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' TRANSLATOR'S PREFACE.

TeE followiﬁg pages are translated from an account
of the Egyptian campaign recently written by an
officer of the German army. A few slight correc-
‘tions have been made of errors in matters of fact,
easily ascertainable now that the war is over. As
regards the writer’s opinion of the conduct, the
capacity, and the possible motives of personages
whose actions are brought into view, no observa-
tions have been made. The same reserve has been
maintained in regard to his judgments of the Eng-
lish government, the war office, the army organi-
zation, and the habits and customs which the
writer supposes to be characteristic of Englishmen.
If the author is sometimes misled about these




vi TRANSLATOR'S PREFACE.

matters, these misconceptions are of little import-
ance as compared with an independent military
criticism, free from partiality or.indulgence. A
gearching review of our military system, its weal
points, the difficulties which beset us in sudden
emergencies, coming as it does in connection with
striking successes in the field, cannot be without its
uses. Such criticism will be valuable in proportion
as it reflects the military public opinion of the
largest and most highly frained army of modern
Europe.



AUTHOR'S PREFACE.

——

Tree military operations in the Nile territory are
practically at an end. The pen of diplomacy will
take the place of the sword in reorganizing, we
hope permanently, the affairs of Egypt.

Without, however, considering the political
agpect of the Egyptian question, the proper mo-
ment seems to have arrived to describe, briefly and
comprehensively, the warlike events that have taken
place during the last few months in that historic
country.

Time alone can completely elucidate the extra-
ordinary circumstances, both political and military,
connected with this short campaign ; and therefore,
although the best available information has been
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used, as well as that afforded by the daily papers,
and although a strictly truthful representation of
facts has been attempted, many inaccuracies and
errors of judgment will, no doubt, be found in the
following pages. Yet it may be hoped that this
book will not entirely miss its aim, if it affords

to the milifary student a foundation for more
detailed research, and to the general reader an
interest in recent events, and a clue to the un-
ravelling of future political transactions.

THE AUTHOR.
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A GERMAN VIEW

oF

THE EGYPTIAN WAR
OF 18%2.

s

INTRODUCTION.

THE beginning of the Egyptian erisis, now sus~
pended. for a time by forece of arms, dates from
nearly a quarter of a century back. It is the
resulk of a very natural reaction against the
- financial drain caused by European money-lenders
and banking establishments, among which may
be mentioned the Credit Fonmcier, the Banque
Franco-Egyptien, and Rothschild, the Parisian
king of the stock exchange.

The population of Egypt twenty-five years ago
- may roughly be computed at five millions, and her

revenue at four millions, with a floating debt of

one million four hundred thousand pounds. Then
e ; N
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the phenomenon already seen in Turkey was re-
peated. The facilities given by foreign money-
lenders encouraged extravagance and ostentation
on the part of the sovereign and the ruling classes,
while mismanagement and corrupt practices were
common among officials, so that the public debt
rose in 1875 to ninety-one millions, and in January,
1881, to ninety-eight millions, without counting
the so-called Mukabaleh debt, a forced loan from
the Egyptians of £150,000, and the interest due
yearly to England on Suez canal shares, which
amounted to £200,000.

It is true that during the same time the
revenue had increased to eight millions, and the
population to five and a half millions, but the tax-
payers found the debt oppressive and unendurable.
The European capitalists obtained for their money
nominally six to nine per cent., but really not less
than eight to ten per cent., as the bonds were issued
at low rates. A high commigsion was also charged.
Moreover, as some of these shares, when at par,
had to be paid back with premiums, the whole of
these loans were usurious to the last degree.

The interest on these borrowed millions was
punctually paid up to the end of 1875, when the
~ Khedive found that he could not satisfy his
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creditors, and the British government interfered
in his favour. Mr. Cave was sent to examine into
Egyptian finances, and he reported that loans
at twelve and thirteen per cent. were being agreed
to and renewed at twenty-five per cent., and that
some measure of consolidation was necessary.

The two western Powers now took the matter
in hand, but they thereby recognized the whole
of these usurious demands. The deb$, although
under their control, and therefore secured, was not
reduced by the amount already paid in premiums
for risk. Nor was the rate of interest diminished
to something more nearly approaching the rate pay-
able on English consols, which was three per cent.

