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PREFACE.
IN the following pages I have endeavoured to give,
in a concise and readable form, a history of the
of the past half-century,

legislation

with the passing of the Reform
in

many

history.

respects

During

measures which

most

affect

of 1832

important in our
almost all the great

our national institutions and

have been passed, and (whatever some
choose to assert to the contrary) our country

social

may

the

this period

commencing

Bill

life

has stood prominently before the world as regards
her liberties and privileges, both civil and religious.

To

attempt to record

all

the debates or con-

tentious questions which have arisen during these

years would be quite impracticable within the
limits of such a volume as the present; but I think
fifty

be found to contain the leading
features and principles of the various measures that
it

will at least

have been passed during the period over which it
ranges, together with many incidents of contemporary history necessary for the elucidation of the
text.

The

plan

I

have adopted

is

to give a continuous

iv

Preface.

by Session
can easily be made

sketch, Session

reference

;

selves for details

the outline

There

is

so that

(if

needs be)

themof any measure, of which only
to the Statutes

given.

will also

divisions in the

be found a record of the various

House of Commons, by which the

fates of successive Ministries

have been decided.

The work has been undertaken

in

consequence

of a long-felt want of a compendious history of
the kind and also for the purpose of obviating
;

the necessity

present very considerable) of referring to ponderous volumes, not always easy of
access, in order to gain information on many sub(at

jects of great political importance.

That

it

may

prove a useful and acceptable addiday is the earnest wish

tion to the literature of the

of the writer.

NEW SOUTH GATE,
Augusf, 1885.
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office.
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Secretary.
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Lord Chancellor.
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Home
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Foreign Secretary.

Home

.

.

..

.

.

.

.

...

.

...
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Secretary.
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First
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Duke
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Duke of Newcastle ...
Mr. Sidney Herbert...
Sir C. Wood
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Mr,
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Home
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President of Board of Trade.
Chancellor of the Duchy of
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Lord of the Treasury.

Lord Chancellor.
Lord President of the Council.
Lord Privy Seal.

.,

-

.

...

Members of

Cabinets.
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.

Kail of Derby

.

Loid Chelmsfoid

...

Duke of Buckingham
EarJ of Malmcsbury

Mr

.

...

Mr. Walpole
Loid Stanley

..

Home

..

.

Duke

of Monti ose

Sir

J

>

akmjton

,

.

Wai

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

...
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Woods and

Forests.

Members of

Cabinets,
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|
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,

Colonial Secretary.

War
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Indian Secretary.
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Mr
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Foreign Secretary.
.
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Duke

Seal.

|
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of
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Board of
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Duchy
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Duke
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.
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Home
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Sir
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Lord Cianbrook)...
Mr. Frederick A. Stanley

War
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Indian Secretary.

878)
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'

I

?

|

.
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Not

Poor- Law

Government)

Chancellor of the Duchy of
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mittee
Council
Education.

in Cabinet.
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The Refoim
Ireland.

Bills

Bill

to

of 1832, for England, Scotland, and
Irish
prevent Bribery at Elections.

Grievances. Tithes. Committee of Inquhy. Bill to
render Tithe Composition Act Compulsory. Budget.
Preparations for General
Proiogalion of Paihament
Election.

Dissolution,

THE Reform

The

Elections.

of 1832, which was destined to
effect such important and beneficial changes, not
Bill

only in the distribution of political power, but likewise in the nature and character of the legislation
of the country, received the Royal Assent on the
7th of June in that year.

numerous small boroughs which had
hitherto returned two members ceased to return
them, others which returned two members were
allowed only one, and representation was, instead,
given to large, populous, and wealthy towns, and the
right to exercise the franchise was extended to

By

it,

occupiers of houses of the annual value of
i

2

Parliamentary History.

[1832.

A

Reform Bill for Scotland, likewise one
Ireland, and also a Boundary Bill followed.
Lord John Russell afterwards introduced a

for

Bill

to prevent bribery at Elections, which passed the

House of Commons, but was thrown out in the
House of Lords.
Next in importance to the changes Introduced
by the Reform Bill in the representation of the
country in Parliament, and intimately connected
with the institutions of the country, was the subject
of the Irish tithes. The threatened rebellion, by

which emancipation had been extorted, had no
sooner effected its object than an attack commenced

on the revenues of the

Irish Protestant

Church

an

and tyrannical in the eyes of
Catholics, and inconvenient because it

Institution odious

Roman

involved the

one

of the

payment of money.
chief of the

compulsion to

Church

in

pay

tithe

Irish

and

they regarded

grievances

the

cess in support of a

which they did not
as

Indeed, this was

believe,

and which
Both

a badge of subjection.

Houses appointed Committees to inquire into the
matter, and the state of the law relating thereto.

The Committees
tions

of

both

reported,

and pursuant to resoluBill
was passed to

Houses, a

render the Tithe Composition Act compulsory and
Counter-resolutions, moved by Mr.
permanent.
Grattan, were lost.

Owing

to

the

foregoing

urgent matters, the

Parliamentary History*

1832.]

Budget was not introduced

The revenue
but

of the country

was three

this

3

until the 27th of July.

was now

millions

^"46^424,000,

than

less

in

the

preceding year, owing to a considerable falling off
in the customs and excise duties.
It appeared that
the Chancellor of the Exchequer had a deficiency,

but the financial proposals of the Government,
which did not involve any new taxation, were
carried without opposition.

On

the 3Oth of July, when the end of the Session
the last of the present Parliament was approaching,

by another one of a very different
constitution, and which would necessarily produce
new voices and new faces, the Speaker, Mr.
Manners Sutton, announced his intended resignation of the chair, which he had filled for six
successive Parliaments.
The announcement was
received with universal regret, and an address was
to be followed

accompanied by the vote of a pension of
,4,000 a year and on loth August his Majesty
prorogued Parliament in person until the loth of
carried,

;

October.
after the rising of Parliament,
attention
was
mainly directed to the regispublic
tration of the new constituencies under the Reform

Immediately

Bill,

and the other preparations

Election

;

these completed,

Parliament was dis-

on 3rd December, and the
Election under the Reform Act took

solved

a General

for

General

first

place.
I

2

1

833.

Favour
Result of the Elections. The Radical Pai ty.
able Position of the Government
Re-assembling of

The

Parliament.

Opposition to Re-election

oi

Speaker.

Affir-

mation by a Quaker. Mr. Gladstone's Entry into Pailiament. Irish Measures. The Church Establishment
Coercion Bill. Bill for Better Regulation of lush Church.
For Regulating Collection of Arrears of Tithes
Budget.
The
Expiration and Renewal of Bank Chaitcr.
Charter of East India Company. Abolition of Slavciy
The FustFactoiy Act. Motion
in British Dominions.
favour of Vote by Ballot

m

THE

result of the elections

strength to the Government,

was an accession of

The

Radicals, though

a minority, were scarcely less numerous than the
Conservatives, whose ranks had been thinned by

in

The path of the
two successive dissolutions.
Government seemed smooth, as they could conon the support of one or other of
these two parties in any measures they might propose. These two divisions of the Opposition differed
fidently rely

more widely from each other than either of them
did from the Government, and Ministers felt sure
of

being

joined

overcome the

by one

of these

parties

to

resistance, or to check the fervour, of

Parliamentary History.
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The

the other.

Ministry had

The

5

chief danger, however, which the

to face

was one of

agitation in favour of

their

own

creation.

Reform had produced

extravagant expectations, destined never to be
realized, and the cure of everything that could

be called an

evil

was looked

for.

Parliament reassembled on 2pth January. Mr.
Manners Sutton, who had not been granted a

Peerage according to usual custom, and who had
been again returned as one of the Members for the
University of Cambridge, was re-elected Speaker,
not, however, without opposition on the part of the

Reformers, who argued that a Speaker should be
in union with the sentiments of the majority of

House

and that Mr. Sutton having opposed
Reform, would, if re-elected, be at variance with
the opinion of the majority of its Members.
the

;

Mr. Pease, who had been elected as one of the
for Durham, was allowed to take his seat,

Members

on making

his

solemn affirmation as a Quaker,

instead of taking the oaths.
Mr. Gladstone entered Parliament this year as

Member

for

Newark.

The most important subject

for the consideration of Parliament this

was the measure

for

the

more

effective

Session

Govern-

ment of Ireland. The Irish and some English
Members had not concealed their desire to get
rid of the

heaviest of

Church Establishment as being the
all

the grievances that part of the

Parliamentary History.
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Empire laboured under; and Lord Althorp announced his intention to bring in measures regarding this and the Grand Jury Laws and other
matters.

The

first

measure proposed, a

pression of disturbance in

Bill for

Ireland, called

sup(

The

Coercion Bill/ was introduced in the House of
Lords. Lord Grey explained its provisions and
gave a description of the state of Ireland. The
Bill

the

In

passed the Lords without opposition.

Commons, however,

it

was strongly opposed

as being unnecessary, and after very long debate,

and many

alterations

and amendments,

it

passed.

Mr. Stanley then resigned the Irish Secretaryship,
and accepted the more tranquil post of Colonial
Secretary, which had become vacant by the appointment of Lord Goderich to the office of Lord Privy
Seal, and Sir John Cam Hobhouse was appointed

Concurrently with the Coercion
Act, a Bill was introduced by Lord Althorp, in the
House of Commons, for the better regulation of
Irish Secretary.

the Irish Church, and,

among

other things, pro-

viding for

the abolition of the ecclesiastical

known

'First

as

Protestants

tax

Fruits/ levied

on their

exclusively by
Catholic brethren for the

support of the Protestant Church, and for the
of unnecessary
The
suppression
Bishoprics.
second reading was opposed on the ground that,

being a

Tax Bill, it

should have been introduced

in

a

Parliamentary History.
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Committee of the whole House.
ever, passed;

7

The

Bill,

how-

an instruction moved to take away

all

the temporalities of the Irish Church having been
rejected.

Next came a

Bill

regulating the collection of

arrears of tithes.

On

the Budget statement, the Chancellor of the
Exchequer was able to show a surplus of a million

and a half; a motion for the repeal of one-half of
the Malt Tax was carried against Ministers by a
small majority, but was rescinded by its being
coupled with the House and Window Duty.
Ministers showed that the pledge of economy
under which they took office had not been disregarded, very large reductions having been
official salaries

made

in

and annual charges.

The approaching expiry of the Charter of the
Bank of England, the application of the Bank
for

a renewal and the terms upon which such
should be granted, were debated and

renewal
settled

in

legal

be granted to the Bank
Debt was settled.

A

passed, for

Bank

of England notes
remuneration to
and
the
tender,

Parliament;

were made a

for

managing the National
was brought in, and

Bill

the continuance of

the

East India

Company, whose Charter was also expiring, and
which was modified by the affairs of the Company
being brought more directly under the control of
the British Government. The restrictions on the

8

Parliamentary History.
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entrance of Europeans into the country were swept

away, and

open

to natives

based

tions

under the Government thrown

offices

and foreigners

upon

alike,

and

colour,

race,

and

distinc-

religion

abolished.

Memorable

was the

Session

in this

passing

of the great measure for the Abolition of Slavery
in the British

millions to

Dominions, and the vote of twenty

compensate the planters

for the loss of

their slaves.

The

first

whereby

Session,

of

factories,

it

was

passed this
was enacted that the labour in

Factory

children

Bill

under

also

thirteen,

should be

limited to eight hours a day, that persons under

eighteen should not be compelled to work

than sixty-nine hours in the week

ment

of

rendered

and the employchildren under nine years of age was
illegal.

The

Bill

;

also contained pro-

visions for the introduction of a general

education

more

among

system of

the children in the manufacturing

districts.

A
made

motion
this

in

favour

of vote

by

ballot

was

year by Mr. Grotc the historian, and

by 211 votes against 106.
The Session, which was one of remarkable

rejected

activity,

was closed by the King

2pth August

in person,

on the

The Government Policy as to the Irish
Resignation of Mr. Stanley, Sir James Graham,
the Duke of Richmond, and Earl of Ripon. The Birthday
Levee. Address of Irish Bishops, and the King's Reply.
Commission, of Inquiry. Bill for Amendment of the Irish
Tithe System. Renewal of Irish Coercion Bill. O'Connell.

Irish Affairs

Church.

Correspondence with Lord Wellcsley. Negotiations
The Clause against Public Meetings.

with O'Connell.

Changes in Opinions of the Government Resignation of
Lord Aithorp Also of Earl Grey. Lord Melbourne
Premier. Lord Aithorp returns. Abandonment of the
Bill.

The Modified

senters.

Petitions

Bill

The Tithe

Bill.

The Dis-

m favour of Dis-establishment.

Bill to

admit Dissenters to Degrees at University of Cambridge.
Motion for Abolition of Church Rates. The New Poor-

Law Bill. Budget. Bill to Remove the Civil Disabilities
of the Jews. Parliament prorogued. Decline in PopuLord John Russell becomes Leader
larity of Government
House of Commons on Lord Althorp's removal to
Hoube of Lords. The King dismisses Ministers and sends

of

Formation of

for Sir Robert Peel.

New

Ministry.

Dis-

solution of Parliament.

PARLIAMENT was opened by the King in person,
on the 4th February.
Irish measures, as usual,
came

to the front

Motions were brought forward
Church Establish-

for the reduction of the Irish

ment;

for a

Committee

to investigate the pro-

io
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priety of a Repeal of the

of the Irish Judges,

Union

The

etc.
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as to the

conduct

discussion of the

Church Question involved the necessity, on
the part of the Government, of some declaration
Irish

as

to

their

line

of

policy with regard to it.
be able to shelve it by a

Ministers hoped to
Commission of Inquiry.

Pending the discussion,

Lord Althorp had to ask the adjournment of the
House, and, on its reassembling, announced that
Mr. Stanley, Sir James Graham, the Duke of Richmond, and the Earl of Ripon had tendered him

on the ground that they could
not be parties to any act which ceded the principle
that any part of the Irish Church revenues should
their resignation,

be applied to any other than Protestant eccleTheir places were, however,
siastical purposes.

and although the Ministry was considerably weakened, Lord Grey, at the earnest solifilled up,

citation

of

his

supporters,

consented

to

retain

office.

On

the occasion of the usual birthday levee the
Irish Bishops, headed by the Archbishop of Ar-

magh, presented to the King an address, numerously
signed, against hasty innovations in the Church, to
which the King did not return the usual formal
answer, but

made a long reply, declaring his

tion for the Establishment,

uphold

and

venera-

his determination, to

it.

Ministers,

on the reassembling of Parliament

u
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announced that a Commission of Inquiry would be issued, and an amendment to this effect the motion before the House
after the

was

Whitsun

carried

recess,

by a large majority.

The Government

then brought forward, by way
of resolution, their scheme for dealing with the
Irish Tithe Question, and subsequently introduced

a

Bill

founded upon them

for the

amendment of

the tithe system in Ireland., on principles which
should extinguish tithe altogether as a payment
exigible in kind, and lay the burden on a different
class of persons by substituting a land tax, payable
directly to the Crown, of the

and redeemable

same amount

as the

end of five years.
Very long arguments took place upon the Bill, and
among other facts which came to light during the dispresent tithe

cussion were these
to

120,000

.26,000,

from

and

a

at the

that the Irish Tithe
year,

that

that there were

its

amounted

collection

cost

176 benefices, ranging

2,800 a year, and that the rectors
The Bill
vicars had little or nothing to do.

Soo to

having passed the Committee stage, further progress
with it was postponed, as Government had to introduce a

new Coercion

Bill

for Ireland, in

the

place of the one passed last Session, which would
expire in August; the new Bill contained powers
to prevent the holding of meetings of a dangerous
and seditious character, by means of which O'Conncll

and

his party

were able to work on the ignor-

12
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ancc and passions of the multitude. The LordLieutenant had recommended that the whole Act
should 'be renewed, with the exception of the clause
as to courts-martial, and subsequently Lord Grey
received a letter from him suggesting that the
clause against public meetings might also be dispensed with. It transpired that members of the

Cabinet had been corresponding with Lord Wellesley unknown to Lord Grey, and hence the change
in the views of the Lord-Lieutenant.

Lord Grey

introduced the Bill in the House of Lords, where

it

Meantime disclosures
House of Commons which stopped

passed the second reading.

were made
its

in the

progress in

its

present shape, and overturned

Lord Grey.
Mr. Littleton, the Irish Secretary, instead of
meeting Mr. O'Connell with a bold front as Mr.
Stanley had done, entered into negotiations with
him without Lord Grey's knowledge ; and, at an
interview, assured him, that the clause against
public meetings should not be contained in
Bill

introduced

tent,

and

for

Co.

by him.

O'Conncll

was

any
con-

consequence withdrew his candidate
Wcxford an election for which was
in

then pending.
On the Cabinet discussing the
Lord-Lieutenant's suggestions, it was determined to

proceed with the Bill containing the clauses in question.
Mr. Littleton communicated this result to

Mr, O'Conncll, saying that the hopes held out to

i834-l
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him could not be realized, and begging him to take
no notice of the matter till he had heard Lord
Grey's speech introducing the measure. The whole
matter afterwards came out in the House of Commons.

Mr. Littleton admitted

his indiscretion,

and

tendered his resignation, which the Cabinet refused
to accept. The Government were, however, in a
most unfortunate dilemma, owing to the changes in

the opinion of the Lord-Lieutenant, and of the
indiscreet overtures of Mr. Littleton to Mr. O'Con-

After very warm discussions in the House of
Commons, on motions for papers, Lord Althorp

nell.

(who was opposed to the clauses against meetings) sent in his resignation, and after a personal
interview with Lord Grey persisted in it.
Lord
Grey, convinced that he could not get on deprived

of the assistance of Lord Althorp, determined to
tender his resignation also, which the King ac-

Lord Grey was now seventy years of age,
and the step had been for some time contemplated
by him. In reviewing the results of his Administration he stated, and with truth, that more had been

cepted.

done to improve all the social institutions, and the
general power, and condition of the country, than
had ever been done before, in half a century, and that
the Ministry had accomplished the three great objects

which they had taken office reform of Parliament, maintenance of peace, and retrenchment.

for

On

the same evening Lord Althorp announced his

14
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As no
resignation in the House of Commons.
other member of the Ministry resigned, it remained only to fill up the vacancies which had
Lord Melbourne accepted the office of
Premier, and Lord Althorp was induced to return

occurred.

to his former post of Chancellor of the Exchequer,
and Leader of the House of Commons. The fate

of the objectionable clauses in the Coercion Bill
was thus sealed. The majority of the Cabinet had

Lord Melbourne, on
to give way to the minority.
the i /th July, appeared in the House of Lords
for the first time as Premier, announced the

abandonment of the Coercion Bill then before it,
and stated that a new one would be introduced In
and on the same day
the House of Commons
Lord Althorp announced in the House of Commons that the principles of the Government of
Earl Grey would still be adhered to. Mr. O'Conncll
was extremely well pleased, and expressed his
satisfaction that a Coercion Bill would be brought
in which would proclaim disturbed districts, but
;

which would not hinder the
public opinion.

brought

in

The Tithe

free

expression of

The modified

next

clay,

Bill was accordingly
and was speedily passed.

was again proceeded

with, and a
motion by Mr. O'Conncll to relieve the tithe-payer
immediately from 40 per cent, of his payment was
Bill

carried agaftist the Ministers,

On

and the

the second reading in the

however,

it

was thrown out.

Bill passed.

House of Lords,

iS34-J
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The Dissenters, who had now become a numerous
body of great

wealth, respectability, and influence,

feeling that the existence of

an Established Church

and represented
the
dignitaries
by
highest branch of the
Legislature, stamped them as religionists with a
mark of inferiority, naturally employed the new

supported as a national institution,
in

its

power with which they were now invested to bring
the Established Church to the same level on which
they themselves stood, and, by depriving it of
State support and State funds, to convert it into a
self-constituted religious

petitions praying

for

community.

Numerous

the separation of Church and

State were consequently presented to Parliament,
but they led to no practical result
petition from some of the members of the

A

University of Cambridge, to admit Dissenters to
take Degrees, resulted in a Bill being brought in
to the

House of Commons

to effect the object in

view, which passed the second reading there, but

Mouse of Lords.
A motion in the House of Commons for the
abolition of Church rates was withdrawn, on the
undertaking of the Government to bring in a Bill

was

rejected

by

the

The

plan which they proposed,
did not however, meet the views of the Dissenters,

for the purpose.

and was withdrawn.
Lord Althorp now introduced a very important
measure to alter and amend the laws relating to

1

6
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[1834*

time the administration of the

Poor Laws was producing a harvest of ruin, degradation, and crime. Whole parishes had become
pauperized by the system which then existed, of
labourers being paid partly

by

their employers

and

which, indeed, was the
by the parish
foundation of all the evils which existed in the Poor-

partly

Law

;

system.

The

Bill abolished this system,

and

appointment of Commissioners as
provided
a central body, and as far as possible a uniform
mode of relief throughout the country; the
for the

Magistrates were deprived of the power of giving
outdoor relief, which was to be in future vested in
duly-elected Guardians, acting under this central
authority.
ex-officio

The Magistrates were, however, made
members of the Boards of Guardians

whose

within

districts

they happened to reof Settlement and Removal was

The Law
The mother of an
simplified.

illegitimate child

was to be

and the putative

side.

father, to

liable for its

whom

support

;

she might swear

it,

saved from

being sent to prison for its aliment; but he was'to
be made liable to contribute a weekly sum for the
child's

support until

it

attained the age of seven.

The measure was strenuously opposed by the
Tories but in the House of Lords it was supported
by the Duke of Wellington, which secured its
;

passage through that House.
The Budget of this Session calls for remark

:
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Chancellor of the Exchequer found himwith a surplus of one and a half millions,
which, with other savings proposed to be effected,

the

self

would be increased

to

two millions

;

;

1,200,000 of

which he applied to the abolition of the House
Duty. The 4 per Cent. Annuities were converted
into 3
per Cents., the dissentients, whose holdJ-

amounted

to ^4,600,000, being paid off by
of
the
Savings Bank Funds.
operation
Bill, introduced by Mr. Robert Grant, for re-

ings

A

moving the Civil Disabilities of the Jews, passed
the House of Commons, but was rejected by the
House of Lords.
Parliament was prorogued on the isth of

August
Notwithstanding the many and valuable measures which the present Ministry had introduced

and passed, their popularity began to decline, and
they were charged in the press with incapacity to
carry on the Government of the country on any
The vagaries of Lord Brougham,
fixed principles

(who held the high office of Lord Chancellor), during
a tour taken by him in Scotland in the autumn,
and which are now matters of history, also increased
their unpopularity.

On

the loth

November occurred

the death of

Lord Spencer, whereby Lord Althorp was removed
to the House of Lords. Lord Melbourne had
selected

Lord John Russell

as his successor in the

2

1

8
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Leadership of the House of Commons and on the
I4th he waited on the King at Brighton to submit
;

the changes in the Ministry consequent on Lord
Spencer's death, when the King told him, that he
did not think the Government of the country could
be carried on by such a Ministry as it was proposed

and that, therefore, he would not
impose on him the task of completing the official
arrangements, but that he would apply to the
to

construct,

Duke

of Wellington. The Duke, when applied to,
advised that the task of forming a new administra-

be confided to Sir Robert Peel, who
then happened to be in Rome, but offered to carry
tion should

on the business

till

Sir

Robert's return.

This

course was adopted, and Lord Lyndhurst was
sworn in as Lord Chancellor. Sir Robert Peel

immediately left Rome, and arrived in London on
the gth December, had an audience of the King,
and accepted the office of Prime Minister.

One

of his

first

steps

Stanley and Sir James

become members

was to propose

to

Lord

Graham

that they should
of his Administration, but they de-

December the arrangements
were completed, and on the soth of that month a
proclamation was issued dissolving Parliament, and
convoking a new one to meet on the igth February.
clined.

By the end

of

1
Sir Robert Peel

Speaker.

835.

and the Reformers.

Amendment

The

Elections.

New

censuring Dissolution earned.

The Malt Tax. The Marquis
Embassy to St. Petersburg

of Londonderry and the
Marriages.

Dissenters'

Commutation of Tithes in England. Lord John Russell's
Motion as to Application of Surplus Revenues of Irish
Church. Ministers defeated. Resignation. Lord Melbourne again sent for
New Administration formed.
Lord Brougham. Municipal Reform Bill. Magnanimous
Conduct of Sir Robeit Peel. Bill to Regulate the Irish
Church. The Lords mutilate the Bill. Its Abandonment.

Budget.

ALTHOUGH

there was a general feeling of confidence In Sir Robert Peel as an able administrator,

and one who would not oppose the wishes of the
people plainly expressed, it was felt he was not the
man to carry out the changes which the Reformers
looked for from the Whigs.
Moreover, the Whigs and Radicals, who had
hitherto held themselves apart from each other,

now drew

nearer,

and the

latter obtained a con-

siderable increase of influence.

The

elections, though they went in favour of
did
not place him in a majority. On the
Peel,
of
election
Speaker, Mr. Abercromby, proposed by
the Opposition, obtained 316 votes, against 306

2

>2
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given in favour of Sir C. M. Sutton, the existing
Speaker, and who was, in consequence, consoled by

a Peerage under the

title

of Viscount Canterbury

and an amendment
Dissolution, was carried by 307 to

;

to the Address, censuring the

The Marquis of Chandos, a
Government, moved the Repeal
Sir Robert Peel opposed

it,

302.

supporter of the
of the Malt Tax,

and by the aid of the

Opposition, the motion was lost
Amongst the diplomatic changes

consequent
new
accession
of
the
the
Ministry, was the
upon
appointment of the Marquis of Londonderry as

His nominaAmbassador at St. Petersburg.
tion was strongly objected to, not only on the
ground of his incapacity, but from his known
antipathy to the Poles, whose sufferings had created

and although a motion
censuring the appointment was withdrawn, the
great

sympathy

in

England

;

debate caused the Marquis to decline the post.
On the 1 7th March, Sir Robert Peel introduced
the

first

important measure of the Government,

which was a
senters

Bill to

provide relief for those Dis-

who

objected to having their marriages
performed according to the rites of the Church of
England, and so in effect to abolish the marriage

monopoly then possessed by the Ministers of that
Church and this was followed next day by a
measure for the Commutation of Tithes in England,
;

The

Opposition, however, determined at once to

1
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Government on the question of the
of
the surplus revenues of the Irish
application
Church, and on the 2 7th of March Lord John

attack the

Russell gave notice of a motion in favour of applying these revenues to the religious and moral
instruction of all classes of the

then

Ministry

community.
their plans, and

unfolded

The
in

a

subsequent resolution of Lord John Russell, to the
same effect as his former one, the Ministers were
defeated by a majority of 27.
On the following day Ministers resigned, and the
King had the mortification of sending for Lord

Melbourne,

whom

he had but a few months pre-

viously so summarily dismissed.
On the 1 8th of May the new Administration was

Lord Melbourne was of
Lord John Russell became Home
Secretary and Leader of the House of Commons
The
and Lord Palmerston Foreign Secretary.

announced

in Parliament

course Premier

:

;

;

great seal was put in Commission.
It was the cause of no small astonishment that

Lord

Brougham

was

Chancellor, and that

among
for this

not

his

re-appointed Lord
did not appear

name

members of the Cabinet The reason
may never be made known. It was said

the

at the time that the

King

disliked him,

that his vagaries in Scotland
colleagues.

Certain

eloquence, and

it

is

and again

had disgusted

his

that despite his great

his unquestioned abilities,

he never

22
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Indeed, his original

appointment gave rise to some comment, he having
been appointed to the high office of Lord Chancellor without having first filled, as was usual, the
and Attorney General. Lord
said to have explained this in telling a

offices of Solicitor

Grey

is

what mischief he?
have done in the House of

friend that he could not say

Brougham, might

Commons, but in the House of Lords he should
always have him under his eye and be able to keep
him in order. Lord Campbell, in his Lives of the
'

Brougham was very hardly
The Government, however, as a natural

Chancellors/ considers
used.

consequence, had to encounter his opposition to
their measures in several instances, as will be hereafter seen, and it was no slight disadvantage to
them at that time, when the House of Lords was
of more importance in the eyes of the people than

now, that their measures should be subjected
to the scathing criticism of Lord Lyndhurst on the
it is

one

side,

and of Lord Brougham on the

The new Ministry

other.

confined their measures to

Municipal Reform and the Irish Church and on
the 5th June Lord John Russell introduced his
;

measure

relating

to

House of Commons.

Municipal Reform in the
It was found that in many

boroughs the corporate body did not represent the
property, intelligence, or population of the place.

In the town of Bedford, for instance, the corporate

1

835.]

body, that
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is

the persons electing the corporation,

was only one-seventieth of the population. In most
of the boroughs the majority of the electors were
not rated inhabitants consequently bribery and
;

corruption prevailed to an

enormous extent

;

and

instead of

the powers of the corporate body
for
the good government of the town,
used
being
they were in many instances used for influencing

and procuring the election of Members of Parliament In one town Aldborough the regulation
was

and one burgess (a
clergyman) estimated the value of his office and
At Oxford, the
influence at ^"100 per annum.

price of a vote

$$

;

chief corporators were the Marquis of Hertford,
of his family, his present and

some members

former stewards, the superintendent of his estates,

and the Right Honourable John Wilson Croker,
and others.

To

prevent all this in future, it was proposed
that the charters of the boroughs should be taken

away, and that there

should

be

one

uniform

system of government, to be styled Mayor, Aldermen, and Burgesses, and one uniform franchise
purpose of election
except in some of
the larger places, where it was desirable to have
a recorder or other magistrate; and the qualifi-

for the

;

of electors was settled to be persons who
for three years had been rated to the poor, and

cation

had paid

their

rates.

The

right

of

acquiring

24
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the freedom of a corporation
ticeship

by
Owing

was abolished.

mous conduct

birth or apprento the

of Sir Robert Peel, the

read a second time in the House of

without a division.

When

it

of Lords, their Lordships

[1835.

magnaniBill was

Commons

reached the House

desired

to

hear the

corporations by counsel, and counsel were heard
then they desired to hear counsel on the evidence

;

in

support

of the

Bill,

accordingly; and, after

and counsel were heard

much

skirmishing-, the Bill

passed.

This great measure was the natural sequel to,
in its results second only in importance to, the

and

Reform

On

Bill of 1832.
the 20th of June, Lord

Morpcth brought

in

the Government Bill for regulating the Iribh Church.
In his speech on introducing the measure he said,
in reference to the suspension to presentation to

benefices below a certain sum, that

if

not acceded

to, Parliament must be prepared to keep up livings
without duties, clergy without flocks, and pay without work in short, to sanction all the worst gains
;

of the sinecurist on the worst principles of the bigot.
The Bill provided for the re-adjustment of the

and curtailment of the endowments, and
then went on to enact that the surplus fund in
livings

each year should be applied, by the Commissioners
of National Education in Ireland, to the religious

and moral

instruction of all classes of the people,

1835.]
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without distinction of religious persuasion. The
Bill passed the House of Commons
but when it
;

reached the Upper House, the Lords struck out so
many of the material portions that the Ministry

abandoned the

Bill.

The Budget was not introduced until the I4th
of August.
The Chancellor of the Exchequer
found himself with a surplus of ^870,000. Some
minor matters of taxation only were dealt with,
but

it

may

interest

was voted

the

reader

to

state

that

the
rebuilding
,69,000
Houses of Parliament, which had been destroyed

by

to

the

of

fire.

This long Session was not brought to a close
until the loth of

September.

Grievances of Dissenters.

Bills for

Commutation of Tithes.

Celebration of Dissenters* Mariiages. Registration of
Church Reform. ApBirths, Deaths, and Marriages.
pointment of Ecclesiastical Commissioners for England
and Wales Bill for the Suppression of Cathedral and

Preferments

Collegiate

and Sinecure

Benefices.

Law

Extension of Time of
Reforms. Counsel for Felons
Murderers after Sentence. Payment of Medical Witnesses
on Coroneis' Juries. Admission of Ladies to hear
Debates.

THE

leading measures of this Session were singularly enough all connected with, or intended to
relieve, the grievances of Dissenters, and were the
following
ist.

2nd.

:

A Bill for the Commutation of Tithes.
A Bill for the Celebration of Marriage
by persons not belonging to the Communion of the Church of England.

3rd.

For the Registration of Births, Deaths,
and Marriages, and to a certain extent
changing

the

existing

Church of England

The

first,

state

of the

itself.

that of the Tithes, was

by no means
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new, Sir Robert Peel having introduced a measure
on the subject Lord John Russell, as we have
the Bill in February. It conelaborate scheme for commuting

seen, brought

an

tained

in

which would thereafter become a

tithes,

rent-

charge, payable by the landowner according to
the value of grain in a certain specified manner,

and a central board was appointed for the purpose
of arranging any questions that might arise in the
process.

The next measure,
also introduced

of

Commons.

that of Church Reform, was

by Lord John Russell in the House
Hitherto the Church of England

had enjoyed the monopoly of the performance
of the marriage service, and for some time the
Dissenters had claimed to be allowed to have their

marriages celebrated with such religious

they preferred.
that Dissenters

Accordingly the
might be married

Bill

rites

as

provided

in their

own

places of worship, with such forms and ceremonies
as they might think fit, or before a registrar

appointed by the Act for that purpose, after due
notice
the marriages of members of the Church
;

of England being

left

under the same regulations

as heretofore.

The important matter

of Registration was also
was no register of the
there
;
hitherto,
birth, but merely of the baptism of such children as
were baptized in the Church of England, some of

dealt with

28
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whom

were not baptized in infancy. The Bill provided for a uniform system of registration of births,
deaths and marriages, to be collected in a central
place, for easy

reference

in

case

of

need,

to

establish claims to property or for other purposes.
These invaluable measures were met in a fail-

by Sir Robert Peel, and consequently passed
without opposition or division, except upon matters

spirit

of detail.

A very important
sion, for the

measure also passed

this Ses-

appointment of Ecclesiastical Com-

missioners for England, who were to inquire into
and report as to the state of the Established

England and Wales, with reference to
Ecclesiastical duties and revenues, so far as they
related to Episcopal dioceses, revenues and patronChurch

in

age.

Another

was introduced, providing for the
of
cathedral and collegiate preferments
suppression
and sinecure benefices, but it met with so much
Bill

it had to be dropped.
matters
also occupied attention this SesLegal
sion.
Bill was brought in and passed, to allow

opposition that

A

1

felons

counsel to address the jury on their behalf.
trial for felony the barbarous prac-

Until now, on a
tice

existed,

that whilst the

most able counsel

might be engaged for the prosecution, the prisoner,
often unlettered and ignorant, was required to state
his

own

defence,

and not allowed the assistance of

29
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counsel to cross-examine the witnesses, and so to
elicit the truth, or to address to the Court
any argu-

ments on his behalf.
Another Bill was introduced to lengthen the
time for the execution of murderers after their

As

the law then stood, anyone conmurder was directed to be executed
on the day next but one after that on which
he was convicted, unless it should happen to
be on a Sunday, in which case the execution
was to take place on the following Monday, and
meantime to be fed on bread and water (except in

sentence.
victed

of

case of

illness).

As

the execution of the sentence

of death could not be recalled, and there would be
no room left for further inquiry or investigation,
the

new Act provided, that sentence of death should

be pronounced after conviction for murder in the
same way, and the Judge should have the same
power, as after conviction for other capital offences.
And a third measure to recompense medical men as
witnesses before coroners* juries was brought in

and passed.
This year, ladies were for the first time admitted
to listen to debates in the House of Commons but
;

singularly enough the House rejected the vote of
400 asked for by the Chancellor of the Exchequer
for the

expense of

reception.

fitting

up a gallery

for their

Death
Bill for Abolition of Church Rates.
Measures
Wind
of the King. Message from Her Present Majesty
up of Session. Budget. Mitigation of the Penal Code.
Punishment of Death abolished in certain Cases. Close
of Session by Her Majesty. Address of Speaker of the
House of Commons General Election.- The Result.
Civil
Tories in Despair. Re-assemblmg of Parliament.
List and Allowances to Her Majesty.
Prorogation of

Irish

Outbreak

Parliament

m

Canada.

Mr. Disraeli's En-

trance into Parliament.

THE

Session of 1837 was opened

by Commission

on the 29th January.
Irish matters exclusively occupied the early part

of the Session.

The

principal measure, however,

was that introduced by the Government for the
abolition of Church rates.
It was violently opposed In both Houses, and
caused endless discussion; but as it failed to become
law,

it

The

need not be further mentioned.
Session was brought to a premature close,

by the death of the King-, which happened on the
20th of June, at Windsor. Hitherto the Session
had been

no single measure
of Importance having, as Lord John Russell obentirely

served in the

barren

;

House of Commons, been passed.

1
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On

the 22nd June, a message from her present
Majesty who had been awakened from her youthful

slumbers at Kensington Palace at two o'clock on

the previous morning, by Lord Melbourne coming
to announce the demise of the King and her accession to the throne

was brought down announc-

ing the facts, and that according to law a new
Parliament would be summoned to meet at an
It remained for the Ministers to
day.
wind up the Session as soon as possible, and to

early

pass only those measures before Parliament on
which both sides were in agreement On the

Budget, the Chancellor of the Exchequer found
himself with a small surplus of about ^384,000,

which did not admit of remission of taxation.
Valuable measures were, however, passed, mitigating the severity of the Penal Code, and with

which the name of Sir Samuel Romilly is associated.
One was an Act for the abolition of the

punishment of death

stituting transportation for

years

;

death

of forgery, and sublife, or for a term of

in cases

another was to abolish the punishment of
and substituting im-

in certain other cases,

prisonment with or without hard labour; and a
third simplifying the rules relating to the execution of wills.

On
to the

the

I

/th of July, her Majesty went in State

House of Lords

to close the Session.

The youth and sex

of the Sovereign gave a
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touching interest to the scene. The Speaker of
the House of Commons, on behalf of that House,
delivered an address to her Majesty, assuring her
of their cordial participation in that strong and

which prevailed among the
and loyal people, of which, they were the

universal attachment
free

representatives.

In the General Election, which followed as a
matter of course, the balance of parties was not
Ministers felt that the change
materially altered.
of Sovereign would be an advantage to them, as
they would no longer fear summary dismissal as in
1835, nor resistance to their recommendations.

The Tories, on the other hand, were in despair.
The Duke of Wellington regarded the accession of
a female Sovereign as a bar to the return of his
'

I have no small-talk, and Peel
party to power.
has no manners,' he remarked to a friend.

Parliament reassembled on 3Oth November, and
was opened by the Ouccn in person. In the dobate on the address, Lord John Russell declared
his dissent from the views and doctrines of the

Radical party.

The
for

first

subject discussed, and, indeed, the one

which Parliament was reassembled thus

was the arrangement of the

early,

Civil List, and the allow-

ances to her Majesty, who would be deprived of
the revenues of Hanover, enjoyed by her predecessor, but which through the operation of the

1
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Salic

Law had now become

a
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separate

king-

dom.

The

proposals of the Government, especially as
to pensions granted by the Monarch and others,

underwent considerable discussion on the part of
the Radical

and

also at

Members

House of Commons,
the hands of Lord Brougham in the
of the

Ultimately ^"385,000 per annum
was voted for the support of her Majesty's House-

House

of Lords.

hold and of the honour and dignity of the Crown,
and ;r,2OO a year to defray the charge of pensions
to be granted by her Majesty.

On

the 23rd December, Parliament was prorogued, but only until the 1 6th of January, news
having been received from Canada, the day before,

of a revolt having broken out there.
It

may

interest

many

to state that

entered Parliament this year, for the
Member for Maidstone.

Mr

Disraeli

first

time, as

i8 3 8.
Affairs of Lower Canada.
to the Duchess of Kent.
Suspension of Constitution. Causes of Disaffection
Loul
Canadians defended by Mr. Roebuck at I5ar.
Durham sent out Election Petitions Slave Tiacle.
Tithe Bill. Poor Law. Queen's CoroIrish Measures.
Motions for Repeal of the Corn Laws, and in
nation.
favour of Compulsory Education. Abolition of Imprison-

Annuity

ment

ON

for Debt.

Pluiahties.

the reassembling of Parliament, the

first

subject

which occupied its attention was the provision for
her Royal Highness the Duchess of Kent, the
Queen's mother, and an Act was speedily passed

Royal Highness an annuity of
50,000 per annum.
In the House of Commons, Lord John Russell

granting

her

brought forward a proposal, to suspend, for a certain
period, the existing constitution of Lower Canada,
and, at the same time, moved an Address to the
Throne, pledging the House to assist her Majesty
in restoring tranquillity to her Canadian subjects.

The
what

causes which led to the outbreak, were somesimilar to the causes of the disaffection in

Ireland.

The

dians were

great majority of the Lower Canaof French exti action, and strongly
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objected to a nationality and constitution being
sympathy with their race,

forced upon them, out of

language, and traditions. The movement culminated
in the refusal of the House of Assembly in 1835-7
to grant the supplies.
The conduct of the Canadian insurgents, however, found defenders in the House of Commons,
especially

was heard

A

Bill

Canada

amongst the Radicals, and Mr. Roebuck
at the Bar on their behalf.
to

until

suspend the constitution of Lower

November,

1840,

and

to enable the

Governor- General and Council to frame, and pass,
any laws they might consider necessary during the
suspension of the Legislature, was biought in and
passed but in the House of Lords it afforded
;

Lord

Brougham the opportunity

of

bitter attack on Ministers, and caused

monious discussion

making a

much

acri-

Lord Durham was sent out as

Governor, with supreme authority to suppress the
insurrection.

The House of Commons was much occupied by
matters personal, or otherwise, arising out of election
Mr. Smith O'Brien, for
petitions and speeches.
charging Tory committees on election petitions
with foul perjury, was reprimanded by the Speaker,
Further measures were passed with the view of

more

effectually putting clown the slave-trade, in the

advocacy

of

which

measures

Lord

Brougham

greatly distinguished himself.
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Strenuous

efforts

were also made,

[1838.

this Session, to

dispose of the three remaining subjects connected

with Ireland,

made

for which,

attempts had been

many

in previous Sessions, viz.

:

The Poor Law
The Corporations
The Tithes.
;

The

;

owing to concessions made on
of the Plouse, was passed
Sir Robert

Tithe

both sides

Bill,

,

Peel and Lord John Russell having come to terms
on the difficult question of arrears, and Ministers

having abandoned
The Poor Law
Municipal

Bill

their appropriation clause.

Bill was next passed
but the
remained for a future Session.
;

The Queen's
June, for the

coronation took place on the 28th
expenses of which ; 170,000 was voted

The ceremony went off with great
the feature, however, being the omission of the

by Parliament.
t'clat)

customary banquet in Westminster Hall.
motion by Mr. Villiers for the Repeal of the
Corn Laws was rejected.

A

A

Bill

by Lord Brougham

establishing a

for

system of compulsory education also failed.
Among the other measures of the Session,

may

be mentioned, the Act

Im-

for the Abolition of

Debt, on me.snc process in civil
prisonment
actions, and for extending the remedies of creditors
for

against the property of their debtors

;

and an Act to

1838.]
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abridge the holding of benefices in plurality, and
to make better provision for the residence of the
clergy.

Parliament was prorogued, after a most arduous
Session, by the Queen in person, on the i6th

August

Corn-Law Agitation. Irish Municipal CorpoiaNational Education
Appointment of Committee
of Council on Education.
Opposition of Tones. Speech
of Mr Shiel
Budget. Penny Postage introduced
Slavery in Jamaica. Bill to Suspend Constitution of the
Island for Five Years
Resignation of Ministers. Duke
of Wellington sent for. Sir Robert Peel attempts to form
a New Administration The Affair of the Ladies of the

Chaitism.
tions.

Lord Melbourne resumes Oflice. Lord
Brougham's Invective. Retirement of Mr. Abercromby
New Dill for
as Speaker. Election of Mr. Shaw Lefevre
Bed-chamber.

Jamaica. Publication of Proceedings in Parliament.
Stockdale Incident.

ON the

opening of this Session, two most important

subjects presented themselves for consideration
1. The progress of Chartism ;
2.

The

The

agitation in the

towns

:

for the repeal ol

the Corn-Laws.

Both subjects were indirectly mentioned in the
Speech from the Throne, and were referred to in
the debates on the Address.
Petitions were presented to Parliament for the
repeal of the Corn Laws. Motions on the subject,
were made by Lord Brougham in the House of
Lords, by Mr. Villiers in the House of

Commons,
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and were rejected

in
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both Houses by a large

majority.

The

Irish Municipal Corporations Bill, brought

by the Government, passed the House of Commons in the Lords, however, amendments were
made in it, which the Government were unable to
in

;

accept,
10.

among

others,

a franchise qualification of

Lord John Russell postponed the

further con-

sideration of the measure until next Session.

The

great subject of National Education was
brought forward this year by the Government in
the House of Commons. Since the year 1832,
^"20,000 had been annually granted
ment for educational purposes, and

by

Parlia-

had

been

received in equitable proportions by the National
Society and the British and Foreign School
Society, and was dispensed by them in aid of
private

charity

ment were

and benevolence.

dissatisfied

The Govern-

with this course, and, whilst

proposing an increase of the grant, desired to

change entirely the mode of its distribution. Lord
John Russell, on the i/th of February, moved the
appointment of a Committee of Council on Education, who were to appoint inspectors to visit
to dispense the grants annually made
for the purposes of education, and
Parliament
by
enable them to establish schools in poor and
populous places, not necessarily connected with

schools,

cither of the

two

societies.

The measure

which

40
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was the harbinger of the great Act of 1870 met with
the most determined opposition of the Tories and
Churchmen, who cried out that the Church was in
danger, and predicted the most direful results from
its introduction, and it was carried by a majority

of 2 only.

Mr.

Shiel, addressing himself to the Conservative

Why are you ever crying out that
in
Church
is
your
danger, and giving way to the
most fantastic fears ? What in the world makes you
opposition, said

so

much afraid

?

*

:

Your Church

incorporated with
the interests of the higher
is

the State, supported by
orders, and by the faith of the humbler classes.

It

mitred head amidst Courts and Parliaments;
possesses vast revenues ; it rules over the two

lifts its
it

most famous universities of the world it presides
over the great patrician seminaries of the land it
has retained all the pomp, pride, and glorious circumstance of the Establishment, of which it is a
;

;

perpetuation

archbishops, bishops,

deans, cathe-

golden
distinguished by a
prelacy eminent for learning, and a clergy distinguished for energy, activity, and an organized
drals,

stalls.

It

is

Such is your Establishment
confederacy.
Can you bring yourself to believe that such a fabric,
based on national belief, and towering amongst
spirit of

aristocratic sustainmcnts,

can be prostrated on the

rock of truth on xvhich you believe it to be raised,
not by foreign invasion, not by intestine commo-

1
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not by great moral concussion, but by a discharge of Douay Testaments and Popish missals
tion,

from the hands of a

set of shoeless, shirtless, Popish

paupers, gathered under the command of the Privy
Council from the lanes of Liverpool, the alleys of
Manchester, or the receptacles of St. Giles ?'
[Allusion is here made to the power given to
extend assistance to schools where the Roman

Catholic version of the Scriptures was read.]
The feature of the Budget this year was the
introduction of the penny postage, and the abolition
of the system of franking letters by Members of

Parliament

Up

to this time, the rates of postage

on letters were heavy and various.
one part of town to another cost 2d.

One from Reading

to

London

...

s.

d.

o

7

Aberdeen

...08
..,13

Belfast

...

Brighton

The

A letter from

idea was suggested

i

by Mr. Rowland

4
Hill, in

a pamphlet published in 1837, an d his view was
adopted by the Government, and carried against
the strenuous opposition of the Tory party.
The Legislature of the Island of Jamaica became somewhat contumacious in the measures
relating
slaves,

to

the complete

emancipation of

and pressure had to be

applied

the

by the
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Home

Government, who thought

it

[1839.

necessary to

suspend the constitution of the island for five
The Bill introduced into Parliament to give
years.

was opposed, not only by
the Conservatives, but by the Radicals, and in consequence was carried by a majority of 5 only, in
effect to this intention,

a very full House. Feeling they could not carry
the measure, the Government resolved to resign.

The Duke of Wellington was sent for,
vice, the

and,

by his ad-

Queen entrusted the task of forming a new

administration to Sir Robert Peel, adding, that she
regretted parting with her Ministers, who had given

her

satisfaction.

Notwithstanding this,
Peel handed to her Majesty a list of the principal
perfect

Members of
as

the

new Administration, but

required,

evidence of her confidence, the dismissal of

certain ladies, relations of

Ministry,

members of the

late

who held high appointments in the
The Queen refused this request, and

Household.

Peel abandoned the attempt to form a Ministry,
and Lord Melbourne and his colleagues resumed
office,

The

affair

caused considerable excitement

and controversy. Lord Brougham, showered his invective upon his former colleagues, saying, amongst
other things
I little thought to have lived to hear
"
it said by the Whigs of 1839,
Let us rally round
*

:

never mind the House of Commons
the Queen
never mind measures throw principles to the dogs
!

leave pledges

unredeemed

;

but, for God's sake,
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round the Throne

rally

I"
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Little did I think the

day would come when I should hear such language,
not from the unconstitutional, place-hunting, Kingloving Tories, who thought the public was made
for the King, and not the King for the public,

but from the Whigs themselves principles are to
all because of two Ladies of the Bed;

be given up,
chamber.'

On

Parliament reassembling, the announcement
of the retirement of Mr. Abercromby from the post

of Speaker was made, and Mr. Shaw Lefevre was
elected In his place by a majority of 18 over

Mr. Goulburn, who was proposed by the Opposition.

With regard

of Jamaica, the
Government was compelled to bring in such a
Bill as would pass the House of Commons ; on
to

the

affairs

which account it was prepared on the lines laid
down by Sir Robert Peel, and so passed.
Leave, however, cannot be taken of the Session
without recording an incident which occurred
relating to the publication of the proceedings
of Parliament.
Messrs, Hansard, the printers to the House of
Commons, had, in usual course of business, sold

the printed Report of the Commissioners inquiring
into the state of the prisons, wherein it was stated
that

many

of the prisoners were found reading

obscene works published by one Stockdale, who

44
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thereupon brought
Messrs. Hansard.

an action

On

the direction of Lord
the

plaintiff.

the

libel

against
the jury, under
found a verdict for

trial,

Denman,

Thereupon

for

[1839.

Messrs. Hansard

pre-

sented a petition to the House of Commons, and
the House, by a very large majority, passed a
resolution

affirming the

power of the House to

order the publication of all such papers as it should
think conducive to the public interests, and declaring that the institution of any action for the purpose of bringing the privileges of Parliament into
discussion before

any

tribunal, other than

Parlia-

ment, was a high breach of privilege, and that for
any court or tribunal to assume to decide upon
matters of privilege, inconsistently with the deter-

mination of either House of Parliament thereon,
is contrary to the law of Parliament, and a breach

and contempt of the

privileges of Parliament.

1840.
Marriage of the Queen to Prince Albert. Naturalization of
the Prince. His Allowance. Discussion. Amendment
carried against Government. Privilege Proceedings.
Stockdale v. Hansard. Termination of the Affair.
Motion of Want of Confidence. Result. Affairs of China.
Irish Municipal Corporations Bill.
Budget. Reunion
of Provinces of Upper and Lower Canada. Report of
Ecclesiastical Commissioners. The Eastern Question.
Egypt.

Birth of Princess Royal.

THE Speech from the Throne contained the interestIng announcement of the intended marriage of her
Majesty with Prince Albert of Saxe-Coburg-Gotha.

A

Bill was brought in and speedily passed to
naturalize the Prince, and Lord John Russell moved
In the House of Commons that an annuity of

annum should be settled on him
Mr. Hume moved the reduction of

$0,000 per
his

life.

for

the

vote to ^"21,000 per annum, observing that the
noble lord must know the danger of setting a
young man down in London with so much money
in his pockets

(laughter).

The motion was

lost.

Colonel Sibthorp then moved that it be reduced
All the Conservative
to ^"30,000 per annum.
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Members, except Sir Robert
of this amount. Sir Robert

Inglis,

[1840.

were

Peel, in a

in favour

manly and

straightforward speech, declared his intention to
vote for the amendment ; and when the House

divided the

amendment was

Government by a majority of

carried against the
104.

Further proceedings took place this Session, on
the important question of privilege, arising out of
the action for

libel of

Stockdale

v.

Hansard, as the

matter was pregnant with consequences to the
liberty of the subject on the one hand, and to the

House

privileges of the

of

Commons on

the other

;

and the prospect of a conflict between the House
of Commons and the Court of Queen's Bench was
imminent

a brief recapitulation of the facts is
After the resolution passed by the
necessary.
House of Commons, and noticed at page 44, the
:

action against Messrs Hansard proceeded, and they
were directed to plead, and consequently pleaded,

that the publication, being issued

of the House of

Commons, was
contain no libel.

by the authority
privileged, and

The pica was
and decided against Hansard, and the
House of Commons directed Hansard to pay the
assessed damages, as they had submitted the pica
to the consideration of the Court, and judgment
could therefore

demurred

to

had been given against them.
Shortly afterwards, Hansard

reported

to

the

House that similar proceedings had been threatened

1840.]
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against them by another person, as to a similar
matter, and the House at once resolved that

Messrs. Hansard acted under the orders of the

House, and that to bring an action against them
for such publication would be a breach of the
privileges of the House,

pay no attention

and directed Hansard

to the threat

being taken, this action dropped

commenced another

action

No
,

to

further step

but Stockdale

against Hansard

for

again publishing the same libel. Messrs. Hansard,
acting under the personal directions of the Speaker,
did not appear or plead to this action, but simply
served Stockdale with notice of the resolutions of
the House.

Stockdale, however, went on; inter-

locutory judgment for want of a plea was signed,
and a writ of inquiry as to damages was issued,

returnable before the Sheriff of Middlesex on the

Hansard served
and
Evans
Wheelton) with
(Messrs.
1

2th November.

resolutions,

and

Queen's Bench

in

the

Sheriffs

notices of the

consequence they moved the

to enlarge the return of the writ

till

the meeting of the House, but the Court refused.
The writ was accordingly executed, and the dam-

ages were

assessed

at

^600.

Stockdale

then

applied to the Queen's Bench to compel the Sheriff
to return the writ, which was ordered accordingly
;

and on the 23rd November a writ of fieri facias
was issued and lodged with the Sheriff, who 'there-

upon entered and took possession of Messrs. Han-

4$

Parliamentary History.

sard's premises

and stock-in-trade.

[1840.

Having been

ruled to return the writ they did so, and proceeded
to a sale of Messrs. Hansard's effects.

The

Sheriffs,

being thus between two

fires, applied to a Judge to
have the return to the writ enlarged, which was
granted, and the amount of the damages was

paid into the Sheriff's office the night before the
sale.
On the nth January following, Stockdale
the Queen's Bench for an order on Messrs.
Hansard to pay over the money, which was granted

moved

for the

1 7th.

On

the i6th the

House

Stock-

met.

dale and the Sheriffs were ordered to attend at the

Bar of the House.

Stockdale was cross-examined

by the Attorney-General, and was afterwards committed into the custody of the Scrgeant-at-Arms,
Lord John Russell then moved, that the Sheriffs be
ordered to refund the

money

in

their

hands to

Messrs. Hansard, which was carried. The Sheriffs
were then called to the Bar, and asked if they
wished to say anything they bowed and retired.

Lord John Russell then moved that the

Sheriffs,

having been guilty of a breach of the privileges of
the House, be committed to the custody of the
Sergcant-at-Arms.

House

against

ever, ordered.

The

their

Sheriffs

arrest

Howard,

;

the

petitioned

which

was,

how-

Stock-dale's attorney,

was

then called to the Bar, and expressed his regret,
and making due submission, was discharged with a

reprimand from the Speaker.

The
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matter, however, did not end here.

A writ of Habeas

Corpus to bring up the bodies
of the Sheriffs was served on the Sergcant-at-Arms,
who was ordered by the House to return to the
writ that he held these persons

the

He

Speaker.

by the warrant of

appeared in Court with the
Great interest was excited

Sheriffs in their robes.

the proceedings, as a matter of course. The
Court held the return to the writ sufficient, and

in

remanded the
Stockdale

Sheriffs.

now commenced

action against Hansard,
\vas in

by

the

another (the fourth)

same

attorney,

who

consequence ordered to attend the House,

and committed to Newgate.
Sheriff Wheelton was discharged on the ground
of ill-health but the other Sheriff, Evans, was detained in custody. A fifth action was commenced
by Stockdale, and Howard was ordered to be
committed to the custody of the Sergeant-at-Arms.
Sheriff Evans was afterwards dismissed until the
6th of April, on the ground of ill-health from the
;

Robert Peel now proposed that
the proceedings should be put an end to by enactment, which was agreed to ; and accordingly an
Act was speedily passed whereby it was provided
confinement.

