
Gutenberg’s Josephus’s Discourse to the Greeks Concerning Hades

#2 in our series by Flavius Josephus translated by William Whiston

Copyright laws are changing all over the world, be sure to check

the copyright laws for your country before posting these files!!

Please take a look at the important information in this header.

We encourage you to keep this file on your own disk, keeping an

electronic path open for the next readers.  Do not remove this.

*It must legally be the first thing seen when opening the book.*

In fact, our legal advisors said we can’t even change margins.

**Welcome To The World of Free Plain Vanilla Electronic Texts**

**Etexts Readable By Both Humans and By Computers, Since 1971**

*These Etexts Prepared By Hundreds of Volunteers and Donations*

Information on contacting Project Gutenberg to get Etexts, and

further information is included below.  We need your donations.

Title: An Extract out of Josephus’s Discourse to The Greeks Concerning Hades

Author: Flavius Josephus

Translator: William Whiston

October, 2001  [Etext #2847]

Gutenberg’s Josephus’s Discourse to the Greeks Concerning Hades

****This file should be named hades10.txt or hades1010.zip*****

Corrected EDITIONS of our etexts get a new NUMBER, hades11.txt

VERSIONS based on separate sources get new LETTER, hades10a.txt

Prepared by David Reed haradda@aol.com or davidr@inconnect.com

Project Gutenberg Etexts are usually created from multiple editions,

all of which are in the Public Domain in the United States, unless a

copyright notice is included.  Therefore, we usually do NOT keep any

of these books in compliance with any particular paper edition.

We are now trying to release all our books one month in advance

of the official release dates, leaving time for better editing.

Please note:  neither this list nor its contents are final till

midnight of the last day of the month of any such announcement.

The official release date of all Project Gutenberg Etexts is at



Midnight, Central Time, of the last day of the stated month.  A

preliminary version may often be posted for suggestion, comment

and editing by those who wish to do so.  To be sure you have an

up to date first edition [xxxxx10x.xxx] please check file sizes

in the first week of the next month.  Since our ftp program has

a bug in it that scrambles the date [tried to fix and failed] a

look at the file size will have to do, but we will try to see a

new copy has at least one byte more or less.

Information about Project Gutenberg (one page)

We produce about two million dollars for each hour we work.  The

time it takes us, a rather conservative estimate, is fifty hours

to get any etext selected, entered, proofread, edited, copyright

searched and analyzed, the copyright letters written, etc.  This

projected audience is one hundred million readers.  If our value

per text is nominally estimated at one dollar then we produce $2

million dollars per hour this year as we release thirty-six text

files per month, or 432 more Etexts in 1999 for a total of 2000+

If these reach just 10% of the computerized population, then the

total should reach over 200 billion Etexts given away this year.

The Goal of Project Gutenberg is to Give Away One Trillion Etext

Files by December 31, 2001.  [10,000 x 100,000,000 = 1 Trillion]

This is ten thousand titles each to one hundred million readers,

which is only ~5% of the present number of computer users.

At our revised rates of production, we will reach only one-third

of that goal by the end of 2001, or about 3,333 Etexts unless we

manage to get some real funding; currently our funding is mostly

from Michael Hart’s salary at Carnegie-Mellon University, and an

assortment of sporadic gifts; this salary is only good for a few

more years, so we are looking for something to replace it, as we

don’t want Project Gutenberg to be so dependent on one person.

We need your donations more than ever!

All donations should be made to "Project Gutenberg/CMU": and are

tax deductible to the extent allowable by law.  (CMU = Carnegie-

Mellon University).

For these and other matters, please mail to:

Project Gutenberg

P. O. Box  2782

Champaign, IL 61825

When all other email fails. . .try our Executive Director:

Michael S. Hart <hart@pobox.com>

hart@pobox.com forwards to hart@prairienet.org and archive.org

if your mail bounces from archive.org, I will still see it, if



it bounces from prairienet.org, better resend later on. . . .

We would prefer to send you this information by email.

