vv'est Virginia Central Railroad, came up with
He innnediately attacked Hampton's troops. These were
6,000 men.
utterly defeated and had to retreat with all possible haste. Sheridan
captured a considerable number of prisoners.

White I<eague, an organization formed in the South in 1874 to
check the growth of political power among the negroes.
White Oak Swamp, Va., a battle occurring inmiediately subsequent to the battle of vSavage's Station, June 30, 1862. Jackson, leading his own connnand and the brigades of A. P. Hill and Longstreet,
had been ordered to sweep aroimd the Chickaliominy River and destroy
the retreating Federals as they emerged from the swanjp. Finding the
bridge over this stream destroyed, he changed his course and pursued
them through the swamp. Upon arriving at the White Oak Swamp
bridge he found that demolished also. There he was met by Smith,

Richard.son and Naglee, and Ayres and Hazard of Franklin's Federal
These troops immediately offered battle. Hazard was mortally

brigade.

wounded and his force literally cut to pieces. Ayres and the others held
out for some time, but retired during the night, leaving 305 sick and
wounded.

ENCYCLOPEDIC DICTIONARY.

372

of

White Plains, Battle of, Octobci- 28, 1776.
New York, Howe attempted unsuccessful!)' to

After his occupation
break the blockade by

Washington at length
concentrated at White Plains and Howe tried an attack in front. He
succeeded in gaining an unimportant position, losing 229 men to the
enemies' 140. He was discouraged and fell back on Dobbs Ferry,
making a feint upon Fort Washington and Philadelphia.
getting in the rear of the American position.

On the 28th of October, 1777, the Amerand 13,000 strong, commanded respectively
by General Lee, Heath, Sullivan, and Lincoln met the English, under
Generals Howe and Knyphausen, at White Plains, New York. The
two armies were about equal in forces, but the Americans were intrenched and in the fii'st assault the British were beaten back. Tlie

White

ican

army

Plains, Battle

of.

in four divisions,

English, however, soon brought twenty field pieces into action

them a

distinct advantage,

and by use

of these the

that gave
Americans were
;

driven from Chatterton Hill. On the 30th Howe was reinforced and
Washington saw the necessity of retreating into New Jersey, which he

accomplished without disorder.

Whitefield, George (1714-1770), was influenced by Charles Wesley
and in 1738 made his first voyage to America.
He returned to England after a few months to obtain funds for building
an orphanage in Savannah, Ga. The orthodox churches were closed to
him, and he addressed vast assemblages in the open air. His eloquence
and graceful deliver^' exerted a powerful influence over his hearers. A
considerable sum was collected for his project. In 1740 he made a tour
through the colonies. He made seven visits to America, and had immense revivalist success.
to join the Methodists,

Whiting, William H. C. (i 825-1 865), commanded the Confederwhose arrival won the battle of Bull Run. He constructed
Fort Fisher and took command in 1864, defending it until 1865.

ate brigade

Whitman, Marcus (1802-1847), was sent to Oregon as a missionary
He reported to the U. S. Government the value of

phj'sician in 1836.

the then disputed territory.

His colonization

efforts did

much

to se-

cure that region for the United States.

Whitman, Walt

was noted for the originality of his
and style. He wrote " Leaves of
Grass," dealing with nineteenth-century American life, "Democratic
(1819-1892),

poetical writings, both as to thought

Vistas," etc.
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(1755-1825), of Connecticut, was the inventor of the
facilitated the preparation of cotton that it in-

which so

exportation from 189,500 pounds in 1791 to 41,000,000 pounds
In 1798 he estabUshed an arms factory near New Haven,
Conn., which was the first one in America. He suppHed the Government with arms of a superior quality.
creased
in

its

1S03.

in 1819, has

Whitney, Josiah D., born

made

valuable geological

surveys of Ohio, the Lake Superior region, Mississippi and California.
He became professor of geology at Harvard in 1865. Died 1896.

Whitney, William C, born
throw

of the

Tweed

ring in 1871.

in 1839,

He was

was prominent

in the over-

corporation counsel for

New

and from 18S0 to 1882. He has been active
the organization of the Democracy of New York. He was Secretary
the Navy in Cleveland's Cabinet from 1S85 to 1889.

York City

in 1875, 1876

Whitney, William D.

(1827-1894),

became professor

of

of Sanskrit

Yale College in 1854 and of comparative philology in 1870.
president of the American Oriental Society from 1884 to 1894.
editor-in-chief of the " Century Dictionary."
in

in

He was
He was

Whittier, John G. (1807-1892), poet, was a member of the Massachusetts Legislature from 1835 to 1836. He was appointed secretary of
the American Anti-Slavery Society in 1836. He edited the Pennsylvatiia
Freeman from 1838 to 1839. He contributed editorials to the National
Era, a Washington anti-slavery paper, from 1847 to 1859. With the exception of Longfellow he was the most popular American poet. He
was a Quaker, and a man of philanthropic spirit. Prominent among
his works are " Legends of New England " and " Snowbound."

Wicker, I^ambert (1735-177S), was one of the first naval officers
appointed in the Revolution. He conveyed Franklin to France in 1776
He captured fourteen British vessels in five days.
in the "Reprisal."
Wickliffe, Charles A. (1788-1869), represented Kentucky in the
He was Postmaster-

U. S. Congress as a Democrat from 1823 to 1833.
General in Tyler's Cabinet from 1841 to 1845.

a political division of the Republican party, organpromote the election of Lincoln one of the first organizations of uniformed torchlight-parade enthusiasts in American politics.

Wide-Awakes,

ized in i860 to

Wigglesworth, Michael

;

(1631-1705),

came

to

America from Eng-
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land in 1638. He was a pastor in Maiden, Mass., from 1657 to 1705.
He wrote "The Day of Doom," a famous Puritan poem which passed

through ten editions.

Wilde, Richard H. (17S9-1S47), represented Georgia in the U. S.
Congress as a Democrat from 1S15 to 1817 and from 1S27 to 1835. He
composed the popular song, My Life is Like the Summer Rose.
'

'

'

Wilderness, The, Va.,

a bloody

and irregular

fight during the

War between the Army of the Totomac, 118,000 strong, under
Grant, and the Army of Northern Virginia, numbering about 61,000
Civil

The battle occurred March 6 and 7, 1864.
Grant's lieutenants were Meade, Burnside and Hancock Lee's were
Ewell, A. P. Hill, Stuart and Longstreet. The Wilderness is an almost
impenetrable waste of forest and underbrush, and in this the ConfederGrant's army crossed the Rapidan River on pontoons
ates were posted.

Confederates, under Lee.

;

the night of March 5. Grant had planned to attack the Confederates,
but Lee anticipated him, beginning the fight early March 6. Hancock's
and Burnside's corps were hurried to the front. All day the fight continued. Artillery and cavalry were useless in the dense brush, so the
fighting was confined to musketry at close range. The night was spent

by both armies in constructing intrenchments. Early the next morning
Lee feigned an attack upon the Union left, not wishing to make the
Hancock was ordered
battle general until Longstreet should come up.
About midday Longstreet
to assault Lee's right, which was weakest.
At night
arrived, but was soon wounded by his own men by mistake.
the battle was undecided. Both sides lost heavily. Grant withdrew,

and

shifted his general line of attack.

Wilkes, Charles

(1798-1S77), an

American naval

officer,

was

lieu-

tenant and commander of the squadron which in 1S3S-1S42 sailed on an
exploring expedition through the Pacific, along its American coast and
He became captain in 1855. While in comin the antarctic regions.
mand of the "San Jacinto," November 8, 1861, he stopped the British
ship " Trent," and took the Confederate commissioners. Mason and
This celebrated "Trent Affair," which nearly involved the
Slidell.
United States in war with Great Britain, brought to Wilkes the thanks

Navy Department, approval of Congress and popular praise, but
was disavowed by the Government. He commanded the James River
squadron, was commodore in 1862, was retired in 1864, and made a rearadmiral on the retired list.
of the

Wilkins, William

(1779-1865), represented Pennsylvania in the
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U. S. Senate as a Democrat from 1S31 to 1S34 and in the U. vS. Congress
He was Secretary of War in Tyler's Cabinet from
1S44.

from 1842 to
1844 to 1845.

Wilkinson, James

(1757-1S25), served in the Revohitionary

War

and brigadier-general and Secretary of the Board of
War. In 1 794 he commanded the right wing under Wayne in his victory
over the Indians. Made general of the army in 1796, he was stationed
For
in the West, and was Governor of Louisiana Territory 1805-1806.
intrigues with Burr and Spain he was court-martialed in 181 1, but acIn the War of 1812 he was a majorquitted, though not innocent.
He
general, but his efforts on the northern frontier ended in a fiasco.
was discharged from the army in 1815.
as adjutant-general

Wilkinson, John, born in 1821, commanded the Confederate ram
" Louisiana " at New Orleans in 1862. He ran a regular blockade runner from Wilmington to Bermuda in 1863. In 1864 he destroyed
merchant vessels with the " Chickamauga."
Willard, Emma (1787-1870), founded the Troy Female Seminary
which she conducted till 1838. She is considered the pioneer
in the higher education of women in America. She wrote many popular
in 1821,

school books.

Willard, Frances E. (1839-1898), has been prominent in reform
movements. She was president of the Women's Christian Temperance
Union since 1879 until her death. She became editor of the Chicago
Evenitig Post in 1879.

Willcox, Orlando B., born

in 1823,

commanded

a brigade at Bull

led a division at Antietam and vSouth Mountain and a corps
He conmianded a division during the Richmond
at Fredericksburg.

Run.

He

campaign from 1864
Willett,

to 1865.

Marinus

(1740-1830), of

tions against Fort Ticonderoga

New

York, served in the expediHe defended Fort

and Fort Frontenac.

Stanwix against the Tories and Indians in 1777.
forces in the Mohawk Valley from 1780 to 1783.

He commanded

the

William III. 1650-1702), King of Great Britain from 1689 to 1702
(William and Mary king and queen 16S9-1694), attempted in October,
1692, a union of the American colonies for the purpose of carrying on
his war with the French. To this end a requisition was made on each
colony north of the Carolinas for a fixed quota of men and money for
(
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York, " the outgiiard of his Majesty's neighboring
This is memorable as the first form of British
regulation of the colonies after the revolution of 1688. William proposed

the defense of

New

plantations in America."

James II. for consolidating the colonies. In
William appointed a board of commissioners for trade and
plantations, which had a general supervision of the colonies till 1768.
to follow the policy of

May,

1696,

"William and Mary, College of, was founded at Williamsburg,
upon the basis of a charter granted by King William and
Queen Mary. Next to Harvard it is the oldest of American colleges.
In colonial times it was of gieat importance. JefFerson, Monroe and

Va., in 1693,

Marshall studied here.

The Revolution, the removal

Richmond, the foundation

1862, the destruction of the college buildings
its

prosperity.

It

of the capital to

and

finally, in

soldiers,

destroyed

of the University of Virginia,

has lately taken a

new

by Union

lease of

life.

"William Hetiry, Fort, erected on the shores of Lake George in
during the French and Indian Wars by General Johnson, who

1755,

the English and Continental troops in New York.
expeditions were sent out against the Canadian
border. In 1757 a French expedition against it, under Vaudreuil and
Rigaud, failed. The garrison, however, was in a wretched disorganized
condition. The fort was again attacked in 1757 by a strong French and

then

commanded

During two

j'ears

Indian force under General Montcalm. The latter besieged and bombarded it for several days, but Colonel Munro, the commanding officer,
refused to surrender. Finally the fortifications were carried by storm,
the fort was captured,

and the

many

rest piirsued to Fort

murdered by the Indians,
Edward, on the Hudson.

of the garrison

"Williams, Alpheus S. (1810-1878), commanded a corps at South
Mountain, Antietam and Gettysburg and during Sherman's march to
the sea. He represented Michigan in the U. S. Congress as a Democrat
from 1875 to 1878.
"Williams, David (i 754-1831), served under Montgomery in the
Canadian campaign from 1775 to 1776. He was one of the captors of
Major Andr^, with John Paulding and Isaac Van Wat.
"Williams, Kphraim (1715-1755), of Massachusetts, Colonel, served
Canada in the French War from 1740 to 1748. He erected Fort Massachusetts in 1 75 1.
He bequeathed funds for founding William College,
which was chartered in 1793.
in

"Williams, George H., born in

1823,

was a

District

Judge in Iowa
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1S52.
He was Cliief Justice of Oregon Territory from 1853
and represented Oregon in the U. S. Senate as a Republican
from 1865 to 1871. He was a member of the joint commission that
arranged the Treaty of Washington in 1871. He was Attorney-General
in Grant's Cabinet from 1S72 to 1875.

from 1S47 to

to 1857,

•

Williams, James D. (1808-1880), was almost continuously a member of the Indiana Legislature from 1843 to 1874. He represented
Indiana in the U. S. Congress as a Democrat from 1875 to 1876, and was
Governor of Indiana from 1876 to 1880. He was a member of the State
Board of Agriculture for seventeen years, and its president four years.
He greatly improved educational facilities.

became pastor at Deerfield, Mass., in
away captive to Montreal by Indians with his
He wrote " The Redeemed Captive," a very popular

Williams, John
1686.

He was

(1644-1729),

carried

family in 1704.
account of his experiences.

William.s, Jonalfiian (1750-1815), was secretary to Benjamin
Franklin in France from 1777 to 1785. He was chief engineer of the
U. S. army from 1805 to 181 2, and planned and constructed Forts
Columbus, Clinton and William, in New York harbor.

Williams, Roger (born about 1599, died 1683), founder of Rhode
was graduated at Pembroke College, Cambridge, England. He
took orders, but soon became a Nonconformist. In 1631 he came to
Massachusetts, and was an assistant pastor in Plymouth and Salem.
In 1634 he became pastor in Salem. His opinions on civil and eccleIsland,

matters did not meet with approval. He withdrew from the
Church in 1635 was summoned before the General Court and expelled
from the colony. In January, 1636, he left Salem and founded Providence the same year, establishing friendly ifelations with the Indians.
He formed a Baptist church in 1639, but soon withdrew from it. Visiting England he obtained a charter for the colony in 1644. He was at
one time president of the colon}', was engaged in various religious controversies and exerted his influence generally in favor of toleration and
peace with the Indians. Rhode Lsland's religious freedom was due to
siastical

;

him.

Williams, Samuel Wells (1812-1884), went to China as printer to
He was U. S. Secretary of I^egation
the American Mission in 1833.
and interpreter in China from 1855 to 1876, and Charge d'Affaires nine
times.
He wrote " The Middle Kingdom," a standard book on China,
and became professor

of Chinese at Yale College.
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Williams, Thomas, General, commanded the post of Baton Rouge,
when in August, 1862, it was attacked by a strong force under

La.,

General

J.

C. Breckenridge.

the Twenty-first Indiana

In a desperate struggle lasting two hours

Regiment

lost

all

its

field-officers,

seeing

which

General Williams placed himself at their head, and while
the men were cheering his gallant action a bullet passed through his
heart and he fell dead. The line then fell back, but the Confederates
were too sorely smitten to follow up their advantage and retired.

Williams, William (i 731-18 11), accompanied Colonel Williams*
expedition to Lake George in 1755. He was a member of the Connecticut

Assembly

forty years.

more than fifty j-ears and a judge of probate for
represented Connecticut in the Continental Congress

for

He

from 1776 to 1777 and from 1783 to
Independence.

1784,

and signed the Declaration

of

Williams College, Williamstown, Mass., was first started as a free
school in 1791, and incorporated as a college two years later. Dr.
Mark Hopkins was its most famous president. At different times it has
received aid from the State, the last being a gift of |75,ooo, given in
1868.

Williamsburg, Va., formerly capital of the colony, was built under
an act of the Colonial Legislature of 1699. The city received a charter
in 1722.
In 1780 the seat of government was removed to Richmond.
A battle between the Union and Confederate forces occurred here May 6,
1862. It was a nine hours' engagement between the rear columns of Magruder's army, retreating from Yorktown, and Hooker's division of McClellan's army, at the opening of the Peninsular campaign.
Magruder
had been reinforced from Johnston's army. Hooker had been sent in
pursuit of the retreating Confederates, and he overtook them at
Williamsburg. Longstreet's division had already passed the town, but
returned. Hooker held his ground bravely, but was compelled to retreat before such odds.
Williamson, Hugh (1735-1819), while in London in 1774, was
examined before the Privy Council regarding the Boston Tea Partv.
He was a delegate from North Carolina to the Continental Congress ir*
He was a member of the convention that framed
1784, 1785 and 1786.
the Federal Constitution in 1787. He represented North Carolina in the
U. S. Congress as a Federalist from 1790 to 1793. He wrote a " History
of North Carolina."
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Willich, August (1S10-1S7S), came

to America from Germany in
regiment from 186 1 to 1862. He led
a urigade at Chickamauga, in the Atlanta campaign and in Sherman's
1853.

He commanded a German

march tG the

sea.

Willing, Thomas (1731-1821), was head of the firm of Willing
and Morris [Robert Morris] from 1754 to 1793, which was an agent of
Congress during the Revolution. He repre.sented Pennsylvania in the
Continental Congress from 1775 to 1776. He was the first president of
the U. S.

Bank

in 1791.

Willis, Nathaniel P. (1806-1867), poet, was connected with the
1823 to 1842, and the Home Journal from
Scenery of the United States and Canada,"

New York Mirror from
1848 to 1867. He wrote "
etc.

Wilmington,
now

Del., was originally settled by Swedes, who at Chrisa part of the city of Wilmington, established the first
Swedish colony in America, April, 1638. The town, /. ^., its central
tiana Creek,

was founded in
became a city in 1832.

portion,
It

1732,

and incorporated

as a

borough

in 1740.

Wilmington, N. C, was founded in 1733. This town was wrested
from the Confederates and occupied by the Federal troops 20,000
strong, under Schofield, February 22, 1865.
The actual capture of the
town itself was accomplished without bloodshed. Its protecting fortifications, Forts Fisher and Anderson, had been captured January 15 and
February 18 respectively. After the Confederates Bragg and Hoke,
who had held Fort Anderson with 6,000 men, abandoned that stronghold, they retreated, February 20, through Wilmington, burning the
steamers, cotton, naval and military stores, to prevent their falling into
the hands of the Federals. On February 22, therefore, the town was
occupied by Schofield without opposition.
Wilmot, David (1814-1868), represented Pennsylvania in the
U. S. Congress as a Democrat from 1845 to 1851. He was author of the
*' Wilmot Proviso,"
providing that slavery be excluded from territory
to be purchased from Mexico in 1846.
He was president judge of the
Thirteenth District of Pennsylvania from 1853 to 1861. He presided
over the Republican Convention of i860, and served in the U. S. Senate
as a Republican from 1861 to 1863, when he became Judge of the U. S.
Court of Claims.

Wilmot

Proviso.

August

8, 1846,

President Polk, in a

special
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for the adjustment of a boundpurchase of Mexican territory outside
A bill appropriating $2,000,000 was at once introduced into
of Texas.
the House. David Wilmot, a Democrat, of Pennsylvania, proposed as
" provided
an amendment the since famous "Wilmot Proviso," which

message

to Congress, requested "

ary with Mexico,

'

'

that

is,

mouey

for the

that neither slavery nor involuntary servitude shall ever exist in any
part of said territory, except for crime, whereof the party shall first be

duly convicted."

The

bill

thus amended passed the House, but failed

^January 4, 1847, a bill appropriating 13,000,000 instead
It passed the House with
of §2,000,000 was proposed by Preston King.
the proviso attached, but the latter was dropped in the Senate. For a
number of years the Wilmot Proviso was brought up and debated whenever new territories were to be organized. It was discussed in the case
of Oregon, California, Utah and New Mexico, b\it was not finally established until June 9, 1861, when Congress passed an act prohibiting
"slavery in any territories of the United States now existing, or which
may be hereafter formed or acquired."

in the Senate.

Wilson, Alexander

(1766-1813), naturalist,

came

to

America from

Scotland in 1794. He made a valuable collection of American birds and
published nine volumes of an "American Ornithology." He enjoyed
considerable reputation as a poet.

Wilson, Henry (February

16,

1812— November

22,

1875), Vice-

President of the United States, was born in New Hampshire. He
was in his early life a farmer, and a shoemaker in Natick, Mass. He
was a Whig member of the Massachusetts Legislature, but renounced
the Whig policy at the convention of 1848, and aided in forming the
In 1853 he was the defeated Free-Soil candidate for
Governor. A coalition of parties sent him to the U. S. Senate in 1855,
and he was continued there by Republican votes until 1873. Senator
Wilson was one of the principal opponents of slavery. During the war
he was chairman of the Committee on Military Affairs. When President
Grant was renominated in 1872, Senator Wilson received the second
place on the ticket. They carried the country, and Wilson was VicePresident 1873-1875. He wrote various historical works, chief of which
is " Rise and Fall of the Slave Power," in three volumes.

Free-Soil party.

Wilson, James (1742-1798), an American statesman, was born in
Scotland, received a university education, and emigrated to Pennsylvania in 1766. He became an able lawyer, and was a delegate to the
Continental Congress.

He

signed the Declaration of Independence,
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and was one of the signers who also sat in the Federal Convention of
17S7. Of this body he was one of the foremost members, and was on the
Committee which drafted the Constitution. On him fell the burden of
defense in the ensuing ratifying convention of Pennsylvania. In
1789 he was appointed by Washington an Associate Justice of the U. S.
Supreme Court.
its

WilsoM, James F., born in 1828, represented Iowa in the U. S.
Congress as a Republican from 1861 to 1869. He was chairman of the
Judiciary Committee from 1863 to 1869. He became a U. S. Senator in
18S3.
His present term expires in 1895. Died 1895.

Wilson, James, born in 1835 in Scotland, member of Iowa State
member of Congress 1879 ^o 1S85, appointed Secretary of

Legislature,

Agriculture in 1897.

Wilson, James H., born

He

in 1837, ser\-ed at Fort Pulaski in 1862.

He captured
took Jefferson Davis

led a division at the Wilderness and Petersburg.

Selma, Montgomery, Columbus and Macon.

He

prisoner in 1865.

Wilson, John (1588-1667), clergyman, came to America from England with the Puritans in 1630, and organized the first church in Boston,
of

which he was pastor

till

1667.

born in 1843, ^^s represented West Virginia
Democrat since 1883. He was a prominent
member of the Ways and Means Committee that prepared the tariff
bill of 1888, and as chairman of that committee in 1893 prepared the
new tariff bill of that year. Became Postmaster-General in Cleveland's
Cabinet February, 1895. Chosen President of Washington and Lee

Wilson, William

I/.,

in the U. S. Congress as a

University in 1898.

Wilson, Woodrow, born in 1856, professor at Princeton College,
has become prominent for his writings upon political science. He wrote
" Congressional Government, a Study in American Politics," and "The
State " also a historical book, " Division and Reunion, 1830-1880."
;

Wilson's and Kautz's Raid, Va., an expedition against the
Confederate railroads and storehouses south of Richmond during Grant's
campaign against that city, June 22-30, 1864. Wilson and Kautz, commanding 7,000 cavalry troops from the Army of the Potomac and the

Army

of the James, succeeded in destroying several miles of the

Weldon
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Railroad, a number of depots on the South Side Road and twenty-five
miles of the Danville Road. They also attempted to dislodge Fitzhugh
Lee from Roanoke Bridge, but failed.