A tribunal under the jurisdiction of united Euro-
pean and native judges was also established in
Egypt to decide complaints of foreigners against
natives, and vice versdé. In May, 1876, this fribunal
gave judgment that the income of the Khedive
Ismail, from his private landed property, could be
appropriated to pay the creditors of the state, and
an execution was put info the Viceregal palace,
Er Ramleh, near Alexandria. The Khedive pro-
nounced the judgment invalid, and the tribunal
ceased to act.

Two commissioners were now again sent to
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report on Egyptian finances — M. Joubert, the
divector of the Paris Bank, for France, and Mr.
Goschen, a former minister, for England. These
gentlemenv proposed to hand over the control of the
finances to two Europeans, depriving the state of
all independence and governing power. The Khe-
dive, in order to resist these demands, convoked a
sort of Parliament in order to make an appeal to
the people. From this Parliament was afterwards
developed the Assembly of Notables, and the
National party, now so often spoken of.

In 1877 a European commission of control
over Egyptian finance was named. In the follow-
ing year, when only part of the interest due on the
coupons could be paid, this commission, in con-
junction with a committee of bondholders, proposed
a readjustment of taxation to meet the extortionate
claims of the European creditors. By this ve-
adjustment the property of the Khedive, as well as
that of all pashas, beys, ete., was for the first time
made liable to taxation.

Nubar Pasha was made Prime minister in 1878 ;
the control of the finances was entrusted to Mr.
Wilson, an Englishman; and later, the French
controller, M. de Blignitres, entered the Cabinet.
Better order was thus restored to the finances.
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Rothschild’s new loan of eight and a half millions
was issued at seventy-three, and therefore brought

© in from six to eight per cent. nett. The European

liquidation commission, by the Law of Liquidation
of July, 1881, also aided in restoring order.

But to be able to pay the creditors their full
interest, economy had to be introduced into the
national expenditure. To do this, clumsy arrange-
ments were made, and the injustice shown in
carrying them ouf embittered many classes of the
population, and laid the foundations of a fanatical
hatred of race against race, which has latterly
shown itself in many quarters. Numbers of officers
and soldiers were dismissed, officials were not paid
the arrvears due to them, and a land-tax was
imposed. In itself this tax might be equitable
enough, but in the present instance it could only
cause discontent, and did nothing to lessen the
burdens of the lower classes. In consequence of
all this, the majority of the notables, many ulemas,
officers, and higher officials among the Egyptians,
formed themselves into a National party, with the
object of resisting the oppressive government of the
foreigner. They were joined by the great mass of
the discharged soldiers and subordinate officials,
not to mention many others. At the end of Feb«
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ruary, 1879, a revolt broke out in Cairo. Nubar,
hated by the National party, was dismissed by the
Khedive Ismail, who installed his son Tewfik as
Prime minister. In consequence of this, the cous
pons due in April were not paid till the beginning
of May, and the western Powers demanded the
reinstatement of Nubar. That Tewfik on this
occasion retired and sided with the foreigners is the
chief cause of his present unpopularity in Egypt.

Ismail, however, now dismissed Wilson and De
Bligniéres, and a Cabinet was formed, consisting
chiefly of native Egyptians, with Sherif Pasha as
Prime minister. Sherif now raised for the first
time the cry of which we have since heard so much,
and which was inscribed by Arabi on his banners,
“Beypt for the Egyptians.,” The western Powers
retorted by a menacing naval demonstration, and
demanded of the Sultan the deposition of the
Khedive. In June, 1879, this demand was agreed
to. Ismail went into exile, and his place was filled
by Mahomed Tewfik. Tewfik had been brought up
in all respects as an Oriental, although his brothers
had enjoyed the benefit of an European education.
One of them indeed, Prince Hassan, had served for
some time in one of the regiments of the cavalry of
the Guard in Berlin.
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Tewfik is a man of mild temper, youthful appear-
ance, and handsome bub very oriental features.
He has been fairly well educated, and takes a lively
interest in schools and educational schemes. On
the other hand, energy, the most essential quality
in a man and a ruler, seems wholly wanting in
him. He will probably remain for the rest of his
life a puppet in the hands of the control soon doubt-
less to be reinstated .in Cairo; that is, if he is not
sooner or later replaced by another prince. This
event is not improbable. The Oriental law of sue-
cession, by which the eldest prince of the reigning
house succeeds to the throne, was broken through
in his favour by a firman from the Sultan in the
year 1878. Among those brothers of the Khedive
Tsmail affected by this arrangement, is Halim
Pasha, who seems in no wise to have relinquished
his claims. : S