Sir

that proceedings,

civil

or criminal, against persons
by order of Par-

for publication, of papers printed

liament should be stayed upon delivery of a certificate and affidavit to the effect that such publication

4
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by order

Sheriffs

of either

were

House of

[i&p.

Parliament.

The

discharged, as also, after the lapse of a

month, were Stockdale and Howard.

Thus

the affair terminated.

John Y. Buller gave notice of a motion of
want of confidence in Ministers, based chiefly on
Sir

the

and

disturbed

unsatisfactory

state

of the

country, owing to the system of popular agitation
which Ministers had nurtured and fostered during

the

last

two

years.

balanced, and

much

Parties were
interest

now very evenly

was excited

as to the

result.
After a very long and animated debate, in
which Sir Robert Peel stated the grounds on which
he would act, whether in office or in opposition, the

motion was rejected by

21.

Next came a long debate on the affairs of
China, and as to our relations with that country
;

and one on the opium trade, which was condemned by Sir James Graham, but his motion was
negatived.

The

Irish Municipal Corporation Bill

was again

brought in, and passed both Houses.
Mr. Spring Rice having been raised to the peerage
as Lord Montcaglc, was succeeded as Chancellor of
the Exchequer by Mr. Baring, On the Budget there
appeared a deficiency of 2,700,000, to meet which,

10 per cent, was added to the assessed taxes,
5 per cent on the Customs and Excise, and 4d. a
gallon on

spirits.

Parliamentary History.

1840.]

51

A

Bill was passed providing for the reunion of
the Provinces of Upper and Lower Canada.
Bill was also passed to carry into effect the first

A

report of the Ecclesiastical Commissioners, which
proposed a modification of the constitution of Chapters and Cathedral Colleges, and reduction of Cathedral establishments to the amount of nearly 300,000

a year, and for the application of that sum to the
augmentation of small livings and the supplying,
by means of additional churches and resident

clergymen, the want
greatly
this

felt in

Act

incomes

many

of spiritual instruction so
Under
parts of the kingdom.

the Archbishops and Bishops had fixed
assigned to them in the place of larger

though uncertain ones.

The Archbishop
fixed at

Thus

:

of Canterbury's income was

15,000.

The Archbishop of York's at 12,000.
The Bishop of London's at 10,000.
The Bishop of Durham's at 8,000.
The others at about 5,000 per annum.

The Eastern Question started up this year by
the revolt of the Pasha of Egypt against his
Sovereign, the Sultan of Turkey, which was followed by the bombardment and capture of the
town of Acre, and the consequent submission of
the Pasha.

The marriage

of her Majesty with Prince Albert

42
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took place on the loth of February, and on the
2 ist

November

the Princess Royal,

now Crown

Princess of Germany, was born.

Parliament was prorogued on the

nth August.

1841.
Foreign Politics. Registration of Voters in Ireland. Defeat
of Government. Jewish Civil Disabilities Removal Bill.
The Penal Code. Budget. Financial Embarrassments.
Fixed Duty in place of Sliding Scale. Defeat of Ministers.
Vote of Want of Confidence carried against Ministers by
The Elections. Conservative Maone.
Dissolution.
jority.
Resignation of Mimsters.v^Sir Robert Peel sent
for.
Forms Administration. Mr. Gladstone. Autumn
Session.
?

THE

interest generally felt In the reassembling of

Parliament was this year less than usual, by reason
many of the great questions which had

that

violently divided the great political parties in the
State had for a time at least been adjusted or laid

There was no longer any excitement as to
the extension of popular rights, and the monotonous
repetition of Irish grievances had created a wearito rest.

ness and distaste of the subject in the public mind.
The Session was opened by the Queen in person.

The debate on

the Address turned principally on
the foreign policy of the Government in relation to
The thanks of both
the campaign in Syria.

Houses were voted to the forces engaged.
Lord Stanley announced his intention to

reintro-
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duce his measure of 1840 to amend the law of
registration of voters In Ireland; and Lord Morpeth,
on the part of the Government, also announced a
similar measure. The main point of difference be-

tween the two

Bills was, as to the tribunal to

whom

the appeals were to be made, and the Government
proposed the valuation under the new Poor-Law

Act as the basisof franchisement,with the appendage
of any extending franchise. The second reading
of the Government Bill was carried by a majority
of 5 only; but in debate

was

defeated,

threw up the

much warm

in

Committee, Government

and Lord John Russell consequently
and thus came to an end, after
Bill
;

controversy, the great party struggle

Lord Stanley, though he succeeded
in overthrowing Lord Morpeth s Bill, was compelled
to abandon his own
but Ministers suffered materiof the Session.

j

;

from their defeat, which no doubt tended
towards the decline and approaching downfall of
ally

the

Whig

Administration.

The

Jewish Civil Disabilities Removal Bill,
introduced this year by Lord John Russell, was
carried in the House of Commons by a large
majority, but

was thrown out

in

the

House of

Lords,

By an Act passed in this Session the severity of
the Penal Code was further mitigated, the punishment
being

of transportation for
substituted

for

life,

death

or imprisonment,
In

certain

cases,

Parliamentary History.

1841.]

other than

those

provided

55

the Acts of

for in

1837-

The Budget

year was expected with unusual
interest, on account chiefly of the known embarrassed state of the finances
and this interest
this

;

was increased on Lord John Russell giving notice
that he should move for a Committee of the whole
House, to consider the laws relating to the trade in
corn.
Mr. Baring showed that he had a deficiency
of two-and-a-half millions to provide

As

for.

to

^"1,300,000 of this, he proposed to provide for it by
increase of timber and foreign sugar duties and if
;

the propositions of Lord John as to the Corn Laws
were not acceded to, the balance would have to be
raised

by

taxation.

direct

Lord John Russell

proposed to substitute a moderate fixed duty

in

the place of the then-existing sliding scale.* Lord
Sandon then moved a resolution condemning
the Government proposals as to the sugar duties,
which was carried by a majority of 36.

So

serious a defeat of the

Government naturally

produced great excitement. Next day, the Chancellor
of the Exchequer gave notice, as if nothing had happened, of moving the usual annual sugar duties.'
*

The

design of the Ministry seems to have been, to
bring on the discussion of the Corn Laws, and to dissolve Parliament, now that the Free Trade agitation

was

A vote of want of

at the flood,
*

See note at page 62.

confidence in
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Sir

Robert

which was carried by a majority of one
Lord John thereupon announced that he
only.
intended to dissolve without a discussion on the
Peel,

Corn Laws.

The Government were
posal
of the

Mr.

by

Law

again beaten on a pro-

Edward Sugden,

Bills,

and the

Bill

relating

to

one

was consequently

withdrawn.
Parliament was prorogued on the 22nd June,
dissolution took place.

and a

In the elections which followed, the Conservawere the gainers. The clergy were against

tives

the Whigs, whose agitation against the Corn Laws
had alienated the farmers and the landed interest.

The mercantile classes felt that the Government
had no settled policy. In reality their weak point
was finance. Throughout the country there was a
general feeling in favour of Sir Robert Peel, and
it

was

felt,

and believed, that his large and compre-

hensive mind would grasp all matters relating to
trade and commerce, and would give scope to the

The Whigs appealed to
energies of the nation.
the country as anti-monopolists. The City of
London, which had hitherto returned four Liberals,
jiow returned two Liberals and two Conservatives.

A

Conservative headed the poll, and Lord John
Russell was at the bottom. In the counties the

elections

went against the Ministers, and in the
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c
towns, the cry of cheap bread was met with the
rival cry of
low wages.'
Lord Morpeth was
'

'

defeated in the

West Riding, Lord Howick

in

Northumberland, and Mr. O'Connell in Dublin.
On the whole, it was estimated that Sir Robert
Peel would

command

a majority of 76.
Parliament re-assembled on the ipth August. Mr.

Shaw-Lefevre was re-elected Speaker of the House
Commons. A vote of want of confidence in

of

Ministers was proposed in both Houses, and carried
against Ministers in the Commons the majority
:

against the Government was 91,
On the 3Oth of August Ministers announced
their resignation, and Sir Robert Peel was called

upon

to

form a new administration, which he

speedily did.

Mr. Gladstone, who in 1834 was one of the
Lords of the Treasury, and in 1835 Under-Secretary for the Colonies, was now appointed to the
more important posts of Vice-President of the Board
of Trade and Master of the Mint.
Parliament met again on the i6th September.
Sir Robert Peel proposed to postpone his financial

measures

till

next Session.

The matters of immediate urgency having been
disposed of, Parliament was prorogued on the 7th
of October.

1842.
Difficulties of Ministers.

Resignation of

Duke

of Bucking-

ham. Visit of King of Prussia. -Reel's Proposal as to the
Mi
Corn Laws.
Lord John Russell's Resolution.
ViUiers' Resolution in favour of Free Trade -Budget.
The Working Men's
Fiscal Reforms.
Income Tax.
Lord Ashley. Employment of Women and
Petition.
Children in Mines and Collieries, Bribery and Corrupt
Practices at Elections. First Afghan War

A

REVENUE

years past showing a
expenditure tending to increase
several

for

an
deficiency
disunion between
;

facturing

the

interests

branches of trade

;

;

agricultural

and

manu-

the principal
depression
the excitement caused by the
in

and the
agitation of the Anti-Corn Law League
acknowledged necessity for dealing with the difficult and delicate question of the Corn laws, were
amongst the difficulties which beset the new
;

Ministers at the opening of this Session of Parlia-

ment, and they required for their solution no ordinary resources of statesmanship.
Before Parliament met, the Duke of Buckingham,

who held the office of Lord Privy Seal, and who
was considered the exponent of ultra-Protectionist
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and intense excitement was
and out of Parliament to hear

views, left the Cabinet,

manifested both in

how

Peel would deal with the Corn Laws.

Parliament was opened on February 3rd under
unusual splendour, which was

circumstances of

enhanced by the presence of the King of Prussia, who
was on a visit to this country in order to stand
sponsor at the christening of the Prince of Wales.
Sir Robert Peel announced that on the gth he would

Government for dealing with
and accordingly an immense

state the plans of the

the Corn

Laws

assembly

collected at Westminster to hear his

;

The proposal made was a modification
of the existing sliding scale.* This was vehemently
denounced by Mr. Cobden as an insult to the
statement.

Lord John Russell moved a resolution
He was
condemnatory of the graduated scale.
answered by Mr. Gladstone, and Lord John's
resolution was rejected by 349 to 226.

people.

Mr. Villiers next moved a resolution in favour
of Free Trade in corn, which, after a long debate,
and on the 25th
was rejected by 393 to 90
;

February the House went into Committee on Sir
Robert Peel's resolution.
Meantime, great excitement took place out of doors, public meetings
were held by the League, and Sir Robert Peel

was burned

in effigy in several towns.

* See note

at

page

62.

The

Bill,
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however, was read a second time by a majority of
1 08, and
rapidly passed both Houses.

In framing his Budget, Sir Robert Peel was
under the great disadvantage of having to face a
of two and a half millions, besides contingenOn
cies in China and India of uncertain amounts.
deficit

the

The

nth

of March, Sir Robert unfolded his plans.

and the preceding year, with
4,700,000, to meet
contingencies, he estimated at
which, Peel proposed an Income Tax of /d. in
deficit for this

the pound,to last for three years, exempting incomes
under
150 a year. This, with certain readjust-

ments, he calculated would give him a surplus
which he proposed to apply in relaxing the commercial

tariff; his

main

principles being removal

of prohibition, and reduction or removal of duties

on raw materials and

articles partly

manufactured

;

and he laid upon the table his scale of duties, from
which it appeared that in about 750 articles an

was recommended,
was anticipated would greatly aid the
manufacturing interests and alleviate the distress
abolition or abatement of duty

which

it

then existing throughout the kingdom. His propositions, notwithstanding the opposition they of
necessity

met

with,

were carried in

a huge petition, containing,
signatures,

it

was

their entirety

;

said, 3,000,000

was brought down to the House, accom-

panied by a long procession of working-men, detailing their grievances and praying inquiry into them.
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So huge was it, that it could not be carried into
House whole, and had to be divided into three

the

Mr. T.

Duncombe

presented it, and
moved that the petitioners should be heard by
Counsel at the Bar, which was, however, rejected

sections

;

by a large majority.
Lord Ashley introduced

this

Session a Bill

founded on the Report of the Commission of
Inquiry, which he obtained from the last Government, to prevent the employment of women and
of tender years in mines and collieries.

children

The evidence adduced

before the Commission
most revolting and degrading acts of cruelty and oppression. This most
philanthropic measure was one of the greatest

brought to light the

boons to the working classes ever granted, and
many Members thanked Lord Ashley for his

The Bill passed through both Houses
the only opposition offered was on the part of Lord
Londonderry, who moved that the Bill should be
exertions.

;

read that day six months, but the motion met with

very

little

support.

Lord John Russell introduced a Bill to diminish
bribery and check corrupt practices at elections,
the main feature of which was, not so much to
impose additional penalties on bribery, as to endeavour to bring to light, by more efficacious means
than had hitherto been proposed, bribery which

had actually been committed,

instead of leaving

it
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was
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by the pro-

passed.

Parliament was prorogued on August I2th.
The first Afghan War broke out this year, arising

from our withholding payment of a portion of the
sum we had stipulated to pay the Ghilzies for

keeping open the Khoord Cabul Pass, which lay
between Cabul and British India.
NOTE. The sliding scale was thus If the average price
of Corn was 505. a quaiter, the duty was 363. 8d., decreasing
is., as the average price increased is. a quarter; so that
when the price was 655., the duty was 225. Sd. It then
a quarter until the pncc became 68s then 35
it became 713.; and then 45 a quarter until

decreased

2s.

a quarter

until

;

when the duty was only is.
rapid reduction, was a temptation to
fraud, by holding back supplies, to force up the prices, and
thus benefit the farmer at the expense of the consumer and
it

reached 735

The

,

effect of this

the revenue.

,

1

843.

Depression of Trade and Industry.

Committee of Inquiry.
Corn Laws. State of Ireland
Budget. Visit of Her Majesty and

Canadian Corn Treaty.
Irish

Arms

Bill

Prince Albert to Sir Robert Peel.

THE

year opened with a gloomy aspect. Every
branch of trade and industry was suffering from
The value of agricultural produce
depression.

was reduced, and the revenue was declining.
Parliament met on the 2nd February. Lord
appointment of a Committee to inquire into the causes of the distress
the discussion chiefly turned on the question of
Free Trade, and it was remarkable with what

Howick moved

for the

;

frankness Sir Robert Peel, Sir James Graham, and
Mr. Gladstone admitted the general soundness of
whilst they pleaded for the continuance of Protection to agriculture, by reason of the
The
interests which had grown up under it

its principles,

motion was

lost by a majority of 115.
Lord Stanley, the Colonial Minister, brought in
a Bill to carry into effect an arrangement which
had been entered into with the Canadian Govern-
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admission of corn and wheatcn meal

into this country at diminished fixed duties, which

passed both

Houses, although opposed by Protectionists and Free Traders on opposite grounds.
This was in reality the first blow given to Protection.

Long and animated

debates took place, during

the Session, on the Corn

Laws

generally,

and on

the question of a fixed duty in place of the sliding
scale ; but they led to no result.

The

under the Repeal agitation
was such that the Government were compelled to
state of Ireland

Arms

Bill, which created long
but
which
discussion,
eventually passed.
Budget showed a surplus of ^"762,000, which

bring in an Irish

and angry

The

did not admit of any remission of taxation ; but
the Chancellor of the Exchequer expressed a hope,
that the time was not distant, when he might sub-

mit to the House a proposal for easing the industry
of the country by important remissions.
But for the imposition of the Income Tax, there

would have been a serious deficiency.
Parliament was prorogued by the Queen
person on the 24th August.

in

Sir Robert Peel's position, both in the country

was strengthened by a visit her
Majesty and Prince Albert paid to him in the
autumn after their visit to the King and Queen of
and

in Parliament,

the French.

1

844.

Prospects of Session. State of Ireland. Irish Measures.
Bill for Better Regulation of Moneys Settled upon Charitable and Religious Trusts. 'Penal Acts against Roman
Catholics.
Labour in Factories.
Conversion of 3^
Renewal of
per Cents, into 3 per Cents
Budget.
Bank Charter. Relief of Dissenters. Lady Howley's
Charities.

Imprisonment

for

Debts

under

.20

Mr.

Gladstone's Bill for Better Regulation of Railways, and
to provide better accommodation for Third Class PasIrish Agitation.
O'Connell. Meeting at Clonsengers.
tarf.
The Pritchard Affair in the Island of Tahiti.

THE

Session of 1844 opened auspiciously. Scinde
to our Indian possessions.
The

had been annexed

Government had answered
their expectations, and had converted a deficiency
Trade and manuinto an increasing surplus.
factures had improved Ireland alone presented an
financial measures of the

;

A

richly
exception to the general contentment.
endowed Established Church at variance with the
religious opinions of the great majority of the Irish
and upheld against their wishes by the

people,

English Parliament and Government, was regarded by them as a badge of conquest, and lay
at the root of the evils

and discontents of the

people.
5

Irish
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Parliament reassembled on February the ist, and
measures for the pacification of Ireland were announced In the Speech from the Throne.

Lord John Russell moved for a Committee of
the whole House to inquire into the state of IreIt was opposed by Government, and after a
land.
debate of many nights was rejected by a majority
of 99.

The Government

early in the Session brought in

a Bill, to amend and simplify the law relating to
the Registration of Electors in Ireland, and another
to

amend

the Irish Municipal Corporations Act,

which was intended to assimilate the English and
Irish law upon the subject, but neither were passed
this Session.

A

by the Government, of considerable importance to the Roman Catholic community, the object of which was to make provision
Bill

introduced

and regulation of moneys
settled upon charitable and religious trusts, shared
a better fate, and passed both Houses as also did
another Bill brought in by Lord Beaumont to afford
for the better security

;

relief to the

Roman

Catholic body, the object of
which was to abolish a number of Penal Acts which

though obsolete still remained on the Statute Book.
They were chiefly Acts passed in the reign of

Queen

Elizabeth, imposing

punishment by

imprisonment, in several cases, as
to the

Church of

Rome

e.g.

fine

and

reconcilement

denial of the Sovereign's

1
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supremacy

in ecclesiastical

and

67

religious matters

non-attendance at parish church to conform, etc.
Sir James Graham brought in a Bill to regulate

A motion by
Lord Ashley further to limit the hours of labour
was carried against the Government by a majority
of 9.
The Bill, when in Committee, became inextricably confused by two divisions which took
On the twelve hours question there was a
place.
majority of 3 against the Government, whilst Lord
Ashley's amendment for the ten hours clause was
The Bill was then withlost by a majority of 7.
drawn, and another introduced and passed, limiting

the hours of labour in factories.

the hours of labour to twelve daily.
Consols, which then bore 3 \ per cent, interest,
stood at 1 02 ; and Mr. Goulbourn, the Chancellor

of the Exchequer, proposed and carried the conversion into the present 3 per Cents., which involved

a saving to the country of

1,250,000 annually.
introducing his Budget, the Chancellor of
the Exchequer found himself with a surplus of

On

,2,360,000.

The revenue had

largely increased,

but this was on account of the income tax, and
it could not therefore be considered permanent

;

387,000 was applied to the reduction of duty on
certain articles of consumption, and the remainder

went

in

in the

Bank

augmentation

of

exchequer

balances

of England.

Sir Robert Peel brought in

and

carried a Bill for

52
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Charter, and regulating*

Bank

of England, and the administration of
banking concerns in general. He detailed his plan

the

and evincing a complete mastery of the whole subject, and his proa speech of great

in

ability,

positions were carried in their integrity.

A

and passed, for confirming
the possession of religious endowments in the
hands of Dissenters, and arresting such litigation
Bill

was brought

in

had taken place

in the case of Lady Howley's
were
endowed by her for Calvinwhich
Charities,
istic Independents, but gradually passed to another

as

persuasion, the Unitarians,
successfully

whose occupancy was

The

contested.

Bill

terminated

all

further legal controversy, respecting the right to

voluntary endowments connected with Dissenting
chapels, by vesting the property in the religious
bodies in whose hands

it

had been

for the preced-

ing twenty years.

A Bill was passed for the
ment for debts under 20.
The only remaining Act
was passed

abolition of imprison-

which
one introduced by Mr.
the better regulation of railways, and
calling for notice,

this Session, is

Gladstone for

improved accommodation for thirdpassengers, founded on the report of a Com-

for providing

class

mittee appointed to inquire into the subject

Up to this time very inferior third-class accommodation had been provided by the Railway Com-

1
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The carriages were without seats, or roofs
panics.
to protect from the rain, passengers were crowded
together like cattle, and the trains stopped at every
station, so that persons who wished to go long
journeys were compelled, either to travel in other
classes at a greater expense, or to subject

selves

to

delays,

often requiring

them

them-

to

find

lodgings for the night, when the distance was such
as might have been travelled in a few hours. Mr.

Gladstone's Bill dealt with these, and other evils in

the railway system as then carried out. It was
strongly opposed by the railway interest, but con-

made

cessions were

in' details

not impairing the

efficiency of the Bill or the necessary discretion of
the Directors of the Railway Companies, and the
Bill finally

The

passed both Houses.

Irish agitation

was now assuming alarming

Their
dimensions under O'Connell's leadership.
demands were the substitution of imperial for local
that if the union was to continue
and
Ireland should have the same rights
England
and immunities, and that there should be one law
legislation,

for both.

An immense
Clontarf,

meeting proposed to be held at

Dublin, was suppressed by the
and O'Connell and his adherents

near

Government,
were prosecuted

for inciting to conspiracy.

At^the

Catholics were struck out of the jury panel,
which consequently consisted of Protestants only,

trial,

70
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respect O'Connell

was sentenced to be imprisoned, and fined ;2,ooo,
and the other prisoners received lesser sentences in
proportion. An appeal was made to the House of
Lords, who reversed the judgment, and O'Connell,
who had been imprisoned for a few weeks, was set at

A

liberty.

collapse of the agitation followed,

good service was thereby done
and the country.

The

incident

known

as

'

to the

and

Government

the Pritchard affair

'

occurred in the Island of Tahiti, in the autumn.

The French Admiral had

violently

removed the

British flag, thereby outraging Mr. Pritchard, the

By the friendly offices of Louis
and
Soult, the French Government
Philippe, Guizot,
made reparation, and the affair terminated, and a
British Consul.

probable war with France was avoided.
Louis Philippe returned the visit of her Majesty>
and the good feeling between the two countries

was thus

restored.

1

Improved Aspect of
tion.

The

845.

Affairs.

Anti-Corn- Law League AgitaSecession of
Society.

Protectionists, rival

Mr. Gladstone from the Ministry. His Work on Church
and State. Budget. Export Duties. Raw Materials.
Financial Changes. The Young England Party. Programme of the Whigs. Maynooth College. Increase of
Grant.
Higher Education in Ireland.
Jewish Civil
Disabilities Relief. Juvenile Labour and Care of Lunatics.
Famine in Ireland. Gradual Reduction and Final Repeal of Corn Laws agreed upon by Government. Resignation of Cabinet. Lord John Russell sent for.
Sir Robert
Peel resumes Office. Mr. Gladstone. The Edinburgh
Letter.

BY

Political Sensation.

this year affairs had
a
harvest had been
The
assumed tranquil aspect.
a good one, trade was reviving, the agitation In

the

commencement of

Ireland had subsided, and the fiscal measures of
Sir Robert Peel had given a stimulus to the manu-

The
facturing industry.
of
debate.
great subject

Some
ordinary

notice
efforts

Anti-Corn-Law

Corn Laws was

still

the

must here be taken of the extraof the organization known as the
League, the result of whose

labours were shortly to be accomplished.

The
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strenuous exertions
tions,

It

made

and other means

by

[1845-

lectures, publica-

to advocate the cause of

Free Trade, aided to a very considerable extent the
final

The

triumph of the cause.

funds raised

by

the League were enormous.
10,000 was realized
by a bazaar held at the Theatre Royal, Manchester,

and ^25,000 by one held

Covent Garden Theatre

at

altogether over a quarter of a million was raised.
magnificent building known as the Free Trade

The

Hall, Manchester,

was erected out of the subscrip-

Extremely able men advocated the cause
on the platform. Their arguments were unanswertions.

the great point being that legislative Protection was in reality a taxation of the whole
able

community for the benefit of one particular
industry, and the one, from which the aristocracy
and landed gentry obtained their incomes.

The

Protectionists,

it

is

true, tried

an opposition agitation under the

hard to start
title

of

the

Central Agricultural Society of Great Britain and
Ireland but in truth this proved rather a help than
a hindrance to the cause, as all their defenders
;

could put forward was declamation, prophecy, and
prediction of the evils which would follow if Protection were withdrawn.

had

The

Free-Traders, likewise,

great hopes in Sir Robert Peel, from the large

and enlightened views he took upon

all financial

questions.

The

Session opened on the 4th of February.

The

1

Parliamentary History.

845.]

first

73

incident to be recorded, was the surprise occaby the secession of Mr. Gladstone from the

sioned

Ministry.

In his celebrated work on the relations

between the Church and the State, he had ad-

vanced opinions at variance with the course the
Government determined to take in dealing with the

endowment

of

Maynooth College and although he
;

no longer held those opinions, he feared that the
change might be attributed to interested motives, if
he remained

in

the

He

accordingly

same time

his regret at

Ministry.

resigned, expressing at the

A

and great respect for his colleagues.
of
feeling
regret was expressed in the House that

doing

so,

an over-sensitive scrupulousness should have deprived the Government and country of an able and
upright Minister. On the proposal for the endowment of Maynooth, Mr. Shield amused the House
f

by

regretting that the statesman should have been
and that Sir Robert Peel

sacrificed to the author,

should have reason to say,
should have written a book !"

The
the

1

"O

that

my

friend

'

was brought forward on
In a luminous and compre-

financial statement

5th February.
hensive speech, Sir Robert Peel detailed his plans
for the retention of the income tax and reduction

of the Export duties, his view being, that it was
advisable that the income-tax should be continued

upon the
of
the
and
commercial
country.
enterprise
industry
in order to repeal other taxes pressing
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The Budget showed

a surplus of three and a half
millions, and with this he proposed to make a great
experiment in taxation in the hope of giving new

scope to commercial enterprise and occasioning
He proposed,
an increased demand for labour.
first,

to reduce the sugar duties.

coal.

re-

export duties, including the duty
Next, as to raw materials used in manu-

duction of

on

Next the

all

factures, out of 813

such

articles,

he proposed to

remove the duties on 430, such as fibrous materials
and silk, hemp, flax, yarn, dye-stuffs, ores,
minerals, drugs of a noxious character, etc.

to

a

loss

Next

duty on cotton-wool, involving
of revenue of ;68o,ooo, and to relieve

abolish

glass of

all

the

excise duty, which

300 per cent on

much

its

was

then

over

manufacture, and amounted

duty on cotton-wool, and
would, moreover, enable the trade to compete with
to almost as

as the

the foreign manufacturers.

The Opposition

were mainly directed
income tax, but after
very long discussion, the Ministerial proposals were
criticisms

to the continuance of the

carried

by large majorities.
Next came a motion by Mr. Cobden on behalf of

Free Trade, and another by Mr. Miles for relief to
the agricultural interests, both of which were rejected.

Mr.

Villiers's

annual motion for a Committee on

the Corn Laws was this year lost by 264 to 122.
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financial changes of Sir Robert Peel had a
and inevitable tendency to Free Trade, and

consequently caused dissatisfaction in the ranks of
the extreme members of his party, among whom

were a few clever young men called the Young
England Party, prominent among whom was Mr.
Disraeli,

and

who had now gained

the ear of the House,

attacking the Government, declared,
the
cheers of the ultra-Protectionists, that
amongst
'
under existing circumstances a Conservative

who,

Government was an organized hypocrisy/
On the other hand, Lord John Russell formulated
the programme of the Whigs in a series of resolutions which he submitted to the House, and which

embraced the

abolition

of

all

protective duties,

especially that on corn, a revision of the law of
parochial settlement, a systematic plan of colonization,

and a further extension of religious and moral

education.

This combined with the agitation of the Anti-

Corn-Law League brought the question of the
Repeal of the Corn Laws to the front, and it thus
became the question of the day.

The
was

great Parliamentary conflict of the Session
by Sir Robert Peel for

in the Bill introduced

improving and increasing the grant to the College
of Maynooth, and no measure excited more stir
Meetand controversy in the public mind.
in
ings were held, and petitions were presented
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The Disgreat numbers against the measure.
senters in particular viewed it with abhorrence, as
fraught with danger to Protestant institutions. It
was, however, simply a matter of justice, and a
recognition of the principle of the impartial regard
by the State of all classes of religionists. The

scheme on the part of the Government was to
enable the College to hold real property to the
extent of ^3,000 a year, should persons be desirous
of leaving property to the College, to increase the
stipends of the president and professors, and to

make

provision for free students, etc., involving a
total annual outlay of ^26,360, besides a vote of

^"30,000 for putting the College into repair. The
measure was, however, regarded as a repudiation on

the part of the Conservative leaders of the claim of
the Protestants of Ireland to ascendency. The

second reading, after a

very long

debate,

was

carried

by 323 against 176.
Following on the Maynooth Improvement Bill,
Sir James Graham introduced the Government

Bill for

by

the

promoting academical education in Ireland,
establishment of new colleges without

religious

distinctions,

further in

adoption of an

equal policy as regards the different religious

com-

It was strongly opposed on
disconnection with religion, and a
protracted debate took place on the second reading,

munities in Ireland.

account of

its

which was twice adjourned.

It

however passed
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the third reading by a majority of 151, and was
carried without division in the House of Lords.

A

was passed

Bill

this Session for the relief of

persons of the Jewish persuasion from certain tests

which had previously been required from them
upon their election to the offices of Mayor, Aldermen and Common Councilmen, by the exclusion
from the words of the oath c on the true faith of a
Christian'

Lord Ashley's Bills for the regulation of juvenile
labour in calico print-works,, and for the better
care of lunatics in asylums, were adopted with some
modification by the Government, and were carried.

The

Session closed on the gth August.

It

had

been an unusually laborious one, by reason of the
rapid development of private enterprise in extending the railway communications of the kingdom,

more than two hundred schemes having been submitted to Parliament during the Session.
Until now the Government had steered a middle
course between the two extreme parties, alternately
receiving support from each, and

it had triumphed
Their general policy was acseemed that they would retain

in every division.

quiesced

in,

and

it

a long time, notwithstanding the vigour
with which they were assailed both by Free-Traders

office for

and Protectionists

;

but

*

L homine propose,

mais

le

Dieu dispose' The summer had been damp, cold
and rainy, and a bad harvest followed. And in
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Ireland the potato-rot, produced by the excessive
rainfall, caused a total failure of the crop on which

a large portion of the population depended for
their subsistence, and Ministers had before them
the prospect of a scarcity in England and famine
in Ireland.
In the face of all this, Peel's resolu-

Corn Laws gave way, and
secession from power was the consequence.
tion to maintain the

his

Conservatives even pressed for Free Trade. Thus,

Lord Ashley, who had been sent to Parliament to
defend the Corn Laws, published an address to
his

stating that in

constituents

Laws was

destiny of the Corn

After

many meetings

difference

and

final

of

agreed upon.
exception of

Cabinet

sent

All

the

of
Peel's

Corn

much

reduction

gradual

the

Laws was
with

colleagues,

the

Lord Stanley, concurred, and the
in

their

resignation.

tectionists, delighted to get

hypocrisy,' tried to

Stanley at

opinion the

of the Cabinet, and

opinion,

abolition

his

fixed.

their

Russell was then

rid of the

The

Pro-

'

organized

form a Government, with Lord
head, but failed. Lord John
but he was

unable

to form an administration, so that Peel

had no

sent

for,

option but to resume his former position. All his
colleagues retained their posts with the exception
of Lord Stanley, who was replaced by Mr. Gladstone,

who had been long

adopted by

the Cabinet

;

inclined to the policy

and the nation looked

1
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forward with intense anxiety to the opening of the
Session of 1846.

On

22nd November, Lord John Russell pub-

effect

'

Edinburgh Letter/ to the
that the imposition of any duty without a

lished his celebrated

provision for

its

extinction within a short period

would but prolong a

fruitless

struggle to

make

bread dear, as part of the additional price went to
increase rent, which would be deeply injurious to
the aristocracy/
On the 4th December, the Times announced
that the Cabinet had decided on a measure for the
repeal of the Corn Laws.

This statement, although
denied as an entire fabrication, caused the greatest
sensation

among

Peel's followers.

political parties, especially

among

1846.
Corn Laws.

Announcement by Sir Robert Peel of Change
Tender of his Resignation. Lord John

in his Opinions.

Mr.
Robert Peel's
Amendment. Free-Trade Attack.
Proposals. Tory
Government Majority. The Measuie passes both Houses.
Distress in
Budget. Reduction of National Debt
Russell unable to form a Cabinet.
Rage of Conservatives.

Disraeli.

Explanations.
Sir

Coercion Bill in Commons. Government DeResignation of Sir Robert Peel. His Eulogium on
Mr. Cobden. His Reception by the House and by the
Populace. Lord John Russell Premier
Sugar Duties.Crime in Ireland. Measure introduced. Flogging in the

Jrgiajad.
feat.

Army.

THE

Session was opened
the ipth January.

by the Queen in person
The Speech from the
not touch upon the vexed question of

on
Throne did
the Corn Laws.

On

Sir Robert Peel rose

the debate on the Address,
amid the mournful silence of

and the triumphant cheers of the
Opposition, and announced that his opinions in
reference to the Corn Laws had undergone an
entire change, that the force of events had brought
him to the conviction that the Protection he had
so long supported must speedily be relinquished.
his supporters

He

Si
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went

the fdmiliar arguments, and

through

stated that he and his colleagues had tendered
their resignations, but owing to Lord John Russell

being unable to form an administration, he was constrained by force of circumstances to propose the

The House was prepared for the avowal,
which was matter of notoriety but the rage and
indignation of his followers knew no bounds. He
was followed by Lord John Russell, who gave a
full explanation of the course he had pursued with
regard to the Ministerial crisis, and of his inability to
form a Cabinet Next came Mr. Disraeli already
remarkable for his wild exuberance of fancy and
change.

;

the wit and trenchant sarcasm with which his

speeches abounded, and standing out as the ablest
champion of the still largest party in the House

who made a

withering reply to Sir Robert Peel, to

which the change
laid

him open

;

had certainly
no doubt of the fact

in his opinions

for there is

that he had not taken his followers sufficiently
into his confidence.
His taciturn nature had pre-

vented his doing what he might otherwise have
done, and giving his supporters those explanations

which they might reasonably have expected.
The proposals which Sir Robert Peel submitted
to the

House

were, in effect, to apply the principles
of Free Trade to almost every article of produce

and manufacture so

the necessity of providing for the expenditure of the country would
far as

6
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allow, and, avoiding the hardships

which a too

sudden withdrawal of Protection would
cases

entail,

tection

till

withdrawn
to

;

in certain

he proposed a continuance of Pro1849, when it was to be altogether
and he also proposed certain measures

compensate

Law

[1846.

the

agriculturist,

eg.,

Highway

of Settlement, prosecution and support

Rate,
of Prisoners,

etc.

An amendment

by Mr. Miles, in opposition to
the measure on strict Tory lines, was defeated by
97 but on the 2nd March it had to undergo a
Free-Trade attack, proposed by Mr. Villiers, and
;

On the
directed against the three years' interval.
previous discussion the Government had defeated the
Protectionists

by the

assistance received

from the

Free-Traders. Now they had to fight the FrccTraders with the assistance of the Protectionists.

Lord John Russell and other Free-Traders, although
they would have preferred immediate repeal, saw
to support the Government, which triumphed
a
by majority of 187. The discussion of this great
measure in the House of Commons necessarily
fit

occupied its whole time, to the exclusion of other,
but less pressing, matters, and it ultimately passed

by a majority

of 98 votes.

Sir Robert PeePs great

mastery of every principle, as well as
of
the
detail,
measure, the temper and courtesy he
displayed under the most galling provocations, and
ability, his

the indifference to power

and

office,

which he
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maintained, raised him immeasurably in the eyes
of the country, and of the House of Commons.
The high character and the great influence of

Duke of Wellington in the House of Lords,
and the warm support he gave to the measure,

the

secured

its

passage through the Upper House, not-

withstanding strong and vehement opposition.
The Budget was introduced on the 29th May.

The feature

in it was, that the Government claimed to
have reduced the funded and unfunded debt of

the country, which in 1842 stood at .792,000,000,
to
785,000,000 in 1846, showing a reduction of

There was, however, but a small surand
plus,
consequently no remission of taxation.
The great distress in Ireland was again unfor7,000,000.

tunately attended with considerable increase of
crimes of violence, and the Government felt it
necessary to apply to Parliament for additional
powers of repression. The Bill introduced by Lord
St. Germans in
when it came

the

House of Lords passed but
House of Commons, was
;

to the

Some delay occurred before
second reading, upon which an excited debate
took place, violent attacks being made on the Prime
Minister, and on a division the Government were
strenuously opposed.
its

beaten by 292 against 219, or a majority of 73.
Peel, who had suffered in health from the great
labours he had undergone, heartily tired of the
strife and the invectives heaped upon him by

62
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Mr. Disraeli and others, gladly accepted the situaSir
tion, and the Ministry thereupon resigned.

Robert

Peel, in

Commons, and
a great
Cobden,

announcing

this

in the

House of

his abdication of the Leadership of

a high eulogium on Mr.
stating that whatever merit might attach
to the measure did not belong to him, but to the
party, passed

man whose

pure motives, indefatigable energy, un-

pretending and unadorned eloquence, had forced all
to listen to him the name of RICHARD COBDEN
'

*

and concluded

in the following

'In quitting power

I

memorable words

shall leave behind a

:

name

by many men, who, without any personal interest, but only with a view to
the public good, will bitterly deplore the rupture of
severely blamed,

party

ties,

I fear,

from a belief that

fidelity

to

party

engagements and the maintenance of great parties
are powerful and essential means of government
;

that I shall also be blamed

personal interest,

by others, who, without
adhere to the principle of Pro-

which they regard as necessary to the
prosperity of the country; that I shall leave a
tection,

name

monopolists, who, from less
honourable motives, claim a protection by which
detested by

all

they largely profit but I shall, perhaps, leave a
name which will sometimes be pronounced with
:

expressions of goodwill by those whose lot in this

world

is

to labour,

who

in the

eat their daily bread, and

sweat of their brow

who may remember me
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when they renew

their strength by food at once
abundant and untaxed, and which will be the
better relished because no longer embittered by

any feeling of injustice.'
He resumed his seat amidst the loudest applause
from all sides of the House, which was again and
It

again repeated.

was

was a long time before the
recovered

to

listen

any other speaker. When at length
restored, Lord Palmerston and Mr.

silence

assembly
to

had

stood

successively

and

sufficiently

up to express
which they felt,

the

Hume
esteem

common
The
present

admiration

in

with the great majority of those
House adjourned to the 3rd of July. When Sir
R. Peel left Westminster Hall, leaning on the arm
of

Sir

G. Clerk,

multitude

filled

bared, the crowd

companied him

Member
the

for Stamford,

streets.

made way

for

a vast

Every head was
him, and many ac-

in respectful silence to the

door of

his house.

There wete

at that

moment two men who

occu-

pied a higher place in the esteem and affection of
countrymen than had ever been accorded to

their

These two men
any statesman before them.
were Robert Peel and Richard Cobden. If anything could increase the feeling of respect with
which the former of these two great men was
regarded, it was the announcement that he had
refused for

himself and his family any

title

or
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other public acknowledgment of his great services.

The
fided

formation of a

Lord

to

J.

new

administration was con-

Russell,

who became Prime

Minister, with Lord Palmerston as Foreign Minister

and

George Grey as

Sir

Home

reassembled on

Parliament

Secretary.

The

i6th July.

question Ministers had to handle was that
of the sugar duties, which had only been provisionally dealt with by the late Government, and
first

which would expire on 5th September.

was introduced providing

A

Bill

for the continuation

of

the differential duties until 1851, when they were
to cease altogether, and to compensate the West

some degree by free labour
Leone, for the loss they would incur.

Indian planters in

from Sierra

The measure

received Sir Robert Peel's support,
and was passed by a majority of 130.

Meanwhile, distress and crime were increasing in
Ireland, and Ministers actually re-introduced the
of the late Government which they had opposed, and upon the failure of which they came
Bill

into office.

the

Bill

on

Owing
all

to considerable opposition to

sides, -more

especially

amongst the

supporters of the Government, it was withdrawn.
debate took place in the House of Commons

A

on the subject of flogging in the Army, and the
Commander-in -Chief issued an order limiting the
sentence

of courts-martial to

fifty

lashes

;

but a
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subsequent motion by Dr. Bowring in favour of
total abolition was rejected by a large majority.

87
its

Parliament was prorogued on 28th August, and
thus terminated a Session the results of which

were almost unparalleled in importance, and the
proceedings of which may be summed up in the

words

'

Free Trade.'

1

847.

Sir Robert Peel an Independent Member. Leadership of
the Party.-j-Starvation and Disease in Ireland. Measures

Suspension of Corn and Navigation Laws.
Factory Act. Public Education,
Grant in Aid of. Dissolution of Parliament. General

of Relief.
Budget.

Fielden's

Autumn Session. Commercial Distress. Bill
Election.
for Repression of Crime (Ireland).-^Support by Sir Robert
Baron Rothschild. Death of O'Connell.
Peel.

THE

1847 opened on the igth of
Sir Robert Peel appeared as an indepen-

Session of

January.
dent Member, giving a general support to Ministers
-and on the left of the Speaker sat the new Oppo-

;

under the leadership of Lord George Bentinck and his able lieutenant, Mr. Disraeli,
sition

The most harrowing
districts,

and

details

and

Ireland of starvation

were received from

disease, ravaging
all

whole

the efforts of

defying
the responsibility thereby cast
upon Ministers of proposing measures of relief
utterly

local authorities

;

was assumed by them with a courage worthy of
their station ; and accordingly, on 2gth
January,
Lord John Russell introduced into the House
of

Commons

the

proposed

measure.

After

1
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what had been done there during the recess,
pursuance of an Act of last Session, he indicated
the further measures proposed, which were the

stating
in

:

expenditure of large sums in giving employment
a Poor Law similar to that in England, and

power
panies

to
;

make advances

to Irish

and the necessary

Bills

Railway Comto effect these

objects speedily passed both Houses.
The expenditure thus entailed upon the nation

amounted

no

to

less a

sum than

ten millions, eight

of which, as will afterwards be seen, were to be
raised

by

A

Bill

loan.

by Lord John
the suspension of the Corn and Navi-

was next brought

Russell for

in

gation Laws, with a view to the alleviation of the
existing scarcity, by giving the utmost facility to

the importation

of

food from abroad, and was

passed by both Houses with great rapidity.
The Budget was introduced on the 22nd Feb-

ruary there was to be no increase of taxation,
and the Chancellor of the Exchequer laid before
;

the

House

millions

his

plans for raising

towards meeting the

by loan

great

eight

outlay

in

Ireland.

The

principal

legislative

enactment

of

the

Session was an Act introduced by Mr. Fielden >
as Fielden's Factory Act, to limit the

and known

labour of young persons in factories.
that the actual

It

enacted

work per day of persons between
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the ages of thirteen and eighteen should be ten
hours for five days in the week and eight hours on
Saturdays, and that the Act should apply to females

above eighteen. It was strongly opposed in both
Houses, but the Government supporting it, the

Act

eventually passed.

The

was brought
prominently before Parliament on minutes emanating from the Educational Committee of the Privy
subject of Public Education

Council. The alterations proposed were to extend
the system of inspection, so that every school
to raise the
should be inspected once a year
standard of schoolmasters and schoolmistresses,
:

;

with liberty for them to select from promising
pupils, apprentices who should be trained to take
charge of schools as pupil-teachers and to improve
the condition of workhouse schools. The Govern;

ment had come

to terms with the

Wesleyan body

for the inspection of their schools, but the exclusion

Roman

of the
until

Catholic schools had to be continued

upon it could be
The grant asked for was ^100,000

the difficulties attendant

removed.

;

much discussion

ensued, but eventually the Government proposals were adopted.
Bill
was passed for the creation of the

A

Bishopric of Manchester.
Parliament was dissolved on the 23rd July, and a
general election ensued.

The

elections passed off very quietly, there being

1
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no great question on which an appeal to the people
could be based, owing to the adoption of Free
Trade.

The remnant

of the Conservative party
ranged themselves under the leadership of Lord

Lord George Bentinck, and Mr. Disraeli.
They had nothing to offer the public beyond
vague and general attachment to ancient institutions, and as a natural consequence the Government gained at the elections.
Parliament reassembled on i8th November.
Mr. Shaw-Lefevre was unanimously re-elected
Stanley,

Speaker.

The commercial

distress,

which was the main

autumn Session, was the first subject
a Committee of both Houses was
and
discussed,
object of the

appointed to consider the matter.
Bill for the Repression of Crime in Ireland

A

next followed

;

little more than a year had
Government had obtained office

though

elapsed since the

by opposing the Arms

Bill

of their predecessors,

they were now compelled to ask

for

powers as

great or greater than those they had previously
refused.
Sir Robert Peel, casting aside all perand
sonal considerations, supported the measure
;

on a suggestion that some reparation was due to

him

for being turned

out of

office,

generously

replied that the best reparation which could be
made to the last Government, would be to assist

the present Government in passing this law.
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Baron Rothschild having been returned as one
of the Members for the City of London, as also
the Premier Lord John Russell, the latter inttoduced a measure to abolish the

Civil Disabilities

of the Jews in the same way as provided for the
Roman Catholics but though passed in the House
of Commons by a considerable majority, it was
;

by the House of Lords.
The special business for which Parliament was
summoned having been transacted, both Houses
were adjourned on the 20th of December until the
rejected

3rd of February,

Daniel O'Connell died at Genoa, on his
Rome, in the autumn of this year.

way

to

1848.
West Indian

Vote for Immigration of Free
Budget. Income Tax
Mr Smith O'Brien. Incumbered
State of Ireland.
Estates (Ireland) Act. Public Health Act. Commissioners
of Sewers. Removal of Nuisances Act. Jewish DisaThe French Revolution. Chaitist Agitation.
bilities.
Huge Petition to Parliament. Influence of Free Trade.
New Poor Law. Death of Lord George Bentinck. Mr.
Labourers

Colonies.

National Defences.

Disraeli succeeds

him

in Leadership of Party.

THE

two Houses resumed business on the 3rd of
The first measure which occupied
February.
the attention of Parliament was the condition
of

our

West Indian sugar-producing

colonies,

which great distress prevailed. A Select
Committee was appointed to inquire into the
matter, and ;i 70,000 was voted on the motion of
in

the Chancellor of the Exchequer, to promote the
immigration of free labourers into British Guiana
It appeared, however, that the
and Trinidad.
money had already been spent on the authority of

the Colonial Minister.

Bad accounts continuing

to arrive from the colonies, it became evident that
some measure of relief must be proposed to save
them from insolvency and ruin, and accordingly

Lord John Russell proposed

to grant a loan of a
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the security of the
colonial revenues, to meet the expense of immigration ; and he also proposed to lower the sugar
further

sum of ,500,000 upon

duties

and the

differential

proposals of the

The

duty on rum.

Government gave

rise

to very

long discussions, but being supported by Sir
Robert Peel, they passed both Houses.
Finance occupied an important part in the
debates

of

this

Session.

much

national defences was

and

The

state

of

our

discussed at the time,

quarters they were thought to be
The
totally inadequate in case of an invasion.
over
two
a
of
showed
millions,
deficiency
Budget
in

many

was proposed to raise by adding 5 per
income tax, and continuing it for
another three years. Great agitation was caused

which
cent,

it

to the

both in the House and

the country by this proposal, and the resolution for increasing the tax was
abandoned. Numerous discussions arose upon the
subject; Mr,
for

in

Hume moved

that the tax be continued
lost.

At

The motion was

lost,

one year, but his motion was

length
the Chancellor of the Exchequer proposed to raise
the deficiency by a loan. It was strongly objected
to raise a loan in times of peace, and Mr. Hume

moved
late in

to this effect.

the Session as

proposals

and so

the

25th of August the
of the Chancellor of the
Exchequer

were sanctioned.

The

state

of

Ireland

compelled Ministers to

1
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introduce a Bill for the Suspension of the Habeas

Corpus Act, which was speedily passed. Since
O'Connell's death the Irish party had been led by
Mr. Smith O'Brien with more violence, but with
and the entire separation of the two

less ability,

countries and

The

civil

war were avowedly advocated.
was held down

country, as a matter of course,

very tightly, and O'Brien, McManus, O'Donoghuc,
and Meagher, the leaders of the malcontents,
though sentenced to death, were banished for life,
and so rendered incapable of further mischief.

An

important Act was passed this Session,
uhich conferred a great benefit upon Ireland
4

The Incumbered

Estates (Ireland) Act.' Many
estates were so loaded with mortgages and other

charges that the owners, whilst receiving little or
nothing from them, had not the means of improving them and this Act, by facilitating the sales of
;

these properties, transferred them to persons
were able to spend money on improvements.

who

Three very important Acts, which created very
little stir in their

passage through Parliament, but

which have proved of very great benefit to the
public, were passed this Session:
I.

The

Public Health Act, founded

on the

recommendations of Mr. Edwin Chadwick and Dr. Southwood Smith, under
which a General Board of Health was
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consisting of Lord Carlisle,

established,

Lord Ashley, Mr. E. Chad wick, and Dr.
view to inquiry as to

S. Smith, with a

sewerage, drainage, water-supply, etc.,
of towns and parishes, with power to

*

II.

apply a remedy where deficient.
The Commissioners of Sewers Act, providing
for the construction

a proper

and maintenance of
sewerage and im-

of

system
proved drainage of the metropolis.
III.

An Act

speedy Removal of certain
and for the Prevention of

for the

Nuisances,

Contagious and Epidemic Diseases.

These Acts, which were supplemented by the
Metropolitan Interment Act of 1850, and the

Act

1852 to the whole
kingdom, have been followed by a host of sanitary
Acts, containing very valuable provisions, with a
application

of

that

in

view to the health and comfort of the people,

and are amongst the greatest boons Parliament
has conferred.

The Jewish

Disabilities

Removal

passed the House of

Commons

was again

the

rejected

by

House

Bill

this Session

again
but
;

of Lords.

The

Session was closed on the 3rd of September.
Mr. Disraeli, shortly before, reviewed the events of

the Session in an animated and humorous speech,
in which he satirized the failures and disappoint-
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merits of the

Government

;

and Lord John Russell

parried the attack with great dexterity.
Two great events make this year memorable in
ist. The French Revolution which swept
Louis Philippe from his throne, and gave a shock to
every throne in Europe, and spread consternation

history

:

and wide and 2nd. The Chartist agitation,
which had for its objects the adoption of universal
suffrage, vote by ballot, and shortening the durafar

;

tion

of

Parliaments

;

the

movement, aided by

the French Revolution, culminated in a great meeting at Kennington Common on the 6th April this

under O'Connor, O'Brien, Vincent, and other
leaders; great military preparations were made,
year,

and although the meeting was permitted, any
procession was forbidden the meeting, however,
was not so large as was expected, and all passed
off quietly
a petition was adopted and presented
;

;

to Parliament, said to contain over five millions of
signatures, but on a careful examination

orders of the

contain

House of Commons,

it

by the

was found to

than two millions, many of them
and numbers of them in the same hand-

less

fictitious,

the failure of the meeting and the conthe revelations regarding the signatures
which
tempt
to the petition brought upon the cause soon caused
writing

;

and discontent and recrimination ensued amongst its leaders and followers.
It is noticeable, however, that the three main
its

collapse,

7
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points in the Charter before mentioned were in
effect proposed to the House of Commons this

Hume, but

Session by Mr.

after considerable dis-

by a very large majority.
effects
which followed the adoption
The beneficial

cussion were rejected

of Free Trade, combined with the operation of the
new Poor Law, tended much to the alleviation of

the existing distress, and relaxed the sinews of
war and the movement, the result of many years'
;

agitation, died out.

In

the

autumn of

this year Lord
George
His death was a great loss to his

Bentinck died.
political friends

of more shining

;

although

among them were men

ability, yet his great Parliamentary

experience and his aristocratic connections gave
position which would not readily have been

him a

accorded to any other leader. Only a few days
before his death, he showed his superiority to party
by acknowledging the conduct of Lord John Russell
'

with regard to Ireland, saying that the brightest
page in the history of the present Government is
that which records the firmness and determination

with which

it

put

down

rebellion, maintained peace,

and brought criminals to justice in Ireland.'
It seemed doubtful for some time whether his
position as Leader of the Conservative party in the
House of Commons would be assigned to the
Marquis of Granby or to Mr. Disraeli, who was without doubt the most able man of the two, and had been
the trusted associate and coadjutor of the deceased.

1
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Amendment

to Address.
Resolutions to accelerate Public
Business. Repeal qf Navigation Laws. Policy of Conservative Party.
Local Taxation. State of Ireland.
Measures of Relief. Foreign and Colonial Affairs.
Budget. Parliamentary Reform. International Arbitration.
Admission of Jews to Parliament. Marriage with
Deceased Wife's Sister. Motion attacking Free Trade

rejected

THE

by

large Majority.

Session was opened by the Queen in person,
ist.
In the House of Peers, Lord

on February

Stanley moved an amendment to the Address,
expressing the dissatisfaction of the House with
the state of foreign relations, and alluding to the
depression of agriculture. It was opposed by the

Marquis of Westminster, and lost by 52 votes
similar motion by Mr. Disraeli in
against 50*
the House of Commons was also defeated.
Lord John Russell brought forward a series of
resolutions with a view to accelerate public business, founded on a report of the Select Committee

A

appointed
to devise

last Session to inquire into the

some improvements

matter and

in

Parliamentary procedure, the necessity for which was to be found in the

72
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obstruction and delays which too frequently arose
in the progress of legislation.
As their object was

merely to abridge and simplify the technical rules
of Parliamentary practice, they need not be detailed
After

here.

some verbal

they were
Mr. Milner Gib-

criticism,

adopted by general concurrence.
son then moved to limit speeches (with certain
exceptions) to the hour, which was negatived.

The

measure proposed was the
Repeal of the Navigation Laws, to remove the
restrictions which prevented the free carriage of
first legislative

goods by sea to and from the United Kingdom
and its possessions, and to amend the laws relating
to the coasting trade of the kingdom.

strongly opposed

in the

Commons by

It

was

Mr. Disraeli

but the second reading was
In the Lords the second
carried by 266 to 210.
reading was carried by a majority of 10 only, and

and the

Protectionists,

was again opposed but on
the division the adverse Peers walked out of the
House without voting, and the Bill passed, a great
on the

third reading

it

;

triumph being thereby obtained of the principles
of Free Trade.
Mr. Disraeli, having

now become

the Leader of

the Conservative party in the House of Commons,
was forced to declare his policy, which he did in

Without venturing to propose a return
to Protection (although he had frequently stated
Free Trade measures to be failures), he declared that
this

way.

1
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the owners of real property were unduly charged
with the burdens of local taxation, and conceived
the idea of alleviating their difficulties by throwing
a portion of the rates then assessed upon their property into the general taxation of the country and
he moved a resolution to that effect, which was
;

negatived by 280 to 189.
The distracted state of Ireland, and the distress

from the renewed

effects of

the potato blight demanded a large share of the attention of Parliament The Bill for the Suspension of the Habeas

A

grant of
Corpus Act had to be renewed.
the
aid
of
distressed
in
Unions, proposed
^50,000
by the Chancellor of the Exchequer, was voted.