Wilson's Creek, Mo. The Federal leaders, Lyon and Sigel, were
here defeated with great loss by McCuUoch and his Missouri and Arkansas volunteers, August lo, 1861. Lyon was killed and Sigel was comLyon had come upon the Confederates
pelled to retreat to Springfield.
by night, hoping

to surprise them.

The plan was well executed, but

the disparity of force was too great, his army numbering only some
In
5,000 men, while that of McCulloch was considerably over 12,000.
this fight the Federals lost over 1,200 men, and the Confederates, though
victorious, likewise sustained

heavy

Wilson's I^anding, Va., an

casualties.

outpost of General Butler's

Army

of

the James in 1864. It was held by Wild with two colored regiments.
May 24, Fitzhugh Lee's cavalry charged the post, but were defeated and

driven back.

Winchell, Alexander
ogy and botany

made

(1824-1891), was professor of geology, zoolMichigan from 1S55 to 1873. He

at the University of

valuable geological investigations in Michigan and Minnesota,
several popular works on geology and paleontology.

and wrote

Winchester, James (1752-1826), serv^ed in
He was made commander of Fort Wayne in

army.

Maumee Rapids

the

Revolutionary

1812.

He

fortified

He was

defeated by a superior force of British and Indians under Colonel Proctor at Raisin River in 18 13.
in 1813.

Here occurred, during the Civil War, three
Jackson, having evacuated Winchester,
where he had been stationed, marched up the valley to be in easy communication with Johnston's army. Learning that Shields, weakened
by the withdrawal of part of his force, was pursuing him, Jackson determined to engage that general. He commanded 10,000 Confederates,
while Shields had 7,000 Federals. However, the latter concealed his
true strength by feigning retreat. The battle took place just outside

Winchester, Va.
March

sharp battles.

11, 1862,

of Winchester, Shields holding a strong position.

—Again,

The Confederates

June 15, 1863, the Federal leader,
Milroy, lay encamped near Winchester with about 7,000 troops. Hooker
was following Lee, who was then supposed to be marching on Washington.
Ewell and Longstreet, leading 18,000 Confederates, came upon
Milroy as they were hastening to join Lee. Milroy, ignorant of their

suffered a severe defeat.
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numbers, held his post until it was too late to retreat.
The Confedas best he could, but in vain.
Part of his army
erate lines closed around him, defeating him utterly.
escaped to Harper's Ferry and part fled into Pennsylvania. Twentynine guns and 4,000 prisoners were captured. Also during Early's raid
through the Shenandoah Valley part of his army encountered near
Winchester, July 12, 1864, a small force of Federals under Gen'superiority in

Then he defended himself

—

The battle did not last long, for Averell was greatly outnumbered. He was easily defeated, losing three guns and about 400
men. Early then marched on Chambersburg, Pa. In 1864, while
Sheridan, commanding 40,000 Federals, and Early with nearly as large
an army of Confederates, were maneuvering around Winchester, an engagement occurred near that town, in which the Confederates were deThe battle occurred
feated, Sheridan capturing nearly 25,000 prisoners.
September 19, and is sometimes called the battle of Opequon, from
Early's position along the banks of that creek. The Federals opened
the fight by charging upon and breaking Early's first line. This attack
was repelled, but, being struck upon the flank, the Confederates gave
way and fled in confusion to Winchester.
eral Averell.

—

Winder, Jolin H.

(1800-1865), served with distinction at ContreChurubusco, Chapultepec and the City of Mexico. He entered the
Confederate service and was commandant at Libby Prison, Belle Isle
and Andersonville. He is charged with extreme cruelt}-.
ras,

Winder, William H.
Canada below Fort Erie

in

(1775-1824), led a successful expedition into
His brigade repelled the British at1812.

He was
and was disastrously defeated.

tack at Stony Creek in 181 3.
1814,

in

command

at Bladensburg in

Windom, William (1827-1891), represented Minnesota in the U.S.
Congress as a Republican from 1859 to 1869. He served in the U. S.
Senate from 1870 to 1881. He was Secretary of the Treasury in Garfield's Cabinet in 1881, again a U. S. Senator from 1881 to 1883, and
Secretary of the Treasury in Harrison's Cabinet from 1889 to 1891.
Windsor, Conn., was permanently
setts settlers.

A

settled in 1636 by Massachu" trading house " was erected here by William Holmes

and several associates for the Plymouth Colonj' in 1633. Windsor was
one of the three towns which, in 1639, united in framing the " Fundamental Orders" of Connecticut.

Winebrenner, Jolin

(1797-1860), seceded from the

German Re-
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formed Cliurch in Pennsylvania and founded a sect called the " Winebrennerians " in 1830. Their distinctive ordinances are baptism by
immersion, washing of feet and the Lord's Supper.
Witxebrentieriatis (Church of God), a denomination organized in
1830 by Rev. John Winebrenner, of Harrisburg, Pa., in order to advocate a more intense Christian life. They have a church government
like that of the Presbyterians and hold views like those, partly of the
Baptists, partly of the Methodists.

"Wines, ISnoch C. (1S06-1879), was prominent in the reform of
penal institutions throughout the world. He secured the assembling
of the first National Prison Congress in 1S70, and was its secretary from
1870 to 1879.

"Wingfield, Edward Maria, was active in colonizing Virginia
under the patent of 1606. He came to Virginia from England in 1607.
He was named first president of the colony, but was deposed in 1608.
He wrote a " Discourse of Virginia."

Winnebagoes, a tribe of Dakota Indians, migrated east early, but
were forced back to Green Bay. Early in the seventeenth century an
alliance of tribes attacked and greatly reduced them.
Later they were
nearly exterminated by the Illinois. They joined with the French,
and in the Revolution favored the English. They were also active in
the Indiaij War of 1793-4, being reduced by Wayne. In 1S12 they
were friendly to the English. In 1816 they made a treaty of peace.
Treaties in 1826 and 1827 fixed their boundaries. In 1829 they ceded
large tracts of land. They made subsequent treaties and were removed
from place to place until in 1S66 they were given lands at Winnebago,
Nebraska.

Winslow, ISdward (1595-1655), one of the Pilgrim leaders, joined
Robinson's congregation at Leyden in 1617, and was one of the prominent members of the "Mayflower" band. He was the diplomatist
and commercial head of the colony. The first year he negotiated a
He
lasting treaty with Massasoit, whose life he saved two years later.
conducted an exploring expedition into the interior, and visited England several times in the interests of the settlement. Winslow was
often chosen assistant, and was three times Governor. In 1633 he
dispatched a vessel up the Connecticut, whose crew built a house on the
site of

Hartford, in rivalry with the Dutch claims.

colony in the

New England

He

represented his

Confederation, and by Cromwell was
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appointed head commissiouer of an expedition against tlie Spanish
West Indies, which was, however, unsuccessful Winslow died during
He wrote a historical work, the "Relation" or "Good
its course.
Newes from New England," and several religious works, " Hypocrisie
;

Unmasked,"

etc.

Wmslow, Jolan (1702-1774), of Massachusetts, was a member of
the unsuccessful British expedition against Cuba in 1740. He executed
the order for removing the Acadians from their homes in 1755. He
men against the French in 1756 and took command
Henry. He was a major-general in the Kennebec
expedition against the French from 175S to 1759. He became Chief
Justice of the Court of Common Pleas in Plymouth County in 1762.
He was prominent in the Stamp-Act troubles. He founded the town of
commanded

8,000

of Fort William

Winslow, Maine, in

1766.

Winslow, John A. (1811-1873), of Massachusetts, entered the U. S.
navy in 1827. He served with distinction during the Mexican War.
While commanding the "Kearsarge," of seven guns and 163 men, he
won a brilliant victory over the " Alabama," Captain Semmes, of eight
guns and 149 men. The engagement lasted about an hour, at the end
of which the "Alabama" sank. The "Alabama" lost forty killed,
seventy taken prisoners, and thirty-nine escaped on the British yacht
" Deerhound." The " Kearsarge " lost three men wounded, of whom
one died. This was the most noted engagement between two vessels
during the war.

Winslow, Josiah (1629-1680), was an " assistant " in the Plj'mouth
colony from 1657 to 1673. Was one of the commissioners of the United
Colonies from 1658 to 1672, and became commander of the Plymouth
He was Governor of the Plymouth colony from 1673 to
forces in 1659.
1680, and was elected general-in-chief of all the forces of the United
Colonies in 1675.

Winsor, Justin, born

in

183 1, was superintendent of the Boston

Public Library from 1868 to 1878, when he became librarian of Harvard
University. He has written much upon American history, and has
edited the co-operative works, "Memorial Historj^ of Boston" and
"Narrative and Critical History of America." He wrote a " Reader's
Handbook of the American Revolution " and numerous bibliographies ;
also,

"Christopher Columbus" and

Died

1897.

Wintermoot House, Wyoming
25

"From

Cartier to Frontenac."

Valley,

Pennsylvania, was

the
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scene of a terrible massacre by Indians July 3, 177S. The house was
fortified and held by a force of British and Indians under command of
Colonel John Butler. Colonel Zebulon Butler collected a small band of
patriot soldiers and citizens with which he attempted to surprise the
place.

Report of his plans, however, had preceded him and he found

the Tories ready to receive him. A desperate battle ensued, in which
the Americans Avere badly beaten, and when they retreated in rout the

Indians fell upon and slaughtered nearly the entire company. In less
than an hour two hundred and twenty -five scalps were in the hands of
the savages.

—

Wintlirop, John (January 22, 1588 March 26, 1649), one of the
and historians of New England, was born near Groton,
He was educated at Trinity College, Cambridge, and bein England.
came a justice of the peace and attorney. His sympathies were with
the Parliamentary opposition to the Stuart policy, and in 1629 he was
chosen Governor of Massachusetts. He arrived in Salem in the summer of 1630, and soon proceeded to the site of Boston. He continued

chief founders

In the short following period, when
Vane was Governor, and the Anne Hutchinson controversy was the
burning question, Winthrop opposed Vane. He was Governor again
from 1637 to 1640 and from 1646 until his death. No name stands
higher among the colonists in respect to ability and character combined. Governor Winthrop wrote a valuable journal of events in the
colony, published by Savage under the title "History of New England." His " Life and Letters " were edited by R. C. Winthrop.
as the chief magistrate until 1634.

Winthrop, John

He was an
He went

came

to MassaMassachuto England in 1634 and

(1606-1676), son of the preceding,

chusetts from England in 1631.

assistant of the

colony from 1631 to 1649.
obtained a commission to build a fort at the mouth of the Connecticut
In 1646 he founded what is now New London, and became a
River.
Connecticut magistrate in 1650. He was elected Governor of Connecticut in 1657, and held office till his death, except one year. In 1663 he
obtained a charter from Charles 11. uniting the colonies of Connectisetts

cut and

New

Haven.

Winthrop, John (Fitz-John) (1639-1707), son of John Winthrop
the younger, was a highlj^ eflacient agent of the Connecticut colony in
London from 1693 to 1697. He was Governor of Connecticut from 1698
to 1707.

Winthrop, Robert C, bom

in

1809, a

descendant of Governor
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graduated at Harvard in 1S28. He was a Whig in poliof the Massachusetts House of Representatives.
P'rom 1841 to 1850 he represented his State in the lower House of Congress, where he acquired a reputation as a debater and orator.
He was
Speaker of the House in 1847-1849, and was defeated in 1849 for re-elec-

Winthrop,

tics,

wr.s

and was Speaker

tion to the chair.

In 1850-1S51 he was U. S. Senator, but a coalition of
Democrats and Free-Soilers defeated him. The same year he failed as
a Whig candidate for Governor. Winthrop received a plurality of
votes, but as the law then required a majority the choice went to the
Legislature, where he was beaten.
Mr. Winthrop has long been noted
as a classic orator, particularly on historical themes.
His addresses on
anniversary occasions, as at the Yorktown Centennial in 1881, were
greatly admired.

He

died

Winthrop, Theodore
Butler at Fort Monroe.

November

17, 1894.

(1S28-1S61), was military secretary to General
aided in planning the attack on Little and

He

Great Bethel, where he was
wide attention.

killed.

His posthumous novels attracted

Wirt, William (1772-1S34), a Cabinet officer, and one of the ablest
and most eloquent lawyers in the country. He was a Virginian and sat
at one time in the State House of Delegates, but aside from that office
he was not active in political life. One of his most celebrated
speeches was that delivered in 1807 in the prosecution of Aaron Burr.
From 1817 until 1829 Wirt was Attorney-General of the United States.
In 1832 he was the Anti-Masonic candidate for President, and received
seven electoral votes.

Even

were his "Letters of the
Henry."

better
British

known than
Spy" and

and essays
"Life of Patrick

his addresses

his

Wisconsin, a State of the Union, was the last State to be formed
from the "Old Northwest." It was early explored by Nicolet, La
Salle and French traders, who made the first settlement at Green Bay in
In 1763 the treaty of Paris gave the territory to the English,
1639.
under whose jurisdiction it remained until 1796, when it was ceded to
the United States. In 1836 it was formed into a separate territory, and
included besides its present area the present territory of Iowa and Minnesota and parts of the Dakotas. May 29, 1848, the State was finally
admitted into the Union. The State was Democratic in national politics until 1856, when it was carried by the Republicans as at every subsequent Presidential election until 1892. In 1872 the Graham liquor
law was passed requiring a license for the sale of liquor and a bond for
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damages from its sale. In 1874 the Potter law fixed the
and freight. In 1890 the Democrats elected
the Governor, and in 1892 the Presidential electors. The present Constitution dates from 1848. The population of the State in 1850 was 305,391

payment

of

aii)'

railroad lates for passengers

;

in 1890, 1,686,880.

Wisconsin, Historical Society of, founded in 1849 and reorganIt has published several volumes of collections, and has
ized in 1854.
formed a large library.

Wisconsin, University of, at Madison, was incorporated in 1838,
but not organized till 1S48. Grants of land from the nation and State
Besides its college course it
aid have placed it upon a firm foundation.
has a department of law, founded in 1863, and colleges of mechanics
and

agriculture.

Wise, Henry A.

(1806-1876), represented Virginia In the U. S.

Congress as a Democrat from 1833 to 1843, but supported the Whig
party in opposition to Jackson's bank policy. He was Minister to BraHe was elected Governor of Virginia in 1856,
zil from 1844 to 1847.
after a severe struggle with the Know-nothings, whom he denounced as
abolitionists in disguise.

He

During his administratill 1859.
As a member of the Virginia Con-

served

John Brown's raid.
1861 he labored for

tion occurred

He led a Confederate
conciliation.
brigade in the Kanawha Valley and defended Roanoke Island. He
wrote a book of political history called "Seven Decades of the Union."

vention in

Wisner, Henry (i 725-1 790), was a delegate from New York to the
Continental Congress from 1774 to 1776. He rendered valuable service
He opposed the
to the patriot cause in the manufacture of munitions.
adoption of the Constitution as creating too centralized a government.
Witchcraft. The early New Englanders believed that human
beings could, by compact with evil spirits, obtain power to suspend the
laws of nature and thus injure their fellows. In 1671 Samuel Willard,
a minister of Massachusetts, proclaimed that a woman of his congregation, Knapp by name, was bewitched, though her insanity was clearly
proven. Between 1684 and 1693 more than 100 persons were tried and
convicted of witchcraft and many of them were hanged. Special courts
were appointed by Governor Phipps for the trial of witches. Witnesses
were frequently guilty of open perjury, for the charge of witchcraft
soon came to be used as a means of striking a private enemy. The
witchcraft epidemic was especially prevalent at Salem, where a number
of persons professed themselves bewitched and singled out those who
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Educated men like Increase Mather finally beIn 1693 the superstition began to weaken chiefly through
the writings and protests of Thomas Brattle and Robert Calef, of BosThe same belief prevailed elsewhere at that time.
ton.

had bewitched them.
lieved in

it.

Witherspoon, John (1722-1794), came to America from Scotland
He was a
in 1768 to accept the presidency of Princeton College, N. J.
prominent patriot at the beginning of the Revolution, and did much to
influence the Scotch

and Scotch-Irish

to defend the patriot cause.

He

from 1776 to 1779 and from
1780 to 1783. He signed and strongly advocated the Declaration of Independence, and signed the Articles of Confederation. He wrote
" Considerations on the Nature and Extent of the Legislative Authority

was a member

of the Continental Congress

of the British Parliament."

Wolcott, Oliver (i 726-1797), was a member of the Connecticut
Executive Council from 1774 to 1786. He was Commissioner of Indian
He was a delegate from
Affairs for the Northern Department in 1775.
Connecticut to the Continental Congress from 1776 to 1778, and signed
the Declaration of Independence. He was placed in command of fourteen Connecticut regiments which he organized for the defense of New
York. He led a brigade under General Gates at Saratoga. He served
in Congress from 1780 to 1784, and was Lieutenant-Governor of Connecticut from 1786 to 1796, when he became Governor.
Wolcott, Oliver (1760-1833), was comptroller of public accounts of
the United States from 1788 to 1789, auditor of the U. S. Treasury from
1789 to 1791, and Comptroller from 1791 to 1795. He was Secretary of
the Treasury in the Cabinets of Washington and Adams from 1795 to

He was
1801, but opposed Adams' policy, being guided by Hamilton.
a U. S. Circuit Judge from iSoi to 1802, and Governor of Connecticut
from

181 7 to 1827.

James (1727-1759), one of the chief heroes in the " expanEngland," entered the army at an early age and fought in the
war of the Austrian Succession and against the rising of the Young
Pretender in 1745. He was a brigadier-general and commander of a
division under General Amherst in the siege and taking of Louisbourg
He was promoted to be majorin 1758, and displayed great gallantry.
"Wolfe,

sion of

general and selected by Pitt for the great stroke of 1759, the capture of
Quebec. In June with eight thousand troops Wolfe appeared near the
Strongly fortified by nature and art, and under command of the
citv.
ablest

French general

of the time,

Montcalm, the Gibraltar of the

New
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Wolfe and the
resisted all attempts, direct and otherwise.
English became discouraged, A steep but practicable path from the
On the heights
river gave Wolfe his opportunity to surprise his enemy.
of Abraham the French were completely defeated, September 13, 1759,
and the surrender of Quebec soon followed. But Wolfe was killed in the

World

moment

of victory.

Woman

Suffrage. Twenty-eight States, a large majority of the
Union, have given women some form of suffrage. In Arizona, Delaware, Idaho, Illinois, Indiana, Kansas, Kentucky, Massachusetts,
Michigan, Minnesota, Montana, Nebraska, New Hampshire, New Jersey,
North Dakota, Oklahoma, Oregon, South Dakota, Texas, Vermont,
Washington and Wisoonsin, women have various forms of school sufIn Wyoming women have had the same vote with men since
frage.
This right was confirmed by the Constitutional Convention of
1869.
They have
1889, and Wyoming was admittted to the Union in 1890.
generally voted the Republican ticket, that party having been mainly
instrumental in enfranchising them. In Utah women voted from 1870
A
until disfranchised by Congress in the " Edmunds Law " of 1882.
law was passed by the New York Assemby in 1891 enabling women to
No vote was taken in the
vote. This bill had been proposed in 1S80.
Senate. In Kansas they have equal suffrage with men at municipal
elections.

In Arkansas and Missouri they vote, by signing or refusing
on liquor license in many cases. In Louisiana they

to sign petitions,

In Mississippi
vote on allowing railroads to run through their parish.
they were admitted, in 1892, to vote on fence questions by the stock law.
In Montana they vote on local taxation. In Delaware suffrage is

granted them in several municipalities. In Colorado they have recently been allowed the same rights of suffrage with men.

Woman's

Rights.

United States met
Rights Party.

Women's

at

The

first

woman's

Rochester in 1848.

rights convention in the

(See

Woman

Suffrage,

Christian Temperance Union, organized

Equal

in 1S74 for

reforming the drinking class and securing the abolition of the liquor
An organization, called the " Non-Partisan W. C. T. U.," was
traffic.

fonned
of the

at

W.

Cleveland in January, 1890, as a protest against the attitude
C. T. U. in politics.

Wood, Fernando

(1812-1881), represented

New York

in the U. S.

Congress as a Democrat from 1841 to 1843. He was elected mayor of
New York City from 1855 to 185S and from 1861 to 1863. At the out-
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break of the Rebellion he recommended that

come

a free city.

1865.

He was

He

again served in the

power

a great

U
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New York
S.

secede and be-

Congress from 1863 to

in the politics of the city.

I^eonard, Major-General, born at Winchester, New HampEntered Harvard Medical School, August, 1880,
9, 1S60.
graduated third in his class, began practice of medicine in Boston 1884,
but ill January, 1886, was commissioned surgeon in the U. S. army.
The year before, however, he entered the service in Arizona and soon
became distinguished for great bravery, and had the honor of capturing
the Apache chief, Geronimo, whom he ran down after a chase of 500
When war was declared against Spain he became colonel of the
miles.
Rough-Riders, whom he led in the gallant charge at Las Guasimas, for

Wood,

shire,

Oct.

which he was made brigadier-general. After the close of the war,
General Wood was appointed Governor of Santiago, a city that was redeemed to health and cleanliness by his able rule. In December, 1899,
he was promoted to be major-general and appointed to the command
of the entire military division of Cuba and to the office of military governor of the whole island.

Wood, Thomas, J., born in 1823, served during the Mexican War.
He commanded a division at Shiloh, Corinth, Stone River, Murfreesboro and Chickamauga. He engaged in Sherman's invasion of Georgia,
and led a corps

at Nashville in 1864.

(see Rosa Americana), coins issued by Great Britain
America in 1722 and made by William Wood, after whom they
were called Wood's coins, or Rosa Americana. They were of a mixed
metal resembling brass, and the royal letters patent denominated them
Obverse stamped with laureated
two pence, pence and half pence.
head of George the First reverse with a double rose from which issued
Legend, Rosa Americana 1722, Utile Dulci.
five barbed points.

Wood's Coins

for use in

;

Woodbridge, William

(1780-1S61), was Judge of the Michigan

Supreme Court from 1828 to 1832, and Governor of Michigan from 1840
He was a Democratic U. S. Congressman from 1841 to 1847.
to 1841.

Woodbury, Levi 1789-1851 ) was an earnest supporter of the War of
He was appointed a Judge of the New Hampshire Supreme Court
He repin 1817, and was Governor of New Hampshire from 1823 to 1824.
resented New Hampshire in the U. S. Senate as a Democrat from 1825
to 1831. He was Secretary of the Navy in Jackson's Cabinet from 1831
(

,

181 2.

to 1834,

when he was

transferred to the Treasury Department, and con-
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tinued in Van Buren's Cabinet till 1S41. He again served in the U. S.
Senate from 1S41 to 1S45, and was of great influence in the Democratic
He was a Justice of the U. S. Supreme Court from 1S45 to 1S51.
partv.

Woodford, Stewart

I/.,

bom

in 1S35.

Entered the Civil

War

as

a private, rising to rank of general, Lieutenant-Governor of New York
in 1866, went to Congress in 1872, became United States District At-

torney in 1S77, Minister to Spain at the time of the Spanish- American

War.'