The new Khedive, with. apathetic weakness,
yielded the reconstruction of his ministry and the
organization of his finances to the western Powers.
Mr. Baring and M. de Blignidres, as commissioners
of the control, aided by officials named by Roths-
child to watch over his private interests, now ruled
the land. They devoted forty-five millions (about
sixteen shillings per head on the entire population)
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to the payment of interest. The people were embit-
tered by the distrust shown towards them, and the
further reduction of the army from fifty to fifteen
thousand men threw a large number out of employ-
ment. This ill-feeling showed itself in the unpopu-
larity of the young Khedive, in whom the people
only saw the willing ool of hated foreign influence.
Many acts of military insubordination occurred,
and at last, on the 8th of November, 1881, the great
military revolt broke out in Cairo. This event may
be regarded as the first act in- the drama of the
present war, and Ahmed Arabi, colonel of the 4th
regiment, now first came into public notice.
Several regiments, headed by their officers, openly
rebelled against the orders of the Khedive, who was
compelled to recall the nationalist, Sherif Pasha,
and to refer the further demands of the rebels for
the increase of the army, and for a constitution, to
the Sultan.

Sherif Pasha, however, did not long enjoy the
confidence of the National Egyptian party, at
whose head Arabi now stood, winning every day
more reputation and influence. The army, in which
he permitted great laxity of discipline, was entirely
devoted to him. He also won over the influential

- ulemas, by the art he showed in observing with
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great regularity the practices of the Moslem religion.
A pretended plot of Circassian officers against his
life he dexterously used to increase his popularity,
by exciting the belief that the foreign element in
the army, consisting of Turks and Circassians, was
taking part with the Khedive against the mnative
Egyptians. Twenty-six officers were condemned to
death by court-martial, but the Khedive, at the
instance of the western Powers, commuted the
sentence, and they were banished to Constantinople.
This leniency was stigmatized by the National party
as treachery to the country, and the Chamber of
Notables retorted by naming Arabi commander-in-
chief of the army and Prime minister without
asking the consent of the Khedive. The Chamber
soon afterwards came into conflict with the foreign
comptrollers, who demanded the right of inspection
over all branches of the public service, and more
influence than had been yet accorded to them.

~ This ended in De Bligniéres resigning his post, and

in the May of the present year (1882) the consuls of
the European Powers declared that a fleet of English
and French ironclads would appear before Alex-
andria, to demand the disbanding of the army and
the punishment of its leaders.

The threat was realized, and, in spite of protests
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from the Sultan, a fleet of English and French

ironclads entered the harbour of Alexandria. The
Khedive, at the advice of his ministers and the
chiefs of the National party, appealed to the Sultan,
but, before an answer could come from Constan-
tinople, issued orders in accordance with the con-

- gular demands. The ministry now resigned, alleging

that the rights of the Sultan were being infringed.

Tewfik vainly tried to form a new Cabinet, and on

the 28th of May proposed to take the command of
the Egyptian forces himself. But the officers refused
obedience, except to direct orders from the Sultan,
and the Khedive weakly abandoned his resolution
with the characteristic words, I yield to the will
of my people.” He now asked the Sultan o send
a Turkish commissioner, a request in which he was
joined by Arabi, now the acknowledged leader of
the army and National party.

The popular hatred of foreigners now became
more and more apparent, and began to assume
threatening dimensions. Europeans from Cairo and
the interior left for Alexandria in such numbers that
the railway transport was quite insufficient to convey
them. In the interior the agitation was paralyzing
all authority. In Cairo the ulemas and notables
put forth a petition to the Sultan praying for the
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deposition of the Khedive. The police professed
themselves unable to prevent this, as a counter
petition had been circulated on behalf of Tewfik,
in which his retention was prayed for. On the
80th of May, Arabi announced that a despatch
from the Sultan had reached him, promising the
deposition of Tewfik in favour of his uncle Halim
Pasha.