******

To access Project Gutenberg etexts, use any Web browser

to view http://promo.net/pg.  This site lists Etexts by

author and by title, and includes information about how

to get involved with Project Gutenberg.  You could also

download our past Newsletters, or subscribe here.  This

is one of our major sites, please email hart@pobox.com,

for a more complete list of our various sites.

To go directly to the etext collections, use FTP or any

Web browser to visit a Project Gutenberg mirror (mirror

sites are available on 7 continents; mirrors are listed

at http://promo.net/pg).

Mac users, do NOT point and click, typing works better.

Example FTP session:

ftp metalab.unc.edu

login: anonymous

password: your@login

cd pub/docs/books/gutenberg

cd etext90 through etext99 or etext00 through etext01, etc.

dir [to see files]

get or mget [to get files. . .set bin for zip files]

GET GUTINDEX.??  [to get a year’s listing of books, e.g., GUTINDEX.99]

GET GUTINDEX.ALL [to get a listing of ALL books]

***

**Information prepared by the Project Gutenberg legal advisor**

(Three Pages)

***START**THE SMALL PRINT!**FOR PUBLIC DOMAIN ETEXTS**START***

Why is this "Small Print!" statement here?  You know: lawyers.

They tell us you might sue us if there is something wrong with

your copy of this etext, even if you got it for free from

someone other than us, and even if what’s wrong is not our

fault.  So, among other things, this "Small Print!" statement

disclaims most of our liability to you.  It also tells you how

you can distribute copies of this etext if you want to.

*BEFORE!* YOU USE OR READ THIS ETEXT

By using or reading any part of this PROJECT GUTENBERG-tm

etext, you indicate that you understand, agree to and accept

this "Small Print!" statement.  If you do not, you can receive



a refund of the money (if any) you paid for this etext by

sending a request within 30 days of receiving it to the person

you got it from.  If you received this etext on a physical

medium (such as a disk), you must return it with your request.

ABOUT PROJECT GUTENBERG-TM ETEXTS

This PROJECT GUTENBERG-tm etext, like most PROJECT GUTENBERG-

tm etexts, is a "public domain" work distributed by Professor

Michael S. Hart through the Project Gutenberg Association at

Carnegie-Mellon University (the "Project").  Among other

things, this means that no one owns a United States copyright

on or for this work, so the Project (and you!) can copy and

distribute it in the United States without permission and

without paying copyright royalties.  Special rules, set forth

below, apply if you wish to copy and distribute this etext

under the Project’s "PROJECT GUTENBERG" trademark.

To create these etexts, the Project expends considerable

efforts to identify, transcribe and proofread public domain

works.  Despite these efforts, the Project’s etexts and any

medium they may be on may contain "Defects".  Among other

things, Defects may take the form of incomplete, inaccurate or

corrupt data, transcription errors, a copyright or other

intellectual property infringement, a defective or damaged

disk or other etext medium, a computer virus, or computer

codes that damage or cannot be read by your equipment.

LIMITED WARRANTY; DISCLAIMER OF DAMAGES

But for the "Right of Replacement or Refund" described below,

[1] the Project (and any other party you may receive this

etext from as a PROJECT GUTENBERG-tm etext) disclaims all

liability to you for damages, costs and expenses, including

legal fees, and [2] YOU HAVE NO REMEDIES FOR NEGLIGENCE OR

UNDER STRICT LIABILITY, OR FOR BREACH OF WARRANTY OR CONTRACT,

INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO INDIRECT, CONSEQUENTIAL, PUNITIVE

OR INCIDENTAL DAMAGES, EVEN IF YOU GIVE NOTICE OF THE

POSSIBILITY OF SUCH DAMAGES.

If you discover a Defect in this etext within 90 days of

receiving it, you can receive a refund of the money (if any)

you paid for it by sending an explanatory note within that

time to the person you received it from.  If you received it

on a physical medium, you must return it with your note, and

such person may choose to alternatively give you a replacement

copy.  If you received it electronically, such person may

choose to alternatively give you a second opportunity to

receive it electronically.