Woods, Charles R. (1S27-18S5), commanded a regiment at Fort
Donelson and Shiloh, a brigade at Corinth and a regiment at VicksHe led a diN-ision in Sherman's Georgia campaign.
burg.
(1824-18S7), was a member of the Ohio Legisfrom 1857 to i860, serving as Speaker of the House in 1S58. He
was commissioned a lieutenant-colonel of Ohio volunteers, and fought
at Shiloh, Arkansas Post, Resaca, Dallas, Atlanta, Lovejoy Station and
Bentonville. He led a division in Sherman's march to the sea. He
was a V. S. Circuit Judge from 1869 to iSSo, when he became a Justice

Woods, William B.

lature

of the U. S.

Supreme

Court.

Woodworth, Samuel (17S5-1842), was engaged in numerous
He is chiefly memorable for his poems, of which

journalistic ventures.

the " Old Oaken Bucket "

Wool, John ^.
town Heights

in

is

the most popular.

(1784-1869), served with great distinction at Queens-

1S12

and

at Plattsburgh in

1814.

He was

inspector-

army from 1S16 to 1841. He was active in organizing
troops for the Mexican War. He was second in command to General
Taylor at Buena Vista, where he selected the ground and arranged the
forces.
He commanded the Eastern Department from 1857 to 1S60,
Fort Monroe from 1861 to 1862, the Middle Military Department from
general of

tlie

1862 to 1S63,

Woolens
1827,

because

and the Department

of the East in 1S63.

Bill, the term applied to a celebrated tariff measure of
its

most important provision was the advancement

of the

sliding scale, so carefully adjusted in 1S24, from 33 J/^ to 40 and 45 per
The bill was introduced in the House in
cent, on all woolen imports.

February, 1S27, but failed in the Senate.

Woolsey, Melanchthon T.

(i 782-1838),

He was

defeated the British at

second in command on Lake Ontario
in 1813, and captured several prizes with the "Sylph." He again
Sackett's Harbor in 1812.

defeated the British at Sackett's Harbor in 1S14.
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professor of Greek at

Yale from 1831 to 1846, and president from 1846 to 1871. His opinions
He wrote " Introduction to
in international law were of great weight.
the Study of International Law," "Political Science," "Communism
and Socialism in their History and Theory," a "Manual of Political
Ethics," and annotated editions of Lieber's "Civil Liberty and Self-

Government."

Wooster, David

('

17 10- 1777), general,

commanded

in the expedition against I/juisbourg in 1745.

a sloop-of-war

He was a brigadierHe was one of the

general in the French War from 1756 to 1763.
originators of Arnold's expedition for the capture of Quebec in 1775,
He was appointed one of the eight brigadier-generals of the Continental

army and

stationed in Canada, where he succeeded

Montgomery

in

was in command of Danbury when
attacked by Governor Tryon's troops in 1777. He was killed in an
assault on the enemy near Ridgefield, Conn.

command

for a short time.

lie

Worcester, Joseph B. (1784-1865^ edited the "American Almanac " from 1831 to 1843. He published valuable text-books on history
his "Dictionary of the English Language," which
attempted to represent the English language as it was, while Noah
Webster's, in the original editions, represented it as Webster thought it

and geography, and

ought to

be.

vs. Georgia, an important case decided by the Supreme
Samuel Worcester, a missionary among the Cherokee Indians,
was in 1831 seized by the authorities of Gwinnett County, Ga., indicted
and sentenced to four years' imprisonment for residing among the
Indians in.defiance of an act of the Georgia Legislature of 1830. This
act recites that any white person found living among the Indians without license from the Governor of Georgia is liable to imprisonment.
Worcester pleaded the unconstitutionality of the act, and by writ of
error the case was brought before the Supreme Court, 1832. That body
confirmed Worcester's plea and found judgment in his favor, on the
ground that the Georgia Act, being repugnant to the treaties made between the United States and the Cherokee nation, was unconstitutional
and void.

Worcester

Court.

Worden, John l/orimer

(1818-1897), an American naval oflBcer,

entered the navy at the age of seventeen. The great deed with which
" and
liis name is principally assiociated is the battle of the " Monitor
" Merrimac " in Hampton Roads, March 9, 1S62. Worden commanded

394
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the " Monitor " with great skill, in an action which must be ranked
the decisive struggles of the war. He received a vote of thanks

among

He was engaged

from Congress and was promoted to be commander.
in the blockade, destroyed the privateer " Nashville,"

and took part in
the attack on the Charleston forts in 1863. From 1870 to 1874 he was
superintendent of the Naval Academy. Worden became commodore in
1868, rear-admiral in 1872,

and was

retired in 1886.

World's Fair. The World's Columbian Exposition was created by
Act of Congres? April 25, 1890. President Harrison, on December 24,
1890, proclaimed the Exposition to the world and invited foreign nations
On October 21, 1892, the Exposition grounds and buildto participate.
ings at Chicago were formally opened and dedicated with appropriate
ceremonies b}' Levi P. Morton, Vice-President of the United States, and
presented by President Higinbotham, of the World's Columbian Exposition, to President Palmer, of the World's Columbian Commission,
The Exposition opened May i, 1893, and closed October 30 of the same
year. The Exposition Act provided for a naval review, which took
place in New York Harbor in April, 1893, many foreign nations parThere were about 22,000,000 paid admissions to the Fair',
ticipating.
and the receipts exceeded the expenditures by nearly |l2, 000,000. (See
Exhibitions and Centennial.)

Worth, William J. (1794-1849), entered the army in 1812. He
served as an aide to General Winfield Scott in the campaigns of 1813
and 1814. He distinguished himself at the battles of Chippewa and

He was in command of the Department of Florida from 1841
and was active in subduing the Seminole Indians. He was
second in command to General Taylor at the outbreak of the Mexican
War. He conducted an assault at Monterej' and led his brigade in the
battles from Vera Cruz to the City of Mexico.
Niagara.

to 1846

Wright, Carroll D., born in 1840, was chief of the Massachusetts
Bureau of Labor Statistics from 1873 to 1888, of the U. S. Bureau of
Labor from its organization in 1884, and of the Department of Labor
since 1888.
He is prominent as a statistician and investigator of social
problems.

Wright, Fli^tir

(1804-1885),

became secretary

He was

of the

American

an editor of numerous antislavery publications including the " Emancipator," " Human Rights,"
"The Massachusetts Abolitionist," the " Chronotype " and the "Commonwealth," He was prominent in insurance improvements, and was
Anti-vSlavery Society in

1833.
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Insurance Commissioner of Massachusetts from 185S to 1866. He aided
League and was its president for

in organizing the National Liberal

three years.

Wright, Horatio G.
cessionville

Run and was

(1820-1899), fought at Bull

chief engineer of the Port Royal expedition.

He

led a division at Se-

and commanded the Department of the Ohio

led a division at Gettysburg and a corps at

Wilderness and Spottsylvania.
invasion of Washington in 1S64.

till

Rappahannock

1863.

He

Station, the

He repulsed General Early's threatened
He commanded at Cedar Creek and

led a corps at Petersburg.

Wright, Sir James (1714?-! 785), was appointed Chief Justice and
Lieutenant-Governor of South Carolina in 1760. He became royal
Governor of Georgia in 1764, but was compelled to retire in 1776,
Wright, Silas (1795-1847), was graduated at Middlebury College,
and became a lawyer and influential politician in the State of New
York. He was a member of the State Senate, and Congressman from
For the next four years he was Comptroller of New
1827 to 1829.
York. Then, 1833-1844, he was U. S. Senator, and one of the Democratic leaders in the Senate.
From 1845 to 1847 he was Governor of
the State. One of his acts was the calling out the militia to suppress
the Anti-Renters. The local Democracy was at that time engaged in
bitter factional fights, and Governor Wright was defeated for re-election in 1846.
Life by Hammond.

Wright, William

(1794-1866), represented

New Jersey

Congress as a Vv'hig from 1843 to 1847, and in the U.
Democrat from 1853 to 1859 and from 1S63 to 1866.

in

theU.

S. vSenate as

S.

a

Writs of Assistance.

In 1754 Parliament, at the petition of
then Governor of Massachusetts, passed an act providing for
a more thorough enforcement of the navigation and revenue laws.
General warrants were to be issued by the courts to revenue officers to
continue for an indefinite period, and not returnable into the court, for
Shirle}',

the seizure and examination of goods imported by

were called writs of assistance.
Acts of 1767.
their

The

colonists

vague and general terms

They were

traders. These
by the Townshend

illicit

legalized

vehemently objected to them, because
left the way open to great abuses against

the liberty of the subjects, in the search of premises. In February,
1 761, arguing against an application for such writs before the Superior
Court of Massachusetts, James Otis declared the navigation laws illegal
and denied the claim of Parliament to legislate for the colonies.
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Witrttemberg.

The

abolition of droit d'aubaine

and taxes on

emigration was agreed to by the Convention of 1844 between the United
States and Wiirttemberg. A naturalization and extradition convention

was concluded

in 1868.

Wyandotte Constitution, the final constitution of Kansas,
adopted October 4, 1859, by a convention appointed by the Territorial
Legislature of Kansas, and under the provisions of which Kansas was
The Constitution prohibited slavery the
admitted to the Union.
Governor was to be elected for two years suffrage was limited to
;

;

whites,

and Topeka was made the

capital.

"Wyatt, Sir Francis (i575?-i644). was appointed Governor of VirHe brought from England a constitution upon which
subsequent forms of government in the colonies were modeled. Trial
by jury, an annual assembly convoked by the Governor, an executive
veto power, and the concurrence of the Virginia Company and the
Colonial Assembly in all acts, were features. He governed from 162 1
ginia in 162 1.

to 1626

and from 1639

"Wyoming was
as a State

by Act

to 1642.

organized as a territory in 1868.

of Congress

approved July

female citizens are allowed the suffrage.

10, 1890.

was admitted
Both male and

It

The population

in

1890 was

60,705.

Controversy, a controversy which arose between Pennsylvania and Connecticut in 17S2 regarding the jurisdiction of certain
lands within the limits of the former State, but which had been settled
by Connecticut adventurers. In 1784 the Pennsylvanians attempted to
dispossess the Connecticut claimants. This led to bloodshed and to a

Wyoming

Susquehanna Company in Connecticut for the establishJohn Franklin, the moving spirit of the
Susquehanna Company, was seized and imprisoned by Timothy Pickering, clerk and commissioner of the new county of Luzerne, formed by
Pennsylvania from the Connecticut claims in 1787. The question was

revival of the

ment

of the latter's claims.

finally settled in favor of

Pennsylvania jurisdiction in 1790.

In 1776 two Continental companies
Valley for the protection of the
Two years later Major John
settlers, chiefly Connecticut emigrants.
Butler, commanding a force 800 strong, of Indians, British and Tories,
descended upon the valley. July 3, 230 Americans, in six companies,

Wyoming

Massacre, Pa.

had been placed

in the

Wyoming

led by Colonel Zebulou Butler, attempted to oppose the British raids.
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Their unor;3^anized lines fell upon the enemy about four o'clock in the
The Continentals were utterly routed and a brutal masButler could not restrain his Indians, who took 227
sacre followed.
Women and cildren were, however, spared.
scalps.
afternoon.

Wyotning Valley, Desolation of. The
at

defeat of Zebulon Butler

Wintermoot House was followed by awful scenes

of massacre

and

desolation throughout the Wyoming Valley. Sixteen of the patriots
who had been taken prisoners by Giengwatah, chief of the Senecas,

were reserved for the most terrible fate. They were tied fast around a
large rock, and after being subjected to the most excruciating tortures
all but two were brained with a tomahawk in the hands of a half-breed
woman called Queen Esther. Two of the men managed to release
themselves from their bonds and escaped to the woods. Early next
morning Forty Fort surrendered and then the whole valley was made
a desolation, not a life being spared that the savages could reach, and
the inhabitants that fled nearly all perished in the great swamp at the
foot of Pacono Mountains, since known as " The Shades of Death."

became a member of the Virand served until the beginning of the
Revolution. He drafted a remonstrance to Parliament against the
Stamp Act in 1764. He was a delegate to the Continental Congress
from 1775 to 1776 and signed the Declaration of Independence. Became Judge of the High Court of Chancery in 1777, and was sole
chancellor of that court from 1786 to 1S06. He was an ardent supporter
of the Federal Constitution in the Virginia Convention of 1788, and

Wythe, George

ginia

was

House

(1726-1806), jurist,

of Burgesses in 1758

of great note as a lawyer.
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X.

"KY Z Mission. In October, 1797, Marshall, Pinckney and Gerry
were dispatched to France to treat with Talleyrand and endeavor to
restore harmony and a good understanding, and commercial and friendly
intercourse between the two republics. They had great difficulty in
obtaining an interview with Talleyrand, being met instead by the
latter 's special agents, Hottinguer, Bellamy and Hauteval. In dispatches
to the home Government the United States Commissioners designated
these agents respectively as "X," "Y" and "Z," and hence the
name. The special agents suggested that the Americans propose to
Talleyrand the loan of a large sum of money bj' the United States, or
that the latter Government accept the assignment from France of an
extorted Dutch loan, and that one of the envoys return to America to
arrange matters. The commission indignantly refused these proposals,
and broke up in 1798, having accomplished nothing definite. The
envoys' report of their negotiations aroused intense feeling against
France in the United States.

Y.
Yale, Klihu (1649-1721), Governor of Madras, went to England
New England in 1652. He gave various gifts amounting to about
;^90o to Yale College in a time of need, for which the college was

from

named

in his honor.

New Haven, Conn., was chartered in 1701.
had only one student. Established first at Saywas moved in 1716 to New Haven. The Medical School was

Yale University,
During
brook,

its first
it

opened in

year

1813,

it

the Theological School in 1822, the

1824, the Sheffield Scientific

Yancey, William

I<.

Law

School in

School in 1847.

(1814-1863), served in both branches of the

Alabama Legislature. He represented Alabama in the U. S. Congress
He was a leader of the extreme
as a Democrat from 1844 to 1847,
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party in tlie South. He proposed the formation of committees of safety
in the Southern States " to fire the Southern heart."
He made a tour

through the North and West during the campaign of i860, urging the
rejection of the Republican candidate.
He was a Confederate Commissioner to Europe from 1S61 to 1862, when he became a member of
the Confederate Senate.

Yankee. The most

probable explanation of this designation is that
a corruption by the Massachusetts Indians of the word English, or
perhaps of the French word Anglais.
it is

Yankee Doodle. The
existed in

England

as far

Yates, Richard

Whig from

to 1864,

air

member of the Illinois Legislarepresented Illinois in the U. S. Congress

(181S-1873), was a

ture from 1842 to 1849.
as a

history of the song is uncertain, but the
back as the middle of the last century.

He

1850 to 1854. He was Governor of the State from i860
active in the support of the Union.
He represented

and was

Illinois in the U. S.

Senate from 1865 to 1871.

Yates, Robert (1738-1S01), of New York, was the author of
numerous essays signed "The Rough Hewer," which advocated the
patriot cause.
He was a member of the New York Provincial Congress
from 1775 to 1778. He became one of the Committee of Safety in 1776.
He became a Judge of the New York Supreme Court in 1776, and was
Chief Justice from 1790 to 1798. He was a member of the convention
that framed the Federal Constitution, but left the convention and
opposed the

ratification of the Constitution.

Yazoo

City, Miss., wrested from the Confederates of Johnston's
5,000 Union troops, July 13, 1863. Herron
had been sent by Grant for this purpose. Chrisman commanded the
garrison of Soo. Herron was assisted by DeKalb with a gunboat, but
the latter was sunk by a torpedo. Herron captured 300 prisoners, 800
horses, 200 bales of cotton and 250 small arms, besides a Confederate
steamboat.

command by Herron and

Yazoo Frauds. Georgia began her existence as a State with
doubtful claims to the territory west of her present area, but she did
not hesitate to pass laws regulating their disposal. In 1795 four land
companies were formed and combined, in their operations in bribing
the Georgia Legislature, under the name of the Yazoo Companies. By
successfully bribing every

member

of the Legislature,

except one,
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Robert Watkins, they induced that body to grant the companies, for a
nominal consideration of |50o,ooo, a tract of land containing 35,000,000
These frauds aroused great indignation through the State.
acres.
The act was declared unconstitutional and void by the grand jury of
every county except two. February 13, 1796, the Anti-Yazoo party,
having the majorit}^ in the Legislature, revoked the sale as a violation
Immediately numerous claims sprang up,
of the State Constitution.
which had to be decided by Congress. Madison, Gallatin and Lincoln
were appointed commissioners to investigate the claims. In 1802
Georgia ceded her western claims to the United States. The claims
arising from the Yazoo Frauds were not decided until 1814.

Yeatnans, Sir John

(i6o5?-i676?), born in England, was Gov-

ernor of an unsuccessful colony called "Clarendon," foimded in 1665
on Cape Fear River. He was Governor of South Carolina from 167 1 to
1674, and introduced the first slaves into that colony in 1671.

Yeardley, Sir George

(i58o?-i627), was an early immigrantto Vir-

He
ginia from England, and was appointed Deputy-Governor in 1616.
was displaced by Samuel Argall, but was appointed Governor in 1619,
and convened the first representative assembly in the Western HemiHe was succeeded by Sir Francis Wyatt in 1621, but again
held ofl&ce from 1626 till his death.

sphere.

Yellow Bayou, I<a., a brief skirmish. May 18, 1864, during Banks'
Red River campaign, between the rear-guard of Bailey's troops under
Mower and a small body of Confederates led by Polignac. The Confederates were worsted.

This disease first appeared in North America in
ravaging Boston during the summer of that year. It subse-

Yellow Fever.
1780,

qiiently visited

New York and

Philadelphia, especially in 1793 and

having suffered later than 1822. More recent and
malignant appearances of the epidemic have occurred in the Soutiiern
and Gulf States, the worst being that of 187S.
1797, the latter city

This tract was set apart by Congress in 1872
comprises about 3,312 square miles, which is half
the area of Massachusetts, and is remarkable for its picturesqueness and
natural curiosities, which include several geysers.

Yellowstone Park.

as a national park.

Yeo, Sir James

It

I/.

(1782-1819),

commanded the

British forces

on

PORTRAIT GALLERY OF OUR PRESIDENTS.

John Quincy Adams,

sixth President,

was

He

^trved one terra.
:>; at

of

Presltlent,

in a

cabin near the

from Tennessee,

in

1828,

Hermitage, near Nashville, June

an Buren, eighth

If

1782.

li, 1767.

president,

He

was born

.served as

at

He died

.soutli

border line

He was

17, 1767.

and served two

elected^

term.s,

dying

8, 1845.

Kinderhook, N.

Y..

Decembers

Vice-President with Jackson, 1833-37, *iid

uas elected President from his native
ing one term.

He
and

23, 1848.

was born

North Carolina, Union County, March

as a Democrat,

Martin

in Quincy, Mass., July

died while serving as Congre.'ismati inthecapi-

"Washington, February

Andrew Jackson, seventh

at the

bom

was

elected from his native State as a Republican, 1824,

at his

home

in

State, as a

Democrat,

Kinderhook, July

1836, Serv-

24, 1862.

William Henry Harrison, ninth President, was born in Berkeley, Va., February
1773.

in

He was

Washington, April

9.

Whig from Ohio, in 1840, but died
one month after his inauguration.

elected as a

4, 1841,

John Tyler, tenth President, was horn

just

in

Greenway

Va.,

March

He was

29, 1790.

elected Vice-President with Harrison, but as a Democrat, from Tennessee,

and upon the

one term.

He

latter's

death succeeded to the Presidency

died at Richmond. Va., January

17, 1862.

,

serving

«)\
.^^s---*"-*^'

F^^4dm.%-&n-%
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Lake Ontario during the War of 1812. He captured Oswego
He was defeated in York Bay by Captain Chauncey.

in

1S14.

The place was charand in 1642 as a city by the
name of Gorgeana. On February 5, 1692, it was attacked by Indians,
over 160 inhabitants massacred and the town burned.

York, Me., second town

tered

by

settled in the State.

Sir F. Gorges in 164 1 as a borough,

York (now Toronto), Ontario. An attack was planned by the
Americans preparatory to an invasion of Canada. April 27, 1813,
General Pike with 1,700 men and thirteen armed vessels effected a
landing, and against a determined resistance fought his waj- to the town.
The British, despairing of longer holding the place, blew up their powder magazine.
By this fifty -two Americans were killed, 180 wounded,
and the rest thrown into confusion. During the dismay caused by the
explosion General Sheaffe, in command of the British, withdrew with
the larger part of his army, after having destroyed some vessels on the
stocks and a large amount of stores. The town was then surrendered
by the civil authorities together with 290 regulars and militia, a warvessel and a large quantity of naval and military stores.
The Americans
lost in killed and wounded 286, including General Pike himself, the
The provincial government buildings were burned.
British 149.
Young, Brigham (1801-1877), the chief exponent of Mormonism
and polygamy, was a Vermonter by birth, and a mechanic in New York.
He was converted to Mormonism in 1831, and became an intimate
associate of Smith.

moved

Commencing

to Kirtland, Ohio,

to preach the next year,

was chosen elder

in 1832

he soon reand apostle in 1835.

Brigham Young was one of the founders of the Nauvoo settlement in
Owing to persecution he con1840, and in 1844 he succeeded Smith.
ducted an emigration in 1846, and passed the following winter among
the Indians of Nebraska. Having in 1847 explored the Salt Lake valley, he returned and led his band to the new home in 1848.
He became Governor of Deseret in 1849, and was appointed Governor of the
Territory of Utah in 1851. The next year he announced the dogma of
polj-gamy, and systematically defied the National Government. He
submitted, however, to Johnston's expedition of 1857.
president of the Mormon Church until his death.

He remained

Young, Major G. D., in command of a body of militia 200 strong,
captured the larger portion of a British detachment (Oct. 22, 1812), at
St. Regis, an Indian village on the boundary line between the United
26
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States and Canada.

Governor of

New

"W. L. ]Marcy, then a lieutenant and afterwards
York, captured the British flag with his own hands.

?-i852), represented New York in
Whig from 1836 to 1S37 and from 1S41 to 1843.
New York from 1847 to 1849, when he became

Young-, John (1802
Congress as a

Governor of

New York

U. S. Treasurer in

the U. S.

^^

^'^s

Assistant

City.

Young-, John R., born in 1841, became connected with the Philadelphia jycss in 1S57 and was its war correspondent. He was afterwards editorial writer on the New York Tribune and also the Herald.

He was Minister
gress 1897.

to

Died

young Men's
first

China from 1882

to 1884.

Became

librarian of

Con-

1899.

Christian Association.

This organization was

established in the United States at Boston in 1851, having origi-

nated in Loudon in 1844. The present ( 1894) aggregate membership of
the 1,438 American Associations is 245,809, and the net value of their
property 114,298,043.