It would be hard, if not impossible, to sketch in
a few hasty sentences the position of political parties
at that time. The ruling feature of the policy
pursued seems to have been an endeavour to entrust
to the Sultan, under the European control, the task
of settling the difficulty in Egypt, and reducing
that disturbed country to the status quo ante.

From the time of the Congress of Berlin—indeed,
we may say, since the Congress of Paris—every
Oriental complication has developed into a Euro-
pean question. It was perhaps for this reason that
none of the Powers were disposed fo interfere.
Even England, although her paramount interests
were acknowledged, and although in conjunction
with France she had done everything to ruin the
Khedive’s power, did not now seem inclined to take
any active measures.

A Conference arranged by France and England

1
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was held on the 24th of June, at the house of the
Ttalian minister, Count Corti, in Therapia. Turkey
$ook no part inthe Conference, but waited the result
of her own mission of peace to Egypt. For on the
8rd of June, Dervish Pasha, a man of energy not-
withstanding his years, had sailed from Constanti-
nople on board theroyal yacht Izzedin, accompanied
by Selik Bey, the imperial secretary. His object was
to pacify Egypt and to reconcile Tewfik and Arabi
Pasha; in other words, to conciliate the most
conflicting opinions and interests.

Dervish Pasha landed at Alexandria, and con-
ferred with the English and French admirals on the
Tth of June. On the 8th he was joyfully received
at Cairo with cries of ““ Long live the Sultan!” He
went at once to visit the Khedive, and received
Arabi coldly.

Tt is impossible to follow the tortuous policy by
which a crafty Oriental will seek his object. De-
vish Pasha’s whole position was an equivocal one.
On the 10th of June the Khedive declared that
an understanding with Arabi was impossible. Upon
this Arabi was told that his safety was guaranteed,
and that he was summoned to Constantinople.
Arabi, however, may have feared that a cup of
strong coffee or a silken bowstring awaited him, as

o
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he replied that he was ready to obey the command
of the Sultan, but that the army would not allow
him to go. Notwithstanding this, he was decorated
with the order of the Mejidie on the 25th of June,
as a distinguished mark of the Sultan’s favour. To
enlarge upon these circumstances would not come
within the space or scope of this work ; we therefore
confine ourselves o the actual events.

Since the publication of the despateh purporting
to proclaim Halim Pasha as Khedive, Arabi had
done nothing towards dethroning the actual ruler.
But on the 2nd of June he began to strengthen the
fortifications of Alexandria with earthworks. If will
always remain doubtful whether this was intended
ag a challenge to the fleets of the western Powers,
or whether the motive was to do something, at all
costs, for the defence of the town. At any rate, the
British admiral protested, and the Sultan, on the
remonstrances of British diplomacy, forbad the
continuation of the works. Arabi again expressed
his willingness to obey, but declared that the works
had only been undertaken to pacify the populace,
exasperated to the utmost by the threatening
attitude of the foreign fleets.

On the 8th of June it was reported from Cairo
that Arabi, if opposed in his plans by Dervish
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Pasha, would take some decisive measures. This
was understood to imply a threat against the life
of the Khedive. In fact, serious disturbances took
place in Alexandria on the 11th. The native
rabble invaded the European quarter, plundered
the shops, and slew many foreigners. The police—
Mustaphezin of ill repute—had in many cases taken
part in the outrages, and it was five hours affer the
riot broke out before the soldiers were ordered fo
repress it. Though the disturbances were mnof
renewed, a general emigration of foreigners was
the result.

The Khedive hurried to Alexandria, and estab-
lished himselfin the Ras-el-Tin palace there, in order
to appease the representatives of the foreign Powers.
Arabi promised submission to the Khedive, and

orders were given to stop preaching in the mosques

against foreigners, and to put an end to public
meetings and newspaper articles intended to excite
popular feeling. These measures for the protec-
tion of Europeans were not sufficiently reassuring
o prevent thirty-two thousand of them from leaving
the ecity, where a more serious outhbreak was
expected. ‘

After the disturbances of the 14th and 15th of
June in Cairo, all the foreign consuls had betaken

e e et
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themselves to Alexandria, where men-of-war of
almost every nation had now assembled to protect
the subjects of their respective governments.