THIS ETEXT IS OTHERWISE PROVIDED TO YOU "AS-IS".  NO OTHER

WARRANTIES OF ANY KIND, EXPRESS OR IMPLIED, ARE MADE TO YOU AS

TO THE ETEXT OR ANY MEDIUM IT MAY BE ON, INCLUDING BUT NOT

LIMITED TO WARRANTIES OF MERCHANTABILITY OR FITNESS FOR A

PARTICULAR PURPOSE.



Some states do not allow disclaimers of implied warranties or

the exclusion or limitation of consequential damages, so the

above disclaimers and exclusions may not apply to you, and you

may have other legal rights.

INDEMNITY

You will indemnify and hold the Project, its directors,

officers, members and agents harmless from all liability, cost

and expense, including legal fees, that arise directly or

indirectly from any of the following that you do or cause:

[1] distribution of this etext, [2] alteration, modification,

or addition to the etext, or [3] any Defect.

DISTRIBUTION UNDER "PROJECT GUTENBERG-tm"

You may distribute copies of this etext electronically, or by

disk, book or any other medium if you either delete this

"Small Print!" and all other references to Project Gutenberg,

or:

[1]  Only give exact copies of it.  Among other things, this

     requires that you do not remove, alter or modify the

     etext or this "small print!" statement.  You may however,

     if you wish, distribute this etext in machine readable

     binary, compressed, mark-up, or proprietary form,

     including any form resulting from conversion by word pro-

     cessing or hypertext software, but only so long as

     *EITHER*:

     [*]  The etext, when displayed, is clearly readable, and

          does *not* contain characters other than those

          intended by the author of the work, although tilde

          (~), asterisk (*) and underline (_) characters may

          be used to convey punctuation intended by the

          author, and additional characters may be used to

          indicate hypertext links; OR

     [*]  The etext may be readily converted by the reader at

          no expense into plain ASCII, EBCDIC or equivalent

          form by the program that displays the etext (as is

          the case, for instance, with most word processors);

          OR

     [*]  You provide, or agree to also provide on request at

          no additional cost, fee or expense, a copy of the

          etext in its original plain ASCII form (or in EBCDIC

          or other equivalent proprietary form).

[2]  Honor the etext refund and replacement provisions of this

     "Small Print!" statement.

[3]  Pay a trademark license fee to the Project of 20% of the

     net profits you derive calculated using the method you



     already use to calculate your applicable taxes.  If you

     don’t derive profits, no royalty is due.  Royalties are

     payable to "Project Gutenberg Association/Carnegie-Mellon

     University" within the 60 days following each

     date you prepare (or were legally required to prepare)

     your annual (or equivalent periodic) tax return.

WHAT IF YOU *WANT* TO SEND MONEY EVEN IF YOU DON’T HAVE TO?

The Project gratefully accepts contributions in money, time,

scanning machines, OCR software, public domain etexts, royalty

free copyright licenses, and every other sort of contribution

you can think of.  Money should be paid to "Project Gutenberg

Association / Carnegie-Mellon University".

We are planning on making some changes in our donation structure

in 2000, so you might want to email me, hart@pobox.com beforehand.

*END THE SMALL PRINT! FOR PUBLIC DOMAIN ETEXTS*Ver.04.29.93*END*

Prepared by David Reed haradda@aol.com or davidr@inconnect.com

An Extract out of Josephus’s Discourse to The Greeks Concerning Hades

by Flavius Josephus

Translated by William Whiston

1. Now as to Hades, wherein the souls of the of the good things

they see, and rejoice in the righteous and unrighteous are

detained, it is necessary to speak of it. Hades is a place in the

world not regularly finished; a subterraneous region, wherein the

light of this world does not shine; from which circumstance, that

in this region the light does not shine, it cannot be but there

must be in it perpetual darkness. This region is allotted as a

place of custody for souls, ill which angels are appointed as



guardians to them, who distribute to them temporary punishments,

agreeable to every one’s behavior and manners.

2. In this region there is a certain place set apart, as a lake

of unquenchable fire, whereinto we suppose no one hath hitherto

been cast; but it is prepared for a day afore-determined by God,

in which one righteous sentence shall deservedly be passed upon

all men; when the unjust, and those that have been disobedient to

God, and have given honor to such idols as have been the vain

operations of the hands of men as to God himself, shall be

adjudged to this everlasting punishment, as having been the

causes of defilement; while the just shall obtain an

incorruptible and never-fading kingdom. These are now indeed

confined in Hades, but not in the same place wherein the unjust

are confined.