Yorktown

(October 19, 17S1). On his arrival in "Virginia in May,
found himself in command of 5,000 veterans. Opposed

1781, Cornwallis

to him was Lafayette with 3,000 men, mostly raw militia.
Cornwallis
burnt and harried southern Virginia, but was unable to bring Lafayette
Lafayette was continually reinforced, and pursued but could
to battle.
not catch him, until on June 15 Cornwallis retreated to Richmond, and
thence on the 20th toward the sea. In tlie first week of August, Coniwallis
took his position at Yorktown with a garrison of 7,000 men. Lafayette
watched him from Malvern Hill. Washington now conceived the bold
scheme of leaving Clinton unguarded in New York and of striking at
Cornwallis in .the South. The French fleet of thirty-four sail and
20,000 men under De Grasse was expected daily, and on August 17 news
came that it was headed for the Chesapeake. Without giving Clinton
any clue to his movements, Washington shifted a body of 2,000 Continentals and 4,000 French from West Point to Yorktown. The march
was one of 400 miles and was accomplished between August 19 and
September 18. The French fleet had already arrived, and kept the
enemy's fleet at bay. Cornwallis was completely hemmed in by 16,000
men and the fleet. Each day the lines grew closer and no help came
from Clinton. On October 14, two British redoubts were taken by
storm. Next day the British made a fruitless sortie, and on the 17th a
wliite flag was displayed.
The British became prisoners of war. Corn-
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wallis was flirccted to ^^ive his sword to General Lincoln.
He sent it
by General O'Hara. The number of the British who surrendered was
7.247 soldiers and 840 seamen. This disaster utterly crippled the British forces in America and was considered by all parties the end of the

war.

Yorktown, Siege

is famous not only
Army, and the surrender
of Lord Cornwallis to General Washington and Lafayette, Oct. 17,
1781, but also for sustaining another memorable siege conducted during
the Civil War by General Fitz John Porter. Although the place was
attacked by an immensely superior force all attempts to reduce it
failed, and the Confederate General Magruder on May 3 (1862), de" With five thousand men exclusive of
scribing his strategy, wrote
the garrison, we stopped and held in check more than one hundred
thousand of the enemy. ... I was amused when I .saw McClellan,
with his magnificent army, begin to break ground before miserable
earthworks at Yorktown, defended by only eight thousand men."

for the siege

it

of.

This place in Virginia

sustained by the Continental

:

404
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^alinski, Edmund I^. G., born in 1849, came to America from
Poland in 1853. He served with distinction on the staff of General
Miles from 1864 to 1865. He perfected the pneumatic dynamite torpedo
gun.

JJenger's Case,

first real

of speech against the

struggle of the colonial press for freedom
This case laid the foundation of the

Government.

In 1735 John Peter Zenger, at tliat
time editor and publisher of the New York Weekly Journal, which had
been established as an organ of the popular cause against the colonial
government, was brought to trial for the publication of " false, scandalous, malicious, seditious libels " against the royal government of the
liberty of the press in America.

colony of New York. Every possible means was employed to secure
Zenger 's condemnation, but no jury could be found or compelled to return a verdict of guilty.

ijeno Brothers, Nicolo (i34o?-i39i ?) and Antonio, were Venewho visited Greenland and Newfoundland about 1380 or
1390, and are said to have navigated the coast of North America as far
south as Virginia. The accounts written by Zeno were partially destroyed and their authenticity was doubted. Subsequent researches have
strengthened belief in their authenticity. Zeno's map of Greenland and
the northern coast of North America shows considerable accuracy.
tian navigators

^inaendoff, Nicholas I^., Count (1700-1760), visited America
from Saxony (1741-1743), and organized the Moravian Church in AmerHe conducted seven conventions, preached in the Lutheran and
ica.
Reformed Churches, and organized churches.

^ogonyi, a Hungarian, commanding Fremont's body guard
hundred and

fifty

horse, charged

of

one

and routed 2,000 Confederates

at

Springfield, Mo., October 20, 1862.

iJoUicoffer, Felix K. (1812-1862), was an editor of the Columbia,
Tcnn., Obscn'er ixorn. 1834 to 1841. He became an editor of the NashvUle Banner \\\ 1841. He was Comptroller of Tennessee from 1844 to
1849, represented Tennessee in the U. S. Congress as a Whig from 1853
He entered
to 1859, ^"^ '^^'^s ^" advocate of extreme Southern views.
the Confederate service as a brigadier-general, and was killed in the
battle of Mill Spring.

APPENDIX

A PLAN OF PERPETUAL UNION
FOR
HIS MAJESTY'S COI^ONIES IN

NORTH AMERICA

:

PROPOSED BY BENJ. FRANKLIN,
AND
Adopted by the

Coi^oniai,

Convention at Albany, July

ioth, 1754.

[This document will be found of special interest as containing the

germ

of the Articles of Confederation
It

States.

adopted by the Congress at Albany

—was

cut dissenting

tution

rejected both

Board of Trade,

British

and the Constitution of the United

should be remembered that this "Plan of Union," though

and by the

— by

—only the
by the

delegates from Connecti-

colonial assemblies

and the

the former as being too despotic a consti-

latter as a piece of

high-handed presumption.

The

Author.]

That

the general government of His Majesty's Colonies in North

America be administered by a President-General, to be appointed and
supported by the crown

and a Grand Council,

;

representatives of the people of the several colonies
ive Assemblies

to be chosen

met in their

by the

respect-

;

"Who shall meet for the

time at the city of Philadelphia in Penn-

first

sylvania, being called bj' the President-General as soon as conveniently

may be

after his

That there

appointment

shall

;

be a new election of the members of the Grand

Council every three years
ber, his place should

;

and on the death or resignation of any mem-

be supplied by a new choice at the next sitting of

the Assembl}' of the colony he represented

That

after the first three years,

;

when the proportion of money
407

arising

APPENDIX.

4o8

out of each colony to the general treasury can be known, the number

members to be chosen

of

for each colony shall

from time to time,

in all

ensuing elections, be regulated by that proportion, yet so as that the

number
less

by any one province be not more than seven, nor

to be chosen

than two

;

That the Grand Council

meet once

shall

in every year,

and oftener

if

occasion require, at such time and place as they shall adjourn to at the
last

preceding meeting, or as they shall be called to meet at by the

President-General on any emergency

he having

first

obtained in writ-

ing the consent of seven of the members to such

call,

and sent due and

;

timely notice to the whole j

That the Grand Council have power to choose their speaker

and shall

;

neither be dissolved, prorogued, nor continued sitting longer than six

weeks

at

one time, without their own consent or the special command

of the crown.

That the members of the Grand Council

shall

be allowed for their

service ten shillings per diem, during their session and journey to

from the place of meeting
journey

;

and

twenty miles to be reckoned a day's

;

That the assent of the President-General be requisite

Grand Council, and

that

carried into execution

it

be his

office

and duty

to all acts of the

to cause

them

to be

;

That the President-General, with the advice of the Grand Council,

hold or direct

the colonies

all

Indian

treaties,

may be concerned

Indian nations

;

in

which the general

;

That they make such laws as they judge necessary
Indian trade

That
not

the}'

now

interest of

and make peace or declare war with

for regulating all

;

make

all

purchases, from Indians for the crown, of lands

within the bounds of particular colonies, or that shall not be

within their bounds,
venient dimensions

when some

of

them

are reduced to

more con-

;

That they make new settlements on such purchases, by granting lands
in the King's

name, reserving a qviit-rent

general treasury

;

to the

crown

for the use of the

APPENDIX.
That they make laws
ments,

till

ernments

raise

of the colonies,
tect the trade

That

fit

to

and governing such new

settle-

form them into particular gov-

;

That they

impress

for regulating

the crown shall think
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men

and

forts for the defense of

lakes, or great rivers

but they shall not

;

any colony, without the consent of the

for these purposes they

any

guard the coasts and pro-

vessels of force to

on the ocean,

in

and build

pa}' soldiers

and equip

legislature

;

have power to make laws, and lay and

levy such general duties, imposts, or taxes, as to

most equal and just (considering the

ability

them

the inhabitants in the several colonies), and such as

with the least inconvenience to the people

shall appear

and other circumstances of

may

be collected

rather discouraging liixury,

;

than loading industry with unnecessary burthens

;

That they may appoint a General Treasurer and Particular Treasurer
in each government, when necessary and from time to time may order
;

the sums in the treasuries of each government into the general treasury,

draw on them for special payments, as they find most convenient
Yet no money to issue but by joint orders of the President-General
and Grand Council except where sums have been appropriated to
or

;

;

particular purposes,
b)'

and the President-General

an act to draw such sums

That the general accounts
several Assemblies

is

previously

empowered

;

shall be yearly settled

and reported

to the

;

That a quorum of the Grand Council, empowered to act with the
President-General, do consist of twenty-five

members among whom
more from a majority of the colonies
That the laws made by them for the purposes aforesaid shall not be
;

there shall be one or

;

repugnant, but, as near as

and

may

be, agreeable to the laws of

shall be transmitted to the

may be

soon as

King

after their passing

;

in Council

and

if

years after presentation, to remain in force

England,

for approbation, as

not disapproved within three
;

That, in case of the death of the President-General, the Speaker of
the Grand Council for the time being shall succeed, and 1)e vested with
the same powers and authorities to continue till the King's pleasure

be

known

;
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That

all

military commission ofl&cers, whether for land or sea service,

to act under

be nominated by the Presi-

this general constitution, shall

dent-General

;

but the approbation of the Grand Council

tained, before they receive their commissions

;

and

is

to be ob-

all civil officers

are

to be nominated by the Grand Council, and to receive the President-

General's approbation before they officiate
But, in case of vacancy

military under

this constitution, the

such vacancy happens,

;

by death or removal

may

General and Grand Council

appoint,

of

any

officer civil or

Governor of the province in which
till

the pleasure of the President-

can be known

That the particular military as well as

;

civil

establishments in each

colony remain in their present state, the general constitution notwithstanding
self

;

;

and

and that on sudden emergencies any colony may defend

it-

lay the accounts of expense thence arising before the Presi-

dent-General and General Council,

who may

allow and order payment

of the same, as far as they judge such accounts just

and reasonable.
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THE DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE,
Adopted by Congress,

Jui,y

1776.

4,

A DECLARATION BY THE REPRESENTATIVES OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, IN CONGRESS ASSEMBLED.
When,

in the course of

human

events,

it

becomes necessary

for

one

bands which have connected them with
among
assume
the powers of the earth the separate
another, and to
people to dissolve the political

and equal station to which the laws of nature and of nature's God
them, a decent respect to the opinions of mankind requires

entitle

that they should declare the causes which impel

them

to the sepa-

ration.

We
equal
rights

hold these truths to be self-evident, that

endowed by

that they are

;

;

that

among

these are

that, to secure these rights,

all

men

are created

their Creator with certain inalienable

life, liberty,

and the pursuit

of happiness

;

governments are instituted among men,

deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed

that,

;

whenever any form of government becomes destructive of these ends,
it is

the right of the people to alter or abolish

government, laying
its

its

it,

and

to institute a

powers in such form, as to them shall seem most likely to

safety

and happiness.

new

foundation on such principles, and organizing
effect their

Prudence, indeed, will dictate that governments

long established should not be changed for light and transient causes
and, accordingly,

all

experience hath shown that

mankind

are

;

more

disposed to suffer, while evils are sufferable, than to right themselves

by abolishing the forms

to

which they are accustomed.

But when a
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long train of abuses and usurpations, pursuing invariably the same

them under absolute despotism,

object, evinces a design to reduce

their right,

provide

it

is

their duty, to

new guards

them

;

and such

is

King

and usurpations,

it

is

such a government, and to

Such has been the patient

now

to alter their former systems of

of the present

the necessity which con-

government.

The

history

of Great Britain is a history of repeated injuries

having in direct object the establishment of an

all

To prove

absolute tyranny over these States.

mitted to a candid world

He

of!

for their future security.

sufferance of these Colonies
strains

throw

this, let facts

be sub-

:

has refused his a.ssent to laws the most wholesome and necessary

for the public good.
lie has forbidden his governors to pass laws of

immediate and

importance, unless suspended in their operations,

be obtained

;

and,

when

.so

till

pres.sing

his assent should

suspended, he has utterly neglected to

attend to them.

He

has refused to pass other laws for the accommodation of large

districts of people, unless those

representation in the legi.slature

people would relinquish the right of
;

a right inestimable to them,

and

formidable to tyrants only.

He

has called together legislative bodies at places unusual, un-

comfortable, and distant from the repository of their public records,
for

the

.sole

purpo.se

of

fatigiiing

them

into compliance

with his

measures.

He

has di.ssolved representative houses repeatedly for opposing, with

manly

firmness, his inva.sions on the rights of the people.

He

has refused, for a long time after such dissolutions, to cause
others to be elected
whereby the legislative powers, incapable of an;

nihilation,

have returned to the people

State remaining, in the

at large, for their exerci.se

meantime, exposed to

all

the

;

the dangers of inva-

sions from without, and convulsions witliin.

He

has endeavored to prevent the population of these States for
that purpose, obstructing the laws of the naturalization of foreigners
;

;

refusing to pass others to encourage their migration hither, and rai.siug

the conditions of

new appropriations

of lands.
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has obstructed the adniiiiistration of justice by refusing his assent

to laws for establishing judiciary powers.

He

has made judges dependent on his will alone, for the tenure of

their offices,

He

oflicers, to

He

and the amount and payment

has erected a multitude of new

of their salaries.

oflices,

and sent hither swarms

of

harass our people, and eat out their substance.

has kept

among

times of peace, standing armies, without

us, in

the consent of our legislatures.

He
to,

He
to

has affected to render the military independent

of,

and superior

the civil power.

has combined with others to subject us to a jurisdiction foreign

our constitution, and unacknowledged by our laws

to their acts of pretended legislation
I'or

quartering large bodies of armed troops

For protecting them, by mock
ders which they should

For cutting

off

trial,

among

all

us, in

F'or transporting us

many

for

any mur;

;

;

by jury

cases, of the benefits of trial

beyond

;

seas to be tried for pretended offenses

For abolishing the free system of Knglish laws
ince, establishing therein

;

of these States

parts of the world

For imposing taxes on us without our consent

For depriving

us

from punishment

commit on the inhabitants

our trade with

giving his assent

;

:

in a

au arbitrary government, and enlarging

boundaries, so as to render

it

at

once an example and

;

neighboring prov-

fit

introducing the same absolute rule into these Colonies

its

instrument for

;

For taking away our charters, abolishing our most valuable laws, and
altering, fundamentallj', the
F'or

powers of our governments

vested with power to legislate for us in

He

in-

cases whatsoever.

and waging war against

us.

has plundered our seas, ravaged our coasts, burned our towns,

and destroyed the

He

all

has abdicated government here, by declaring us out of his pro-

tection,

He

;

suspending our own legislatures, and declaring themselves

is at

lives of

our people.

this time transporting large armies of foreign mercenaries to

complete the works of death, desolation, and tyranny, already begun
with circumstances of cruelty and perfidy scarcely paralleled in the
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most barbarous

aud

ages,

totally

unworthy the head

of a civilized

nation.

He

has constrained our fellow-citizens, taken captive on the high
bear anus against their country, to become the executioners of

seas, to

their friends

He

and brethren, or

by

to fall themselves

has excited domestic insurrections amongst

their hands.

and has endeav-

us,

ored to bring on the inhabitants of our frontiers, the merciless Indian
savages,

whose known

of all ages, sexes,

rule of warfare

In every stage of these oppressions,
the most humble terms
repeated injury.

is

an undistinguished destruction

and conditions.

A

;

we have

petitioned for redress in

our repeated petitions have been answered by

prince whose character is thus

which may define a tyrant,

marked by every

is

unfit to be the ruler of a free people.

Nor have we been wanting

in attentions to our British brethren.

act

"We

have warned them, from time to time, of attempts by their legislature
to extend an unwarrantable jurisdiction over us.

them

of the circumstances of our emigration

have appealed to their native

justice

conjured them, by the

our

usurpations,

ties of

We have reminded
We

and settlement here.

and magnanimity, and we have

common

kindred, to disavow these

which would inevitably interrupt our connections and

respondence.
consanguinity.

They,

too,

We must,

therefore, acquiesce in the necessity,

denounces our separation, and hold them, as we hold the
kind, enemies in war

We,

;

which

rest of

man-

in peace, friends.

therefore, the representatives of the

United STATES OF America

in general congress assembled, appealing to the

world

cor-

have been deaf to the voice of justice and of

for the rectitude of our intentions, do, in

Supreme Judge of the
the name and by the
and

authority of the good people of these Colonies, solemnly publish
declare, that these United Colonies are,

and

ought to

of right

and Independent States ; that they are absolved from
the British Crown, and

allegiance to

that all political connection between

the State of Great Britain
that, as

all

is,

and ought

Free and Independent

States,

conclude peace, contract alliances,

them and

to be, totally dissolved

they have
establish

full

Free

be,

and

;

power to levy war,

commerce, and do

other acts and things which Independent States

may

of right do.

all

And
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with a firm reliance on the protec-

Divine Providb:nce, we mutually pledge
our fortunes, and our sacred honor.

tion of
lives,

to

each other our

John Hancock.

Nkw Hampshire.—Josiah

Bartlett

William

Whipple, Matthew

Thornton.

Massachusetts Bay.— Samuel Adams, John Adams, Robert Treat
Paine, Elbridge Gerr}'.

Rhode Isi^and, etc.— Stephen Hopkins. William Ellery.
Connecticut.—Roger Sherman, Samuel Huntington, William
Williams, Oliver Wolcott.

New York.— William

Floyd,

Philip

Livingston,

Francis Lewis,

Lewis Morris.

New

Jersey.— Richard Stockton, John Witherspoon, Francis HopAbraham Clark.
Pennsylvania.— Robert Morris, Benjamin Rush, Benjamin Frank-

kinson, John Hart,

lin,

John Morton, George

Clymer, James Smith,

George Taylor,

James Wilson, George Ross.

Delaware.— Caesar Rodney, George Read, Thomas M'Kean.
Maryland.— Samuel Chase, William Paca, Thomas Stone,

Charles

Carroll of Carrollton.

Virginia.— George Wythe, Richard Henry Lee, Thomas
Benjamin Harrison, Thomas Nelson,

Jr.,

JeflFerson,

Francis Lightfoot Lee, Carter

Braxton.

North Carolina. — William

Hooper, Joseph Hewes, John Penn.

South Carolina.— Edward Rutledge, Thomas Hayward,
Thomas Lynch, Jr., Arthur Middleton.
Georgia,— Button Gwinnett, Lyman Hall, George Walton.

Jr.,
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ARTICLES OF CONFEDERATION.
[The Articles

who

gentlemen,
1776,

and

of Confederation

were drawn up by a committee of

were appointed by Congress for this purpose, June

finally adopted,

November

15,

1777.

12,

The committee were

Messrs. Bartlett, Samuel Adams, Hopkins, Sherman, R. R. Livingston,

Dickinson, M'Kean, vStone, Nelson, Howes, E. Rutledge, andGwinnet.]

ARTICLES OF CONFEDERATION AND PERPETUAL UNION,
Between the States of Nczv Hampshire, Massachusetts Bay, Rhode Island and Providence Plantations, Connecticut, New York, New
Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia,
lina,

ARTICLE

The

North Caro-

South Carolina, and Georgia.

I.

style of this confederacy shall be

"The United

States of

America."
article

Each State

ii.

retains its sovereignty, freedom,

every power, jurisdiction, and right, which

is

and independence, and

not by this confederation

expressly delegated to the United States in Congress assembled.

ARTICLE

The

said States hereby severally enter into a firm league of friendship

with each other, for their
erties,

III.

and

their

common

defense, the security of their lib-

mutual and general welfare, binding themselves to

as-
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each other against

all force

41?

offered to, or attacks

make upon, them,

or any of them, an account of religion, sovereignty, trade, or any other

pretence whatever.

ARTICI,E IV.

Section

i.

—The better

to secure

and intercourse among the people

and perpetuate mutual friendship

of the different States in this union,

the free inhabitants of each of these States
fugitives

from justice excepted

—shall

— paupers,

be entitled to

immunities of free citizens in the several States

;

vagabonds, and
privileges

all

and

and the people of each

State shall have free ingress and egress to and from any other State,

and

shall enjoy therein all the privileges of trade

ject to the

same

duties, impositions,

thereof respectively

;

and

and conmierce, sub-

restrictions, as the inhabitants

provided, that such restrictions shall not extend

so far as to prevent the removal of property imported into
to

any other

that

State, of -which the

no imposition,

owner

is

an inhabitant

duties, or restriction, shall be laid

any

State,

provided also,

;

by any State on

the property of the United States or either of them.

Sec.

2.

—

any person, guilty

If

of,

or charged with treason, felony, or

other high misdemeanor, in any State, shall

found in any of the United States, he

shall,

flee

from

justice,

and be

upon the demand

Governor or executive power of the State from which he

fled,

of the

be deliv-

ered up and removed to the State having jurisdiction of his offense.

Sec.

3.

—Full faith and credit shall be given, in each

to the records, acts,

and

of these States,

judicial proceedings of the courts

and magis-

trates of every other State.

ARTICLE

Section

i.

—For

V.

the more convenient

management

of the general

interests of the United States, delegates shall be annually appointed in

such manner as the legislature of each State shall direct, to meet in Congress on the

first

Monday

in

served to each State to recall

27

November
its

in every year, with a

delegates, or

any

of them, at

power

re-

any time
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within the year, and to send others in their stead, for the remainder of
the year.

Sec.

2.

— No State shall be

represented in Congress by less than two

nor more than seven members

;

and no person

shall be capable of be-

ing a delegate for more than three years, in any term of six years
shall

any person, being a delegate, be capable

of holding

any

;

office

nor
un-

der the United States, for which he, or any other for his benefit, receives

any

salary, fees, or

Sec.

3.

emolument, of any kind.

— Each State shall maintain

the States,

own

its

and while they act as members

delegates in a meeting of
of the

committee of these

States.

Sec.

4.

— In determining questions in

the United States in Congress

assembled, each State shall have one vote.

Sec.

5.

—Freedom

of speech

and debate

in Congress shall not be

impeached or questioned in any court or place out of Congress, and the

members

of Congress shall be protected in their persons

and imprisonments during the time

of their

from arrests

going to and from, and

at-

tendance on Congress, except for treason, felony, or breach of the peace.

ARTICLE

Section

i.

— No State, without

VI.

the consent of the United States in

Congress assembled, shall send any embassy

to,

or receive

any embassy

from, or enter into any conference, agreement, alliance, or treatj' with

any king, prince, or
profit

present,

emolument,

office, or title,

prince, or foreign state

anj' office of

;

of

Sec.

2.

any kind whatever, from any king,

nor shall the United States in Congress as-

sembled, or any of them, grant any

ation,

any person holding

State, nor shall

or trust under the United States, or any of them, accept of any

title of nobility.

—No two or more States shall enter into

any

treaty, confeder-

or alliance whatever, between them, without the consent of the

United States in Congress assembled, specifying accurately the purposes
for

which the same

tinue.

is

to be entered into,

and how long

it

shall con-
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any imposts or duties which may

interfere

with any stipulations in treaties entered into by the United States in

Congress assembled, with any king, prince, or State, in pursuance of

any

treaties already

proposed by Congress to the courts of France and

Spain.

Sec.

4.

— No vessels of war shall

except such

vState,

number only

be kept up in time of peace by any

as shall be

deemed necessary by the

United States in Congress assembled, for the defense of such State, or its
trade

;

nor shall any body of forces be kept up by any State, in time of

peace, except such

number only

in Congress assembled, shall be

the judgment of the United States

as, in

deemed

necessary for the defense of such vState

;

keep up a well-regulated and disciplined

requisite to garrison the forts

but every State shall alwaj-s
militia, sufficiently

armed and

accoutered, and shall provide and constantly have ready for use, in public stores,

number

a due

Sec.