On the 20th of June the Khedive formed a new
Cabinet. Ragheb Pasha was President, and Arabi
War minister. On the 22nd a commission, con-
gisting of nine natives and nine Europeans, under
the presidency of the minister of Finance, began to
try the ringleaders of the riot, and the Khedive
wrote to his Prime minister insisting that the trial
should be promptly begun and carried on with due
severity.

But events were hurrying on towards war. The
works at Alexandria were recommenced, and the
fortifications armed with heavy guns. The English
admiral received information that the entrance to
the harbour would be blocked by sunken storeships,
and this, he declared, would be an act of open war.
A complete scheme for the destruction of the Suez
canal was also discovered. The plan was origi-
nally made by a Russian officer. Two ships were
to be blown up with dynamite, one at El Kantara,
and the other at a point between Suez and the
Little Bitter Lake. At these places the banks of
the canal consist of hard chalk, but there is an
immense amount of mud at the botfom, which would
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quickly settle around the wreck, and entail a labour
of months to restore navigation. The English, on
their side, now began to make hostile demon-
strations; and Arabi, while repudiating warlike in-
tentions, declared himself ready for resistance,
demanded an explanation of the English attitude,
and at the same time made a proposal to the
Cabinet for a levée en masse of the population.

On the 26th of June preparations were begun in
England for sending an expeditionary force to
Egypt. On the 27th the TEnglish vice-consul
advised his fellow-countrymen to leave Alexandria,
and on the 8rd of July, according to the Times,
the arrangements for war were complete.

On the 5th of July Arabi strengthened the garrison
of Alexandria, where stores of all descriptions had
already been accumulated. The Conference at Con-
stantinople, in its session of the Tth of July, called
on Turkey to interfere with armed force in Egypt,
and on the 8th all the consuls urged the immediate
departure of foreigners from Alexandria. As early
as the 6th, Ragheb Pasha had received a despatch
from the Sultan, pointing out that the bombard-
ment of Alexandria was imminent, unless the
working on the fortifications was suspended, and
making the Khedive responsible for all conse-
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quences. The FEnglish admiral sent in an ulti-
matum to the same effect. To the foreign consuls
who begged for a postponement of the bombard-
ment, he replied that he could no longer trust the
agsurances of the military leader. Finally, as a
reconnaissance on the 9th showed that the forts
were still being - strengthened, he informed the
governor of Alexandria, Zulficar Pasha, that unless
the forts had been previously evacuated and sur-
rendered to the English, he intended to commence
the bombardment at four the next morning. Af
the same time the English consul notified the
suspension of relations with the Egyptian govern-
ment, and in another letter to Dervish Pasha made
him responsible for the safety of the Khedive.

As the French government were unable to take
part in any active measures (a grant for that
purpose having been refused by the National
Assembly), the greater part of their fleet, under
Admiral Conrad, left Alexandria for Port Said.
The ironclads of other nations, more than fifty
in number, anchored outside the harbour of
Alexandria. '
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THE BOMBARDMENT OF ATEXANDRIA.

Before proceeding further in the history of events,
it will not be undesirable to give some short aceount
of Alexandria. This city, with its five hundred
thousand inhabitants, was under the Roman empire
the second capital of the world. Tt was the first in
commercial importance, as well as & chief centre of
later Greek learning. After the conquest of Egypt
by Amr Ibn el-Asi, the Caliph Omar’s general,
Alexandria declined in importance, partly owing to