A

of the Irish Poor Laws,
limiting the amount of rates to be levied on
land, and a Rate in Aid Bill were brought in by
Bill for the alteration

Lord John Russell and passed
,100,000,

in anticipation

;

an advance of

of the rate in

aid,

was

proposed and carried and an Encumbered Estates
Bill, to relieve the extreme embarrassments of the
;

Irish landowners,

and a

Bill for allowing

advances

of public money for drainage and other improve-

ments and

for the

were brought

in

and

encouragement of emigration,
carried. Foreign and Colonial

occupied a considerable place this Session
the war in Hungary, French intervention in the

affairs

affairs of

Rome,

as to

Canada, on the alarming

intelligence received from Montreal of insurrection

IO2
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and the destruction of the Parliament House by
the populace. The policy of this country in all
these matters was very ably expounded and defended by Lord Palmerston.

The

financial

on June

29th.

statement of the year was made
The estimates showed a probable

surplus of a small amount, and small reductions
were made in several departments of expenditure.

The

of Parliamentary Reform was
forward
by Mr. Hume, who introduced
brought
a Bill for household suffrage, ballot, triennial
subject

more equal proportion of
population, but it was rejected

Parliaments, and for a
representatives to

by 268

to 82.

Mr. Cobden

motion

for

brought

forward

his

celebrated

international

disputes by
by war, which was respectfully opposed by Lord Palmerston moving the
previous question, which was carried by a majority
adjusting

arbitration instead of

of 57-

A Bill for

the admission of the Jews to Parlia-

ment was again passed in the House of Commons,,
where Mr. F. Peel, the present Speaker, made his
maiden speech in favour of it; but it was again
rejected by the House of Lords.
Marriage with a deceased wife's sister was for
the first time brought before the House of Com-

mons

this

Session.

A

Bill

to

legalize

such

1
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marriages was brought in by Mr. Stuart Wortley,
but it had to be withdrawn, notwithstanding it

had passed the second reading by a majority
of 34-

A

motion by Mr.
Trade and financial

Disraeli, attacking the

measures

ment, and intended as a

of

the

Free

Govern-

final trial of strength of

the party, was, after long debate, rejected by the
In its terms the motion
large majority of 140.
*

was,

That

this

House views with deep concern the

state of the nation/ etc, etc.

A

witty

member

'

That the nation views with
thus paraphrased it
the
of the House/
state
concern
deep
:

Parliament was prorogued on the

ist

of

August

1850.
Poor- Law Burdens

on Land.

granting Constitutions to

The

Colonial Affairs. Bill for
Colonies.
Foreign Affairs.

Irish Affairs.

Piraeus.

Irish

Parliamentary Fran-

chise Bill. Budget. Rev. Mr. Gorham and the Baptismal Controversy. Marriage with Deceased Wife's Sister.
Death of Sir Robert Peel. Case of Baron Rothschild.

Papal Aggression.
thereupon.

Cardinal Wiseman.

Excitement

THE

opening of the year 1850 was marked by an
improvement of trade and revenue and diminution
of pauperism but there was at the same time a
;

continued depression in the agricultural interest,
arising from reduced prices occasioned by unfettered imports, which alone furnished an exception
to the general well-being.

Parliament was opened by Commission on 3ist
January. On the I9th February Mr. Disraeli

moved

Committee of the whole House to
Poor-Law burdens on
the land. After a protracted debate the motion
was negatived by 21 votes, which was regarded
by the Protectionists somewhat in the light of
for a

consider a revision of the

a triumph.
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Colonial affairs occupied a considerable portion
of the time of the Session, It was felt by persons
competent to judge, that the vast communities

which England had planted

in distant regions of

the world could neither attain their

full

develop-

ment nor be held in permanent attachment to the
Mother Country without a larger measure of selfgovernment being afforded to them, combined
with a more complete representative system.
Bill embodying these views applicable to the

A

was introduced by
an able and comprehensive

British Australian Settlements

Lord John Russell

in

speech, and, after

much

discussion, passed both

Houses.
Foreign

affairs

cropped up.

In the House of

Lords, Lord Stanley gave notice of an adverse
motion relative to the affairs of Greece and the

measures adopted by Admiral Parker in the Piraeus.
The resolution was carried against the Government

by a majority of 37.
In the House of Commons, Lord John Russell
was questioned respecting the position of Ministers.
Viewing the question in its constitutional light,
he declined to be dictated to or to surrender the
reins of Government in consequence of an adverse
Mr. Roebuck,
vote of the House of Lords.

coming

in this instance to the relief of Ministers,

moved a

resolution directly the contrary to that of

Lord Stanley, which, after much debate, was

carried

io6
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by a majority of 46
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in favour
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of the Govern-

In this debate Sir Robert Peel

his last speech in

made

Parliament

came on for their full share of
The measures of the Government respect-

Irish affairs again

attention.

ing Irish distress and the proposed method of
dealing with the distressed Unions and repayments

of advances were well received, and soon passed.
The Irish Parliamentary Franchise Bill was

brought

the question of the
and passed
of the franchise was settled by com-

in

standard

promise at

;

12.

Lord John Russell moved and obtained leave to
bring in a Bill to abolish the office of Lord Lieubut although the second reading
was carried by a large majority, the measure was

tenant of Ireland

placed on one

;

side.

The Budget was introduced March
condition of the revenue

13.

\vas favourable

;

The
there

was a surplus of one and a half millions one half
of which was applied to the reduction of the
debt, which in the last twenty years had increased
by twenty-seven millions, and the other half in
;

the reduction of the stamp duties, and the repeal
of the duty on bricks, with a view to increase the

comforts of the labouring classes by improving;
their dwellings and to facilitate agricultural im-

provements.

Motions were brought forward on a

variety of subjects relating to finance, and also in
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favour of economy and retrenchment, but only to

be negatived.
In consequence of a decision

of

the

Privy
Council upon the baptismal controversy on the
appeal of the Rev. Mr. Gorham against the Bishop
of Exeter, which gave great offence to the High

Church

party,

and from the circumstance that

vital

questions of doctrine might be decided by persons
not even professing to be members of the Church
of England, the Bishop of London introduced
in the House of Lords a Bill for the Establishment
of a

new Tribunal

for Ecclesiastical Appeals.

The

proposal was to substitute a Court of Bishops in
the place of the Judicial Committee of the Privy
Council, but being opposed by the Government,
was thrown out on the second reading.
A Commission was issued to inquire into the
state of

the Universities of Oxford, Cambridge,

and Dublin, at the instance of Mr. Heywood
Government not opposing it.
Mr. Stuart

>

the

Wortley's

Bill

for

Legalizing

Marriage with a

Deceased Wife's Sister again passed a second reading in the
58,

House of Commons by

a majority of

but was withdrawn in the House of Lords

at the

end of the Session.

A motion by Lord

Ashley to diminish Sunday
labour in the Post Office succeeded, and the alteration

was

and

dissatisfaction caused

carried into effect

;

but the inconvenience

was such that

in a

few

io8
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weeks the resolution and the order of the Postmaster-General under

it

were rescinded.

On

the 2nd July this year occurred the death of
Sir Robert Peel, which was occasioned by a fall

from

his horse

on Constitution

Universal

Hill.

regret was expressed at the loss of so distinguished
and sagacious a statesman. On the House of

Commons meeting the following day, Mr. Hume,
who had been a Member almost as long as Sir
Robert, and in the eventful struggles of those days
had been his political opponent, in feeling terms

moved

the adjournment of the House.

stone and other

Members

Mr. Glad-

in

eloquent speeches
concurred, and the motion was carried nem. con.

In the House of Lords also suitable encomiums

were passed. Lord John Russell,
House of Commons, referred to the great
loss the country had sustained, and offered the
sanction of the Crown to a public funeral, which
was respectfully declined by the family, in deference

on

his character

in the

to the expressed wish of the deceased.
position

to

erect

a

monument

in

A

pro-

Westminster

Abbey to his memory was carried nem. con. The
old Duke of Cambridge also died this year, and an
annuity of

12,000 a year

was granted to

his

successor.

The

case of Baron Rothschild and the question
of the admission of the Jews to Parliament came

before the

House of Commons again

this Session.
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The Baron came

to the table of the

109

House

to take

the oath, desiring to be sworn on the Old Testament. This was opposed, and the Baron withdrew.

A

resolution

was proposed against

form of the oath.

ment

Mr.

altering the

Hume moved

an amend-

to allow the Baron to be sworn on the

Old

Testament, which was carried by a majority of 54,
the former resolution being negatived. Next day

on the oaths being so administered to him, the
Baron omitted the words On the true faith of a
Christian/ and he was thereupon ordered to with'

draw.
after

A

new

much

was moved

writ for the City

discussion two resolutions

for,

but

moved by the

Attorney- General were carried.
I.

Denying the

right of the

Baron

to sit with-

out taking the oaths in the prescribed
form.
II.

Pledging the House to a measure for the
relief of the

Jews

at the

commencement

of the next Session.

was prorogued by the Queen in
the
i8th
of August.
on
person
In the autumn of this year an event occurred
Parliament

which produced great excitement from one end of
the

kingdom

the arrival of a Papal
constituting an Episcopal Hier-

to the other

Rome

Bull from

archy in England and Wales
Apostolic

;

in

place of Vicars
England into

in other words, dividing

no
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dioceses which were to be governed

by Bishops
named after English towns, and appointing Cardinal
Wiseman first Archbishop of Westminster, which
was followed by a pastoral of the Cardinal, the
style and tenour of which greatly increased the
feeling of resentment.

ment

In the midst of the excite-

there appeared in the public papers a letter

from the Prime Minister to the Bishop of Durham,
expressing his indignation and protesting against

The clergy met and addressed
their bishops.
The laity were not idle in fact,
all classes participated in the common impulse.
Meetings without number were called and the
the proceedings.

;

proceedings

Wiseman

universally

condemned.

addressed a mollifying

Cardinal

letter

to the

people of England, affirming that the step was
taken at the instance of English Roman Catholics
for the

purpose of

aggressively.

Church

discipline,

and not

i85iAgricultural Distress. The County
with.
Dissatisfaction.
received
Resignation of Ministers. Ministers retain their Places.
Ecclesiastical Titles Bill. Vote by Ballot.
Marriage
with Deceased Wife's Sister.
Admission of Jews to
New House of
Parliament.
Debate and Division.

Territorial Titles Bill.

Franchise.

Commons.
Nations in

Budget

Great Exhibition of the Industry of All

Hyde

Park..

AT the opening of this Session

the subject of Papal

Aggression was the all-absorbing topic, as also the
measures likely to be adopted to counteract it
Parliament met on 4th February, and on the 1 2th
Lord John Russell brought in a measure to maintain the rights of the Crown in this matter, and
prohibiting the assumption of territorial titles by
Roman Catholics, which was read a first time in

House of Commons by a very large majority.
Next came a motion by Mr. Disraeli in favour

the

of

relief

defeated

for

agricultural

distress,

a majority of 14 only.

by
by Mr. Locke-King

which

On

was

a motion

to assimilate the county to
the borough franchise, Government were beaten
few days afterwards the
by a majority of 48.

A
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;

was proposed to apply 1,000,000
reduction of debt, and out of the surplus

practically

to

continue the

it

repeal

income

the
tax.

window duty, and to
The proposals were

received with great dissatisfaction, and Ministers,
feeling that they no longer commanded the confidence of the House, determined to resign.

Stanley was sent

for,

but he found

it

Lord

impossible to

form a Protectionist Ministry ; and Lord Aberdeen
declining to assist Lord John Russell, owing to his
action against the Catholics, the Queen requested
Ministers to retain their offices, which they accord-

ingly did.

The

Ecclesiastical Titles Bill

was again

brought forward, but shorn of its most important
A
provisions, and was carried by a large majority.

new Budget was brought in, the leading features in
which were the continuation of the income tax
and the introduction of a fixed house duty
the

place of

the

window

tax.

Berkeley's motion in favour of vote
carried against Ministers

by

Mr.

by

in

Grantley
ballot

was

87 votes to 50, but

it

led to no further result.

The
Wife's

Legalize Marriage with a Deceased
Sister was this year introduced in the

Bill to

House of Lords, and was lost.
Lord John Russell again brought

in a Bill for

the Admission of Jews to Parliament, and the
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second reading was carried by 25 but In the
House of Lords the Bill was lost on a division by
;

The matter, however, did not end here.
Alderman Salomons, a member of the Jewish
community, who had lately been elected Member
144 to 108.

of Parliament for Greenwich, determined to take

he repeated the Oath of Abjuration at
the table of the House, but omitted the words,
On the true faith of a Christian? Being directed
by the Speaker to withdraw, he at first took his

his seat

:

*

seat in the House, but afterwards retired below the

A

discussion ensued, which was postponed
to a future day. Meantime Mr. Salomons again

Bar.

entered the House, and seated himself on the
Ministerial side.

A stormy discussion ensued, and

three divisions were taken

;

on two of which Mr.

Salomons himself voted. Mr. Bethell (afterwards
Lord Westbury) expressed his opinion in favour of
Mr. Salomons' competency to sit upon taking the
Sir F. Thesiger expressed a
oath, as he had done.
Mr.
Salomons was called upon,
contrary opinion.
and delivered a short speech. The House then

by 25 1 votes against 81 that Mr. Salomons
He refused to do so unless
The Sergeant - at - Arms was then
compelled.
directed to remove him, and he retired. Next day
Lord John Russell moved a resolution denying
the right of Mr. Salomons to sit until he had taken
the usual oath. The question was debated at conaffirmed

should withdraw.

8
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siderable length,

and

divisions, the

Some

useful

and, after several

[1851.

amendments

motion was carried by 183 to 63.
measures of land reform were

carried this Session, and also a Bill for the removal

of Smithfield Market
Parliament was prorogued on the 8th of August
by the Queen in person. The occasion was sig-

by the circumstance that the Members of
the House of Commons for the first time occupied
their new chamber, which, after many experimental
sittings and alterations, had been made ready for
nalized

their reception, and proceeded thence to the presence

of their Sovereign.

The

Session was almost a barren one

;

the fact

being that the attention of the country was drawn

from

political questions

the

Great

Exhibition

by the

interest excited

of the

by

Industry of All
in
which
had
been fostered
Nations,
Hyde Park,
and inaugurated by Prince Albert.

1

852.

Lord Palmerston's Dismissal as Foreign Minister. Defence
against Invasion. Defeat of Government. Lord John
Russell resigns. Acceptance of Office by Lord Derby.
His Cabinet. His Policy. Motion to appropriate Vacant
Seats.
Defeat of Government. Budget. Law Reform.
Dissolution of Parliament. General Election. Death
of Duke of Wellington. Commercial and Fiscal Policy.
Free Trade, Resolution in favour of.
Difficulties of
Ministers. Amended Resolution accepted by Ministers.
Final Settlement of the Question. Mr. Sidney Herbert's
Reflections on Ministers. Mr. Disraeli's Financial Proposals opposed by Mr. Gladstone. Defeat of Government Resignation of Ministers. Lord Aberdeen's Coalition

Government.

PARLIAMENT was opened by the Queen in person on
the 3rd of February. Interest was at the commencement centred in the dismissal of Lord Palmerston
from

made

the office of Foreign Minister, for having
statements to the French Ambassador with-

out previous consultation with the Cabinet.

Long

and explanations followed.
Lord John Russell gave notice of his intention

'discussions

to introduce a

saw

Reform

Bill,

which, however, never

light.

Fearing that Napoleon

would

endeavour

82

to

u6
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by

fostering the
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war

feeling

against England, to avenge Waterloo, Ministers
determined to strengthen the defences of the
country, and Lord John Russell accordingly proposed a scheme for raising a body of men on the

Lord Palmerston ex-

footing of a local Militia.

pressed his preference for the regular Militia,

moved to omit the word
John strongly opposed

amendment was

*

local]'

this

;

from the

and

Lord

Bill.

but on a division the

Government by
Lord John thereupon threw up

carried against

135 to 126 votes.

the measure, and stated that he regarded the
House as a vote of withdrawal of

decision of the

confidence; and, in answer to Sir Benjamin Hall,
stated his intention to

On

abandon the

reins of office.

the resignation of the Cabinet, Lord Stanley,
Earl of Derby, was sent for

who had now become
by her Majesty

to

form an Administration

;

and

now

occurred one of the most important situations
presented in recent political history. All the best

men

of Sir Robert Peel's Cabinet, indeed

all

the

leading members of

hung together

;

it, except Lord Stanley, had
Mr. Disraeli had become the Leader

of the Tory party in the House of Commons, and
as such still advocated Protection. Lord Derby

had

therefore to choose

between Disraeli and the

Peelites, and feeling he could not possibly abandon
his old party, he was forced to accept Mr. Disraeli,

and thus

to

form a Cabinet with scarce a single

1
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member

in

it

who had

previously held office. Mr.
Chancellor of the Exchequer ;

became
Lord Malmsbury Foreign Secretary

Disraeli

Q.C., a barrister

Home

;

practising in the

Secretary; and

Sir

Mr. Walpole,
Rolls

that time a lawyer of great
Sir Robert PeePs last Administration

Lord Chancellor of

Ireland,

Court,

Edward Sugden,
renown, and who

at
in

had been

became Lord Chan-

cellor.

Both Houses reassembled on March

I2th.

The

Leaders in each stated their principles, which, though
they had not much opportunity of carrying them
into effect, are nevertheless interesting to record.

They

were, with regard to foreign affairs, non-interAs to defences, the maintenance of the

vention.

organization of the
there was vagueness. They
would not take up the franchise question, nor would
they return to Protection unless a majority of that

present forces, aided
Militia.

by the

As to finances,

opinion were returned to the House of Commons.
They would uphold the Established Church, and

extend

religious education,

passed.

On

based on the study of

A Militia Bill was

the Scriptures.

a motion

by Mr.

in

and

Disraeli for

the

brought

appropriation of the four seats vacant

franchisement of Sudbury and
were defeated by 234 to 148.

On

the soth

May

St.

by

the dis-

Albans, Ministers

Mr. Disraeli introduced his

Budget, and pleading that he had not had time to

uS
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fully Into the finances,
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merely proposed to

continue the system he found on taking office, and
renew the income tax for one year. His speech

and proposals were, however, favourably received.
Three very important Bills were passed to amend
the administration of the law, which were intended

and expense to which
the Court of Chancery were put. Amongst

to lessen the previous delays
suitors in

other things the old Masters in Chancery were
abolished, and a cheaper and speedier tribunal

appointed in their place.
It

the

was obvious that the sense of the country on

new Administration should be taken

as quickly

as possible and as soon as the necessary business
could be transacted, Parliament was dissolved and
a General Election followed.
;

Parliament reassembled

November

4th.

The

balance of parties had not been altered by the
election, and Ministers were still in a helpless
minority.

Mr.

Charles

Shaw

Speaker, nem. con.

-

Lefevre

On

the

was

nth

re-elected

her Majesty

delivered her Speech from the Throne,

The

establishment of the Empire in France was
to the two Houses.

communicated

The

first

business of Parliament was to decree a

public funeral to the

Duke

of Wellington,

who had

just died.
It

was

felt

that the continuance of the

Derby

Cabinet

and
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in office

fiscal

dissatisfied

depended upon

policy.

with

their

commercial

The Free -Traders, however,
the

ambiguous

statements

of

Ministers on the subject, determined to bring the

matter to an issue at once and for ever, and for
this purpose Mr. Villiers gave notice of a resolu-

House the improved condition of the country, and particularly
of the industrial classes, was mainly the result of

tion 'That in the opinion of the

the legislation of 1846 establishing the free admission of foreign corn, and that the extension of

Free Trade, as against Protection, would best enable
the nation to bear its burdens, and to contribute to
the general prosperity, welfare, and contentment,
and the House was ready to take into its consideration any measures consistent with these prinIt was generally admitted that one of the
ciples/
chief objects of Parliament meeting then was to

the basis of their commercial legislation;
accordingly, a most important debate ensued, and
settle

Ministers were compelled to throw off the

mask

they were, in fact, in a most uncomfortable situaIn their utterances in and out of Parliament
tion.
the one theme they had adopted was abuse of Free
Trade, and prediction of the ruin it would bring

upon the country and here they were in office, and
called upon to decide whether they should pursue the
course they had so long and so persistently denounced
The debate was commenced by Mr. Villiers, on Nov;

%

I2O
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ember 23rd, in an able and energetic speech, in which
he showed the great benefits to the country which
had been caused by Free Trade, and cited, as did
also Mr. Bright, a long extract of speeches delivered

by Protectionist members. The Protectionist Party
had appealed to the country, and lost. Should the
verdict be drawn up by one who had repudiated
Free Trade, or by one who had consistently supported it ?
Mr. Disraeli met the motion by an amendment,
and argued that the Government had done nothing
to disturb the

Act of

moved

a

Villiers,

observing that

unjust, to

resolution

Lord Palmerston

1846.

broader terms than Mr.

in

would be unwise, if not
compel persons to go down on their
it

knees and express opinions they did not entertain,
or reconcile retention of office with a character for
consistency. After Lord Palmerston's speech the
debate was adjourned to the 25th. Sir James
Graham suggested the addition of a few words to

Lord Palmerston's motion, undertaking, if they were
agreed to, that he would use his influence to procure
the withdrawal of the resolution of Mr. Villiers

now commenced the
recommended the

recantations.

resolution of

and

Lord Palmerston to

the favourable consideration of his friends.

The

Granby declared that he could not agree
Mr. Disraeli announced
of
Lord
Palmerston's.
acceptance

Marquis of

to any of the resolutions.
his

;

Sir E. B. Lytton
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Mr,

Villiers,

with Mr. Cobden's concurrence, de-

clined to withdraw his resolution.

Mr. Disraeli then withdrew his amendment.

Lord Palmerston

finally

moved,

in lieu of

it,

a re-

solution that the improved condition of the country,
especially the industrious classes, was mainly the
result of recent legislation,

which has established

the principle of unrestricted competition, has abolished taxes imposed for the purposes of Protection,
-and has thereby diminished the cost

the abundance

and increased

of the principal articles of the

food of the people.

Mr. B. Osborne made a

felicitous speech,

whipping the Protectionists, and amusing the House
with recitals of their speeches.
Sir

John Packington and Lord Granby reverted

to the conduct pursued towards Sir R. Peel by
members of the Government, and tried to atone.

Mr. Sidney Herbert

in a forcible speech, described

the posture of affairs he said Mr. Disraeli, doubtless, never was a Protectionist, but he wished it to
;

be understood that he was

;

and read Protectionist

speeches of Lord Derby, Lord George Bentinck,
and Mr. Disraeli, not for the purpose of taunting

them with change

of opinion

;

for,

said he,

'

I,

like

have changed my convictions on the subject,
thought it was not my duty to hold one set
But to hold
of opinions and act upon another
others,

but

I

!

opinions, and not attempt

to give effect to

them
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of honour.'

As

to

motion, he confessed they

Villiers's

cast a censure on honourable gentlemen opposite,
and, after all, generosity was the best policy.

We

are

all

anxious to

make

proselytes,

and therefore

we ought

not to repel a man or body of men, when
they come over to our side, with hard words and

terms of humiliation.' Alluding to the vindication
of the character of Sir Robert Peel, he carried the
House with him, when he exclaimed, As to the
*

of Sir Robert Peel,

memory

it

was too loudly

pedestalled to need the tribute of

of that House.

whole

life

I followed

I

almost.

him

knew
I

any resolution

Sir Robert Peel during

admired him as

as a leader.

I

my

a politician

;

loved him as a man.

He was a man, mind you, susceptible of attachment,
proud and justly proud of the purity of his motives,
and jealous of his honour. I sat by him on that
bench when he was attacked by the foulest language

and accused of the meanest crimes.
Peel was a

man

But Sir Robert

of a generous nature

;

he never

an adversary. I say
that the memory of Sir Robert Peel needs no vinrejoiced in the humiliation of

dication

;

his

memory

is

embalmed

in the grateful

recollections of the people of this country,

even retribution

is

for

it is

and

if

not words that

wanting
if a man wants to see humili-

humiliate, but deeds

ation

which,

God knows,

is

always a painful sight
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he need but look there ' (pointing to the
Treasury
bench, and the Opposition seconded the application
of the words with a burst of
cheers).

Mr. Walpole sought to show that changes of
opinion had not been confined to members of the

Derby

On
jected

party.

the division Mr. Villiers's resolution was re-

by 336

against 256, and Lord Palmerston^

adopted almost unanimously.

A

similar resolution

was accepted

after

some

House
was terminated for ever the contest between Free
Trade and Protection. The resolution as finally
of Peers, and thus

slight discussion in the

passed ran thus

:

is the opinion of this House that the
of the country, and especially
condition
improved
of the industrious classes, is mainly the result of
'

That

it

recent legislation, which has established the principle of unrestricted competition, has abolished

taxes imposed for the purpose of Protection, and
has thereby diminished the cost and increased the

abundance of the principal articles of the food of the
people. That it is the opinion of this House that this
policy, firmly maintained and prudently extended,
will, without inflicting injury on any important
interest, best enable the Ministry

of the country to

bear its burdens, and will thereby most surely promote the welfare and contentment of the people ,

and that

this

House

will

be ready to take

into*

1853Committee on Jewish

Disabilities.

National Education.

The National Debt, and the Funds. Budget. Income
Advertisement
Succession Duty.
Tax Exemptions.
Ecclesiastical ReMonastic Establishments.
Duty.
venues in Ireland. Government of India Transportation

and

Ticket-of- Leave System.

The Crimean War.

Resig-

nation of Lord Palmerston.

THE

Session opened on the loth February. In
enumerating the measures which the Government in-

tended to bring forward, Lord John Russell mentioned that it was not the intention of the Governto send any more criminals to Australia, and
that on the question of Secondary Punishments
he should have a proposal to make.

ment

Lord John Russell moved for a Committee of
House to consider the Jewish Disabilities,
which was carried, and a Bill brought in to remove
them, which again passed the House of Commons,
but was lost in the House of Lords by 164 to 115.
Lord John Russell next laid before the House,
the views and intentions of the Government relating to National Education, which embraced an
the whole

extension of the then existing system, a plan for deal-

1
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ing with Educational Charities, and an outline of
University Reform and empowering Town Counlevy a rate for educational purposes in aid

cils to

of

the voluntary efforts of individuals

and

school-pence. Leave was given to bring in a
but the Government did not proceed with it.

of

Bill,

On

the 9th April the Chancellor of the Exchequer introduced his resolutions on the subject

of the National Debt, which consisted of three
divisions

i.

:

The

of

liquidation

minor

certain

stocks, e.g^ the South Sea Stock, Old and New
South Sea Annuities, and other Stock amounting

to about nine

into

New

and a half

millions, to be converted

Stock or paid off at

The

2,

par.

issue

of Exchequer Bonds, not exceeding thirty millions,
at

2

los.

chequer

per

Bills,

cent.,

which, compared with

would save

I

per

cent

3.

Ex-

The

voluntary commutation of the Three per Cent and
Reduced into one or other of two new stocks to be

a scheme which would

created

interest to a large

ever, to

The

amount

;

effect a saving of
too complicated, how-

be here discussed.
resolutions were agreed to,

and on the iSth

the Budget, which was the main achievement of
the Session, was introduced by Mr. Gladstone in a
lucid

and

able

address,

occupying

five

hours.

There was a small surplus not admitting of any
substantial relief in taxation. The income tax

was to be continued

for

two years more at

its
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present rate of /d. two years at 6cL, and three
years at Sd., with a view to its extinction in 1860.
;

100 and ^"150 would pay at
Sd. in the pound, and the tax would be extended

Incomes between
to Ireland;

amounting

and

stamp on receipt of sums
and upwards was introduced.
id.

to 405.

The

Chancellor of the Exchequer having with
extraordinary power and ability reviewed the whole
of the country, his propositions
were carried by a majority of 71.
Mr. Gladstone next introduced his Bill dealing
financial system

with Succession Duty, which was to make the
succession to real property, which had hitherto-

been exempt from death duty,
the same

Legacy

liable to

duty in

way that personal property was liable toDuty and it also made the properties
;

of corporate bodies liable to the tax. The
after strong opposition, passed both Houses.

Bill,

The

Chancellor of the Exchequer next proposed
to reduce the advertisement stamp to 6d., which

was

also opposed

;

but Mr. Crawford

moved a

reso-

duty altogether, which was
Government by a majority of 3.
Mr. T. Chambers moved and obtained leave to

lution

to efface the

carried against

bring in a Bill to facilitate the recovery of personal
liberty in the case of persons confined in monastic
establishments, but the second reading
tived

was nega-

by 207 against 178.
In the debate on a motion for inquiry into
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ecclesiastical

Russell

revenues

made some

in

Ireland,

Lord John
Romish

observations on the

clergy which occasioned an angry feeling among
the Roman Catholic Members, and in consequence

Mr. Keogh, Mr. Mansell, and Mr. Sadlier resigned
their offices.
An explanatory letter from Lord

Aberdeen, however, resulted in the resignations
being withdrawn.
Bill was brought in and passed, for the future

A

Government of

India,

and

also one

altering the

law of transportation by limiting it to sentences
of transportation for life or for a term of fourteen
years.

Persons sentenced to less than fourteen

years were to be kept in penal servitude for such
terms as prescribed by the Act, and the ticket-ofleave system or license to be at large was intro-

duced.

At

the close of the Session the condition

and

prospects of the country were most satisfactory
trade and
manufactures were flourishing, the
finances were in a prosperous condition, and

the

Government commanded general confidence; but
a dark cloud was rising in the East, destined to
interfere very materially with our prospects, and
which culminated in a war with Russia known as
the Crimean War.
It is no part of this history to give an account
of the origin or objects of this terrible disaster ;
suffice it to say, that indignation against Russian

9

130

Parliamentary History.

[1853.

ambition and Russian insolence largely prevailed
in this country, and that we were induced, under
the influence of panic, to join with France in a war
nominally for other purposes, but in reality to check

Russian ambition.

Lord Palmerston,

in

view of the coming Reform

Bill, tendered his resignation ; but it is said that
the real reason was, that he had urged his colleagues
to a more decided course against Russia than they

were disposed to adopt.

Lord Clarendon.

He

was succeeded by

1854.
Bill.
Prince Albert. War with Russia.
Budget. University of Oxford. Nunneries. Changes in
the Cabinet. Autumn Session. Foreigners' Enlistment

The Reform

Bill.

BY

the

The

Militia Bill.

commencement of

year the hopes of
peace had almost entirely vanished. The massacre
at Sinope, and the entrance of the allied fleets into
the Baltic, indicated the certainty of hostilities.

The

Session was opened

this

by the Queen

in

person

on the 3Oth January. The Speech from the Throne
referred to the impending war, and announced that
an augmentation of the naval and military forces
would be required, and, among other matters, that
a Reform Bill would be introduced. Accordingly,
on the 1 3th February Lord John Russell introduced
his Reform Bill in the House of Commons. Its main
features were to lower the

and that

in the

County Franchise to 10,
Boroughs to 6 to disfranchise

19 boroughs containing 29 Members that certain
boroughs then returning 2 Members should thenceforth return I, thus saving 33 ; and to distribute

the seats thus saved amongst the counties and

92
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Though carefully prepared and introduced with much ability, the House of Commons evinced an indisposition to deal with a
matter of organic change, at a time when the
large towns.

country was entering upon a great war, and Lord

John

Russell, to his great mortification,

was com-

pelled to withdraw the measure.

Prince Albert's conduct was vindicated in both

Houses of Parliament from the charge of undue
interference with the patronage of the army.

War

was declared against Russia on the 22nd

March, all efforts to avert it having failed, amongst
which may be mentioned a deputation from the
Society of Friends, who travelled to St. Petersburg,
waited upon the Emperor, and besought him to
avert war, but though he received them courteously
their efforts did not avail.

Mr. Gladstone introduced his Budget, but although
the state of the finances was most satisfactory, and
a surplus of two millions shown, it was thought
necessary to propose war estimates amounting to
ten millions, which were to be raised by doubling
the income tax and increase of spirit and sugar
duties, thus paying the annual cost of the war out

of the annual income instead of by loans as in
former times.

A

and passed to make
further provision for the good government and
the extension of the University of Oxford and
Bill

was brought

in

1
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the colleges therein. Lord John Russell gracefully
acknowledged the assistance he had received in
the matter from Mr. Gladstone,

who had

drafted

the Bill for him.

The

exciting topic of

Roman

Catholic Nunneries

was again brought before Parliament by Mr. T.
Chambers, and after a debate of considerable length
the motion for the appointment of a Select Committee was carried by 186 to no. So violent and
persistent, however, was the resistance offered to

the nomination of the committee that

it

was never

constituted.

Mr. Whiteside took up the subject again, and
obtained leave to bring in a Bill to secure to persons
under religious vows the free exercise of their rights
in the disposal of property, but after

sion

it

was withdrawn.

changes were made

in

much

discus-

During the Session some
the Cabinet; Lord John

Russell became President of the Council in the

place of Lord Granville. Hitherto the duties of
War Minister had been discharged by the Secretary

of State for the Colonies.

This being

now found

to be incompatible, a fourth Secretary of State
that for War was created, which was conferred

upon the Duke of Newcastle, and Sir George Grey
was appointed to the Secretaryship of the Colonies
thus vacated.

Parliament was prorogued on the I2th August,
and on the 1 2th December both Houses reassembled.

134

The

Parliamentary History.
Ministerial

management of

[1854-

the war was im-

pugned and defended. The thanks of both Houses
were voted to the forces in the East, and to the
French generals and admirals.
The Foreign Enlistment Bill, the object of which
was to raise a force of 15,000 foreigners, to be
drilled in this country,

was

after

much

discussion

passed by both Houses.

The

Militia Bill

was passed, and on the 23rd

December Parliament adjourned

to January 23rd.

1855The War

with Russia. Conclusion of the Campaign.
Resignation of Lord John Russell. Mr. Roebuck's Motion.
Lord Palmerston Premier. Changes in the Ministry.
Congress at Vienna. Death of Emperor of Russia.
Budget. Mr. Disraeli's Motion. Terms of Peace. Sunday Trading. Local Management. Limited Liability.

BY

the opening of this year we had been at war
the progress and conduct of the
;

nine months

campaign engrossed universal
clusion of

all

other topics.

attention, to the ex-

Serious news continued

to arrive of incompetence and neglect on the part
of the authorities, insomuch that our soldiers were

dying from the effects of the want of ordinary calculation and forethought. The nation was greatly
excited, and it was in the midst of this excitement
that Parliament reassembled on January 23rd.
Amongst several notices of motion to bring the
conduct of the war under review, the most important

was that of Mr. Roebuck, who demanded a formal
inquiry into the whole administration of the war.
This motion was to have been discussed on January
29th, but on that

day Parliament and the public
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were astonished by the announcement of the reHis conduct in
signation of Lord John Russell.
adopting such a step, at such a crisis, was the
His explanation was,

subject of severe criticism.

his inability to vote against Mr. Roebuck's motion.

This motion then came on, and was carried against

by a majority of 137. Thus fell the
Coalition Ministry of Lord Aberdeen undoubtedly
in point of talent and ability it was one of the
Ministers

;

we

strongest Governments

ever had, but

at the

same time it was no less one of suspended opinions
The horrible and
and smothered antipathies.
heartrending accounts which continued to arrive
from the Crimea excited the public to the utmost
pitch,

and the House of

Commons

in this

matter

was the faithful reflex of public opinion. There is
no doubt that owing to the forty years of peace
which we had enjoyed our military organization

had become somewhat

rusty.

This was especially

the case as regarded the transport department, and
in providing the necessary comforts for the sick

and wounded, and which
to attack.

came

laid the

Government open

The Duke of Newcastle,

as

War Minister,

in for the chief share of the blame.

Ministers,

as a matter of course^ sent in their resignations.

Lord John Russell and Lord Derby each
tried to
it fell

all

in turn

form a Ministry, but without success

to the lot of

;

and

Lord Palmerston, who had been
war party, to become

along the leader of the
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Prime Minister with the members of the former
Administration, the only change being the substiLord Panmure for the Duke of Newcastle

tution of
as

War

Minister.

Almost before the new Ministry was formed, it
underwent an important change. Lord Palmerston>
feeling that the country was bent on an inquiry,
an

suggested

investigation

by

certain

military

whom

the public would have confiThis was acceptable to Mr. Roebuck, but

authorities in

dence.

James Graham, Mr. Gladstone, and Mr. Sidney
Herbert thought differently, and resigned. Their
Sir

posts were

filled

by

Sir Charles

Wood,

Sir George

A

Cornwall Lewis, and Lord John Russell.
Comover
Tulloch
and
Sir
Colonel
mission, presided
by

John MacNeill, was appointed

to inquire into the
of
our
organization
military departments. Meantime, negotiations were going on at Vienna, which

was hoped might bring about a termination of
the war and Lord John Russell went there as our
representative, but no result was brought about.
it

;

On

March this year the Emperor of Russia
a
few days afterwards, Sardinia joined
died, and,
this country in the war against Russia.
The Session of 1855 was almost entirely occupied
the 2nd

by the

The

discussion of matters relating to the war.

financial statement

made by the new Chancellor

of the Exchequer showed an excess of expenditure
over income, owing to the war, of twenty millions \
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which he proposed to meet by raising the income tax
to is. 46. in the pound, and by a loan of sixteen
millions repayable at the rate of one million a year,

which was at once passed by the House of Commons.
The stamp duty on newspapers was abolished.

The Commission appointed to inquire into the
conduct of the war departments made its report*
which gave rise to another motion by Mr. Roebuck
condemning the Administration, as being responsible
for all the mischief, which was got rid of by moving
the previous question.
Meantime, Lord John
Russell had returned from Vienna, and announced

the suspension, but not the stoppage, of the negotiations
and thereupon Mr. Disraeli moved a reso;

condemning the ambiguous language used
by the Government, in reference to the continuance
of the war. Lord John Russell, in opposing the
lution

motion, adopted a warlike tone, and condemned
made at Vienna. The Austrian

the proposals

Ambassador

at the Conference

came forward, and

Lord John Russell
actually approved the proposals to which Russia
was willing to accede and on being questioned on
stated that at the Conference

;

the matter in the House, Lord John admitted that
he was of opinion that the terms proposed would

form a basis
to accept

for peace,

them he

but that not being authorized

rejected

them

against his

own

judgment, though he had subsequently come to the
opinion with the rest of his colleagues, that they

1855.]
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should be rejected. This explanation was considered
unsatisfactory, and notice was given of a motion by
Sir E. B. Lytton

impugning the conduct of Lord

John Russell at the Conference, but Lord John
Russell withdrew from the Government before the

motion was brought forward.
Lord Robert Grosvenor brought

in

a

Bill to

suppress Sunday trading, which led to rioting in
Hyde Park on the second and third Sundays following,

and the

The

Bill

was withdrawn.

Metropolitan Local

Management

Bill

was

year brought in and passed; also a Bill for
Establishing Limited Liability in Public Companies.

this

Parliament was prorogued on the I4th August

1856.
The War.

Negotiations for Peace. Treaty of Peace.
International Law. The United. States of America, and
Enlistment of Recruits.
Life Peerages.
Budget.

National Debt
National Education.
Sale of Poisons.

Maynooth Grant.

AT

the opening of this year public attention was
exclusively occupied with the war. The partial
success which had attended the arms of the Allies

before Sebastopol

had

to

some extent atoned

for

previous shortcomings, and the comforts and necessities of the army were provided for.
Negotiations
for peace were entered upon, not however without
a feeling that the continuance of the war would have
redeemed the discredit of past military mismanagement. Trade and commerce were in a satisfactory state, and it was in these circumstances that her
Majesty opened Parliament on the 5th of February.
On the 3 1st March, Lord Palmerston announced
that a Treaty of Peace had been signed the previous
day at Paris. The ratification was agreed to, and
the thanks of both Houses were voted to the Army
and Navy.
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larger results brought about

by the war,

which cost this country 22,000 men and
not

5 0,000,000,

my province here to speak it may not,
out of place to mention that the folbe
however,

it is

;

lowing improvements of international law relating
to maritime warfare were established and agreed
to:
Privateering was abolished.
II. Neutral flag covers enemy's goods, except
I.

contraband of war.
goods, except contraband of
not liable to capture under

III. Neutral's

war,

enemy's

flag.

The
and

questions in dispute between this country
the United States of America, arising out of

the Clayton-Bulwer Treaty of 1850, and on the
subject of the enlistment of recruits in the United

Army, were discussed at
A motion by Mr. Moore,
considerable length.
that the conduct of the Government in reference to
them did not entitle them to the approbation of
the House, was negatived by a large majority.
The House of Lords was occupied this Session
with the proposal of the Government to make Sir
States for the British

James Parke one of the Barons of the Exchequer
and a very eminent lawyer a peer for life. That
august assembly objected to life-peerages being
;
though it seems odd if parsons are made

revived

34 2
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lawyers should
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created

being

not have had

the
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bishops,

same

privi-

especially when they
leges conferred upon them
have to act as judges in that House when sitting

Appeal in the kingdom ;
however, their Lordships would have none of it.
The Budget was introduced on the igth of May.
The Chancellor of the Exchequer had, of course,
to provide for the enormous cost of the war, prac10,000,000, but
tically, there was a deficiency of
no new taxation was exacted
5,000,000 was
raised by loan and
2,000,000 by Exchequer Bills.
as the final Court of

;

The Chancellor of the Exchequer took occasion
to make a comparison of our position then and in
1816.

The funded debt on

5th January, 1816, was
while
on
816,000,000;
5th January, 1856, it was
766,000,000, or nearly

50,000,000

The unfunded debt on

less.

5th January, 1816, was

.43,000,000; while on 5th January, 1856,
26,000,000, or

17,000,000

Lord John Russell
of

laid

it

was

less.

on the table of the House

Commons

a series of resolutions on the subject
of National Education, with a view to the advance-

ment of the education of the
and lower

classes

;

children of the middle

he proposed largely to extend

the powers of the Commissioners of Charitable
Trusts, to appoint an additional number of inspectors

and sub-inspectors

for schools, both of Dis-
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and Roman Catholics, to map out the
country into school districts, and to allow Quarter
Sessions to impose a school-rate where the school
senters

accommodation of the district was

insufficient,

and so

but after long debate they were rejected by
a large majority.
forth

;

The Cambridge
in

University Reform

Bill

was

and passed.

brought
Mr. Spooner again moved the rejection of the
Maynooth Grant, which after several divisions was

and a

on the subject
was also carried against Ministers on the second

carried against Ministers;

Bill

reading, but, owing to the late period of the Session,.

had to be abandoned.

The

cases of poisoning at Rugeley, by the noto-

William Palmer, were the cause of a Bill being*
brought in and passed, regulating the sale of drugs.

rious

Beyond

this,

this Session

been barren

more

;

there \vas practically no legislation

the two previous Sessions had
legislation, the present one was

and
in

if

so.

Parliament was prorogued on the 2pth July.

i8 5 7The Criminal Population.
Budget. The Affair
Ministers.

County Franchise The Sadliers.
Lorcha Arrow Defeat of

of the

Dissolution.

Resignation

of

Speaker.

Re-assemblmg of Parliament. Election of New Speaker.
Marriage of Pnncess Royal.
Law Bills. Competitive ExMaynooth. Oaths Bill
General Election.

aminations

in

Civil

Service.

Superannuation.

Allow-

The Indian Mutiny. Sound Shipping Dues.
Monetary Crisis. Autumn Session.

ances.

PARLIAMENT was opened by Commission on the
3rd February. The first subject that occupied its
attention was that of our criminal population, the
Colonies having objected to receive our outcasts,
except Western Australia, where, owing to the
scarcity of labour, the colonists were willing
receive them.

to

Mr. Locke King's motion for the extension of
the County Franchise was opposed by the Government, and rejected by 13 votes.
Mr. James Sadlier, Member for Tipperary, who,
with his brother John, Member for Sligo, had been
guilty of disreputable frauds in the

management of

the Tipperary Joint Stock Bank, was expelled the
House, John having fled the country.
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The Budget was introduced early in the Session.
The Chancellor of the Exchequer found himself
with a

deficienc)?- of 10 millions, notwithstanding
which, the income tax was reduced from the war

rate of

is.

6d. to 7d., the deficiency being raised

by

loans.

Next came

a motion

by Mr. Cobden, censuring
the conduct of the Government for the violent
measures resorted to in the Canton River, in consequence of the lorcha Arrow* having been
boarded by the Chinese. The motion was sup'

ported by Mr. Gladstone, Sir James Graham, Lord
John Russell, and Mr. Disraeli, and vehemently de-

fended by Lord Palmerston, and on the division the
Government found themselves in a minority of 16.

On

the following day, 5th March, Ministers
that
stated
they did not intend to resign, but to
dissolve Parliament, alleging the impossibility of

any other Government being formed, that could
carry on the business of the House in the present

The

necessary business having been
transacted, and the demand for the recall of Sir

Parliament.

John Bowring, our plenipotentiary
been

at

Hong Kong,

Mr.

Shaw-Lefevre, the
Speaker, intimated his intention to retire from the
chair, and, according to usual custom, an annuity

having

resisted,

of ^"4,000 a year was granted to him, and he was
subsequently raised to the peerage by the title of

Viscount Eversley.
10
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Parliament was dissolved on the 2ist March.

The

issue before the

country, at the

General

Election which followed, was simply confidence in

Lord Palmerston, who had gained much popularity
the country by successfully carrying on and
bringing to a speedy conclusion the war with
Russia. The supporters of the Government gained
in

considerably, whilst the peace party were almost

everywhere unsuccessful most conspicuous being
the rejection of Mr. Bright and Mr. Milner Gibson
at Manchester,

and of Mr. Cobden at Huddersfield.
who was then at Florence, in ill-

Mr. Bright,
health, took leave of his constituents
letter,

public

in a dignified

wherein he stated his intention to retire from
life.

Parliament reassembled on the 30th April. Mr.
Evelyn Denison, the nominee of the Government,

was appointed Speaker, without opposition.

Lord

whom

Mr. Disraeli not inaptly termed
Palmerston,
'the Tory Chief of a Radical Cabinet/ announced

Law Reform

as the only

be dealt with

in the present Session, but

a Reform

measure of importance to
promised

Bill in 1858.

On the 1 9th May, the marriage of the Crown Prince
of Prussia with the Princess Royal, her Majesty's
eldest daughter, was announced in both Houses,
and a marriage portion of ^40,000, and an annuity
of 8,000 a year, was granted to her.
Mr. Spooner's motion against aid from the
;

1
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Government to the College of Maynooth was, after
a short debate, rejected by a majority of 34.
On the 1 5th May, Lord Palmerston moved, for
leave to bring in a Bill to alter the Oaths taken by
Members of the House of Commons, with a view

to the admission of Jews.
The third reading was
carried by 291 votes against 168, but in the House

of Lords

it

was rejected by a majority of

Mr- Berkeley's annual motion
Ballot

was

rejected

by 257 votes

34.

favour of the

in

against 189.

The chief measures of the Session were Law Bills,
ist. The Divorce Bill, which was fought out by Sir
Richard Bethell, despite the determined opposition
and 2nd. The
of Mr. Gladstone throughout
;

the object of which was
trustees of settlements, directors of public

Fraudulent Trustees
to

make

companies, and

Bill,

with

other persons invested

a

fiduciary character, criminally responsible for frauds

and malversations of the funds committed to their
hands several flagrant cases of the kind having
recently occurred, in which funds to a very large

amount had been

wilfully misapplied.

The

subject of competitive examinations for
appointments in the Civil Service, which were

established

by Order

in Council, 2ist

May, 1855,

received a stimulus this year by a motion by Lord
Goderich, who drew attention to the shortcomings

of the Government in

this matter,

extension of the system, in

fact, its

and moved an
application to

10

2
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He was
departments of the Civil Service.
answered by the Chancellor of the Exchequer, but

all

Lord Palmerston, seeing the feeling of the House
upon the matter, and there being in fact but a very
small difference between Lord Goderich and the
Government, accepted the motion.
On the motion of Lord Naas, leave was given to
bring in a Bill dealing with the subject of superannuation of Civil servants, and to do away with
certain anomalies in the present system, of deducting part of the salaries and applying the same to

the superannuation fund. The Bill was opposed
by the Government throughout, but was carried
against them both on the second and third readings.

During the Session news had been arriving from
India of a very alarming character, showing a deep-

and wide-spread combination against British
Indian
authority, and ending in the terrible
laid

Mutiny. The dreadful events which occurred at
Lucknow and Cawnpore by order of Nana Sahib; the
gallant conduct of General Havelock

;

the assault

upon Delhi the blowing up of the Cashmere Gate ;
the capture of the King and his two sons, who were
;

put to death the arrival of Sir Colin Campbell
with reinforcements ; the relief of Lucknow, and the
;

ultimate suppression of the rebellion

excitement at

the

matters of history.

time,
Suffice

are now happily
here to observe that

but
it

created intense

1
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the languor and indifference with which all matters
relating to India had heretofore been received, not

only by Parliament, but by the country at large,
was notorious but when the gravity of the crisis
;

became apparent, no want of energy or activity was
shown, and a motion by Mr. Disraeli, brought forward in a spirit of hostility to the Government,
ended

unanimous vote of confidence or sup-

in a

port.

After long negotiations an arrangement had been
come to with the Danish Government for the ex-

of the Sound dues on shipping; the
Chancellor of the Exchequer moved its confirma-

tinction

tion,

and asked

for

a grant of ji, 125,000

our pro-

portion of the payment in compensation

which

was granted.
After

a

resolution

continuing

the

tea

and

sugar duties until the ist April, 1860, Parliament

was prorogued on the 28th August, and reassembled on the 3rd December, owing to the
severe monetary crisis and panic originating in
bank failures in America.
Several joint-stock
banks in London and the provinces suspended

payment

The

England was
being

little

rate of discount at the

Bank of

raised to 10 per cent, the bullion

above ^"7,000,000.

dition of matters the

Bank

In

this serious con-

directors applied to the

Government to relax the restrictions of the Act o
Government acceded to their application
1844.
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in order

Act of Indemnity a Bill for this purpose was brought in and passed without a division,
and on the igth December Parliament adjourned to
to pass an

the 4th February.

;

1858.
Transfer of Government

of India to the Crown.
Attempts
on Life of Emperor Napoleon. Conspiracy Bill The
French Colonels. Defeat of Ministers. Resignation.
Lord Derby Premier. Mr. Disraeli's India Bills. Resolutions.
Lord Ellenborough's Despatch to Lord Canning.
His Resignation. Another IndiaBilL Budget. Jewish
Church Rates. Marriage
Disability Question settled.
with Deceased Wife's Sister. Property Qualification of
Members. The Ballot. Main Drainage of Metropolis.

PARLIAMENT reassembled on 4th February. An
address of congratulation to her Majesty on the
marriage of the Princess Royal, was moved in both

A

Houses and carried nem. con.
Bill was brought
and passed to enable the East India Company
to borrow ^8,000,000 for the service of the Government and the thanks of Parliament were voted to
the civil and military officers and servants in India.
A pension of ;i,ooo a year was granted to the widow
and son of General Havelock and on the iQth
February Lord Palmerston moved for leave to bring
in a Bill to transfer the Government of India to the
Crown.
Notwithstanding a petition presented by
the East India Company contra, leave was given
in

;

;

to introduce the Bill

by 318 votes

to 178.
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on the life of the Emperor
bombs which were manufac-

to the attempts

Napoleon by

Orsini

tured in this country, and the strong representations
made to the Government by the French Minister

Lord Palmerston brought

in

a

Bill

to

amend

the law relating to the crime of conspiracy to
commit murder ; it was read a first time by a good
majority, and would

have

passed, but for

the

blustering language used by certain French
colonels in their addresses to the French Emperor,
which were published in the official journal, the

MoniteiW) and were considered as a menace to this
The feeling of
country and to the Government.

resentment thus raised was so great, that on the
second reading of the Bill it was rejected by 234
votes to 215, or by a majority of 19, and the con-

sequence was the downfall
Administration.

The

of

the

Palmerston

dissolution of the Cabinet

was announced, and Lord Derby undertook to
form a Government.

much

discussion

in

On

Parliament reassembling,,

both Houses on the sub-

law of conspiracy, when, as
the
most
eminent
usual,
lawyers on either side
Writs were issued for
entirely differed in opinion.

ject of the existing

various places in consequence of the acceptance of
office by the new Ministers
and on the ist March
;

Lord Derby made a full statement of the views
and intentions of the new Government with respect
to all the leading questions of public interest
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especially our relations with France, the Govern-

ment of
Reform
measure

India, the

on the

;

China War, and Parliamentary
question he promised a

latter

due time

after

Lord Malmsbury,

for consideration.

as Foreign Secretary, wrote a

conciliatory letter to the French Ambassador, to
which a satisfactory reply was received and on
2nd June Mr. Disraeli announced in the House of
;

Commons,

that the misunderstanding which

had

existed between the two countries was terminated
in

a manner honourable to both.

On

the 2Oth March Mr. Disraeli introduced his

India Bill (No.
it.

2).

A storm of ridicule arose against

Mr. Bright, who

in the interim

had been

re-

turned for Birmingham, and Mr. Roebuck denounced
the measure as delusive. During the Easter recess
public opinion, in the press and on the platform, pronounced a decided condemnation of its leading
features,

and the position of the Government was

endangered.

On

the reassembling after the

recess,.

Lord John Russell rescued the Government from
their dilemma by proposing a new course, to proceed by way of resolution, and the Government
very readily acceded to the proposal. On the
Mr. Disraeli disclaimed

discussion which ensued

the intention of abandoning the Bill. The resoluwere laid upon the table, and the Chancellor

tions

of the Exchequer moved for a Committee of the
whole House upon them. The first resolution.
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transferring the

government of India

to the

[1858,

Crown,

and the second, respecting the mode of administering Indian affairs, by the appointment of a Secretary
but
of State assisted by a Council, were carried
the further proceeding was interrupted by a discussion which arose upon the correspondence which
had taken place between the Earl of Ellenborough,
the President of the Board of Control, and Mr.
;

Canning, the Governor-General of India, and which
threatened to upset the Government In one of
his letters to the

Govern or- General, Lord Ellen-

borough condemned, in language more than usually
trenchant and severe, the policy of the proclamation issued by the Governor-General to the inhabitants of Oude, urging the insurgent landowners
and other disaffected persons in that province to
return to their allegiance, and submit themselves to
British rule.

The

publication of the despatch, which at

first

was not given in extenso, produced a ferment in
the political world, and the intemperate and unmeasured terms in which it censured a high public
man, in a post of great difficulty and responsibility,
and in circumstances of no common peril, were
severely
scarcely

commented upon
defend

their

indeed, Ministers could

colleague.

borough, to shield his colleagues

Lord Ellen-

and expiate his

and thus a pending vote
error, at once resigned
of censure in both Houses was got rid of.
;

The
sumed
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debate
;

five

announced

on the resolutions was then

re-

were passed, when the Government

their intention to proceed

no

further,

but to bring in another Bill, and accordingly
India Bill No. 3 was introduced, and read a

second

time

without

opposition.

amendments were proposed
ultimately the Bill

Numerous

Committee, and
passed both Houses.

The Budget was brought in

in

I9th April: including

two millions of Exchequer Bonds which had
become due, and one million Sinking Fund, there
was a deficiency of nearly four millions, which the
Government proposed to meet by postponing the
payment of the Exchequer Bonds, equalizing the
spirit duties, and by a tax on bankers' cheques.

The system

of postponing payment of the Exchewas
Bonds
much objected to, but the proposals
quer

were passed.
Committee was appointed on the subject of
Naval armaments, which was a sure precursor of

A

additional expenditure on that head.
This Session is memorable for the settlement of

the vexed question of Jewish
brought about in this way.

disabilities,

which was

Lord John Russell
them, which was read a
brought
second time unopposed and when, in the House of
Lords, Lord Lucan proposed a solution of the difficulty by a clause enabling each House by its resolution to modify the form of oath, which was
in

a

Bill to abolish
;
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adopted, and the
Russell

moved to

Bill

[1858*

Under it Lord John
Baron Rothschild from the

passed.

relieve

objectionable words of the oath, and on the 26th

July the Baron

took his seat

for

the City of

London.

A Bill
brought

for the Abolition of

Church Rates was

John Trelawney, and passed the
by
Commons, but was rejected in the Lords
Sir

in

House

of

by 187

votes to 36

;

and a similar

fate

happened to

the Bill introduced by Viscount Bury, to legalize
marriage with a deceased wife's sister.