5.

of field-pieces

and

tents,

and a proper quantity

and camp equipage.

of arms, ammunition,

— No State shall engage in any war without the consent of the

United States in Congress assembled, unless such State be actually

vaded by enemies, or

shall

in-

have received certain advice of a resolution

being formed by some nation of Indians to invade such State, and the

danger

is

so

imminent

as not to admit of delay

Congress assembled can be consulted

;

till

the United States in

nor shall any State grant com-

missions to any ships or vessels of war, nor letters of marque or reprisal,

except

it

be after a declaration of war by the United States in Congress

assembled, and then only against the kingdom or State, and the subjects thereof, against

which war has been so declared, and under such

regulations as shall be established by the United States in Congress as-

sembled, unless such State be infested by pirates, in which case vessels
of

war may be

fitted

out for that occasion, and kept so long as the

danger shall continue, or until the United States in Congress assembled
shall determine otherwise.

ARTlCIvE VII.

When

land forces are raised by any State for the

common

defense, all
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under the rank of colonel, shall be appointed by the

officers of or

lature of each State respectively
in such
filled

manner

by

whom such forces

as such State shall direct,

up by the State which

made

first

ARTICLE
All charges of war,

common

the

and

all

and

all

vacancies shall be

the appointment.

VIII.

other expenses that shall be incurred for

defense or general welfare, and allowed by the United

common

States in Congress assembled, shall be defrayed out of a
treasur}',

legis-

shall be raised, or

which

shall be supplied bj' the several States, in proportion

to the value of all land within each State, granted to or surveyed for

any person, as such land and the buildings and improvements thereon
shall be estimated, according to such

Congress assembled

shall,

mode

as the United States in

The

from time to time, direct and appoint.

taxes for paying that proportion shall be laid and levied by the authority

and direction of the

legislatures of the several States within the time

agreed upon by the United States in Congress assembled.

ARTICLE

Section

i.

IX.

—The United States in Congress assembled shall have the

and exclusive right and power of determining on peace and war,
except in the cases mentioned in the sixth article, of sending and receivsole

ing ambassadors
treaty of

;

entering into treaties and alliances, provided that no

commerce

shall be

made, whereby the

power of the

legislative

respective States shall be restrained from imposing such imposts

duties on foreigners, as their

own

people are subjected

to,

and

or from

prohibiting the exportation or importation of any species of goods or

commodities whatsoever

;

of establishing rules for deciding in all cases

what captures on land or water
prizes taken

by land or naval

shall be divided or appropriated
reprisal in times of peace

;

and felonies committed on

shall be legal,

and

in

what manner

forces in the service of the United States
;

of granting letters of

appointing courts for the
tlie

high seas

;

marque and

trial

of piracies

and establishing courts

receiving and determining finally appeals in

all

cases of capture

;

for

pro-
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of Congress shall be appointed a judge of

any

of

the said courts.

Sec.

2.

—The United States

last resort

on appeal

that hereafter

in Congress assembled shall also be the

in all disputes

and differences now

may arise between two

ary, jurisdiction,

any other cause whatever

or

subsisting, or

or more States concerning bound-

always be exercised in the manner following

:

;

which authority

Whenever the

shall

legislative

or executive authority or lawful agent of any State in controversy with

another, shall present a petition to Congress, stating the matter in
question,

and praying

for a hearing, notice thereof .shall

be given by

order of Congress to the legislative or executive authority of the other
State in controversy,
parties

by

and a day assigned

their lawful agents,

who

appearance of the

for the

shall then be directed to appoint,

by joint consent, commissioners or judges to constitute a court for
hearing and determining the matter in question
agree. Congress shall
States,
.strike

and from the

name
list

;

but

and from that number not

;

they cannot

of such persons each party shall alternately

out one, the petitioners beginning, until the

reduced to thirteen

if

three persons out of each of the United

number

le.ss

shall be

than seven, nor

more than nine names, as Congress shall direct, .shall, in the presence
of Congress, be drawn out by lot and the persons whose names shall
;

be so drawn, or

any

five of

them, shall be commissioners or judges to

hear and finally determine the controversj-, so always as a major part
of the judges,
tion

:

and

if

who

shall hear the cause, shall agree in the determina-

either party shall neglect to attend at the day appointed,

without showing reasons which Congress shall judge

sufficient, or

being

present, shall refuse to strike, the Congress shall proceed to nominate

three persons out of each State, and the secretary of Congress shall
strike in behalf of such party absent or refusing

and sentence

of the court, to be appointed in the

scribed, shall be final

and conclusive

;

and

if

;

and the judgment

manner before

any of the

pre-

parties shall

refuse to submit to the authority of such court, or to appear to defend
their claim or cause, the court shall nevertheless proceed to

sentence, or judgment, which shall in like
sive

;

manner be

final

pronounce

and

deci-

the judgment or sentence and other proceedings being in either
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t

case transmitted to Congress,

and lodged among the

for the security of the parties

concerned

sioner, before

tered

by one

he

sits in

:

acts of Congress,

provided that every commis-

judgment, shall take an oath, to be adminis-

supreme or superior court of the State

of the judges of the

where the cause shall be tried, " well and truly to hear and determine
the matter in question, according to the best of his judgment, without
favor, affection, or
shall

hope

Provided, also, that no State

of reward."

be deprived of territory for the benefit of the United States.

Sec.

3.

—All controversies concerning the private right of soil claimed

under different grants of two or more States, whose jurisdiction, as they
may respect such lands, and the States which passed such grants are

them being

adjusted, the said grants or either of

at the

same time

claimed to have originated antecedent to such settlement of jurisdiction,
shall, on the petition of either party to the Congress of the United

be

States,
is

may

finally determined, as near as

be, in the

same manner

as

before prescribed for deciding disputes respecting territorial jurisdic-

tion between different States.

Sec. 4.—The United States in Congress assembled shall also have the
sole and exclusive right and power of regulating the alloy and value of
coin struck

by

their

own

authority, or

by that

of the respective States

;

fixing the standard of weights and measures throughout the United
States regulating the trade and managing all affairs with the Indians,
;

not members of any of the States
of

any

State, within its

own

;

limits,

provided, that the legislative right

be not infringed or violated

;

estab-

lishing and regulating post-offices from one State to another throughout
the papers passing
all the United States, and exacting such postage on

through the same, as
said office

;

may

appointing

be requisite to defray the expenses of the

all officers of

the land forces in the service

of the United States, excepting regimental officers
officers of

the naval forces, and commissioning

the serviccof the United States

;

making

;

appointing

all officers

rules for the

all

the

whatever in

government and

regulation of the said land and naval forces, and directing their operations.

Sec 5.—The

United States in Congress assembled shall have author-
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in the recess of Congress, to be de-

sit

nominated, " y/ Committee of the States,"
delegate from each State
officers as

civil

may

;

be necessary for managing the general

the United States under their direction
to preside

the necessary sums of
States,

;

to appoint

money

any term of three years

in
to

;

to

borrow money or emit

bills

for defraying the public

on the credit of the United

States, transmitting every half-year to the respective States

of the

sums

navy

to agree

;

of

money

so borrowed or emitted

upon the number

tions from each State for

its

office of

to ascertain

;

be raised for the service of the United

and to appropriate and apply the same

expenses

affairs of

one of their number

provided that no person be allowed to serve in the

;

more than one year

president

and to consist of one

and to appoint such other committees and

;

of land forces,

to build

an account

and equip a

and to make

quota, in proportion to the

requisi-

number

of

white inhabitants in such State, which requisition shall be binding

and thereupon the
officers, raise

;

legislature of each State shall appoint the regimental

the men, clothe, arm, and equip them, in a soldier-like

manner, at the expense of the United States

;

and the

officers

and men

so clothed, armed, and equipped, shall march to the place appointed,
and within the time agreed on by the United States in Congress assem-

bled

;

but

if

the United States in Congress assembled shall, on consid-

eration of circumstances, judge proper that any State should not raise

men, or should

raise a smaller

other State should

number than

raise a greater

number

of

its

and that any

quota,

men than

the quota there-

such extra number shall be raised, officered, clothed, armed, and
equipped, in the same manner as the quota of such State, unless the
of,

legislature of such State shall judge that such extra

number cannot be

safely spared out of the same, in which case they shall
clothe, arm,

and equip, as

many

can be safely spared, and the

of such extra

officers

number

raise, officer,

as they judge

and men so clothed, armed, and

equipped, shall march to the place appointed, and within the time

agreed on by the United States in Congress assembled.
Sec. 6.—The United States in Congress assembled shall never engage
marque and reprisal in time of peace, nor

in a war, nor grant letters of

regulate the
enter into any treaties or alliances, nor coin money, nor
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value thereof, nor ascertain the sums and expenses necessary for the
defense and welfare of the United States, or any of them, nor emit

nor borrow money on the credit of the United

money, nor agree upon the number of
chased, or the

number

vessels of

States,

war

bills,

nor appropriate

to be built or pur-

of land or sea forces to be raised, nor appoint a

commander-in-chief of the army or navy, unless nine States assent to
the same

;

nor shall a question on any other point, except for adjourning

from day to day, be determined, unless by the votes of a majority of the
United States in Congress assembled.
Sec.

7.

—The

Congress of the United States shall have power to ad-

journ to any time within the year, and to any place within the United
States, so that

no period

of

adjournment be

for a longer duration than

the space of six months, and shall publish the journal of their proceedings monthly, except such parts thereof relating to treaties, alliances,
or military operations, as in their judgment require secrecy

;

and the

yeas and nays of the delegates of each State, on any question, shall be
entered on the journal,

when

it

is

desired by any delegate

;

and the

delegates of a State, or any of them, at his or their request, shall be

furnished with a transcript of the said journal, except such parts as are

above excepted, to lay before the legislatures of the several States.

ARTICI.E X.

The Committee

of the States, or

any nine

of them, shall be authorized

to execute, in the recess of Congress, such of the

powers of Congress as

the United States, in Congress assembled, by the consent of nine States,
shall,

from time to time, think expedient to vest them with

that no

power be delegated

;

provided

to the said committee, for the exercise of

which, by the Articles of Confederation, the voice of nine States, in the

Congress of the United States assembled,

is requisite.

ARTICI,K XI,

Canada, acceding to this Confederation, and joining in the measures
of the United States, shall be admitted into

and

entitled to all the ad-
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But no other colony shall be admitted into the

same, unless such admission be agreed to by nine States.

ARTICLE

XII.

moneys borrowed, and debts contracted by

All bills of credit emitted,

or under the authority of Congress, before the assembling of the United
States, in

pursuance of the present Confederation, shall be deemed and

considered as a charge against the United States, for payment and satisfaction whereof the said United States

and the public

faith are

hereby

solemnly pledged.

ARTICLE
Every State

shall abide

Congress assembled, in

by the determination

of the United States in

questions which by this Confederation are

all

And

submitted to them.

XIII.

the articles of this Confederation shall be in-

violably observed by every State

;

and the union

nor shall any alteration at any time hereafter be

be perpetual

shall

made

in

any of them

;

;

unless such alteration be agreed to in a Congress of the United States,

and be afterwards confirmed by the legislature of every

And

whereas

it

hath pleased the great Governor of the world to in-

cline the hearts of the legislatures
to approve of,

and

by virtue

we

of the

Know

and

and engage the

and confirm each and every of the

mitted to them

all
;

And we do

all

and singular

further solemnly

faith of our respective constituents, that they

by the determinations

assembled, in

to us given for that

and Perpetual Union, and

the matters and things therein contained.

shall abide

Con-

undersigned

name and in behalf of our respective

entirely ratify

said Articles of Confederation

plight

ye, that we, the

power and authority

purpose, do by these presents, in the
constituents, fully

respectively represent in Congress

to authorize us to ratify the said Articles of

federation and Perpetual Union,
delegates,

State.

of the United States in Congress

questions which by the said Confederation are sub-

and that the

articles thereof shall

be inviolably observed

by the Slates we respectively represent, and that the union

shall be
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In witness whereof

perpetual.

we have hereunto

set

our hands in

Congress.

Done

at Philadelphia, in the State of Pemisylvajiia, thegth day of July,

in the year of our

Lord

1778,

and

in the third year of the Tndepend-

ence of Avierica.

Hampshire. —Josiah Bartlett, John Wentworth, Jr.
Massachusetts Bay. —John Hancock, Samuel Adams,
Gerry, Francis Dana, James Lovel, Samuel Holton.

New

Rhode

Isi,and,

etc.

— William

El bridge

Henry Marchant, John

EHery,

Collins.

Connecticut.
Titus Hosmer,

—Roger Sherman, Samuel Huntington, Oliver Wolcott,

Andrew Adams.

New York. — James

Duane, Francis Lewis, "William Duer, Gouver-

neur Morris.

—John Witherspoon, Nath. Scudder.
Pennsylvania. — Robert Morris, Daniel Roberdeau,
New

Jersey.

Jona Bayard

Smith, William Clingan, Joseph Reed.

Delaware. —Thomas M'Kean, John

Dickinson, Nicholas

Van Dyke.

Maryland.— John Hanson, Daniel Carroll.
Virginia.

—Richard Henry Lee, John Banister, Thomas Adams, John

Harvie, Francis Lightfoot Lee.

North Carolina. —John
South Carolina.

Penn, Cons. Harnett, John Williams.

—Henry

Laurens,

Wm. Henry

Matthews, Richard Hutson, Thomas Heyward,

Georgia.

—^John Walton, Edward Telfair,

Drayton,

Jr.

Edward Langworthy.

John
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CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES.
We,

the People of the United States, in order to form a

more

perfect

union, establish justice, insure domestic tranquillity, provide for the

common defense, promote the general welfare, and secure the blessings of
liberty to ourselves
stitution for the

and our

posterity,

do ordain and establish

ARTICI.E

Section

i.

this

Con-

United States of North America.

I.

—All legislative powers herein granted shall be vested in a

Congress of the United States, which shall consist of a Senate and

House

of Representatives.

Sec.

2.

—The House of Representatives shall be composed of members

chosen every second year by the people of the several States, and the
electors in each State shall

No

have the qualifications requisite for electors

most numerous branch

of the

of the State legislature.

person shall be a representative

who

shall not

have attained to the

age of twenty-five years, and been seven years a citizen of the United
States,

in

and who

which he

shall not,

when

elected, be

an inhabitant of that State

shall be chosen.

Representatives and direct taxes shall be apportioned
eral States

respective

number
years,

The

which may be included within

numbers which

shall be

the sev-

determined by adding to the whole

of free^persons, inchuling those

and excluding Indians not taxed,

actual enumeration shall be

among

this union, according to their

bound

to ser\-ice for a terra of

three-fifths of all other persons.

made within

three years after the

first

meeting of the Congress of the United States, and within every subsequent term of ten years, in such manner as they shall by law

direct.
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The number
thousand

;

one

of representatives shall not exceed

such enumeration shall be made, the State of

iintil

for every thirty

but each State shall have at least one representative

Rhode

shall be entitled to choose three, Massachusetts, eight,

and Providence Plantations, one, Connecticut,

New

;

and

New Hampshire

five.

New

Island

York,

six,

Jersey, four, Pennsylvania, eight, Delaware, one, Maryland, six,

North Carolina,

Virginia, ten.

South Carolina,

five,

and Georgia,

five,

three.

WTien vacancies happen

in the representation

from any State, the execu-

tive authority thereof shall issue writs of election to

The House
officers

gi,;c.

;

and

fill

such vacancies.

of Representatives shall choose their speaker
shall

3.—The Senate
shall

be composed of two

of the United States shall

Senators from each State, chosen by

and each Senator

and other

have the sole power of impeachment.

have one

the legislature thereof, for six years

Inmiediately after they shall be assembled in consequence of the
election, they shall be divided, as equally as

The

;

vote.

may

first

be, into three classes.

seats of the senators of the first class shall be vacated at the expira-

tion of the second year, of the second class at the expiration of the

fourth year, and of the third class at the expiration of the sixth year, so
that one-third

may

be chosen every second year

and

;

if

vacancies hap-

pen, by resignation or otherwise, during the recess of the legislature of

any

State, the executive thereof

meeting of the

until the next

may make temporary appointments

legislature,

which

shall then

fill

such

vacancies.

No

person shall be a senator

of thirty years,

who
he

shall not,

who

shall not

and been nine years a

when

elected, be

have attained to the age

citizen of the

United States, and

an inhabitant of that State

for

which

shall be chosen.

The

Vice-President of the United States shall be president of the

Senate, but shall have no vote, unless they be equally divided.

The Senate

shall choose their other officers,

and

tempore, in the absence of the Vice-President, or
the oflice as President of the United States.

also a president

when he

pro

shall exercise
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shall

the President of the United States

and no person

;

Judgment,

office,

is tried,

the chief-justice shall pre-

impeachment,

and

shall not

disqualification to hold

honor, trust, or profit under the United States
shall, nevertheless,

Sec.

4.

and

and enjoy any

judgement,

trial,

to law.

—The times, places,

and manner of holding elections for sena-

but the Congress may, at any time,

;

office of

but the party convicted

representatives, shall be prescribed in each State

lature thereof
alter

;

extend further than to

be liable and subject to indictment,

and punishment, according

tors

affirmation.

present.

in cases of

removal from

on oath or

shall be convicted without the concurrence of two-

members

thirds of the

When
When

have the sole power to try all impeachments.

sitting for that purpose, they shall be

side
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b}'

by the

law,

legis-

make

or

such regulations, except as to the places of choosing senators.

The Congress
meeting

shall assemble at least

shall be

on the

first

once in every year

;

and such

Alonday in December, unless they

shall

by

law'appoint a different day.

Sec.

5.

— Each house shall be the judge of the

elections, returns,

and

own members and a majority of each shall constitute
a quorum to do business but a smaller number may adjourn from day to
day, and may be authorized to compel the attendance of absent members, in such manner and under such penalties as each house may provide.
Eacn house may determine the rules of its proceedings, punish its
members for disorderly behavior, and, with the concurrence of twoqualifications of its

;

;

thirds, expel a

Each house

member.

shall

keep a journal of

its

proceedings, and from time to

time publish the same, excepting such parts as
require secrecy

;

on any question,

and the yeas and nays

of the

may

in their

members

judgment

of either house,

shall at the desire of one-fifth of those present, be

entered on the journal.

Neither house, during the session of Congress,
sent of the other, adjourn for
place than that in

Sec.

6.

more than three

which the two houses

shall,

without the con-

days, nor to

any other

shall be sitting.

—The senators and representatives shall,

receive a compensa-

'
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tion for their services, to be ascertained

They

treasury of the United States.
felony,

and breach

by law and paid out

of the peace be privileged

from

of the

except treason,

shall, in all cases

arrest during their

attendance on the session of their respective houses, and in going to

and returning from the same

and, for any speech or debate in either

;

house, they shall not be questioned in any other place.

No

senator or representative shall, during the time for which he was

any

elected, be appointed to

civil office

under the authority of the

United States which shall have been created, or the emoluments

whereof shall have been increased during such time
holding any

house during his continuance in

Sec.

7.

;

but the Senate

ments, as on other

Every

bill

which

inated,

;

if

it

become a law, be presented

he approve he shall sign

shall enter the objections at large

proceed to reconsider

If,

it.

after

that house shall agree to pass the

sidered, and,

if

of

to the President

but
it

if

not he shall

have orig-

shall

on their journal, and

such reconsideration, two-thirds of
bill, it

shall be sent, together with

the objections, to the other house, by which

law.

it,

with his objections, to that house in which

who

House

propose or concur with amend-

have passed the House of Representatives and

shall

of the United States
it,

shall originate in the

may

bills.

the Senate, shall, before

return

office.

—All bills for raising revenue

Representatives

and no person

;

under the United States shall be a member of either

office

it

shall likewise

approved by two-thirds of that house,

it

shall

be recon-

become a

But, in all such cases, the votes of both houses shall be deter-

mined by yeas and nays

;

and the names of the persons voting

for

and

against the bill shall be entered on the journal of each house respectively.

If

any

bill shall

not be returned by the President within ten

days (Sundays excepted) after

same

shall be a

it sh'all

have been presented to him, the

law in like manner as

if

Congress by their adjournment prevent

its

he had signed
return, in

it,

unless the

which case

it

shall

not be a law.

Every order,

resolution, or vote, to

Senate and House of Representatives

which the concurrence

may be

of the

necessary (except on a
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question of adjournment), shall be presented to the President of the

United States

by him,

or,

;

and, before the same shall take effect, shall be approved

being disapproved by him, shall be repassed by two-thirds

of the Senate

and House

of Representatives, according to the rules

limitations prescribed in the case of a

Sec.

To

8.

—The Congress shall

and

bill.

have power

:

lay and collect taxes, duties, imposts, and excises, to pay the

debts,

and provide

United States

;

but

for the

common

all duties,

throughout the United States

defense and general welfare, of the

imposts, and excises shall be uniform

:

To borrow money on the credit of the United States
To regulate commerce with foreign nations, and among the
:

States,

To

and with the Indian

tribes

establish an uniform rule of naturalization,

and uniform laws on

the subject of bankruptcies throughout the United States

To
fix

several

:

:

coin money, regulate the value thereof, and of foreign coin, and

the standard of weights and measures

To provide

for the

:

punishment of counterfeiting the

current coin of the United States

To establish post-offices and
To promote the progress of

securities

and

:

post-roads

:

science and useful

by securing

arts,

for

limited times, to authors and inventors, the exclusive right to their
respective writings

and discoveries

:

To

constitute tribunals inferior to the

To

define

Supreme Court

seas,

and offenses against the law

of nations

To

declare war, grant letters of

marque and

concerning captures on land and water

To

raise

:

and punish piracies and felonies committed on the high

and support armies

;

:

reprisal,

and make

rules

:

but no appropriation of

use shall be for a longer term than two years

To provide and maintain a navy
To make rules for the government and

money

to that

:

:

regulation of the land and

naval forces

To provide

for calling forth the militia,

to execute the laws of the

Union, suppress insurrections, and repel invasions

:

APPENDIX.

432

To provide
for

for organizing, arming,

governing such part of them as

and disciplining the

may

militia,

and

be employed in the service of

the United States, reserving to the States respectively, the appointment
of the officers,

and the authority

discipline prescribed

of training the militia according to the

by Congress

To exercise exclusive legislation,

:

in all cases whatsoever, over

such dis-

(not exceeding ten miles square) as may, by cession of particular

trict

States,

and the acceptance of Congress, become the

of the United States,

and

seat of

government

to exercise like authority over all places pur-

chased by the consent of the legislature of the State in which the same
shall be, for the erection of forts, magazines, arsenals, dockyards,

other needful buildings

To make

all

:

and

—And

laws which shall be necessary and proper for carrying

into execution the foregoing powers,

and all other powers vested by

this

Constitution in the government of the United States, or in any depart-

ment or
Sec.
States

officer thereof.

9.

—The migration or importation of such persons, as any of the

now existing

shall think proper to admit, shall not be prohibited

by the Congress prior to the year one thousand eight hundred and
eight but a tax, or duty, may be imposed on such importation, not
;

exceeding ten dollars

The
less

when

quire

No
No

for

each person.

privilege of the writ of habeas corpus shall not be suspended, unin cases of rebellion or invasion the public safety

may

re-

it.

bill of

attainder or

ex post /ado law

shall be passed.

capitation or other direct tax shall be laid, unless in proportion to

the census, or enumeration, hereinbefore directed to be taken.

No

tax or duty shall be laid on articles exported from any State.