 the new and favoured capital at Cairo, and partly
from the navigation of the South Sea Passage and
the discovery of America. The shameful mis-
government of the Mamelukes after the Turkish
conquest, and their neglect of the canals and of the
harbour, contributed to reduce the once flourishing
metropolis to a small town of some six thousand
inhabitants. Since the beginning of the present
century, however, the town has risen again in
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importance. In 1877 the population numbered
165,752, and is said now to have risen to fwo
hundred thousand, of whom fifty-five thousand are
Europeans. The new rulers also did their best
to atone for past negligence. Thus Mehemet Ali,
in 1819, supplied the town with fresh water by
constructing the Mahmoudieh canal, by which also
the surrounding wilderness was converted into
productive land. Commerce also flourished again,
so that in 1877, oubt of 19,941 ships trading in
various Hgyptian ports, 6481, of 2,211,412 tons
burden, belonged to Alexandria. Port Said had
received into harbour in the same year 4651 ships
with a gross tonnage of 4,212,288. The heavier
tonﬁage passing into Port Said is explained by the
facilities afforded to fully rigged steamers by the
Suez canal, where they are able to take advantage
of a favourable wind, without being hindered by an
unfavourable one. Alexandria, on the other hand,
is frequented by a larger proportion of sailing-
vessels. Thus Alexandria harboured, in 1877,1796
steamers and 4685 sailing-vessels, as compared
with 8578 steamers and only 1074 sailing-vessels
at Port Said. Alexandria exports cotton, grain,
sugar, woven stuffs, fuvs, ostrich feathers, wood,
and ivory. She communicates with Europe by
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four regular services of steamers and two sub-
marine cables, has an important inland telegraph
station, and is the terminus of two railways. The
pumping station of the canal is at Ramleh. The
town is lighted with gas, and possesses nine Christian
churches and four hospitals. It is divided into the
European and the Egyptian quarter. In the cenfre
of the former lies the square of Mehemet Ali, 576
yards long and ninety-five yards broad. The whole
quarter looks like an European town. Further to the
north, on the ancient island of Pharos, is where most
of the Turks live ; the streets are wider than in the
native quarter, and the houses are good, and often
surrounded by gardens. Pompey’s Pillar stands in
an enclosure on a hill to the south of the town, is
of red granite from Asgsouan, and measures about
one hundred feet, including its capital and base.
This monument has no reference to the great
Pompey, but, according to the inscription, was
raised by the Roman prefect Pompey, a.p. 802, in
honour of the Emperor Diocletian.

‘The second remarkable monument of Alexandria
is Cleopatra’s Needle, an obelisk of syenite about
sixty-four feet high. It was brought from Helio-
polis at the time of the Emperor Tiberias, and is
now near Ramleh.
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Alexandria stands on a tongue of land, almost
cut off from the mainland by lakes Aboukir and
Mariut, which approach each other so nearly to
the west of the town that only a narrow strip of
land remains, where the railway to Cairo runs by
the side of the Mahmoudieh canal. The town
possesses two harbours, one on each side of this
narrow strip of land. The New Harbour, to the
east of the town, can only accommodate small
ships, and is little used; but the Old Harbour,
called Eunostos (from the Greek, ¢“safe return ™)
is a well-sheltered bay of 1780 acres, of which more
than half is deep water. A mole, provided with a
railway, and with a light at its end, projects from
the mainland in a north-westerly direction towards
Eunostos lighthouse, and divides the inner from
the outer harbour. A breakwater, extending from
Eunostos Point in a south-westerly direction, with
a light at its end, encloses the whole harbour, and
all ships entering or leaving the harbour must pass
between the end of this breakwater and the main-
land, a distance of 450 yards. This space has
three channels: the northern (Corvette Pass) with
a depth of seventeen feet, the central (Bogha Pass)
of twenty-seven feet, and the southern (Marabout
Pass) of about twenty-six feet.
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The fortifications consist, in the first place, of a
wall with towers, beginning at the east harbour, and
encloging the town to the north, east, and south.

Four fortified gates break this enclosure, those of
Ramleh, Rosetta, Moharrem Bey, and the gate
near Pompey’s Pillar. Besides this wall round the
town, there are a number of outworks and closed
forts. Towards the south and south-west these are
merely small insignificant open bastions, but the
actual harbour defences arve of great importance.

Fort Marabout is built on an island to the ex-
treme west, and was armed with two 12-inch 18-fon
gung, two 9-inch 12-ton guns, twenty 82-pounders,
and five mortars. Fort Meks, with the adjacent
works and batteries, numbered fifty-six guns, of
which seven were heavy rifled Armstrongs.

Among these adjacent works was a redoubt with
seven guns ; a tower with two; Fort Kamaria with
five ; Omuk Kubebe with eighteen cannons, and Fort
Tsale.