A

Bill

to abolish the necessity of

a property

Members of Parliament was
by Mr. Locke King, and passed both

qualification

for

brought in
Houses, His County Franchise Bill also passed
the second reading, but, owing to pressure of
it could not be proceeded with.
Mr. G. Berkeley's motion in favour of vote by
ballot, and Mr. Spooner's on the subject of the

business,

Maynooth Grant, were both negatived.

Owing to the bad smells arising from the River
Thames during this exceptionally hot season,
Ministers took up the subject of the

Main Drainage

of the Metropolis, and introduced a Bill to carry
into effect at a cost of ^3,000,000,

On

it

which was passed.

the 2nd August Parliament was prorogued

by Commission.

New

Reform

Government.
Government.

Reform

Agitation.

Secession
Dissolution.

of

Difficulties

Bill.

Ministers.

General

Defeat

Election.

of
of

Mr.

Result of Election. -Vote of Want of
Ministers resign. Lord Palmerston again

Disraeli's Address.

Confidence.
Premier. Ministerial Arrangements. Budget. Church
Rates. Volunteer Corps. Peace of Villa Franca. Commercial Treaty with France.

DURING
in

the

the recess

new Reform

Mr. Bright, took the lead
agitation, which during the

exciting times of the Crimean, the Chinese, and the
Persian Wars and the Indian Mutiny, had perforce

been allowed to slumber, but was now renewed.
The Government felt that the subject having been
so many times brought forward, they were bound to
take it up, and if possible to effect a settlement.
Parliament was opened by the Queen in person
on the 3rd February, and an eventful Session was

The Queen's speech announced a
was introduced by Mr. Disraeli
which
Reform Bill,
on the 28th February. It proposed to give a vote

anticipated.

in boroughs to persons who had property to the
amount of 10 a year in the funds, bank stock, or
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East India stock
savings bank

;

[1859.

60 in a
persons having
to recipients of pensions in the
;

and

to

amounting to 20
a year; to the inhabitants of a portion of any
house whose aggregate rent was 20 per annum
naval, military,

civil services

;

to graduates, ministers of religion,
legal

and medical

profession,

members of the

and to schoolmasters-

proposed to remedy the working of the Chandos
Clause in the Act of 1832, by extending the
10
household franchise to the counties.
It

mind that the difficulties of
a Conservative Government in framing a Reform
Bill, which on the one hand would conciliate their
own supporters, and on the other hand satisfy the
House of Commons and the country, was very
great but, upon the argument that, as a Reform
Bill must come, it had better come from them, than
It

must be borne

in

;

a stronger one from their opponents, the Government yielded, not, however, without two of its

members, Mr. Walpole and Mr. Henley, seceding
from it, on the ground that the measure went too
far.

It

was immediately attacked by Lord John

Russell on the ground that it did not go far enough
ie., that it did not provide for a sufficient extension of the franchise in cities

and boroughs.

the close of a long debate, an adverse motion
Lord John Russell was carried against Ministers

330 votes against 291, or a majority of 39

;

At
by
by

and, as

either a resignation or a dissolution of Parliament
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was before them, they chose the latter. Parliament
was accordingly prorogued on the igth of April,
and a General Election took place.

The grounds on which

the Government

made

its

appeal to the constituencies were ably and concisely
stated in Mr. Disraeli's address to his Buckinghamshire constituents,
'

and which ran as follows

:

GENTLEMEN,
*

A Parliamentary majority, composed of dis-

cordant sections, has availed

itself of its

numerical

strength to embarrass her Majesty's Government,
and by a disingenuous manoeuvre to intercept the
discussion of their measures.
c

A year ago, Lord Derby was summoned by her

Majesty to undertake the administration of public
affairs.
Assisted by his colleagues, he has with
diligence and devotion endeavoured to discharge
duty to the country.

his

*

The blow which has

lately

been

inflicted

on the

of authority ; and yet in
the ranks of the Opposition, there is no more unity
of sentiment than when their distracted politics

Government deprives

rendered

it

it

necessary that Lord

Derby should

assume the helm.
*

The

Opposition in the present House of

Com-

mons, which was elected under ambiguous circumstances, is broken into sections, which can always

combine and overthrow the Queen's Government,
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however formed.

This

dicial to Parliament
*

It

is

for the

remedy these
c

[1859.

a condition alike prejuand to the Empire.
is

country to comprehend and to

evils.

The moment

is critical

England has engaged

to mediate between two great Monarchs, and, if
possible, preserve for Europe the blessings of peace.

Queen's Government should
be supported by a patriotic Parliament
*
Her Majesty therefore, under the advice of her
It is necessary that the

Ministers, will shortly prorogue the present Parlia-

ment with a view

to

immediate

its

dissolution,

and

will recur to the sense of her people, so that those

who may be entrusted with her Majesty's confidence

may

be enabled to conduct the Government with

becoming

authority.
*

I

have,

etc.,

eta,
*

c

B. DISRAELI.;

DOWNING STREET, April

The

result

of the General

favourable to Ministers

were returned

to the

;

it

Election was not

was computed that there

new Parliament 350

and about 302 Conservatives.
Parliament reassembled on the

3 1st

Liberals

of

May.

Mr. Evelyn Denison was unanimously re-elected
Speaker.
On the Address, Lord Hartington

moved an

1
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addition, which in effect

fidence

;

and

was a vote of want of conwas carried against Ministers by a
and a resignation of Lord Derby's

it

majority of 13,
Cabinet followed.

At

this time a coolness is said to have existed
between Lord Palmerston and Lord John Russell
certain it is, the Liberal party was split up into
;

Lord Palmerston representing the more
Conservative, and Lord John Russell the more
sections.

popular section. Hence the Conservatives as a
party were by far the strongest in the State. Lord
Granville was sent for

a

Cabinet,

in

the

by her Majesty to form
hope that all sections of

the Liberal party would unite under his leaderLord Palmerston consented, but Lord John
ship.

Lord Granville.
Lord Palmerston was then sent for, and a new
Administration was formed by him, Mr. Gladstone
being Chancellor of the Exchequer, Lord Campbell
Lord Chancellor, Lord John Russell Foreign Secretary, and Lord Granville President of the Council.
The post of President of the Board of Trade was
Russell refused to serve under

to Mr. Cobden, who
from
America but on his
was on his way back
refusal, it was offered to, and accepted by, Mr. Milner
left

vacant to be offered

;

Gibson.

Mr. Gladstone introduced his Budget on the iSth
He had to provide for a large increase
July.
of our naval and military establishments,

felt to

ir

be

1
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necessary in consequence of the boasts and menaces
of French officers and journalists, and consequently

he found himself with a deficiency of four
\\hich he

provided by adding

on the income

millions,

4d. in the

pound

tax.

John Trelawney re-introduced his Bill for the
Abolition of Church Rates, which passed the second
Sir

reading, but could not be further proceeded with
for

want

of time.

Parliament was prorogued by Commission on

the

1

3th August.

The

threats

and menaces before alluded to, led to

the formation of Volunteer Rifle Corps throughout

the country.

The peace

of Villa Franca terminated the war

between France and Austria, and Savoy was annexed to France.
In the autumn, Mr. Cobden was sent to France
to negotiate a commercial treaty with the

Government on Free-trade

principles.

French

i860.
The Commercial Treaty

with France. The Budget Adverse Motions. Paper Duties. Conflict in the Lords.
Search for Precedents. Resolutions in the Commons.

Reform Bill.
the Army.
Grievances.

THE
the

Its

Withdrawal.

The

Purchase in

Ballot.

Church-rates.
Dissenters'
Maynooth.
Census. Invasion Panic. Lord Palmerston.

Session was opened on the 24th January by
in person, with a ceremony more brilliant

Queen

and enthusiastic than

for years past.

There were

country unmistakable signs of
throughout
the
In
prosperity.
Speech from the Throne a
Reform Bill was promised but the interest of the
Session again centred in the Budget, which was
to deal with the changes consequent upon the new
commercial treaty entered into with France. It
was known that the increased armaments and dethe

;

fensive preparations, would create an augmented
demand on the public purse, but against this there

was the

owing to the falling in of the
This and the high character of
Long
the Chancellor of the Exchequer as a financier
gave exceptional interest to the subject while, on
the other hand, on the subject of Parliamentary Resaving,

Annuities.

;

II

2
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form there was comparative apathy, and the agitation on its behalf seemed more factitious than
real.

Lord Palmerston announced that the commercial
treaty with France had been signed, and justified
its provisions the main features of which were, that
France engaged to reduce the duties on coal and
;

many

articles of British

manufacture, and England

engaged
duty on French-manufactured
goods, and to reduce the duties on French wines
to abolish all

and brandies to a given standard according to
It was estimated that the treaty would
strength.
cause a loss to the revenue of over a million, which
the falling in of the Long Annuities would more
than cover.

The Budget was appointed for the 6th February,
but on account of the illness of Mr. Gladstone was
postponed

and

till

the loth, on which day, in an able
he unfolded his scheme for deal-

lucid speech,

ing with the Customs tariffs, with a view to the
abolition of everything in the nature of differential
or Protective duty, the reduction of the wine and
spirit duties in accordance with the treaty, and
likewise for the abolition of the paper duty, with a

view to

effect

a further reduction in the cost of

newspapers.

The

Customs tariffs consequent upon the changes proposed, was wonderful
thus, the number of articles subject to Customs
simplification in the

;
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was ^063, while in 1853 it was 460;
it would be 48.
Taking the
whole of the income and expenditure for the

duties in 1845

after these changes

the Chancellor of the Exchequer
estimated that there would be a net loss of revenue

coming

year,

over two millions, which he
proposed to raise in a variety of ways, including
the addition of id. to the income tax. Mr. Disraeli
or a deficit of a

little

complimented the Chancellor of the Exchequer on
the great ability with which he had made his statement, and subsequently moved that the House do
not go into Committee on the Customs Act with a
view to the reduction or repeal of the duties referred
to, in

the

new

treaty of

commerce entered

France, until it should

sented to that treaty.
by 293 votes to 230.

into with

have considered and con-

The motion was

Next came Mr. Du Cane's motion, on

negatived

strict

Tory

lines, disapproving of the proposed changes, and
after a long discussion the division resulted in a

majority of

The

1

16 in favour of Ministers.

discussions on the several portions of the

Budget then took

place.

The wine

duties and

the increase of the income tax were passed by
considerable majorities, but various opinions were

expressed as to the policy of repealing the paper
duties ; and on this point Ministers only obtained
a majority of 9, and it was announced that it would

be opposed

in the

House of Lords.

Accordingly,

1
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on the second reading of the Bill in that House >
the rejection was moved, and was carried by a
The conflict of opinion thus
majority of 89.
occasioned was regarded by many as an infraction
of the privileges of the House of Commons. Some
agitation in the country took place on the question
of privilege. In the House of Commons Lord

Palmerston moved for a Committee to search for
precedents.

The Committee

reported, and

on the

6th of July Lord Palmerston proposed three resolutions, defining

of the House of

and affirming the exclusive right

Commons in the

matter of supplies

An

interesting debate took place,
and the resolutions were agreed to without division ;

to the Crown.

but the assertors of the exclusive privileges of the
Commons were still dissatisfied, and Lord Fermoy

moved a

resolution protesting against the alleged

encroachment of the Lords, which was rejected
The Excise
after a debate by 177 votes to 138.

duty on paper being thus continued, Mr. Gladstone proposed an adjustment of the Customs
duty on that

article,

with reference to the French

by removing so much of the Customs duty
on paper as exceeded the Excise duty at home.

treaty,

The

Conservatives took up the cause of the papermakers, and the usual symptoms were apparent of

a strong party contest, in which the Opposition
hoped to be able to inflict such a defeat on the

Government as would cause the withdrawal of
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Great exertions were made on both
member
was brought from Switzersides.
One
The paper-manuland; another from Beyrout.

Mr. Gladstone.

facturers alleged special circumstances
their case from

exempting

the rule of Free Trade, but an

amendment proposed by Mr.

Puller in support of

their case was, after a long argument, rejected

by

266 votes against 233, and the provisions of the
Government were then adopted. The triumph of
Ministers in a House of 449 members by a majority
of 33 gave great satisfaction to the Liberal party,
and their appreciation of Mr. Gladstone's services

was shown by the loud cheers which greeted this
victory, which were prolonged for more than five
minutes when he rose to propose his second resolution.

On

March, Lord John Russell introduced his
Reform Bill, but little interest was manifested.
1st

The Bill proposed

a

10 occupation franchise in the

6 in the boroughs, with a view to
counties, and
the admission of the working-classes to the franchise.
Mr. Cardwell afterwards introduced one for
Ireland,

and the Lord Advocate one

for Scotland.

The

Bill, which was strongly opposed by the Conservative party, was read a second time without
opposition ; but the debate was languid, and on one

occasion the House was counted out

in fact

the

measure was received with indifference, not only
by the House but by some members of the Govern-

1
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ment, notably by the Prime Minister.
Committee, a motion was made to defer
census of 1861 was taken

;

this

was

[1860.

When
it

in

until the

rejected, but the

delays and impediments placed in the way of its
further progress by its enemies the Tories, were

such that on the nth of June Lord John Russell
announced the intention of the Government to
throw up the measure. Some disappointment was
expressed, but the House and the public generally
approved the course that was adopted.

Mr. Berkeley's motion

in

favour of the Ballot was

negatived by 254 to 149.

Lacy Evans moved the abolition of the
promotion by purchase system in the army, which
was rejected by 213 votes to 59.
On the r 6th July the Chancellor of the Exchequer
Sir de

found himself compelled to make a supplementary
financial statement, with regard to the expense of
the China War, but the amount required was provided without increase of taxation.

John Trelawney's Bill for the Abolition of
Church Rates was carried on the second reading
Sir

by 263

to 234, but in the

again thrown out

by 128

House

of Lords

it

was

to 31.

Mr. Spooner's annual motion in reference to the
grant to Maynooth College was negatived as usual.
Bill for removing the grievance felt by Dissenters in their exclusion from the trusteeships of

A

endowed

schools,

was brought

in

and passed.
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A Bill to reform
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the Corporation of the City of
in by Sir George Cornewall

London was brought

Lewis, and passed the second reading, but was
then suspended.

A

Bill authorizing the

1861 was brought

ment

deferred to

taking of the census of

and passed, but the Governthe objections of Dissenters and
in

others to the proposal to require returns as to
religious professions.

The invasion panic having gained strength, Lord
Palmerston on the 24th July brought before the
House of Commons the

subject of the fortification

of our dockyards and arsenals, and other defensive
measures, founded on the report of the Defence

Commission, and asked for a vote of two millions.
Mr. Bright and a few others strongly opposed so

wanton an expenditure, but the proposal was
carried by 268 to 39.
Parliament was prorogued by Commission on the
28th of August.
It was remarkable

should have
ston

that

been

invasion

panic

by Lord Palmerwho had embroiled

fomented

the .statesman

himself with

the

that

Lord John Russell

ness to recognise the Empire,
for the consent of his colleagues,

in his eagerwithout waiting

who had been

all

along the Emperor's man in England, and had
done so much to cement the alliance with France,

and

in this very Session

had concluded a com-

i/o
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mercial treaty with that country should be the
man to propose a vote of two millions (the first

instalment of a

much

larger sum), to be

expended

dockyards against an attack from
that Government of which he had been all along
in fortifying our

the patron and zealous advocate.

i86i.
Reform.
the

The

Lords.

Measures.

The Budget. The Paper Duties and
The Volunteers. Church Rates. Indian
The Criminal Law. Marriage with Deceased
Ballot.

Wife's Sister.

America.

Civil War in
Post-Office Savings Banks.
Affair.
Death of Prince Consort.

The Trent

PARLIAMENT was opened on the 5th February by
her Majesty in person, amidst great manifestations
of loyalty. The harvest of the previous year had
been a bad one, but Free Trade had enabled food
to be imported freely, so that there was little or no
suffering amongst the working-classes. Trades and

manufactures were flourishing. The Speech from
the Throne was, however, a very meagre one, promising in effect nothing, save Law Reform. An
amendment to the Address, expressing dissatisfaction that a Reform Bill was not promised, was

moved, but found only 47 supporters indeed, the
subject seemed to be suspended by consent of all
Mr. Locke King, however, renewed his
parties.
;

Bill to

reduce the County Franchise to

the second reading the

moved by Mr. A.

10.

On

question was

previous
Smith, and on division the Bill

1
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Mr. Baines then

proposed to reduce the qualification of Borough
Members, but without success.
Mr. Berkeley renewed his annual motion on the
Ballot, which was rejected by 279 votes to 154.

The proposed

repeal of the paper duties, which

was renewed by the Chancellor of the Exchequer,
excited

much

party, and led
took place.

opposition

from the Conservative

to protracted debates, but

no division

The

Chancellor of the Exchequer introduced his
Budget on the isth April. There was a surplus of
nearly two millions; he proposed to remit id. of

the income tax, which would absorb ^"850,000, and
to repeal the paper duties, which would absorb

,665,000, and announced his intention to include
all the financial proposals in one Bill, instead of in
separate

Bills, as

heretofore.

On

the fourth clause

repealing the paper duty, a division took place,
which resulted in a majority of 15 in favour of the

Government The Bill was then sent up to the
House of Lords, who had no option but to pass it
as sent up, and thus to eat the leek to accept,
what they had rejected in the preceding Session.
The vote for the Volunteer forces gave rise to an
interesting debate.

tion of the

House

Lord Elcho

called the atten-

to the requirements of the force,

and urged increased contributions from the State.
In answer, Mr. T. G. Baring paid a high tribute of
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praise to the Rifle Corps, but deprecated moneyallowance to the Volunteers.

John Trelawney again introduced a Bill for
the Abolition of Church Rates, which was carried
on the second reading by a majority of 15 in a full
House but being opposed on the third reading, a
Sir

;

great struggle took place, and the votes being
equal, the Speaker gave the casting vote against
the Bill, and it was lost.

Important measures were brought

in

by the

Government affecting the administration of Government in India, the Legislative Council Bill, thQ
and the Civil Service Bill,
all of which were debated and passed.
Bills were also brought in and passed for the ConCourt of Judicature

Bill,

Law, founded on the Re-

solidation of the Criminal

port of the Criminal Law Commission, with a view
to amend and consolidate the statutes relating to
indictable offences.

was confined

A

By this Act, capital punishment

to the actual

new Bankruptcy

Bill

commission of murder.

was introduced by the

Attorney-General, and passed.

A new

Bill to legalize

marriage with a deceased

M

was this year brought in by Mr.
Milnes ; but, on the second reading, an amendment,

wife's sister

which on division was affirmed by 179 votes to 172,
caused the Bill to be dropped.

The

Post Office Savings Bank Bill, which proand convenience to de~

vided increased security
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positors in savings banks through the
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medium of the

Post Office, was introduced by Mr. Gladstone. The
Bill met with general support, and, though opposed

by Lord Monteagle

House of Lords, passed

in the

into law.

General regret was expressed in both Houses on
the news of the death of Count Cavour.

The

Civil

War was now

raging between the

Northern and Southern States of America.

A

policy of strict neutrality, was earnestly insisted on
by the Government, and acquiesced in by the

House; notwithstanding which, war preparations
were put in hand and additional troops despatched
The Trent affair, arising out of the
to Canada.
action of the American Captain Wilkes in boarding the

West Indian mail steamer

forcibly taking four persons

Trent,

and

from under the pro-

was strongly resented
by the British Government, and a peremptory
demand was "made for their release, which was
yielded to by the American Government.
Parliament was prorogued on the 6th August.
On the i Jth December in this year occurred
tection of the British flag,

the death of the lamented Prince Consort.

Lord John Russell was

this

year raised to the

peerage with the dignity of an Earl,

1862.
Education. Minute of Privy Council. Church
Marriage with Deceased Wife's Sister. The Civil
War in America. Lancashire Distress. Relief Measures.
Fire Insurance. The Budget. The Court of Chancery
Funds. Purchase in the Army. Colonial Self-Government. Marriage of Princess Alice. Land Registry.

National
Rates.

Game

Laws.

Thames Embankment.

Mr. Cobden on

the Foreign Policy of the Government.

THE universal

regret felt throughout the kingdom,
at the untimely death of the Prince Consort, caused

a gloom to hang over the proceedings in Parliament,
not only at the opening, but throughout the Session,
and had a marked effect upon political events and
party operations, and there seemed to be a general
desire, that the Session should be a short and quiet
one.

Parliament was opened by Commission on 6th
February.
Feeling allusion was made in both

Houses to the recent .national

The

affliction.

subject which Parliament took up for
discussion was National Education/ in connection
with the new minute of the Privy Council which had
been promulgated in the autumn. It appeared that
first

'
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whilst 2,200,000 children ought to be brought into

the inspected schools, no more than 920,000 actually attended, and of these only 230,000 received ade-

quate instruction in elementary subjects. The new
minute proposed to do away with the numerous
grants under the old system, and substitute one
simple plan of assistance by which a capitation
grant of one penny per head would be given, for

each attendance over 100, subject to a favourable
report from the inspector, to ensure which, children

would have

to pass examinations in reading, writing,

and arithmetic and no school was to receive assist;

ance unless the master was certificated and duly
paid, i.e., unless he received from the managers
three times his present augmented grant.

The plan

proposed was objected to in many quarters, and
Mr. Walpole laid on the table a series of resolutions

on the

When

subject.

the

House got

into

Com-

mittee on these resolutions, the Government an-

nounced

that, in

pressed

wish,

deference to the generally ex-

they

had

determined

make

to

certain modifications in the new minute, chiefly in
the matter of the grants, which would stand as
four shillings a year were to be given, on
follows
:

the average yearly attendance of each pupil
shillings for reading, writing,

and

;

eight

arithmetic, for

every pupil who should attend 200 times, subject
to a reduction to one shilling and threepence in
case of failure of attendance. Mr. Walpole ex-

1
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pressed himself satisfied, and the code thus

amended

passed.

John Trelawney again introduced his Bill for
Church Rates, which, on the
second reading, was lost by a majority of one.
Mr. Monckton Milnes' Bill to legalize marriage
with a Deceased Wife's Sister was carried by 144
to 133, but the committal of the Bill was opposed
by Mr. Hunt and Mr. Monsell, and after a short
debate it was lost by 148 to 176.
Sir

the Abolition of

Mr. Whalley took up the opposition to the Maynooth Grant, but without success.

War raging
law
international
the
of
America, upon
subject
and neutral rights. Lord Palmerston justified the
Long debates

arose out of the Civil

in

action of the

Government

in

the Trent

affair,

from

the remarks of Mr. Bright. On a motion for papers
the question of the blockade of the Southern ports

was

raised,

but the motion was negatived.

protestations were

Strong

made

against the violent proclamation of the Federal General Butler, at New

document was
condemned
Lord
Palmerston.
by
emphatically
There was a prospect of severe suffering to the
Orleans, in both Houses, and the

operatives in Lancashire from the suspension of
work owing to the want of cotton ; the exports of the
States diminished to the extent of between twelve

and thirteen

millions,

and although immense

were made by private charity for the

relief

12

efforts

of the
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Government introduced a measure to
meet the emergency by extending the powers

distress,

given by the Poor Laws for raising funds by
means of rates in aid, extending the rating in

and by granting
borrowing powers on security of the rates under
It was speedily passed.
specified conditions.
certain cases over adjoining Unions,

Mr. Sheridan moved

for leave to bring in

a

Bill

dimmish the Duty on Fire Insurance, which was
opposed by the Chancellor of the Exchequer and
by Lord Palmerston. and was carried against

to

Government by a majority of n
was not further proceeded with.

On

the financial statement

127 to 116, but

it

appeared

that,

although the commercial treaty with France placed
a large revenue at the disposal of the Chancellor
of the Exchequer, it was to a great extent absorbed
in the increase of expenditure owing to the affair
of the Trent, so that Mr. Gladstone found him-

a surplus of only about
He
150,000.
wine
the
to
duties
and
to
modify
proposed
commute the hop duty for a license on brewing,
self with

but subsequently abandoned the duty on private
brewing. The proposals were strongly opposed by
Mr. Disraeli, but without avail.

The

lawyers this Session had a good wrangle as
of the surplus funds in the
Court of Chancery, which the Government pro-

to the application

posed to apply towards the erection of new

Law
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Courts, which were much needed, but Ministers
were defeated by a majority of 2.
Sir de Lacy Evans again brought the subject
of Purchase of Commissions in the Army before

the House, but his resolution was negatived by a
large majority.

Mr. Arthur Mills moved a resolution in the

House of Commons

affirming the obligation of the

Colonies enjoying self-government to contribute to
their own defence, which was assented to by the

Government, and

carried.

The approaching marriage of the Princess Alice
with Prince Louis of Hesse was announced, and a
dowry of ^"30,000 and an annuity of ;6,ooo a year
voted to her.

A Bill
transfer

known

was passed this Session to simplify the
of land and establishing a registry of titles,

Land Registry Office.
introduced
Bill,
by Lord Berners in the House
of Lords, on the subject of the Game Laws and for
the repression of night-poaching, was passed, in
as the

A

spite of the opposition of the

House

A

of

Government

in the

Commons.

measure was introduced by the Government

to carry out the Thames Embankment Scheme,
and was carried through both Houses.

Parliament was prorogued by Commission on
the 7th August. Mr. Cobden, in an able speech
at the closing, arraigned the aggressive spirit of
12

2

I
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the Government, and impugned their policy, and
compared the Premier's conduct with that of the

Opposition

Mr.

unfavourably to the former.
seconded many of Mr. Cobden's

leader

Disraeli

charges and Lord Palmerston defended the conduct of the Government with relation to foreign
;

States.

1863.
Marriage

of Prince

of Wales.

His Allowance.

The

Roman Catholic Priests in
Large Surplus.
Prisons. Nonconformist Burials.
ComChurch Rates
promises rejected. Lord Chancellor's Small Livings.
Maynooth. The Irish Church Establishment The Confederate States. The Cruisers.
Lancashire Distress.
Budget

The

THE

Sufferings of Poland.

War

City Police.

America continued. This
country maintained a course of strict and unCivil

in

deviating neutrality, although the sympathies of
the people were in the main with the Southerners.
The Emperor of the French had expressed his
desire to recognise the Southern States as a de

and would have taken that step if
England would have joined her, but she declined.
Parliament was opened by Commission on the
5th February. There was an unusual absence of
strong party spirit. Lord Palmerston was at the
height of his prosperity, and on both sides of the
House there was a feeling that from his great tact
and knowledge of the world, and his large experience of men and manners, he was the fittest man
to be at the head of affairs, and that they were safe

facto power,

in his hands.

1
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The approaching marriage
Wales with

Princess

of

[1863.

the Prince of

Alexandra of Denmark was

The House granted him an annual
allowance of 40,000 a year, making with
60,000
a year the annual revenue of the Duchy of Corn-

announced.

100,000 a year and
a
the
to
10,000
Princess, making together
year
an annual charge of
150,000, with a jointure of

wall, to

which he was entitled

;

30,000 to the Princess in the event of her surviving
her husband.

The financial statement was looked forward to
with much interest. Notwithstanding the Lancashire
distress

and the bad harvest

in Ireland, there

a surplus of revenue over the charges of

was

3,741,000.

This was increased by certain matters, such as
making clubs liable for duty on sales of wines and

and withdrawing the exemption under the
Income Tax Acts of corporate trust property and

spirits,

charitable endowments, to

surplus was thus disposed

133,000 a year.

Certain small adjustments,
2d. in the

The

of:

143,000.

pound

to be taken off the

pound

off tea duty.

income

taxid. in the

The income tax was adjusted by still retaining
iooper annum as minimum, but allowing a rebate
of

60 on

all

incomes under

200.
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sugar duties were to be continued for another

year.

A

Bill

was introduced by

Sir

George Grey to

give to the inmates of prisons, not being

members

of the Established Church, the benefit of the attendance of ministers of their own religious perIn effect

suasion.

it

was a measure to authorize

the employment in prisons of

Roman

Catholic

be appointed by Courts of Quarter
priests,
Sessions, and to be paid out of the rates. The
Liberal side of the House was unanimous in its
to

but on the Conservative side opinion was
it as a matter of justice,
divided,
support

;

some supporting

others opposing

Established

it

on the ground of injury to the
Mr. Disraeli tried hard to

Church.

remove the objections of

his

own

side to the

mea-

sure, which in the result passed both Houses.
Sir Morton Peto sought to obtain the assent of

the

House

to his Bill to allow Nonconformists to

have their funerals celebrated with their own
ligious rites

The

Bill

and

re-

services in the parish churchyards.

had been

referred last Session to a Select

Committee, and as amended was re-introduced,
but was thrown out by 221 to 96 votes.

The

question of Church Rates occupied a larger

portion of the Session than usual.

Sir

John Tre-

lawney again introduced his Bill for their abolition,
intimating at the same time that he was weary of
his annual task,

and wishing that some other hands
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should undertake the office.
year,

thrown out on the

The

second

[1863.

Bill was, this

reading

by a

majority often in a very full House. The present
be
position of the matter was, however, felt to

the obligation of making a rate
was recognised by law, yet was not enforceable ;
prescribed as a duty, yet was contingent on the
highly anomalous

;

and precarious vote of a majority;
one parish, invalid in another imposed
one year, and refused the next.
Every offer of
compromise that could be made had been refused
fluctuating

operative in

;

;

was one

it was not a question of money, it
of supremacy whether it was right or wrong to
and the discord
have a State establishment at all

indeed,

;

and heartburnings

it

gave

rise

to

were

great.

With the view, however, of compromise or substituone
tion, two measures were this Session proposed
by Mr. Newdegate, called the Church Rate Comwhich proposed to cast the burden
not upon the occupier, but upon the land, and so
remove the personal liability so distasteful to Dismutation

Bill,

and the other by Mr. Alcock, which pro;
to
give persons an opportunity of redeeming
posed
the Church rates of their parish, just as the law
senters

allowed the redemption of the land tax
measures were thrown out.

The Lord

Chancellor

measure he brought

obtained

;

but both

credit

for

a

in for sale of certain small

livings in the gift of the

Crown, and for applying
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the proceeds to the augumentation of the livings.
The number of benefices to which this measure
applied

was

320.

Mr. Spooner's annual motion on the subject of
the grant to Maynooth College was this year negatived

by 198 to

109,

The

question of the Established Church in Ireland, which since 1838 had been allowed to slum-

was brought forward again this year by a
motion by Mr. Dillwyn, who moved for a Select

ber,

Committee to inquire how far the present distribution of endowments for religiouspurposes throughout Ireland might be so amended as most to conduce to the welfare of
Irish subjects.

all

classes of her Majesty's

His case was that the

distribution

of Church property in Ireland had been the cause
of the Irish difficulty, and was the root of the evils

which

A

speech of great
by Mr. Bernal Osborne

afflicted that country.

wit and pungency was made
in support of the motion, and in answer to Mr.

Whiteside, which

he

is

well worth perusal, in which

laid bare the facts as to the parochial

Ireland,

and which produced a great

system

effect.

in

The

Government, however, opposed the motion, and
was lost by 228 votes to 67.

it

The

question of recognition of the Confederate
States was raised in both Houses, but the motions

were withdrawn.

Then

arose the question of the

evasion of the blockade of the Southern ports by

1
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supplying materials of war to the
South, in spite of the Queen's proclamation of neu-

our

cruisers, thus

A protest

was made by America against
the construction and fitting out in our dockyards
of swift and powerful vessels for the service of
trality.

the South against the commercial marine of the
North. The first of these vessels, the Alabama,

had left the harbour and put out to sea the next,
An order for her
the Alexandra, had not left.
detention was issued by the Government, and the
;

of the Customs took possession but the
validity of the seizure was raised in an action in

officers

;

the Court of Exchequer.

These questions led to a long and interesting
debate in the House of Commons, in which the
Solicitor- General, Sir Roundell Palmer, greatly
distinguished himself.
For the further relief of the distress in the
facturing districts,

manu-

Mr. Gladstone introduced and

carried a measure allowing money to be raised on
the security of rates, and to be applied to distressed

operatives employed in the construction of roads
and public works, and so to relieve men by giving
them work rather than by supporting them in
idleness.

The

sufferings

of Poland and her

treatment by the Grand

tyrannical

Duke Constantine were

the subject of debate, and elicited a unanimous

expression of sympathy

;

but the matter was

left in

1863.]
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the hands of the Government to take such steps as
they might see fit.
Complaints were made

in the

House of Commons

of the inefficiency of the police of the City of
London on the entry of the Prince of Wales and
Princess Alexandra into London, and a Bill was

introduced by Sir George Grey to amalgamate the
City with the Metropolitan police, which was
vigorously opposed by the Corporation. Objection
was taken that the Bill should have been brought
in as a private measure, which on reference to the

Examiners was so decided, and the Bill dropped.
The Session, which was one of the quietest on
record, not a single division of a strictly party

character having taken place, was brought to a
close on 23rd July, on which day Parliament was

prorogued by Commission.
Sir George Cornewall Lewis died

this Session.

1864.
The

Government Annuities Bill. Cheap Trains
Attempt to Assassinate the
Working Classes.
Emperor of the French. Mr. Stansfeld. His Resignation.
Civil War m America.
The Ballot. Mr. Lowe
The County Franchise. Mr. Gladstone. Denmark and
Budget.

for

Germany.

PARLIAMENT was opened by Commission on the
The Session was a quiet one,
4th February.
and there

is

little

terest to record.

or no legislation of domestic inThe Budget was introduced on

the 7th April, and was the feature of the Session.

The

and eloquence of Mr. Gladstone invested the dry and complicated details of financial
ability

operations with interest. The simplification of our
system by the abolition of petty burdens and

fiscal

restrictions,

from the

and the

relief

of trade and industry

restrictions formerly

imposed on them,

had led to the happiest results so much so that
Mr. Gladstone was able to announce that the imports and exports amounted to ^"444,000,000, just
three times the sum they had reached in 1842, and
thus to establish the soundness of the financial measures of himself and his predecessor, Sir Robert PeeL
;
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of income over expenditure showed a
2,500,000, which was applied in reduc-

surplus of
tion of the sugar duties, in taking id. off the income
tax, and in reducing the fire insurance duty on
stock-in-trade from

33.

to

is.

6d,

Mr. Gladstone next introduced his Government
Annuities

Bill,

providing for the poorer classes, on

sound principles and on Government security, a
general life and health assurance, to take the place
of the numerous sick and burial clubs and friendly
then existing, which for the most part
were based on unsound principles, and whose

societies

finances

Lord

were

an unhealthy condition.
Derby proposed a measure which was
in

accepted by the Government, enacting that every
railway leading into the Metropolis should provide
the working-classes with cheap trains as some compensation for their disturbance in their dwellings,

which caused them to travel longer distances to
and from their work.

On

discussion of the

Navy

estimates, an incident

occurred arising out of the speech of the Procureur
Imperial, on the trial of Greece and others for conspiracy to assassinate the Emperor of the French,
stating that a paper had been found on one of the
prisoners, directing

him to write

for

money

to a

Mr. Flowers, at 35, Thurlow Square, Brompton, the
residence of Mr. Stansfeld, Junior Lord of the
Admiralty.

It

appeared Mr. Stansfeld had given

i

go
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leave to Ma2zini to have his letters addressed to his
residence, but he repudiated

any connection with

Greece or any other conspirator. Lord Palmerston
defended his colleague, but the Opposition were

vehement on the subject and although an adverse
motion was defeated by 171 to 161, Mr. Stansfeld
;

resigned, and Mr. Childers

was appointed

in his

place.

In connection with or arising out of the Civil War
in America, difficulties arose on the complicated
questions of international law in relation to naval
matters, especially as to the building of ships for

Confederate service in English yards.
built

by

Two rams

Messrs. Laird, at Birkenhead, were seized

a long and hostile debate
ensued, and the Government extricated themselves
from the difficulty by purchasing the vessels.

by

the Government

;

The system adopted by

the Americans of kid-

napping Irishmen to America and forcing them
into the American army, was also brought up and
discussed

Mr. Berkeley's annual motion in favour of the
was again rejected by a large majority.

ballot

On

the education votes, complaints were made
against Mr. Robert Lowe, the Vice- President of

the Committee of Council on Education, of mutilat-

ing the inspectors' reports.
this practice

carried

by

A resolution censuring

was moved by Lord Robert
a small

majority,

in

Cecil,

and

consequence of
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which Mr. Lowe resigned. He denied the charge
imputed to him, and a Committee was appointed to

and by their report they
entirely absolved Mr. Lowe from the imputation.
Lord Palmerston then moved that the resolution

investigate the case,

before adopted should be rescinded, which was
carried nem. con.

Mr. Locke King again introduced his County
Bill, which Lord Palmerston strongly

Franchise

opposed, and it was thrown out on the second reading by a majority of 27. Later on Mr. Baines introduced his Bill for lowering the franchise in
boroughs, which was defeated by a majority of 56 ;
but it gave Mr. Gladstone the opportunity of
making a most important declaration of his views

regarding Reform, which caused him to be looked
up to by the whole Liberal party as their future
Lord Palmerston's opposition was
champion.

mainly based on the ground that Reform was not
agitated for by the working-classes but Mr. Glad;

stone expressed his opinion that agitation

by

the

working-classes on political subjects was not a
thing to be waited for, nor to be made a condition
precedent, but to be deprecated and prevented by
wise and prudent legislation.

The

principal foreign topic discussed this Session

was the dispute between Denmark and Germany
regarding the Duchy of Schleswig-Holstein which
had led to war between those countries. The
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slight

that Parliament contented itself with expressing
sympathy with the Danes, and the public by sending

wounded soldiers. A vote of censure
on the Government for its conduct towards Denrelief to their

mark, though successful in the Lords, was defeated
in the

House of Commons,

as also

was the Per-

missive Liquor Sale Bill, brought in under the
auspices of the Alliance.

The

Session closed on the 28th July.

1865.
Malt Duties. Fire Insurance Duties.
Maritime Defence of Colonies. University
Tests. The Borough Franchise.
Poor Law Amendment.
Death of Mr. Cobden. Assassination of President
Lincoln.
Lord Westbury.
His Resignation.
General
Election. Address of Mr. Bright.
Mr. Gladstone and
the University of Oxford.
His Return for South-West
Lancashire. Death of Lord Palmer storu

State of Ireland.

The

Budget.

PARLIAMENT met on
last

the 7th February (for Its
There
Session) under favourable auspices.

had been an abundant harvest. Trade was in a
sound and healthy state, and the buoyancy of the
revenue attested the general prosperity of the
country. The Civil War in America was drawing
to a close, owing to the signs of exhaustion on the
part of the Southern States, and the results of the

cotton famine in Lancashire were fast disappearing.

The Ministry still maintained the confidence of
the country, and party spirit was comparatively
dormant.

The Message from

the Throne, however, con-

tained no reference to any measure of home legislation of any importance, and was characterized
by Lord Derby as a sort of speech to be addressed
13
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Minister to a moribund Parliament

dissolution

occupation, that

find it some gentle
moments
might not be
dying

was near, to

its

disturbed by unnecessary excitement.
The first debate which took place was on the
state of Ireland, which had been described as de-

After a motion by Mr. Pope Hennessey
on the subject of Tenants' Compensation and Land

plorable.

Reclamation, and another by Mr. Maguire for a
Select Committee on the Laws regulating the rela-

and Tenant, with a view to their
more equitable adjustment, which was conceded
by the Government, a motion was made by Mr.
Dillwyn on the subject of the Irish Church Estab-

tions of Landlord

Roman

proportion of
Catholics to Protestants had of late in-

creased,

and that the respective numbers were then

lishment

It

appeared

that

the

Roman Catholics to 150,000 Protestants.
In the debate which followed, it was clearly indicated that the days of the Irish Church were
6,400,000

numbered, that the difficult question of its disestablishment would have to be faced, and that
the introduction of a measure for this purpose was
only a question of time,

A

resolution

moved by

Sir

favour of the reduction of

negatived

and

Fitzroy Kelly in
the malt duty was

by the previous question being moved

carried.

A resolution

by Mr. Sheridan

in favour of the
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further reduction of the duties on

fire

195
insurance,

Exthough opposed by
chequer, was carried by a large majority.
Mr. Gladstone Introduced his Budget on the
He was enabled to show that the
27th April.
the Chancellor of the

finances of the country then exhibited a very
favourable contrast to their state at the commence-

ment of

There was a surplus of
which, after making certain
adjustments and remissions of stamp duties, was
to be applied in taking 6d. in the pound off the tea
over

that Parliament.

four

millions,

duties, reducing the

duty to 6d. ; in taking off 2d.
in the pound on the income tax, reducing it to4d. in
the pound; and in the reduction of the fire insurance
duties to a uniform rate of

is.

6d. per cent

The

proposals were very favourably received by the
House and the country, and were adopted in their
entirety.

A Bill

was brought

in

by the Government and

passed, enabling the Colonies to provide themThe
selves with means of maritime defence.

question of Colonial defence was further discussed,
and a motion by Lord Hartington for a vote of
^"50,000 for the fortification of Quebec was carried
by a large majority.

A Bill

brought

in

by Mr. Goschen,

to abolish

certain tests required on taking degrees at the
University of Oxford, was carried on the second

reading, but was not further proceeded with.
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Parliamentary History.

196

[1865.

Mr. Baines renewed his proposal to reduce the
Borough Franchise to 6. It was strongly opposed

an able and philosophical speech
which attracted great attention ; Lord Elcho, however, moved the previous question, which was

by Mr. Lowe,

carried
lost, as

in

by 288 to 214 votes, and so the Bill was
was also Mr. Berkeley's motion in favour of

the Ballot

The

chief

passed this

measure of practical utility which was
Session was a Bill brought in by Mr.

Villiers, the President

of the Poor

Law

Board, for

amendment of the law relating to the settlement and removal of the poor, and known as the
Union Chargeability Act, the main features of
which were to establish a better and more econothe

mical system of

management of Unions, more

and to

poor from hardthen existing law of settlement.
It was readily accepted, and soon passed into
equal rates,
ships in the

relieve the

law.

A

Bill

was brought

in

and passed, authorizing

new Courts of Justice,
The death of Mr. Cobden evoked tributes of
respect from both sides of the House. The assas-

the construction of

sination of President Lincoln

by Booth, the

actor,

which happened shortly afterwards, caused the
leaders on both sides to vie with each other in
expressing horror of the crime and sympathy with
the bereaved.
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made by Mr. Ward Hunt on the

conduct of Lord Westbury, the Lord Chancellor,
in the distribution of his patronage ; serious charges

were made, more particularly implicating his son.
Lord Palmerston moved the adjournment of the
debate, pending the report of a Select Committee
;

was strongly opposed, and, a division being
taken, the Government were defeated by a majority
of 14. The resignation of the Chancellor was next
this

day announced in both Houses, and Lord Cranworth was appointed his successsor. The day
following, Parliament was prorogued, and men's
minds were intent upon the General Election which
was to take place in the autumn.
A great Conservative reaction was alleged to be
going on in the country, but this statement was
not verified in the

Mr. Bright,

result.

in

his

address to the electors of

Birmingham, denounced the Ministry as having
climbed into office under the pretence of devotion
to Parliamentary reform, and having afterwards
He charged its chiefs with
violated its pledges.

having purposely betrayed the cause, whilst its less
eminent members tamely acquiesced. Nor did he
spare the Opposition, comparing Mr, Disraeli to
one who would have been a statesman if his powers

had been

directed

by any ennobling

principle or

but who unhappily preferred a temporary and
worthless distinction as the head of a decaying

idea,
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party fighting for impossible ends, to the priceless
memories of services rendered to his country and

on which only, in our
fame could be built up. But of
to freedom,

an enduring

age,
all

the elections,

the one which excited most interest was that of
!Mr.

Gladstone for the University of Oxford, where
His defeat was

he was opposed by Mr. Hardy.

looked for by the Liberals with the feeling that, so
long as he represented the University, he would of
necessity be under anti-Liberal influences, \vhich

he represented any other conHis defeat becoming evident, he forth-

would not be so
stituency.

If

with betook himself to South- West Lancashire,

and commenced
'

words,

I

his first speech with the

stand before you unmuzzled.

7

ominous

The

better

it was a good
and a very bad thing for the
Tories that the Oxford Tories unmuzzled their

feeling at this critical time was, that

thing for the nation

late

member.

His pride and delight

in represent-

ing his old University doubtless often acted as a
restraint

upon him, and prevented him giving full
and instincts and on

scope to his Liberal feelings
his return for his

party

felt

new

;

constituency, the Liberal

they had a real gain in the free guidance

of an earnest and highly talented leader.
In the recess occurred the death of Lord Palmerston, at the

age of 81

;

Earl Russell thereupon

became Prime Minister, and Mr. Gladstone Leader
of the House of Commons.

1

866.

The

Governor Eyre and Jamaica. Marriage
Rinderpest.
of Princess Helena with Prince Christian. Religious
Oaths. Church Rates. University Tests. The Budget.

Reform

The

Adullamites. Conservative OpposiDefeat of Government.
Resignation of Ministers. Lord Derby again Premier.
Policy of new Government
tion.

Bill.

The

Bill in

Committee.

THE new

Parliament was opened by the Queen in
person on the 1st February, but the Speech from
the Throne was read by the Lord Chancellor.

Various items of domestic legislation were indicated,
but the chief interest it excited was in the promise
of a Reform

Bill.

Mr. Evelyn Denison was re-elected Speaker.
Matters of great importance occupied the first
part of the Session. The outbreak of rinderpest
among our herds necessitated the introduction of a
regulate the trade in cattle, which was
speedily passed as was a measure to suspend the
Habeas Corpus in Ireland, owing to the prevalence
Bill

to

;

of Fenianism

there.

The conduct

of Governor Eyre in suppressing a
rebellion which had broken out in the Island of

2OO
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Jamaica was fully discussed as also the
;

to obtain the release of Consul
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efforts

made

Cameron and other

Europeans, who had been held in captivity by the
King of Abyssinia.
The provisions proposed in the Commons for the
Princess Helena

on

her

marriage with

Christian, and for Prince Alfred on
age, were adopted.

A very useful Bill was brought in
Grey

his

by

for altering the oath required to

Roman

Catholics,

Prince

coming of
Sir

George
be taken by

and to assimilate the oath to be

taken by the members of all religious communities
without distinction. Mr. Whalley, Mr. Newdegate,
and a few others opposed the Bill, but the bulk of
the Conservative party, headed by Mr. Disraeli,
accepted it, as did Lord Derby in the House of
Lords.

A Bill was introduced by Mr. Hardcastle
abolition of Church rates.

for the

The Government

yielded
the point of compulsory payment,, and undertook
to bring In a Bill on the subject, which was done ;

but

It did not go beyond the second reading.
Mr. Coleridge's Bill for the Abolition of Tests on
taking Degrees at Oxford and Cambridge passed

the second reading and Committees by large majorities, but was afterwards postponed.

The

prosperous condition of the revenue continued, and Mr. Gladstone introduced his Budget

on the 3rd May.

There was a surplus of over a
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which he reduced the timber duties
and the wine and stage-carriage duties.
The great measure of the Session, however, was
the Reform Bill, which was introduced by the
million, with

Chancellor of the Exchequer on the i$th March.
Its prominent features were the lowering of the

County Franchise to 14, and that in the Boroughs
to
7, and compound householders and lodgers
paying 10 a year were to have votes. Mild as the
measure was, it proved far too strong for the di-

members of the Liberal party,
and Mr. Lowe and Mr. Horsman were amongst
those who distinguished themselves by their oppogestion of several

sition to the measure.

Mr. Bright, replying to the

new party
who had expressed his great grief, and who had
retired into his political cave of Adullam, and had
called about him everyone that was in distress and
former, said that

c

he was the

first

of the

everyone that was discontented ;' and speaking
later on of this party of two men so amiable and
'

discreet,

hoped that we might see

for the first

in Parliament a party perfectly harmonious

time

and

distinguished by mutual trust/ but 'that it reminded him of the Scotch terrier, which was so

covered with hair that you could not tell which was
the head and which was the tail/ The party thus

humorously depicted became stronger than was
expected, and the Cave, as it was thenceforth called,
became the retreat of several of the Whigs, and of

2O2
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Lord Grosvenor, who was generally a steady
porter of Ministers.
tive party,

cation of
called,

A meeting

.sup-

of the Conserva-

who up to this time had given no indithe way in which they would vote, was

and

measure.

oppose the
The combination thus formed augured

was

it

determined

to

when the
second reading was moved, Lord Grosvenor moved
an amendment to the effect that it was inexpedient
for

ill

the

On

Bill.

the I2th April,

Government scheme
was before the House.

to discuss the measure until the

of redistribution of seats

At

three in the morning of Saturday, 28th April,
the House divided, the numbers being
:

For the amendment
Against

...

...

Majority for Ministers...
It

was subsequently announced that the
this small majority,

323

328

it

5

Bill

would,

be proceeded

notwithstanding
and the Redistribution Bill was brought in
and read a second time on May i6th. The two
with,

were subsequently amalgamated and committed as one measure.
Bills

In Committee Government suffered a defeat on
a motion by Sir Reginald Knightly, to make better
provision for prevention of bribery and corruption,
which was carried by a majority of 10.
motion

A

by Lord Stanley

to take the redistribution clause

1
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though negatived, found 280 supporters. MrWalpole's motion to make the County Franchise
first,

20 instead of

Mr.

14.

14,

Ward

was rejected by a majority

of

Hunt's motion for making the

County Franchise a rating franchise, was negatived
by 7 only; but on the iSth June, when the clause

was reached which enacted a rental franchise in
the boroughs, Lord Dunkellin, usually a supporter
of the Government, moved to substitute rating for
on the ground that it would raise an insurmountable barrier to universal suffrage, while it

rental,

The

would admit the best of the working-classes.
House divided, when the numbers were
:

For the amendment

...

315

...

304

Against
Majority against Government

1 1

A
On

scene of extraordinary excitement ensued.
the following day it was known that the Ad-

ministration of

Lord Russell was

owing to the absence

of the

at

Queen

in

an end

;

but

Scotland the

determination of the Government was not com-

municated to Parliament
in both

until the 2Oth June,

Houses the resignation

when

of Ministers

was

announced.

Lord Derby

again,

and

for the third time,

the reins of Government.

assumed

Overtures were

made

i86y.
The

Situation.

Reform.

Divisions in

Cabinet.

Resolu-

Trades Unions.
Extended
Scheme. Secession of Lords Carnarvon and Cranbourne
and General Peel The New Bill Dual Vote Mr.
Gladstone's Resolutions. Mr. Coleridge's Instruction.
Committee. Concessions by Government. Mr. Disraeli's
The Bill in the
Conservative Surrender.
Defence.
Church Rates.
Lords. Meeting in Hyde Park. Budget
Bill

tions.

Autumn

THE

-withdrawn.

Abyssinian War.

Session.

The Fenians.

commencement of this
a gloomy one.
The severe

aspect of affairs at the

year was certainly

had produced widespread
The
distress and commercial embarrassment
cattle plague, though declining, was by no means
financial crisis of last year

extinguished, and had caused a large increase in
the price of animal food. The outbreak of the

Fenian insurrection in

Ireland indicated a deepHyde Park created

seated disease, and the riots in

an uneasy
deficient

feeling.

harvest,

The

loss

occasioned

the agitation

by the

throughout the

country on the subject of Parliamentary reform,
and the position of Ministers holding only a minority of seats in the

House of Commons, added

to
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the perplexity.

which prevailed

It

was only from the

divisions

in the Liberal party that Ministers

derived strength, and it required no ordinary skill
and adroitness to secure concert amongst their

own

supporters,

disunion

The

among

and at the same time to maintain
their opponents.

Session was opened by the Queen in person

on the 5th February.
In the Speech from the Throne, which was read
by the Lord Chancellor, numerous measures of
domestic legislation were promised, and amongst
them a Reform Bill, which was thus described
as
4

lead to the adoption of measures which without unduly disturbing the balance of political power,,

may

shall

3

freely extend

the elective franchise.'

The

c

phrase balance of power/ often used in the debates
which followed, was taken to mean that the influence in the election of Members which the

territorial

aristocracy enjoyed should not be impaired, and
it did not strengthen the Conservative party

would not weaken

if
it

it.

Divisions in the Cabinet on this subject were
the last moment, when Lord Derby and

rife until

Mr, Disraeli succeeded in persuading their colleagues
to consent to deal with the question in the hope
that the measure might be so framed and carried
as to strengthen rather than weaken the ConservaBut the main difficulty they had to
tive party.

contend with was the position of Mr. Disraeli as

2o8
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the head of the Government in the House of

Com-

mons, and as Leader of the party that had throughout
dreaded and opposed any extension of the suffrage ;

and they were likewise hampered by declarations
made by him in opposing the numerous Reform
Bills that had been brought in by his opponents.
However, he rose to the occasion, and met it with
consummate ability. On Tuesday, nth February,
he announced the way in which it was proposed to
deal with the subject. The House was crowded,

and the

greatest excitement existed to hear the
Mr. Disraeli began his
Ministerial explanations.

address by laying down, amid loud laughter from
the other side, that in the opinion of the Govern-

ment party Reform should no longer be a question
which ought to decide the fate of Ministers (a sort
of heads I win, tails you lose '), basing his opinion
'

on the

Reform

failures
Bills,

of previous Governments to carry

and that he intended to proceed by

way of resolution. Accordingly resolutions, thirteen
in number, were submitted to the House but as
;

nothing came of them they need not be recapituBill founded on them was introduced
lated here.

A

on the 25th of March, only to be withdrawn on the
following day. In the meantime the resolutions
had been submitted to a large meeting of workingmen's trades unions, held at the Agricultural Hall,
Islington, at which they were unanimously condemned, and the Government declared unworthy
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of confidence, and a resolution passed in favour of

and registered manhood suffrage protected by the ballot. Mr. Disraeli then announced
to the House the adoption by the Government of
a more extended scheme. This extended scheme
involved the secession from the Cabinet of three
of its members, Lord Carnarvon, Lord Cranbourne
(now Lord Salisbury), and General Peel. The
residential

new

proposed to confer the franchise on all
owners or occupiers in boroughs who were rated
Bill

and paid their rates, adopting the principle of
Lord Dunkellin's motion a similar franchise in
;

counties in respect of premises of the annual value
of ;i5 ; an educational franchise; a pecuniary franchise, Le.,

and as

its

50 in the funds or in a savings bank ;
most novel feature, the right, if qualified,

of giving two votes for each member, called the
dual vote ; and a provision for the redistribution of
seats, thus excluding compound householders and
lodgers.

On

the second reading

many

of

its

features

were

strongly assailed, especially the dual vote ; but Mr.
Gladstone, after conferring with his Parliamentary
supporters, consented to the Bill being read a second
time, but enumerating, however, the following objections to the measure, which, as all were carried
except the second, are here recapitulated :
i.

Omission of lodger

franchise.

2io
2.
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Omission of

against

payment of rates.
Disqualification of compound

votes,
3.

provisions

by

[1867.
traffic

in

corrupt

householders

under existing law.
4. Ditto under proposed law.
5.

6.
7.
8.

The franchise founded on direct taxation.
The dual vote.
The inadequate redistribution of seats.
The inadequate reduction of the franchise

in

counties.
9.

Voting papers.

10. Special franchises.

The dual

vote, universally

condemned, was with-

A resolution

by way of instruction to the
Committee, proposed by Mr. Coleridge, and
amended by the party then known as the Teadrawn.

Room

party,

was accepted with a view so to

alter

the law of rating, as to enable all occupiers to be
entered on the rate-book, and so to obtain the
franchise.

The House went into Committee on the Bill,
and now commenced the real discussion on the
Mr. Gladstone's points were carried
The measure was completely
the
second.
except
turned inside out and upside down. As was said,

measure ;

all

the only words of the Bill as brought in which
passed into the Act were the first words, And
*

whereas

'
!

It

was opposed by many Conservatives,

1
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and supported by many Radicals, in the belief,
honestly entertained, that it might be so altered in
Committee as to become a good measure. The
Government conceded a ten - pound lodger
franchise, abandoned the fancy franchises, reduced
the county franchise from fifteen to ten pounds,
and raised the standard of disfranchisement in the redistribution scheme from 7,000 to 10,000, and ceded
an additional Member for Manchester, Liverpool,

These and other concessions
increased the resentment of Lord Cranbourne and
those who acted with him, who now sat below the
gangway on the Ministerial side of the House ;

and Birmingham.