No

commerce or revenue to
another nor shall vessels bound

preference shall be given by any regulation of

the ports of one State over those of
to or

from one State be obliged to

;

enter, clear or

pay

duties, in an-

other.

No money

shall be

appropriations

drawn from the treasury but

made by law

;

in

consequence of

and a regular statement and account

of
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money

the receipts and expenditures of all public

shall be published

from time to time.

No

title

by the United States

of nobility shall be granted

person holding any

office of profit or trust

under them

;

shall,

and no
without

the consent of the Congress, accept of any present, emolument,
or

of anj'

title

Skc.
ation

io.

— No State shall enter into any treaty,

grant letters of marque and reprisnl

;

credit

make any thing

;

debts

kind whatever, from any king, prince, or foreign

;

No

;

alliance, or confeder-

coin

money

ex post facto

or grant any

title

law, or law impairing the

may

or duties on imports or exports, except what
sary for executing
laid

its

inspection laws

any imposts

and the net produce of

;

use of the treasury of the United States

and control

la}'

be absolutely neces-

by any State on imports or exports,

ject to the revision

bills of

of nobilit}'.

State shall, without the consent of the Congress,

and imposts

emit

;

but gold and silver coin a tender in payment of

pass any bill of attainder,

obligation of contracts

;

ofTice,

state.

;

and

all

all duties

shall be for the

such laws shall be sub-

of the Congress.

No

State shall, with-

out the consent of Congress, lay any duty of tonnage, keep troops or
ships of

war

in time of peace, enter into

any agreement or compact

with another State or with a foreign power, or engage in war, unless actually invaded, or in such

imminent danger as
ARTICI^E

Section

i.

Each State
direct,

II.

He

shall hold his office during the

and together with the Vice-President, chosen

term, be elected as follows

may

admit of delay.

—The executive power shall be vested in a President of the

United States of America.
four years,

will not

term of

for the

same

:

shall appoint, in such

manner

as the legislature thereof

a number of electors equal to the whole number of senators

and representatives to which the State may be entitled in the Congress
but no senator or representative, or person holding an
profit

The
for

under the United
electors shall

two persons, of

States, shall be apnointed

meet

whom

elector.

and vote by

ballot

one, at least, shall not be an inhabitant of

the same State with themselves.

28

an

in their respective States,

;

office of trust or

And

they shall

make

a

list

of all the
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persons voted

ment

for,

and

shall sign

and

number

of the

certify,

of votes for each

and transmit sealed

;

which

they

list

to the seat of the govern-

of the United States, directed to the president of the Senate.

!The president of the Senate

House

of Representatives,

then be counted.

number

all

presence of the Senate and

the certificates

The person having the

be the President,

shall

shall, in the

open

if

;

and the votes

number

greatest

shall

of votes

such number be a majority of the whole

of electors appointed

;

and

if

there be

more than one who have

such majorit)-, and have an equal nimiber of votes, then the House of
Representatives shall immediately choose, by ballot, one of
President
est

;

on the

States

;

for

if

list,

the said house shall, in like manner, choose the Pres-

But,

ident.

no person have a majority, then, from the

them

and

high-

in choosing the President, the votes shall be taken

the representation from each State having one vote

for this purpose shall consist of a

of the States

five

;

and a majority

member

or

members from

;

a

by

quorum

two-thirds

of all the States shall be necessary to a

In every case, after the choice of the President, the person

choice.

having the greatest number of votes of the electors shall be Vice-President.

But,

if

there should remain two or

more who have equal

votes,

the Senate shall choose from them, by ballot, the Vice-President.

The Congress may determine the time

of choosing the electors,

the day on which they shall give their votes

same throughout the United

No

which day

;

and

shall be the

States.

person except a natural born citizen, or a citizen of the United

States at the time of the adoption of this Constitution, shall be eligible
to the office of President
loflice

who

shall not

;

neither shall any penson be eligible to that

have attained to the age of thirty-five years, and

been fourteen years a resident within the I'nited States.
In case of the removal of the President from

office,

or of his death,

resignation, or inability to discharge the powers or duties of the said
office,

the same shall devolve on the Vice-President

mav, by law, provide
inabilitj',

for the case of removal,

;

and the Congress

death, resignation, or

both of the President and Vice-President, declaring what

officer shall

then act as President

;

and such

officer shall act accord-

ingly, until the disability be removed, or a President shall be elected.
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shall, at stated times, receive for his sen-ices a cotti-

pensation, which shall neither be increased nor diminished during the

period for which he shall have been elected

and he

;

shall not receive

within that period any other emolument from the United States or any
of them.

Before he enter on the execution of his
following oath or affirmation

"

I

do solemnly swear

office of

he

office,

shall

take the

:

(or affirm) that

I

will faithfully execute the

President of the United States, and will, to the best of

abilit}', presen,-e,

protect,

my

and defend the Constitution of the United

States."

Sec.

2.

— The President

navy of the United

States,

shall be

and

commander-in-chief of the army and

of the militia of the several States,

called into the actual service of the United States

;

when

he may require the

opinion, in writing, of the principal officer in each of the executive de-

partments, upon any subject relating to the duties of their respective
offices,

and he

shall

have power to grant reprieves and pardon, for

offenses against the United States except in cases of

He

shall

Senate, to

concur

;

impeachment.

have power, by and with the advice and consent of the

make

and he

treaties,

provided two-thirds of the senators present

shall nominate,

and by and with the advice and consent

of the Senate, shall appoint, ambassadors, other public ministers,

consuls, judges of the

Supreme

Court,

and

United States, whose appointments are not
for,

and which

shall be established

by law

:

all

and

other officers of the

h':^rein

otherwise provided

but the Congress may, by

law, vest the appointment of such inferior ofTicers as they think proper,
in the President alone, in the courts of law, or in the heads of depart-

ments.

The President

shall

have power to

happen during the

recess of the Senate,

shall expire at the

end

Sec.

3.

fill

up

all

vacancies that

may

by granting commissions, which

of their next -session.

— He shall, from time to

tion of the state of the Union,

time, give to the Congress informa-

and recommend

to their consideration

such measures as he shall judge necessary and expedient

;

he may, on
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extraordinary occasions, convene both houses,
in case of

journment, he
proper

he

;

either of them, and,

c)r

disagreement between them with respect to

may

shall receive

Sec.

all
4.

time of ad-

ambassadors and other public ministers

shall take care that the laws be faithfully executed

mission

tlie

adjourn them to such time as he shall think

;

and

shall

he

;

com-

the officers of the United States.

—The

President, Vice-President, and

United States, shall be removed from

office

officers of the

civil

all

on impeachment for and

conviction of treason, bribery, or other high crimes and misdemeanors.

ARTICLE

Section

i.

— The judicial power of the United States

Supreme

in a

preme and inferior

Sec.

The

establish.

may

judges, both of the su-

courts, shall hold their offices during

shall, at stated times,

which

shall be vested

Court, and in such inferior courts as the Congress

from time to time ordain and

and

III.

good behavior

;

receive for their .services a compensation,

shall not be diminished during their continuance in office.
2.

—The

judicial

power

shall

extend to

all cases,

in

law and

equity, arising under this Constitution, the laws of the United States,

and

treaties

made, or which

all cases affecting

cases of admiralty

all

or

more

be made, under their authority

and maritime jurisdiction

which the United States
States,

shall

ambassadors, other public ministers and consuls

shall be a party

between a State and

;

;

to

;

to

to controversies to

to controversies

between two

citizens of another State,

citizens of different States, between citizens of the

;

between

same State claiming

lands under grants of different States, and between a State, or the
citizens thereof,

and foreign

States, citizens, or .subjects.

In all cases affecting ambassadors, other public ministers and consuls,
and those in which a State shall be a party, the Supreme Court shall

have original jurisdiction.
the

Supreme

fact,

shall

In

all

the other cases before mentioned,

Court shall have appellate jurisdiction both as to law and

with such exceptions, and under such regulations as the Congress

make.

The

trial of all

crimes, except in cases of impeachment, shall be

by
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be held in the State where the said crimes

have been committed'; but, when not committed within any

State, the trial shall be at such place or places as the Congress

may by

law have directed,
SE».

3.

—Treason against the United States shall consist only in

levj'-

ing war against them, or in adhering to their enemies, giving them aid

and comfort.

No

person shall be convicted of treason unless on the

testimony of two witnesses to the same overt

open

act, or

on confession

in

court.

The Congress

shall

have power to declare the punishment of treason,

but no attainder of treason shall work corruption of blood or forfeiture,
except during the

life of

the person attained.

ARTICI,E

Section

i.

IV.

—Full faith and credit shall be given in each State

public acts, records and judicial proceedings of every other State.

the Congress

may by general

acts, records,

and proceedings

Sec,

2.

A

And

laws prescribe the manner in which such
shall

be proved, and the

—The citizens of each State shall be

and immunities

to the

effect thereof.

entitled to all pji\dleges

of citizens in the several States.

person charged in any State with treason, felony, or other crime,

who shall flee from justice, and be found in another State, shall, on demand of the executive aiithority of the State from which he fled, be
delivered up, to be removed to the State having jurisdiction of the

crime.

No

person held to service or labor in one State under the laws thereof,

escaping into another, shall, in consequence of any law or regulation
therein, be discharged

from such service or

up on claim of the party to

Sec
Union

3.
;

—New

but no

diction of

States

new

labor, but shall

service or labor

may be admitted by

State shall

any other State

two or more

whom such

:

be delivered

may be

due.

the Congress into this

be formed or erected within the

nor any State be formed

bj'

juris-

the jimction of

States, or parts of States, without the consent of the legis-

lature of the States concerned, as well as of the Congress.
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The Congress
rules

and

shall

have power to dispose of and make

all

needful

regulations respecting the territoVy or other property belong-

ing to the United States

;

and nothing

in this Constitution shall

be so

construed as to prejudice any claims of the United States, or of any
particular State.

Sec.

4.

—The

United States shall guarantee to every State in this

Union a republican form
against invasion

;

government, and shall protect each of them

and on application of the legislature, or of the ex-

(when the

ecutive

of

legislature cannot be convened), against domestic

violence.

ARTICLE

V.

The Congress, whenever two-thirds of both houses shall deem it necshall propose amendments to this Constitvition, or, on the

essary,

application of the legislatures of two-thirds of the several States, shall
call a

convention for proposing amendments, which, in either case, shall

be valid, to
ratified

all

by the

intents and purposes, as part of this Constitution,

conventions in three-fourths thereof, as the one or the other
ratification

may

be

proposed by the Congress

amendment, which may be made
hundred and

eight, shall in

its

;

mode

of

Provided, that no

prior to the year one thousand eight

any manner

clauses in the ninth section of the

out

when

legislatures of three-fourths of the several States, or b)'

affect the first

and fourth

and that no

State, with-

first article

consent, shall be deprived of

its

;

equal suffrage in the Senate.

ARTICI^E VI.
All debts contracted, and engagements entered into, before the adoption of this Constitution, shall be as valid against the United States un-

der this Constitution, as under the Confederation.

This Constitution, and the laws of the United States which shall be
in pursuance thereof and all treaties made, or which shall be

made

;

made, under the authority of the United
law of the laud

;

and the Judges

States, shall

in every State shall

be the supreme

be bound thereby.
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laws of any State to the contrary not-

withstanding.

The

senators and representatives before mentioned, and the

of the several State legislatures,

both of the United States

and

and

all

members

executive and judicial

of the several States, shall be

oath or affirmation to support this Constitution
shall ever be required as a qualification to any

;

officers,

bound by

but no religious test

office or public trust

un-

der the United States.

ARTICLE

,

The

ratification of the

VII.

conventions of nine States shall be sufficient

for the establishment of this Constitution

between the States so

ratify-

ing the same.

Done

in Conventioti by the nnani}>!oiis consent

of the States present, the

seventeenth day of September, in the year of our

seven hundred

and eighty

-seven,

United States of Ainerica the

Lord one thousand

and of*ihe Independence of

the

In wit>iess whereof zve have

tivrlftli.

hereunto subscribed our names.

Grorge Washington,

President,

and Deputy fro>n Virginia.

New

—John Langdon, Nicholas Oilman.
—Nathaniel Gorham, Rufus King.

Hampshire.

Massachusetts.
Connecticut.

— William

Samuel Johnson, Roger Sherman.

New York. — Alexander Hamilton.
New Jersey. — William Ivivingston,

David Bearly, William Patterson,

Jonathan Dayton.
PENN.Svi,vani.\. ^Benjamin Tranklin,
ris,

Thomas

Mifflin,

Robert Mor-

George Clymer, Thomas Fitzsimons, Jared IngersoU, James Wilnon,

Gouverneur Morris.

Delaware. — George Read, Gunning

Bedford,

Jr.,

John Dickinson,

Richard Bassctt, Jacob Broom.
Maryi.-\nd.
Carroll.

—James McHenry,

Daniel of

St.

Thomas

Jenifer, Daniel
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Virginia.

North

—John Blair, James Madison,
—William BlouHt, Richard
Jr.

Caroi^ina.

Dobbs Spaight, Hugh

Williamson.

South Carowna. —John Rutledge,

Charles Cotesworth Pinckney,

Charles Pinckney, Pierce Butler.

Georgia.

—William Few,

Attest

Abraham Baldwin.

:

Wii,UAivi Jackson, Secretary.
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AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION.
ARTICLE
Congress shall

make no law

I.

respecting an establishment of religion,

or prohibiting the free exercise thereof

speech or of the press

and

to petition the

;

government

or abridging the freedom of

for a redress of grievances.

ARTICLE

A well-regulated

;

or the right of the people peaceably to assemble,

II.

militia being necessary to the security of a free State,

the right of the people to keep and bear arms shall not be infringed.

ARTICLE

No

soldier shall, in time of peace,

the consent of the owner

;

III.

be quartered in any house without

nor in time of war, but in a manner to be

prescribed by law.

ARTICLE

The
and

IV.

right of the people to be secure in their persons, houses, papers,

effects,

violated

;

against unreasonable searches and seizures, shall not be

and no warrants

by oath or

affirmation,

shall issue but

upon probable

cause, supported

and particularly describing the place

to be

searched, and the person or things to be seized.

ARTICLE

No

V.

person shall be held to answer for a capital or otherwise infamous

crime, unless on a presentment or indictment of a grand jury, except in
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cases arising in the land or naval forces, or in the militia when in actual
service in time of

same

for the

war or public danger nor
;

offense, to

shall be compelled, in

nor be deprived of

any criminal

life,

any person be subject,

shall

be twice put in jeopardy of

life

or limb

;

nor

case, to be a witness against himself

;

without due process of law

;

liberty, or property,

nor shall private property be taken for public use without just compensation.

ARTICLE
In

all

VI.

criminal prosecutions, the accused shall enjoy the right to a

speedy and public

trial,

by an impartial jury of the State and

wherein the crime shall have been committed, which

been previously ascertained by law

and cause

of the accusation

;

;

and

district

district shall

ha^e

to be informed of the natvire

to be confronted with the witnesses against

him, to have compulsory process for obtaining witnesses in his favor,

and

to

have the assistance of counsel for his defense.

ARTICLE
In suits at

twenty
tried

common

law,

where the value

dollars, the right of trial

by a jury

VII.

by jury

in controversy shall

shall be preserved

shall be otherwise re-examined in

States than according to the rules of the

ARTICLE

;

exceed

and no fact

any court of the United

common

law.

VIII.

Excessive bail shall not be required, nor excessive fines imposed, nor
cruel

and unusual punishments

inflicted.

ARTICLE

The enumeration

IX.

in the Constitution of certain rights, shall not be

construed to deny or disparage others retained by the people.

ARTICLE

The powers not delegated

X.

to the United States

by the Constitution,
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nor prohibited by it to the States, are reserved to the States respectively,
or to the people.

ARTICLE

The

judicial

power of the United States

tend to any suit in

by

any foreign

meet

in their respective States,

and Vice-President, one

of

whom,

ballots the person voted for as President,

Vice-President

voted for as

lists of all

shall sign

;

;

and

they shall

and

and transmit sealed

name

shall
all

make

for each,

which

to the seat of the

counted

;

if

lists

they

;

the pres-

House

of

the certificates, and the votes shall then be

the person having the greatest

shall be the President,

distinct

government

ident of the Senate shall, in the presence of the Senate and
all

in their

persons voted for

of the United States, directed to the president of the Senate

Representatives, open

ballot

not be an

in distinct ballots the

and they

and of the number of votes

certify,

and vote by

at least, shall

persons voted for as President, and of

as Vice-President;

citizens or sub-

XII.

inhabitant of the same State with themselves

person

by

State.

electors shall

for President

or prosecuted against one

citizens of another State, or

ARTICLE

The

shall not be construed to ex-

commenced

lav? or equity,

of the United States
jects of

XI.

number

of votes for President

such number be a majority of the whole num-

ber of electors appointed

;

and

if

no person have such majority, then

from the persons having the highest numbers, not exceeding three on
the

list

House

of Representatives

ballot, the President.

But, in choosing

of those voted for as President, the

shall choose immediately,

by

the President, the votes shall be taken by States, the representation

from each State having one vote
sist of

a

member

or

;

a

members from

jority of all the States shall

quorum

for this purpose shall con-

two-thirds of the States, and a ma-

be necessary to a choice.

of Representatives shall not choose a President,

And

if

the House

whenever the right of

choice shall devolve upon them, before the fourth day of March next
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following, then the Vice-President shall act as President, as in the case
of the death or other constitutional disability of the President,

The person having the
shall

number

number

greatest

be the Vice-President,

if

of electors appointed

;

and

if

from the two highest numbers on the
Vice-President

the whole

;

a

number

quorum

for the

of senators,

of votes as Vice-President,

such number be a majority of the whole

no person have a majority, then

list,

the Senate shall choose the

purpose shall consist of two-thirds of

and a majority

of the

whole nvmiber shall

be necessary to a choice.

But no person constitutionally ineligible to the
shall

be

eligible to that of Vice-President of the

ARTICLE
Section
punishment

i.

—Neither

for crime,

shall exist within the

ofiSce of President,

United States.

XIII.

slavery nor involuntary servitude, except as a

whereof the party shall have been duly convicted
United States, or any place subject to their

juris-

diction.

Sec.

2.

— Congress shall

have power to iuforce

this Article

by appro-

priate legislation.

ARTXCI.E XIV.

Section

i.

—All persons born or naturalized in the United States, and

subject to the jurisdiction thereof, are citizens of the United States and
of the State wherein they reside.

No

State shall

make

or enforce any

law which shall abridge the privileges or immunities of citizens of the
United States nor shall any State deprive any person of life, liberty,
;

or property, without due process of law, nor
its

deny

to

any person within

jurisdiction the equal protection of the laws.

Sec.

2.

— Representatives

States, according to their

shall

be apportioned among the several

respective numbers, counting the whole

number of persons in each State, excluding Indians not taxed. But
when the right to vote at any election for choice of electors for President and Vice-President of the United States, representatives in Congress, the executive

and

the legislature thereof,

is

judicial oflBcers of a State, or the

members

of

denied to any of the male inhabitants of such
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crime, the basis of representation therein shall be reduced in the pro-

portion which the

number
Sec.

number

of such

male

citizens shall bear to the

whole

of male citizens twenty-one years of age in such State.

— No person shall be a senator, or

3.

representative in Congress,

or elector of President and Vice-President, or hold any office, civil or
military,

under the United

States, or

under any State, who, having

member of Congress, or as an officer of
member of any vState legislature, or as an

previously taken an oath as a

the United States, or as a

executive or judicial officer of any State, to support the Constitution of
the United States, shall have engaged in insurrection or rebellion
against the same, or given aid or comfort to the enemies thereof
gress

may by

Sec.
ized

4.

;

but Con-

a vote of two-thirds of each house, remove such disability.

—The validity of the public debt of

by law, including debts incurred

for

the United States author-

payment

of pensions,

and

boiinties for services in suppressing insurrection or rebellion, shall not

be questioned.

sume

States, nor

But neither the United

any

State, shall as-

or pay any debt or obligation incurred in aid of insurrection or

rebellion against the United States, or

cipation of any slave

;

but

all

any claim

for the loss or

eman-

such debts, obligations, and claims shall

be held illegal and void.
3EC.

5.

—The Congress

shall

have power to enforce by appropriate

legislation the provisions of this Article.

ARTICI,E XV.

Section

i.

—^The right of

citizens of the United States to vote shall

not be denied or abridged by the United States, or by any State, on

account of race, color, or previous condition of servitude.
Sec.

2.

—The Congress

appropriate legislation.

shall

have power to enforce this Article by
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WASHINGTON'S FAREWELL ADDRESS.
Friends and Fhixow-Citizens

The period
government

for a

of the

new

:

election of a citizen to administer the executive

United States being not

and the time

far distant,

when your thoughts must be employed in designating
the person who is to be clothed with that important trust, it appears
to me proper, especially as it may conduce to a more distinct expression
of the public voice, that I should now apprise you of the resolution I
have formed, to decline being considered among the number of those
actually arrived

out of
I

whom

beg you,

a choice

to be

is

same

at the

this resolution has not

made.

time, to do

me

siderations appertaining to the relation

his country
silence in

;

and

my

that, in

situation

is

but

;

regard to

strict

which binds a

impl}', I

am

;

am

the con-

all

dutiful citizen to

withdrawing the tender of

might

of zeal for your future interest

your past kindness

the justice to be assured that

been taken without a

service,

which

influenced by no diminution

no deficiency

supported by a

of grateful respect for

full

conviction that the step

compatible with both.