3. For there is one descent into this region, at whose gate we

believe there stands an archangel with an host; which gate when

those pass through that are conducted down by the angels

appointed over souls, they do not go the same way; but the just

are guided to the right hand, and are led with hymns, sung by the

angels appointed over that place, unto a region of light, in

which the just have dwelt from the beginning of the world; not

constrained by necessity, but ever enjoying the prospect of the

good things they see, and rejoic in the expectation of those new

enjoyments which will be peculiar to every one of them, and

esteeming those things beyond what we have here; with whom there

is no place of toil, no burning heat, no piercing cold, nor are

any briers there; but the countenance of the and of the just,

which they see, always smiles them, while they wait for that rest

and eternal new life in heaven, which is to succeed this region.

This place we call The Bosom of Abraham.

4. But as to the unjust, they are dragged by force to the left

hand by the angels allotted for punishment, no longer going with

a good-will, but as prisoners driven by violence; to whom are

sent the angels appointed over them to reproach them and threaten

them with their terrible looks, and to thrust them still

downwards. Now those angels that are set over these souls drag

them into the neighborhood of hell itself; who, when they are

hard by it, continually hear the noise of it, and do not stand

clear of the hot vapor itself; but when they have a near view of

this spectacle, as of a terrible and exceeding great prospect of

fire, they are struck with a fearful expectation of a future

judgment, and in effect punished thereby: and not only so, but

where they see the place [or choir] of the fathers and of the

just, even hereby are they punished; for a chaos deep and large

is fixed between them; insomuch that a just man that hath

compassion upon them cannot be admitted, nor can one that is

unjust, if he were bold enough to attempt it, pass over it.

5. This is the discourse concerning Hades, wherein the souls of

all men are confined until a proper season, which God hath



determined, when he will make a resurrection of all men from the

dead, not procuring a transmigration of souls from one body to

another, but raising again those very bodies, which you Greeks,

seeing to be dissolved, do not believe [their resurrection]. But

learn not to disbelieve it; for while you believe that the soul

is created, and yet is made immortal by God, according to the

doctrine of Plato, and this in time, be not incredulous; but

believe that God is able, when he hath raised to life that body

which was made as a compound of the same elements, to make it

immortal; for it must never be said of God, that he is able to do

some things, and unable to do others. We have therefore believed

that the body will be raised again; for although it be dissolved,

it is not perished; for the earth receives its remains, and

preserves them; and while they are like seed, and are mixed among

the more fruitful soil, they flourish, and what is sown is indeed

sown bare grain, but at the mighty sound of God the Creator, it

will sprout up, and be raised in a clothed and glorious

condition, though not before it has been dissolved, and mixed

[with the earth]. So that we have not rashly believed the

resurrection of the body; for although it be dissolved for a time

on account of the original transgression, it exists still, and is

cast into the earth as into a potter’s furnace, in order to be

formed again, not in order to rise again such as it was before,

but in a state of purity, and so as never to he destroyed any

more. And to every body shall its own soul be restored. And when

it hath clothed itself with that body, it will not be subject to

misery, but, being itself pure, it will continue with its pure

body, and rejoice with it, with which it having walked

righteously now in this world, and never having had it as a

snare, it will receive it again with great gladness. But as for

the unjust, they will receive their bodies not changed, not freed

from diseases or distempers, nor made glorious, but with the same

diseases wherein they died; and such as they were in their

unbelief, the same shall they be when they shall be faithfully

judged.