General Peel observing that he must now conclude
that there was nothing less vital than a vital point,

nothing so insecure
afforded,

the

as

and nothing so

securities

the

Bill

elastic as the conscience

of a Cabinet Minister.'
I should deeply regret
Lord Cranbourne said
to find that the House of Commons has applauded
a policy of legerdemain, and I should above all
'

:

things regret that this great gift to the people, if gift
you think it, should have been purchased at the
cost of a political betrayal which has no parallel in

our Parliamentary annals, and which strikes at the
root of

all

mutual confidence.'

Mr. Lowe

was not deceived I must
have been a prophet, a character to which I have
no claim for how was it possible that I, who was
said

'

:

If I

;
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daily in confidential communication with honour-

able gentlemen opposite when they held widely
different opinions, could ever have believed that
after their declarations last year,

and accepting

from us help they could not have done without,
they would have done what they have done ? Was
it

in

thing

human
was

it

foresight to have imagined such
to

a

be conceived that right honourable
given no indications of the

gentlemen who had

extreme

facility

of changing their opinions, and

lending themselves to the arts of treachery, would,
for the sake of keeping a few of them in office for

a short time, have been prepared to
the principles,

all

the convictions,

traditions of their lives

sacrifice all

and

all

the

?'

These and other taunts which Mr. Disraeli had to
listen to,

and as severe or more so than he had

heaped upon Sir Robert Peel, were parried with his
usual dexterity, and as well as he could, he defended

and thus was passed by a
Conservative Government a Reform Bill which Mr.

the conduct of Ministers

;

Bright himself might have introduced, and which,
not satisfying to the Reform League, at least ex-

if

The Conservative party
of
their
loudly complained
betrayal, as well they

ceeded their expectations.

when they saw their so-called securities
swept away one after another, and aptly termed by
might,

Mr. Bright

The

Bill

*

the Conservative surrender.'

then came before the

House

of Lords,

1
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and
a

the

amendment they made was

principal

(known

provision

which

enacted

213

that

as

the

electors

Minority Clause)
in

constituencies

which returned three Members should only have

two

votes, thus providing for the representation of

and the clause was maintained on a

minorities,

division in the

House of Commons.

Lord Derby, who, in spite of the strong advice
of his medical attendant, was present at the third
reading in the House of Lords, acknowledged that
the measure was a great experiment, that they had
taken a leap in the dark, but expressed confidence
in the sound sense of his countrymen.

Whilst the measure was in Committee

House
mined

of

Commons,

in the

the Reform League deter-

hold a meeting in Hyde Park. Mr.
with
the concurrence of his colleagues,
Walpole,
forbade the meeting, which it was found they had
to

The

Council of the League held

their meeting, which,

though watched by a large

no right

body

to do.

of soldiers, led to no more serious result than

the pulling

down

of a few of the Park railings.

Mr. Walpole however resigned in consequence, and
Mr. Gathorne Hardy became Home Secretary in
his place.

The Budget was

Introduced on the 4th of April

;

was a surplus of
1,200,000, which was
applied in extinction of debt This plan, although
approved by Mr. Gladstone, was adversely criticized

there
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representatives of the agricultural interest,
naturally looked for relief at the hands of a

by the

who

Conservative Chancellor of the Exchequer in the
malt duties, or in some other way to their advantage.

Mr. Hardcastle's
Rates,

Bill for

the Abolition of Church

and Mr. Coleridge's

for

Bill

Abolishing

Religious Tests in the Universities, were both rejected by the Lords after second reading in the

Commons.
Parliament was prorogued on the 2ist August,
an
met again on the igth November

and

;

autumn Session being rendered

necessary,

war

King of
against
Abyssinia, to obtain the release of the Englishmen
accredited to him by the English Government,
having

been

declared

the

whom

he obstinately detained as prisoners, and to
defray the expenses of which id. was added to the

income tax.

Parliament was adjourned to the loth

of February.

The Fenian movement had now attained dangerous proportions. The trial of King and Deasey,
two officers of the Fenian army the murder of
;

Police Constable Brett,

who was

in charge of the

van which conveyed the prisoners to the gaol ; and
the attempt to blow up Clerkenwell prison by some
of their agents to release Fenians who were incarcerated there, produced a profound sensation, and
no doubt paved the way for much of the legislation

which followed during the next six or eight years.

1868.
Retirement of Lord Derby. Mr.
Fenian Agitation. Disestablishment
Church. Union of the Liberal Party. Mr.

Corrupt Practices
Disraeli

Bill.

Premier.

of the Irish

Gladstone's Resolutions as to the Irish Church.

Defeat of

Advice to the Queen. Dissolution. Maynooth Grant and Regium Donum. Scotch and Irish
Reform Bills. Bribery Bill. Mr. Gladstone's Suspensory
Ministers.

Cattle Bill

Electric Telegraphs. Budget. The Foreign
General Election. Result. Resignation of

Ministers.

Mr. Gladstone Premier.

Bill.

The

THE Session of 1868 being by adjournment from
the autumn Session of 1867, business was taken
up where it was then left. Ministers were still
face to face with an opposition far outnumbering
their supporters, but divided, and the anomaly of

government by a minority still continued. The first
measure announced in the House of Commons
was a Bill to prevent corrupt practices at Parliaand a proposal to create a Court
of
three
consisting
paid Judges to hear petitions

mentary

elections,

and appeals from Revising Barristers.
The resignation of Lord Derby from

failing
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which had been long expected, at last took
and was announced on the I2th of February

Upper House by Lord Malmesbury, and
Mr.
in the Lower House by Lord Stanley.
Disraeli was sent for, and commanded to form a
new Administration. With the exception of Lord
Chelmsford, who was succeeded in the Chancellorship by Lord Cairns, the members of the old

in

the

Cabinet remained in

became

office

Mr. Disraeli, of course,

;

Prime Minister, and

Mr.

Ward Hunt

the Chancellor of the Exchequer. Mr. Disraeli,
who had now become the recognised, as he had

been the

real chief of the Cabinet, in addressing

the House for the

first

time after his appointment,

had succeeded to the place and policy of
the Earl of Derby, and added that he would
said he

pursue a liberal policy, when the House laughed.
He then said emphatically, * a truly liberal policy/

House laughed still more loudly.
He then explained that by liberal policy he
meant one that would not shrink from any changes
at which the

f

by the wants of the age, and he would
it was our
happy lot to dwell in an
ancient and historic country, rich in traditionary
influences that are the best security for order and
liberty, and the most valuable element of our
national character and strength.' Vague phrases
required

never forget that

that might just as well have been used
Leader of the Opposition.

by the

1
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The Fenian
symptom

agitation

was

felt to

217

be the outward

of a deep-seated political cancer in Ire-

land, which would have to be eradicated.

subject was

The

brought before the House by Mr.
moving for a

in a speech of great force,

Maguire
Committee
the

affairs

to take into

of Ireland.

immediate consideration

Ministers, whilst opposing

the motion, although admitting the existence of
the evil, showed plainly they had no adequate
remedies to propose. Mr. Gladstone announced his
policy of disestablishing the Irish Church ; the
thunders of applause which followed showed that

the measure thus indicated was the necessary preliminary to other needful remedies for the pacification of the sister country, and

it

was evident

he would propose it, he would obtain the
support of the whole Liberal party. Mr. Disraeli,
that

who

if

followed him, announced his determination to
uttermost the overthrow of the Irish

resist to the

Church,

The

debate,

it

may be said, was the most
The resolution was

important of the generation.

withdrawn, but Mr. Gladstone Immediately gave
notice of resolutions to the effect that the Irish

Church as an establishment should cease to exist,
and that, pending the decision of Parliament, no

new

interests should

be created.

Lord Stanley gave

notice of an

amendment

to

the effect that, whilst modifications were expedient,
any proposition tending to Disestablishment or Dis-

2i8
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endowment should be reserved

for the

ment
At the

two divisions took

close of the debate

new

Parlia-

place, and Ministers were defeated by majorities of
60 and 56.

Mr. Disraeli at once declared that the decision

was

Ministry, and proposed a short
On reassembling, the Premier stated

fatal to his

adjournment
that he had waited on the Queen, and laid before
her the position of the Government and the
country, and he had concluded

by

telling her that

the advice which Ministers were prepared to offer
her was, that she should dissolve Parliament and

take the opinion of the country on the conduct of
the Government and on the question at issue. At
the same time, he had represented to her Majesty
that there were important occasions

on which

it

was desirable that the Sovereign should not be
embarrassed by personal claims ; and that if she
was of opinion that the question at issue could be

more

satisfactorily settled,

country better promoted,

and the

interests of the

the immediate retire-

by
ment of the present Government from

office,

they

He

had then

tendered his resignation to her Majesty,

who took

were prepared to quit her

service.

a day to consider what had been said to her, and
then announced that it was her pleasure not to
accept the resignation of her Ministers, and declared her readiness to dissolve Parliament as soon

1
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as

the

Under
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public business would permit.
these circumstances, he advised her Majesty
state

of

that, although the representatives of the existing

constituencies were no doubt as morally competent
to decide on the question of the Disestablishment

of the Irish Church as the representatives of the

new

constituencies,

still

it

was the opinion of

Ministers that every effort should be made for
appealing, if possible, to the new constituencies
;

and he

stated that

if

the Government had the

cordial co-operation of Parliament, he was advised
by those who were experienced in this matter that

would be possible to make arrangements by
which the dissolution might take place in the
coming autumn. With regard to the second and
third resolutions on the Irish Church, having disapproved of the first, he of course disapproved
it

the second and third, which he looked upon as
corollaries to the first. With a view to the despatch
of business, however, he would not enter into protracted and formal discussions upon them, though
he should offer them a hearty negative ; but he

would be happy

to devote the earliest possible

at the disposal of the

Government

day

for their con-

sideration.

Mr. Gladstone, Mr. Lowe, and Mr. Bright all
the Government

condemned the course pursued by

as unconstitutional, and contended that, after the
severe defeats they had sustained, they had no
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dissolution, but

ought at

once to have given in their resignations.
The subject was brought up on the following
day, owing to a discrepancy between the statement

made in the House of Lords by the Duke of Richmond and that made in the House of Commons
by Mr. Disraeli, who replied that, as he was the
Minister who had audience of her Majesty, his statement ought to be taken; but if any of his colleagues
elsewhere had made a different one, that colleague
should be called upon to explain the discrepancy.
The matter so passed off; and thus Mr. Disraeli,

although in a considerable minority, had the House
of Commons completely under his control, as if he

had been the Leader of a great majority; for if they
did not accept the measures which he proposed, he
could appeal to the existing constituencies, in which
case it would be necessary to appeal to the new
constituencies created by the Act, at a very early
period,

and so put members to the inconvenience

and expense of two elections. Such was the rod
which circumstances and his own dexterity had
placed within his power, and he used it with great
effect.

A motion by Mr. Aytoun, a Scotch
add a
the

rider to

Member, to

Mr. Gladstone's resolutions, that
Donum should

Maynooth Grant and Regium

be discontinued, led to strong controversy, and a
very discreditable scene took place: the matter

1

ended
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being added to the effect that the
grants should be discontinued in the proposed legisin a rider

lation, regard

During the

being had to personal
discussion,

interests.

which showed a difference

of opinion in the Liberal ranks, Ministers walked
out of the House, leaving the discussion entirely to

On

House Mr.
Disraeli quietly observed that his expectations had
been realized, and that gentlemen opposite were
their opponents.

now

his return to the

quarrelling over 'their booty/
the Scotch Reform Bill coming on for dis-

On

cussion, Mr. Baxter

moved

as an instruction to the

Committtee that the ten new Members required
should be obtained by disfranchising boroughs in

England having less than 5,000 inhabitants but as
this, if carried, would have ruthlessly swept away
the boast of the Prime Minister that he had not
;

disfranchised

a

single

borough,

Sir

Reginald

Knightley moved a counter instruction, that the
ten Members required should be taken from those

boroughs
12,000.

Scotland whose population was below
Mr. Disraeli warmly supported the latter,
in

and Mr. Gladstone the former
division,

proposition.

Ministers were defeated

On

by a majority

Of 21.

Mr. Bouverie next moved that the ratepaying
clauses of the Bill should be struck out, which

was

likewise carried against Ministers by amajority of 22.
This being fatal to what was regarded as a vital
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Ministerial

crisis

passed over as others had done.

it

Mr. Disraeli moved to report progress, and a compromise was effected.

The

Irish

Reform

Bill,

the Boundary

Bill, the Bribery
the House of
of
jurisdiction

Registration

Bill,

the

whereby the

Bill

Commons

to

try

was transferred to the Judges, in
the
of
spite
protest of Lord Chief Justice Cockburn,
were brought In and
in the name of the Bench
election petitions

carried with the utmost despatch,

it

being necessary
that these measures should pass before the dissolution took place.

Mr. Gladstone's

Suspensory

Bill

passed

the

House of Commons without much further discussion
but though assailed in the House of Lords,
was carried by 192 against 97 votes.
The Budget this year showed a considerable
deficiency, which was raised by the addition of 2d.
to the Income Tax.
A Bill enabling the Government to purchase the
;

electric

telegraphs

from the private

who owned them was

companies
and

likewise brought in

passed.

The Foreign
in the Session,

and was

Cattle

Bill,

was opposed

though introduced early
in almost

at length talked out for

time to discuss

its

every quarter,

want of

provisions.

Parliament was dissolved on July 3ist

sufficient

1
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And now commenced
by any
issued

a General Election which

excited had not been surpassed
in recent years.
The proclamation was

in the interest

it

on the nth November.

In the contest

which ensued

casualties took place.
Mr. Gladstone,
in
the
while
contest
South- West Lancashire, in

which he was unsuccessful, was still undecided,
was returned for Greenwich without expense or
Baron Rothschild was
solicitation on his part
rejected in the City of London, Mr.

J. S.

Mill at

Westminster, and Mr. Roebuck at Sheffield. The
result, however, on the whole was a decided victory
for the Opposition.
result

was the

A

remarkable feature in the

falsification

the working-men
members of their

of the prediction that

now enfranchised would return
own class to Parliament. Al-

though several were proposed, and amongst them
some very able men likely to throw much light

on the matters which would come up for disThe decussion, not one of them was returned.
of the country was beyond doubt against
Ministers, and it was calculated that they would

cision

be

in

a minority of 120.

They thought

it

their

duty to tender their resignation to her Majesty
before the opening of Parliament, and accordingly
before its meeting the Disraeli Cabinet had ceased
to exist

new

Mr. Gladstone was sent

Administration, which he had

in doing,

for to

form a

little difficulty

Lord Clarendon becoming Foreign Secre-
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Few
one now

tary and Lord Granville Colonial Secretary.

Governments were more popular than the

formed, owing mainly to the presence in it of Mr*
Gladstone and Mr. Bright, who held the office of
President of the Board of Trade, and great expectations were formed

of what

it

was destined to

accomplish.

Parliament reassembled on the

nth December,

and proceeded to elect a Speaker, in which there
was no contest and the necessary formal business
;

being concluded, both Houses adjourned until the
1 6th

February,

1869.
The

Irish

Church

The Budget. The Irish Church
The Lords' Amendments. Compro-

Bill.

Bill in the Lords.

mise. Mr. Gladstone's Health.
Session.

Other Measures of the

IN the Speech from the Throne, the forthcoming
Church

Irish

was referred

Bill

to,

and various

important items of legislation promised,
amongst them Poor Law Bills, an Endowed School
other

Bill,

a University Tests

Bill,

and a Bankruptcy

Bill.

The Irish Church Bill, which was of course the
measure of the Session, was promised on the
ist of March, on which day Mr. Gladstone introduced it in a speech of three hours' duration, which
Mr, Disraeli described as eloquent, full, adequate,
and not containing one unnecessary word. The
plan unfolded by the Premier was to the following
1

effect

:

That on the ist of January, 1871, the Irish
Church should cease to be recognised by
the State.

On

the second reading of the measure, the
technical

disendowment was

to

commence.
15
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the Irish Ecclesi-

come to an end,
and be succeeded by a new Commission,
Commission was

astical

to

which was to carry out the transition from
the present Church to that of a free

During the transitional
period no new interests were to be created.

Episcopal Church.

The Crown was

to resign the right of appointing

Irish Bishops,

and

their seats in the

Irish Bishops

were to lose

House of Lords.

A governing body, representing clergy and laity,
was

to

Queen

The

be elected and
in

Council.

Irish Ecclesiastical Courts
ished,

approved by the

were to be abol-

and the Ecclesiastical

Law was

to

remain provisionally
compact, until

A

it

in force, on a voluntary
should be altered by the

Church itself.
more able and eloquent debate than that

"which ensued probably never took place in the
House of Commons. Mr. Disraeli declared that

the opinion of the Opposition remained unchanged,
but that under the circumstances Mr. Gladstone

ought to be at liberty to introduce the measure
and on his advice its introduction was not op;

posed.
On the second reading, which was fixed for the
1 8th March, Mr. Disraeli delivered a very forcible

and eloquent speech

in

moving that the

Bill

be
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read a second time that day six months. Mr.
Bright surpassed himself in the sincerity and
earnestness with which he supported the Bill, and

which made as great an impression as anything
that was ever heard in the House, and concluded

by claiming

for

the support of the

it

Being, as being in accordance with His
attributes of truth, justice,

Palmer,

who had

Supreme
glorious

and mercy. Sir Roundell

lefused the Chancellorship

owing

to difference of opinion on this question between
him and the rest of the Cabinet, gained the attention which his high character and great abilities
commanded, and urged that the grievance which

he

fully

admitted

might be met without confisca-

of the property of

tion

the Church.

He was

answered by Sir John Coleridge, the SolicitorGeneral then followed Dr. Ball, Mr. Lowe, and
Mr. Gathorne Hardy's speech, which was
others.
one of great eloquence and force, and \\hich was
;

more loudly applauded by his party than that of any

Member of the
was common to the

other

Opposition, had the fault which
rest of his party, namely, that

they had no alternative remedy to offer. Mr. Gladstone wound up the debate, and on a division,
Ministers were supported by a majority of 118 in a

House.

The numbers were

but they
likewise showed a recognition by the whole Liberal
party of Mr. Gladstone's leadership and their

full

decisive,

entire confidence in their leaders.

152
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was a change

in

recess,
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Easter

Budget, the

the time and

of collecting the taxes, which enabled

him

to increase a surplus of ^"32,000 only into one of
more than three millions, out of which he proposed

expenses of the Abyssinian War,,
which had cost nine millions ; to remove id. from

to

off the

pay

the income tax, the is. Protective duty on corn, and
some of the assessed taxes. It did not, although

admitted to be an excellent Budget, excite nearly
the same amount of interest as the previous ones
of Mr. Gladstone and Mr. Disraeli.

The

Church Bill took
somewhat
May,
dreary debate,
and was carried by a majority of 114; it was then
sent to the House of Lords, and it fell to the lot of
Lord Granville to explain its provisions to their
third reading of the Irish

place on

lordships.

after a

1st

The

which attached

interest

to

its

passage through that House was augmented by
the presence of the Irish prelates, who, if it passed
into law,

would lose their

seats.

The Archbishop

of Canterbury expressed his opinion with

a dignity

and moderation which did him honour, and although
not approving of the Bill in its present shape
hoped that it might be fairly considered, and so

amended

as to be

made

a good measure.

In the

debate which followed, Lord Derby addressed for
the last time the House of which he was so con-
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spicuous an ornament, and even those who differed
most from him did homage to his talents, sincerity,

and consistency. My lords/ said he, with the feeble
remnants of a voice which once resounded through
'

that House,

'

I

am

an old

man

past the allotted

space of threescore years and ten, and if it be for
the last time that I have the honour of addressing

your

lordships,

declare that

I

dying day a satisfaction that
lift

up

my

I

it

will

be to

my

have been able to

voice against a measure, the political

impolicy of which

equalled only by its moral
He lived to witness the passing of the
iniquity.'
but
not
to watch its operation, and died on
Bill,
is

the 23rd October following, in the seventy-second
year of his age.

The discussion was carried on with great ability.
The two English Archbishops stood near the
Throne, and looked on while the division took
The Archbishop of Dublin with 13 English
place.

and 2

Irish bishops voted against it ; one prelate
the
only,
Bishop of St David's, voting in its favour.
The division took place igth June, and was carried

by a majority of
freely

33.

In Committee the Bill was

amended, the amendments

in the

main being

designed to give better terms to the disestablished

and disendowed Church, and

relegating the dis-

posal of the surplus until another Session. In the
opinion of the Archbishop of Canterbury it was

made a good

Bill

;

but

it

was hardly to be expected
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House of Commons would accept the
whole or many of the amendments introduced by
their lordships, and the chances of the Bill passing
were still uncertain. On the third reading, Lord
Redesdale handed in a protest from Lord Derby.
Meantime considerable agitation was got up in the

that the

country in favour of the Bill as it originally stood,
and against the action of the House of Lords and
;

meetings condemnatory of the action of their lordships were held at Manchester, Edinburgh, Leeds,
Sheffield,

On

and other

places.

came back to the
House of Commons, and Mr. Gladstone announced
which of the Lords' amendments the Government
would agree to, and the Government propositions
were maintained in division by considerable mathe

1

5th July the Bill

jorities.

The consideration by the Lords of the Commons*
amendments was charactererized by much warmth
of discussion, and culminated in a speech from
Lord Winchelsea, who spoke nonsense till his
friends pulled him down
and in the division
the amendments made in the preamble, and dis;

agreed to by the Commons, were restored by a
majority of 78. Lord Granville at once moved the

adjournment of the debate, to consider the course
Government would adopt; but two days

the

afterwards he announced that a conference had

been held by Lord Cairns and himself, and that
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terms of compromise had been agreed to. In truth,
more to save the honour of the Upper House than to
alter the measure, the

proposed terms were gladly
accepted by the Lords, who were only too anxious to
escape from the responsibility which the rejection
of the measure would have entailed on them
thus the
protest

Bill passed, not,

;

and

however, without a formal

Tuam on

the part of the

Commons Mr.

Gladstone ex-

by the Bishop

of

Protestants of Ireland.

In the House of

plained the nature of the compromise come to, the
effect of which would be that an additional charge
of a quarter of a million would be thrown on the

fund at the disposal of the Commissioners. He
congratulated all parties, especially Lords Granin which they had
and
compromise,
expressed an
negotiated
earnest hope that the new Disestablished Church
would develop qualities which it had not previville

and Cairns, on the way
the

ously displayed, that a new career would be open
before her, and that God would speed her on in her

high mission.

Sir Roundell

Palmer expressed his
was settled, and Mr-

satisfaction that the question

Disraeli

silenced

the

murmurs of his party by
come to was wise,

declaring that the compromise

well considered, and conciliatory; and on the
26th of July the Bill received the Royal Assent.

Thus passed probably the

largest

and most im-

portant measure ^which was ever introduced into
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The enormous labour

attached to such a measure, devolving chiefly upon
the Premier, was the cause of a break-down in his
health,

and consequent absence from the House of
Nevertheless other measures passed

Commons.

Assessed Rating
did
with
an
which
Act,
irritating grievance
away
a new Bankruptcy Bill and an Act for the aboli-

this Session, as, for instance, the

;

;

tion

of imprisonment for debt, coupled with im-

prisonment

for fraud

;

an Endowed School

Bill,

the

vanguard of a larger measure of education which
was shortly to come a Cattle Disease Bill ; and a
;

Bill for the repeal of the fire insurance duties.

\vas the occasion of

much comment

that the

It
first

Parliament elected after so large an extension of
the franchise, described by its author as a leap in
the dark, should, in its first Session, have laboured
so diligently as to falsify all predictions of its revolutionary character.

Parliament was prorogued on the

nth August.

1870.
The

Irish Land Bill.
The Education Bill
Religious
War between France and Germany. The
Teaching.
Budget. Competitive Examination for the Civil Service.

The Army and
IT was well

the Royal Prerogative.

understood

that

the

Government

intended to follow up their Irish Church Bill
with one even more difficult, namely, the Irish
Land Question.
Parliament met on the loth
of February, and It was announced in the Speech
from the Throne that a proposal would be made to

amend

the laws relating to the
occupation and acquisition of land in Ireland, in a
manner adapted to the peculiar circumstances of

the Legislature to

1

the country., and calculated to bring about improved relations between the classes concerned in
Irish agriculture, which, collectively, constituted
the great bulk of the nation.
Bill for an enlargement on a comprehensive scale of the means

A

of national education, and various other measures of
difficulty and importance were also promised, which

caused Mr. Bright humorously to describe the task
undertaken by Ministers as an attempt to drive
six omnibuses abreast through Temple Bar but his
;
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colleague, Mr. Forster, suggested that the six omni-

buses might safely follow one another, though
events showed that ilr. Bright was the truer
prophet of the two.

The Land

Bill

was introduced on the i5th of

February, and the following is a summary of its
main provisions
The enlargement of the power of limited owners
Assistance
in regard to both lease and rate.
:

by means of

loans

of public

money to

occupiers disposed to purchase cultivated

lands

in

willing to

their

possession, were landlords

sell.

by means of loans to prefor
waste
land
cultivation, by mating
pare
roads and necessary buildings, and to assist

Facilities to landlords

purchasers of reclaimed lands upon security
of buyer and seller. These transactions to-

be managed by a Board of Works in Dublin,
As to occupation, the new law to be administered
Bill

The

by a Court of Arbitration and a Civil

Court, with an

appellate jurisdiction
consisting of three judges of assize.
Ulster custom, where it existed, to be con-

verted

into

customs to

Law

Holdings, under

be legalized

restriction that the tenant

other

the

might claim the

them only when disturbed by
landlord, or if he had not been evicted

benefit of
his

subject

to
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for

non-payment of

rent, or
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had not sublet

without his landlord's consent.

Arrears of

rent and

damages done by tenants might be
pleaded by the landlord as a set-off, and the
landlord might bar the pleading of such
custom by granting a lease for not less than
31 years.

A scale was fixed of damages for evictions where
buildings

were

not

connected

with any

If above

custom.

^30 a year, parties might
contract themselves out of scale of damages
on the landlord granting a 31 years' lease
and undertaking to execute necessary
improvements.

For the purpose of promoting improvements,,
advances were to be

made

to landlords to

enable them to defray charges raised against
them, in case of tenants retiring by any act

of their own.

As to

lands under lease, a landlord might exempt
his lands from being subject to any custom

except the Ulster, provided he agreed to
give his tenant a lease for 3 1 years.

Notice to quit was to be for twelve months instead
of six, and date from last day of current
year,

and have a

The county
rate,

by

2s. 6d.

stamp.

be assimilated to the poor
every new tenancy to be paid

cess to

and

in

landlord and tenant in moieties.
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Mr. Gladstone freely admitted that they were
far from believing it to be a perfect measure, and
in

faith cordially invited all parties to

good

concur

making it so that it should be a great gift to Ireland, and that it might be a means of putting an end
to grievances and sufferings so long associated
with the tenure of land in that country. Mr. G.
In

Hardy, who,

in the

absence of Mr. Disraeli, acted

as Conservative Leader, promised that his party
would approach the measure with the single object

of making

it just,

practical,

and

7

conciliator}

;

and

was generally considered that the Bill grappled
with the Irish difficulty in a bold and statesman-

it

like

The

manner.

Bill

was read a second time

without opposition. To gix'e time for the consideration of amendments in Committee, which

morning sittings were taken, but no
material alteration was made in the Bill.

numbered
In the

300,

House

of

Lords

it

svas

read a

first

and

second time without opposition.
Several amendments were made in Committee, to which, with one

Government and the House of Commons acceded, and so the Bill became law.
The Education Bill was introduced by Mr.

exception, the

and by

proposed to secure that
efficient school provision should be provided in
every district in England, the districts to be the
Forster,

civil

parishes,

there was

it

it

\vas

and so long as

sufficient

primary

it

was found that

secular

education
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the district would be
to be granted

let alone.

according to the
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Government aid
standard which

Parliament should set up. Inspection to be compulsory and without any denominational conditions,

and with provisions for compulsory attendance of
children; and a conscience clause to be attached to
every school as a condition of a grant
The measure was very favourably received, and
the chief struggle that occurred in its passage
through the House was on the subject of religious

teaching in rate-supported schools.
opinions prevailed
1.

That

2.

The reading

3.

That

Three

different

:

distinct

dogmatic teaching should be

al-

lowed.
of the Bible only.

instruction should be exclusively secular.

The argument

of those

who

held the latter view

was that the duty of imparting religious instruction was with the parents of the children, who
could impart what religious views they thought fit
to their children.

After a long discussion, Government accepted
the motion of Mr. Cowper Temple to exclude all
catechisms and

distinctive dogmatic formularies
from schools supported by rates, and to place
voluntary schools under the Committee of Council,
making an increase in their grants and grants
;

towards the erection of new schools were to cease

23 S
after
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the adoption of the
carried, the denominational

By

mothn, which was
system was continued, but not extended. Religious
inspection was withdrawn, and religious instruction permitted under certain regulations, but was
not in any case to be enforced on the child of an
objecting parent.

These two great measures occupied nearly the
v;hole of the attention of Parliament

;

but the latter

part of the Session was almost exclusively devoted
to the efforts of Ministers to avert the war which

had now broken out between France and Germany,
and which brought upon the former country such
unparalleled disaster.

On

when war was declared, Lord
Granville had been but a few months In office,
and had been told by the permanent Undersecretary on taking office that the world had never
the

1

5th July,

been so profoundly at peace

a statement as to the

human institutions oft quoted.
The revenueof the past year was over 75,000,000,

mutability of

the largest

amount ever

raised.

Owing

to

re-

Army, Navy and Civil Service
estimates, there was a surplus shown for the
coming year of over 4,000,000, which Mr. Lowe

ductions in the

applied in the reduction of stamp duties connected
with agriculture, insurance and bills of exchange ;
to the abolition of the impressed

stamp upon news-

papers, reducing the inland postage of newspapers
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to id,

reduction of the passenger tax on
railways

;

id. in
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the

off the

pound

income tax

;

;

and by a

reduction of the sugar duties, giving effect to Air.
Bright's

By an
it

scheme of a

free breakfast-table.

order in Council dated gth June this year,

was directed that

situations in

except the

all

all

civil

appointments on entering
departments of the State,

Foreign Office and posts requiring

professional knowledge, should be filled

by open

competition; thus the system of competitive ex-

amination reached
Civil

Service was

its full

development, the whole

throun open, and candidates

stripped of every adventitious advantage.

Another change
the army.

also took place with regard to

Ministers

recommended that the Royal

prerogative whereby tradition governed the

army

should be abolished, and the General Commandingin-Chief be declared to be a subordinate of the

Minister of War.

shown

Her Majesty,

\A

ho has always

herself loyally in accordance with the wishes

of her Parliament, thus proved herself as ready
to adopt concessions on this as on other occasions.

1871.
The Franco-German War.

Russia and the Black Sea
Treaty. Increase of Armaments. Promotion by Purchase. Measure of Mr. Card well. Opposition in the
The
Lords.
Budget.
Royal Warrant cancelled.

Match Tax Excitement Withdrawal. University Tests
Trades Union Bill. Local Government Bill.

Bill.

Ballot.

Illness

of the Prince of Wales.

PARLIAMENT re-assembled on the gth February.
By this time an armistice had been agreed upon
between the French and the Germans, who had
completely invested Paris, and the conduct of the
Government in reference to the dispute gave rise
to

much

criticism.

Sir Robert Peel dwelt, amidst

the loud laughter of the House, upon the frequency
with which the word venture was to be found in
'

'

the despatches of the Government, and contrasted
their deferential tone to the spirited one adopted

by Lord Palmerston in his foreign despatches.
ease with which the Germans had overcome
the armies of France had no doubt created an
uneasy feeling, and a general desire was expressed

The

in Parliament that

our forces, if inferior

in

numbers,

should at least be equal in efficiency to those of
Continental nations.

Parliamentary History.
Meantime Russia

by

tunity presented

and Germany

to

availed herself of the opporthe conflict between France

declare herself

free

from the

obligation forced upon her by the Treaty of 1856,
not to have more than six ships of war in the

Black Sea, and those of small size. The matter
referred to a Conference of European Powers

was
in

London, by

some

whom

the question, which created

the time, was quietly settled, by
abrogating the stipulation in the treaty, and allowing Turkey to open the Dardanelles and the Bosstir

at

phorus to ships of friendly Powers.
Ministers, finding themselves unable to withstand
the prevalent feeling in favour of an increase of

our armaments, announced their intention to
propose an addition to the army estimates of nearly
three

millions,

and

availed

themselves

of

the

opportunity thus offered to carry out a muchneeded military reform, the first step in which was
the abolition of the system of promotion by purchase, by means of which the longest purse would
avail against the

6th

most
Mr.

brilliant genius.

On

Card well

February
measure, which provided
1

the

his
brought
for the substitution of
in

for that of purchase, and for
of
our
a reorganization
forces, including the regular
army, the militia, the reserves, and the volunteers.

promotion by merit

The opposition
made it evident

with which the measure was met
that the whole scheme could not

16
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be carried in the Session, and

it
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was accordingly

confined to the abolition of purchase.

Mr. Card-

well reminded his military obstructionists that the

over-regulation prices paid for commissions were
was carried
illegal, and that if their opposition

much

further the law

had the desired

would be enforced this hint
and the measure soon after
;

effect,

passed by a majority of 231.

Notwithstanding

this, it

was decided

at a

meeting

held at the Carlton Club that the measure should

House of Lords, and the Duke
moved to postpone the Bill till
the Government was before
of
the whole scheme

be opposed
of

in the

Richmond

there

them, thus requiring Ministers to pass the Bill in
the form in which it was first introduced, and the
resolution was carried by a majority of 23.
The
joy with which this was received by the military
opponents of the Bill was but short-lived for two
;

days afterwards, both Houses being crowded to
hear the course Ministers would take, Lord Gran-

Upper House, and Mr. Gladstone in
House of Commons, pointed out that the

r
x ille in

the

the

success of the

Duke

of Richmond's resolution did

not necessitate the loss of the

Bill,

but only

postponement, and that any peer might

still

its

move

the second reading of it ; but that purchase being
legalized not by statute but by Royal warrant, the

Government had advised the Queen to cancel the
warrant, and consequently purchase would be
abolished on the 1st November.
triumphant

A

i87i-l
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Commons on

chief object of the Bill

this

had

been effected

purchase created by one exercise of
the Royal prerogative was abolished by another
and the Bill now became one for compensating
officers for their losses.

placed in

The House

of Lords were

a most ridiculous situation.

They

cen-

sured the Ministers by a majority of So, which
most people laughed at, but quietly passed the Bill.
The Budget proposed by Mr. Lowe this year was
After stating
very unacceptable to the House.
that he had a deficiency to provide for of over
2,000,000, he proposed to raise it by altering and
increasing the death duties, t.e. } probate, legacy, and
succession, by assessing the income tax by a per-

centage instead of a fixed number of pence in the
pound as heretofore, and by a tax on lucifer
matches.

Each of the

propositions raised a storm

of opposition, especially the last ; thousands of
poor persons from the east of London, principally
girls, came

to Westminster and importuned

not to interfere

Members

with their small and precarious

in-

comes, and presented a petition to the House to
the same effect, which was favourably received. In
deference to the general feeling of the House, the
proposed tax was withdrawn, also the proposal to
deal with the death duties and the income tax, and
the deficiency was raised by the addition of another
id. to the income tax.
16

2
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other measures passed this Session
must be noted the University Tests Bill, notwith-

Among the

standing an effort on the part of Lord Salisbury to
substitute a new test in the place of the one proposed to be abrogated. The Trades' Union Act,

based on the recommendations of the Commissioners appointed to inquire into the questions in

dispute between employers and employed, and the
Local Government Act, which extended to small

and

to\\ns

the

cities

tions, also

A

villages the advantages

possessed by

and boroughs having municipal corporabecame law.

provide for vote by ballot was passed
in the House of Commons; but it was rejected
Bill to

by the House of Lords on the ground that it was
brought before them at a period of the Session too
late to

An

admit of

being duly considered by them.
Act was passed this Session to protect the
its

goods of lodgers against distress for rent due to
the superior landlord.

The very

serious illness of the Prince of

Wales

occurred in the autumn of this year, and the thanksgiving service on his recovery was held at St. Paul's
Cathedral on the 2/th February, 1872, at which
the Queen and Prince and the rest of the Royal
family attended.
An annuity of

a year and a dowry
of
30,000 were granted to the Princess Louise
on her marriage with the Marquis of Lome.
6,000

1872.
Sir Robert Collier. Ewelme Rectory.
Mr. Dixon's Resolutions on the Education Act. Sir C. Dilke's Motion on the
Civil List.
Mr. Brace's Mines Regulation Act. Budget.
7
Sir M. Lopes Motion as to Local Taxation. Ballot

Publicans.

Changes

ON

Alabama

Claims.

Treaty of Washington.

in Cabinet.

Parliament reassembling, Mr. William Henry

Bouverle Brand was elected Speaker in the place
of Mr. Evelyn Denison, who was raised to the peerage under the title of Viscount Ossington. One of
the

first

matters to which attention was directed

was the appointment of

Sir Robert Collier, the

Attorney-General, to be one of the judges of the
new Court of Appeal of the Privy Council : exception was taken to the

manner of

his appointment.

The

statute provided that the judges should be
selected from the ordinary judges of the Court, and

to give Sir Robert Collier the necessary qualification he was appointed first to a vacant judgeship of
the Court of Common Pleas and then transferred
It was urged on the part of
the Government that the appointment in question

to the Privy Council.
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two of the judges and had been
refused by them, and that to hawk it about further
would be to degrade the office. No objection was

had been

offered to

taken on the ground of the unfitness of Sir Robert.
Votes of censure were proposed in both Houses in
:

the

Commons

and

in the

Ministers obtained a majority of 27,
Upper House a majority of 2 only.

A similar charge of

evasion of statutory law was

brought against Mr. Gladstone in reference to his
appointment of the Rev. Mr. Harvey to the Rectory

The

of Ewelme.

statute provided that the rector

of the parish should be a

member

of the Oxford

Mr. Harvey, who was educated at
was
made a member of the Oxford ConCambridge,
There was no
vocation to satisfy the statute.
Convocation

;

doubt that the framers of the statute intended that
an Oxford man should be appointed, but it was
evident that the letter of the requirements of the
statute

had been complied with

;

after

much angry

discussion, however, the matter dropped.
Mr. Dixon moved a vote of censure on the Ele-

mentary Education Act

in a series of resolutions,

general election

Act to secure the
of School Boards, and censuring

the use of public

money for teaching denominational

complaining of the failure of the

religion.

Mr. Forster met the motion by an amendment
that sufficient time had not elapsed since the
passing of the Act to allow of a judgment being passed

on

it,
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pointing out that,

if

the resolutions were

would be necessary to pass a new Act
carried,
this year, and that the whole system would be
thereby thrown into confusion. The motion was
it

negatived by 355 to 94 votes. Mr. Forstef s amendment thus became a substantive question, and was
carried

by 323

to 98.

A discreditable scene
Commons on

occurred in the House of

a motion

by Sir Charles Dilke,
seconded by Mr. Auberon Herbert, for inquiry
into the civil list.
Lord Bury rose to put a question of privilege, and referring to a speech

by

Sir

Charles at Newcastle, wherein he declared he was

a Republican, asked whether his oath of allegiance
did not require from him a repudiation of this
declaration.

The Speaker

was no part of his duty
to say what was consistent with a member's oath,
and Sir Charles proceeded with his motion.
ruled that

it

Mr. Gladstone immediately rose and answered
him, and reproaching him with some warmth for his
careless investigation into his facts, asked the

House

to divide without further discussion.

Mr. Herbert, rising to second the motion, was met
with ceaseless interruptions.
Members left the House, attempts to count the

House and motions

adjournment were made,
strangers were excluded, cock-crowing and disorder

ensued.

for

Ultimately

the

House

divided
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on the motion, which found two supporters only,
besides the two tellers.
very useful Act was brought in by Mr. Bruce

A

and passed,

for the regulation of mines,

which pro-

vided for an increase in the number of inspectors
and an enlargement of their powers, and, in accord-

ance with the precedent of the Merchant Shipping
Act, managers were required to obtain from a public

and

it

likewise provided that, as wages were dependent

on

the quantity of output, it should be computed
weight and not by measure.

by

department a

certificate of

competency

;

On

the Budget, Mr. Lowe was able to show a
surplus of nearly ^4,000,000, out of which 2d. in
the pound was taken off the income tax, and the

duty on coffee reduced one-half.
Ministers suffered a decisive defeat on a motion

by

Sir

Massey Lopes on the

which

subject of local taxa-

tion,
year took the form of a resolution,
declaring that, in remedying the grievance of imposing taxation for national objects on one de-

scription

this

of property, the ratepayers in counties

and boroughs ought to be relieved in whole or in
part from the charges for administration of justice,
police,

On
the

and

lunatics.

the division the resolution was carried against
to 159, or by a majority

Government by 259

of 100.

Next came the question of

the ballot or secret

249
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voting a subject that had been continually brought
forward since 1815, and even as early as 1798 was
discussed in the

House of Commons,

resolutions

series

by Mr

moved

we

and, as

have seen, was the subject of a long

of

Grote

successively
afterwards by Mr. Berkeley,
and was one of the main points of the people's

the historian, and

charter.

Both Lord John Russell and Mr. Glad-

stone had opposed it, but the evidence brought out
before a Committee of the House of Commons, of

which Lord Hartington was chairman, convinced
many of its opponents of its necessity, and it was
this year passed

by both Houses, the Lords

insert-

ing a provision that it should expire in 1880, unless
renewed. The Bill likewise abolished public nomination of candidates, and declarations of the result

of the polling
order,

formalities fruitful of riot

and admittedly utterly

and

dis-

useless.

The publicans were also dealt with
The agitation of the United Kingdom

this Session,

Alliance had

was passed whereby
the power of granting or refusing licenses was
under certain regulations left to the magistracy,

been so successful that a

Bill

and while protecting publicans from vexatious
appeals, it directed that a register should be kept
of offences committed in public-houses, increased

the penalties for drunkenness, provided securities
against the adulteration of intoxicating liquors, and

shortened the hours during which public-houses were
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to be open both on Sundays and week-days. The
resentment of the publicans against Ministers for

passing this useful measure was conspicuously
manifested at the next General Election, and was

no doubt a factor

in

placing the Conservatives in

office.

Government
arising under the Treaty of Washington had been
the subject of negotiations between the two

The

claims of the United States

and the questions arising out of the
negotiations having been satisfactorily arranged,

countries,

arbitrators

were appointed, according to the stipuwho were to be governed by

lations of the treaty,

certain rules of international duty laid

down and

defined, and which in future were to be held binding between the two countries. This country was

represented by Lord Chief Justice Cockburn. The
decision of the tribunal thus appointed was against
this country.

failed

down

It

was held that Great Britain had

by the rules laid
Alabama and the Florida,

in the duties prescribed

in the cases of

the

but that in the cases of five other ships she had not
failed, and 8 15, 000,000, or about
3,000,000 sterling,

was awarded to the United States as compensation
in satisfaction of all claims, the result

being duly

communicated to Parliament.
Changes in the Ministry took place this year
Mr. Childers became Chancellor of the Duchy of
:

Lancaster in the place of Lord Dufferin,

who was

1872.]
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appointed Governor-General of Canada, and Sir
Roundell Palmer, under the title of Lord Selborne,
was appointed Lord Chancellor, on Lord Hatherley
resigning the Great Seal in consequence of an infirmity of eyesight

The

Judicature Act. University Education in Ireland.
Rejection of the Government Measure. Resignation of
Ministers. Mr. Disraeli declines to form an Administra-

tion.

Mr. FawDuke of EdinThe Bath
Re-elections.

The Gladstone Cabinet resumes
Budget Marriage

cetf s Tests Bill

burgh.

Changes

in

Cabinet.

Office.

of

Letter.

DISCONTENT
prevalent,

with

the

and displayed

several electoral contests

and which resulted
notably

that

meeting

of

of

in

Government was now
itself in

the result of

occurring at this time,
Conservative 'victories/

Liverpool, shortly

Parliament,

where

before

Mr.

Torr,

the

a

Conservative, was elected by a majority of 1,912
votes over his Liberal opponent, Mr. Caine.
The Session, the fifth of the Gladstone Ministry,

was opened on the 6th February, and in the
speech from the Throne two leading measures were
announced one being for the settlement of the
:

question of University Education in Ireland ; the
other the formation of a Supreme Court of Judicainvolving a revision of our entire judicial
system ; and as the latter became law and the
ture,

1
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former did not, a brief notice of its leading features
must here be given. It was based on the report of
a Commission moved for by Sir Roundell Palmer in
1 869, and it
proposed to unite in one great tribunal
the higher Courts of Justice in the country
to
and
economize
distribute, without regard to artificial
all

;

and antiquated divisions, the whole judicial business,
and to put an end to the distinction between
law and equity, so productive of vexatious delay
and extravagant expense, and whereby suitors
were

sent

from court

to

court

without being

able to obtain a decision in their cases,

The

office

of Lord Chief Justice was to continue, but those of
Lord Chief Justice of the Common Pleas and

Lord Chief Baron of the Exchequer were not to
be filled up when next vacant. The Bill also aimed
at the reform of the appellate jurisdiction of the

House of Lords

;

but as this portion of the meait need not be here further

sure was not carried,
noticed.

The

other measure, though not carried, requires
a more lengthy notice. It was the sequel to the

great measures passed for the disestablishment of the
Irish Church and for the settlement of the Irish

land question, and being deemed by Ministers to
be the last of the social and religious grievances of
Ireland, the

Government staked

their

existence

upon the measure. As the title of the Bill indicated, it was only intended to deal with the
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was thus described on

object

to create a

new University

in

Dublin, no longer, as at present, identified with
Trinity College, but of which that college, together

with others already in existence or thereafter to be
brought into existence, should form a part ; each

new University on a

standing in reference to the

on which the Colleges at

footing similar to that

Oxford and Cambridge stood

to their respective

Universities, except so far as the peculiar circum-

stances of Ireland and the preponderance of the

Roman

Catholic

would

religion

render

special

a provision for excluding
from the new University the teaching of theology
and of mental and moral philosophy, but the holding
safeguards necessary

e.g.,

of voluntary examinations on those subjects.

Mr. Gladstone's speech on the

first

reading of the

was so able and argumentative that it was
almost supposed that the Bill would receive
Bill

universal support

came

When, however,

to be considered,

it

its

provisions

was seen that

it

would

the opposition of the Irish Roman
Catholic hierarchy on the one hand, and that of
the Protestants on the other.
Amongst the

encounter

spokesmen

of the

latter

who

again embarrassed

the

measure on

tants

did

not

the

want

was

Mr.

Horsman,

his

party by opposing
ground that the Protes-

it,

and that the Catholics
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refused to accept

it.

When

the

House divided on

the second reading, the numbers were

For the second reading

:

.

.

.

Against
Majority against the Government
It

284
287
3

.

having been distinctly stated that the Govern-

ment would stand

or

fall by their measure, they at
once resigned their offices, and Mr. Disraeli was sent
for to form an Administration, but he declined to

do

so.

There was something almost pathetic
Disraeli's reasons for not attempting to

Administration.

c

I

know well/ said

c

he,

in

Mr.

form an

and those

me know

well, what will occur when a
Ministry takes office and attempts to carry on
Government with a minority during the Session,

around

with the view of ultimately appealing to the people.

A right hon. gentleman will come down and arrange
thumbscrews and instruments of torture, and we
shall never ask for a vote without a lecture, and

his

perform the most routine office of
Government without there being annexed to it

we

shall never

some pedantic and ignominious
no/ and
I

cheers.) 'I

know from

(' No,
wish to express nothing but what

painful personal experience.

observation of the kind
divest

me

condition.'

of the painful

I

No

have encountered could

memory

;

I

wish

it

could/
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Mr. Gladstone, though weary with the labours of
an office the conscientious discharge of the duties
of which had seriously impaired his health, out of
a feeling of loyalty to the Queen, consented to

remain

The
set

in office.

Irish

Government University

Bill

being thus

aside, a measure introduced by Mr, Fawcett

for the abolition of tests in the existing University

was

carried.

The Budget was not of an ambitious character.
There had been a deficient harvest, yet such was the
marvellous prosperity of the country at this time
There were
that there was a surplus of 4,746,000

we had been cast by the
Geneva to provide for, amounting to
which had to be paid by October ist

the damages in which
arbitrators at
3,200,000,
at

in gold

pay half of
surplus

;

Mr. Lowe proposed to

Washington.
this,

1,600,000, out

to take off half the duty

of this year's

on sugar

which

the Chancellor of the Exchequer described as the
delight of children and the solace of age requiring
another 1,600,000 ; and to take id. off the income

His propositions were accepted.
The Public Debt, he told his audience, on the

tax.

April, 1869, amounted
ist April, 1873, it was

to

;

On

the ist

805,480,000

785,800,0000.

April, 1869, the Exchequer balance at the

of England was
1873,

it

was

4,707,000

11,992.000.

;

on the

The income

ist

on the

1st

tax,

Bank
April,

when
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imposed by Sir Robert Peel
every penny ^728,000

penny

^"1,750,000.

would yield

as

much

in

257

1842, yielded for

now

yielded for every
Threepence in the pound now
as a tax of 7^d. in the days of
;

it

Sir Robert Peel.

On the marriage of the Duke of Edinburgh with
the only daughter of the Czar of Russia, Parliament voted an annual grant of ^"10,000, to be
on the Duke and Duchess during the life of
Royal Highness, and ^6,000 a year to the
Duchess in the event of her surviving her husband
settled

his

;

the ^"lopoo making, with the ;i 5,000 granted to
the Duke on his coming of age, .25,000 a year.
The grant was opposed at the instance of Mr. P.

A.

Taylor,

The

who found only seventeen

loss

Government

supporters.
of prestige and influence which the
had suffered owing to their defeat on

Education Bill severely paralyzed its
Mr. Gladstone, with the view of obtaining
a more united band of supporters, took upon him-

the

Irish

action.

selfj in

addition to the office of First Lord of the

Treasury, that of Chancellor of the Exchequer
Mr. Lowe was transferred to the Home Office ; Mr.
;

Bright re-entered the Cabinet as Chancellor of the
Duchy of Lancaster and Dr. Lyon Playfair and
;

Mr. Vernon Harcourt

'

(the

Historicus' of the Times)

also became members of the Government supplying
the vacancies consequent upon the acceptance by
Sir

John Coleridge of the Chief

Justiceship of the
17
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Pleas and of the Mastership of the Rolls

George

Jessel.

gone against the
Government, noticeably those where appointments
to the Peerage or Judicial offices had been made.
Several

had

by-elections

these, some fifteen in number, the Government could only set victories at Bath and Taunton

Against

;

the success at the former place being said to be the
result of the celebrated Bath letter of Mr. Disraeli

Lord Grey and Wilton, who had expressed to
him his confidence in another Conservative success.
The letter was as follows

to

:

'

MY DEAR
c

I

GREY,

am much obliged

It is

most

has

the

you for your Bath news.
a constituency
only leading but

It is rare

interesting.

opportunity

to

of not

sustaining public opinion at a critical period. This
has been the high fortune of the people of Bath,

and they have proved themselves worthy of it by
their spirit and
I cannot doubt
constancy.
they will continue their patriotic course by supporting Mr. Forsyth, an able and accomplished man,

who

do honour to his constituents.

For nearly
the
Ministers
have
harassed
years
present
every trade, worried every profession, and assailed
will

five

or

menaced every

property

in

and species of
Occasionally they have

class institution

the country.

varied this state of civil warfare

by perpetrating

1873.]
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some job which outraged

public opinion, or by
into
mistakes
which
have been always
stumbling
discreditable and sometimes ruinous.
All this they
call

a policy, and seem quite proud of

country has,

I

think,

but the

its mind to
and blundering.

Ever yours

carried

close

sincerely,
(

The measures

;

made up

this career of plundering
f

it

B. DISRAELI.'

by the Government had

been frequently designated by the Opposition as
harassing legislation/ until Mr. Bright on one

*

occasion told the Conservative party that if they
had been in the Desert they would have called the

Ten Commandments
tion

j'

c

a piece of harassing legislafrom which time the use of the phrase ceased.

172
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Result
Meeting of ParliaWithdrawal.
Gladstone.
Famine.
Mr.
Bengal
Licensing Amendment Bill.
Budget Mr. Ward Hunt
Scotch Patronage Bill. Endowed Schools Amendment

Dissolution.

General Election

ment.

Act.

Public Worship Regulation Act.
Indian Council. Rating Bill

Counties.

Suffrage in the
Factory Act.

Prince Arthur.

IT was announced that the

February.

It

Session

would

be

person on the 5th of
Queen
was known that a General Election

opened by the

in

would take place in the course of the year, but
most persons were unprepared for the sudden
announcement which was flashed through the
country that Ministers had recommended an immediate dissolution, and that their advice had been
It was felt by the
accepted by her Majesty.
Government that It was necessary to test the opinion
of the country as to whether they still retained its
confidence, owing to the results of the by-elections.

Members and candidates
constituencies.

address,

made

forthwith fled to their

Mr. Gladstone,

in

his

election

the important announcement that

1
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the Government had at their disposal a surplus of
^"5,000,000, and that he intended, if in office, to

submit to Parliament a plan involving the total
repeal of the income tax, and improved local
administration, and a substantial boon to the con-

sumer.

The battle was immediately commenced and

speedily terminated.

Mr. Gladstone was returned

for

Greenwich, although a local distiller of Tory
Mr. Bright with his two
principles headed the poll
Liberal colleagues were returned for Birmingham ;
but, without going into further details, suffice it to say

that Ministers suffered

a substantial defeat, and

that their majority of sixty-five was turned into a
minority of about sixty. No election probably

ever created so

much

astonishment, no less to one

side than to the other ; nor could

be assigned

for

it.

any valid reason
The Ministry had faithfully

carried out the will of the nation, clearly expressed
at the

and had

fully

redeemed

no doubt that the Liberals

relied too

elections of 1868^

the pledges then given.

There

is

confidently on their long series of successes at
previous elections, and were apathetic, and that

many who

voted against the Ministry did so from
no other motive than the love of change. Again,

must necessarily affect certain classes
and interests, and the resentment thereby occaall legislation

sioned

is

certain to

be

which had done so much

but that a Ministry
should be thus summarily

felt

;
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dismissed In favour of one which had nothing to

promise the country, and which consequently came
into power unfettered by a single pledge, is certainly

one of the most remarkable incidents

English political history.
Fault was found by
'

many members

of

in

the

Liberal party at the course taken by Mr. Gladstone
in dissolving Parliament.
Had he, said they,

chosen to meet Parliament, and turning his thoughts
from his recent defeat on his Irish Education
measure, had brought forward his proposed Budget
with its tempting remissions of taxation, any

temporary discontent would have vanished, and his
actual majority m the House would have rallied
round him

but that to

;

make such

a venture

when

its height was
than
defeat
Leave, however,
nothing
courting
cannot be taken of this epoch and Administration

the tide of his popularity was not at
less

without reference to Mr. Gladstone's leadership of
the House of Commons.
modern writer of

A

eminence thus describes

it

:

"Amidst

all
the manifold questions which
the
attention
of Parliament during this
engaged
Session, Mr. Gladstone's quality as Leader of the

House was

fully tried.

generally remained in

mencement of the
however

late the

But he did

Like Lord Palmerston, he
the House from the com-

sittings

to the close of them,

hour of adjournment might be.
him, slumber during the greater

not, like

1
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part of the sittings
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on the contrary, he listened

attentively to every speaker, answered fully every
question put to him, spoke on every subject, and

exhibited a sensitive and conscientious anxiety to
discharge his functions as Leader of the House,

which

his friends feared

would soon disable him

from the performance of the responsible duties
which belonged to him, and with his fall precipitate
that of the

Government of which he was the main-

stay.'

On

the reassembling of Parliament on the 9th
February, Mr. Brand, whose fairness and ability

were conspicuous, was re-elected Speaker without
Rather more than 200 new faces preopposition.
sented themselves in the assembly. The only new
name in the list of Ministers was that of Mr. Cross,

who was

a Lancashire magistrate and a friend of
Derby's, and in whom Mr Disraeli believed

Lord
he had discovered the true material

for statesman-

ship.