The acceptance
your

sviffrages

and continuance hitherto

of,

clination to the opinion of duty,

your desire.

to be

I

my power,

earlier in

and to a deference

constantly hoped that

drawn.

the office to which

The strength

of

my

for

sacrifice of in-

what appeared

would have been much

it

consistently with motives

to disregard, to return to that retirement
t^antly

in,

have twice called me, have been a uniform

which I was not

from which

inclination to

do

I

at liberty

had been
this,

reluc-

previous to

the last election, had even led to the preparation of an address to declare
it

to

you

;

but mature reflection on the then perplexed and

ture of our affairs with

persons entitled to

my

foreign nations, and the

confidence, impelled

me

to

critical pos-

unanimous ad\nce
abandon the

idea.

of
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rejoice that the state of your concerns, external as well as internal,

no longer renders the pursuit of inclination incompatible with the
sentiment of duty or propriety

may

l)e

retained for

my

am

and

;

our country, you will not disapprove of

The impressions with which

ni}'

circumstances of

determination to

retire.

undertook the arduous trust were

I first

explained on the proper occasion.

only say that

persuaded, whatever partiality

services, that, in the present

In the discharge of this trust,

I will

have, with good intentions, contributed towards the

I

organization and administration of the government the best exertions,
of

which a very

fallible

judgment was capable.

outset of the inferiority of

eyes

—perhaps

still

more

any

in the eyes

motives to difiidence of myself
years admonishes me,
as necessary to

me

as

of others

my own

— has strengthened

and every day the

;

more and more,

it

Not unconscious in the

qualifications, experience, in

my

the

weight of

that the shade retirement

will be welcome.

stances have given peculiar value to

inciseasing

Satisfied that

is

any circum-

services they were temporary, I

have the consolation to believe that, while choice and prudence invite

me

to quit the political scene, patriotism does not forbid

In looking forward to the
career of

my

public

life,

my

moment which
feelings

is

do not permit

me

deep acknowledgment of that debt of gratitude which
loved country for the

many hojiors

for the steadfast confidence with

the opportunities

it

I

to suspend the

owe

which

it

has

my

to

be-

me still more
supported me and for

has conferred upon

;

;

have thence enjoyed of manifesting

I

it.

intended to terminate the

my

inviolable

attachment, by services faithful and persevering, though in usefulness

unequal to

my

services, let

structive

it

If benefits

zeal.

have resulted to our country from these

always be remembered to your praise, and as an

example

in our annals,, that,

in-

under circumstances in which

the passions, agitated in every direction, were liable to mislead

;

amidst

appearances sometimes dubious, vicissitudes of fortune often discouraging

;

in situations in

countenanced the

which, not unfrequently, want of success has

spirit of criticism

the essential prop of the

they were effected.
it

with

me

to

my

efforts,

— the constancy of your support was

and a guarantee

of the plans,

Profoundly penetrated with this idea,

by which

I shall

carry

grave, as a strong incitement to unceasing wishes,
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that

Heaven may continue

to

you the choicest tokens of its beneficence

that your union and brotherly affection
Constitution,

tained

;

that

which
its

is

may

be perpetual

the work of your hands,

may

be sacredly main-

administration, in every department,

with wisdom and virtue

;

that, in fine,

;

that the free

;

may

be stamped

the happiness of the people of

may

these States, under the auspices of liberty,

made complete, by

be

so careful a preservation and so prudent a use of this blessing as will

acquire to
tion,

and

them the glory

of

reconmiending

which

adoption of every nation

Here, perhaps,

ought

I

to stop

which cannot end but with

my

;

is

it

to the applause, the affec-

yet a stranger to

it.

but a solicitude for your welfare,

life,

and the apprehension

of

danger

natural to that solicitude, urge me, on an occasion like the present, to
offer to

your solemn contemplation, and to recommend to your frequent

review,

some sentiments which

are the result of

much

inconsiderable observation, and which appear to

the permanency of your felicity as a people.

you with the more freedom, as

j'ou

ested warnings of a parting friend,

motive to bias his counsels
it,

;

can

nor can

your indulgent reception of

my

These

onlj' see in

who can

me

reflection, of

will

be offered to

them the

possibly have

I forget, as

no

all-important to

disinter-

no personal

an encouragement to

sentiments on a former and not dis-

similar occasion.

Interwoven as
hearts,

is

the love of liberty with every ligament of your

no recommendation of mine

is

necessary to fortify or confirm

the attachment.

The Unity of Government, which constitutes you one
now dear to you. It is justly so for it is a main pillar
;

of your real independence

—the

people,

is

also

in the edifice

support of your tranquillity at home,

your peace abroad, of your safety, of your prosperity, of that very
liberty

which you so highly

different causes

many

artifices

this truth

;

and from

prize.

But as

it is

different quarters,

easy to foresee that, from

much

pains will be taken,

employed, to weaken in your minds the conviction of

as this

is

the point in your political fortress against which

the batteries of internal and external enemies will be most constantly

and actively (though often covertly and
infinite

moment

that

insidiousl}') directed

—

it is

of

you should properly estimate the immense value
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Union

you should cherish a

to

;

and prosperity

with jealous anxiety
suspicion that

it

as the palladium

watching for

discountenancing whatever

;

its

may

any event, be abandoned

can, in

it

;

;

and immovable attachment

cordial, habitual,

accustoming yourselves to think and speak of

of your political safety

f row

and individual happiness

to your collective

that
it
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;

preservation

suggest even a

and indignantly

ning upon the first dawning of every attempt to alienate any portion

of our country

from the

or to enfeeble the sacred ties

rest,

which now

link together the various parts.

For

this

zens by

you have every inducement

birth or choice, of a

common

to concentrate your affections.

sympathy and

of

The name

to you in your national capacity,

interest.

Citi-

country, that country has a right
of

American, which belongs

must always

exalt the just pride of

patriotism, more than any appellation derived from local discriminations.

With

slight shades of difference,

manners, habits, and

you have the same

political principles.

cause, fought and triumphed together

;

You

have, in a

common

and

common

the independence and liberty

you possess are the work of joint counsels and and joint
dangers, sufferings,

religion,

efforts

—of

successes.

But these considerations, however powerfully they address themselves
to your sensibility, are greatly outweighed by those which apply more
immediately to your interest

:

here every portion of our country finds

the most commanding motives for carefully guarding and preserving
the union of the whole.

The North,

in

an unrestrained intercourse with the South, protected

by the equal laws

of a

common government,

finds, in the

of the latter, great additional resources of maritime
enterprise,

and precious materials

productions

and commercial

of manufacturing industry.

The

South, in the same intercourse, benefiting by the agency of the North,

and

sees its agriculture grow,

into its

own channels

its

commerce expand.

the seamen of the North,

navigation invigorated

;

and while

it

it

Turning partly

finds its particular

contributes, in different ways, to

nourish and increase the general mass of the national navigation,
looks forward to the protection of a maritime strength to which

unequally adapted.
29

The

it

itself is

East, in a like intercourse with the West,

APPENDIX.

4SO

already finds, and in the progressive improvement of interior com-

munications, by land and water, will more and more find a valuable

vent for the commodities which
at

growth and comfort
it

must

of necessity

for its

own

it

brings from abroad, or manufactures

derives from the East supplies requisite to

The West

home.

—and what

is

perhaps of

still

owe the secure enjoyment

productions to

the weight,

its

greater consequence,

of indispensable outlets

and the future

influence,

maritime strength of the Atlantic side of the Union, directed by an
dissoluble

community

which the West can hold
from

its

own

one nation.

of interest as

this essential

Any

in-

other tenure by

advantage, whether derived

separate strength, or from an apostate and unnatural con-

nection with any foreign power, must be intrinsically precarious.

While, then, every part of our country thus feels an immediate and
particular interest in Union, all the parts
in

the united mass of

means and

combined cannot

efforts,

fail to find

greater strength, greater

resource, proportionably greater security from external danger, a less

frequent interruption of their peace by foreign nations

;

and what

is

of

inestimable value, they must derive from Union an exemptioji from
those broils and wars between themselves, which so frequently

afflict

neighboring countries, not tied together by the same government
which their own rivalships alone would be sufficient to produce, but
attachments, and intrigues would

which opposite foreign

alliances,

stimulate and embitter.

Hence, likewise, they will avoid the necessity

of those

overgrown military establishments, which under any form of

government are inauspicious
particularly hostile to

to liberty,

and which are

to

be regarded as

In this sense

Republican Liberty.

it

is,

that

your Union ought to be considered as the main prop of j-our liberty,

and that the love

of the one

ought to endear to you the preser\-ation of

the other.

These considerations speak a persuasive language to every reflecting
and virtuous mind, and exhibit the contiimance of the Union as a
primary object of patriotic

desire.

Is there a

government can embrace so large a sphere

To

listen to

mere

?

doubt whether a

common

Let experience solve

speculation in such a case were criminal.

We

it.

are

authorized to hope that a proper organization of the whole, with the
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auxiliary agency of governments for the respective subdivisions,
afford a

happy

to

Union

parts of our country, while experience shall not have

all

will

well worth a fair and full

It is

With such powerful and obvious motives

experiment.
ing

issue to the experiment.

affect-

demon-

strated its impracticability, there will always be reason to distrust the

patriotism of those

who

in

any quarter may endeavor

to

weaken

its

bands..

may disturb

In contemplating the causes which

our Union,

it

occurs

as matter of serious concern, that

any ground should have been

nished for characterizing

by geographical discriminations

parties

men

Northern and Southern, Atlantic and Western ; whence designing

may endeavor
interests

to excite a belief that there

and views.

One

districts.

a real difference of local

of the expedients of party to acquire influ-

ence, within particular districts,

aims of other

is

fur-

and

to misrepresent the opinions

is

You cannot

shield yourselves too

much

against

the jealousies and heart-burnings which spring from these misrepresentations

;

who ought

they tend to render alien to each other those

bound together by

The

fraternal affection.

country have lately had a useful lesson on this head
in the negotiation

by the Senate,

by the executive, and

of the treaty with Spain,

to be

inhabitants of our Western

in the

and

:

they have seen,

unanimous

ratification

in the universal satisfac-

tion at the event throughout the United States, a decisive proof

how

unfounded were the suspicions propagated among them of a policy

in

the general government, and in the Atlantic States, unfriendly to their
interests in regard to the Mississippi

;

they have been witnesses to the

formation of two treaties, that with Great Britain and that with Spain,

which secure

to

them everything they could

desire, in respect to

foreign relations, towards confirming their prosperity.
their

wisdom

Will

it

to rely for the preservation of these advantages

our

not be

on the

Union by which they were procured ? Will they not henceforth be
deaf to those advisers, if such there are, who would sever them from
their brethren,

To

and connect them with aliens?

the efficacy and permanencj' of your Union, a government for the

whole

is

indispensable.

No

alliances,

can be an adequate substitute

;

however

strict,

between the parts

they must inevitably experience the
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and interruptions which

infractions

upon your

first essa)',

by the adoption

management

the offspring of your

upon

in the distribution of

its

itself

authority, compliance with

its

and unawed, adopted

powers,

uniting security with

a provision for

its

own amendment,

is

people,

The

of true liberty.

basis

But the constitution which at any

changed by an explicit and authentic act of the whole

is sacredl}-

and the right

its

the right of the people to make, and to alter

their constitutions of government.
exists, until

Respect for

laws, acquiescence in its measures, are

by the fundamental maxims

of our political systems

for the

deliberation, completel}' free in its

has a just claim to your confidence and your support.

time

government

This government,

concerns.

choice, uninfluenced

and mature

energy, and containing within

duties enjoined

times have

all

you have improved

truth,

of a Constitution of

common

your

of

own

full investigation

principles,

alliances in

your former for an intimate Union, and

better calculated than
efiScacious

all

momentous

Sensible of this

experienced.

obligatory upon

all.

The very

idea of the

power

of the people to establish government, presupposes the

duty of every individual to obey the established government.

and

All obstructions to the execution of the laws, all combinations
associations,

under whatever plausible character, with the

to direct, control, counteract, or
of the constituted authorities,
principle,

give

it

an

and of
artificial

fatal

awe the regular

deliberation and action

are destructive of

tendency.

They

real design

this

fundamental

serve to organize faction, to

and extraordinary force

— to put in the place of

the

delegated will of the nation, the will of a party, often a small but artful

and enterprising minority

of the conmiunity

alternate triumphs of different parties, to
tion the mirror of the ill-concerted

;

make

and, according to the

the public administra-

and incongruous projects of

faction,

rather than the organ of consistent and wholesome plans digested

common

by

councils and modified by mutual interests.

However combinations

or associations of the above description

now and then answer popular

may

ends, they are likely, in the course of

time and things, to become potent engines, by which cunning, ambitious,

and unprincipled men

will be enabled to subvert the

power of

the people, and to usurp for themselves the reins of government
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destroying afterward the very engines which have lifted them to unjust

dominion.
of your government,

Towards the preservation
of your present

happy

state, it is requisite,

discountenance irregular opposition to
also that

you

resist

with care the

its

spirit of

acknowledged authority, but

innovation upon

One method

however specious the pretexts.

and the permanency

not only that you steadily

its principles,

of assault ma)' be to effect

in the forms of the Constitution alterations

which

will

impair the

energy of the system, and thus to undermine what cannot be directly
In

overthrown.

all

the changes to which }'ou

may be

ber that time and habit are at least as necessary to
ter of

governments, as of other himian institutions

fix

invited,

remem-

the true charac-

that experience

;

is

the surest standard by which to test the real tendency of the existing
constitution of a coimtry

—that

facility in

changes upon the credit of

mere hypothesis and opinion, exposes to perpetual change from the endless variety of hypothesis and opinion and remember, especially, that for
;

management

the efficient

tensive as ours, a

common interests,
as much vigor as is

of your

government of

perfect security of liberty,

is

indispensable.

in a country so ex-

consistent with the

Liberty

itself will find in

such a government, with powers properly distributed and adjusted, its
It is, indeed, little else than a name, where the
surest guardian.

government
fine

each

laws,

and

is

too feeble to withstand the enterprises of faction, to con-

member

by the

of the society within the limits prescribed

to maintain

all

in the secure

and tranquil enjoyment

of the

rights of person and property.

have already intimated to you the danger of parties in the state,
with particular reference to the founding of them on geographical disI

criminations.

you

in the

Let

me now

take a more comprehensive view, and warn

most solemn manner against the baneful

effects of the spirit

of party, generally.

This

spirit,

unfortunately,

is

inseparable from our nature, having

root in the strongest passions of the
different shapes in all governments,

repressed

;

human mind.

more or

it is

truly their worst

enemy.

its

under

less stifled, controlled, or

but in those of the popular form,

raukness, and

It exists

it

is

seen in

its

greatest
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The

alternate domination of one faction over another, sharpened

by

the spirit of revenge, natural to party dissension, which in different

ages and countries has perpetrated the most horrid enormities, is itself
a frightful despotism. But this leads at length to a more formal and

permanent despotism.
ally incline

lute

power

the minds
of

disorders and miseries which result, gradu-

The
of

men

an individual

to seek security

and sooner or

;

and repose in the abso-

more able or more fortunate than

prevailing faction,

own

turns this disposition to the purposes of his

some

later the chief of

his competitors,

elevation,

on the ruins

of public liberty.

Without looking forward
ought

theless,

not to

an extremity

of this

kind (which, never-

,

of the spirit of

mischiefs

tinual

to

be entirely out of sight) the
party are

common and conto make it

sufficient

the interest and the duty of a wise people to discourage and restrain
It

it.

serves always to distract the public councils,

lic

administration.

ies

and

false

It agitates

alarms

;

kindles the animosity of one part against another,

foments occasionally riot and insurrection.
influence and corruption, which

ment

itself

and enfeeble the pub-

the communit}' with ill-founded jealous-

It

opens the door to foreign

find a facilitated access to the govern-

through the channels of party passions.

Thus the

policy

and the will of one country are subjected to the policy and will of another.

There

upon

is

an opinion that parties in

and serve

This within certain limits

spirit of liberty.

governments of a monarchical
if

free countries are useful checks

the administration of government,

cast, patriotism

not with favor, upon the spirit of party.

character, in

couraged.

governments

From

spirit for

opinion, to mitigate and assuage

it.

vigilance to prevent

stead of warming,

it

should consume.

A

;

and

in

But in those of the popular

it is

ought

its

keep alive the

may look with indulgence,

fire

not to be en-

certain there will always

every salutary purpose.

constant danger of excess, the effort

mands a uniform

to

probably true

purely elective, it is a spirit

their natural tendency

be enough of that

is

to be,

And
by

there being

force of public

not to be quenched,

bursting into a flame,

it

de-

lest, in-
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important, likewise, that the habits, of thinking, in a free coun-

should inspire caution in those intrusted with

its

administration, to

confine themselves within their respective constitutional spheres, avoid-

ing in the exercise of the powers of one department to encroach upon

The

another.

spirit of

encroachment tends

to consolidate the

powers of

all the departments in one, and thus to create, whatever the form of
government, a real despotism. A just estimate of that love of power,

and proneness

to abuse

it,

which predominates

in the

sufficient to satisfy us of the truth of this position.

reciprocal checks in the exercise of political power,

tributing

it

human
The

heart, is

necessity of

by dividing and

dis-

into different depositories, and constituting each the guar-

dian of the public weal against invasions by the others, has been evinced

by experiments ancient and modern some of them in our country and
under our own eyes. To preserve them must be as necessary as to insti;

tute them.

If,

in the opinion of the people, the distribution or modifi-

cation of the constitutional powers be in any particular wrong, let

corrected by an

But

nates.

let

amendment

in the

way

by usurpation

there be no change

it

be

which the Constitution desig;

for

though

this, in

the customary weapon

may be the instrument of good, it is
by which free governments are destroyed. The precedent must always
greatly overbalance in permanent evil any partial or transient benefit

one instance,

which the use can
Of

all

religion

man

at

any time

yield.

the dispositions and habits which lead to political pro.sperity,

and morality are indispensable supports.

who

claim the tribute of patriotism,

great pillars of

men and

human

citizens.

In vain would that

should labor to subvert these

happiness, these firmest props of the duties of

The mere

politician,

equally with the pious man,

ought to respect and to cherish them. A volume could not trace all
Let it simply be
their connections with private and public felicity.
asked, where

is

the security for property, for reputation, for

life, if

the

sense of religious obligation desert the oaths which are the instruments
of investigation in courts of justice?

And

let us

with caution indulge

the supposition, that morality can be maintained without religion.

Whatever may be conceded

minds

to the influence of refined education

of peculiar structure, reason

and experience both forbid us

on

to ex-
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pect that national morality can prevail in exclusion of religious principle.

that virtue or morality

It is substantially true,

of popular

The

government.

Who

force to every species of free government.
to

it

is

a necessary spring

more or

rule indeed extends with

that

is

less

a sincere friend

can look with indiffei-ence upon attempts to shake the foundation

of the fabric

?

Promote then, as an object of primary importance,
the o-eneral diffusion of knowledge.

institutions for

In proportion as the structure of a

government gives force to public opinion,

it is

essential that public

opinion should be enlightened.

As a very important source of strength and security, cherish public
One method of preserving it is to use it as sparingly as possible,
avoiding occasions of expense by cultivating peace but remembering

credit.

;

also that timely disbursements to prepare for

much

greater disbursements to repel

it

;

danger frequently prevent

avoiding likewise the accu-

mulation of debt, not only by shunning occasions of expense, but by
vigorous exertions in time of peace to discharge the debts which un-

may have occasioned, not ungenerously throwing upon
which we ourselves ought to bear. The execution
burden
posterity the
to your Representatives, but it is necessary
belongs
of these maxims
avoidable wars

To

that public opinion should co-operate.

formance of their duty,

it is

essential that

facilitate to

you should

them the

per-

practically bear

payment of debts there must be revenue that
be taxes that no taxes can be devised
must
to have revenue there
and unpleasant that the ininconvenient
less
which are not more or
in mind, that toward the

;

;

;

proper obtrinsic embarrassment inseparable from the selection of the
a decisive
be
to
ought
difficulties)
of
jects (which is always a choice

motive for a candid construction of the conduct of the government
measures for
in making it, and for a spirit of acquiescence in the
obtaining revenue which the public exigencies

may

at

any time

dic-

tate.

Observe good faith and justice towards all nations, cultivate peace
and harmony with all religion and morality enjoin this conduct, and
worthy
can it be that good policy does not equally enjoin it ? It will be
;
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great, nation to give

too novel example of a people always

Who

guided by an exalted justice and benevolence.
that in the course of time

adherence to

Can

it ?

lost

by a steady

be that Providence has not connected the per-

it

a nation with

felicity of

can doubt but

such a plan would

fruits of

any temporary advantage which might be

richly repay

manent

and things the

its

virtue

The experiment,

?

at least,

recommended by every sentiment which ennobles human nature.
Alas is it rendered impossible by its vices ?
In the execution of such a plan, nothing is more essential than that
is

!

permanent, inveterate antipathies against particular nations, and passionate attachments for others, should be excluded

them

of

just

and amicable feelings towards

The nation which indulges toward another an
habitual fondness, is in some degree a slave.
mosity or
its

its affection,

duty and

either of

its interests.

disposes each

more

slight causes of

which

by

ill-will

and that

in place

habitual hatred or an
It is a slave to its ani-

to lead

is sufficient

it

astray from

Antipathy in one nation against another

and

readily to offer insult

injury, to lay hold of

umbrage, and to be haught}- and intractable, when

Hence frequent

cidental or trifling occasions of dispute occur.
sions, obstinate,

;

should be cultivated.

all

envenomed, and bloody contests.

and resentment, sometimes impels

to

ac-

colli-

The nation, prompted
war the government,

The government sometimes

contrary to the best calculations of policy.
participates in the national propensity,

and adopts through passion

what reason would

it

reject

;

at other times,

makes the animosity

of the

nation subservient to projects of hostility instigated by pride, ambition,

and other

sinister

perhaps the

and pernicious motives.

liberty, of nations

The peace

often,

sometimes

has been the victim.

So, likewise, a passionate attachment of one nation for another pro-

duces a variety of

evils.

Sympathy

the illusion of an imaginary

common

interest exists,

for the favorite nation, facilitating

common

interest in cases

where no

and infusing into one the enmities of the

real

other,

betrays the former into a participation in the quarrels and wars of the
latter,

without adequate inducement or

justification.

It leads also to

concessions to the favorite nation of privileges denied to others, which
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is

apt doubly to injure the nation

sarily parting

making the

concessions, by unneces-

with what ought to have been retained

and a disposition

jealousy, ill-will,

equal privileges are withheld.

and by exciting

;

to retaliate, in the parties

And

from

deluded citizens (who devote themselves to the favorite nation)
to betray or sacrifice the interests of their

sometimes even with popularity

;

whom

gives to ambitious, corrupted, or

it

own

facility

coimtry, without odium,

gilding with the appearance of a vir-

tuous sense of obligation a commendable deference for public opinion,
or a laudable zeal for public good, the base or foolish compliances of

ambition, corruption, or infatuation.

As avenues
ments

innumerable ways, such attach-

to foreign influence in

are particularly alarming to the truly enlightened and independ-

ent patriot.

How many

domestic factions

;

opportunities do they afford to tamper with

to practice the arts of sedition, to mislead public

opinion, to influence or

awe the public councils

Such an attachment

!

of a small and weak, towards a great and powerful, nation dooms the

former to be the

satellite of

foreign influence

(I

the latter.

conjure you

Against the insidious wiles of

to believe me, fellow-citizens,) the

jealousy of a free people ought to be constantly

and

experience prove that foreign influence

foes of Republican

impartial

;

else it

is

awake

;

since history

one of the most baneful

But that jealousy to be useful must be

Government.

becomes the instrument

avoided, instead of a defense against

it.

of the very influence to be

Excessive partiality for one

foreign nation, and excessive dislike of another, cause those

actuate to see danger only on one side, and serve to veil

Real patriots,

the arts of influence on the other.

whom

they

and even second

who may

resist

the

intrigues of the favorite, are liable to become suspected and odious

while

its

tools

and dupes usurp the applause and confidence

;

of the

people, to surrender their interest.

The

great rule of conduct for us, in regard to foreign nations,

extending our commercial relations, to have with them as
connection as possible.
let

them be

fulfilled

Europe has

So

far as

in

we have already formed engagements,

with perfect good

faith.

a set of primary interests,

very remote relation.

is,

little political

Here

which

let

to us

Hence she must be engaged

us stop.

have none, or a
in frequent con-
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in us to implicate ourselves,

by

the ordinary vicissitudes of her politics, or the ordi-

artificial ties, in

nary combinations and collisions of her friendships or enmities.

Our detached and

and enables us

distant situation invites

to pursue a

we remain one people, under an efficient government, the period is not far off when we may defy material injury from
when we take such an attitude as will cause the
external annoyance
different course.

If

;

neutrality

we may

at

any time resolve upon

to

be scrupulously respected

making

;

when

belligerent nations.under the impossibility of

upon

us, will

may

choose peace or war, as our interest guided by justice, shall

acquisitions

not lightly hazard the giving us provocation

;

when we

counsel.