Towards the inner harbour lies Fort Gabarrie,
and Fort Napoléon still further north-east.

The Lighthouse battery, on the southern front of
the Ras-el-Tin peninsula, was armed with six rifled
muzzle-loaders, one rifled 40-pounder, and twenty-
eight smooth-bores. Between this and the Hospital
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battery were eight rifled breech-loaders and twenty
seven smooth-bores, mounted on earthworks. Then
comes Fort Ada with five rifled muzzle-loaders and
twenty smooth-bores; and on the north-east, Fort
Pharos, with eight rifled muzzle-loaders and thirty-
seven smooth-bores, which took a prominent palt
in the fight.

The heaviest artillery in these forts consmted of
18-ton and 12-ton guns of the old Woolwich pat-
tern, which were made by Sir William Armstrong,
at Elswick, for the Egyptian government in 1868
and subsequent years. The guns of larger calibre
“fired 400-1b. Palliser shells, with a charge of 50 1bs.
of powder. These shells are capable, with a favour-
able angle of impact, of piercing 12-inch armour-
plates.

Some of the information given above is faken
from an article by Vice-Admiral Von Henk, of the

German navy, and his work will also be referred to

further on. But as regards the number of guns
and strength of the garrison, the statistics we have
as yeb been able to obtain are so conflicting as to
be nearly worthless. It is certain, however, that
the total number of Egyptian troops, even with all
the reinforcements the garrison received, was quite
Insufficient to man and defend the fortifications.

TS s
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The attacking English fleet consisted of the fol-

lowing ironclad ships :—

1. The Inflexible, armed with four 81-ton guns
and 16 to 24 inch armour.

9. Alexandra, with two 25 and ten 18-fon guns,
and 8 to 12 inch armour. :

8. Superb, with four 25-ton guns, 10 to 12 inch
plates.

4. Teéméraire, with four 25 and four 18-ton guns,
8 to 10 inch armour. v

5. Sultan, with eight 18-ton, four 12-ton, and
one 63-ton guns, 6 to 9 inch armour.

6. Monarch, with four 25-ton and two 64-ton
guns, and 8 to 10 inch armour.

7. Invincible, with ten 12-ton guns, and 8 to 10
inch armour. ‘

8. Penelope, with ten 12-ton guns, and 5 to 6
inch armour. '

Besides these were the unarmoured gunboats :

a. Bittern, of three guns.

b. Condor, three guns (two 64-pounders and
one T-inch Woolwich rifled gun, firing 112 Ib.
shot). .

¢. Decoy, of four guns.

d. Oygmt, four guns.

¢. Beacomn, four guns.
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Admiral Sir Beauchamp Seymour had made his
dispositions for action as follows :—

1. For the attack on Fort Meks and the adjoin-
ing batteries, the Inwvincible (used as the flagship
during the action only), the Monarch, Penelope,
and Téméraire, supported by the aftmost turret of
the Injflexible.

2. To bombard Forts Ada and Pharos, the north-
east forts on the Ras-el-Tin peninsula; the Alezan-
dra, Superd, and Sultan, supported by the foremost
‘turret of the Inflexible. SO

3. The gunboats were at first ordered fo remain
out of action, and to hold themselves at the disposal
of the admiral.

On the evening of the 10th of J- uly, the Inwincible,
Monarch, and Penelope were already anchored to
the west of Fort Meks, and at daybreak on the
11th the other ironclads took up the positions as-
signed to them. There was a gentle breeze from
the east, and the weather was clear. :

At 6.80 a.m. all the ships were cleared for action.
At seven?‘.the admiral signalled to the Alexandra
to fire a shell into Fort Ada. At this time the
Alexandra, Sultan, and Superb were steaming to the
north-east at a distance of about 1500 to 1900 yards
north-west of the lighthouse on Eunostos Point;
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the Inflexible lay off the Corvette Pass, aboub 8700
yards north-west of Fort Meks, the Téméraire off the
central channel, at 8500 yards, and the Penelope,
Inwincible, and Monarch at about 1000 to 1800
yards’ distance from the same fort. The gunboats
had got up steam, and were waiting for orders.
The first shot fired from the Alexandre was
immediately replied to by the Egyptians; where-
upon the ships of the whole fleet and the Egyptian
forts and batteries opened fire, and the engagement
became general. The isolated ships were rather
unfavourably placed, as the sun shining from the
east rendered it difficult for the gunners to make
good practice, while the wind also favoured the
Egyptians. A thick cloud of smoke followed the
first round of firing, and hung about the ships,
making it impossible to see the effect of the sghots.
The firing could only be directed from the fops.