After the preliminary meeting, Parliament was
adjourned for the re-election of new Ministers, and

on the igth March it reassembled. In the Speech
from the Throne, measures were promised dealing
with the transfer of land, the extension of the
Judicature Act to Ireland, Scotch appeals, the sale
of intoxicating liquors and it was announced that
a Royal Commission had been appointed to
;

inquire into the state and working of the laws of
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master and servant, and offences connected with
trade.

Beyond the

Estimates and the annual

Army

statement consequent thereon, and the discussion of
the means to alleviate the distress occasioned by
the Bengal famine, in which the conduct of Lord
Northbrook, the Viceroy, was warmly praised by

both

in

although his policy was thwarted by
Campbell and other of his subordinates

parties,

Sir George
India,

and written against

was done

in

the

in

the Times,

little

House of Commons before

Easter.

On

reassembling after Easter, the Opposition
was found to be without a Leader. Mr. Gladstone,

a letter to Lord Granville, desired to avail himself of the opportunity now afforded him to seek
in

rest,

intimating retirement from political

no distant

date, but

still

life

at

offering his services

to

the party if they were willing to accept them on
these terms an offer at once accepted by the
Liberal party,

who had

to marshal themselves

on

the Opposition benches as best they could. The
adverse party made merry with the idea of a

Leadership put in Commission, and suggested that
office should be put up to competitive examina-

the

tion.

An important circumstance, however, which made
less difficult and anomalous for the
Opposition to
be without a Leader, was. that the Government

it

1
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which they were opposed was without a policy; for
after all the invectives in which the Conservatives,
and especially their chief, had indulged against the
to

late

Government, it was manifest that itwas

their

one

idea to tread in the footsteps of their predecessors,
and not to strike out on any lines of their own,

and

for the present to

go neither backwards nor
*

All recent sarcasms, such as plundering
and blundering/ were laid aside, and a conciliatory

forwards.

tone adopted thus, when one of the speakers on
the Address attacked Mr. Gladstone on the unex;

pected dissolution, Mr. Disraeli immediately announced that the attack had been made without

and complimented the late Premier
warmest terms on what had been successful
in his long career.
The Irish officials were profuse in commendation of the late Viceroy, and

consultation,
in the

Lord Salisbury vigorously endorsed Lord Northbrook's administration in India and Chancellors
;

past

and

present took

cordial

counsel

as

to

Even Mr. Gathorne Hardy aclegal changes.
cepted Lord Cardwell's army arrangements, and
withdrew

making

determined

his

Oxford

however, was

a

this

opposition

against

centre.

Nowhere,
course more noticeable than
military

In the Budget proposals, which, owing to the
large surplus at the disposal of the Chancellor of

the

Exchequer,

introducing

created

unusual

interest.

On

them, Sir Stafford Northcote, after
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expressions to his eminent
Gladstone's
that Mr.

many complimentary

announced

predecessor,

had

calculations

surplus really

proved

amounted

correct,

to five

and

that the

and a half

millions,

added half a million

to which Sir Stafford

for

on advances, which it was suggested should
be added to revenue, and so raising the surplus to
interest

six millions, which
follows

he proceeded to deal with as

:

Not knowing Mr. Gladstone's scheme
tion of the

income tax, he could not follow

applied

first

for aboli-

the

^"500,000

of

it,

and
with

interest,

advances repaid for terminable annuities, to the
extinction by 1885 of ^"7,300,000 of the National

Debt
2cL

;

;

income tax

to reduce the

id.,

and the abolition of the sugar

from

duties.

3d. to

These

reduced the surplus to ^940,000 and on a cry
being raised as to the malt tax from his side, said
;

the

sum

finally

left

was too small to deal with

preferred

to

abolish the horse

that,

and

duty, the

horse-dealer's duty, and the race-horse duty, leaving
nearly ^500,000 of margin for available purposes.

The Budget was passed without

opposition, and
was regarded as a workable, though not a brilliant,
scheme. Mr. Gladstone, after giving his assent to
it,

retired to his seat in

Mr Ward

Wales.

introducing the Navy
Estimates, produced a scare which the Government

had some

Hunt,

difficulty

in

in

allaying,

and which the

i874-]
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Opposition declared perfectly baseless by very
depreciatory remarks on the state of the Navy, and
c

'

by using the expressions paper fleet and dummy
ships/ However, he seemed to know very little about
*

the matter, and sheltered himself, even to the very
words he used, on his naval advisers, and had to
retreat from the position he

had taken

up.

The first legislative measure introduced by the
new Government was the Licensing Amendment
Bill, in redemption of their promises made at the
hustings, where the cry of the Licensed Victuallers

had been a powerful element

in their favour,

and

?

along with the sticklers in favour of religious
education in Board Schools, had given their
adversaries occasion to remark that the Conserva-

The measure
tive programme was Beer and Bible.
was introduced by the Home Secretary, but it gave
little or no satisfaction to the
bungs/ as it turned
c

out to be one, if not of further restriction, at
least of no extension of freedom in the sale of
strong drinks. When it became law it enacted that
out of London eleven should be the hour of closing,

and this only in populous places, and the point to
be left to the decision of the magistrates and else;

where, ten.

This was the only measure foreshadowed in the
Queen's Speech which passed into law.

A Bill was introduced and

passed postponing the

operation of Lord Selborne's Judicature

Act

for
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twelve months, with the view of dealing differently
with the House of Lords' appeals.

The Scotch Patronage

Bill,

having for

Its

object

system of lay patronage in the
Established Kirk, and to make it over to the

to abolish the

congregation, was next brought in, and passed.
The only other measures of importance which

were introduced during the Session were the Endowed Schools Amendment Bill and the Public

Worship Regulation Bill. The object of the latter,
as defined by the Prime Minister, was to put down
Ritualism, and was brought about mainly in consequence of the decisions of the Judicial Committee
of the Privy Council in the cases of Mr. Mackonochie and of Mr, Purchas in matters pertaining to

Holy Communion. Oriwas
not
a
Government
measure, and was
ginally
introduced in the House of Lords by the Archthe administration of the
it

bishop of Canterbury.

It

discussion in both Houses,

provoked prolonged
and the widest differ-

ences of opinion prevailed in regard to it.
Having
passed the House of Lords, it was introduced into

House of Commons by Mr. Russell Gurney,
the Recorder of London.
It was opposed by Mr.
Gladstone and Mr. G. Hardy, whilst Sir V. Harthe

court supported itThe main provision of the Bill
was the establishment of a court, to be presided

over

by a

judge,

be determined.

by which

all

such disputes should

Mr. Gladstone proposed a series

1
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of resolutions bearing on the subject, which he
submitted to the House but on the Bill being
;

read there a second time without a division he did

was now taken possession of by the Government, and became a
Government measure.

not press them, and the

Bill

Considerable interest was excited by a passage
of arms between Mr. Disraeli and Lord Salisbury.
On the third reading in the House of Commons a

motion was made by Mr. Holt, and carried by a
majority of 3 to I, giving persons making complaint

against an

officiating

minister a right of

appeal to the Archbishop against the refusal of a
Bishop to institute proceedings. The Lords, by a
small majority, refused to accept the amendment.
The Lord Chancellor, fearing a collision between
the two Houses, which would have been fatal to the
Bill,

proposed a temporizing amendment

where-

;

upon Lord Salisbury made a vehement speech,
referring to the 'blustering majority in the other

House/

Mr.

on the

Bill

coming back,
and, referring to Lord
Salisbury's speech, said that he was long a member of this House, and was well known to many
Disraeli,

accepted the Lords' refusal

;

'

members

of the present Parliament.

He

is

measures his phrases. He
a great master of gibes and flouts and jeers

man who

is

not a

one who
;

is

but I

don't suppose there is anyone who is prejudiced
of such
against a Member of Parliament on account
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qualifications*

of

Commons

My noble

well

;

and he

to the consideration that,
that kind,

knows the House

friend
is

not, perhaps, superior

by making a speech of

and taunting respectable men

selves as being a

"

[1874.

like our-

blustering majority," he probably

might stimulate the amour proprc of some individuals
to take the course which he wants,and defeat theBill/

Lord Salisbury, referring to the matter a few
days afterwards in the House of Lords, made an
explanation, denying he had used the words in the
sense imputed. The Bill was then read a third
time, and passed.

Lord Penzance accepted the new judgeship,
salary fixed in Committee of .3,000 a year.

at a

The Endowed Schools Act Amendment Bill was
introduced in the House of Commons by Lord
Sandon, and was the only instance during the
Session in which the new Government sought to
depart from the principles of the legislation of their
predecessors and was occasioned possibly by the
;

taunts in the Liberal press that they were tamely
walking in the steps of their opponents, and were
afraid to originate

any measures

indicative of a

reactionary policy on Conservative principles such
as befitted men who had so loudly denounced their
late adversaries.

The measure,

as will

be seen

very nearly caused the shipwreck of the Ministry,
and loaded them with opprobrium.

The

Bill

proposed to transfer to the Charity

1874.]
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Commissioners the powers then held by the Endowed School Commissioners appointed by the Act
of 1869 (the period granted for their exercise being
about to expire), and to alter the definitions contained in the former Act,, so as to restore to the

Church of England the administration of schools
in cases where the founder had recognised the
authority of a Bishop, or had directed attendance
on the service of the Church, or had required that
the master should be in holy orders and Lord
Sandon frankly admitted that the intention of the
measure was to reverse the policy sanctioned by
Parliament when the Conservative party had been
;

temporarily reduced to a state of helpless panic
and his speech, which was directed against the

;

Nonconformists, stirred up a considerable amount
of sectarian animosity on the subject of founders'
wills and the character of religious education to be
given in schools.

was strongly opposed by Mr. Forster, Mr.
Gladstone, and others firstly, on the broad ground
that it was retrograde in its character that it had
It

;

never been the practice of the British Parliament
(wherein it bore a striking contrast to the Parlia-

ments

coming

of other
into

countries)

for

one Government

power to reverse the policy of

its

predecessors, but, on the contrary, loyally to accept

when the previous Act was being
discussed the objections now raised were never even
its

acts

that
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protested or divided against

;

the principle then discussed and acquiesced in being
that in times when Xonconformity did not exist,

and the Church of the country practically covered
the whole ground of religious opinion, the founder
of any institution in which religion was to be maincourse but to commit

tained had no

established authorities
in

days when

;

it

to the

but had such founder lived

different religious persuasions divided

the land, he might have sympathized with some of
many founders some would

the number, and out of

have been dissenters from the doctrines of the
Established Church

;

and on

Parliament had thrown open
statutes

all

had been created up to the date

Toleration

The

ground the late
foundations where

this

of the

Act*

divisions in favour of the

the measure as

it

proceeded in

became smaller and

smaller,

Government upon

its
till

different stages

at length the

Chancellor of the Exchequer declared that

it

was

not intended to exclude Nonconformists from the

governing bodies, and that words by which this
could be done could be inserted in Committee.

It

now became
its

evident that the Bill could not pass in
present shape, and the differences between the

supporters of the Government became

more

declared,

and

at

length

Mr.

more and
Disraeli

announced that the Foundation Clauses (the pith
* L W. and M.

1

Parliamentary History.

874*]

273

and marrow of the Bill) would be withdrawn, and
measure restricted to the abolition of the

the

Endowed School Commissioners, and the transfer
of their powers to the Charity Commissioners, declaring to the astonishment of the House that,
though the confession might seem to prove his incapacity to fill the position he occupied, he must
confess that after hours of anxious consideration

the clauses were unintelligible to him
accepted them on the faith of the

had
adepts and
*
on
to
whom
he
had
looked
for
instruction
experts
such matters they had failed him, and the meaning of these clauses in his own Bill was obscure
and hidden from his comprehension, and that they
would, therefore, be withdrawn. And a few days
that he

;

*

:

afterwards he failed to improve his position when,
in giving the names of the three Commissioners

who were

to take the business of the

Endowed

Schools upon them, he took occasion to announce
that Lord Sandon was not alone responsible for
the Bill, but that it had been prepared by Ministers
in common, and that it was a Bill of the Cabinet
and that Lord Sandon had only introduced it as
representing the department, at his request, from
;

his desire

'

to give a chance

'

to the

f

rising states-

men of the day.'
The triumph of

the Liberal party was complete,
the legislation comprised in the Queen's Speech
having, it was said, been set aside ; that the only
all

18
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of

three

was to

[1874,

consist in the dismissal

Endowed School Commissioners, who

were alleged to be friends of the late Government,
and the appointment in their place of three friends

and that the country
would have an opportunity of judging of the Conof

the present Ministry

;

servative policy.

Mr. Trevelyan's motion

for extension of house-

hold suffrage to the counties was rejected by 287
Mr. Disraeli, whilst opposing the

votes to 173.

measure, reiterated his old profession of unbounded
confidence in the loyalty and political capacity of

the working classes.

A measure

to

add an additional member to the

Council of the Governor-General of India, possessing special qualifications as a surveyor of public
works, and to be invested with special powers for
carrying them out, was, with Lord Northbrook's
approval,

passed;

as

also

Bill of last Session,

Rating
Mr. Sclater Booth
Bill,

;

was Mr.

Stansfeld's

under the guidance of

and Mr. Mundella's late Factory

limiting the hours of labour for

women and

children in textile factories to 56^ hours in the

week.

During the Session Prince Arthur took

his seat

Realm in the House of Lords, as
of Connaught, and an allowance of
15,000
a year was granted to Prince Leopold.
as a Peer of the

Duke

1875.
Mr. Gladstone's

Retirement.

Leadership of the Liberal
Dr. Kenealy. Ireland.
Peace Preservation Act.
Regimental Exchanges.
Budget Judicature Act. Agricultural Holdings Act.
Peace of Europe. Artisans' Dwellings Act. Adulteration
Act. Nature of Measures.
Party.

Member

for Tipperary.

MR. GLADSTONE'S threatened withdrawal from
public life now took a definite form. In a letter to
Lord

Granville, dated January I3th, he announced
his abdication of the Leadership of theLiberal party,

and claiming for himself,

age of sixty-five, and
after forty-two years of arduous political life, to
spend the rest of his days in such way as should be
most congenial to himself, but offering his continual
at the

and

cordial support to the Liberal party.
Parliament reassembled on February 6th.

The

Queen's Speech contained no announcement of any
measure of first-class importance, and the Session

was one of the dullest on record.
Lord Harrington was chosen as Leader of the
Liberal party in the House of Commons in the
place of Mr. Gladstone, Lord Granville leading in
the House of Lords as heretofore.
1

8
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John Mitchell, sentenced

[1875*

to transportation for his

share in the rebellion of 1848, had broken his parole,

and had escaped to America. He was elected member for Tipperary, and next day returned to QueensAfter a long discussion of the subject in
the House of Commons, he was declared incapable

town.

new

of taking his seat, and a

writ ordered.

Mit-

was again re-elected but on this occasion he
had a Conservative opponent, who was declared

chell

;

entitled to the seat, the votes given

counting

to Mitchell

for nothing.

Dr. Kenealy, of Tichborne reputation, having
returned for Stoke-upon-Trent, sought to
make himself notorious by motions on a variety of

been

subjects, but

ignominiously

failed,

and

fell

into

oblivion.

On March

6th Sir M. H. Beach introduced the

Peace Preservation Act
the continued

for Ireland,

on account of

disturbances in that country,

in-

volving long debates and numerous divisions, occupying several weeks of the Session.

The only organized
was on the

Bill

attack on the
in

Government

by them, founded on the

brought
Report of a Committee of Inquiry,

to facilitate Regimental Exchanges, so as to render legal the payment of money between officers, who, on account of

might wish to make
exchanges of regiment or station amongst themselves.
It was strongly opposed, in both Houses,
health, or for other reasons,
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on the ground

that the

mode

of exchange

which

the Bill proposed to set up differed only in degree,
but not in principle, from purchase, which the

country had
of.

made such a

sacrifice

to get rid

That the merit of the present system was

that

afforded just sufficient scope for all the
legitimate causes for exchange which the needs of
it

the service required, but that this Bill gave undue
the possessors of wealth to evade irk-

facilities to

some

service,

and of thus creating an inequality
Irksome work, it was

founded upon money alone.

urged, was the inevitable condition in the British
army, and it was not a good thing that it should
to be equally shared, and an advantage given
to wealth over capacity, education, and industry.

fail

The measure, notwithstanding, passed both Houses.
The Budget contained no feature of interest.
There being no surplus, there was nothing to give
away and the only alteration was an adjustment
of brewers' licenses. The treatment by the Chan;

Exchequer of the sinking fund for
reduction of the National Debt was adversely criti-

cellor of the

by Mr. Gladstone, as also was the Savings
Banks Bill, which was withdrawn.
The Judicature Act Amendment Bill next came,
which was a re-enactment of Lord Selborne's Act

cized

of 1873, with certain modifications as to ultimate

appeal

;

the

House of Lords being

retained as the

Committee of Ultimate Appeal, in deference to a

2/8
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change of feeling expressed by
the former Act was passed.
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their lordships since

The

Agricultural Holdings Act was introduced
and passed, providing for the remedy of a griev-

long complained of, of want of security
on the part of the tenant for the capital he had

ance

All existing leases were to
be excluded from the Bill, and landlord or tenant

Invested in the

soil.

were to be at liberty to exempt themselves from
Its operation.
Strong efforts were made in the

House of Commons
pulsory

they

;

but,

owing

to

make

its

provisions

com-

to the Conservative majority,

failed.

Two debates took place on the peace of Europe;
one originated by Lord Russell in the House of
Lords for the production of correspondence between
Germany and Belgium, and
of

the other in the

Commons by Mr. Reginald Yorke on

House

the affairs

of Turkey.

The Artisans' Dwellings Act was brought in
and passed, under which Corporations might, on
the report of their medical

officer,

by compulsory purchase
improvement, and might either
ings

acquire build-

for the

purpose of

build or let the

land for building, with special regard to the accommodation of the working-classes ; but limited its
provisions to towns with 25,000 inhabitants.

A

very useful Act was brought in and passed,
relating to the adulteration of food and drugs,

1
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which prohibited mixing injurious ingredients with
articles of food or drugs, and selling them so mixed
and not of the proper nature, substance and quality.
It also authorised the

whom

articles

the

at

appointment of analysts, by
of food or drugs might be analysed

request

of a purchaser,

and

imposing

penalties against offenders.

A short

Act

to

amend

the Labour Laws, and

one on the subject of Friendly
the

list

of measures

this Session.

laid the

were

The

Societies, conclude

demanding

notice passed in

nature of the measures passed

Government open to the remark that they

tentative, permissive, not decisive in prohi-

bition or enactment, but admitted saving clauses

and qualifying provisions which caused things to
be left very much as they were as to practical
results.

1876.
Insurrection in JTurkish Provinces. The Andrassy Note.
Suez Canal Shares. Fugitive Slave Circulars. Egyptian
Affairs.
Mr. Stephen Cave. The Queen made Empress of
Irish Affairs.
India.
Budget. Merchant Shipping Bill.
Education Act. Bulgarian Atrocities. The Eastern QuesMr. Disraeli raised to the Peerage. His last Speech
tion.
in the House of Commons. Events in the East. Public

Government

Feeling.

Policy.

DURING

the recess, signs of insurrection had manifested themselves in the Turkish provinces of Bosnia

and Herzegovina which the Sultan was unable to
repress and eventually war was declared by Servia
and Montenegro against Turkey, thus reopening
the Eastern question. A note from Vienna, known
as the
Andrassy Note/ was formulated and
;

'

despatched to the principal European Cabinets
for their approval, prior to its being sent to the
Porte, urging reforms in the dealings with her
Christian subjects, and concessions to the revolted
provinces.

In a Cabinet Council the Note was

considered, and the

Government gave

it

their ad-

It was felt at
hesion, with slight modifications.
the time that it might be the means of staving off
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rather than of hurrying on a
tain to come ultimately.

crisis

281

which was cer-

Parliament reassembling on February Sth, was
opened by the Queen in person the second time
;

she had

made

the effort since her widowhood in

1861. In the Speech from the Throne reference was

made

to

the concurrence of the Cabinet in the

Andrassy Note, and announcing the intention of
the Government to acquire by purchase the Khedive's shares in the Suez Canal, and the appointment of a Royal Commission to inquire Into the
treaty or other obligations in relation to British
national ships in foreign territorial waters in suppressing the slave-trade throughout the world. An

Act

to

amend

the Education Act, and other minor

measures, were also promised.
In the debate on the Address, the adhesion of
the Government to the Andrassy Note was cordially concurred in by the Opposition but on the
;

two other subjects long debates occurred.
That on the Suez Canal shares commenced on
February ipth, when the matter was explained by
the Chancellor of the Exchequer. The purchasemoney was to be ^4,080,000, which was to be

borrowed from the National Debt Commissioners

;

but as the coupons were cut off for twenty years,
the Khedive agreed to pay us interest at 5 per cent,
on the purchase-money ; and it was reckoned that
the difference between the rate of interest

we should
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pay the Commissioners and that to be paid
to us by the Khedive would in thirty-five years*
time repay the purchase-money, and leave the

have

to

shares in our hands

free.

A vigorous debate ensued.
(I )

to

Exception was taken

to the improvident nature of the bargain ; (2)
the affair being conducted through Messrs.
it

was urged, had received a great

for

advancing the purchase-money ;

Rothschild, who,

deal too

much

and that opportunity was thereby given for the
enormous speculation for Egyptian securities which
took place pending the negotiations for the advance. Apprehensions were expressed as to the
receipt of the 5 per cent, interest on the advance,
and as to the position in which the necessity of

demanding

it

might draw upon

us.

Parliament,

however, sanctioned the scheme.

Next came the debate on the Fugitive Slave
by the Government. The AttorneyGeneral admitted that it was open to objection so
far as it directed the surrender of slaves who had
Circular issued

been admitted on board ship on the high
controverted the doctrine that

seas,

but

when a ship-of-war

anchored in a foreign port she is subject only to
the laws of her own country. But although the
is

motion impugning the Circular did not succeed, it,
its place, was with-

as well as another issued in

drawn

in deference to public opinion.

Mr. Disraeli

evaded censure by referring the matter to a Royal
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Commission, which brought upon the Government
the charge of avoiding responsibility by referring
embarrassing subjects to a Royal Commission or a
Select Committee.

Mr. Stephen Cave,

Government

to

who had been

Egypt to report on

its

by the
finances and
sent

generalcondition,made his report, which the Govern-

ment

at first declined to

produce they afterwards,
however, yielded. After dealing very exhaustively
with the general condition of the country, its
;

embarrassments, it wound up by
suggesting that a Commission should be sent out
who should have a general supervision of the infinances,

and

cidence

and the levying of the taxes of the

its

country.

The next measure brought forward was one

to

enable her Majesty by proclamation to take and
use, in addition to her other titles, one in reference
to India.

The Prime

Minister, in introducing it,
referred to the late visit of the Prince of Wales to

that country, and the enthusiastic reception he had
met with ; and wound up by declaring that it would

convince people that we looked upon India as one
of the most precious possessions of the British

Crown, and of

their pride

that

it

is

part of her

Majesty's empire, and governed by her imperial
throne.

On

being pressed to give the title intended to be
assumed, Mr. Disraeli, after declining, yielded, and
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'

but
Empress of India
*
that as Defender of the Faith had done duty for
a long time, and if continued it would be doubtful

stated that

it

would be

;

'

'

of what faith/ that

The

title

would be discontinued.

was hotly opposed on many grounds, and
Mr. Disraeli was forced to declare that under no cirBill

cumstances would her Majesty assume the title of
Empress in England, nor would the princes of the

Royal Blood be designated as of the Blood Imperial
also that her Majesty would not be advised to
;

confer on her children and agnates any title denoting an Imperial connection. And Ministers in

both Houses promised that, instead of inserting the
limitations in the Bill, the proclamation should

convey the statement that the title of Empress should be localized in India alone. When
the proclamation, however, was issued, no such
itself

limitation appeared, which gave rise to a vote of

want of confidence being proposed in the House of
Commons, and of explanations in the House of
Lords.
Irish

Session
transfer,

:

matters occupied a large portion of the
Home rule, Fenian convicts, Irish land

and

Irish

Sunday

closing,

on which

latter

subject the Government suffered a damaging defeat, and upon which a Bill to effect the object in

view was brought in by Mr. Smyth, and passed its
second reading, but was at its next stage talked
out by the copious eloquence of Mr. Callan.
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The Budget

did not excite

much

The

interest

Chancellor of the Exchequer found himself with a
of three-quarters of a million, which, with

deficit

one or two

remissions of taxation, he in-

trifling

To raise this deficit an
;Soo,ooo.
increase of id. to the income tax was imposed bat
creased

to

;

a sop was at the same time given (not, however,
without strong exception being taken, both in the
press and in Parliament) by enlarging the exemptions from the tax, which were in future to be fixed
at

^150

instead of ;ioo, arid the

tion raised from
all

incomes of

80 to

120,

amount of deduc-

and

to be applied to

400 and under.

In fulfilment of their pledge of

last

Session, a

Merchant Shipping Bill was brought in by the
President of the Board of Trade, as also one by
Mr. Plimsoll, who was very anxious that the
Government should fix the loadline for each ship ;
but the Government declined, and left the responsibility to the shipowners.
By the Act as passed it

was provided that deck-loading
should not exceed certain limits

ment was extended

to

all

in
;

timber-ships

and the enact-

foreign ships entering

British ports.

A Bill to amend the Education Act was brought
by Lord Sandon, its main object being to secure
a due attendance at school of children, having
regard to the provisions of the Factory and other
in

Labour Acts, both

in agricultural

and urban

dis-
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It occasioned very

long discussion in the

Commons, and

various provisions were

of

its

most hotly debated.

The cruelties practised by the Turkish soldiers in
the Principalities \\hich had been vividly described,
with circumstantial detail, in letters published in
the Daily News, and better known as the Bulgarian
on Ministers
atrocities/ excited great interest
*

;

both Houses on June 26th, they
being
stated that they had received no official confirmaquestioned in

tion of them,

and the Prime Minister cast doubt

upon the truth of them and by a flippant reply,
more expeditious mode of
;

to the effect that 'a

business was

incurred

the

provoked a laugh, but
of
jesting upon a serious
charge
adopted,'

subject

Motions on the Eastern subject were brought
forward, and both parties seemed to be in accord
that the policy of the country was to be non-intervention,

and

to leave

Turkey to

institute its

own

proceedings.

The

British Fleet

was now sent

to Besika Bay,

which, Lord Derby stated, was rather as a protection to Christian and English residents at Constantinople (who were alarmed at certain occurrences

at Salonica)

than as an act of support to the

Turks.

At
Bill, a

the close of the Session, on the Appropriation

long and animated debate was opened on

1876.]
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the subject of the Bulgarian atrocities, and urging
the recall of Sir Henry Elliot Mr. Bourke, the

Under-Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, contended that the stories of the atrocities were exaggerations, and read an account from the Levant
Herald of cruelties committed by the Christians
;

that Sir
sible in

had done all that was posHenry
the circumstances, but would be more on
Elliott

the look-out in the future.
Several speeches followed ; and at the close of
the debate the Prime Minister rose and made his

speech in the House of Commons, which, as an
impromptu reply at the end of a debate, and as an
last

example of felicitous declamation, was

said to have

been rarely surpassed by him.
The secret was well kept. Next morning it was
disclosed to the world that Mr. Disraeli was to

become Earl of Beaconsfield, and that the Leadership of the House of Commons would devolve upon
Sir Stafford Northcote.
Nearly forty years had
had
the laughing House
since
he
assured
elapsed
of Commons that they would one day hear him
and now, having been twice Premier, formed a
Cabinet, and created an archbishop, peers, and
prelates, and having made his Royal Mistress an
Empress, he left the stormy arena of the Lower
for the more tranquil atmosphere of the Upper
;

House.
Shortly afterwards, at an agricultural
dinner at Aylesbury, he told his hearers that he
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left

the

[1876

House of Commons but

do his
duty there that the late hours of that House had
and he had proposed
told upon his constitution

for physical warnings that he could no longer
;

;

to her Majesty that he should altogether retire
from her service, but that she was pleased to sug-

gest that he

should retain

office,

and accept

a

peerage ; and that, as his colleagues unanimously
concurred in the suggestion, he had felt it his duty
to acquiesce.

In the autumn events moved

The

fast in

the East.

horror excited by the revelations of Turkish

was rising to frantic indignation, more
when
Mr. Baring's long-expected report
especially
Lord
arrived confirming Mr. MacGahan's letters.
atrocities

Beaconsfield, in a speech at Aylesbury, admitted

Government policy was unpopular, but
the Servians for their declaracondemned
strongly
tion of war, and went so far as to describe the
that the

conduct of his opponents as worse than any Bulgarian atrocity. This proved too much for many
of his supporters.
The Marquis of Bath, and
others, took occasion to give vigorous utterance to
their feelings of dissent.
Mr. Gladstone then published his celebrated pamphlet, entitled

'

Bulgarian
Horrors/ denouncing the Turkish governing body

as incapable of reform, and proposing their expulsion,

bag and baggage, from Europe.
receiving a deputation, headed by the Lord

On
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Mayor, Lord Derby said that a despatch had been
sent to Sir Henry Elliot, charging him to have an
audience with the Sultan, to repeat in his hearing
the facts contained in Mr. Baring's report, to de-

nounce by name the leaders of the outrages, and to

make
to

the Sultan realize his obligations in regard

what had

On

occurred.

the 3 ist October a forty-eight hours' ultisent by Russia to the Porte, and an

matum was

armistice was agreed upon, the Turks having up
to this point had the advantage in the contest with
Finally a conference of the great

the Servians.

Powers was appointed to be held in December, in
which Turkey was to have no share.

The

election for Buckinghamshire, consequent

upon Mr. Disraeli's elevation to the peerage,
which was contested, resulted in the return of
a Conservative, which was regarded by the

Government

as an expression of approval of their

policy.

At the Lord Mayor's banquet, Lord Beaconsfield
made a rather warlike speech, which was followed
a few days afterwards by a still more warlike utterance by the Czar to his subjects.
Large and
enthusiastic meetings were held by both parties ;

and certain it is that the Ministry had been somewhat converted, and had been brought to recognise
the possibility of active interference with the Turks
should advice

fail,

as also in the reality of the

19
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grievances which had once been doubted ; and the
result of the Conference (at which Lord Salisbury

was

to

be our representative) was awaited with

very considerable anxiety.

i8 7 7The Eastern

Question. The Irish Party. Ancient MonuStock Exchange. Irish Sunday Closing. Elective County Boards.
Navy. War between Russia and
Mr. Gladstone's Resolutions.
Government
Turkey.
Policy.
Budget. Obstruction by Irish Members. South
African Confederation. Annexation of Transvaal. Dissenters and Churchyards.
County Suffrage. Mr. Pigott.
Mediation sought by Turkey.

ments.

BEFORE

the end of January

it

became known that

the Conference had failed, and that the Turkish
Grand Council, under the guidance of Midhat
Pasha, had rejected the modified proposals of the

Powers in a form which indicated a determination
on their part to put an end to the discussion. Next

came a note from Prince

Gortschakoff, calling upon
the Powers to say what, in the circumstances, they
proposed to do. Sir Henry Elliot was recalled,

and replaced by Mr* Layard. The conduct of the
Government, and their want of a policy, were
severely criticised out of doors.

On

the side of

the Opposition it was stoutly contended that the
Turks had broken the treaties by which they were
bound, and that we were free to act as we thought
19

2
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and that

It

was a

maintain Turkey and

false policy to

its

[1877.

attempt to

system of misrule and

inhumanity.
On the 8th February Parliament reassembled,
the Queen and the Royal Family being present

The Speech from
Session
interest

the Throne indicated a barren

was foreseen beforehand,
being centred in the Eastern question and
indeed,

;

this

the impending war, to the exclusion of all other
Since the previous opening of Parliament
topics.
the Opposition had gained five seats at by-elections, counting ten in a division. The Government,

however,

and

still

docile

continued to

majority.

The

command

The absence

of the

members had

Irish

broken from the Liberals, and
selves an independent party.

now

a compact

declared them-

Premier's

guidance

In

House of Commons was noticeable.
Sir
a
Lubbock
the
obtained
John
majority against
Government in asking for leave to bring in a
the

Bill for the Preservation

Monuments
Government moved

of Ancient

;

and when a supporter of the
for a Commission to inquire into the practices of
the Stock Exchange, and a member of the Government (Mr. Stanhope) had delivered a speech against
the motion, the Government Leader (amid laughter)
conceded it without division,
Mr. Cotton suggested that

all

who had made money on the Stock
him into one lobby, and

Exchange should go with
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Government

the losers into the other.

also sur-

prised the House by accepting the Irish Sunday

Closing Bill, against their own convictions, in deference to the majority of last Session, but acquiesced
in its failure at a later period,

when

it

was talked

out by a dissentient minority of Irish members.
On the motion of Mr. Clare Read for the establish-

ment of Elective County Boards, the usual Treasury
Circular announcing a division was sent to the

supporters of the Government

;

but Mr. Sclater

Booth surprised the House by accepting the principle of the motion, and undertaking to introduce
a Bill to give

An

effect to it in a

subsequent Session.

animated debate occurred when Mr.

Hunt proposed

the

Navy

Ward

Estimates, on the motion

of Mr. Seely,who attacked the administration of the

Admiralty, and demanded the appointment of a
Secretary of State for the department, who should
be directly responsible to Parliament for any mis-

haps which might occur in the Navy. The motion,
which found 58 supporters, was of course lost.

Mr. Hunt shortly afterwards dying, Mr.
Smith, the

new Member

W. H.

for Westminster,

was

appointed to the vacancy.
Russia had now declared war against Turkey,
and had addressed a note to the Powers, vindicating her conduct, and seeking their approval.
None -responded save England; and Lord Derby
replied disclaiming

sympathy with the Turks, and
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expressing disapproval with the course Russia had
taken, and intimating that British interests would

be defended even at the cost of war.

Mr. Gladstone next submitted to the House a

on the policy which should
regulate the conduct of the Government, and urging
series of resolutions

them not

to allow the Christian subjects of the

Porte to look to Russia only for support, or to
upon Russia the task of redeeming them from

force

A

A

counterlong debate ensued.
of
the
Exthe
framed
Chancellor
resolution,
by
chequer, was moved by Sir Henry D. WolfF, that

oppression.

the House declined to entertain any resolution
which might embarrass her Majesty's Government

maintenance of peace and the protection of
British interests, without indicating an alternative

in the

line of policy.

The Home

Secretary, in an effec-

gave a definition of what the Government meant by British interests, and indicated the
course of the Government as one of strict neutrality,
but that, conscious in their strength, they would
watch events. The debate obtained its object, and
extracted from the Government a clear definition
of their line of policy ; and the resolutions were
tive speech,

negatived by 354 votes against 233. Further discussion was now suspended upon issues which were

being fought out on the battle-fields of the Danube
and Asia Minor. Lord Derby addressed a note to
Russia, in which he stated that the Suez Canal, the
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Persian Gulf, and the Bosphorus were the points

upon which British interests would be touched;
and Prince Gortschakoff replied that England
should have no ground of complaint.

The only other debate sought to be raised during
the Session on the question was raised by Mr. Monk
shortly before the recess, asking the Chancellor
of the Exchequer whether, if Russia temporarily

occupied Constantinople, it would be so far inconsistent with British interests as to disturb the
relations of amity

The

between England and Russia.

of the Exchequer declined to
and on the question being again put
(upon which a debate could take place), the Opposition, on an appeal from the Government, concurred
that discussion would be disadvantageous to national

Chancellor

answer

;

interests.

The Budget

of the year

was singularly unevent-

There was no surplus to give away, or any
new taxes proposed and its motto was described

ful.

;

as

'

Let well alone/

The organized system of obstruction on the part
of the Irish members, headed by Mr. Parnell and
Mr. Biggar (Mr. Butt having formally renounced
the leadership of the Irish party), was now made
of the House proposed two
the
view
of facilitating public
with
resolutions,
business for the remainder of the Session,

manifest.

The Leader

and intimating that very

serious

consideration
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\vould be given to the whole subject during the
recess.

Lord Carnarvon introduced Into the House of
Lords the South African Confederation Bill, providing

facilities

which was

for

the union of the Colonies

be voluntary on their part for the
of
a Governor-General, a responsible
appointment
Ministry, a Legislative Council, and a House of
to

Assembly, each province to be presided over by a
chief executive

officer.

Before the second reading was moved in the
Lower House, the annexation of the Transvaal was

brought about by Sir Theophilus Shepstone, the
British Commissioner in South Africa, with the
object to protect the Dutch Boers against the Zulu
Kaffirs, whose hostility they had raised, and In the

presumed interests of the white population against
the black, whose numerical superiority was enormous.

The

was opposed, as was also the annexation, by Mr. Leonard Courtney, Sir C. Dilke, and
others, on the ground that it was a reversal of the
Bill

wise policy of twenty years ago, when the Orange
River territory was given up and it was argued
that the latter State might now have been annexed
;

with the greater reason of the two, and that the
annexation would involve us in great expenditure

and future wars.
but when

in

The

Bill was,

Committee the

however, passed

Irish

;

obstructives

1
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pursued their

to such an extent that

tactics

unprecedented sitting of twenty-six
place on July 3ist

hours

Seven members of the

an

took
Irish

party determined it should not pass, and blocked
the way by a series of motions that the Speaker do
leave the chair, and to report progress. The Leader
of the House determined not to give way until

the Bill was through Committee, in which he was
supported by the Opposition bench. The temper
evinced by the Committee throughout was one of
the most determined resolution

every hint at
concession was at once met with a decided refusal.
;

although he was sixty years
of age, he would sacrifice his time to give the

Mr. Forster said

Government

that,

the support in his power. Sir
William Harcourt declared that the authority of

the

all

House should not be degraded

in the presence

of the English nation. Nothing daunted, however,
Mr. Parnell and his band of six persevered thirteen motions for adjournment were made and while
;

;

the majority varied from 150 to 77, the minority
never rose above 5. In the course of the discussion,

Mr. Butt took occasion to repudiate the claim of
the obstructives to represent the Irish party, declaring that, if he thought such a thing possible, he

would
*

I

retire

would

from the

retire/ said he,

political
c

from

arena altogether.
from

Irish politics as

a public brawl, in which no man can take part with
dignity to himself or advantage to his country/

soS
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During the protracted sitting, the composition
of the House was constantly undergoing a change,

members

relieving each other in relays, although a

few remained from beginning to end. Between
three and four o'clock Mr. Childers relieved Mr.
Raikes. At half-past six Mr. W. H. Smith took
the chair, and he was succeeded by Sir Selwyn
Ibbetson. After the thirteenth division the minor-

A

speech
began to show signs of flagging.
from Captain Nolan provoked a final scene, in
which he taunted the Leader of the House with
want of courage to carry out his threat of suspendity

ing the obstructives, and challenged him to attempt
it
The Chancellor of the Exchequer, reviewing
the situation, said there were two courses open to
the Committee, either to complete the Bill, or to
make a report to the House, with the view to some
action.

Upon

this,

Mr. McDonnell said

that, as

the contest had ceased to be one of physical endurance, and as a threat of force had been held out, he

would not prolong the contest and shortly after two
o'clock the Bill was completed, and the Chairman,
amid prolonged cheering, was ordered to report it
;

to the House.

The

sitting occupied twenty hours
and
was witnessed by Lord
fifty minutes,
Beaconsfield from the Strangers' Gallery. Both in

and

and out of Parliament the greatest
excited in the proceeding.

remained at

his post

interest

was

Sir Stafford Northcote

throughout the

sitting,

and

it

j

Parliamentary History.

877.]

299

was said that the Irishmen stood the fatigue remarkably well. But the general feeling of the great
body of members was that the whole proceedings
were humiliating and undignified.

The Duke
the

of Richmond introduced a Bill into
House of Lords, partly framed for sanitary

purposes, but intended to evade the necessity of
opening churchyards to Dissenters who insisted on
their

own forms

of burial, by providing for the
cemeteries in rural

establishment of additional

The

Dissenters declined to accept a
measure omitting all the provisions of Mr. Osborne

districts.

Morgan's

Bill,

which

for

seemed within reach of
reading was carried in

two or three years had
success.

the

The second

House
York

although the Archbishop of
Bishop of Oxford spoke against

it;

of

Lords,
the

and

and with a

divided Church party, and with a threat of determined opposition in the House of Commons, the

Government saw

fit

to

withdraw the

Bill

not,

Lord Harrowby had carried
against the Government an amendment allowing
however, until after

Dissenting services in churchyards.
Mr. Trevelyan's motion for the extension

of

was defeated
in a full House by a majority of 56; and, as a consequence, the measure was adopted by the Liberal
party as an article of their future creed.
personal vote of censure on Lord Beaconsfield

Household Suffrage

A

to the Counties
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for the appointment of a Mr. Pigott, a junior clerk
in the

War

a salary of

Office, at

head

400, to the

of the Stationery Department, which had recently
fallen vacant, the salary of

which was

to which a Committee of the

1,500,

and

House of Commons

had recommended the appointment of a printer or
stationer, was carried by a majority of 4; but

Lord Beaconsfield explained the matter
House of Lords, and the adverse vote

in the

the

in

Commons was

subsequently cancelled.
The only other measures passed this Session
of Oxford
calling for remark were the Universities
and Cambridge Bill, dealing with the question of
clerical fellowships,

and Mr. Cross's Prison

Bill,

the

object of which was to produce uniformity in the

management of the

At

prisons.

the close of the year the Turkish

so far recognised

Government

position as to ask for media-

its

tion, and expressed its readiness to treat on the
bases rejected at the Conference. The German

and Austrian Governments refused to forward

document to Russia

;

and the

though they considered

it,

British

seemed

Government,

to think that its

propositions were inconsistent with the facts,
refused to mediate on

mediation

failing, it

Parliament was

its

bases.

was with

summoned

early data of January i/th.

to

this

This
little

and

first effort

at

surprise that

meet at the unusually

1878.
Russian Advance.

Vote of Credit.

The

Fleet.

Terms of

Treaty of San Stefano. Reserves called out
Resignation of Lord Derby. Budget. Despatch of Indian
Count Schouvaloff. Secret Treaty.
Troops to Malta
Congress at Berlin. Anglo-Turkish Convention. Lord
Peace.

Derby and Lord

Salisbury.
Banquet at Knightsbridge.
Salisbury-Schouvaloff Memorandum. Supplementary
Estimates.
Russian Mission to Cabul.
Cyprus.

English Mission under General Chamberlain. Measures
of Session.
Marriage of Duke of Connaught. Lord
Lytton and Afghanistan. Afghan War. Autumn Session.

Dual Control.

Egypt

ON

the reassembling of Parliament on the iSth

was announced in the Speech from the
Throne that the Porte had made a separate appeal
to our Government, and that they had agreed to
make inquiry of the Emperor of Russia whether
his Majesty would entertain overtures of peace, and

January,

it

that the

Emperor had

replied expressing his desire

for peace, but stating his opinion as the
which should be pursued for its attainment

As

a considerable Russian force was

course

rapidly

advancing on the Turkish capital, the Chancellor of
the Exchequer asked for a credit of 6 millions
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was ordered to the Dardanelles; this
brought about the resignation of Lords

fleet

latter act

Derby and Carnarvon. On the proposed
of

peace,

however, arriving

from

conditions

Russia, the

Admiral was directed to return to Besika
Bay, and this act satisfying Lord Derby, he reappeared in his usual seat, having withdrawn his
British

resignation.

The terms proposed were

:

Bulgaria to be an autonomous tributary principality with a Christian governor.

Independence of Montenegro, Roumania, and
Senna, with ratification of

Autonomous administration

frontiers.

to Russia

and Her-

zegovina.
Similar reforms to other Christian provinces, and

an indemnity, pecuniary or territorial, to Russia,
expenses of the war.

for the

The proposed

vote of 6

be debated, and in the end

millions
it

was

came on

carried

to

by 328

Lord Hartington, Mr. Forster, Mr.
and
most
of the Opposition leaders left the
Bright
House without voting.
against 124.

Next day a portion of the Mediterranean fleet
was despatched to Constantinople, and naval and
military preparations commenced in earnest Lord
Napier of Magdala was summoned from Gibraltar
to take the

command, and

to be chief of the Staff.

Sir Garnet Wolseley

was
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On March 3rd news

arrived that a treaty of peace

between Russia and Turkey had been signed at
San Stefano, in consequence of which our fleet was
withdrawn from Constantinople,
'

The

British fleet, with twenty thousand

Steamed up the Straits,
And then steamed down

men.

3

again.

A

Congress was held at Berlin, of \vhich Prince
Bismarck was chosen President ; a dispute, however,
arose between this country and Russia. On our
part it was contended that the whole treaty should

be submitted to the Congress, as European sanction
must be given to the new European settlement
which was to supersede that of 1856* Russia> on
the other hand, contended that this interfered with

her just rights as victor, and reserved to herself
the liberty of accepting or not the discussion of

any question the Congress might think fit to
discuss.
Thereupon Sir Stafford Northcote stated
that the negotiations for a Congress had been
broken

off,

and the Government determined to

call

out the Reserves, occasioning the second time the
Lord Salisbury was
resignation of Lord Derby.

appointed

Foreign

Secretary in

his

stead,

Mr.

Gathorne Hardy, who was raised to the peerage by
the

title

of

Lord Cranbrook, took the Indian

Secretaryship.

The change

caused a painful

feel-

ing in the House from the loss of the chief opponent
of the war party, and from the fear that there was
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Lord Salisbury on

something" further behind.

his

appointment addressed a circular to the Powers,
setting forth the views of the Ministry.

Pending the answer to Lord Salisbury's

circular,

the Chancellor of the Exchequer introduced the
Budget Of the vote of 6 millions, 3^ had been
spent, which would convert his surplus of ^"860,000
a deficit of

into

2,600,000.

The

deficiency he

increasing the tobacco duty,

proposed to raise

by
and adding 2d. to the income tax. The further portion of the 6 millions which it was necessary to spend,

and which he estimated
be now

raised,

Prince

at

I

J millions, would not

but thrown over

Gortschakoffs

reply

till

next year.

was,

fortunately,

was now reasonable hope that the
would
meet. The debate on the Reserves
Congress
was followed by an outburst on the part of the
pacific; there

members, consequent on the murder of Lord
Lord Derby defended his conduct in the
Leitrim.
Irish

.House of Lords, and Parliament adjourned from
1

April

6th to the 6th

May.

On the morning after the adjournment the public
were startled by the announcement that orders had
been received by the Indian Government to despatch
7,000 troops to Malta.

The

departure of Count Schouvaloff on a mission

from London to

St.

Petersburg gave, however,

hopes of peace.

On

the reassembling of Parliament a very long

iS;S.]
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and angry debate arose on the movement of the
Indian troops to Malta. On the unusually long
adjournment being objected to, the Chancellor of
the Exchequer again and again assured the House
that there was no change in the policy of the
Government. The case of the Opposition was that
as the statutes

provided that all native troops
employed out of India should be paid for by the
Crown, a vote of the Parliament was required for
its

outlay,

the

intention

being to prevent the
mercenaries on foreign

employment of native
and well-considered Parliamentary sanction. In the House of Commons the
Supplies \verestopped till the matter had been discussed. The debate, however, chiefly turned on the

service without special

legal construction of the statutes.

The

majority

Government on the division in the House of
Commons was 121.
The mission of Count Schouvaloff proved a
success, and a Congress was appointed to meet at
It was announced in Parliament, that
Berlin.
Germany had invited the European Powers to the
Congress, and that our Plenipotentiaries were to
be the Premier and Foreign Secretary, Lords
Beaconsfield and Salisbury.
Now came a most exciting incident. People
were startled to see published in the Globe newspaper the full text of a secret agreement signed on
the 30th May, at the Foreign Office by Lord
for the

20
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Salisbury and Count Schouvaloff, providing for the
partition of Bulgaria and various other matters,
subject to which the British Government undertook
not to dispute the articles of the Treaty of San
Stefano.

The

publication

act of a writer at

Office to

whom

The

effect

was

most

was

surreptitious,

lod. an

hour

and was the
the Foreign

in

the treaty had been given to copy.

on the Government of

its

publication
embarrassing, as it contrasted most
strangely with a despatch to Lord Odo Russell,
written shortly afterwards, from which it was to be
inferred that

the

Government were

decide as they might see

upon which

its

decision

fit,

still

free

to

concerning matters

was already pledged by

the secret treaty.

Lord Salisbury being asked by Lord Grey
whether there was any truth in the statement,
replied that it was wholly unauthentic and undeserving of confidence.
Earl Grey subsequently complained of the want
of candour with which Lord Salisbury had replied
to his question, which prevented

attention of the

House

him

calling the

to the subject before the

British Plenipotentiaries proceeded to the Congress.

At Berlin, the Congress advanced towards peace,
and the dismemberment of Turkey went on apace.
The occupation of Bosnia and Herzegovina was
committed

to Austria; Servia received her

indepen-
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dence with an acquisition of territory Bessarabia
was ceded to Russia, Roumania receiving the
;

Dobrudscha instead

Montenegro

;

also obtained

an

accession of territory.
On July 8th it was announced in both Houses

that on June 4th the Government had signed a
secret treaty with the Sultan, whereby the Queen
engaged for all future time to defend the Asiatic

dominions of the Ottoman Empire by force of arms,
consideration of a promise by the Sultan to
introduce reforms, and for the assignment of the
Island of Cyprus to be occupied and administered
in

by Great

Britain, with reversion to

Turkey

if

Russia

should give up Batoum, Ardahan, and Kars.
Congress concluded its sittings on July i3th.

Lord Beaconsfield on his return declared that he
had brought back Peace with Honour to his
Queen and country. On his first appearance afterwards in the House, princes, princesses, peers and
peeresses, and dignitaries of all degrees were
present to hear his statement. His speech, howThe Times said that it
ever, was not a success.
was couched throughout in a modest and even
Lord Granville and others adapologetic tone.
x^ersely criticized the treatment Greece had received,
'

'

the retrocession of Bessarabia, the terms of the
acquisition of Cyprus, and the Anglo-Turkish

agreement, which Lord Granville described as a
comedy. The interest in the debate now centred

20

2
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explanations given by Lord Derby for
leaving the Cabinet Lord Salisbury answered him,
and after comparing his conduct to that of Titus
In

the

Gates, said that a statement he had
true.

On

made was not

being called to order, Lord Salisbury
f

substituted for the words he had used not correct.'

Lord Derby afterwards adhered
and

to his statement
'

said, that in

contemplation of being called
a statement on the subject, he had

upon to make
committed to writing what he had understood to
have been the effect of what took place at the
Cabinet Council

in question.

In the House of Commons notice was given, by
Lord Harrington, of a motion expressing regret
about Greece, the new liabilities in Asia Minor, and
the

way

dark

which Parliament had been kept in the
the measures of the Cabinet had been

in

till

accomplished, Mr. Cowen presented a petition to
the House from persons in London, Bolton,
Macclesfield, and other towns, praying for the
exhibition of articles of

impeachment against Lord

Beaconsfield, and his arrest for the commission of
high crimes and misdemeanours.

Pending the debate on Lord Harrington's motion,
a banquet was given to the two British Plenipotentaries in the

Duke

at Knightsbridge,

of Wellington's Riding School,
by the Conservative members of

both Houses, at which upwards of 500 guests were
The Duke of Buccleugh, who presided,
present.

1
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proposed the health of the Premier, and spoke of
as a conqueror who had conquered war and

him

*

brought back

Lord Beaconsfield

peace.'

course of his speech

made a

in

the

personal attack

upon
Mr. Gladstone, who had, at a Liberal meeting,
described the Anglo-Turkish agreement as an
'insane covenant/ and charged him, Mr. Gladstone, with personal abuse.

Mr. Gladstone wrote

Lord Beaconsfield asking for instances, to which
Lord Beaconsfield replied declining research, and

to

not citing a single instance.

Lord Rosebeny called attention to the SalisburySchouvaloff Memorandum, and to the paragraph in
the despatch to Lord Odo Russell, and compared it
to the conversation between Starveling and Bottom
'

Midsummer

Night's Dream/ where Starve*
ling suggests that the killing must be left out, and

in the

Not a whit ... we will do no harm
with our swords and that Pyramus is not killed
indeed and, for the better assurance, tell them that

Bottom replies

'

:

;

:

Pyramus, am not Pyramus, but Bottom the
weaver. This will put them out of fear.'
I,

Lord Salisbury maintained that the secret agreement was nothing more than one of those confidential communications to which all Governments
Lord
must resort as part of their diplomacy.
Carnarvon replied that such confidential communiand forestall the
at a Congress
Power
by any

cations did not usually prejudge

decisions to be

come

to
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held for the purpose of deliberating fully on those
very issues and both he and the Marquis of Bath
;

condemning the underhand policy of
aggrandisement pursued by the Government Lord

joined

in

Granville concluded

by remarking

surreptitious report

in

the Globe,

that, but for the

we should have

been simple dupes as to the policy of the Government.

Next came

House of Commons

the debate of the

on Lord Hartington's motion, the feature in which
was Mr. Gladstone's speech, which occupied two

and was listened to throughout
with undisturbed attention, and was unsurpassed
hours and a

half,

comprehensive grasp of the subject, its
lucidity, point, and the high tone which characfor

its

terized

it

throughout
In the debates the secret treaties formed a prominent topic. Mr. Lowe was most caustic in his
remarks.

'

He

trusted/

he

c

said,

that

some member

on the other side would get up and state whether
there were any more secret treaties, and, if so, how

and that England had entered into Conone In each pocket'
gress with two secret treaties
The treaty was defended by the Under-Secretary,

many

;

Mr. Bourke, the
S. Northcote,

Home

and

Secretary, Mr. Cross, Sir

others.

The

latter

that the Anglo-Turkish Convention

contended

was a

reality,

and

much was expected from

sult,

Lord Harrington's motion was rejected by

it

In

the

re-
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Government and 338

*95 voting against the

for them.

Sir Stafford Northcote then

mentary estimates.

moved

the supple-

In addition to

748,000 for
the
Indian
bringing
troops to Malta, he had to ask
for
To gild the pill, the Chancellor of
2,618,000.

the Exchequer expressed the opinion that the

abnormal expenditure had prevented war.
To
obtain the amount, he proposed to issue Exchequer
bonds for 2 millions, and to renew in March next
2,700,000 more, which would then fall
course of postponing payment of the

in.

bill

This
was,

objected to on the part of the Opand the majority which had hitherto
position
supported the Government showed the same

strongly

;

courage

in

the

postponing

meeting

of

the

deficit

The announcement
Cyprus would be
created
ever,

much

that the administration of

the hands of the Foreign Office
adverse criticism. The answer, howin

was that Cyprus was not a colony, but a

Sir Stafford Northcote
possession of the Sultan.
at the same time explained that the troops had

been moved to Malta

in the apprehension of war,

that a defensive alliance with Turkey had for the

same reason been formed
then

found

insufficient

;

and that Malta being
its purpose, it was

for

thought necessary to occupy the larger island and
the more convenient spot- Following closely upon
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bond which has

that

favoured the power and prosperity of both.
to be

hoped

that

all

men

destructive doctrine.

resist this

It is

of light and leading will

The

strength of

depends on the unity of feeling which
should pervade the United Kingdom and its widethis nation

spread dependencies. The first duty of an English
Minister should be to consolidate that co-operation

which renders
as our

own

irresistible

a

community educated

in our equal love of liberty

and law.

And

yet there are some who challenge the expediency of the Imperial character of this realm.
'

Having attempted and failed to enfeeble our
Colonies by their policy of decomposition, they
perhaps now recognise in the disintegration
of the United Kingdom a mode which will not

may

only accomplish but precipitate their purpose.
The immediate dissolution of Parliament will
*

afford an opportunity to the nation to decide upon
a course which will materially influence its future

fortunes and shape
*

Rarely
sion

more

in this

its

destiny.

country has there been an occa-

critical.

The power

of England and

the peace of Europe will largely depend upon the
Her Majesty's present
verdict of the country.
Ministers have hitherto been enabled to secure
that peace so necessary to the welfare of all civilized countries, and so peculiarly the interest of

our own.