6. For all men, the just as well as the unjust, shall be brought

before God the word: for to him hath the Father committed all

judgment : and he, in order to fulfill the will of his Father,

shall come as Judge, whom we call Christ. For Minos and

Rhadamanthus are not the judges, as you Greeks do suppose, but he

whom God and the Father hath glorified: Concerning Whom We Have

Elsewhere Given A More Particular Account, For The Sake Of Those

Who Seek After Truth. This person, exercising the righteous

judgment of the Father towards all men, hath prepared a just

sentence for every one, according to his works; at whose

judgment-seat when all men, and angels, and demons shall stand,

they will send forth one voice, and say, Just Is Thy Judgment;

the rejoinder to which will bring a just sentence upon both

parties, by giving justly to those that have done well an

everlasting fruition; but allotting to the lovers of wicked works

eternal punishment. To these belong the unquenchable fire, and

that without end, and a certain fiery worm, never dying, and not



destroying the body, but continuing its eruption out of the body

with never-ceasing grief: neither will sleep give ease to these

men, nor will the night afford them comfort; death will not free

them from their punishment, nor will the interceding prayers of

their kindred profit them; for the just are no longer seen by

them, nor are they thought worthy of remembrance. But the just

shall remember only their righteous actions, whereby they have

attained the heavenly kingdom, in which there is no sleep, no

sorrow, no corruption, no care, no night, no day measured by

time, no sun driven in his course along the circle of heaven by

necessity, and measuring out the bounds and conversions of the

seasons, for the better illumination of the life of men; no moon

decreasing and increasing, or introducing a variety of seasons,

nor will she then moisten the earth; no burning sun, no Bear

turning round [the pole], no Orion to rise, no wandering of

innumerable stars. The earth will not then be difficult to be

passed over, nor will it he hard to find out the court of

paradise, nor will there be any fearful roaring of the sea,

forbidding the passengers to walk on it; even that will be made

easily passable to the just, though it will not be void of

moisture. Heaven will not then be uninhabitable by men, and it

will not be impossible to discover the way of ascending thither.

The earth will not be uncultivated, nor require too much labor of

men, but will bring forth its fruits of its own accord, and will

be well adorned with them. There will be no more generations of

wild beasts, nor will the substance of the rest of the animals

shoot out any more; for it will not produce men, but the number

of the righteous will continue, and never fail, together with

righteous angels, and spirits [of God], and with his word, as a

choir of righteous men and women that never grow old, and

continue in an incorruptible state, singing hymns to God, who

hath advanced them to that happiness, by the means of a regular

institution of life; with whom the whole creation also will lift

up a perpetual hymn from corruption, to incorruption, as

glorified by a splendid and pure spirit. It will not then be

restrained by a bond of necessity, but with a lively freedom

shall offer up a voluntary hymn, and shall praise him that made

them, together with the angels, and spirits, and men now freed

from all bondage.

7. And now, if you Gentiles will be persuaded by these motives,

and leave your vain imaginations about your pedigrees, and

gaining of riches, and philosophy, and will not spend your time

about subtleties of words, and thereby lead your minds into

error, and if you will apply your ears to the hearing of the

inspired prophets, the interpreters both of God and of his word,

and will believe in God, you shall both be partakers of these

things, and obtain the good things that are to come; you shall

see the ascent unto the immense heaven plainly, and that kingdom

which is there. For what God hath now concealed in silence [will

be then made manifest,] what neither eye hath seen, nor ear hath

heard, nor hath it entered into the heart of man, the things that

God hath prepared for them that love him.



8. In whatsoever ways I shall find you, in them shall I judge you

entirely: so cries the End of all things. And he who hath at

first lived a virtuous lift, but towards the latter end falls

into vice, these labors by him before endured shall be altogether

vain and unprofitable, even as in a play, brought to an ill

catastrophe. Whosoever shall have lived wickedly and luxuriously

may repent; however, there will be need of much time to conquer

an evil habit, and even after repentance his whole life must be

guarded with great care and diligence, after the manner of a

body, which, after it hath been a long time afflicted with a

distemper, requires a stricter diet and method of living; for

though it may be possible, perhaps, to break off the chain of our

irregular affections at once, yet our amendment cannot be secured

without the grace of God, the prayers of good men, the help of

the brethren, and our own sincere repentance and constant care.

It is a good thing not to sin at all; it is also good, having

sinned, to repent; as it is best to have health always, but it is

a good thing to recover from a distemper. To God be glory and

dominion for ever and ever Amen.
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