Why
own

forego the advantages of so peculiar a situation

to stand

upon foreign ground

?

Why quit your

?

Why, by interweaving our destiny

with that of any part of Europe, entangle our peace and prosperity in
the toils of European ambition, rivalship, interest, humor, or caprice
It is

portion of the foreign world

do

it

for let

;

me

—so

pvxblic

than to private

repeat

it,

I

affairs,

therefore, let those

But, in

far, I

mean, as we are now

at liberty to

not be understood as capable of patronizing infidelity

to existing engagements.

sense.

?

our true policy to steer clear of permanent alliances with any

my

opinion,

maxim no

hold the

that honesty

is

less applicable

to

always the best policy.

I

engagements be observed

it is

in their

genuine

unnecessary, and would be unwise to

extend them.

Taking care always

to

keep ourselves, by suitable establishments, on

a respectable defensive posture,

we may

safely trust to temporary

alliances for extraordinary emergencies.

Harmony, and
by

liberal intercourse

policy, humanity,

and

with

all nations,

are

recommended

interest.

But even our commercial policy should hold an equal and impartial

hand

;

neither seeking nor granting exclusive favors or preferences

consulting the natural course of things
gentle

means the streams

ing, with

of

;

diffusing

;

and diversifying by

commerce, but forcing nothing

;

establish-

powers so disposed, in order to give trade a stable course, to
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define the rights of our merchants, and to enable the government to

support them, conventional rules of intercourse, the best that present
circumstances and mutual opinion will permit, but temporary, and
liable to

be from time to time abandoned or varied, as experience and

circumstances shall dictate

;

constantly keeping in view, that

in one nation to look for disinterested favors from another

pay with a portion of
der that character

;

its

independence for whatever

that by such acceptance,

it

may

;

may

it

folly

it is

that

it

must

accept un-

place itself in the

condition of having given equivalents for nominal favors, and yet of

There can be

being reproached with ingratitude for not giving more.

no

greater error than to expect, or calculate upon, real favors from nation

to nation.

It is

an illusion which experience must cure, which a just

pride ought to discard.

In offering to j'ou,
affectionate

my

countrymen, these counsels of an old and

friend, I dare not

lasting impression

I

could wish

hope they

—that they

make

will

the strong and

will control the usual cur-

rent of the passions, or prevent our nation from running the course

which has hitherto marked the destiny of nations.
flatter

myself that they

occasional good

;

may

that they

But

if

I

may even

be productive of some partial benefit, some

may now and

then recur to moderate the

fury of party spirit, to warn against the mischiefs of foreign intrigue,
to guard against the impostures of pretended patriotism

be a

full

;

this

hope will

recompense for the solicitude for your welfare by which they

have been dictated.

How

far in the discharge of

my

official

duties

I

have been guided by

the principles which have been delineated, the public records and other

evidences of

my conduct

myself, the assurance of

must witness

my own

lieved myself to be guided

In relation to the

still

the 22d of April, 1793,

you and to the world.
is,

To

that I have at least be-

by them.

subsisting
is

to

conscience

war

in Europe,

the index to

my

plan.

my

proclamation of

Sanctioned by your

approving voice, and by that of your Representatives in both Houses of
Congress, the spirit of that measure has continually governed me, uninfluenced by any attempts to deter or divert

me

from

it.

After deliberate examination, with the aid of the best lights

I

could
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was well

our country, under all the circumstances

satisfied that

had a right

of the case,

Having taken

to maintain

depend upon me,

and was bound

to take,

take, a neutral position.
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it

I

it,

duty and interest to

in

determined, as far as should

with moderation, perseverance, and

firmness.

The

considerations which respect the right to hold this conduct,

not necessary on this occasion to detail.

my understanding

according to

being denied by any
mitted by

is

it

will only observe that,

I

of the matter, that right, so far

from

of the belligerent Powers, has been virtually ad-

all.

The duty

of holding a neutral conduct

may

be inferred, without any-

thing more, from the obligation which justice and humanity imposes

on every nation,

in cases in

which

it is

free to act, to maintain inviolate

the relations of peace and amity towards other nations.

The inducements
referred to your

of interest for observing that conduct will best be

own

reflections

dominant motive has been
and mature

settle

its

to

give

pre-

yet recent institutions, and to progress, without

strength and

interruption, to that degree of

necessary to

With me, a

and experience.

endeavor to gain time to our country to

it,

consistency which

humanly speaking, the command

of its

is

own

fortunes.

defects, not to think
errors.

Whatever they may

me

the hope that

indulgence

:

service, with

and that

I

am

un-

my

probable that

it

avert or mitigate the evils to

with

am

nevertheless too sensible of

in reviewing the incidents of

Though,

conscious of intentional error,

my

I

my

may have committed many

be, I fervently beseech the

which they may tend.

I

Almighty

zeal,

my

life

dedicated to

its

rest.

kindness in this as in other things, and actuated by

that fervent love towards
it

its

the faults of incompetent abilities will be

consigned to oblivion, as myself must soon be to the mansions of

Relying on

to

shall also carry

country will never cease to view them with

after forty-five years of

an upright

administration, I

it,

which

is

so natural to a

man who

views in

the native soil of himself and his progenitors for several generations

I anticipate with pleasing expectation that retreat, in

myself to

realize,

which

I

;

promise

without alloy, the sweet enjoyment of partaking, in

APPENDIX.

462
the midst of
a free

my fellow-citizens,

government— the ever

reward, as

I trust,

of our

the benign influence of good laws under

favorite object of

mutual

cares, labors,

my

heart,

and the happy

and dangers.
G. Washington.

United States,

17th September, 1796.
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THE EMANCIPATION PROCLAIM ATION.
BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.
[If the

Emancipation Proclamation

is

to be regarded as the cause of

the freedom of the African race in the United States, then indeed must
it

be considered as among the most important documents

history

:

perhaps the most important of

however, seems to be this

:

The

all.

The inexorable Logic

bringing about the emancipation of the slaves.

ment

fell

under a stringent necessity

and the chief supporters of

no concealment

The occasion was

embodied them

and interpreter

at

hand.

in his

of

Whereas, on

of Events

was rapidly

blow at the labor system

of the

his administration

of their desire that all

in

The National govern-

North rose higher and higher.

of abolition at the
self

to strike a

With every struggle

of the vSouthern States.

known

truer view of the case,

war the sentiment

The President himhad

for years

men everywhere should

made

be

free.

Mr. Lincoln seized and generalized the

facts,

own

words, and became for

all

time the oracle

National Necessity.— Tnii Author.]

the twenty-second day of September, in the year of our

Lord one thousand eight hundred and sixty-two, a proclamation was
issued by the President of the United States, containing among other
things the following, to wit

"That on the

first

:

day of January,

sand eight hundred and sixty-three,

in the year of our
all

Lord one thou-

persons held as slaves within

any

State, or designated part of a State, the people whereof shall then
be in rebellion against the United States, shall be then, thenceforward

and forever

free,

and the executive government of the United

States,

including the military and naval authority thereof, will recognize and
maintain the freedom of such persons, and will do no act or acts to
repress such persons, or
their actual freedom.

any

of them, in

any

efforts

they

may make

for
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"That the executive

will,

on the

proclaniation, designate the States

first da}'

and parts

by

of January aforesaid,

of States,

any, in which

if

the people thereof respectively shall then be in rebellion against the

United States

States

and the

;

on that day be

good

in

fact that

any

State, or the people thereof, shall

faith represented in the Congress of the

by members chosen thereto

at elections

have participated,

qualified voters of such State shall

United

wherein a majority of the
the ab-

shall, in

sence of strong countervailing testimony, be deemed conclusive evidence
that such State and the people thereof are not then in rebellion against

the United States."

Now,
by

therefore,

virtue of the

and Navy

I,

Abraham Lincoln, President of the United States,
in me vested as Commander-in-Chief of the Army

power

armed

of the United States in time of actual

rebellion against

the authority and government of the United States, and as a

fit

and

necessary war measure for suppressing said rebellion, do, on this

first

day of

Januar}-, in the 3-ear of our

sixty-three,

and

claim for the

in accordance

full

Lord one thousand eight hundred and

with

my purpose

so to do, publicly pro-

period of one hundred days from the day the

first

above-mentioned, order and designate, as the States and parts of States

wherein the people thereof respectively are this day in rebellion against
the United States, the following, to wit

Arkansas, Texas, Louisiana,
Plaquemines, Jefferson,

Assumption, Terre

St.

(

:

except the parishes of St. Bernard,

John, St. Charles, St. James, Ascension,

Bonne,

Lafourche,

Orleans, including the city of

New

St.

Mary,

St.

Martin, and

Orleans), Mississippi,

Alabama,

North Carolina, and

Florida, Georgia, South Carolina,

.Vir-

ginia (except the forty-eight counties designated as West Virginia, and
also the coimties of Berkley,

Accomac, Northampton, Elizabeth

City,

York, Princess Ann, and Norfolk, including the

cities of

Portsmouth), and which excepted parts

the present,

left pre-

for the purpose aforesaid, I

do order

cisely as

if

And by

this

are, for

Norfolk and

Proclamation were not issued.

virtue of the

and declare that

all

and parts of States

power and

persons held as slaves within said designated States
are,

and henceforward

shall be, free

;

and that the

executive government of the United States, including the military and
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naval authorities thereof, will recognize and maintain the freedom of
said persons.

And

I

hereby enjoin upon the people so declared to be

from

all

them

that in all cases,

able

violence, unless in necessary self-defense,

when

and

I

free, to abstain

recommend

to

allowed, they labor faithfully for reason-

w ages.

And

I

and make known that such persons

further declare

of suitable

condition will be received into the armed service of the United States
to garrison forts,

positions, stations,

and other places, and

to

man

vessels of all sorts in said service.

And upon

this act, sincerely believed to be

by the Constitution, upon military

judgment

of

mankind and the gracious

In testimony whereof,
seal of the

I

Done
'-

set ray

name, and caused the

affixed.

at the City of Washington, this first

in the
Tl s -'1

favor of Almighty God.

have hereunto

United States to be

an act of justice, warranted

necessity, I invoke the considerate

and

day ofJanuary,

year of our Lord one thousand

sixty-three,

eisrht

hundred

and of the Independence of the U7nted

States the eighty-seventh.

Abraham
By

the President

:

William

PI.

Seward,
Secretary of State.

L,iNCOt,N.
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NAVAL STATISTICS OF THE UNITED STATES.
NAVY OF THE REVOLUTION.
In December, 1775, Congress passed an Act ordering the building of thirteen vessels,
three of 24 guns, five of "28, five of 32, with Ezekiel Uopkins as Commander-in-Chief, as
follows

Name.
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PRINCIPAL NAVAL BATTLES OF THE CIVIL WAR.
1862, Feb.

Feb.

6— Fort Henry, Tenn., captured by Commodore Foote.
8— Roanoke Island, N. C, captured by Commodore Goldsbcrough and

Gen.

Burnside.

16— Fort Donelson, Tenn., combined forces of Gen. Grant and Com. Foote.
8— Confederate ram Merrimac " sinks " U. S. frigates Cumberland and ConMar.

Feb.

gress, Hampton Roads, Va.
9 Federal monitor disables the Merrimac.
April 6— Pittsburgh Landing.
April 8— Capture of Island No. 10.
April 11— Fort Pulaski, Ga., captured by land and naval forces.
April 24— Forts Jackson, St. Phillip, and New Orleans.
May 13— Natchez, Bliss., captured by Admiral Farragut.

!Mar.

,Iuly
1863, Jan.

Jan.
Jan.

—

1— Malvern Hill.
11— Fort Hindman, Ark., Admiral Porter.
11 — U. S. steamer Hatteras sunk by Confederate Alabama.

17 — Monitor Weehawken captures Confederate ram
May 18—Vicksburg, Miss., Admiral Porter.

July
July
1864,

8 -Port

8— Natchez,

June 19— U.
Aug.

1865, Jan.

Hudson,

Miss.

steamer Kearsarge " sinks the Alabama" off Cherbourg, France.

S.

5— Mobile,
15— Fort

Atlauta.

Miss., captured.

Ala.,

Admiral Farragut.
C, captured by Gen. Terry and Commodore Porter.

Fisher, N.

During the Civil War the Federal Navy was increased in two years to over 400 vesthe greater part of which were used in blockadiiig Southern ports notwithstanding their vigilance and effectiveness, many Confederate cruisers managed to escape the
blockade and a large number of Northern" merchant vessels.

.sels,

:

FEDERAL VESSELS CAPTURED OR DESTROYED BY
CONFEDERATE "CRUISERS."
Ships
Brigs

80
46

Barks
Schooners

84

67

I

|

Steamboats
Gunboats

4

2

Cutter

1

Tug

1

VESSELS CAPTURED OR DESTROYED FOR VIOLATION OF
THE BLOCKADE, OR IN BATTLE, FROM MAY, i86i,
TO MAY, 1865.
Schooners
Sloops

„

Steamers

Barks
Brigs
Ships
Ironclads and
Brigautines

Gunboats

Rams

—

735
155
262
27
30
13
16
2
3

I

Propellers
Pilot Boats

Boats
Yachts,

Tugs
Barkentine

Pungy
Miscellaneous

4
2
8
2
3
1
1

86
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LENGTH AND COST OF AMERICAN WARS.
Length.

1.

2.
3.

4.

5.
G.
7.
8.
9.

10.
11.
12.
13.

War

of the Revolution
Indian War in Ohio Territory
War with the Barbary States
Tecumseh Indian War
War with Great Britain
Algerine War
First Seminole War
Black Hawk Wax
Second Seminole War

7

Cost.

years-1775— 17S2!

$135,193,703

1790

1803—1801
1811
3 years -1812—1815

107,159,003

1815
1817
1832

i

I

I

184.5

Mexican War

1

Spanish-American War

i

years-1846-1848

66,000,000
1856
4 years— 1S61— 1865 6,500,000,000
150,000,000
113 days— 1898

12

Mormon War
Civil War

i

INDIAN WARS.
1676.
1704.
1708.
1713,
1755.
1763.
1778.
1794.
1804.
1813.
1814.
1817.
1832.
1835.
1842.

1837.
1855.
1856.
1862.
1864.

King

Philip's War.
Deerfield, Islassachusetts, burned.
Haverhill, :Massachusetts, burned.

Capture and escape
The Tuscaroras expelled from North Carolina.
Braddock defeated by the French and Indians.

of Mrs.

Hannah Dustan.

Conspiracy of Pontia"c.
Massacre of Wyoming.
Treaty with the Six Nations.
Treaty with the Delawares.
I

j-

War with the Creeks in Florida.
War with the Seminoles.
War with Black Hawk. Stillman's
War with the Seminoles.

defeat on

Rock

River.

Capture of Osceola.
Defeat of the Rogue River Indians.
War with the Indians in Oregon and Washington Territones.
Indian War and massacres in Minnesota.
(Nov. 29). "Chivington's massacre " near Fort Lyon; over 500 Indians, men,
women and children put to the sword.
(April 2). General Can by and Rev. E. Thomas, peace commissioners, treacherously slain bv the Modocs.
(Oct. 13). Execution of the Modoc murderers of Messrs. Canby and ThomasCaptain Jack, Schonkin, Boston Charley, and Black Jim,
(June 25). The command of General Custer defeated by the Indians on Big Horn
River, and General Custer and his entire force of 313 cavalrymen slain.
.

1873.
1873.
1876.

SPANISH-AMERICAN

WAR—THE

.

ARMY.
Our

1898

Bombardment of Cienfuegos, May 11
Bombardment of San Juan, May 12..
Guantanamo, June

Bombardment

11-20

of Santiago,

June

22...

Santiago Campaign, June 21-July 17..
Porto Rico Campaign, July 25-28
The Reduction of Manila, August 13

Losses.
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CHRONOLOGICAL TABLE OF PRINCIPAL EVENTS
IN AMERICAN HISTORY.
986.

looi.

Herjulfson,

first

New World,
England Coast.

white mr.n to see the

Lief Erickson landed on the

New

1002.

Thorwald brought

1007.

Thorfinn explored the coast from Massachusetts to Virginia.

1275.

Marco Polo made a voyage to China.
Norsemen made a settlement in what

13471356.
1435.
1492.
1497.

1

51 3.

company

to America.

now Rhode

Americus Vespucfus landed

in

South America.

Florida visited by Ponce de Leon.
Pacific

Ocean seen by Balboa.

1521.

Cortez captured Montezuma.

1534-

Jacques Cartier on coast of Labrador.

1535-

Cartier founded Montreal.

1539.

Ferdinand de Soto landed in Florida.

1602.

James I ascended the throne.
Gosnold discovered Cape Cod.

1606.

London Company

1607.

Settlement at Jamestown, Va.

1608.

is

Island.

John Mandeville declared the earth to be a sphere.
Christopher Columbus born.
Columbus discovered the West Indies.
North America continent discovered by the Cabots.
Sir

1497-98.
1512.

a

chartered.

Quebec founded by Champlain.
Captain John Smith in Virginia.

1609.

Henry Hudson explored

1616.

Pocohontas

at the

the

Hudson

1620.

Landing of the Pilgrims

1621.

Massasoit visited Plymouth.

at

Plymouth.

1623.

Dutch

1636.

Rhode Island

1643.

First Confederation of the Colonies.

t66i.

Quakers released by the king's

settled

River.

English Court.

on Manhattan Island.
settled

by Roger Williams.

(483)

letter.

484
1664.

New Amsterdam

1673.

Marquette and

1675.

King

1682.

Pennsylvania founded by William Penn.

Philip's

taken by the English and

named New York.

Joliet discovered the Mississippi.

War.

Robert La Salle descended the Mississippi, and was killed in
Texas.

New

England.

1688.

Witchcraft in

1706.

Deerfield and Haverhill sacked by Indians.

1732.

George Washington born, February

U23-

Oglethorpe settled

1749.

Slave trade encouraged by Parliament.

1752.

1754.

Franklin proved lightning to be
French and English war began.

1755.

Braddock's defeat.

1759.

22.

in Georgia.

Washington's surrender

at

electricity,

Fort Necessity.

1768.

Wolfe captured Quebec. Death of Wolfe.
Eve of the Revolution.
Stamp Act passed by Parliament.
Stamp Act repealed.
Arkwright invented the spinning jenny.

1770.

Boston ladies pledged themselves not to drink

1773.

Destruction of tea at Boston.

1774.

First Congress

1764.

1675.
1766.

met

tea.

at Philadelphia.

Boston closed as a port of landing.

and Concord, April

1775-

Battles of Lexington

1775.

Allen and Arnold captured Fort Ticonderoga,

ig.

May

10.

English ships of war anchored in Boston harbor.

1776.

Battle of Bunker Hill, June 17.
Washington took command of the army.
Boston evacuated by the British, March 17.

Declaration of Independence adopted by Congress, July
Battle of

Long

4.

Island.

Washingfton crossed the Delaware.

Washington victorious
1777.

at

Trenton, December

26.

British defeated at Princeton.

Lafayette joined the American army.

Howe

landed near Philadelphia, A.ugust 25; entered the

September

26.

city,

485
Germantown, October 4.
Burgoyne surrendered at Saratoga, October

1777-

Battle of

1780.

Washington at Valley Forge.
Capture of Major Andre.

1781.

A

French

fleet

VJ,

joined the Americans.

Cornwallis surrendered at Yorktown.
1783.
1787.

Peace concluded.
Constitutional convention

at Philadelphia.

Constitution adopted September

17.

1797-

Washington inaugurated April 30.
Eli Whitney invented the cotton jin.
John Adams, President.

1801.

Thomas

1806.

Ports of Europe closed to American vessels.

1809.

Abraham Lincoln

1812.

War

1789.

1792.

Jefferson, President.

Right of search.
born, February

12.

with England.

Louisiana admitted to the Union.
1813.

The Shannon captured

1814.

British troops entered

the Chesapeake.

Washington and burned the public

ings.

Peace agreed upon

New

at

Ghent, December 24.

Orleans, January

1815.

Battle of

1820.

The Missouri Compromise.

1826.

Deaths of

Adams and

8.

Jefferson, July

Lafayette visited the United States.
1831.

William Lloyd Garrison born.

1832.

Lovejoy killed at Alton,
Independence of Texas.

1836.
1840.
1845.

1846.

111.

Province of Canada formed.
Texas admitted to the Union.
Beginning of Mexican War.

1849.

Gold found

1853.

i860.

The Missouri Compromise repealed.
John Brown in Kansas and Virginia.
Abraham Lincoln elected President.

1861.

Lincoln inaugurated President,

1859.

in California.

Secession of South Carolina.

4.

build-

486
i86i.

Jefferson Davis chosen President of the Southern Confederacy.

Attack on Fort Sumter, April

12, 13.

Bloodshed in Baltimore, April
1861.

19.

Virginia seceded, April 23.
Battle of Bull Run, July 21.

McCIellan, commander-in-chief of the Federal army, Inly

22.

Robert E. Lee, commander-in-chief of the Confederate army.
1862.

McClellan's failure on the Peninsula.

Engagement of

the Monitor

and the Virginia.

Capture of Port Royal.
Capture of

New

Orleans, April 25.

Battles of Antietam
1863.

and Fredericksburg.

Emancipation Proclamation.
Siege of Vicksburg.

,

Battle of Chancellorsville.

Death of "Stonewall" Jackson.
Battle of Gettysburg.
1864.

General Grant made commander-in-chief.
dan.

May

He

crossed the Rapi-

3.

Siege of Petersburg.

Sherman's march to the

sea.

Battle of Winchester.
1685.

Thirteenth

Amendment

adopted.

Freedmen's Bureau established.
Capture of Richmond.
Surrender of General Lee, April
Assassination of Lincoln, April

Union armies mustered

9.

14.

out.

1866.

Atlantic cable laid.

1867.

National cemeteries established.

Dominion of Canada formed.
Alaska purchased from Russia.
1868.

The Fourteenth
who shall be
engaged

1869.

1870.

in

Constitutional

Amendment

The Union Pacific Railroad completed.
The Fifteenth Amendment adopted, giving
negroes.

adopted,

defining

and disqualifying for office those who
rebellion against the government.
citizens,

the right to vote to

4»7

1873.

The burning of Chicago; $200,000,000
Modoc Indian War.
Great financial panic, known as black

1876.

Centennial Exposition at Philadelphia.

1S71.
1872.

1877.

Greatest railroad strike in history.

1881.

President Garfield shot July

18&6.

The Haymarket

riot in

and 200

lives.

Friday.

died September

19.

Chicago.

Half the

Charleston earthquake.
1887.

2,

lost

city laid in ruins.

Celebration of the centennial of the adoption of the Constitution.

1S89.

Great hurricane at Apia,

1893.

Exposition

at

Samoa

Chicago,

Islands.

celebrating

quadricentennial

the

of

America's discovery.

Cuban Revolution.

1895.

Beginning of the

1898.

Destruction, by an explosion, of the battleship Maine.

War

last

between Spain and the United States begun April

21.

Acquisition, by treaty, of Porto Rico and the Philippines.

Annexation of Hawaii.
1899.

War

begun between the United States and Filipinos.
in Porto Rico August 8.
Adoption of the Currency Bill, placing the United States upon a
Great hurricane

1900.

gold basis.
Civil

Government established

Commissioners appointed
Philippines.

Began

to

in

Porto Rico

establish

May

civil

their labors July

i.

i.

government

in

the
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