But

this ineffable

blessing cannot be
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Liberals

who

voted against

it,

and Mr. Serjeant

Spinks the only Conservative who voted

The marriage

of the

Duke

for

it.

of Connaught with

the Princess Louise of Prussia being announced,
the usual provision was voted by both Houses ;

and

the

Lome was

appointed to
succeed Lord Dufferin in the Viceroyalty of Canada.

On

Marquis

of

6th August the Session, which was
designated as The Session of surprises? ended. It
was the longest on record, having lasted exactly
the

1

*

seven months.

During the recess a new crisis arose in the East,
owing to the Russian advance on the Oxus, and
their mission to

Cabul before referred

to.

Ministers

required Shere All, the Ameer of Afghanistan, to
receive the English mission headed by Sir Neville

who was preceded by a native envoy.
Lord Lytton, the new Viceroy who had been
Chamberlain,

avowedly appointed to act more in accordance with
orders from the India Office than his predecessors

had been content to do carried out the new policy,
which amounted to an entire inversion of the policy
of his predecessors, including Lords Lawrence,

Mayo, and Northbrook.

The Ameer

native envoy in a friendly

manner

;

received the

and

it

was

believed that Sir N. Chamberlain, with his escort
of 1,000 men, would be allowed to reach the

Before the native envoy returned, or any
answer had been received from the Ameer, Lord

capital.
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Lytton pressed the mission forward to the entrance
Khyber Pass. No sooner had Sir Neville

of the

passed the frontier than he was informed by an
officer of the Ameer that his advance would be
resisted

war

to

whereupon they retired to Peshaawait instructions from England. There

by force

was now no

;

alternative left but the recall of

Lytton or an invasion of Afghanistan

War was commenced.

the third Afghan

parations were pushed forward

;

35,000

;

Lord

and thus

The premen and

ammunition, including 12,000 Europeans, were despatched. The Ameer bade us do our worst, and
'

God decide the issue
At the Lord Mayor's
!'

banquet, Lord Beacons-

though by no means apprehensive
on
India by its north-west frontier,
of an attack
field said that,

was a haphazard and not a scientific
and after some strictures on the press writers,

that frontier

one

;

amused

his audience

ment of the world
statesmen, and
writers or

by

is

not

by saying
carried

by

that

f

the govern-

on by sovereigns and

anonymous paragraph-

the hare-brained chatter of irrespon-

sible frivolity.'

The Ameer

returned his answer to the British

ultimatum, upon which the Viceroy issued his proclamation of war. At the eleventh hour an Afghan

Committee was formed, headed by Lord Lawrence ;
but the Premier refused to receive them, and even
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hinted that Lords Lawrence and Northbrook were
to blame

and

for the complication,

acknowledge

reluctant to

it.

Parliament was

summoned

ting.

The news

in the

Khyber Pass

for a

December

sit-

of the victory of General Roberts
arrived just in time.

On

the

5th December, Parliament was opened by Commission.
The Premier stated that the expense of
the war for the present financial year would be
;

1, 2 5 0,000,

which he proposed to defray out of the

revenues of India.

He

on our want of a

frontier.

mainly grounded his case
'

Our

frontier/ said he,

*

is weak, and an advanced position is necessary for
our safety.
It was strongly opposed as being an
attempt to punish the ruler of Afghanistan for a
3

Russian

The Government

affront.

majority was

136; 6 bishops paired, and 2 voted

for the war,

and

I only
against it.
In the Commons, Mr. Whitbread moved the

dis-

approval of the conduct of her Majesty's Govern-

ment

in

to

relation

the war.

The

proposition,

which was really a vote of censure, was lost by 101
votes and a similar resolution to that proposed
;

House of Lords was

by Lord

Beaconsfield in the

carried

and with

this the Session ended.

needless

to

It

is

;

were successful

away from

his

say that

the

British

arms

AH

ran
Shere
Afghanistan.
to die ;
capital, and ran away

in

316

Parliamentary History.

and Yakoub Khan, the son

whom

[1878.

he had impri-

soned in spite of British remonstrance, reigned in
his stead.

Mr. Gladstone took occasion, on a

visit

constituents at Greenwich, to notify to

he should not again seek their

The

financial

to his

them that

suffrages.

system of Egypt introduced by

A

Mr. Goschen and M. Joubert failed.
new Commission of Inquiry was ordered, in which Mr. Rivers

A

Wilson, of the Treasury, took the leading part.
voluminous report of the labours of the Commis-

was presented to the Khedive. The relatives
of the Khedive had promised to make over their
private estates to the Committee, and the Khedive
sion

agreed to accept the European system of constituNubar Pasha was to be at the
tional government.

head of the Administration, and Mr. Rivers Wilson
Finance Minister. Old ways were to be abandoned, and a new system in accordance with social
progress adopted
by this Council.

;

The change was
but

in

and Egypt was to be governed
hailed with great satisfaction

;

France an outcry was raised against English

Egypt, and a compromise was
agreed upon whereby M. de Bligniercs was appointed as Egyptian Minister of Public Works, and
and an Engas colleague of Mr. Rivers Wilson

preponderance

in

;

lishman and a Frenchman were appointed Commissioners of the Public Debt, the two Governments
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pledging themselves to maintain them
and the Khedive pledged himself that

in
if

power;
he dis-

missed either the French or the English member
of his Government, he would dismiss both. Thus

was established what has
Dual Control.'

since been

known

as the

'

The growth

of personal government under Lord
made the subject of much severe

Beaconsfield was

The personal government of the Minand
using
misusing the Sovereign's name and
The feature of the Government, it was
powers,'
the
was
the degradation of Parliament
said,

comment

c

ister

;

favourite method, mystery and secrecy
tion withheld

evasive answers

informa-

papers promised in

a few days and kept for three or four months
assurances given, true perhaps in the letter, but
not true in

spirit.

The House of Commons was

reduced to something like the old French Parlia-

ment

to register

decrees of Ministers, with the

power only to protest against what had been done
in the Sovereign's name.

1
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Zulu War. Obstruction, Bunal QuesCounty Franchise. Permissive Bill. Finance.
Budget Mutiny Acts. Flogging in the Army. Irish
University Education. County Boards. Corrupt PracPublic Works Loans Bill. Agricultural Distices Bill
Fair Trade or Reciprocity. Egyptian Affairs.
tress.
South Africa. Murder of Sir Louis Cavagnari. ExpeMr. Gladstone in Midlothian.
dition to Cabul.

Afghan Expedition.
tion.

THE

distress

produced by want of employment had

been aggravated by a winter of great severity.
The Afghan expedition had been successful in
breaking up Shere Ali's power, and he was now a
fugitive in Central Asia, and the column was

marching on Candahar.
Troubles, however, were preparing for us in another quarter. Sir Bartle Frere had declared war
on the King of the Zulus ; and news arrived of the
terrible disaster at

ments were sent

Isandhlwana.

to the Cape.

Large

The

reinforce-

gallant defence

of Rorke's Drift by a handful of men, however,
reassured the public feeling.

Parliament met on the 13th February. In the
Queen's Speech numerous measures were promised,

1
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the more prominent being for the establishment of
County Boards, the amendment of the Grand Jury

Laws

of Ireland, and dealing with corrupt prac-

tices at elections.

One of the first
of Commons was

tasks undertaken in the

House

relative to procedure with the
view of putting down obstruction to public busi-

The Committee appointed last Session to
made nine recommenda-

ness.

consider the matter had

one aiming at the suspension of individual
obstructionists, and another to remedy the abuse of

tions,

repeated motions for adjournment or for reporting
progress.

The

Chancellor of the Exchequer gave notice of

embodying changes of procedure,
but only succeeded in passing the first, and that
only after long debate and many amendments.
six resolutions

This was to enable the Government to proceed
more rapidly with the estimates, and taking away

from members the right of stating miscellaneous
grievances before the House went into Committee
of Supply on Mondays.

An

attempt was made to settle the Burial question by compromise, Mr. Balfour proposing to throw

open the churchyards to all persons not members
of the Church of England, with certain restrictions,
but

it

was talked

out.

Mr. Trevelyan's annual motion for the assimilation of the County and Borough Franchise, which
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was brought forward

earlier

was defeated by 291 votes against

[1879*

than usual,

226.

Sir Wilfrid Lawson's resolution in favour of the

Permissive Bill was rejected
against
It

by

166,

254 voting

it.

was foreseen that finance would occupy a

considerable place in the debates in the House of
Commons this Session. On the 27th February the

Chancellor of the Exchequer asked for two votes,
one for the renewal of
2,7 50,000 Exchequer
the Government had hoped
to discharge that year, but that circumstances had
been against them and the other for 1,500,000

bonds, which, he

said,

;

Zulu War, which he proposed to raise by
The unfunded debt, he
issue of Exchequer bonds.
for the

stated,

was

24,661,000.

On

the 3rd April the Budget was produced.
Contrary to expectation, there was no material
increase of taxation

was a defence of
ficit

by

;

and

his statement in the

main

meet his deand to show that the

his proposal not to

increased taxation,

state of the finances were not so unsatisfactory as

the existence of a deficit might seem to imply.
Directly after Easter a pitched battle arose be-

tween the two

great

parties

on

a

resolution

proposed by Mr. Rylands on the subject of the

was argued that it was
the foreign policy of the Government which created
the Budgets ; and strong objection was taken to
national expenditure.

It

1
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carrying over so much as ; 5, 200,000. The Chancellor of the Exchequer defended the morality of
his Budget in spreading this sum over two or three

In the result Mr. Rylands's resolutions were
rejected by a majority of 73.

years.

A Bill
and

Mutiny Acts

to consolidate the existing

Articles of

War afforded abundant

for the exercise of obstructive tactics

;

opportunity
and, though

introduced and read a second time on the/th April,
did not reach its third reading until the i8th July.

The matter had formed

the subject of Parliamentary inquiry, and two Bills on the subject had been
On the clauses relating to
previously drafted.

flogging in the army, the total abolition of the
punishment was moved on behalf of Mr. P. A.

Colonel Stanley, the War Minister, who
had charge of the Bill, objected to the abolition,
Taylor.

and

said the only alternative for certain offences in

was shooting; and, on a division, the
motion for abolition was negatived by a large
majority. The subject, however, was brought up
again by members below the gangway. A com-

the

field

promise was

offered,

appealed in favour of

number of

lashes

but

refused.

Mr. Bright

an amendment to reduce the

from

fifty

to twenty-five,

and

Colonel Stanley yielded.
The matter, however, did not end here; the
battle of the cat was reopened. Four 'cats were
c

'

'

On

exhibited in a room adjoining the House.
21
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Mr. Parnell asked how
5th July a scene occurred.
long the sitting was to be continued. The Chancellor of the

or twelve.

Exchequer replied, not till after eleven
It was then heedlessly disclosed that

the Government were

members

to force

prepared with relays of
through the Bill. Immediately

there ensued furious wrangling, motions to discontinue the sitting, strong language, attempts to count

and three hours were passed in discussing
whether the Committee should sit longer or not.

out

;

Eventually some unopposed clauses were passed.
On the 7th July Colonel Stanley announced that

Government would

flogging to the class of
This was objected
cases punishable with death.
Mr. Bright urged total abolition. The Bill,
to.
restrict

however, got through

Committee, a

resolution of

Lord Hartington having been adopted

to

postpone

the question of corporal punishment to be dealt
with as a whole on the report. When this stage
was reached, Lord Hartington moved the total
abolition of flogging, to

by the

vacillation

which he said he was driven

of the

Government.

Colonel

Stanley then said he would be prepared to adopt
flogging as an alternative to the punishment of
death.

The

resolution

was

rejected,

and the

Bill

passed the third reading.

The O'Connor Don, having introduced an Irish
University Education Act, which was somewhat
favourably received, the

Government announced

1
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that they could not accept it, but would introduce
one of their own. Accordingly, Lord Cairns introduced one in the House of Lords. It was a

measure of great simplicity, merely proposing an
examining body which should have the power of
conferring degrees on all approved candidates, no
matter where they were educated, and transferring
the old grant of ^5,000 a year from the Queen's
University to the
both Houses.

new

one.

The

Bill rapidly

passed

These were the two great legislative achievements of the Session. The County Boards Bill
was read a first time, but was strongly opposed,
and went no further. The Grand Jury Bill was
withdrawn. The Corrupt Practices Bill, which Sir
Charles Dilke characterized as

'

a very small Bill
on a very large subject/ and the main provision of
which was that election petitions containing allegations of corrupt practices should be tried
judges instead of one, as recommended

by two
by the

Committee in 1875, was hurried through at
the end of the Session.
Public Works Loans Bill, intended to check
the large and increasing application for loans from
the public exchequer, which now amounted to over
Select

A

20 millions, was passed, regulating the rates of
interest, the amounts to be lent, and the modes of
repayment but, in consequence of numerous and
;

varied objections, Sir Stafford Northcote promised
2
21
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Committee next

year.

The

continued distress

in

the agricultural classes

was the cause of a debate in both Houses, which
was introduced by the advocates of Free and Fair
Trade, or Reciprocity, as it was called. Lord

Bateman introduced the

subject in the

House of

'

Lords, by moving that, while fully recognising the
benefits which would result to the community if a

system of real Free Trade were universally adopted,
the House

of opinion that

expedient in all
other countries
with
future commercial negotiations
to advocate a policy of reciprocity between all
is

intertrading nations,

and

for

it is

an inquiry to ascertain

the best means of redress, and of counteracting the
Injurious effects of the excessive tariffs levied

by

foreign nations against the produce

and manu-

factures of this country/

Quotations were made from speeches made by
the Prime Minister during the Free-Trade agitation
in favour of reciprocity.
Lord Beaconsfield, however, replied that

we had elements then on which

of reciprocity could be founded, but that
reciprocity, whatever its merits^ was dead ; that
treaties

Sir

Robert Peel had decided to fight hostile

with free imports

;

that

the question

was

tariffs

fully

two Parliaments, and, on a dissolution,
Sir Robert Peel's judgment was ratified, even when

debated

in

the country was suffering from

sharp distress

;
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and he

utterly declined to have anything to

do

with reciprocity, and derided it as a phantom.
The subject was introduced in the House of

Commons by

Mr. Chaplin asking for an inquiry.
Mr. Bright's remedy was to abolish all the ancient
stupid and mischievous legislation which embarrass

and

at

every step
supported an

in

dealing with

the

land,

Lord Hartington
admitted that the land system had broken -down, if
Mr. Chaplin's case had been made out. In the
end, a Royal Commission on Agriculture was
and shortly afterwards its scheme of
gazetted
which
was of the most elaborate and
inquiry,
exhaustive kind, was made public.
During the Session new troubles came in the
inquiry.

;

our relations with the Khedive,
had dismissed Mr. Rivers Wilson and M. de

shape of a

who

crisis in

Towards the end of June it was made
known that the Khedive had abdicated in favour
Bligniferes.

of his son Tewfik, in obedience to orders from the
Porte, who, in consequence of the mandate of

England and France, withdrew her claim to the
sovereignty of Egypt; and a firman, confirming
Tewfik in all the privileges enjoyed by his father,
was solemnly read at Cairo.
Negotiations went on concerning the control of
the new Government of Egypt which had been
gradually assumed by England and France, and as
to whether

it

should be maintained.

The

intro-
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duction of foreign Ministers into the Egyptian
Cabinet had proved a failure and it was eventu;

ally decided that the Khedive should revive, with
greatly extended powers, the two controllers esta-

blished

done

by the Goschen decree of

in the persons of

1876, which

was

Mr. Baring, nominated by

and a
England, and M. Blignieres by France
scheme was to be drawn up for the settlement of
;

of the country. The powers
and functions of the two controllers were settled

the financial

affairs

November of this
by the Government of

and defined

in a decree issued in

year, which

was agreed

to

Egypt, and sanctioned by the Governments of
France and England.

Lord Chelmsford had been sent out to South
Africa, but it was doubted if he would be in
time to relieve the beleaguered garrison of

and

felt

;

some misgiving and
when it was announced

his general plans created

a universal relief was

Ekowe
;

that Sir Garnet Wolseley had been despatched to
take the supreme command. Before he arrived at
the front, the battle of Ulundi had been fought and

Lord Chelmsford and several of the forces

won.

then returned, Sir Garnet being of opinion that the

war could be carried on with a much-diminished
force
and his opinion seemed justified by his
;

capture of Cetchawayo.
On the 6th September news reached this country
of the massacre of Sir Louis Cavagnari and his

1
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escort at Cabul

renewed.

An
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and thus the Afghan War was
avenging expedition was rapidly
;

prepared, which reached Cabul within five weeks

of the intelligence of the massacre.

Mr. Gladstone

November announced

in

tioneering campaign

his elec-

in Midlothian, in opposition

and the speeches he there
delivered are said to have greatly influenced the

to

Lord Dalkeith

;

result of the ensuing General Election.

i88o.
Diplomatic

Dispute with Turkey. Famine in Ireland.
Waterworks Purchase.
Mr. Plimsoll.

Obstruction.

Liverpool and Southwark Elections. Dissolution Announced. Address of Lord Beaconsfield. -Criticism.
Addresses of Lord Hartington and Mr. Gladstone. Result
of Election.

ENGLAND was

startled

on

New

Year's

Day by

Intelligence that diplomatic relations with

had been broken

off.

The

affair, arising

the

Turkey

out of the

by the Turkish Minister of a German missionary, Dr. Koller, was, however, patched up, and
arrest

soon forgotten.
The famine
discussion.

in

The

Ireland was a fertile subject of
Duchess of Marlborough com-

plained that subscriptions which were intended for
her fund were sent by mistake to the Lord Mayor,

which the Lord Mayor resented as an imputation
on the honour of himself and his secretaries. The
feature of the recess, however, was Mr. Gladstone's
oratorical campaign in Midlothian ; and the extraParliamentary utterances continued till the meeting
of Parliament on the 6th February. Long debates
took place on the subject of Irish distress, and on
the affairs of Afghanistan.
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The determined

front

shown by the

Irish ob-

structionists rendered absolutely necessary

some

vindication of the dignity of Parliament ; and three
resolutions were proposed by the Leader of the

House, and carried after long debate.
Mr. Plimsoll was declared guilty of a breach of
the privileges of the House for publishing placards
referring to the action in the House of two of its

members on shipping matters

;

but,

on

his with-

drawal of the charges, the matter ended.
The Army and Navy Estimates were then proposed and, after the introduction in both Houses
;

of

certain

Speech, the

Law

the Queen's
Secretary introduced the Go-

Bills

Home

promised

in

vernment Metropolitan Waterworks Purchase

As

it

never came to be debated,

it

is

Bill.

unnecessary

to recapitulate its provisions ; suffice it to say that
both in and out of Parliament, and irrespective of

was agreed that the purchase-moneys to
be paid to the companies was a great deal too
much, and that Government were too liberal with
public money. The enormous rise in the price
of Water shares, both before and after the introduction of the measure, gave currency to a rumour
party,

it

'

'

Government had got
the
on
;
subject were asked in
questions
Parliament, and Mr. Cross promised to make in-

that the intentions of the

wind

quiry.

Mention must here be made of two

elections.
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At

Liverpool a local Tory was returned; and at
Southwark Mr. E. Clarke, an uncompromising

supporter of the Government, had also been retinned with a considerable number of votes over

That these two elections,
more especially the latter, had great influence
with Ministers in deciding as to the time at which
an appeal to the country should be made, there
can be little doubt. It was evident they felt themLiberal opponent.

his

selves on the flood of their prosperity; that the

country was with them, and that now was the time
to ask for a renewal of their term of power.
On
the 8th of March the announcement was

made

in

both Houses of a dissolution of Parliament, so
soon as the Chancellor of the Exchequer had

made

his financial

Duke

of

statement

On

the following
the
manifesto of
morning appeared in the papers
the Prime Minister, in the shape of a letter to the

Marlborough,

the Lord-Lieutenant of

Ireland, which, after referring to the

measures of

the Government for the relief of the recent distress,
and to the measures for the improvement of Ireland, proceeded as follows
*

:

Nevertheless a danger, in

its

ultimate results

scarcely less disastrous than pestilence

and

which

anxious

A

now

attention,

engages

now

your

distracts

and famine,

Excellency's
that country.

portion of its population is now attempting
to sever the Constitutional tie which unites

Parliamentary History.
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Great

to

it

Britain,

in

bond which has

that

favoured the power and prosperity of both.
to be

hoped that

all

men

It is

of light and leading will

destructive doctrine.

resist this

331

The

strength of

depends on the unity of feeling which
should pervade the United Kingdom and its widethis nation

spread dependencies. The first duty of an English
Minister should be to consolidate that co-operation

which renders
as our
f

own

And

irresistible

a

community educated

in our equal love of liberty

and law.

some who challenge the ex-

yet there are

pediency of the Imperial character of

and

failed

to

this realm.

enfeeble our

Having attempted
Colonies by their policy of decomposition, they
perhaps now recognise in the disintegration
of the United Kingdom a mode which will not

may

only accomplish but precipitate their purpose.
The immediate dissolution of Parliament will
*

afford an opportunity to the nation to decide upon
a course which will materially influence its future

fortunes and shape
*

Rarely
sion

more

in this

its

destiny.

country has there been an occa-

critical.

The power

of England and

the peace of Europe will largely depend upon the
Her Majesty's present
verdict of the country.
Ministers have hitherto been enabled to secure
that peace so necessary to the welfare of all civilized countries, and so peculiarly the interest of

our own.

But

this ineffable

blessing cannot be
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obtained by the passive principle of non-intervention.
Peace rests on the presence, not to say the
ascendency, of England in the Councils of Europe,

Even

at

this

moment

the doubt supposed to be
election, if it does not

inseparable from popular

diminish, certainly arrests her influence, and is a
main reason for not delaying an appeal to the
national voice. Whatever may be its consequence

to her Majesty's present advisers, may it return to
Westminster a Parliament not unworthy of the

power of England, and resolved to maintain it!'
The document was much criticised people
wanted to know what men of light and leading
meant, and declared it to be ungrammatical, and
\

'

*

meaning of the alleged 'policy of
decomposition/ Fault was found with the attempt
inquired

the

to fasten on the Liberal leaders complicity with
Home Rulers in the work of Parliamentary

the

and sympathy with their desire to
It was asked
disintegrate the United Kingdom/
what were the grave dangers threatening the peace
obstruction,

*

of Europe, from which no deliverance was possible
without the continuance of Lord Beaconsfield in

and what did he mean by the ascendency
of England in the Councils of Europe ',? On Lord
Beaconsfield being invited to explain himself, he
declined to be more specific about his foreign

power

'

;

policy, or

the circumstances of which he was in

apprehension, but explained that

'

*

ascendency

was
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a word of various meanings, that he meant nothing
more than moral ascendency, and that he did not

mean supremacy.
On the nth of March Lord Hartington

issued

his address to the electors of North-East

Lanca-

a calm and dignified exposition of
Liberal creed and principles, was unsurpassed if
shire, which, as

equalled.
'

can

It

was

as follows

:

seek to evade no issue which the Government

I

but

necessary that they should be
plainly stated, and that others which he has avoided
should be brought before you. I know of no party
raise,

it

is

"

which

challenges the expediency of the Imperial
character of this realm." I know of none who

"

have attempted to enfeeble our Colonies by

policy of decomposition/'
this

moment more

their

If our Colonies are at

loyal to the Throne,

more

at-

tached to the connection with the Mother Country,
more willing to undertake the common responsibility

and burdens which must be borne by

all

the

members of a
time,

it is

great empire than at any former
due to the fact that under the guidance

of Liberal statesmen they have received institutions
of complete self-government, and learnt to recognise

the truth

that

dependence on Imperial
freedom and defence is not

entire

assistance for their

compatible with their dignity or freedom.

No

is, in my opinion, gained by the
use of the language of exaggeration in describing

patriotic purpose
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the Irish agitation for Home Rule. I believe the
demand so described to be impracticable, and considering that any concession or appearance of con-

cession in this direction would be mischievous in
to the prosperity of Ireland as well as

its effects

that of England and Scotland, I have consistently

opposed

it

in office

and

in opposition,

and

I shall

so continue. This agitation has existed during
the whole of the continuance of this Parliament.
It
if

has been treated by the Government until now,
not with indulgence, with indifference, and the

attempt to arouse national jealousies and reawaken

by description of dangers
worse than pestilence and famine," appears to me
This agitation
to be unnecessary and unwise.
national

animosities

"

must be met not by passionate exaggeration, but
by firm and consistent resistance, combined with
the proof that the Imperial

demand

Parliament

is

able

grant every reasonable and just
of the Irish people for equal laws and

and willing

to

institutions/

Touching the influence of England

in the Councils

of Europe, Lord Hartington said
The just influence of England in the Councils of Europe is an
object which the Liberal party has pursued with at
*

:

least as much sincerity, and certainly with more
success than has attended the policy of the present
Administration. The creation of the independence of

Belgium was the work of a Liberal Administration,
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and the successful measures taken by the Government
of Mr. Gladstone to protect Belgium when menaced
may be well contrasted with the result of the

Turkish policy of Lord Beaconsfield.
fluence of

England does not

rest

But the

in-

upon boasts of

ascendency over Europe, irrespective of the objects
for which that ascendency is to be employed.
It

on the firmness and moderation of our conduct, based upon the material and moral strength
of our position, and exercised in concert with
rests

other nations on behalf of peace, justice, and
freedom.'

Mr. Gladstone's address was a masterpiece of
He said, and with
terseness and condensation.
'

truth,

that those

who endangered

the Union with

Ireland were the party that maintained there an
alien Church, an unjust land law, and franchises
inferior to our

own and
;

the true supporters of the

Union are those who firmly uphold the supreme
authority of Parliament, but exercise that authority
to bind the three nations by the insoluble tie of
liberal

and equal laws/

He

charged Ministers with

having neglected legislation at

home

aggravated
the public distress by continual shocks to confidence; augumented the public expenditure and
taxation for purposes not merely unnecessary, but

and plunged the
were handed over to them in a
mischievous

;

prosperity, into a series of

;

finances,

which

state of singular

unexampled

deficits

of
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was now proposed to meet only a portion
and that abroad they had strained the prerogative
which

it

;

and weakened the Empire with needless wars, unprofitable extensions, and unwise engagements.

The

elections

went against

the

Government

everywhere, with the result that they were swept
from power by the greatest defeat which ever befell

an English

political party.
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A World without God. Reply to Miss F. P. Cobbe
Woman's Position according to the Bible
Fruits of Christianity.

. .

. .

d.

.,04
6

02
6

3
3
1

02
02

2
The Gospel of Christianity and the Gospel of Freethought
..06
The Christian Creed. Parts I. and II., each
. .

6

AHOTE

*

(continued)

^*

,,02
.,02
..03
..02
Is the Bible Indictable?
Biblical Biology
.,01
What the Use of Prayer Tenth Thousand
..01
The Myth of the Resurrection. Tenth Thousand
..01
Why should Atheists be Persecuted?
The Natural History of Ike Christian Devil
..01
Is Christianity a Success?
..01
Sins of the Church. In 8 numbers, each (16 pp.)
..10
do.
Bo.
doth, with index
..06
Part
Do.
do.
numbers)
The True Basis of Morality. A Plea for Utility as the
..02
Standard of Morality. Seventh Thousand
.,01
The Ethics of Punishment
..OS
Sin and Crime their nature and treatment
.....

God's Views on Marriage
The Gospel of Atheism
Why I do not believe in God

..

..

. .

. .

..

..

..

..

..

..

..

..

P

is

1

. .

..

..

. .

.

.

1

..

..

..

. .

I. (6

. .

..

. .

. ,

.

.

. .

:

Auguste Comte. Biography of the great French Thinker,
with Sketches of his Philosophy, his Religion,^ and his
Sociology. Being a short and convenient resume of Positivism for the general reader

. .

. .

. .

&

The Law of Population Its consequences, and its bearing
upon TT\Tn)Q.Ti Conduct and Morals. 150th thousand .
The Trades Union Movement
.
Legalisation of Female Slavery in England
The Physiology of Home No. 1, "Digestion" No. 2,
" No.
"
" Circulation " No.
of Digestion
4,
3,
"
" Organs
in
neat
Inspiration
together
wrapper
and
its
Four
Modern
lectures.
Electricity
Applications.
:

06
04
..01
.

.

;

;

;

. .

;

Id. each.

Together, in wrapper

Eyes and Ears
Modern Socialism

..
. .

..
.

.

. .

. .

..

..

.

.

,

..04
..04
..03
..06

Why I am a Socialist

1

Radicalism and Socialism

$

The Socialist Movement (From Westminster Review)
The Evolution of Society
..
..
The Redistribution of Political Power..
Gordon judged out of his own mouth
.

.

Liberty, Equality, and Fraternity

.

.

.

.

,

. .

..OS
..04
.,02
..01
..01
..01
..01
..91
Women's
..02

.

. .

Landlords, Tenant Farmers, and Laborers
The English Land System ..
..
..
English Marseillaise, with Music
..
,.
..
English Bepublicanism
The Political Status of Women. A Plea for
..
..
..
..
Eights ..
Civil and Eeligious Liberty, with some Hints taken from
the French Revolution. Sixth Thousand
,
.

.

.

.

, .

. .

.

S

..01
England's Jubilee Gift to Ireland
..01
Force no Remedy. An analysis of the Coercion Ajot (Ireland) 1882
..01
Egypt, a Protest against the War. Second Edition
..02
The Transvaal

..

.

.

..

.

.

..

.,

..

..

. .

. .

s.

(continu#T)

The Story

rf.

..01

Soudan
,
Free Trade v. "Pair" Trade 5 lectures " England before
the Repeal of the Corn Laws" "The History of the
Anti-Corn Law Struggle" ; "Labor and Land: their
"What is really Free
burdens, duties, and rights"
Trade?" "The Landlords' Attempt to Mislead the
..
Landless". In paper cover, with Appendix
of the

. .

.

.

.

:

;

;

..06
..20

. .
Cabinet Photograph of A -rim' A Besant . .
Is Limitation of the Family Immoral ?
Judgment on
Annie Besant' s "Law of Population ", delivered in the
Supreme Court of New South Wales, by MJ. Justice
Windeyer, Senior Puisne Judge

A

03

Anderson, Geo., O.E.

Address to Working Men's Institutes. 3d.
In Penny Numbers: 1. "What is the
Atheistic Platform.
Use of Prayer?" By Annie Besant. 2. " Mind considered as a
By Alice Bradlaugh. 3. "The Gospel of
Bodily Function."
Evolution." By Edward Aveling, D.Sc. 5. "The Story of the Soudan." By Annie Besant. 6. "Nature and the Gods." By Arthur
B. Moss. 7. " Some Objections to Socialism." By Charles Brad8. "Is Darwinism Atheistic?"
laugh.
By Charles CockbiH
Cattell.
9. "The Myth of the Eesurreotion." By Annie Besant.
10. "Does Royalty Pay?"
By George Standring. 11. "The
Curse of Capital." By Edward Aveling, D.Sc. 12. " Why should
Atheists be Persecuted?" By Annie Besant. Parts I. and IE.
The Twelve Nos. complete, in
(6 Nos. each, in cover), 6d. each.
cover, Is.

Aveling, Edward B., D.Sc.,

Fell, of

Univ.

Coll.,

London.

Essays, limp cloth, Is. General Biology, cloth, 2s. Physiological
Tables, 2s. Botanical Tables, Is. The Value of this Earthly
Life, Is.
Biological Discoveries and Problems, Is. Science and
Secularism, 2d. Science and Religion, Id. Superstition, Id.

The Wickedness of God, Id. The Irreligion of Science, Id.
God dies Nature remains, Id. A Godless Life the Happiest
and Most Useful, Id. The Sermon on the Mount, Id. Darwinism and Small Families, Id. The Religious Views of
The Gospel of Eyolution, Id. The Curse of
Darwin, Id
:

Capital, Id.

Ball,

W.

P.

Plays of Shakspere, 4d Macbeth, 4d.

The Ten Commandments,

Id. Religion in Schools, 3d.

Bellamy, Edward
Looking Backward from A.D. 2000.
(Sold in America at 6s.)

Bradlaugh, Alice Mind considered
Bradlaugh Bonner, Hypatia^-

Cloth,

American

edition, 3s.

as a Bodily Function, Id.

Prinoess Vera, and other Stories (Young Folks' Xdrwy). Contains
Princess Vera
Day's Adventures How the World
Children's Picnic.
was Made; Tommy and I,
Cloth,
:

;

A

;

A

prettily bound, illustrated, Is

Four Loctures on The Chemistry

of

Home

:

Air, I

and

n,

Water, I and IE, Id. each or the four in wrapper, 4d.
Lectures on The Slave Struggle in America. Id. each, or in
wrapper, 4d. Secular Education (leaflet), 7Jd. per 100, post free.
Buchner, Prof. Ludwig, JBLD. (See also International Series)
The Influence of Heredity on Free Will. Translated from the
German by Annif Besant. 2d.
?
Cattell, Charles C. Is Darwinism Atheistic Id. Collected Essays
and Lectures, 1882 to 1888, 240 pp., is. (On politics, science, Freethought, and Shakspere.) A larger edition, 375 pp., 2s. 6d.
Did
Against Christianity, 6d. The Religion of this Life, 2d.
Bacon -write Shakspere ? A Reply to Ignatius Donnelly. 6d.
Thoughts on Thinking, Is. 6d.
Oonway, Moncure D. (See also ZtstjB.) Liberty and Morality, 3d.
;

Cooper, Alfred J.

The

Direction of onr Civilisation. Dealing with the social problems of the day Poverty, the Unemployed, Religion, ihe
Liberty of Man and of Women, the future of our Empire and
Race, etc. Crown 8vo, 192pp. Library Edition, cloth, elegant,
:

3s. 6d.

Popular Edition, in paper cover,

Is.

Cooper, Ifcobert
Holy Scriptures Analysed. With Life by C. Bradlaugh. 6d.
Corner, Our. A monthly Freethought and Socialist magazine.
Edited by Annie Besant. 1883 to 1S88
Volumes, handsomely bound, cloth gilt,

Number.

,

in twelve half-yearly

3s. 6d. each.

Christmas

1883, 6d.

Courtney, Herbert L.

The

New

Gospel of Hylo-Idealism, or

Positive Agnosticism, 3d.

Crisis in Fanning, The; its Radical Causes and their only
Remedies. Twenty-two evils arising from Landlord, thirteen from
Tenant. BytheAuthorof "Hints to Landlords and Tenants". 6d.

W.

B.

City Missionaries and Pious Frauds, Id.
The Education of Girls, Second
S., B.A., Oxon.
Edition, 6d. Ish's Charge to Women, 4d. Religion and Priest-

Crofts,

Dalton, H. B.
crait,

2d

Dawson, Oswald An
torical

Counts

;

ii,

Drysdale, C.R., M.3X
ings of Malthus,

Indictment of Darwin. Chapter i, His36 pp., in cover, 4d.
Animal Vaccination, 6d. Life and WritVegetarian
Population Question, Is

Religious Counts.
Is.

Fallacies, 2d.

Ellershaw, Charles
The 8oil of Grreat Britain and Ireland. In neat wrapper, 6d.
Elmy, Ben W. The Cause of Woman. From the Italian of Louisa
To-Sko. 6d.

Studies in Materialism, 4d.
of Design in Nature, 2d.
Prof. Ernst (Sea International Senes).

GFarrison, Prof.

Haeckel,

H. D. The Absence

Eeadingrley, A. S.~Biography of Charles Bradlaugh.
With
Appendix by W. Mawer (revised and enlarged), and photograph,
r
doth.

Hindu,

A

2s. 6d.

Reflexions on the Blasphemy Prosecutions, 2d.

^

9

Holt, B. B.

demy

8vo,

Vtik Dominium, or The Eight to Use the Land, 8 pp.,
Id.
Absolutum et directwn Domimwn, or Abeolnte

Ownership of Land.

8 pp.,

demy

8yo, Id.

Holyoake, G. J. New Ideas of the Day, Id. Logic of Death, Id.
Howell, Constance Biography of Jesus Christ The After Life
;

of the Apostles ; History of the Jews. Written for Young Ibre^
thinkers, and tastefully bound in uniform style, Is. 6d. each.

4i

Humanitas "
Is

God the Krst Cause ? 6d. Socialism a Curse, 3d. Thoughts
upon Heaven, 6d Charles Bradlaugh and the Oath Question,
2d. How C. Bradlaugh was treated by the House of Commons,
2d. Charles Bradlaugh, M.P. and the Irish Nation, 6d. Jacob

A

the "Wrestler paper, 2s. ; cloth, 2s. 6d.
Fish in Labor, or
Jonah and the Whale, 3d. Christ's Temptation, 6d. Against
;

Socialism, Id.

God

:

Being a Brief Statement of Argumenti
Against Agnosticism, 2d.

against Agnosticism, 6d.

Sume, David

On Miracles. With appendix, etc., by J. M. Wheeler. 3d.
The Natural History of Religion. Complete and Uuexpurgated
Edition. With the original Notes, aad an Introduction by J.

M. Robertson. Cloth, Is.
Dialogues Concerning Natural Religion. (Thos. Scott's edition),
with Preface and Notes
Is.
Hunter, W. A., M.A. Past and Present of the Heresy Laws, 3d.
4*
Indian Officer
True Source of Christianity; or, a Voic
from the Ganges. (Pubd. at 5s.) Paper, Is. cloth, Is, 6d
Ingersoll, Col. Robert
Heretics and
Library Edition: Oration on the Gods, 6d.
Heresies, 4d. Oration on Humboldt, 2d. Arraignment of the
These, with the Oration on Thomas Paine, in
Church, 2d.
one volume, neatly bound in limp cloth, Is. 6d. Mistakes of
Moses, 3d, Liberty of Man, Woman and Child, 6d. Decoration
Day, Id. Salvation, Id. Ingersoll at Home, Id. Prose Poema,
.

"The

;

2d.

Modern Thinkers,

1

d.

Popular Edition, 16 pages, Id. each: 1. Take a Road of Tour
Own; 2. Divine Vivisection, or Hell; 3. The Christian Religion; 4. The Ghosts, Part I.; 5. The Ghosts, Part H. ;
In wrapper, 6d. 7. Is all
6. Thomas Paine the Republican.
of the Bible inspired ? Part I. 8. Is all of the Bible inspired?
Part II.; 9. Mistakes of Moses; 10. Saviors of the World;
From 7 to 12
11. How Man makes Gods
12. Law, not God.
in wrapper, 6d. The 12 in wrapper, Is. 13. What Must I Do
14. What Must I Do to be saved ? Part
to be Saved ? Part I.
;

;

;

II. ; 15. The Spirit of the Age ; 16. Human Liberty; or, Intellectual Development, Part I. ; 17.
Liberty ; or, InFrom 13
tellectual Development, Part H. ; 18. Which
to 18, in wrapper, 6d.

Human

Way?

International Library of Science and Freetnouffht
Mind in Animals, by Professor Ludwig Buchner. Translated,
with the author's consent, by Annie Besant, 5s.
The Student's Darwin, by Edward B. Aveling, D.Sc, (Loud.)
Fellow of University College (Lond.),

etc., price 5s.

10
Jesus and the Gospels, and The Keligion of Israel, by Julea
Soury, 4s,
6s.
Genesis : its authorship and authenticity, by 0. Bradlaugh.
The Pedigree of Man, and other Essays (illustrated mth 80 woodthe German, -with
cuts), by Dr. Ernst Haeckel, translated from
the author's consent, by Edward B. Aveling, D.Sc. 6s.
Irving, William Charles Bradlaugh as a Politician, Social Reformer, and Thinker. In paper cover, 4d.

" Julian "Natural

An appeal
versus Divine Revelation.
Edited by Robert Lemns, M.D. 6d.
I*.
H. The House of Lords. Id.
Words by J. Russell
lie Xiubez, P. A. V.- freedom..
Song.
Lowell.
Usual song size. 2s., post free.
I*'Estrange, Thos. The First Seven Alleged Persecutions, A.D.
64 to A.D. 235. 6d. The Eucharist, 6d.
Beacon

for IFreethought.

W.

A Lecture

J.
Wealthy and Wise.
the Study of Political Economy. 6d.
32 pp
Id,
vidnalifim..

Hyam

Levy,

introductory to
Inda-

The Outcome of

Lewins, Robert, M.D.
Humanism versus Theism, or Solipsism (Egoism) =r Atheism,
Major, A. A Few Objections to Spiritualism, 2d.

" Materialist

"A

6d.

"

Reply to Cardinal Manning's Essay on The
Relation of the Will to Thought ", 3d.
Mawer, W. The Latest Constitutional Struggle :
Diary of the

A

Northampton Struggle from April 2nd, 1880. 2d, Reasons why
Blasphemy Prosecutions should be abolished. 2d.
Mitchell, Logan Religion, in the Heavens ; or, Mythology Un-

A Series of Lectures.

veiled.

Moss, Arthur B.

Cloth, 2s. 6d.

Nature and the Gods, Id.

Man and the Lower

16 pp., each.

Animals, Id.

National Reformer Index

to, 1883, 1884, 1885, 1886, 1887, 1888
1889, 2d. each. Oases for loose numbers, with holding-cords, 2s

National Secular Society's Almanack for 1882, 1883.
1884, 1885, 1886, 1887, 1888, 1889, and 1890. 6d.
each.

P. Id. each.

*

Our Naval Policy. An Expose.
Neptune
One hundred and one Questions. Id.
*

'*

Paine,

Thomas

(See also List

S

Id.

)

Common Sense. "With Introduction by C. Bradlaugh. 6d.
a he Age of Reason. With Preface by C. Bradlaugh. Paper
cover,

doth,

Is*

The Rights
cover, Is,

of

Is. 6d.

Man. With Introduction by C. Bradlaugh. Paper

Cloth, Is. 6d.

Theological Works including the "Age of Reason ", and all his
Miscellaneous pieces and Poetical Works , his last "Will and
,

Testament, and a Steel Portrait. Cloth,
Parable of Modern Times, A* 2 i.

Peers and the People, The.

An

3s.

Appeal to History.

Id.

11

Perot, J. M. A. Man and Ood. Cloth, gilt, 4s.
Robertson, John M.
Thomas Paine. An Investigation. 40 pp., in paper

cover, 4d.

Royalism, 4d. Socialism and Malthusianism, 2d. Toryism and
Barbarism, 2d. The Upshot of Hamlet, 6d. OverpopulaSins of the Church, Nos. 9 14 (" The Perversion
tion, 2d.
of Scotland"), Id. each ; or in 1 vol., cloth, with index, 9d.
and
Christ
Krishna. Reprinted from the National Reformer -with
many important Additions and Corrections, and with an
2s. paper,
analytical table of contents and a copious index.
2s. 6d. cloth.

Bowe,
**

C. J.

Imperial Federation, Id.
Unscientific Religion; or, Remarks on the Rev. J". M.
"Wilson's "Attempt to treat some Religious Questions in a
Scientific Spirit .
In paper cover, 4d.

S. S."

Sins of the Clmrch

A

series of pamphlets. 16 pages each, Id.
;
and Slaughters J [England] 5 and 6 :
Threatenings
" For the Crown and
against the Nation" by Annie Besant.
"
No. 7
Burden on Labor" No. 8 * The Church a Creature
of Crown and Parliament," by Annie Besant. Nos.
:
" The Perversion of
Scotland," by John M. Robertson.
Nos. 1 to 8, in cloth, with index, etc., Is. Nos. 9 to 14, in cloth
with index, 9d. Part I. (Nos. 1 to 6 in wrapper), 6d, Part

Nos. 1 to 4
:

:

"

A

'

;

;

*

;

:

914

;

II. (Nos. 7 to 12 in wrapper), 6d.

Soury, Jules (See International
Standring, George

Series.)

lofe of 0. Bradlaugh, with portrait and autograph, 12 pages, Id.
Life of Colonel R. Gk Ingersoll, with portrait and autograph,
and extracts from his orations, in wrapper, Id. Court Flunkeys their Work and Wages, Id. Does Royalty Pay ? Id
;

Symes, Jos.
Christianity essentially a Persecuting Religion, 2d. Hospitals
and Dispensaries not of Christian Origin, Id. Christianity
and Slavery, 2d.
Christianity at the Bar of Science, 3d.
Universal Despair, 2d. Debate on Atheism with Mr. St. Glair,

Debate and eight

essays, bound, cloth, neat, 3s.
for Publishing Three
Parodies, viz., The late John Wilkes's Catechism, The Political
three
ex-officio informaLitany, and The Sinecurists' Creed ; on
tions, at G-uildhall, London, during three successive days DeIs.

Three Trials of William Hone, The,

cember 18th, 19th, and 20th, 1817 before three special juriesand Mr. Justice Abbot, on the first day, and Lord Chief Justice
EUenborough, on the last two days. 2s.
Thursday Lectures at the Hall of ScienceContaining Mr. Bradlaugh' s lectures on Anthropology, Annie
Besant' s on The Physiology of Home, H. Bradlaugh Bonner's
on The Chemistry of Home, and Dr, Aveling's on The Plays of
Shakspere. Complete in one vol. Cloth, 2s. Each series of
Lectures separately in paper cover, 4d. each.
Volney, 0. P. (See also List ).
Rums of Empires, with Plates of Ancient Zodiac, cloth, 2s.

12
Frauds and Follies of the Fathers. 6d.
Iff.
Polks'
Library ; edited by Annie Besant. doth, boards,
"Young

Wheeler, J.

attractive "binding, illustrated :
I. Legends and Tales, by Annie Besant, Is.
31. Princess Vera, and other Stories, by H. Bradlaugh Bomier, Is.

Freethinking Tracts,

Scott's

A

FEW

COPIES or EACH,

Ho.

8S. VOBTH FOE

2s. 6d.

OBDEB EAELT,

1.

AND BiXDura FREE, volume

containing
the following sixteen 6d. tracts of the famous series carefully selected by the late Thos. Scott.

On

Church Pedigrees. By the Rev. T. P. Kirfcman, M.A.,
How to complete the Reformation.
Part*? I and XL
A lecture by Edward Maitiaud. A reply to the question, " Shall
of England P"
the
Church
I seek Ordination in
By Samuel
Hinds, D.D. (late Lord Bishop of Norwich.) The Province of
B. Modern Protestantism. Is Death the
Prayer. By W.
End of all Things for Man? The Vatican Decrees, and the
"Expostulation ". By R. R. Suffield. Notes on Bishop Magee'a
"Pleadings for Christ." The Dean of Ripon on the Physical
F.R.S.

K

The AthanasiaB.
Resurrection of Jesus. By Thomas Scott.
Creed. By Rev. J. W. Lake. The Advantages, Mental, and
Moral, of a Faith Unchangeable, Certain, and Complete. By
W. H. K. The Claims of Christianity to the Character of a
Divine Revelation considered
By William Jevons. Orthodoxy
from the Hebrew Point of View. Parts I and H. By the Rev.
T. P. Eorkman, M.A., F.R.S. Cloth new, 2s. 6d. P. 4jd.
No.
<8s. "WORTH

FOB

2s. 6d.

2.

AND BINDING FBEE, volume

containing
the following sixteen 6d. tracts of the same series.
On the A.tonement. By Annie Besant. Criticism the Restoration of Christianity. By a Country Vicar. On Eternal Torture.
By Annie Besant. Remarks on Paley's Evidences. On this and
the Other World. By Francis W. Newman. Cruelty and Chrislecture by Allen D. Graham, M.A.
The Book of
tianity.
Common Prayer, examined in the light of the present age. Part*
I and. TI.
William
Jevons. On the Relations of Theism
By
to Pantheism, and on the Q-alla Religion. By Francis W. Newman
The Voysey case from an Heretical Standpoint. By Moncure D.

A

.
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On the Causes of Atheism. By Francis W. Newman,
Philosophical Conversation. Translated from the French of
Diderot. By E. N. On the Efficacy of Opinion in Matters of
R. Worthington, M.A. An ExaminaReligion. By Rev.
tion of Liddon's Bampton Lectures. Intellectual Liberty. By
John Robertson. Our First Century. Cloth, new, 2s. 6d. P. 4}cL
Conway.

A

W

No.

3.

7s. 6d. -WORTH FOR

2s. 6d. AOT BINDING FREE, volume containing the following thirty 3d. tracts of the same series.
Our Insincerity
The Spontaneous Dissolution of Ancient
Creeds.
lecture by Dr. a. G. Zerffi, F R.S.L
etc.
An address on the Necessity of Free Enquiry and Plain Speaking.
" Rhetoric. The Question of Method aa
Clerical " Pooh, Pooh
affecting Religious Thought. On the Hindrances to Progress in
Theology. By the Rev. James Oranbrook. The Ideal of Religion.
By S. Farrington Cremation By Teresa Lewis. On Public
Worship. Truths for the Times. By Francis E. Abbott. The
Resurrection. By the Rev. R. R. Suffield. Ethics and JEstheties.
lecture by Dr. G-. G. Zerffi, F.R.S L., etc. Ancient Sacrifice.
By Francis W. Newman. On the Formation of Religious
Opinions By the Rev. James Cranbrook. The Adversaries of
St. Paul in 2nd Corinthians.
By R. "W". Mackay. Against

A

,

!

A

Hero-making in Religion. By Francis W. Newm in. The Story
of the Garden of Eden. By William Stone. Christ and Osiris.
A. Consequences. By Moncure D.
By J. S. Stuart- Glennie,
Conway, M.A. The Edwlurffh Review and Dr. Strauss. By G.
By the Rev. James CranWheelwright. On Responsibility.

M

A Plain Statement.

Human Depravity. By the
the Existence of Evil. By the
The New Bible Commentary and the
Ten Commandments. By E Vansdttart Neale. Grace. The
Orthodox Surrender. Hereafter. Cloth, new, 2s 6d, P 4jd.
brook,

Hell.

On

Rev. James Cranbrook.
Rev. James Cranbrook.

No.

8S, 6d.

WORTH TOR

2s. 6d. .AJSTD

5.

BDHOTa FREE,

the following of the same series

vol. containing

:

The Religious Faculty its relation to the other faculties and
By Matthew Macne, The Church and its Reform.
On Prayer. By Annie Besaut. Which Things are an Allegory.
:

its perils.

On Inspiration. By Annie

Besant. Toleration.

By

Charles Bray.

Kingdom. An Interior. A Neglected View
of Education. By Matthew Macne. On the Mediation and Salvation of Ecclesiastical Christianity. By Annie Besant. The End

Tho Gospel

of the

By Henry Travis, M.D. The
Modern Orthodoxy and Modern
Convert.
Euthanasia.
Liberalism.
By Annie Besant. Christianity in
a New Light, Disestablishment or Reform. By Sir George W.
Denys. Cloth, new, 2s. 6d. P. 4jd.
of the Freewill Controversy.

"Confounded"

14

The Pentateuch and the Book

of Joshua.-In the Face

of

Pub.
the Science and Moral Sense of our Age. By a Physician.
in Seven Parts at 6s. 6<L, now bound together in clotfi, 490 pp.,
and xxxvi. pp. Price 2s. 6d. P. 4^d.
Fifteen Tracts, pub. at 7s.
a
Viz
P. 4$
Christianity
form of the great Solar Myth, from the French of Dupuis The
etc
by A.
Serpent in Mythology ; ^Origin of the Legends,
The
Bernstein; Christ and Osiris, by J. S. Stuart Olennie;

Christian Uffyths and Legends.
Bound together in cloth. 2s. 6d.

.

;

,

Twelve Apostles; The Book of Common Prayer, by Yvm.
Dr.
Jeyons; Thirty -Nine Articles by John Page Hopps;
a
Farrar's Life of Christ, a Letter to Wm. Scott A Review of
Church of
Pamphlet entitled: The Present Dangers of the
and DiscourageEngland, by W. G. Clarke The Difficulties
menta which attend the Study of the Scriptures, by Eev. F.
Hare The Questions of Method as affecting Religious Thought
"
in the Church
Reply to the Question Shall I seek Ordination
the
of
by Sam. Hinds; The Dean of Ripon on
;

;

;

;

A

England?"

Physical Resurrection of Jesus.

Tracts by Prof.

Newman, Rev. E. M.

Kirkman and Dr. G.

Geldart, Rev. T. P.
GK Zerffi. Pub. at 8s., bound together

On the
Viz, : Ancient Sacrifice
P. ^d.
in cloth, 2s. 6d,
Relations of Theism to Pantheism and on the Gtella Religion ;
On this and the other World ; The Controversy about Prayer ;
;

The True Temptation
Divergence of Calvinism from Pauline Doctrine;
Ancient Hero Making in Religion; Religious Weakness of
Protestantism ; The Living God Clerical Intemperance ; Church
the Infidelity
Cursing and Atheism On Church Pedigrees ; On
of Orthodoxy, Immanuel Kant in his Relation to Modem
History; Ethics and Aesthetics; The Spontaneous Dissolution
of Ancient Creeds.

The Two Theisms Anthropomorphism
;

;

of Jesus;

;

;

Shilling Parcel of the following eighteen excellent pam"

phlets sent free
in Four Parts

by parcel post
1.

Of Duty.

for 3s.
2.

* '

Of

Pleas for Free Inquiry
3 On In-

Inclination.

" Truths

for th Times ";
4. Convent Experiences.
"
Christianity, viewed in the Light of our Prebent Knowledge
and Moral Sen&e", Parts I, II, and III; "A Confutation of
" u Paul the
Disowned Apostle " " Orthothe Diabolarchy
Point
of View", Parts I and II;
fro
the
Hebrew
doxy,
"What is the Church of England?" " A. I. Conversation",
spiration.

,

:

;

;

Parts

I,

"Modern

II,

and III; -'Creed of a Secularist";

Protestantism ".

"Order";
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LIST B.
SPECIAL LIST OF EEMAINDEES.
All at the lowest price, no reduction to the trade, the
object being to supply readers of the "NATIONAL
REFORMER" with literature at specially low rates.
Order must be accompanied by cost of postage, which
is inserted after the letter P.
Where no postage is
mentioned, the goods go by rail at cost of purchaser,
and 2d. in addition to price must be sent for booking.

Adam, W.
Theories of History, with, special reference to the principles of
the Positive Philosophy.
Favorably noticed by J. S. Mill.
Demy 8vo., 441 pp., 3s. P. 4Jd.

On

Agassiz, Louis

8vo.

Classification.

P.

(published at 12s.), reduced to 3s.

Pp.vii. and 381. Cloth

4d.

J. E., Lieut. -Gen. Cleopatra's Needle, the Obelisk
of Alexandria. Cloth, 8vo, 109 pp. (pubd.at 2s. 6d.), Is., post free.

Alexander,
il

The Revelations
2s.
P. 4d.

Antipodes."

of Common-sense.

Crown

8vo,

pp. xi. and 452.

Argyll,

Duke

Causes of the Afghan War, "being a selection

of

of the papers laid before Parliament, with a connecting narrative
and comment Svo, cloth, 326 pp. (pubd. at 6s.), Is. 6d. P. 4jd.

Asseline, Louis Mary AJacoque and the worship of the Sacred
Heart of Jesus, presented in their real character. Translated by
the celebrated Unitarian, Dr. J. B. Beard, and full of information
concerning the frauds and impostures of the Romish Church.
(Pubd. at 4d.)

Bale,

Q-.

GK P.

Post free IJd.

Anatomy and Physiology of Man.

Profusely illustrated (published at

7s. 6d.), 2s. 6d.

School edition.
P. 4Jd.

Barratt, AlfredPhysical Ethics, or the Science of Action.
Definitions, Propositions,

Moral

Sense,

Contents

Human

:
Axioms,
Development,

Unselfish Emotions, Individual Development, Will, Obligation,
Pleasures that are called Bad, Rearrangement, Systems
which make G-ood a Primary Quality, Systems which offer
an Explanation of the Nature of Good, Theological Systems, Organisation of Moral Systems, Objections of in-utility
of falsehood, of sneers, Mr. Spencer's Doctrine of the Absolute,
Laws of Mental Redistribution, Perception of Time, Motion,
and Space ; Relation of Mind to Matter, Esthetic Emotions,

16
Religion of Positivism, Theological Basis of Morality. Cloth,
demy 8vo, 387 pp., 2s. (pub. at 12s.}. Postage 4jd.
Contents: Definitions, The Physical
Physical Metempirio.
Method, Other Consciousness, Things-in-themselves, The
Atomic Theory, Monads, Time and S]5ace, Noumena and Phsencmena, Monadism and Monism, Physical EvolutionjExistence,
Mental Evolution, General Theory of the Relation of Mind and
Matter, Objections, The "Suppression" of Egoism, Ethics and
Politics, Ethics andPsychogony. "With Portrait of the Author.
Cloth, demy Svo, 311 pp., 2s. (Published at 12s. 6d.) P. 4|d.