In the mean time the Cygnet came up to take
part in the fight, and the Condor opened fire at from
~eleven to twelve hundred yards’ distance on Forts
Marabout and Adjemi. This gunboat sustained the
fire alone for nearly two hours, when the Bittern
and Beacon were signalled to go to her assistance.
At eight o'clock several shells had struck the
lighthouse and destroyed the sea front of the fort
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below. The Alexwandra, Sultan, and Superh main-
tained a continuous fire on the forts and batteries
from the lighthouse to Fort Pharos.

At 8.80 Fort Marsa-el-Kanat was blown up by
shells from the Invincible and Monarch, and by
nine o'clock.the Téméraire, Monarch, and Penelope
had silenced most of the guns in Fort Meks,
although four defied every effort from their pro-
tected situation. By 11.45 Forts Marabout and
Adjemi had ceased firing, and a landing party of
seamen and marines was despatched, under cover
of the Bittern’s guns, to spike and blow up the
guns in the forts. At 1.80 a shell from the Superd
burst in the chief powder magazine of Fort Ada
and blew it up. By fowr o’clock all the guns of
Fort Pharos, and half an hour later those of Fort
Meks, were disabled, and at 5.80 the admiral
ordered the firing to cease.

The ships were repeatedly struck, and sustained
some damage. The Alexandra (properly the flag-
ship) suffered the most. She received fourteen
~shots in her hull (between wind and water) ; her
launch was destroyed; one shell pierced the deck
and burst in the admiral’s cabin; another burst in
the captain’s cabin; another went through the
funnel and did other damage. No projectiles
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pierced the armour of any one of the ships.
The Sultan and Superd were, however, a good deal
knocked about by the enemy’s fire. The Superd
received twenty-three shots from Fort Ada, but
for the most part the fire of the forts either fell
short of the ships or passed over them.

The shells of the Inflexible, weighing 1700 Ibs.,
are said o have had a very demoralizing effect on
the Egyptian troops.

That the Condor and other gunboats received
so little damage is partly due to the smallness of
their dimensions, but chiefly to the bad practice
of the Egyptian artillerymen. The English casual-
ties were five killed and twenty-eight wounded, a

comparatively small loss. The Egyptian loss

is not known.* The resistance exhibited by the
earthworks to the English shells is worthy of
remark.

On the 12th the Inflexible and Teme; aire again
opened fire on Fort Moncrieff, which had repaired
damages during the night, but was soon reduced
to silence.

* I am informed by an officer present with the Egyptian forces
that the garrison of Alexandria numbered eight thousand, and the
Bgyptian loss during the bombardment was about nine hundred
killed and wounded, of whom one hundred and seventy were
removed to Cairo.—~TEANSLATOR.
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This operation was carried out with a vigour
and rapidity hardly expected by European critics,
and brought Sir Beauchamp Seymour’s name pro-
minently forward. The continental papers,in which
Sir Beauchamp had frequently been represented
as a feeble old man, now designated him a de-
termined and energetic commander, undeterred by
any scruples from carrying out the orders of his
Government.

Sir Frederic Beauchamp Seymour is of good
family., His father was Sir Horace Beauchamp
Seymour, M.P., and his love of the sea was perhaps
inherited from his grandfather, vice-admiral Lord
Hugh Seymour. He entered the navy on leaving
Etfon, became lieutenant in 1842, and had his first
opportunity for serious experience in his profession
ten years later. In the Burmese war of 1852-53
this zealous young naval officer accompanied the
land forces, and distinguished himself so much
by his courage and ability, that his name was
favourably mentioned four times during the cam-
paign. During the Crimean war, Sir Beauchamp,
who had meanwhile attained the rank of captain,
gerved with the Baltic fleet, and a few years later
held a command in Australian waters. From 1868
to 1870 Sir Beauchamp was secretary to the First