Bastiat, Frederic (Mernb. Inst. of France) Essays on Political
Economy. Including Capital and Interest, Taxes, Middle Men,
Machinery, Work and Profit, Government, Money, etc. Cloth,
new, 6d. P. 2d.
Benvenuti, B. F. Episodes of the French Revolution, from 1789
to 1795
"with appendix embodying the principal events in
France from 1789 to the present tune, examined from a political
and philosophical point of view. Demy Svo, 310 pp., Is 6d P.4jd.
:

The Principles of Human Knowledge. Treatise
on the nature of the Material Substance (and its relation to th
Absolute), with a brief introduction to the doctrine and full explanations of the text followed by an appendix, with remarisa
on Kant and Hume, by Collyns Symons, liL D. Is. P. 3d.
Bernard. H. H.. Ph.D. Leasing on Bibliolatry. 144pp. (pubd.
Berkeley, BisJiop

;

at5s.j,ls.6d.

P. 3d.

BevBtt, GK P., F.Gr.S.

Industrial G-eography Primers (United
of informa-

States). New, cloth boards, 104pp., 3d. P. Id.
tion as to America.

Birkbeck, W. Lloyd-Historical Sketch
Land in England. New, cloth, 100pp.,

ML

of the Distribution of
P. 3d.

Is.

Andrew A

Short History of the English Parliament.
264 pp., Is. 6d. P. 4 Jd. Notes on the AntiCorn Law Struggle. New, cloth, 305 pp , Is. 6d. P. 4jd.
Devotes special chapters to T. Perronet Thompson and C. P.

Bisset,

New, uncut,

cloth,

"Villiers.

Black, C. ? M.D. On the more evident changes the body undergoes,
and the management of health from infancy to adult age. Cloth,
138 pp. (pubd. at 2s. 6d.), 6d.

P. 2d,

Blake, Carter, D.Sc. Zoology for Students. With Preface by
Professor Owen. Profusely Illustrated, Cloth, 382 pp. 3s. 6d.
P. 4Jd.

Bonaparte, Napoleon (Jerome)

Clericalism in France.

Trans-

by Annie Besant. (Pubd. at 6d ), 3d., post free.
Boyle, P. (the well-known Special Coirespondent) Savage life.
A boot of Travel and Adventure, including "Notes in South
Africa", "A Night in Granada ", "Philosophy of the Angle",
lated

doth, demy Svo, 332 pp., 3s. P. 4d.
Bradlaugh, CharlesHints to Emigrants. Notes of employment,
wages, costs of living, &c., personally made during three journeys
inthe United States of America. (Pubd. at

Is.)

Post

free, 6d.
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Railways and Canals in Relation to British
Trade and Government Control. By "Hercules". New,

British.

boards,

234 pp. (pub. at

P. 3d.

3s. 6d.), 6d.

with:

It deals

-The Cominittee on Railways (Rates and Farew) of 1881 and 1882 ;
Excessive Charges and Terminals Unfair and Preferential Rates,
Secret Allowances, and Unfair Dealings. Amended Classification, Rates and Terminals their true and logical basis Canals ;
Railway Brakes Passenger Traffic tickets, luggage, bye laws
and conditions, platforms, carriages and parcels. Fares, Sunday
Control of Railways by Governtrains, speed, locomotives, etc.
ment the Railway Commissioners and the Board of Trade and
,

;

;

;

lastly

;

with Legislation.

W.

Persia during the Famine a narrative of a tour
and the journey out and home. Cloth gilt. 8vo. 265
pp.,l 8 .P.4Jd.
Broadlmrst, Henry, and It. T. Reid Leasehold Enfran-

Brittlebank,

in the East,

chisement (Imperial Parliament Senet),

W.

Pub.

P. 2d.

6d.

Is.

The Labor

Question. Paper Currency and Lending
on Interest as affecting the prosperity of Labor, Commerce, and
Cloth
Manufactures.
P. 3d.
gilt, 240 pp. (pubd. at 2s. 6d.), 6d.

Brown,

Bryce, Arch. H., LL.D.,&c.

Second Latin Book. Readings,
with notes, from Caesar, Ovid, &e., with Syntax and copious
Vocabulary. Crown 8vo, 422 pp., Is. P. 3d.

Burma and

the Burmese. The TTrench at Tonquin, and effect
on British Interests. With chapters on the Mongol Conquest,
The Prench in India, England and Prance in Indo- China, and
By the auiihor of "Our Burmese
Geographical Notes, etc.
Wars and Relations with Burma", etc,
(Published at 2s)
dofch, 176 pp.

6d.

P. 3d.

Burton's Prairie Traveller;

or,

Overland Boute.

With

and itineraries of the principal routes between
the Mississippi and the Pacific. By General RANDOLPH MABCY.
map,

illustrations,

Crown

8vo, pp. 270, cloth, reduced to Is.

Bushby, Rev.

the Elements of Logic.

Caird, J.

An Essay on

E., B. D.

84 pp., in

stiff

6d.

the

wrapper, 3d.

The British Land Question. Crown 8vo,

Campbell, Sir Geo., M.P.
visit to the

United

States.

P, 3d.

Human

Mind, with
P. Id.

76 pp., 2d. P. Id.

White and Black; the outcome
Cloth 8vo, 440 pp.,

2s. 6d.

of a
P. 6d.

Ireland under the Land Act with
appendix of leading cases under the Act, giving evidence in full,
judicial dicta, etc. 8vo, 280 pp., cloth (pubd. at 6s.), Is. 6d. P. 4d.

Cant- Wall, E. (Barrister)

Cattell, Charles 0.
2s. 6d.), Is. 6d.

;

The Coming English Republic
P. 3d,

(published at

A Search for the first Man and Popular

Lectures on Evolution, 96 pp., boards,

Is.

P. Id.

M.D.

Medical advice to mothers on the management
of children in health and disease. Limp cloth, 98pp., 3d. P. Id.

Challice, J.,
**

Ohastel, E., Prof.

Christianity in the Nineteenth Century.

A

18
Immediate Past.
Religions and Philosophical Survey of the
Translated by J. B,. Beard, doth, crown 8vo, 236 pp., Is. P. 3d.
P. 3d.
Letter to Bey. Ghas. Voysey. 2d.
Christian Theist,

A

Clifford-Smith, J. L.
of Besults.

M.P.

Social Science Association.

A Narrative

With photos of Lord Brougham and <3k W. Hastings,

Cloth, 190 pp. (pnbd. at 2s. 80.), 6d.

P. 2d.

Oobden, RichardBiography by J. E. Ritchie.
Royal

engraving.

4to, 4d.

"With,

superb steel

P. IJd.

CONTEMPORARY REVIEW.

1874, complete in 2 vols., OH.
T.
(published at 15s each) containing articles by W. E. Gladstone, Sir
KarBrassey, Sir "W. Herscnell, Professor Clifford, Dean Stanley,
Bliad, and many other famous writers.
And these numbers, 3d. eacih 1875. January contains Supernatural Religion
(The Silence of Eusebius), by Prof. Lightfoot; Sermon on the Immutability
Saxon Studies, by
of Jehovah, by Colenso ; My* Miller's reply to Darwin
Julian Hawthorne, etc., etc. March contains Saturn, and the Sabbath of the Jews,
by E. A. Proctor ; Some Kesults of the Challenger Expedition, by Prof. Huxley
Life at High Pressure, by W. E. Greg; On Objections to "Literature and
Dogma", by Marthew Arnold, etc., etc. April contains, A Jesuit Fathei on
Papal Infallibility; The Covenanters, Charles IL and Argyle, Instinct and
Eeason, by St. Geoige iMivart, Bogies of To^y, by Earl Pembroke, etc., etc.
September contains A Discussion on the Scientific Basis of Moials between
Prof. Clifford, Fiedenc Earnson, and P. C. W. Lord Blachford on Huxley's
Hypothesis that Animate are Automata; Ocean Circulation, by Dr. "W. B.
Carpenter; Eight use of a Surplus, by W. E. Greg, etc., etc. November contains India, Political and Social, by M. E. Grant Duff Religious and Conservative Aspects of Positivism, by Frederic Harrison, Likenesses, or Philosophical Anatomy, by St George Mivart, etc., etc. The above five numbers for
1875 free for Is. lO^d
1876. January contains The Fallacies of Testimony, by
W. B. Carpenter; Why have Animals a Nervous System? by H. Gharlton
Bastiau: Goethe and Minna. Herdieb, by Andrew Hamilton; Wesleyap
Methodism, by J. L. Davies Public Education, by Sir John Lubbock, etc etc. April
contains Eussian Idylls, by W. E. S. Ealston; The Bases of Morals, by
James Hinton, Homerology, by W. E. Gladstone; John H. Newman: a
Psychological Study, by the Eev John Hunt ; Jellyfish Theory of Language, by the
Bev. A. H. Sayce, etc etc. June contains Evolution and the Eehgion of the FuE Gladstone
Courses of Eehgious Thought, by
ture, by Anna. Swanwick
The Latest Theory about Bacon, by E. A. Abbot Elementary Education, by Sir
John Lubbock The Drama, by waiter
Pollock David Friednch Strauss,
by Eev. A. M. Fairbairn, etc., etc. July contains Turkey, by Arthur Arnold ;
Christian Evidences, by Eiehard H. Hutton ; Homerology, by W. E Gladstone
The Poise of Europe, by M. E. Grant Duff The Eestitution of all Things, by
Andrew Jukes, etc., etc. September contains Automatism and Evolution, by Dr.
Charles "Elanr ; Capital Punishment in England, by Francis W. Rowsell Churchr
October contains Imperznanship of John
esley, by James Eigg, D.D., etc., etc.
fect Genius "William Blake, by
G. Hewlett Professor Cairnes on Value, by
W. T. Thornton ; Antagonism of Creeds, by Philip Schaff D D. Working Men and
the Eastern Question, by Geo. Potter and Gep. Howell, etc., etc. November contains
Philosophy without Assumptions, by Cardinal Manning. The Pi ophetac Element
in the Gospels, by
E. Greg, Eussian Policy in Turkestan, by W. E. GladThe above
stone; A Psychological Parallel, by Matthew Arnold, etc etc.
seven numbers for Ib76 free for 2s.7jd.
1877. Februaiy contains Evolution and
the Vegetable Kingdom, by W. Carruthers, F.E 8.
Pioblems of Social
and Political Ijfe in France, by A. Oer ; The English People in relation to the
Eastern Question, by Edward A. Freeman; Henrietta Maria; The Eoman
Catholics and the Puritans, by Peter Bayne; Transcendentalism in England,
Itew England, and India, by H. Holbeach, etc etc.
April contains : Spinoza : 16771877, by Ernest Benan Metaphysical Study, by Prof. Bain The
Germ Theory and Spontaneous Generation : Pasteur, Tyndall, Bastian ; One per
etc.
Gent., by Prof. Bonamy Price, etc
July contains : Morality in Politics,
Jay the Duke of Argyll; Pascal and Montaigne, by John Grote; EeKgious
Upheaval in Scotland, by William Wallace ; Drifting Light Waves, by E. A.
,
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Proctor; Virgil, by Julia Wedgwood, etc., etc. September contains : The Gosper
according to St. John, by Ernest Eenan; The Pantheistic Factor in Christian
Thought, by the Rev. R. F. Littiedale; Scientific Movement and literature; by
Edward Dowden ; French Chateaux of the Renaissance, by Mrs. Mark Pattison
(Lady Dilke), etc etc. October contains The Divine Guidance of the Church,
by the Bishop of Salisbury; Trial of Jesus Chnst, by A. Taylor Innes; Trades
Unions, Apprentices and Technical Education, by George Howell; Oxygen in the
Sun, by R. A. Proctor ; Legislation for the Insane, by Dr. D. Hack Take, etc.. etc.
November contains : The Resurrbction of Chrrrt a new revelation, by Canon West:

,

W

War-Power, by Prof. P.
Newman; Fashionable Farces; Prof. Tyndall'a
Birmingham address, by George Peard The Slaveowner and the Turk, by Goldwin
Smith. The above six numbers of 1877 free for 2s. 3d.
1878. June contains :
Facts of Indian Progress, by Monier Williams
Determinism and Moral
Freedom, by Paul Janet, Scottish Influence on English Theological Thought, by
D. J. Vaughan; Are the Working Classes Improvident' by George Howell;
Fu%re Punishment, Eternal Hope, by F. W. Farrar, etc., etc. July contains :
The Position and Influence of Women in Ancient Greece, by Di\ Donaldson;
Roman Metempsychosis a sequel to the discussion on future punishment, by
Francis Peek: Future of Judaism, by Rev. W. H. Fremantle; A curious article
on a Secularist Sunday Evening, etc., etc. August contains Max Muller on
Julius jVIohl Critical Movement in the Scotch Free Church, by T. M. Lindsay ; The
Early Roman Baptismal Creed, by George Salmon Parochial Charities of the City,
by Walter H. James Evolution and Pantheism, by R. St. J. Tyrwhitt, Professor
Blackie on the Scot, etc., etc. The above three numbers for 1878 free for Is. 3d.
cott,

;

.

;

;

,

;

February contains- A. K. Wallace on

New

Guinea and its Inhabitants:
Ritualism, Roman Catholicism, and Converts, by Rev. Father Ryder; Migration of
Birds, by Dr. Aug. Weissman ; Co-operative Stores and Common Sense, by Rev. W.
L. Blackley , Contemporary Life and Thought in Russia, by T. S., St. Petersturg:
Literary Chronicles, by Profs. Bonamj Price, Cheetham, S. R. Gardiner, and
Matthew Browne, etc., etc. March contains: Belief in Chnst: its relation to
miracles and to evolution, by J. LI. Davies ; New Planets near the Sun, by R. A.
Proctor ; Women
Ancient Athens (Aspasia and Sappho), by James Donaldson ;
Confession : its Scientific and Medical Aspects, by George Cowell ; New Religious
Movement in France, by Josephine E. Butler, etc tc. April contains : Carnivorous Plants, by Blhee Hopkins Over-production, by Prof. W. S. Aldia ; Bad
Trade and its cause, by Stephen Williamson and R. H. Patterson Disenclosure of
the "Anglican Paddock", by J. R. Prettvman, etc., etc. May contains: The
Social Philosophy and Religion of Com.te.by Prof E. Caird; Prof. St. George
Mivart on the Study of Natural History ; Commercial Depression and Reciprocity,
by Prof Bonamy Price ; Ongpn and the beginning of Christian Philosophy, by
Canon Westcott, Political Life in Germany, by Friednch von Schulte, etc., etc.
June contains Conspiracies in Russia, by Karl Blind Barbarisms of Civilisation,
by Prof. F. W. Newman British Empire in India, by J. von Ddllinger Origin of
the Week, by R. A. Proctor; The New Bulgaria, by an Eastern Statesman, etc.,
etc
July contains Benjamin- Franklin, by Thomas Hughes ; The Last Jewish
7
Revolt, by Ernest Renan Why is Pain a Mystery by J Burney Yeo What are
Living Beings ' by Prof St. George Mivart; Chloral and other narcotics, by Dr.
B W. Richardson, etc . etc. August contains Religious Condition of Germany,
by Friedrich von Schulte ; Cheap Justice, by Henry Crompton Indian Religious
Thought, by Monier Williams, Progieas of Education in England, by F. Paek;
Conspiracies in Russia, by Karl Bland, etc.. etc. September contains The First
8m as Recorded in the Bible and in Ancient Oriental Tradition, by Francois
Lenorniant Political and Intellectual Life in Greece, byN. Kasasis; Animals and
Plants, by Prof. St. George Mivart, The Future of China, by Sir Walter H.
Medhurst; Problem of the Great Pyramid, by Richard A. Proctor, etc., etc.
October contains The Supreme God in the Indo-European Mythology, by James
Darmestater; Forms and Colors of Living Creatures, by Prof. Mivart, Moral
Limit-, of Beneficial Commerce, by F. W. Newman India and Afghanistan, by
Lieut -Col. R. D. Osborn ; Myths of the Sea and the River of Death, by C. F.
Keary, etc oto. November contains: Max Mailer on Fieedom, The Ancient
Regime and the Revolution in France, by Prof von Sybel The Deluge its Traditions in. Ancient Nations, by Francois Lenormant What is the Actual Condition
of Ireland ? by E Stanley Robertson Suspended Animation, by R A, Proctor,
1880. January conetc , etc
The above ten numbers for 1879 free for 3s. 8d.
tains England in the Eighteenth Century, by Karl Hillebrand ; Landlords and
Land Laws, by J. S Blackie Herbert Spencer on the Data of Ethics ; Relation
of Animals and Plants to Time, by St. George Mi varfc; Philosophy in the Lart
1879.
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Forty Years, by Hermann Lotze, etc., etc. February contains : C. B. Radcliffe on
the Pedigree of Man; Geography of Lrvinff Creatures, by St. Gteorge Mivart ;
ris
Question,, by Malcolm MacColl ; Usury ; Contemspecs of the Irish
Forgotten
orgoen Aspects
*
porary life and Thought In Turkey, etc., etc. March contains* The Vernacular
Press of India,, by Boper Lethbridge ; Hellenic and Christian Views of Beauty, by
"
"
fiie Her. B. St. J. Tyrwhitt;
Sequel to the Pedigree of Man ", by Dr. Badcliffe ; Duration of Parliaments, by "W* E. Cassels, etc., etc. April contains :
Adam
The
between
Eev.
31.
Kanfmann
the
of
Future, by
Genealogies
Society
and the Delnge, by F. enormant ; Personal Property, Debt and Interest, by F.
Mivart
to
of
One
St
Eelations
Newman
W.
;
Another, by
laying Bemgs
;
George
Max Muller and Kill on Liberty ; History of Bent in England, by J. E. Thorold
Bogers, etc., etc. May contains : The Gospel of Evolution, by Dr. Elaxn ; Daltonism, by W. Pole ; Elettsmian Mysteries, by F. Lenormant ; International Novelists
and Mr. Howells, by Mrs. S. Orr, etc., etc. June contains . Mr. Buskin's Public
Letters; The French Eepublic and the Church, by E. Scherer ; EHioe Hopkins on
Ants ; Greek Christian Inscriptions, by George T. Stokes , The Age o Balzac, by
W. S. Luly, etc., etc. July contains Zarl BSllebrand on the Sources of German
The Indian
Discontent ; From Faust to 35dr. Pickwick, by Matthew Browne
Few Weeks on the Continent, by the Duke of Argyll,
Dilemma, by Major Grey ,
August contains. International Moiality, by the Eev. J. LI Da-vies;
etc., etc.
Biver Water, Sea Water, and Rock Salt, by Justus Eoth , Missing Millions, by
Iieut.-Col. Osbprn: Bent, by Piof . Bon Pnee , Belgium the Problem of Liberty in
Catholic Counties, by John Bae ; Comparative Esthetics, by Vernon Lee, etc , etc
September contains : Unity of Nature, by the Duke of Argyll Future of Canada
by George Anderson; Apprenticeship of the Future, by Prof Sylvanus P. Thomson ; fTflTn-nflh TTpfnpj by Charles Grant, etc., etc. October contains Man'3 Place
in Nature, by the Duke of Argyll , Why Keep India, by Grant Allen ; Through
Siberia, b Eev.
Land&dell, Theology and Materialism, by Justice Fry Primitive Religion, by^ John Eae , Ongin ot Music, by J. F Eowbotham, etc , etc.
November contains : AT"TTml Instinct in Belation to Mind of Mian by Duke of
Argyll ; Nationalisation of the Land, by A B. Wallace , Eelatzon of Christian Belief to National Life, by the Eev. J. Baldwin Brown ; Old and New Japan, by Sir
B. Alcock, etc., etc. December contains The Duke of Argyll on the Limits of
Human Knowledge ; Nihihsm in Bussia, by Bev. J. Kaufmann ; What is the House

A

;

:

;

A

;

.

H

.

of Lords? by Prof. Bon, Price; Pusey on Everlasting Punishment, Land
League and its Work, by T. P. O'Connor, etc , etc. The complete set for 1880 free
fors.4d.

Conway. Moacure D.
7s. 6d.)

Is. 6d.

(pubd. at

Is.)

Republican Superstitions.
(Pubd. at
P. 3d. Human Sacrifices in England. 64 pp.
3d. P. Id.

Cooke, Clement Kinloch, B.A.., UJ.M!. A Handy Book for
Electors. A Short and Easy Guide to the Corrupt Practices Act,
1883.
With Index. New, cloth, 63 pp 6d. P. Id. Most
,

useful in view of the approaching general election to persons
taking part in politics. It shows what may and what may not
"be

done by

Corviclien,

electors, candidates,

B.

The Philosophy of

and agents.
all Possible

Revelations.

Grown

8vo, stiff paper covers, 360 pp., 9d. P. 4Jd.
Curwen, H.
History of Booksellers, Old and New. Numerous
Portraits and Illustrations. 8vo, 483 pp., 2s. 6d, P. 4^d.
Daly, J. Bowles, D.D. Radical Pioneers of the Eighteenth
of Radicalism
Century. Containing chapters on : The

A

Dawn

;

Wilkes and Liberty Home Liberty of the Press Lord Thurlow ; Revolt of American
French Revolution English
Cplonies
Political Societies
Paine in France, etc. 234 pp., crown 8vo
;

,

;

;

;

;

(pubd. by Sonnenschein at 6s ), Is. 6d. P. 4d.
Davies, Bev. J. LI., M.A. Forgiveness after Death. 40

pp., Id.

Jr. jCL.
.

A.

Political

Rights

:

How

acquired, retained, or forfeited

;

21
with a sketch of such rights under ancient and modern Republics.

Crown 8vo, 368 pp.,
Dilke, Mrs. Asnton
pubd. Is

),

6d

cloth gilt, Is. 6d., boards, Is.

Woman Suffrage

P. 4fd.
(Imperial Parliament Senes.

P. 2d.

Diplomatic Studies on

tlie Crimean "War,
Issued from the
Russian Foreign Office, and containing most important documents. Cloth new and uncut. 2 vols., 516 pp. and 416 pp.
5s.

(published at 16s

)

P. 10 $d.

Latin Grammar.

179 pp. (published at 4s.), 6d. P. 2d.
Memories of Our Great Towns, with
Anecdotic Gleanings concerning their worthies and their oddities.
With 38 illustrations Towns described Doncaster, Cambridge,
Bath, Birmingham, Nottingham, Dundee, Norwich, Exeter,
Leicester, Liverpool, Edinburgh, Brighton, Bradford, Belfast,

Direy,

!L.

Doran, Dr. John, F.S.A.

:

Londonderry,
344 pp.,

Bristol,

3s. 6d.

Dyas, Capt

It.

P

H.

Glasgow, Plymouth.

Cloth,

gilt,

8vo.

4d.

The Upas

:

a vision of the

rise, reign,
2s. 6d. P.

decay of Superstition. Pubd. at 10s., reduced to
Bads, H. L. Shaker Theology. 2s. P. 4jd.

and
4fd.

Edwards, H. Sutherland

Russian Projects against India, from
Tzar Peter to General Skobeleff. With Map of Central Asia,
showing countries affected and the Russo- Afghan Frontier,

Demy
Ellis,
to

8vo, 296 pp.

Alex.
God".

J.,

Uncut,

2s.

P. 4^d.

B.A.TheDyer'sHand:

Post

preceded by

"The "Way

free, 2d.

Emerson, Ralph. Waldo

Letters and Social Aims

Contents

:

Poetry and Imagination, Social Aims, Eloquence, Resources,
The Comic, Quotation and Originality, Progress of Culture,
Persian Poetry, Inspiration, Greatness, Immortality.
Cloth,
267 pp. (pub. at 2s.), Is. P. 3d.
1694 to 1726.
Espinasse, F. Voltaire: his Life and Times.
620 pp (pubd. at 14s ), 2s. 6d. P. 6d.
Facts and Figures, Important events in History, Geography,
Literature,

Biography,

Ecclesiastical

History,

etc.,

etc.

Arranged in classified chronological order. Post free, 6d.
a new transFarrer, J. A. Crimes and Punishments. Including
M
lation of Beccaria's "Dei Delitte e Delle Pene
doth, 8vo,
.

price Is. 6d. P. 4d.
Fate of the Peers, The, or a few words with ' ' Our Old Nobility ".
With cartoon, crown 8vo, 32 pp., Id. P. d.

250 pp. (pubd. at 6s

),

The Age and the Gospel. A controbook on the Christian side. 303 pp 2s. P. 4jd.
Fowler, William Thoughts on Free Trade in Land. 8vo, 70 pp.,

Frankland, Rev. B., B.A.
versial

3d.

,

P. Id.

Freeman, Dr. E. A. Political Catechism. Id. P. Jd.
Oaribaldi and the Founders of Italian Unity. With
traits of Gladstone, Garibaldi, Cavour,

Por-

Pope Pius IX., Dante,
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Mazzini, Orsmi, Poerio, Ssptembiioi, Foscolo, and Francis II.
2d. ; post free, 2jd,
Gebler, Carl von GaHeo GteJflei. Demy 8vo, 356 pp., 4s. P. 6d.

Giles, Itev*. Dr.
Apostolic Kecords of Early Christianity, from the date of theCrucifixion to the Middle of the Second Century.
Cloth, new,
uncut, 440 pp. (Published at 10s. 6d.) 3s. 6d. P. 6d.
Hebrew and Christian Records. 2 vols. 870 pp. (Published
at 24s.)

7s.

[The 3

vote,

free ly Parcel Post for Us. 6d ]
132 pp. ,3d. P. Id.

Gladstone and Beaconsfield: whom to follow.
Golden library Series, The. The Book

of Clerical AnecAim a Godwin's (William}
Holmes* Autocrat of the BreakLives of the Necromancers
Holmes' Professor at the Breakfast Tablefast Table
Hood's Whims and Oddities, complete with all the original

dotesEmerson's Letters and

Social

iHnstrations
Irvxng's (Washington) Tales of a Traveller
Jesse's (Edward) Scenes and Occupations of Country Life
y
Mallory s (Sir Thos.) Mort d' Arthur : the Stories of King
Arthur and the Knights of the Hound Table ; edited by B.
Montgomery Kankin
Pope's Complete Poetical Works
St. Pierre's* Paul and Virginia, and the Indian Cottage edited,
;

with life, by the Bev. E. Clarke Shelley's Later Poems. Eeduced to Is. each, by post 3d. extra, or four can be sent by parcels
post for 4s. 6d.
of the Necromancers An account of the
most eminent persons in successive ages who have claimed for
themselves, or to whom has been imputed by others, the Exercise

Godwin, WilliamLives
of Magical Power.

:

Cloth, 282 pp. (pubd. at 2s.), Is.

P. 3d.

Gospel History and Doctrinal Teaching Critically Examined, The. Cloth gilt, 255 pp., 2s. 6d. P. 4jd.
Gregg, W. S. (F. Mabel Eobinson) Irish History for English
Readers. From the Age of Legends and St. Patrick to the 1885
Election. With Late Table of Important Events from 3rd Century to Presept Time. 4th edition, 192 pp., crown 8vo (pubd.
byVizetellyandCo., at Is.), 6d. P. 2d.
Groome, "W., M.A., etc. Concise Tables for Chemical Analysis.

Demy
P.

8vo, limp cloth, 4d., post free.

Musical Harmony.

3d.

Id.

Guyot, Yves

Social Economy. Book I. Economic Science, its
Book II. The Constituents of
objects, and methods.
Book
HI. Value of Fixed and Circulating Capital.
Value.
IV.
Book
Value of Man. Book V. Experimental Economics.
Book VI. The Functions of the State. Cloth, crown 8vo, 325
P. 4Jd.
pp. (pub by Sonnenschein at 9s.), 2s
Half-Hours with. Freethinkers Lord Bolingbroke, and Paine.
The two post free IJd.

nature,

Hall,

W. H.

Acts.

Gleanings in Ireland after the
Cloth 8vo, 115 pp., Is, P. 3d.

(Bullock)

With map.

Land
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C. Oriental Zigzag.
'Wanderings in Syria, Moab,
304 pp.,
Abyssinia, and Egypt.
Handsomely Illustrated.
2s. 6d.
P. 4^d.

Hamilton,

Hawley,

J.

H.

First

Book of English Grammar.

Cloth, 3d. P. Id.

Health. Lectures
Defective Drainage as a Cause of Disease, "by J. MaTnnson Fox
Clothing, by John Haddon, M.D. Good Nursing and its Importance in the Treatment of Disease, by J. A. Irwin, M.D.
The House, by Henry Simpson, M.D. Infant Feeding in Relation to Infant Mortality, by Henry Ashby, M.D.
Sick
Nursing amongst the Poor, by C. J. Cullingworth. These Six
Pamphlets containing invaluable information for the Prevention and Cure of Disease, will be sent post free for 7d.
;

,

;

,

;

Heine, H.
Ludwig Borne. Recollections of a Revolutionist. Abridged and
Is.
P. 3d.
translated by T. S. Egan,
English Fragments, from the German.
Cloth, 6d.

Translated by S. Norris,

P. 2^d.

Hennebert, Lieut. Col. English in Egypt England and the
Mahdi Arabi and the Suez Canal. With maps. 6d. P. 9d.
Herbert of Cherbury, Lord (" The Father of Deism ") Poems.
;

j

Edited, with Introduction, by John Churton Collins. Attractively bound in imitation vellum and printed in old style, 8vo,
136 pp , 2s. P. 4d.

J. B,., F.R.A.S. An Introduction to Astronomy. With
Explanatory Vocabulary of Astronomical Terms.
Profusely
illustrated and neatly bound, 224 pp., crown 8vo. (originally

Hind,

-

pubd. at

3s. 6d.), Is.

P. 3d.

Hoare, E. N.,
poets.

ME. A., Exotics, or, English words from Latin
Post 8vo, 334 pp., with complete index, Is. 6d. P. 4jd.

Hogg, Jabez

An

Elements of Experimental and Natural Philosophy.
to the Study of Mechanics, Pneumatics,

Easy Introduction

Hydrostatics, Hydraulics, Acoustics, Optics, Caloric, Electriand Magnetism. 400 woodcuts, 560 pp. crown
Svo. (pubd. at 5s.), Is. 6d. P. 4Jd.

city, Voltaism,

Holyoake,

G-.

J.

with remarks on

Hangman.

The

Tho

social means of promoting Temperance,
errors in its advocacy.
Public lessons of the
two, post free, 2d.

Hone, "W.
The Apocryphal

New Testament, being all the Gospels, Epistles,
etc^%ttributed to Christ, his Apostles, and their companions in
the first four centuries of the Christian era. 2s. 6d. P. 4Jd.
Ancient Mysteries Described. With Engravings, 2s. 6d. P.

A

Sketches of the Hungarian Emigration into Turkey.
Adventures during the Hungarian War of Independence, 1849.
Translated by Bayle St, John. 10 i pp. (pubd. at Is.), 6d. P. Id.

Ho&ved,

Hood, ThomasWhims and

Oddities in Probe and Verse.

With
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80 original designs. (Complete and unabridged), doth, 323 pp.
(published at 2s.), Is. P. 3d.
Hugh.an, Samuel Hereditary Peers and Hereditary Paupers
the two extremes of English Society. 152 pp., large 8vo, well
printed and neatly bound, Is. P. 3d.
:

and Garibaldi Political Poems. Post free, Id.
" The
Bulgarian Struggle for Indepen(Author of
dence") The Kidnapping of Prince Alexander of Battenberg
The history
his return to Bulgaria, and subsequent abdication
of the whole matter. Demy Svot, 272 pp. New. 6d. P. 3d.

Hugo, Victor,
Huhn, A. Von

;

Imperial FederationEngland and her Colonies. The Five best Essays submitted to
ie London Chamber of Commerce for their Prize Competition,
1877 selected for publication by the Judges (J. A. tfroude,
;

Prof. Seeley, and SirB. W. Bawson). Authors. Prof. Oreswell (Bridgwater), C. V. Smith (Cambridge), W. J. Bradshaw
(Richmond, Aust), F. H. Turnock (Winnipeg), and J. C.
Fitzgerald (Wellington, N.Z.) 168 pp. Crown 8vo, 3d. P* 3d.

Imperial Parliament Series

Uniform, crown 8vo, bound ia

red cloth (pubd. at Is ), 6d. each. P. 2d. each.
Leasehold Enfranchisement. By Henry Broadlmrst, H.P., and
Eobert T. Beid, M.P.
Representation. By Sir John Lubbock.
"Woman Suffrage. By Mrs. Ashton Dilke.
India : its Problem Solved. Undeveloped wealth in India, and
State Reproductive Works Prevention of Famine, and Advancement of the Material Progress of India. A Compilation from
412 pp
Blue Books, Reports, and various high authorities.
,

,

post 8vo, cloth bds., gilt lettered, Is. P. 4jd.
Ingleby, C. M., M. A. Outlines of Theoretic! Logic.

88pp., 6d.

Cloth,

P. lid.

"Washington Tales of a Traveller. Contents : Strange
Stories by a Nervous Gentleman, Buckthorne and his Friends,
The Italian Banditti, The Money Diggers. Cloth, 316 pp. (pubd.
at 2s ), Is. P. 3d.

Irving-,

W. S.- A Century of Dishonor; a sketch of the
United States Government's dealings with some of the North
American Tribes. An able Indictment. Cloth. Svo, 457 pp.

Jackson, Mrs.

P. 4jd.
Scenes and Occupations of a Country Life; with
recollections from Natural History. Cloth, 327 pp. (pubd. at 2s ),
*'
Is. P. 3d.
(pubd. at

Jesse,

7s. 6d.), 2s.

Edward

Kane, Sir Bobert
and

M.I)., etc.,

-Elements of Chemistry, Theo-

Practical, including the most recent discoveries and
applications of the science to medicine and pharmacy, to agriculindex
ture, and to manufacture. "With 230 woodcuts and
retical

copious
P. 7Jd.
TSie Dilemmas of Labor and Education.
Con-

Second edition,

Karoly, Akin

doth, royal Svo, 1069 pp.,

3s. 6d.

25
9

tents

Dilemma of Labor
" brief

The

"

critical examination of
Progress and
philosophy of Kant ; Dilemma of Education ;
Literary Artizan. 96 pp., crown 8vo, cloth, 6d. P. 2d,
:

Poverty

,

;

Common

-Xempner, W.
326 pp., 2s.

ISense Socialism.

Kossuth, Louis

Laming, B.

Lamon,

The

Cloth

gilt,

crown 8vo,

5s.

my Exile.
War of 1859.

complete history of

Goth, 446 pp.,

Spirituality of Causation.
116 pp., 9d. P. 3d.

2s. 6d.

A scientific hypo-

gilt,

Ward

Col.

pp.546.

A

Memories of

the origin of the Italian
P.
thesis.

Goth,

P. 6d.

Life of

Abraham Lincoln.

Portraits.

Goth.

P. 7d.

Larwood, Jacob The Book of Clerical Anecdotes. A gathering
from many sources of the Antiquities, Humors, and Eccentricities
of "The Cloth". Introduction by Frederick Saunders.
Goth,
336 pp. (pubd. at

2s.), Is,

Work and Pay.

Levi, Leone

P. 3d.
3d.

P. Id.

Witch Stories. A history of the witches
of Scotland and England from 1479 to 1751. 320pp., Is. 6d.

Linton, Mrs. E.

Lynn

P. 3d.

Lloyd, "W. W. The History of Sicily, from Homer to the Athenian
War. Chapters on its primitive population, and Hellenic settleits tyrants, sages, and heros, including Hippocrates,
Hiero, Selinus, Xenophanes, Empedocles, etc.; and Elucidations of Pindar's Sicilian Odes.
408 pp., demy 8vo.
With
Map. 2s. 6d. P. 7Jd.

ments;

Lloyd, P., andW, Newton

Prussia' s Representative Man. Containing a Life of Heinrich von Kleist, with a translation of
Kleist's novel " Michael Kohlhaas", and his drama, "Prince
Frederick ot Homburg". Goth, pp. 466, Is. 4d. P. 3d.

Lubbock, Sir John

Representation. The 2nd vol. issued in the
"Imperial Parliament" Series. 100 pp., crown 8vo cloth (pubd.
by Sonnenschein at Is.), 6d. P. 2d.
Christian Legends of the Middle Ages. Goth,
Maccall,

Wm.

P. 4jd.
-Three years of the Eastern Question.
Goth, 8yo, 302 pp. (published at 5s.), Is. 6d. P. 4Jd.
8vo, 320 pp., Is. 6d.

MacColl, Rev. M., M. A.

Mackay,

2%,

W., M.A.,

Eise and progress of Christianity, cloth, 324 pp. (published at
P. 4Jd.
10s. 6d.), 2s. 6d.
The Eternal Gospel; or, the Idea of Christian
(Published at 2s by
P. 2d.
all, 6d.

Thomas

Scott.)

In two

Perfectibility.
parts, 3d. each,

in

S. C., D.D. Select Headings in the Greek Text of
Matthew, lately published by Rev, Drs. Westoott and Hort
With a P.S. on " The Revisers and the Greek Text of the New
72 pp, (pubd. at 2s.), 3d. P. Id.
Testament'

Malan, Rev.
S.

7

.
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of

Mallory, Sir Tnos. Stories of E^g Arthur and the Enights
the Round Table (Mort d' Arthur). Edited by B. M. Ranking.
Contents: Introduction, Coming of Arthur, G-eraint and Enid,
Merlin's Death, Lanncelot and Elaine, Quest of the Holy Grail,
Pelles

and Ettarde, Passing

2s.}, Is.

Cloth, 178 pp. (pubd. at

Philosophy of the Conditioned

Mansel, Prof.
Mill's

of Arthur.

P. 3d.
"with criticisms on
2s. P. 3d.

:

Examination of Sir "W. Hamilton's Philosophy.

A

and
Practical, of the Law of Sales ot Food, Drinks,
Stiff paper cover,
Medicines, by a Barrister and Magistrate.
post 8vo, 80 pp. (pubd. at 2s.), 3d. P. Id.
McCosn, Rev. Prof. J., LIi.D. The Association of Ideas, and
36 pp., Id. P. f d.
its influence on the training of the Mind.

Manual,

McDouall, P. (the Chartist) Trial of. Post free, 2d
^Menier, M. A Treatise on the Taxation of Eixed Capital
paper cover, 412 pp

,

(pub. 4s. 6d.) Is.

Men of the Tnird Republic.

MODERN REVIEW.

New,

P. 3d.

Cloth, 8vo, 384pp., Is. 6d. P. 4jd.

4d. per copy. P. 3d.
;
January contains: Churches established and non-established, by
Dr. G. Yance Smith; Herbert Spencer's Data of Ethics, by J. T, Bixby;
Religious instruction in schools, by J. IL Smith; Bichard Cobden, by 8.
Alfred Steinthal ; Moral influence of the Christian pulpit, by J. Drummond, etc.,

In good condition

1882

April contains: Ecdesiastes, by T, Tyler; Mateiialism, by Mr. Justice
Kiehmxmd; The seven (Ecumenical Councils, by Dr. J. Hunt, Bhys Davids'
Hibbert lectures Jane Austen and Charlotte Bronte, by A. Armitt Darwinism
and religion, by H. "W. Crosskey, etc., etc. 1883 January contains The literatiue of IsraeL by P. H. Wicksteed; Natural religion Pi ogress and poverty, by
G-. Sarson; Abolition of judicial oaths, by C. C. Coe, etc., etc.
April contain a ;
Catholic Church in Prance, by a Jftench Catholic priest Deuteronomy, by Prof.
J. E. Carpenter .Overstrain in education, by R. A. Armstrong : Correspondence
of Carlyle and Emerson Man and his relatives a question of moiality, by A.
Armitt; Memory and personal identity, by the Hon. Eoden Noel, etc etc.
"
Money, Ed. The Truth about America.
By the author of Tea
" Twelve Months with the Bashi
Cultivation, etc. in India",
Bazouks ", etc. 240 pp., fcap. 8vo, tastefully bound, Is. P. 3d.
etc.

;

;

:

:

;

,

1

:

;

,

Monteil, Edgar

Catechisme d'un Libre Penseur.

Morley, Henry Memoirs
illustrations, doth gilt,

of

8vo, 404 pp., 3s. 6d.

P

P. 3d.

Is.

Bartholomew Fair

Nearly 100
4jd.

"
Lothrop (Author of Dutch Republic ") Democracy :
Motley,
the Climax of Political Progress and Destiny of Advanced Races.
Demy 8vo, 32 pp., 2d. P. Jd.
J.

Mountain, Rev.

J. H., D.D. Classical Biographies. Containing the lives of Xenophon, Dionywus the Elder, Dionysius the
Younger, Timoleon and Mithndates. Cloth, pp. 146, 9d. P. Jd.

NTayler, B. S.

The Sabbath question.

O'Keefe, Father

Demy

Ultramontanism
8vo, 270 pp., Is. P. 4d.

O'Kelly, E. de Pentheny
9d.

P. 3d.

4to, 64 pp., 2d.,

v. civil

and

post free 3d.

religious liberty.

Theology for the people.

Cloth

gilt,
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Owen, Robert D.

-Situations

and women.

post free.

Id.,

lawyers, clergy, physicians,

men

Ozanam, A, Frederic

History of Civilisation in the fifth century.
Translated from the French by ASHLEY C. G-LYNW, B.A. 2 vols.
in one, 470 pp., an excellent work, 2s. 6d. P.
4jd.

Thomas Political pamphlets
Decline and fall of the" Letters to the
citizens of America '
English
system of Iftnance'
"
Agrarian Justice opposed to Agrarian Law and Agrarian Monopoly, with apian for creating a National Fund" ''Dissertations*
on the first principles of Government ". The four free for 5d.

Paine,

'

'

;

;

Parker, B. G., A.M.

School Compendium of Natural and Experimental Philosophy (published at 4s.), Is. 6d. P. 3d.
Paton, A. A.
history of the Egyptian Revolution, from the*
period of the Mamelukes to the death of Mohammed Ali. 2 vols.,
P. 7|d.
cloth, published at 18s., now reduced to 5s

A

Peasant's

Home, The.

from 1760 to 1875.

of agricultural laborers
8vo, 136 pp., 6d. P. 3d,

Showing progress

Crown

Natural Causation.
An E-<say in Four Parts.
Contents : I. The Doctrine of Design viewed from the Standpoint
of Evolution.
II. Philosophical Necessity : A Defence.
III.
Natural Growth in Ethics. IV. Natural Growth in Civilisation.
New, uncut, 198 pages, cloth, boards, good index, Is. 6d P. 4Jd.

Plumptre, 0. E.

Pope, Alexander

Complete Poetical Works. Reprinted from the
Cloth, 192 pp. (pubd. at

original editions.

POPTJXAR SCIENCE REVIEW.
Artists

per

P. 3d.

(Illustrated by the best
to be had. Price 3d.

Only the following numbers now

)

number

for 2s. 9d.
1879.

2s.), Is.

(published at 2s. 6d.).

P

Any five numbers free for

3d.

Self-fertilisation of Plants,

January contains :

The eight numbers-

Is. 9d.

by

Itev.

Q-.

Henslow

W

,

Oldest Mountain in England, by C. Callaway; Electric Light, by
H.
Stone ; Origin of Tarns, by J. C. Ward ;Gap between the Chalk and Eocene
in England and the Upper Cretaceous .Floras, by J. S. Gardner, etc., -with
illustrations. April contains : Evolution of the Elements by M. M. P. Muir ,
Structure and Origin of the Limestones, by H. C. Sorby Supposed New Crater
on the Moon, by E. Neison ; Entomology, by "W. S. Dallas ; Souroes and TJbes of
.tron Pyrites, by J.
July contains . The Birth,
Phillips, etc., with fine plates
Life and Death of a Storm, iby Robert H. Scott . Extinct Animals of the Colonies
of Great Britain, by Prof Hichard Owen ; The Silurian, Devonian, and Carboniferous Bocks in the London Area, by B. Ethendge , Is Nest-building' an Instinct
in Birds, by Benj. T Lowne; Light-emitting .Animals, by Prof P M. Duncan,
October contains : Geysers. Hot Springs, and Teretc., most interesting plates.
races of New Zealand, by J. Martin ; Jade and Kindred Stones, by F. W. Eudler :
American Dredgmgs in the Caribbean Sea, by A., Agassis , The Most Powerful
Telescope in Existence, by E Neison , Flight and its Imitation, by Fred. "W. Breary.
,

A

1880. January contains: Law of Association in the Animal.
Edm. Perner j Argentine Republic, by Chas Oxlond ; Meteors,
F. Denning ; The Dmosauna, by Pi of H. GK Seeley, etc excellent plates.
April contains . The Threshold of Evolution, by Surgeon-Major Wallich ; Artificial Diamonds, by F. W. Budler ; Chamseleons, by Prof . J. Eeay Greene : TheNew Chemistry, by M. M. P. Muir ; Classification of the Tertiary Deposits, by

etc., illustrated.

ydom, by

M

.V".

.

W.

,

July contains . Climbing
interesting illustrations
On the Influence of Electricity in the Formation o
Feather Stars, Bccent and Fossil, by P. H. Carpenter
fikmspots and British "Weather, by W. L. Dallas Hardening and Tempering ot

Prof John
.

Plants,

Judd,

etc.,

by Francis Darwin

Bocks, by

M.

F. de Castro

:

,

,
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Steel, etc., beautiful plates. October contains : Opinions of Voltaire and Laplace
Large Crater, by Prof. John Milne;
regarding Geology, by Prof. P. M. Duncan ;
Infusoria as Parasites, by "W. S. Kent ; The August Meteors, by W> P. Denning,

A

etc.,

with good

illustrations.

Portraits of John Bright, Gladstone, and
Large and handsome fit for framing.

Beaconsfield, 6d. each.

;

Preston, S. Tolver

I. Social

Original Essays.

Eelations of the

and Sectarian Religion ; HE. Scientific Basis
of Personal Kesponability; IV. Evolution and Female Education.

Sexes

;

II. Science

Crown 8vo,

P

80pp., 6d.

2d.

The life and writings of. Id.
Prisons and Reformatories at Home and Abroad,

Priestley, Joseph

Trans-

actions of the International Congress on the Prevention
816 pp , demy 8vo. 2s. P. 9d.
Repression of Crime, etc

and

duatrefages, Prof. J.-L. A. de, tf .IX, etc. The Prussian
Race, ethnologically considered. With an account of the bombardment of the Museum of Natural History by the Prussians
Translated from the French. Crown 8vo,
in January, 1871.
cloth, gilt, uncut, (published at 5s.), Is.

P. 3d.

Rae, "W. Fraser

Facts about Manitoba. Reprinted, with additions,
from the Times With two maps, 3d. P. IJd. Useful to emigrants.
T., LL.B. The Nooks and By* ways of Italy. Wanderings in search of its ancient remains and modern superstitions.
Crown 8vo, cloth, 314 pp. (pubd. at 10s. 6d ), Is. 6d. P. 4Jd.

Ramage, 0.

Reade, Win-wood The Outcast,
Reichenbach, O. Configuration
of its Mechanical Causes.

Is. 6d.

of the

P. 3d.

Earth and the Evolution

100 pp., 8vo, 3d.

P. 3d.

Ridge, Dr. BenjaminSecond Edition. Including PhysiPrinciples of Organic Life.
ology in its Relation to Principles of Organic Life, and
Practical Medicine in its Relation to Physiology. Cloth, uncut,
pp. 464, Is. 6d. P. 4jd.
of the Uterus, Placenta, and Foetus, with ObservaPhysiology
tions on the Membrana Meconii and Rete Vasculare.
With
Is.
P. 3d.
Frontispiece.

Ritchie, J. E.
Engraving.

Biography of Richard Cobden.
Royal 4to, 4d. P. 1 d.

With

fine Steel

A

J. (of Cupar- Angus) The Finding of the Book.
essay on the origin of the Dogma of Infallibility. This is the
important work which provoked the famous heresy prosecution.

Robertson,
Pubd. at

2s.

Post free

Is.

Rochefoucauld, Francis de laReflexions and Moral Maxims

;

with introductory essay by Sainte-Beuve and explanatory notes
doth, 140 pp. (pubd. at 2s.}, Is. P. 3d.

Roscoe.

W.

pp, 425,

Life and Pontificate of
P. 2id.

Is.

Leo X.

Neatly
J bound,
^
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Salamanca, Felix de

The Philosophy of Handwriting. "With
fac-simile autographs of distinguished authors, artists, statesmen, journalists, etc. 8vo, 153 pp. (pubd. at 4s. 6d.), Is. P. 3d.

Salvator of Austria, Archduke Ludwig The Caravan route
between Egypt and Syria.
With 23 full-page illustrations,
demy 8vo, cloth extra (pubd. at 7s. 6d.) 3s. P. 4|d.

A

History of Advertising from the Earliest
Illustrated by anecdotes, curious specimens, and biographical notes. Cloth gilt, 8vo, 61b pp., 3s. 6d. P. 6d.

Sampson, Henry
Times.

W.

The English Revisers' Greek Text shown to be
Gr,
unauthorised, except by Egyptian copies discarded by Greeks,
and opposed to Historic Texts of all ages and churches. Paper,
132 pp., 6d. P. 2d.

Samson,

A

Sane Patient,

Experiences in a Lunatic Asylum.
P. 3d.

pp., Is. 6d.

Sangster, J.
off

The

rights

and duties

the National Debt,

Cloth, 167

of Property. Plan for paying
Cloth, 260 pp., 6d.

The Land Question.

P. 3d.

Scott,
P.

Thomas
4d.

English Life of Jesus.

Cloth, 349 pp. 2s. 6d.

Sfetaphysica Nova et Vetusta. A Return to
Dualism. New and uncut, 182 pp., 8vo (pubd. in 1884 at 6s,),
P. 3d.
Is.

Scotus Novanticus
"A

The author (Mr. Laurie,) makes a searching
highly interesting work.
analysis of Prescience, Sensation, Perception, and all that goes to make up our
full Consciousness."

Shelley, I*. B. (The Poet
Poems. Is, P. 3d.

of

Atheism and Democracy.)

Simon, Collyns, Hon. LL.D.
System.

Cloth 8vo, 219 pp.,

Smith, Arthur

Political

Is.

Later

Solar Illumination of the Solar

P. 3|d.

Economy Examined and Explained.

Containing- an explication of that which the public understand
Cloth gilt, 196 pp , Is.
value, and capital.
P. 3d.

by the words wealth,

Reprinted from the Edinburgh Review,
cloth 8vo, 2s.
P. 4$d
Contains the
essay against the Society for Suppression of Vice.

Smith, Sydney Essays.
18021818. Pp. 508,
famous

Sonnenschein, A.

Educational Code Reform, being a comparison
between fifteen foreign codes and the English code. With a letter
from A, J. Mundella, M.P. 162 pp. Reduced to 3d., post free.
St. Pierre, Bernardin De-Paul and Virginia, and the Indian
Edited, with a Memoir of the Author, by the Rev.
Cottage.
E. Clarke. Cloth, 192 pp. (published at 2s.), Is. P. 3d.

Stuart,

Moses

A Critical History and Defence of

i&e Old Testa-

Edited with notes and references by the Rev.
Peter Lorimer. Gloth 8vo, 390 pp., 2s. P. 4^d.
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Newfoundland.
Pamphlet dealing with
the Condition a jd Circumstances of the Island, with an Especial
72 pp,
"View to Emigration, By a Forty- five Years Resident.
demy 8vo, (published at Is.), 4d P. 1 Jd.

Talbot, Hon. Thos.

The

Taylor, Rev. Xobert, B.A.

nomico-Theological Discourses.
at 8s.), 4s.

Devil's Pulpit

Two

vols.

,

"being

Astro-

bound in one (pubd.

P. 6d.

Social Science Associations 1886
Addresses and Papers by Sir R. Temple, Rev. J.
Horsley, M.A., J. Malms, S. Pope, Q.C., and others, on the
Licensing Laws, Compensation, Prohibitory Legislation, etc.
206 pp., demy 8vo. Cloth. 9d. P. 3d.

Temperance Legislation.
Conference.

W

Testa, Giovanni Battista
the

doth,

W.

Torrens,

Tribune.

of

Iff.,
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14s.), 2s. 6d.

Travis,

The "War

of Frederick I. against
(Translation revised by author),
crown 8vo, 466 pp., Is. 6d. P. 6d.
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M. P.

Marquess WeUesley; Pro-Consul and

historic portrait.

520 pp.

Demy 8vo.

(Pubd. at

P. 6d.
Co-operation English Socialism, 2d
of Shelley, Byron, and the
ed., with two portraits. Cloth, crown 8vo. 312 pp.
2s. 6d.
P. 4fL

HenryAdvanced

Trelawney, Edward John Records
Author.
(pubd. at

New
6s.),

Trollope, T. A.
are.

The Papal Conclaves, as they were and as they
434 pp., handsomely bound (pubd. at 16s.), 3s. P. 6d.

Tattle Herbert (Late Correspondent to New York T> ibune, London
&atfy Neics, etc.) 0ennan Political Leaders. Brief Biographies
of Bismarck, Falk, Hohenlohe, Von Arm'-m, Loewe, Virchow,
others.
276 pp , crown 8vo, cloth gilt. (Pubd. by Sampson Low and Co. at 6s ) Is. 6d. P. 4^d.
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TJdny, Geo. (Barrister) Harmony of Laws. 6d. P. 2d.
Valbezen, E, de The English and India. Origin and beginning
of the Mutiny, siege of Delhi, siege of Lucknow, insurrection
in Central India, cause of the Mutiny, end of the East India
Company, the new charter for India, etc., etc. Cloth, 498 pp.
3s (pubd at 12s.).

P. 6d.

Van Lama, Henri

History of French Literature, from its origin
to the end of Louis Phillippe.
In 3 vols. Now aud uncut,
1244 pp in all, 18s
(Pubd at 24s.)

Vign, Cornelius Cetshwtiyo's Dutchman:
White Trader in Zululand during British

private journal of a
Invasion. Notes by
Bishop CoJenso, and portrait of Cetshwayo. Cloth, ailt. 193 pp.
P, 4id.
Is. 6d.
Volney, C. F. Lectures on History. Post free 6d

C. S. Chapters on Man, with the outlines of a Science of
Comparative Psychology Pp 343 (pubd at 7s. 6d.), H. 6d. P.4Jd,
Walpole^ Hon. Spencer Life of the Bight Hon. Spencer Perceval, including his correspondence with numerous distinguished
persons. Li 2 vols., cloth 8vo, with portrait, 3s. P. 7J
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Chevalier de Hesse.
L

Tunis
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Land and the

Containing- 22 very iine engravings, handsomely bound
P. 6d.
gilt, pp. 292 (pubd. at 9s,), 2s.

JT. S., M. A.
Biographies of John Wilkes and
"William Cobbett, "with steel engravings. Good index. 410 T>T> f

Watson, Rev.
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1867. April contains Italy and the War of 1866; Papal Drama; Thomas
Hobbes; New America; Hopes and Fears of Befonners; Swinburne's Poetry;
1870
Contemporary Music and Musical Literature, etc.
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Unpublished Letters of Samuel Taylor Coleridge, 1815-16: Indian. Taxation;
Future of the British Empire; Shelley, Boman Catholicism, Present and
1871. July contains Eelimpus Life and Tendencies in ScotFuture, etc. etc.
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Europe ; An Indian District its People and Administration ; Popular Buddhism,
according to the Chinese Canon. Peasant Life in France and Russia, etc., etc,
1880. January contains Social Philosophy ; Russia and Russian Reformers ,
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Early Greek Thought; Colonial Aid in War Time, etc., etc.
Marquis Wellesley in India ; Masson's Milton ; Greek Humanists , Nature and
Law ; Charles Dickens Animal Intelligence; India and our Colonial Empire, etc.,
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1881. July contains George Eliot, her Life and Writings ; Characteristic*
of Aristotle Island Life , George the Fourth; Development of Religion, etc., etc.
:

,

Willis, R.,
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of Servetus
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and Calvin.

and Cabin.

Demy 8vo,

"With splendid portraits
542 pp. (pubd. at 16s.), 4s.

J., LIj.D., &c. The Natural and Technical History of
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Yeats,
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